Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



HF 

i 



\ 



i 



HF 



\ 



\ 



^ 



t 




HAZARD'S 



VNITBD STATES 



COMMERCIAL AND STATISTICAL 

REGISTER, 

COVTAIiriVO 

a 

DOCUMENTS, FACTS, AND OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION, 



ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 



t 



HISTORY AND RESOURCES 



OF 

THE AMERICAN UNION, AND OF EACH STATE: 

EMBRACING V 



COMMERCE— MANUFAQTURES—AOBICULTURE— INTERNAL IMPR0VEMENTt9> 
BANKS-CURRENCY— FINANCES-EDUCATION. 4to. Ac ^~ 



EDITED m SAKITEI. HAZARD. 



VOL. II. 

From JANUARY 1840, to JULY 1840, 



PRINTED BT WM. r. 0E0I»8, US CHESNUT STSEBr. 

1840. " 



INDC X. 



Acknowledgmentf of deads in foreign eountriety law 

propoMd by D. Brent, 269 

N. X . oomminioiMr to take 400 

Africa, export of Palm oO from 874 

increaae of trade with 883 

Alabama, Nankin cotton, 90 

imports into from 1822 to 1838, 1 10 

exports from 1818 to 1838, * 151 

rain at Hunts ville, nine years, 171 

temperature do. do* 247 

Albany, a large Bass taken, 389 

Albatross an, employed as a news-canier, 223 

Alexandria, Va. exports of flour, 246 

Allegheny River, trade of 62 

Porfage Railroad, 118 

liver, importance of 246 

America Central, value of imports from 1826 to 

1838, 108 

exports to, from 1826 to 1838, 166 

Amistad, Africans, case of 67 

Amsterdam, Commerce of from 1832 to 1839, 271 

Anthracite for smelting Iron calculations— Crsne 

Company formed for 167 

used for burning lime, 399 
Iron Furnace, first in Columbia county, 

Penn. 266 
iron made with— interesting fitcts aa to 

strength of 384 
AppointmenU by President of U. Slates, 80 176 

223 263 338 362 414 

Arabian Corvette arrives at New Yoric, 317 

reepect paid to 317 
Argentine Republic, value of imports from 1826 to 

1838, 108 

expoits from 1826 to 1838, 166 

Armories, National, number of arms made, 304 

Army, U. States, pay and subsistence of 106 

regulations, 411 

Arrivals at New York from 1830 to 1839, 31 

Philadelphia, 48 

Boston, 94 101 

Aisessmento, Philadelphia, 1829, 1832, 1835, 1838, 360 

Asngnment, declaring release of a debtor is void, 382 

Augusta, Ga. Taxable property from 1839 to 1840 196 

freshet at ^ 398 



Baltimore, vesseU built at in 1839, 
tonnage of veswis. 
Banks, condition of 
diseasss and deaths in 1839, 
inspections of flour and wheat, 
prices of various articles, 
brick making in 

trade through Tide Water Canal, 
sales of real estate, 



•a. 



16 
16 
194 
111 
246 
246 
302 
318 
363 






Baltimore, Eagle shot at 

Bankrupt law, meeting at Philadelphia, 

Bankruptcies in France, 

BANKS. 

President's views of 
Secretary of Treasury do. 
Connecticnt, condition of 

Governor's opinion, eooitthitionaHty of 
the Bank U. Statea, 877 879 

England, condition of 56 90 

Georgia, act respecting Central Bank, 

Judicial decision, making it doubtful whe- 
ther contracts can be enforced, 
Kentucky, Gov. Wicklifi^s Message respectmg 

meeting of stockholders in Philadelphia, 
report of committee of legislature on 

Banks dealing in exchange, 
Saving Bank notes not to be redeemed, 
meeting of stockholders at Lonisvifle, 
Maiyluid, condition of Baltimore Banki^ 
Michigan, Charters forfeited by forty-three Banks, 
Misiiaaippi, act authorizing post notes, 

report of Bank commissionerB on Ylcks- 

bnrg Bank, 
Yicksburg Bank, meedng of stockholders 
at Philadelphia, condition and assign- 
ment, 
act requiring Banks to pay specie, 
Tombigbee Railroad, assigns its efl^ta, 
statement. 
New Hampahire, small notes, Banks, 
New Jeraeyi condition of 
New York, Report of Bank oornmiaaionen^ 

on Manhattan Bank, 
attendance of Duredora, 
Bank law, 
North Carolina, debts by stockholden, 
Ohio, post notes decided to be illegal, 
a Bank sells specie, 
Hamilton Bank, 
Bank commiasionera* Report, 
act prohibiting issue, of unanthoiized Bank 

paper or small notes, 
Qtts worrofi/s against Trust Company of 

Cincinnati, 
condition of Banks, 
Pennaylvania, Banks which made dividenda after 

suspension, 
Farmera dc Mechanics, notice reapect* 

ing notes deposited, 
Girard Bank, J. Schott resigns, and 

C. S. Boker chosen President, 
Schuylkill Bank, Report of Grand 

Jury rsspecting 26 
Report of Directon^ 
Pennsylvania Bank statement 
Philadelphia Banks, statement to 
legislature, 



878 
172 
181 

4 

M 

897 

380 

243 

76 

820 

77 

256 

267 
852 

399 
194 
107 
160 

189 



266 
266 

827 
895 
238 
128 

201 



361 
88 
66 



68 
80 

242 

326 
349 

93 

30 

362 

111' 
76 
112 




BAHSB 

F III jl iiif ,U) 




166 



67 

81 
160 
163 

m 



187 
MS 
187 



146 



414 



» Hoo. Honeep fcOer to City Coaodb 
oTfii 



l^ghigh Cott flnd Bi sv^gilioB, icpoH* 

Tolkp dmco, wad iiiiwiwi en • bHid of 



CflLBvtIe, 



Geo^ Woli; ex-Govemor, dflc'd, 

Blood^ood, Fnnek 

Kr. Manly, (cmmoI) 

Br. ioMpli Ptfiirii, 

Widow of Brii^dier Gen. 

SanhCInk, 

Sot. Dr. KnUand, 

A fiuthlbl dave dcc'd. 

John Paikor, 

Wflk dMatham, " 



78 

SI 
80 
133 
133 
193 
196 



of 1837, 1688^ 



WcUand Canal 
1839, 

al 

oTatBnflalo^ 
PcBDa^lTania, tolb on floor icdnead. 



185 

a. 

186 



118 

114 

117 

118 

181 

184 

146 

168 

166 

181 
186 



344 



lOf fbo MO of in Iho flotida war, 
Bo0d of Tiado of PkOadolplua, Amoal Ropoit, 

Monorial from 
B— do of 8tato of MUriiMfiii amooat, 
Aotofiatioii k Parti fiir ado oT 
Booloo^ odoi of ealllo at Brigliioii, 

itofBM aty cnOfl 00 BoiooioCor, 

and rovoDOo of 101 194 

of d^bontofW paid in 1838, 1889, 
bonn^ on domoj l i c ■pirHa, 

BogarrifliMd in 1888 
and 1889, 
Rain in 1889, 
of pamMn in Alnw-boooa, 
SCatiitieal AaMoation Ibrmad, 
oaMa of MMigovily n 
an old and CutfafU cMc, 

now 1— Hi My J 
popinlatioa of 

itoamboat Unieoni, 6ie fint Atlanlic, celo- 
bration, ^loeches, looala, &c. 883 

Boondaiy, N. E. raa^ieetiag 1199 807 804 

nnaiiDi of IjOri RoaKi on 
Brattlobon* Tjpognphic Company* 
Bvh3» vafaia of in^Mirta firam 1831 to 1888, 



397 
398 

873 
414 

i 

351 . 
78 
143 
348 
368 

61 
397 
101 
lOi 

lOi' 
133 

153; 

397 



to Pfafladk and Bahiiiiuwi, 
Sdmjlkill, ton reduced, 
Cheaapeake and Ddawaie, do. 
New Tmk, bmanem upon iImju fiir aeiaial 

y«aia, 
PniniyHwua and iMuo fomplfiad, 
ToDa redoeed, 
Tft^pbit do. 
Report of New Toik Canal Boaid on ita eo- 



816 

816 
316 
816 

348 



15. 



Tofla recc i yod fiom Erie and Clwnplain Ca- 

nab fiom 1838 to 1839, 
Eattmate of fotoio toli^ 
Erie, Table eboinng motament of all com- 
moditiei^ and what a redactio n of half a 
cent per ton will pradoee, 
CootribotioDa fiom latanl eaaak. 
Tide Water Canal, 318 

Tmde with Balthnore, fine boata, 
Piiat boat uom aiiiau 

at PhOadeiphw, 
Canao, itiait, light duty, 

Caifo, a laige 148 331 

Carrer'a dafan to land in Mianaapia, 



1*5. 



814 
815 



846 

383 
364 



345 

383 

385' 



108 



Cat&nito, a minenl. 

Cattle mailEcC New Toifc, nport 1839, 

Cavern, diaoovcnd m tne wcat. 

Central America, ezpoita fiom 1835 to 1888, 

Importa * ** 

Charleston, 8. C^ deadia by atranger'a frvar fiom 

1790 to 1839, 
meitint of merchanta on eolfec- 

tion of Goorgia nolaa, 
fnrit tica b blomom in Dec. 
Charteioy Ohio kfiriatma hata right to rapcal. 



37 
349 

80 
317 
185 
108 

11 

13 

16 

134 



INDEX. 



Ohaiinoej, CommodoM, d«c'd. 03 

OhOi, TBlae of importa fiom 1836 to 1838, 108 

Exports from 1825 to 1838, 166 

ObiDB, import! from 1705 to 1838, 108 

Memorial of Amerieui morchants in 1 62 

Exporta from U. Statea, from 1705 to 1838, 165 

Memorial of Boaton merchanta, 826 

tzade with Great Britain, ahowing Talae of 

exports— «1ao quantity of apede from 1828 

to 1830, 413 

ChnrehM in New Jersey, 301 

Cincinnati, bnaineaa of 336 

Rain in 1830 and 1840, 840 

CleiiynMn, aged 351 

Ckfeland, canal trade at 186 

Commerce of 316 

CfimatoofTexaa, 101 

QoUia of double width admitted at doty of aingle, in 

Mexico, 106 

Goal Trade, 47 60 60 80 88 138 

ofPennaylTania, 47 

carried on Railroada of Schnylkill county, 48 

aliipped from the diflfarent regiona in 1837, 

1838, 1830, 80 

quantity sold on the line of SchoylkiUy 88 

anriTcd at Boaton from 1836 to 1830, 06 

Foreign, drawback on, to be allowed to Atlantic 

ateamboata. 110 

Albion coal minea on fire. 111 

Mining Aaaociation of Schuylkill county, nport, 123 
Lehigh, report, 162 

Bituminoua xeoeiTcd at Baltimoie from Penn* 

aylTania, a new article thore, 283 

NoTa Scotia, in^iorted into U. Statee in 1830, 352 

Small refuse, used for driving steam power, 380 

found at a great depth in Oreensbnrg, Fm, 418 

Tioga, 412 

Coiee, importa ci, from 1701 to 1838, 00 

Coffin Shoal diaooTcred, 414 

Coinage at the Mint United Statea in 1830, • 200 

London from 1816 to 1836, 208 

Coina^ finaneaa and value by weight of certain gold 

and aUver, 283 

Cold weather, 68 

Colombia, Talue of importa from 1826 to 1888, 108 

Exporta from 1826 to 1836, 166 

Columbia county, (Penn.^ firat frimace in 266 

in PennaylTania, 263 

CoOeges in the United Statea, number of 878 

Commerce of Alexandria, foreign, from 1838 to 1 830, 88 

of the United States from 1700 to 1888, 

88 108 110 126 
(See individual States,) 148 

of Boston in 1835, 84 101 

Amsterdam from 1882 to 1838, 
Texas, 
Cleveland, 
St. Petersbuiv, 
the Lakes, 
with Africa, increase of 
of Vermont from 1701 to 1838, 
Commereial regulations at Singapore, 
Comet, Galle's appears, 
Commissions chaiged at Wilmington, N. C. 
Compromise Act, on dutisa. 
Congress of the U. S. expenditures, mileage, be. 
nativity of Members, H. R. 
expenditures for mileage, salaries, dw. 
from 1830 to 1830, 
Connecticut, heav^ snow storm, 

religious denominations in 

value of imports into, from 1701 to 

1888, 
exporta from 1701 to 1838, 
naashopporB appear in February, 
hiatoricai celebration, 
formed part of New York, 



164 866 
104 207 
271 
800 
316 
ib. 
107 883 380 
383 
884 
307 
246 
264 
122 
106 
264 

803 

66 
60 

100 
148 
266 
816 



Connecticut, viaited by Plymouth Pilgrims, 315 

State Prison report, 340 

occupation of legislators, 378 

speech of Gov. Ellsworth, 377 

Consular certificate to invoices, circular of the Se- 

creUry of the Treasury, 381 

Consols, French, to legalize papers going to France, ib. 

Consumption of importo from 1700 to 1838, 80 

CoDvenUon, National Medical, proceedings, 61 
Copper ore shipped to England from Wisconsin 

Temtory, 208 

Com Laws va, wages in England, 264 
Com Trade, efiects of an inundation of the Vistula 

upon the 250 

remariLs on the 336 

Corporations, Gov. Seward's views of 78 

of Massachusetts, 336 

Cotton or sugar crop, which most profitable in 

Looisians, 63 

manufactures, imports from 1831 to 1838, 80 

Nankin in Alabama, 00 

arrived at Boston from 1834 to 1830, 84 

commission on, at Liverpool, 104 

manufactures of Belgium, ib, 
Americans going to India to raise cotton 

for the English, 107 
exports from United States, from 1780 

to 1838, 126 
factories in Great Britain in 1836 and 

1838, 188 

prices and crops in 1840. 108 
equality of prices in Charleston, Sa- 

vanab, and Havre, 106 
table showing cost of, bought in Savan- 
nah and laid down in Liverpool, 106 
table showing equality of prices in Liv* 

erpool and Havre, ib, 
first arrival of cotton in laverpool wit- 
nessed by Mr. Mauiy, lately dec*d. 303 
goods in Mexico via Santa Fee, ib, 
India, remarks on 206 
exports from New Orieans to Havana, 268 
planters leave U. States for India, 286 
cost of, laid down in Liverpool from 

New Orleans, 207 
cost of producing, calculation of 370 
Cow, " Dairy Maid,^ large quantity of milk, 380 
Ciaven, Lieutenant Thomsa T., complimentery let- 
tor firom Secretary of Navy to 16 
Credit ayatem, 38 
Crockery ware, importo of from 1821 to 1838, 80 
Currency of Pennsjrivania, Oovemor'a view of 37 
eflfects of on wages, ib, 
small notes, efiecto of 80 
Gov. Wicklifie's views, 277 
Ellsworth's do, 878 
Custom-houses, expenditures for 106 

D / 

Dayton, Ohio, improvements in 
Debt, public, of Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, 84 

Mississippi, 
Kentucky, 
New York, 
New Hampshire, 

Pennsylvania, interest to be paid in 
specie, 
Deeds, acknowledgment of in foreign countries. 
Defaulters, losses by, comparative views of at dii&r- 
ent periods, 
public number of, and amount firom 
1788 to 1838, 
Delaware river, bw tide in 

Stoto, exporto from 1781 to 1840, 

value of imports into from 1701 to 
1888, 



81 
06 



160 
102 
400 
346 
376 
304 
306 

400 
360 

33 



107 

16 37 

140 

100 



▼I 



mDBX. 



Delaware division of Peniiiylvama Cana], 

and Raritan Canal report, 
Denmark, yalue of imports from 1795 to 1838, 

and dependencies, exports to from 1791 
to 1838, 
Donominatlons, religious, in Conn. 
Diseases and deatlis in Baltimore in 1839, 

Philadelphia *< 
8t. Louis, 
District of Columbia, value of imports from 1821 to 

1838, 
Exports from 1791 to 1838, 
Dividends, . 66 317 

Drawback on foreign coal consumed on atlantic 
steamboats, 
foreign sugar, 
Dry Goods, number of packages imported at New 

York from 1834 to 1840, 
Dunlavy, Francis, Biographical sketch of 
Duties, reduction of according to compromise act, 
for 1839. 27 

payable where owners reside, 
on railroad iron, amount of relinquished, 
under the compromise act, 
accruing on merchandise in Mississippi, from 

1835 to 1839, 
and drawbacks on sugar, 
on Crude Saltpetre discussed, 

K 

Eagle, a large, shot at Springfield, 

Baltimore 
JEducation in Pennsylvania, 44 

New York, 
annual report of Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools of Pennsylvania, 263 
colleges in Pennsylvania, 
University of Pennsylvania, finances dec 
£gypt, manufactures of 

Elections, time of holding in the different States, 
Ellsworth, Gov. of Connecticut, speech. 
Emigrants to the west, 

arrived at New York, 
number of vessels witli 
Enfield, Connecticut, grasshoppers in February, 
England, woollen goods sent back to 

Bank of, condition of 65 90 

prices of stocks in 

statistics of manufactures &c. 

weekly average price of wheat in 

sugar, tobacco, cotton dice, imported from 

East and West Indies into 
xnoney market in, price of exchange, 
connexion between wages and com laws in 
and American railroads compared, 303 

Coinage at mint, London 1816 to 1836 
£rie Canal, busineas of 
Lake, steamboats on 

number of vessels on 
commerce of 
Exchange, banks dealing in, report on 87 

of specimens proposed, between govern- 
ments. 
Execution a mock, on board U. S. ship Vandalia 
Expenditures, public of U. 8. 1835 to 1839, 
Exploring Expedition, letters from 
Exports from U. S. 1834 to 1839, 

1790 to 1838, 
of flour and wheat 

of flour, lard and cotton from New Orleans 
1839-40, to Havana, 

F 

Fairfield, Gov. message, 

Family, a large 

Fast-day annual, kept at the house of the oldest 

deacon in Dorchester, 
Finances of United Sutes, 



118 

146 
108 

164 
60 
111 
128 
242 

109 
148 
373 

110 
269 

134 
80 

122 
106 
106 
122 

264 
268 
279 



260 

373 

225 

50 



Finances of New York, 

Ohio, ai 109 
Pennsylvania, 30 91 217 
Report of committee of ways and meana^ 917 
Gov. of Connecticut's views of the finan- 
cial policy of the United Staftet, 381 

Fire Insurance in New York, new regulations, 90 



Fires, destructive 

loss by in New York, 
Fisheries, exports 1803 to 1838, 

unsuccessful. 
Fishing bounties at Barnstable 1839, 
number of seamen engaged in 



96 188 854 414 
128 
127 
409 
100 
213 



301 
304 



225 
253 
264 
295 
318 
377 
264 
373 
ib. 
256 

131 
243 i 

56 
161 j 
163 

206 
ib. 
264 
287 
298 
187 
188 
197 
389 
267 

346 
327 
106 
142 
32 
126 
244 

263 

98 
104 

804 
2 



vessels and men employed in 
Gloucester, Mass. 
Fishes, large draught of 

in Peoria lake, 
alargebass* 
Flag, American, outrage on 
Flax &ctories in Great Britam, from 1835 to 1839, 

Rocky Mountain 
Florida, imports into 1821 to 1838» 
exporU 1822 to 1838, 

phenomena of ponds and lakes diying up, in 
Flour, frauds in 

&C. inspections at Philadelphia, 

New York 
arrived at Boston 1836 to 1839, 
exports of 1790 to 1838, 
comparative prices at various places 
and wheat, export from Philadelphia, 

inspected at Baltimore, 
exports from Alexandria and Richmond, 
exports from N. O. to Havannaand Matanas^ 
Inspections at New York, 
comparative prices at different places, 
shipments of, from Rochester 1837 to 1840, 
Forgeries, extensive, in Philadelphia, (Elderidge) 
France, losses of vessels on coast of, in 14 years, 

and dependencies, exports from United Stales 

1791 to 1838, 
line of steamboats between United States and 
silk manufacture in 
value of imports from, 1795 to 1838, 
bankruptcies in 

moneys received for indemnity from 
Fresheto, destructive 288 320 329 S99 

Fruit trees in blossom in December, 16 

Furs, cost and profits on, in purchase from Indians, 

G 

Galena lead mines, 

Georgia, Central Bank of, act respecting, 
and Maine, a dispute between 
value of imports 1791 to 1838, 
exports 1791 to 1838, 
taxable property in Augusta, 
topography of, showing the quantity of land 

in each county, 
destructive freshets in 
Germany, rice grows in 
Gerstner Chevalier, deceased, 
Gloucester, Mass. number of vessels and men em- 
ployed in fisheries. 
Gold, quantity received at Mint from 1824 to 1830, 
from mines of U. 8. 
and silver produced in different countries 1790 ' 
to 1830, 
Grain imported at Boston 1835 to 1839, 

the bushel of, fixed by law in Indiana, 
Grasshoppers in February in Connecticut, 
Great Britain, value of imports from, 1795 to 1838, 
exports from U. S. 1791 to 1838, to 
Cluna trade with, showing value of 
exports, also quantity of specie 1828 
to 1839, 
Gun, the big, at Boston ; experiment with 



246 

198 

213 

110 

150 

984 

16 298 

76 278 

88 

94 

127 

882 285 

244 

iA. 

245 

863 

870 

386 

394 

817 

81 

164 
867 
898 
108 
181 
369 



105 
75 
101 
109 
148 
195 

349 
398 
208 

848 

210 

298 
95 
248 
256 
108 
164 



413 
31 



INDEX. 



vtt 



H 

Hail itonni, 363 382 
Hulfld-Townsy Gennany, valae of imports from, 

1796 to 1838, 108 

exports to 1791 to 1838, 166 

Havana, number of yessels cleared at 266 

Hemp, African, imported, 197 

imports of 1821 to 1838, 90 

Hainan Fly attacks wheat, 349 397 

Hieroglyphics discoYered in a cavern in the west, ' 217 
Hudsmi riTer, table showing the time of closing and 

opening from 1817 to 1840, 172 
HontiTiOe, Ala., table d^owing the quantity of rain 

in nine years, 171 
maximum and minimum tempera- 
ture for nine years 1831 to 1839, 



lee trade of Massachusetts, 
Illinois, decision that no unnaturalized foreigner can 
▼ote, 
an enterprising adrenturer, 
boundary dispute with Wisconsin, 
quaptity of public land sold in, since admis- 
sion to the Union, 
rope making in 
storm in 
Imports into United States 1886 to 1839, 

1789 to 1838, 89 

value of, 1790 to 1838, 

retained for consumption, 
from each country, 1791 to 1838, 
into each SUte 1791 to 1838, 
India, Americana engaged by England to go to, to 

raise cotton, 107 

Indiana, exports, from 1801 to 1838, 

fifb^-eight counties situated on navigable 

waters in 
quantity of public land sold in, since admis- 
sion to the Union, 
buahel of grain fixed by law in 
Indians, Bloodhounds imported to be used in the war 
with, 
Seneca, Gov. Seward's reply to 
Internal improvements, constitutionality of. Governor 
Seward's opinion of, 
commercial, political and agricultuml results. 
Inspections of Quercitron Bark at Philadelphia, from 

1821 to 1839, 
flour and meal at Philadelphia 1838-9, 

New York, 
spirits at New York, 
Insurmnce Companies of New York adopt new me- 
morandum respecting average on certain 
articles, 
of wives, act for in New Yoik, 
offices advance premiums on deck risks. 
New Brunswick Marine 
case of Barratry, dedsion in New York, 
Interest, usurious. 
Interest on public debt of Pennsylvania to be paid 

in specie, 
Intennenta in Trinity Church yard since 1702, 
Iowa, boundary dispute with Missouri, 

a colony leaves Ohio for. 
Iron shutters, advantages of 
' works, m England, wages at 
of Pennsylvania, 
Roaring Creek Furnace, 
and steel, imports of, 1821 to 1839, 
for railroads, dec, quantity, and duties relin- 
quished on 
smelted with, anthracite Crane Company, fokrned, 
mines of Missouri, 

oelebimtion at Pottsville on opening of Anthra- 
cite Furnace 
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181 

101 
212 
223 

224 

336 

346 

32 

108 

89 

ib, 

108 

109 

286 
161 

162 

224 
243 

261 
412 

71 
76 

ib. 

ib. 

88 

270 



266 
271 

67 
160 
330 

41 

400 

286 
13 

326 
18 
30 
47 

266 
90 

106 
166 
207 
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facts respecting strength of, made with anthracite, 384 



Iron, in Maine, 414 

Islands in the Pacific Ocean discovered, 369 
Island, new discovered in A>uthem Ocean, called 

Adilie, 409 

Jamaica, crops in 38 

Jamaica, new Tariff in 88 

Judiciary, U. 8., expenditures for 106 



Kentucky, Bank of. Gov. WickUf!e*s message respect- 
ing SchuyDciU Bank, 77 
IraporU into, 1837 to 1838, 1 10 
Exports, 1791 to 1838, 150 
Resolutions of Legislature respecting the 

public lands, 224 
Bank, meeting of stockh<4den in Philar 

delphia, 266 
Report of Committee on Banks dealing 

m Exchange, 367 

Gov. Wickliffe's message, 373 

state of finance, curren<7, banks, 374 398 

public debt, 377 

relations between, and Ohio, 377 
History of the early settlement of, letters, 

documents, dtc, (to be continued in 

Vol. 8,) 371 

Letter of Henderson and Luttrell, 87 1 

hail storm in Fleming Co. 383 

Kirkland, Rev. Dr., dies, his funeral, 397 



Law, Intelligence 

Bank BiU of Virginia, 26 

post notes in Ohio decided to be illegal, 66 

decision in Mass. that a grandchild bom 8J 
months afler death of grandfather is consid- 
ered as living at his desease, 66 
decision of Judge BetUi respecting special and 

general partners, N. Y., ' 57 

decision in case of Amistad Africans, ib. 

decision C. J. Story respecting masters bound 
to return seamen from a whaling voyage.-^ 
Taber vs. U. S., Boston, 63 

act respecting Central Bank of Georgia, 7S 

no unnaturalised. foreigner can vote in Illinois, 

decision, 101 

the ** Compromise Act*' on dutieis, 133 

of Mississippi, authorizing issue of poet notes 

by banks, 160 

judgment in the case of Mass, and R. Island, 323 
Mississippi valuation and debt, 333 

Job R. Tyson's discourse before law academy, 338 
Of Pennsylvania, respecting resumption of spe- 
cie payments, in 1841, 340 
of Ohio, prohibiting issue of unautfaorited banfc 

paper or small notes, 342 

of Massachusetts concerning passenger car- 
riers, 243 
decision in case of Weed &c, 7 Replevin 
vs. Hill & Abbe, 5 F«nn. 
goods stopped in transitu, 818 
of Mississippi, requiring Banks to pay specie, 266 
of U. S., respecting vesseb engaged in Whale 

fishing, 370 

of N. Y., insurance of lives for benefit of wives, 370 
decision of Judge Stroud on Sabbath breakers, 371 
decision, Bishop vs. Shepherd, whaling voyages, 

not ordinary mercantile, wages of a boy, 380 

decision in Penn., of Jonathan K. Hassinger, 

insolvency, 399 

decision respecting Milledgeville Bank, making 

it doubtful whether contracts can be enforced, - 330 
decision in case of barratry in Supreme Court 
of N. York, Biyan dc Maiaand, vs. Ameri- 
can Insurance Co., 330 
Notices of the Essex Bar, Mass., 3 i 1 



IhM r. a, 1790 1» 1838, 
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342 



351 



385 
389 

382 
61 

142 

326 
162 

65 

318 
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MamchuMtto, corporations of 336 

■ketcfaM of the Efsex Bar, 341 

gain to Salem, Mass. by purchase of 

a rent, 
remarkable longevity of several cler- 
gymen, 
celebration of the arrival of the Uni- 
eom (first Atlantic steamboat) at 
Bosttfn, from Liverpool, 
population of Worcester, Mass. 
Do. of Boston and Beverly, 
Medical Convention, National proceedings, 
Memorial of Philadelphia Board of Trade on re- 
samption of specie payments, 
of merchants of Boston and Salem respect- 
ing China trade, 
of American merchants in China, 
Mercantile Library Company, Philadelphia, annual 

report. 
Merchandise in tranaita, stopped, 
Message of Prsaident of the United States, 

Gov. of Pennsylvania, 33 96 1^2 267 268 
New York, 49 69 

Kentucky, 77 273 

Maine, 98 

New Hampshire, 395 

Connecticut, 377 

Maiyland, 177 

Metals, th^ precious, produce of different countries 

in forty years, from 1790 to 1830, 298 

Meteorological observations, 171 247 

Mtaican republic, admit cloth of double width same 

as single, 105 

Mexico, value of imports from 1825 to 1838(, 108 

exports f^om 1825 to 1838, 165 

claims on, convention respecting, 281 

Michigan, Lake, steamboats on 188 

number of vessels on 197 

forty-three banks forfeit charters, 107 

imports into from 1821 to 1838, 1 10 

exports, l50 

Lake, storm in 338 

Militia, United States, now system of reorganization 

propoeed by Mr. Poinsett, Sec'y. of war, 321 

Milk, luge yield of a cow, 389 

Mineral fountain, a new discovered at Saratoga, 317 

Mint, United States, expenses of 106 

report of operations in 1839, 209 

report on fineness and value of gold and sil- 
ver coins, 283 
MiaaisBfppi, Carver's claim to land in, correspon- 
dence respecting 27 
number of slaves and expenses, 32 
of acres in cultivation, ib, 
of white males, ibi 
condition of things in ib, 
imports into. In 1 836, 110 
exports from 1801 to 1838, 150 
act authorizing issue of Bank post notes, 1 60 
Bank commissionen' report, 189 
condition of Yicksburg Bank, 191 
Gov. M'Nutt's proclamation respecting 

State bonds, 215 

valuation and debt law, 232 

State bonds, amount of 246 

river, pirates on 61 

duties on merchandise from 1835 to 

1839, 264 

meeting of stockholders of Yicksburg 

Bank in Philadelphia, 265 

act requiring Banks to pay specie, 265 ' 

Natchez destroyed, 334 337 352 < 

Shipping Company's notes sold, 285 ' 

cotton planten allured by English to go | 

to India, 286 

Banks, 160 189 265 327 i 

calculation of die cost of producing cotton, 370 1 

Vol. II— ♦» r 5 , ^ 



Mississippi, number of causes and lawyers at United 

Stetes Dirtrict Court in 382 
Miasouri, boundary between Iowa, dispute, 13 
imports into from 1832 to 1838, 110 
iron in. Professor Hall*s account of 207 
quanti^ of public land aold since admis- 
sion into the Union, 224 
squirrels destroy the corn, 266 
decision respecting release of a debtor by 

assignment, is void, 383 

Mobile, deaths in 1 839, 126 

Molasses, importo from 1821 to 1838, 89 

mto Boston from 1835 to 1839, 96 
Moneys, public, comparative views of Iosms of, by 
default at various periods, 

number of defaulters in each department, 106 
Muscat, Sultan's ship Arrives at New York with 

presents to President, 317 
correspondence between his captain and 
President of the United States relative 

to presents, 375 

Musqueto nets purchased for United States Army, 304 

S 

Names, upwards of one hundred changed by one act 

in Massachusetts. 304 

Nankin cotton in Alabama, 90 

Nantucket, Iiiroads upon, by storms, ib, 
Natchez destroyed by Tornado, 334 352 337 392 398 

Naval stores, imports at Boston, 94 

Navy, pay and subsistence of 106 
of U. S., general order respecting corporal 

pumshmenis in 376 

Netherlands, value of iihports from 1795 t6 1838, 108 
Netherlands and dependencies, exports from U. S. to 

t791 to 1838, 165 
Now Bedford, Mass., number and tonnage of vessels 

belonging to, 1822 to 1839, 147 

New Castle, Del, vessels there ice bound 246 

New England, eariy histoiy of 315 

New Hampshire, value of imports 1791 to 1838, 109 

exports 1791 to 1838, 148 
maple sugar made and pric^ 203 
Gov. Page's Message, 396 
free from debt, 395 
New jersey, value of imports 1791 to 1838, 109 
exports 1790 to 1840, 148 
condition of all the Banks in 239 
number of churches in 301 
New Orleans, revenue from markets in 88 
sales of Real estate in 134 
historical reminiscences of 199 
ancient subterranean building discover- 
ed in 196 
Mint operations at, 1839, 213 
decline in Real Estate at 223 
exports of flour, lard and cotton from, 

to Havana, 263 

duties on merdiandise 1835 to 1839, 264 

freshet and crevasse at 329 

Newspapers, number of in U. S. 373 

New York, woollen goods sent back to England from 1 3 

Specie shipments from ib. 

oath administered to an Idolater in 16 

arrivals of vessels at, 1830 to 1839, 31 

British vessels at ib. 

passengers at ib. 

Governor Seward's message, 49 69 

reply to Seneca In- 
dians, 412 
revenue of . • 49 
State Prison and House of Refugi*, ib. 
education in 50 
militia, ib. 
iodiciary Courts, elections, 51 
Yan Ransalaer difficulty, fb. 
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New York, Requintion of Got. of Virginia for fugi- 
tive slaTes in 62 
General Banking Law, 63 
Executive power, ib. 
internal imptOTementSy 64 69 

eonsdtutionaU^ 
o( 71 

enlargement of canal, 64 

diyidends, 67 

dedsion respecting qwdal and general 
partnen, Hampden Bank, va. Morgan, 
Taylor & Co., 67 

insurance on dedc risks, advanced iB. 

finances, 69 

cattle market report, 1839, 80 

inspections of floor, 88 

new regulation of Fire Insurance Co. 90 

^iiesin 96 122 

value of imports 1791 to 1838, 109 

occupation of members of Legislature 125 
Bank Commissioners report, showing 

condition, dec, 128 

number of packages of dry goods arrived 

at, 1836 to 1840, 134 

exports from, 1790 to 1838, 148 

debt of city of 160 

time of opening and closing of the Hud- 
son river, 1817 to 1840, 172 
and Liverpool packets and steam ships, 

passages of, 182 

trade of Brie Canal at Buffalo, 186 

repoti on Manhattan Bank, with table, 

showing attendance of directors^ 201 

deamens Saving Bank, condition of 203 

8tate kans, sdes of; 216 

Scarcity of seamen in 223 

longitudes of, experiments to ascertain, 228 
city divided into districts, 243 

lunar phenomenon at Troy, 244 

Canals, business on them for several 

yean, 248 

length of various railroads in 260 

Insurance Offices adopt a memorandum 

respecting average on certain articles, 266 
inspections of flour and domestic spirits 

at 270 

law respecting insurance of lives in 270 

Interments in Trinity Church ground 

since 1702, 286 

curious state of money market in ib. 

report of Canal Board on its enlarge- 
ment, with various views of its past 
tolls and future prospects, 289 306 

answer to the inquiiy, how much the 
debt of the State may be inoeaaed, 
without recourse to taxation in next 
seven years 293 

new buildings in 298 

wages of labor in 1836 and 1840 in 298 

table showing aggregate movement of all 
commodities tian^wrted on £rie Ca- 
nal, and amount saved by cheapening 
InuMpoitation j cent per ton, 314 

arrival of an Arabian Corvette belonging 
to Sultan of Muscat, with presents 
to the President 317 

new minend fountain discovered at Sara- 
toga. 317 
case of Barratry decided, Bryan & Mail- 
land, vs. American Insurance Co. 330 
Commissioners appointed to investigate 

Rensselaerwydc ib, 

report of Committee of Legtalatnre apOB 

the railroads of the State, 334 

Bank Law May, 1840, 361 

Gov. Seward*s reasons for not pardoning 
Rathhon, 390 



New York, a squirrel hunt at Delhi, 391 
quantity of flour shipped from Rochester, 394 
wheat and flour which pass- 
ed lock at Rochester, 394 
EmigiantB arrived in April and May 378 
number of vesseb from European ports 
with emigrants, 373 
North Carofina Banks, 88 
value of importe 1791 to 1838, 109 
exporU 1791 to 1838, 148 
rise and fidl of tide at Wilmington 

and Beaufort, in 328 

tornado in Fayetteville, 338 

sketch of its early history, 346 

Northeastern boundary, 1 11 99 207 271 304 368 

Northwest passage discovered, 343 

Notes, decision in Pennsylvania, respecting notes 

payable to bearer, 384 

damages on protested 416 

small, in New Hamgahire, 396 

Nova Scotia boundaiy, 304 

« o 

Oath, how administered to an Idolator in N. Yoik, 16 

Ocean, drift or currents of the, a bottle found, 376 

Ohio, finances of 31 

Banks of, conation, laws, dec, 62 81 342 326 349 

mSk velvet made in 68 

bank commissioners report, 81 
auditors annual report of finances and public 

debts, 102 
amount of subscription to turnpike and canal 

stock companies, 103 

scrip issued to rsifanoad companies, 103 

report of directors of penitentiary, 107 

imports into, 1821 to 1838, 110 
leg^ature decides they have a right to repeal 

acts of incorporation, 341 

exports, 1806 to 1638, 160 

improvements in Dayton, 160 

canal trade, 186 188 

population of the counties of, 1830 and 1840, 197 

taxable property in each oo., 1826 to 1838, 197 
quantity of public land sold since admissioa 

to the Union, 234 

Zoar, described, 247 

quo vrarranto against Trust Co. for suspension, 326 

a colony leaves for Iowa, 326 

fineshetin 330 

law against small notes, 242 

Oil for lamps made from com. 111 

palm, exports of, from Africa, 374 



Pacific Ocean, islands discovered in 
Palm ofl, quantity exported from Africa, 
Paris, association for the sale of bonds, stocks^ 
Partners, ifwcial and general, legal decisions^ 
Psssage, a north-west, discovered. 
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374 
266 
67 
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Passages, diort 182 212 267 

Passengers, arrivals at N. York, 1830 to 1839, 31 

Patents issued in 1839, 176 

Paupers in Alnubouse, Boston, 162 

Penitentiaiy of Ohio, report, 107 
Pennsylvania, 

finances of 30 91 

CSov.Portei^s messages, S3 96 113 267 268 

Sute debts, 33 

tolls on internal improvemenis, 35 

revenue and expenditures, 36 

banks, currency, small notes, 36 37 40 

public stocks, 48 

Govenior's views of taxation, 43 

public improvements^ 42 

education, 45 

jodiciaiy and ooorts, 46 46. 

elections^ ,'^. 
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Pennsylvania, coal and iron, 47 

report of Treaanrer on finanoee, 9 1 
banks which made dividends 

afler suspension, 93 
money* received by Bank U. 

States, ib. 
loans. Governor's message respecting, 

and interest on 112 96 

Almon H. Raid elected Treasurer, 96 

▼aloe of imports, 1791 to 1838, 109 

loans taken, IIS 161 

. canal commissionerB report, 1 13 

iron mines of 47 

made with anthracite, 156 255 

exporU from, 1 79 1 to 1 838, 1 48 

occupation of members of legislature, 151 

banks of, report of condition, dec, 144 159 

Ex-6ov. Wolf dies, 192 
finances, report of committee of ways 

and means, 317 
report of superintendent of public 

schools, in 235 
act for resumption of specie payments 

. in 1841, 340 
fiftft anthracite furnace in Columbia 

county, 255 
Gov. Porter's proclamation to convene 

legislature to provide for interest, 267 
message of Gov. Porter to legtalaitura 

on opening extra session, 268 
act for better securing payment of 

ground rents in 384 
act laying tax on personal and real pro- 
perty, 398 
resolutions respecting payment of in« 

terest in specie, 400 

appropriation law, 400 409 

act for continuing improvements of the 

state and payment of interest on the 

public debt, (digest of) 400 

do. at full length, 415 

dedsion respecting damages on bills, 416 

Penny postage system, 238 

Pennsylvania and Ohio canal completed, 272 

Peoria, width of the lake at, 181 

large fish in 304 
Philadelphia, 

tavern licences granted in 13 

Schuylkill Bank, report of grand juiy, 27 
letter from Horace Binney to councUs 

on specie payment of loans, 38 

report of finance committee, on do. 78 

J|uantity of nin at 28 
oreign and coastwise arrivals, 1834 to 

1839, 48 

in 1889, 48 

national character of 48 

monthly review of weather, 56 

inspections of Q. Barii, 1821 to 1839, 75 
flour and meal, 1836 to 

1839, 75 244 273 

Schuylkill Bank, report of directors, 76 

board of trade, annual report, 78 

Bank of Pennsylvania, condition of 112 

deaths and births in 1838, 128 
board of trade, memorial, resumption of 

specie payments, 143 
banks, statement shewing they cannot 

resume until 1841, 169 

meeting at, respecting a bankrupt law, 173 

new buildings erected in 1839, 201 

wardens appointed, 243 

export of wheat and flour from 244 
meeting of stockholdera in Kentudcy 

Bank at 256 

of Vicksburg Bank, 266 

decision against Sabbath breakwiy 37^ 



Philadelphia, extensive forgery on the banks by Pr. 

Eldredge, 316 

dividends at 317 

Laurel hill cemetiy, 328 
triennial assessments in 1839, '33, '35, 

'38 of real and personal property, 350 
first barge from Tide Water canal ar- 
rives, ^382 

quantity of rain at 383 

Physicians, early settlers, 303 

Pictou, coal mines on fire. 111 

Pigeons, large flight of 213 

Pioneer, a revolutionary a hundred years old, 368 
Pioneers, deaths of 31 80 868 

Pirates on the Mississippi river, 61 
Pittsburg manufactures, 194 343 

state of business owing to times, 342 

new bridge at 39 1 

mats made of hickory threads, 391 

Plymouth pilgrims, some notices of 315 

Population of Mississippi, 32 

Ohio, 197 

Washington city, 1800 to 1840, 330 

Boston and Beverly, 382 

Worcester, Mass , 389 

Lowell, Mass. 414 

Trenton, N. J. ib. 

Pork, quantity exported, 1803 to 1838, 127 
Porter, Governor's messages, 33 96 112 268 

proclamation, 267 

veto the Lancaster Loan Co^ 410 

Portsmouth, (O.) canal trade, 186 

Portugal, value of imports from, 1 795 to 1 838, 1 08 

and dependencies, exports fi^m U. S. Co, 

1795 to 1838, 165 
Postmaster-General, A Kendall, resigns, and J. M. 

Niles appointed, 352 

Post Office, statistics of 39 1 

defalcations in 1836, 23 107 

Postage, penny, in England, 238 

Pottsville, celebration at, on account of Mr. Lyman's 

success in making iron with anthracite, 230 
Power, comparative cheapness of water and steam 156 
Presents to the President of U. States, correspon- 
dence respecting, 375 392 
President's United States, message, 1 
Pre-emption law relating to the public lands, 409 
Prices of American stocks in London, 55 151 152 195 
Printer, the oldest in New England, 150 
Printing in U. States, estimate of hands employed, 295 
Prison, Mass. State, report, 127 
Gonnecticut, 349 
Proclamation of Gov. Porter convening legiiAature, 267 
Providence R. L lumber trade 1839, 176 
integrity and solvency of merchants, 244 
trade in eggs with Mass., - 247 
Prussia, tariflfof duties 1840, 216 
Punishments, corporal in the navy, Secretary's gen- 
eral orden respecting 376 

Q, 

Quebec, emigrants iBirrived finom 1892 to 1839, 192 

R 

Railroads of Schuylkill county, .coal business on 48 
Columbia and Philadelphia, 113 
motive power on 116 119 
anthracite used on 116 
plane to avoid, 117 
Allegheny, Portage 118 
Camden and Amboy, annual report, show- 
ing cost, passengen, merchandise, dtc 14$ 
between Lehigh and Susquehanna, 153 
Chamberaburg, business of 160 
Mohawk and Hudson, 165 
Baltimore and Wilmington report, receipts, 
^nd expenses^ 1^9 
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Specie, effecU of hoarding op 149 
quantity shipped from Great Britain to China 

1828 to 1839, 414 

exported, 18 126 

Spicea, Imports of, 1821 to 1838, 90 

Spirits, Imports of, 1790 to 1838, 89 

booatjr on domestic, in Boston, 101 

Squirrel hunt at Delhi N. Y. 391 

Statistical Association, American, formed, 199 

Statistics of travelling in the United States, 250 

Steamboats, number of, on western waters, 56 

Liverpool, specie and letters by, 13 

Lexington, destroyed by fire on North 

river, 150 lives lost, 66 
accidents, number of, in western waters 

1839, 97 
foreign coal consumed on board, entitled 

to drawback, 110 
number of arrivals at Cairo, 1839, 125 
passages of the Great Western and Brit- 
ish Queen in 1839, 182 
number, tonnage, and value o( on Lakes 

Erie, Superior, and Michigan, 188 
accidents in, number and proportions o( 

for several years, 228 
line, between France and United States, 

proposed, 267 
Unicom, the first Atlantic, arrives at Boa- 
ton, celebration, dec 385 
Unicom, log from Liverpool to Boston, 394 
8team*power and water, comparative cheapness of 156 
Stocks, American, Daniel Webster's letter to Messrs. 

Baring on, 14 

of Pennsylvania, 38 

prices in England, 55 151 152 195 

notes in Ohio,' 86 

Storms, efiects of on the barometer, 61 414 

great snow, comparative depth, 62 68 

journal of, in Nantucket, 90 

Stranger^s Fever, deaths by in South Carolina, from 

1790 to 1839, 11 
Sub-treasury, President's views ot, 5 
Secretary of Treasury, do. 16 
Gov. Fairfield's do. 99 
Ellsworth's do. 380 
Sugar, Memorial of Legislature of Louisiana, show- 
ing various facts respecting the production 
of 241 
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PRESIDEIfT'ft iflESSAGB. 

FeUovf'citizcnt of the Senate 

and Nome of Jiepresentative* : 

I regret that I cannot on thfs occasion, congratulate you 
that the post year has been one of unalloyed |iro8perity — 
The ravages of fire and diseane have painfully afflicted oth- 
erwise flourishing portions of our country ; and serious em- 
barrassments yet derange the trade of many of our cities. 
But, notwithstanding these adverse circumstance, that gen- 
eral prosperity which has been heretofore so bountifully be- 
stowed upon U3 by tl»o Author of all gotid, still continues to 
call for our warmest gratitude. £spccially have we reason 
to rejoice in the exuberant harvests which have lavislUy 
recompensed well directed industry, and given to it that sure 
reward which is vainly sought in visionary specuUtions. I 
cannot indeed view, without peculiar satisfaction, tho evi- 
dences afforded by the past season of the benefits that spring 
from the steady devotion of the husbandman to ^is honour- 
able pursuit, ^o means of individual comfort is more cer- 
tain, and no source of national proi^perity is so sure. No- 
thing can compensate a people for a dependence upon oth- 
ers for the bread they eat ; and that cheerful abundance on 
which the happiness of every one so much depends, is to be 
looked for nowhere ^ith such sure xeUance as in the indus- 
try of the agriculturist and tho b>>unties of the earth. 

With foreign countries, our relations exhibit the same 
favourable aspect which was presented in my last annual 
message, and afford continued proof of the wisdom of the 
pacific, just, and forbearing policy, adopted by the finst ad- 
ministration of the Federal Government, and pursued by its 
successors. 7*he extraordinary powers vested in me by an 
act of Congress, for the defence of the country in an emer- 
gency, considered so far probable as to require that the Ex- 
ecutive should possess ample means to meet it, have not 
been exerted. They have, therefore, been attended with no 
other result than to increase, by the confidence thus reposed 
in me, my obligations to maintain, with religious exactness, 
the cardinal principles that govern oar intercourse with 
other nations, ^appily, in our pending questions with Great 
Britain, out of which this unusual grant of authority arose, 
nothing has occurred to require its exertion ; and as it is 
about to return to the Legislature^ I trust that no future 
necassity may call lor its exercise by tJiem, or its delegation 
to another department of the Government. 

For the settlement of our Northeastern boundary, the 
proposition promised by Great Britain for a coounission of 
•zplontion and survey^ has been received, and a counter 
project, including also a provision for the certain and final 
adjustment of the limits in dispute, is now before the Brit- 
ish Government for its oonsideration. A just regard to the 
delicate state of this question, and a proper respect for the 
ostural impatience of the State of Maine, not less than a 
conviction that tho negotiation has been already protracted 
longtr than is prudent on the part of either Government, 
have led me to believe that the present favourable moment 
should on no account be suffered to pasa without putting 
the question forever at rest I feel confident that the Go- 
vernment of her Britannic Maiesty will take the same view 
of this subject, as I am persusded it is governed by desires 
equally strong and sincere for the amicable termination of 
the controversy. 

To the intrinsic diflncultieeofqueationa of boundary Unas, 

Vol. 1L— 1 



especially those described in regions unoccupied, and but 
partially known, is to bo added in our country the embar* 
rassment necessarily arising out of our ConKthotion, by 
which the General Government is made the organ of nego- 
tiating and deciding upon tho particular interests of the 
States on whose frontiers these lines are to be traced. To 
avoid another controversy in which a State Government 
might rightfully claim to have her wishes consulted, previ- 
ously to the conclusion of conventional arrangements con- 
cerning her rights of jurisdiction or territory, I hAve thought 
it necesasary to call the attention of the Government of 
Great Britain to another portion of our conterminous do- 
minion, of which the division still remains to be adjusted. 
I refer to the line from the entrance of Lake Superior to tho 
most Northwestern point of the Lake of the Woods, stipn- 
lations for the settlement of which are to be found in the 
seventh article of tho treaty of Ghent. The commissioners 
appointed under that article by tho t^o Governments hav- 
ing differed in their opinions, made separate reports, accord- 
ing to its stipulations, upon the points of disagreement, and 
these difTeiencrs are now to be submitted to the arbitration 
of some friendly sovereign or State. The disputed points 
should be settled, and the line designated, before the. territo- 
rial government, of which it is one of the boundaries^ takes 
its place in the Union as a ^'Ute ; and I rely upon the cor- 
dial co-operation of the BriUsh Government to eflect that 
object. 

There is every reason to believe that disiturbsnces liks 
those which lately agitated the neighbouring British Pro- 
vinces will not again prove the sources of border contentions, 
or interpose obsitacles to the continuance of that gootl uu- 
demtanding uhich it is the mutual interest of Great Britain 
and the United States to preserve and maintain. 

Within the Provinces themselves tranquilliiy is restored, 
and on our frontier that misguided sympathy in favour of 
what was presumed to be a general effort in behalf of pop- 
ular rights, and which in some instances misled a few of our 
more inexperienced citizens, has subsided into a rational 
conviction strongly opposed to all intermeddling with the 
internal afiairs of our neighbours. The people of the Uni* 
ted States feel, as it is hoped ihey always will, a warm so- 
licitude for the success of all who are sincerely endeavouring 
to improve the political condition of mankind. This gen- 
erons feeling they cherish towards the most distant nations ; 
and it was natural, therefore, that it ahould be awakened 
with more than common warmth in behalf of their immedi- 
ate neighbours. But it does not belong to their character, 
as a community, to seek the gratification of those feelinga 
in acts which violate their duties as citizens, endanger tho 
peace of their country, and tend to bring upon it the stain 
of a violated fiiith towards foreign nations. If, zealous to 
confer benefits on others, they appear for a moment to lose 
sight of the permanent obligations imposed upon them aa 
citizens^ they are seldom long misled. From all the infor- 
mation I receive, confirmed, to aome extant, by personal 
obaervation, I am satisfied that no one can now hope to en<' 
gage in such enterprises without encountering pobUc indig- 
nation, in addition to the severest penalties of the law. 

Recent information also leads me to hope that the emi- 
grants from hor Majesty's Provinces, who have sought re> 
fuge within onr boundaries are disposed to become peaceable 
residents, and to abstain from all attempts to enduigar tba 
paaes of that country which has afRyrded them an asylun«tf 
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On a review of the occurrences on both sides of the line, it , 
is satisf tctnry to reflect that, in almost every compliint | 
Against our country the offence niiy be iraccil, to enii'^ranti 
Iron; the Provinces who have sotiglu refuge here In the 
few ins:tanres in which they were aidiJ hy citizens of the 
Utiitcd biates, the acts of these misguided niefi were not 
only in direct contravention of the Ijws and well known 
wishes of their own Government, but met with the decided 
'^isappiohatiun of the jjeopl-.! of the Uriiiwl Stale* 

I rpgret to state theappeaiaicc ofa different spirit amons: 
her ]^Iiijesty*d subjects in the Canadas. Tite scntin ents of 
hostility to our people and institut ons, which have l^ci-n so 
frequently exprossed there, and the disregard of our rights 
which have been manifested on some o?casion^ have, 
1 am sorry to s.iy, been apfilnoded and encouraged by the 
people, and even by some of the subordinate local authori- 
ties, of the Provinces. The chief oHieers in Canada fortu- 
nately have not entenained the same feeling, and have pro- 
bably prevented exces»*s that must have been fatul to tlie 
peace of the two coontries. 

1 look forward an:iiously to 8 period when all the trans- 
actions which have grown out of this condition of our af- 
fairs, and which have been made the subjects of complaint 
and remonstrance by the two Governments respectively, 
shall be fully examined, and the proper satisfaction given 
where it is due from either side. 

IVolhing has occurred to disturb the harmony of our in- 
tercour><e with Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Naples, 
I'ottugal, Prussia, Russia, and Sweden. The internal state 
of Spain has sensibly improved, and a well-grounded hope 
c'xis s that the return of peace will restore to the people of 
thnt country their former prosperity, and enable the Govern- 
ment to fulfil all iis obligations at home and abroad. The 
G«>vernment of Portug:il, I have the sa'isfuction to state, has 
paid in full the eleventh and last instalment due to our citi- 
zens for the claims embraced in the settlement made with it 
on the third of A* arch, 1»37. 

I lay Itefore you treaties of commerce negotiated with the 
kings of Sardiu.a and of the Netherlands, the ratifications 
of V, hich have been ezclianged since the adjournment of 
Congress. The ht^eral principles of these treaties will recom- 
mend them to your approbation. '1 hat with Sardinia w the 
first treaty of commerce formed by that kin:;dom, and it 
will, I trust, answer the expectations of the present sove- 
reign, by aiding the development of the resources of his 
country, and stimulating the enterprise uf his people. That 
witli the Netherlands happily terminates a long existing 
subject of dispute, and renio%'es from our future commercial 
iulcrcourse, all apprehension of embarrassment. Tha 
king of the Netherlands has also, in further illustration of 
his character for ju>ticc, and oi his desire to remove every 
cause of dis»atisfHction, made compensntian for an Ameri- 
Ctiii vessel captured in 1800, liy & French privateer, and 
carried into Curacoa, where the proceeds were appropriated 
to tbe use of the colony, then, and for a short time after, 
under the dominion of Holland. 

The death of the late Sultan has produced no alteration 
in our relations with Turkey. Our nowly appointed Min- 
ister Resident has reached Constantinople, and I have re- 
ceived assurances from the present Ruler, that the obliga- 
tions uf our treaty, and those of friendship, will be fulfilled 
by himself in the same spirit that actuated his illustrious 
iathcr. 

I regret to be obliged to inform you that no convention for 
the settlement of the claims of our citisens upon Mexico has 
yet been mtified by the Government of that country. The 
first convention formed for that purpose was not presented 
by the President of Mexico for the apfM-obation of its Con- 
gress, from a belief that the king of Prussia, the arbitrator in 
c^^e of disiigreement in the joint commission to be appomted 
by the ITniteil States and Mexico, would not consent to*take 
u|ion himwlf that friendly office. Although not entirely sat- 
iaficd with the course putsucd by Mexico, 1 felt no heailation 
\r\ receiving in the most conciliatory spirit the explanation ! 
oHcred, and also cheerfully consented to a newconvendon,in 
order to arrange the payments proposed to be made to our 
cttizt'ca, in a manner which, while equally just to them, was 



deemed less onerous and inconvenient to the Mexican Oor- 
emment Relying confidently upon the intentions of that 
Government, Mr. EUb was directed to repair to Mexico, and 
diplomatic intercourse has been resumed between the two 
countries. The new convention has, he informs us, been 
rcce.itly submitted by the President of that Republic to its 
K 'ongress. under circumstances which promise a speedy, rati- 
fication ; a result which I cannot allow myself to doubt. 

Instnictions have been given to the Comminioiier of the 
United States^ under our convention with Texas, for the de- 
marcation of the line which separates us from that Republic. 
The commissioners of both governments met in New Orleans 
in August hist. The joint con^niiasion was oiganized, tad 
adjourned to convene at the same place on the tweUth of Oc- 
tober. It is piesomcd to be now in t^e performance of its 
duties. 

The new Government of Texas has shown its desire to 
cultivate friendly relations with us, by a prompt reparation of 
injuries complained of in the cases of two vessels of the U. 
Slates. 

With Centnl America a convention has been concluded 
Un the renewal of its fonner treaty with the Unilsd States. — 
This was not ratified before the departure of our lafe Charge 
d' Affaires from that country, and the copy of it brought by 
him was not received before the adjournment of the Senate 
at the last session. In the meanwhile, the peiiod limited for 
the exchange of ratifications having expired, 1 deemed it 
expedient, in consequence of the death of the Charge d* Af- 
faires, to send a special agent to Central America, to close the 
oiiairs of our mission ^ere, and to arrange with the Govern- 
ment an extensi<m of the time for the exdiange of ratifica- 
tions. 

The commission created by the States which formerly 
composed the Republic of Colombia, for adjusting the claims 
against that government, has, by a very unexpected constme- 
tion of the treaty under which it acts, decided that no provi- 
sion was made for those claims of citizens of the U. States 
which arose from captures by Colombian privateers, and were 
adjudged against the claimants in the judicial tribunals.— 
This decision will compel the United States to apply to the 
several governments formerly united for redress. V^'ilJb el 
these — New Granada, Venezuela, and Ecuador — a perfectly 
good understanding exists. Our treaty with Venezuela is 
faithfully carried into execution ; and that country, in the en» 
joyment of tranquilUty, is gradually advancing in prosperity 
under tlie guidance of its present distinguished President, 
General Paez. With Ecuador, a hberal commercial conven- 
tion has lately been corchided, whidh will be transmitted to 
the Senate at an early day. 

With the great American empire of Brazil our relations 
continue unchanged, as does our friendly intercourse wiA 
the other governments of South America — the Argentine 
Republic, and the Republics of Uruguay, Chili, Peru and 
Bolivia. The dissolution of the Feru-Bolivian Confederation 
may occasion some temporary inconvenience to our citizens 
in that quarter, but the obligations on the new governments 
which have arisen out of that confederation to observe its 
treaty stipulations, will no doubt be soon understood, and it 
is presumed that no indbposiUon will exist to fulfil diose 
which it contracted with the United States. 

The financial operations of the government during the 
present year, have, I am happy to say, been tery successfuL 
The difficulties under which the Treasury Department has 
laboured from known defects in the existing laws relative to 
the safe keeping of the public moneys, aggravated by the sus- 
pension of specie payments by se^ral of the banks holding 
public deposits, or indebted to public officers for notes recetv- 
eil in payment of public dues, have been surmounted to K 
very gratifying extent The large current expenditures have 
been punctually meti and the iaith of tlie Government in all 
its pecuniary concerns has been scrupulously maintained. 

The nineteen millions of Treasury Notes authorized by 
the act of Congress of 1837, and the modifications thereof, 
with a view to the indulgence of merchants on their du^ 
bonds, and of the deposit banks in the payment ot public 
moneys, hekl by them, have been so punctually redeemed as 
to leave less than the original ten millions outstanding et any 
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one time, and the whole amount unredeemed now fallft short 
of three milUons. Of these the chief portion is not duo till 
next year, and the whole wOUM have bcim already extinguish- 
ed could the Taeasury hare realized tlie payments due to it 
from the Banks. If those due from them during tlie next 
year nhall be punctually made, and if Congress shall keep the 
appropriations within the estimates tliere is every rca^n to 
believe that all the outstanding Treasury notes can be redeem- 
ed and the ordinary expenses defrayed, without imposing on 
the people any additional burden, either o( loans or increased 
taxes. 

To avoid this, and to keep the expenditures within rea- 
sonable bounds, is a duty, second only in importance to the 
preservation of our national character, and the protection of 
our citizens in their civil and political rights. The creation, 
in time of peace, of a debt likely to become permanent, is an 
evil for which there is no equivalent. The rapidity with 
which many of the States are apparently approaching to this 
condition admonislies us of our own duties, in a manner too 
impressive to be disregarded. One, not the least important, 
is to keep the Federal Government always in a condition to 
discharge, with ease and vigour, its highest functions, should 
their exercise be required by any sudden conjuncture of pub- 
lie aflTairs-— a condition to which we are always exposed, and 
which may occur when it is least expected. To this end, it 
is indispenwble that its finance should be untrammelled, 
and its resources, as far as practicable, unincumbercil. No 
circumstance could present greater obstacles to the accom- 
plishment of the.«e vitally important objects, than the creation 
of an onerous national debt. Our own experience, and also 
that of other nations, have demonstrated the unavoidable and 
fearful rapidity with which a public debt is increased, when 
the Government has once surrendered itself to the ruinous 
practice of supplying its supposed necessities by new loans. 
The struggle, thereibre, on our part, to he successful, must 
be made at the threshold. To make our efforts effective, se- 
vere economy is necessary. This is the surest provision for 
the national welfare : and it is, at the same time, the best pre- 
servative of the principles on which our institutions rest.— 
Simplicity and economy in the affairs of State have never 
failed to chasten and invigorate republican (principles, while 
the^ have been as surely subverted by national prodigality, 
under whatever specious pretexts it may have been introduc- 
ed or fostered. 

These consiilerations cannot be lost upon a people who 
have never been inattentive to' the effect of their policy upon 
the institutions they have created for themselves, but at the pre- 
sent moment their force U augmented by the necessity which 
a decreasing revenue must impose. The check lately given to 
importations of articles subject to duties, the derangements in 
the operations of internal trade, and, especially, the reduction 
gradually taking place in our tariff of duties, all tend mate- 
rially to lessen our receipt^; indeed it is probable t'lat the 
diminution resulting from the last cause aJone will not fall 
short of hve millions of dollars in the year 1842, as the final 
relucrion of all duties to twen^ per cent then takes effect. — 
The whole revenue then accruing from the customs and from 
the siles of public lands, if not more, will undoubtedly be 
wanted to defray the necessary expenses of the Government 
under the most prudent administration of its atfairs. These 
are circumstances that impose the necessity of rigid economy 
and requiM its prompt and constant exercise. Withihe Le- 
gislature rest the power and duty of so adjusting the public 
expenditure as to promote this end. By the provisions of 
the constitution it is only in consequence of appropriations 
made by law that money can be drawn from the Treasury ; 
no irtalance has occurred since the establishment of the <Jov- 
emment in which the Executive, though a component part 
of the legislative power, has interposed an objection to an ap- 
propriation bill on the sole ground of its extravagance. His 
duty in this respect has been considercil ful6lled by requesting 
such appropriations only as the public service may be rea- 
sonably expected to require. In the present earnest direction 
of the public mipd towards this subject, both the Executive 
and the Legislature have evidence of the strict responsibility 
to which they will be held ; and while I am conscious of my 
own anxious eflR>rts to perform, with fidelity, this portion of 



my public functions, it is a satisfaction to me to be able to 
count on a cordial co-operation from you. 

At the tiine 1 entered up<m my present duties, our ordinary 
disbursements — without including those on account of the 
public debt, tho post office, and the trust funds in charge of the 
(lovernment — had been largely increased by appropriations 
for the removal of the Indians, for repelling Indian bosiilitiea, 
and for other loss urgent e^ipenses which grew out of an 
overflowing Treasury. Intlependent of the redemption of 
the public debt and tni»ts, the gross expenditures of seven- 
teen and eighteen millions in 1834 and 1836 had, by these 
causes, swelled to twenty-nine millions in 1836 ; and the ap- 
propriations for 1837, made previously to the 4th of March, 
caused the expenditiue to rise to the very large amount uf 
thirty-three millions. We were enabled during the year 
1838, notwithstanding the continuance of our Indian embar- 
rassments, somewhat to reduce this amount; and that for the 
present year, 1839, will not in all probability excetd twenty r 
six millions, or six millions less than it was last year. With 
a determination so far as depends on me to continue this re- 
duction, I have directed the estimates for .1840 to be subjected 
to tlie severest scrutiny, and to be limited to the al)8olute re- 
quirements of the public service, l^iey will be found less 
than the expenditures of 18j9 by over five millions of dollan*. 

The precautionary measures which will be recommenced 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, to protect faithfully the 
public credit under the fluctuations and contingencies to 
which our receipts and expenditures are exposed, and espe- 
cially in a commercial crisis like the present, are commended 
to your early attention. 

On a former occasion your attention was invited to various 
considerations in support of a pre-emption law in behalf of 
the settlers on the public lands ; and also of a law graduating 
the prices for such lands as had long been in the oriarket un- 
sold, in consequence of their inferior quality. The execnticn 
of the act which was passed on the first subject h:is been at- 
tended with the happiest consequences, in quieting titles, and 
securing improvements to the industrious ; and it has also, to 
a very gratifying extent, been exempt from the frauds which 
were practised under previous pre-emption laws. It has, at 
the same time, as was anticipated, contributed liberally du- 
ring the present year to the receipts of the Treasury. 

The passage of a graduation law, with the guards before 
recommended, would also, I am persuaded, add considerably 
to the revenue for several years, and prove in other respects 
just and beneficial. 

Tour early consideration of the s^ject is therefore, once 
more earnestly requested. 

I'he present condition oHhe defences of our principal sea- 
ports and navy yards, as represented by the accompanying 
report of the Secretary of War, caUs for the early and serious 
attention of Congress ; and, as connecting itself intimately 
with this subject, I cannot recommend too strongly to your 
consideration the plan submitted by that officer for the or- 
ganization of the militia of the United States. 

In conformity with the expressed wishes (^ Congress, an 
attempt was made in the spring to terminate me Florida war 
by negotiation. It is to be regretted that these humane in- 
tentions should have been frustrated, and that the effort to 
bring these unhappy difficulties to a satisfactory conclusion 
should have failed. But, after entering into solemr^engage* 
ments with the Commanding General, the Indians, without 
any provocation, recommenced their acts of treachery and 
murder. The renewal of hostilities in tliat Territory renden 
it necessary that I should recommend to your favourable con- 
sideration the plan which wtU ho submitted to you by tho 
Secretary of War, in order to enable that department to con- 
duct them to a successful issue. 

Having bad an opportunity of personally inspecting a por- 
tion of the troops during the last summer, tt gives roe pleasure 
to bear testimony to the success of the effort to improve their 
diHcipline, by keeping them together in as large bodies as 
the nature of our service will permit I recommend, there- 
fore, that commodious and permanent barracks be constructed 
at ths several posts designated by ths Secretary of War.-^ 
Notwithstanding the high stale eSf their disdpUae end ezoel« 
lent police, the evils resulting to the sernoe from the defici- 
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encj of eompuiy oflioexB, wera veij apparent, and I recom- 
waeiad that the itoiff offioon be permau^t^ aepanitcil frum 
the line. 

The Navj has been UMfuUy and honourably employed in 
protecting the rights and property of our citiien«» wherever 
the conditien of affiiirs seemed to require its prMenee. With 
Ihe exception of one instance, where an outraget accon\pan- 
ied by murder, was committed on a vessel of the United St«te« 
whdcengnged in a lawful commerce, nothing is known to 
haTe occurifed to impede or molest the enter^H-ise of our citi< 
sens on tliat element where it is so signally displaved. i^n 
learning this daring act of piracy. Commodore Reec) ^vocced* 
•d immediately to the s|K>t, and receiving no satisfacti<m, 
•ithor in tlie surrender of the murderers, or the reatorati«ka of : 
the plundered pn>perty, inflicted severe and merited chastise- 1 
meat on the b^rhari^ns* I 

It wiil be seen, by the report of the Secretary* of the Navy  
TWpecting the disposition otour ships of war, that it has been { 
deemed necessary to station a competent force on the ciMtsI 
of Africsi to prevent a fraudulent use of our flag by foreigners, l 
Recent etperience has shown that the provisions in our . 
Misting laws which relate to the sale and transfer of Ameri- 1 
ean vessels, while abroad, are extremely defective. Ad\^)« 
tage has been taken of thew defects to give to vessels wholly 
MoDging to foreigners, and navigating the ocean, an appa- 
wnt American ownership. This chamcter has been so weil ' 
•timulated as to alTord them comparative Becurity in pnvie- t 
«utlng the slave trade, a trafllc emphatically denounceit in i 
oar statutes, regarded with abhorrence by our ciiiKens, and 
of which the elTectua] supprensian is nowhere more ainceivly i 
desired than In the IJnitetl t^iatcs. These cinnimstani es ^ 
make it proper to recommend to your early attention a care- | 
ful revision of iheiie laws so that, without impeding the free- | 
dom and facilitii^t nf our navigation, or impairins an important , 
hrsnch of our iudu-try conmvted with il. the integrity and , 
honour of our flag may be carefulty prescrvcil. Infornution i 
^ierlved from our consul at Havana, showing the noccssity of i 
this, was communicated to a committee of the Senate nror ' 
the close of the la«t sosNion, but too Ute, as it appeared to be ' 
«eted upon. It will be brought to your notice by the proper | 
department, with additional communications from other 
purees. 

The latest accoimts from the Exploring Expedition rcpre- 
•ent it as proceeding successfully in its objects, and promising ! 
result! no less useful to trade and navigation than to science. ' 
The extent of post roads covered by mail service on the , 
1st of July last, was about lo3,999 miles, and the rate «£ 
Annual transportation upon tliem S4,49(S.8r8 miles. The 
number of post offices on tliat day was 12,? 8 i, and on the 
80th ultimo, 13,028. 

The revenue of the Post Oflice Department for tlie year 
ending the 30th of June last, was four millions four hunilrvd 
and seventy-six thousand six hundred and thirty-eight dollars 
—exhibiting an increase over the preceding year of two hun- 
dred and forty-one thousand five hundred and sixty dollars. 
The engagements and liabilities uf the department fur tlie 
«ame period are four millions six hundred and twetity-four 
thousand one mindred and seventeen dollars. 

The excess of liabilities over the revenue for the last two 
years has been met out of the surplus which had previously 
accumulated. The cash on hand on the 30th ultimo, was 
about $906,70 1 95, and the current income of the Depart- 
ment varies very little from the rate of current expenditures. 
Most of the service suspended last year has been restored, 
and most of the new routes established by the act of 7th July 
1888, have been set in operation at an annual cost of ^136,- 
953. Notwithstanding the pecuniary difliculties of the coon- 
tiy, the mvenne of the Department appears to be increasing ; 
and unlS it shall be seriously checked by the recent sus- 
pension of payment by so many of the banks, it will be able 
not only to maintain the present mail service, but in a short 
time to extend it It is gratifying to witneas the promptitude 
and fidelity with whieh the agents of this department in 
general perform their public dutiea. 

Some diflicnlties have arisen in relation to eontneCs for 
the transportation of the mails by railroad and steamboat com- 
panies, ft appears that the maximum of oompanaation pro- 



vided by Congress for the transportation of the roaik upon 
railroads is not sufficient to induce some of the companies to 
convey them at such hours as are required for the accommo- 
dation of the public. It is one of the roost important duties 
of the General Government to provide and maintain for the 
use of the people of the states the best practicable mail es- 
tablishment. To aiTive at that end it is indispensable that 
the Post OflScc Department shall be enabled to control the 
hours at which the mails shall be carried over railroads, as it 
now does over all other roads. Should serious inconveni- 
ence arise (rom the inadequacy of the compensation now 
proviiled by law. or from unreasonable demands by any of 
the lailroad companies, the subject is of such general import- 
ance as to require the prompt attention of Congress. 

In relation to tlie steamboat lines, the most efficient remedy 
is obvious, and has been suggested by the Postmaster Gene- 
ral. The War and Navy Departments already employ 
steamboats in their service, and although it is by no means 
desirable that the Government should undertake the trans- 
portation of pas^^engcrs or freight as a business, there can be 
no reojionatde objection to running boats, temporarily, when- 
ever it may be necessary to put down attempts at extortion, 
to be discontinued as soon as reasonable contracts can be ob- 
tained. 

The suggestions of the Postmaster General relative to the. 
inadequacy of the legal allowance toj^tnesses in cases of 
pnwecutions for mail depredations, merit your serious con- 
sideration. The ssfety of the mails requires that such prose- 
cutions shall be efficient, and justice to the citizen whose 
time is required to be given to the public, demands not only 
that his expenses shall be paid, but that he shall receive a 
reasonable compensation. 

The Reports from the War, Navy, and Post Office De- 
partments, win accompany this communication, and one from 
the l^reasury Department will be presented to Congress in a 
few days. 

For various details in respect to the matters in charge of 
these departments, I would refer you to those important docu- 
ments, satisfied that you will find in them many valuable 
sugiTCstions which will be found wcdl deserving the attention 
of the Legislature. 

From a report made in December of last year by the Sec- 
retary of State, to the Senate, showing the trial docket of 
each of the circuit courts, and the number of miles each 
judge has to travel in the performance of his duties, a great 
inequality appears in the amount of labour assigned to each 
judge. The number of terms to be held in each of the court* 
composing the ninth circuit, the distances between the places 
at which ihey sit, and from thence to the seat of Government, 
are represented to be such as to render it impossible for the 
judge oC that circuit to perform in a manner corresponding 
with the public exigencies, his term and circuit duties. A 
revision, therefore, of the present arrangement of the circuits 
seems to be called for and is recommended to your notice. 

I think it proper to call your attention to the power as- 
sumed by Territorial Legislatures to authorize the ufiue of 
bonds by corporate companies on the guarantee of the Ter- 
ritory. Congress passed a law in 1836, providing that no 
act of a Territorial Legislature incorporating baidis should 
have the force of law until approved by Cong^ress, but acts 
of a very exceptionable character previously passed by the 
Legislature of Florida, were suffisred to remam in force, by 
virtue of which bonds may be issued to a very large amount 
by those institutions, upon the faith of the Territory. A reso- 
lution intending to be a joint one, passed the Senate at the 
same session, expressing the sense of Congress that the lawa 
in question ought not to be permitted to remain in force un- 
less amended in many material respects, but it failed in the 
Houi>e of Representatives for want of time, and the desired 
amehdments have not been made. Tlie interests involved 
are of great importance, and the subject deserves your early 
and careful attention. 

The continued agitation of the question relative to the best 
mode of keeping and disbursing the public money, still in- 
juriously affects tfie business of the country. The suspen- 
sion of specie payments in 1837, rendered the use of deposit 
banks as prescribed by the act of 1836, a source rather of 
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embarraaBmcnt than aid, and of necessity placed the custody 
of most of the public money afterward collected in charge 
of the public ofiicera. The new aecurities for iu safety, 
which this required, were a principal cause of my convening 
an extra session of Congress; but in consequence of a dis- 
•Sfreement between the two Houses, needier then, nor at any 
anb^quent period, has there been any legislation on the sub- 
ject Tiie effort made at the last session to obtain the au- 
thority of Congress to punish the use of the public money 
for private purposes as a crime, a measure attended under 
other Governments with signal advantage, was also unsoo- 
oessful, from diversities of opinion in that body, notwiih- 
ct^nding the anxiety donbtless &lt by it to afford eveiy prac- 
lacable security. The lesult of this is still to leave the custody 
of the public money without those safeguards which have 
been for several years earnestly desired by the Executive ; 
and as the remedy is only to be found in the action of (he 
Legislature, it imposes on me the duty of again submitting 
to you the propriety of pasting a law, providing for the safe 
keeping of the public moneys, and especially to ask that its 
use for private purposes by any officers entrusted with it, 
dUy be declared to be a felony, punishable with penalties 
proportioned to the magnitude of the ofiencc. 

These circumstances, added \o known defects in tlie ex- 
isting laws and unusuat derangement in the general opera- 
tions of trade, have, during the last three years, much in- 
creased the difficiiflties attendant -on the collection, keeping, 
and disbursement of the revenue, and called forth correspond- 
ing exertions from those having them in charge* Happily 
these have been successful beyond expectation. Vas^t sums 
have been collected and dLSbursed by the several departments 
with unexpected cheapness and ease ; transfers have been 
readily made to every pert of the Union, however distant ; 
and defiilcations have been far less than might have been an- 
ticipated, from the absence of adequate legal restraints. Since 
ihe officers of the Treasury and Post Office Departments 
were charged with the custody of most of the public moneys, 
received by them, there have been collected nxiy-wx millions 
of dollars, and, excluding the case of the late collector at 
New York, the aggregate amount of losses sustained in the 
collection cannot, it is believed, exceed-aixty thousand dollars. 
The defalcation of the late collector at that city, of the ex- 
tent and circumstances of which Congress has been fully in- 
formed, ran through all the modes of keeping the public mo- 
ney that have been hitherto in use, and was distinguished by 
an aggravated disregard of duty that broke through the re- 
straints of every system, and cannot therefore, be usefully re- 
ferred to AS a test of the comparative safety of either. Addi- 
tional information will aho be furnished by the report of the 
6eoretary of the Treasury, in a reply to a <^ made upon that 
officer hy the House of Representatives at the last session, re- 
xjutring detailed information on the subject of defaults by 
public officers or agents under each Administration from 
1789 to 1837. This document will be submitted to you in 
a few days. The general results, (independent of the Post 
Office, which is kept separately and will be stated by itself.) 
«o far as they bear upon this subject, are, that the losses which 
hive been, and are likely to be, sustained, by any class of 
agents have been —the greatest by banks, including, as ro- 
quinsd in the resolution, their depreciated paper received for 
public dues ; that the next largest have been by disbursing 
officers, and the least by collectors and receivers. If the losses 
on dnty bonds are included, they alone will be threefold those 
by both collectors and receivers. Our whole exfierif nee, there- 
fore, furnishes the strongest evidence that the desired legitila- 
tion of Congress is alone wanting to insure, in those openK 
tions, the highest degree of security and facility. Such, also, 
appears to have been the experience of other nations. From 
the results of inquiries made by the Secretary of the Trea- 
BUiy in regard to the practice among them, I am enabled to 
state, that in twenty*two out of twenty-seven foreign govern- 
ments, from which undoubted information has boen obtained, 
the public moneys are kept in charge oC public officers. This 
concurrence of opinion in favour of that system is perhaps 
as great as exists on any question of internal administration. 
In the modes of business and official restraints on disburring 
officers, no legal change was produced by the suspension of 



spede payments. The report last referred to will be found 
to contain, also, much useful information in rdation to this 
subject 

I have heretofore assigned to Congress my reasons for be- 
lieving that the establishment of an Independent National 
Treasury, as contemplated by the Constitution, is necessary 
to the safe action of the Federal Government The suspen- 
sion of specie payments in 1H37, by the banks htfvi&g the 
custo*]^ of the public money, showed in so alarming a de- 
g^e our depends nee on those iostitutions for the jperform* 
anoe of duties required by law, that I then recommended the 
entire dissolution of that connexion. This reconunendation 
has been subjected, as I desired it should be, to servere scrutiny 
and animated discussion ; and I allow myself to bdieve that, 
notwithstanding the natural diversities of opinion which may 
be anticipated on all subjects involving such important con- 
siderations, it has secured in its favour as general a concur- 
rence of public sentiment as could be expected on one of 
such magnitude. 

Recent events have also continued to de\'elop new obliga- 
tions to such a connexion. Seldom is any bank, under the 
existing system and practice, able to meet, on demand, all its 
liabilities for deposits and notes in circulation. It maintains 
specie payments, and transacts a profitable business, only by 
the confidence of tho public in its solvency ; and whenever 
this is destroyed, the demands of its depositors and note- 
holders — ^pressed more rapidly than it can make coUectiona 
from its debtors — force it to stop payment This loss of con- 
fidence with its consequences occurred in 1837, and afforded 
the apology of the banks for their suspension. The public 
then acquiesced in the validity of the excuse ; and, while 
the State Legislatures did not exact from them their forfeited 
charters. Congress, in accord|ince with the recommendation 
of the Executive, allowed them time to pay over the public 
money they held, although compelled to issue Treasury notes 
to supply the deficiency thus created. 

It now appears that there are other motives than a v\*ant of 
public confidence undt-r which the banks seek to justify them- 
selves in a refusal to meet their obligations. Scarcely were 
the country and Government relieved in a degree, from the 
difficulties occasioned by the general suspension of 1837, 
when a partial one, occurring within thirty months of the 
former, produced new and serious embarrassments though it 
had no palliation in such circumstances as were alleged in 
justification of that which had previously taken place. There 
was nothing in the condition of the country to endanger a 
well managed banking institution ; commerce was deranged 
by no foreign war; every branch of manufacturing industry 
was crowned with rich rewards ; and the more than usual 
abundance of our harvests after supplying our domestic wants, 
had left our granaries and storehouses filled with a surplus 
for exportation. It is in the midst of this, that an irredeem- 
able and depreciated paper currency is entailed upon the peo- 
ple by a large portion of the banks. They are not driven to 
it by the exhibition of a loss of public confidence, or of a 
sudden pressure from their depositore^or note^hoUefs, but 
they excuse themselves by allcdging that the current of busi- 
ness, and exchange with foreign countries, which draws the 
precious metals from their vaults, would require, in order to 
meet it, a larger curtailment of their loans to a comparatively 
small portion of the community, than it will be convenient 
for them to bear, or perhaps safe for the banks to exact The 
plea has ceased to be one of necessity. Convenience and 
policy are now deemed sufficient to warrant these institutions 
in disregarding their solemn obligations. Such condact is 
not merely an injury to individual creditore but it is a wrong 
to the whole community, from whose liberality they hold 
most valuable privileges, whose rights they vioiate, whose 
business they derange, and the value of whose property they 
render unstable and insecure. It mast be evident that this 
new ground for bank suspensions, in reference to which their 
action is not only disconnected with, but wholly independent 
of, that of the public, gives a character to their suspensions 
more alarming than any which they exhibited before, and 
greatly increases the impropriety of relying on the banks in 
the transactions of the Government 

A large and highly respectable portion of our banking in- 
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■titQlioiu are, it aflTorda me unfeigned pleasure to state, ex- 
tmpted from all blame on accmiot of this second delinquency. 
They have, to their great credit, not only continued to meet 
their engagements, but have even repudiated the grounds pf 
suspenaion now resorted to. It is only by such a course that 
the confidence and good will of the communis* can be pre- 
served, and, in the sequel, the best interests of the institutions 
themaelv^ promoted. 

New dangers to the banks are also daily disclosed from 
Ike extension of that system of extravagant credit of which 
they are the pillars. Formerly our foreign commerce was 
principally founded on an exchange of commodities, including 
the precious metals, and leaving in its tranactions but little 
foreign debt. Such is not now the case. Aided by the fa- 
cilities aflbrdM by the banks, mere credit has become too 
commonly the bass of trade. Many of the banks themselves, 
not content with largely stimulating tliis system among others, 
have usurped the business, while they impair the stability of 
the mercantile community : they have becorac borrowers in- 
stead of lenders ; they establibh their agencies abroad ; they 
deal largely in stocks and merchandise ; they encourage the 
issue of state securities until the foreign market is glutted 
with them; and, unsatisfied with the legitimate use of their 
•wn capital and the exercise of their lawful privileges, they 
raise, by large loans, additional means for every variety of 
Bpeculaticm. The disasters attendant on this deviation from 
the former course of business in this country, are now shared 
alike by banks and individuals, to an extent of which there 
is perhapa no previous example in the annals of our country. 
So long as a willingness of the foreign lender, and a suffi- 
cient export of our productions to meet any necessary partial 
payments, leave the flow of credit undisturbed, all appears to 
he prosperous ; but as soon as it is checked by any hesitation 
abroad, or by an inalnlity to make payment there in our pro- 
Aictions, the evils of the system are disclosed. The paper 
currency which might serve for domestic purposes, is useless 
to pay the debt due in Europe. Gold and silver are there- 
fore drawn, in exchange for their notes, from the banks. To 
keep up their supply of coin, these institutions are obliged 
to call npon their own debtors, who pay them principally in 
their own notes, which are as unavailable to them as they 
mre to the merchants to meet the foreign demand. The caIIs 
of the hanks, therefore, in such emergencies, of necessity, 
exceed that demand, and produce a corresponding curtulment 
of their accommodations and of the currency, at the very 
moment when the state of trade renders it most inconvenient 
.to be borne. The intensity of this pressure on the com- 
munity is in proportion to the previous liberality of credit 
and consequent expansion of the currency ; forced sales of 
property are made at the time when the means of purchasing 
are most reduced, and the worst calamities to individuals are 
only at last arrested, by an open violation of their obligations 
by the banks, a refusal to pay specie for their notes, and an 
imposition upon the community of a fluctuating and depre- 
ciated curtency. 

These consequence are inherent in the present system. 
They are not influenced by the banks being large or small, 
created by National or State Governments. They are the 
results of the irresistible laws of trade and credit. In Uie recent 
events which have so strikingly illustrated the certain eflccts 
of these laws, we have seen the bank of the largest capital 
in the Union, established under a National charter, and lately 
strengthened as we were authoritatively informed, by exchang- 
ing that for a state charter, with new and unusual privileges 
— in a condition too, as it was said, of entire soundness and 
great prosperity — ^not merely unable to resist these effects, 
bot the first to yield to them. 

Nor is it to be overlooked that there exists a chain of ne- 
cessary dependance among these institutions which obliges 
them to a great extent, to follow the course of others, notwith- 
standing its injustice to their owmim mediate creditors, or in- 
jury to the particular community in which they are placed. 
This dependance of a bank, which is in proportion to the 
extent of its debts for circulation and deposits, is not n\ereiy 
on othen in its own vicinity, but on all those which connect 
it with the centre of trade. Distant banks may fail, without 
aeriooflty' affecting those in our principal commercial cities ; 



but the failure of the latter is felt at the extremitfes of the 
Union. The suspension at New York, in 1837, was evoiy- 
wheiv, with very few exceptions, followed, as soon as it 
was knvwn ; that recently at Philadelphia immediately mf" 
fected the banks oi the South and West in a similar manner. 
This dependance of our whole banking system on the insti- 
tutions in a few large cities, is not found in the laws of their 
organization, but in those of trade and exchange. The banks 
at that centre to which currency flows, and where it is re- 
quired in payments for merchandise, hold the power of con- 
trolling those in regions whence it comes, while the latter pos- 
sess ho means of restraining them ; so that the vafue of in- 
dividual property, and the prosperity of trade, through the 
whole interior of the country, are made to depend on the 
good or bad management of the banking institutions in the 
great seats of trade on the seaboard. 

But this chain of dependance does not stop here, ft does 
not terminate at Philadelphia or New York. It reaches acrota 
the ocean, and ends in London, the centre of the credit sys- 
tem. The same laws of trade, which give to the banks in 
our principal cities power over the whole banking system of 
the Unitt'd States, subject the former, in their turn, to the 
money power in Great Britai^. It is not denied that the sus- 
pension of the New York banks in 1 BIT, which was followed 
in quick succession throughout the tJnion, was produced by 
an application of that power ; and it is now alleged, in ex- 
tenuation of the present condition of so large a portion of 
our banks, that their embarrassments have arisen from the 
same cause. 

From this influence they cannot now entirely escape, for 
it has its origin in the credit currencies of the two countries ; 
it is strengthened by the current of trade and exchange, which 
centres in London, and is rendered almost irresistible by the 
largo debts contracted there by our merchants, our banks, and 
our States. It is thus that an introduction of a new bank 
into the most distant of our villages, places the business of 
that village within the influence of the money power in Eng- 
land. It is thus that e\'ery new debt which we contract in 
that country, seriously affects our own currency, and extends 
over the pursuits of our citizens its powerful influence. We 
cannot escape from this hy making new banks, great or small. 
State or National. The Fame chains which bind those now 
existing to the centre of this system of paper credit, must 
equally fetter every amilar institution we create. It is only 
by the extent to which this system has been pushed of late, 
that we have been made fully a-warc of its irresistible tendency 
to subject our own banks and currency to a vast controlling 
power in a foreign land ; and it adds a new argument to those 
which illustrate their precarious situation. Endangered in 
the first place by their own mismanagement, and again by 
tlie conduct of every institution which connects them i^ith 
the centre of trade in our own country, they are yet subjected, 
beyond all this, to the effect of whatever measures policy, ne- 
cessity, or caprice may induce those who control the credits 
of England to resort to. I mean not to comment upon these 
measures pref«nt or past, and much less to discourage the 
prosecution of fiur commercial dealing between the two coun- 
tries, based on reciprocal benefits ; but it having now been 
made manifest that the power of inflfcting these and similar 
injuries, is, by the resistless law of a credit cunency and 
credit trade, equaUy capable of extending their consequences 
through all the ramifications of our banking system, and by 
that means indirectly obtaining, particularly when our banks 
are used as depositories of the public moneys, a dangerous 
political influence in the United States, I have deemed it my 
duty to bring the subject to your notice and ask for it your 
serious consideration. 

Is an argument required beyond the exposition of thero 
fiicts to show the impropriety of using our banking institu- 
tion as depositories of the public money ? Can we venture not 
only to encounter the risk of their individual and mutual 
mismanagement; but, at the same time, to place our foreign 
and domestic policy entirely under the control of a foreign 
moneyed interest ? To do so is to impair the independence 
of our Government, as the present credit system has already 
impaired the independence of our banks. It is to submit all 
its important operations, whether of peace or war, to be con- 
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trolled or thwarted at first by our own bonks, and then by a 
power abroad greater than themBelveg. 1 cannot bring niy- 
aelf to depict the humilialion to which the Government and 
people might be sooner or later reduced, if the means for do- 
fendmg their rights are to be made dependant upon Ihose 
who may have the most powerful of motives to impair them. 

Nor Lb it only in reference to the ef&et of this state of 
things on the independence of oxu Government or of our 
banks, that the subject presents itself for consideration ; it b 
to be viewed also in its relations to the general trade of our 
country. The time is not long past when a deficiency of 
foreign crops was thought to afford a profitable market for 
the aurplus of our industry ; but now we await with feverish 
anxiety the news of the English harvest, not so much from 
motivea of commendable sympathy, but fearful lest its an- ! 
ticipated failure should narrow the field of credit there. Docs ' 
not tfiis speak volumes to the patriot 1 Can a system be be- ; 
nificenU wise, or just, which creates greater anxiety for in- ' 
tcrests dependant on foreign credit, than for the general proa- ' 
perity of our own country and the profitable exportation of, 
the surplus produce of our labour 1 i 

The circumstances to which I have thus adverted appear ' 
to me to afford weighty reasons, developed by late events, to ' 
lie added to those which I have on former occasions oirered, ' 
when submitting to your better knowledge and discernment ' 
tho propriety of separating the custody of the public money i 
from banking institutionii. Nor has any tiling occurred to j 
lessen, in my opinion, tlie force of what has been heretofore ' 
urged, 'i^he only ground on which that custody can be de-  
sired by the banks, is the piofitabic use which they may make | 
of the money, ^uch use wuuld ire regarded in individuals 
as a breach of trust, or a crime of great ma;;nitudc, and yet 
it may be reasonably doubled whether, first and lost, it is not 
stteiuied with more mischievous consequence when (•ermit- 
ted to the former than to the latter. The pract ce of permit- 
ting the public money to be used by its kce^^rs as here, is 
believed to bo peculiar to this country, and to exist scarcely 
any where else. To procure it here, improf ei influences are 
appealed to ; unwise connexions are eslahlished between the 
Government and vast numbers of powerful Slate Institutions; 
other motives than the public good are brought to liear both { 
on the Executive and Legislative departments, and selfish j 
combinations, leading to special legislation, are formed. It , 
is made ttie interest of banking institutions and their stock- ' 
holders throughout tho Union to use their exertions for the ! 
incre^isc of taxation and the arcumubtion of a burphis reve- [ 
nue ; and, while an excuse is affordi'd, the moans are I'urnish- ] 
cd for thotie excessive issues which lead to extravagant trading . 
and speculation, and arc the forerunners of a vast debt abroad, ; 
anil a suspension of the banks at home. j 

Impressed, therefore, as I am, with the propriety of the , 
funds of the Government being withdrawn from the private j 
use of cither banks or individuals, and the public money kept 
by duly appointed public agents ; and beUeung, as I do, that ' 
such also is tho judgment which discussion, refiection and i 
experience liave produced on the public mind, I leave the ! 
subject with yon. It is, at all events, essential to the inter- 
ests of the community and the business of the government, 
that a dedaion should be made. 

Most of the argoments that dissuade us from employing 
banks in the custody and disbursement of the public money 
apply, with equal force, to the receipt of their notes for public 
dues. The difilerenoe is only in form. In one instance the 
Government is a creditor for its deposits, and in the other for 
the notes it holds. They afford the same opportunity for 
using the publid* moneys, and equally lead to all the evils at- 
tendant upon it, since a bank can as safely extend its dis- 
counts on a deposits of its notes in the hands of a public 
officer M on one made in its own vaults. On ttie other hand, 
it would give to the government no greater security ; for, in 
case of failure, the claim of the note-holder woukl bo no better 
than that of a depositor. 

I am aware that the danger of inconvenience to the public 
and unreasonable pressure upon sound banks have been urged 
as objections to requiring the payment of the revenue in gold 
and silver. These objectiona haye been greatly exaggerated. 
From the best estimates, we may safely fix the amount of! 



specie in the country at eighty-five milTions of dollars, and ibr 
portion of t!.at which would be employed at any one time in 
the receipts and disbursi'mentfi of the Government, even if 
the propcued change were made at once, would not, it is now,^ 
after fuller investigation, believed, exceed four or five millions.. 
If the change were gradual, several years would elapse before 
that sum would be requifcd, with annuid opportunities in tbtf 
meantime, to alter the law, should experience prove it to be 
oppressive or inconvenient. The portions of the community 
on whose business the chnnf^ wotdd inNnediately operate, 
are comparutivcly nmall, nor is it believed that its effect would 
be in the least unjust or injurious to them. 

In the payment of duties, which constitute by far tbegrea- 
er proportion of the revenue, a very large proportion is derived 
from foreign commistiion houses and agents of foreign man- 
ufacturers, who sell the goods consigned to them, generally 
at auction, and aflcr paying the duties out of the avails, remit 
the rest abroad in specie or its equivalent That tlie amount 
of duties should, in such ca«es be also retained in specie, can 
hardly be made made a matter of complaint. Our own im- 
p(Ating merchants, by whom the residue of the duties ii« 
paid, are nut only peculiarly interested in maintaining a sound 
currency, which the measure in question will especially pro- 
mote, but. are, fiom the nature of their dealings, best able to 
know wh^n specie will be needed, and to procure it with the 
least difficulty or sacrifice. Rcbiding, too, almost universally 
in places where the revenue is received, and where the drafbi 
used by the Government for its disbursements must coAcer^ 
trale, they have an opportunity to ol)tain and use them in 
place of specie, should it be for their interest or convenience. 
Of the number of these drafts, and the fadlities they may 
alford, as well as of the rapidity with which the public funds 
aic drawn and disbursed, an idea may be formed from the 
hct that, of nearly twenty millions of dollars paid to collect 
tors and reoeivcis during the present year, the average amount 
in their hands at any one time has not exceeded a million 
and a half; ami of tlio fifteen millions received by the collec* 
tor of New York alone during the present year,, the average 
amount held by him, subject to draft during each week, ha» 
been less than half a million. 

Tile ea^e and safety uf the operations of the Treasuiy in 
keeping the pultlie monty, are promoted by the application 
of its own drafU to the public dues. The objection arising 
from having them too long outstanding, might be obviated, 
and they yet made to affard to merchants and banks hold* 
ing them, an equivalent for specie, and in that way greatly 
lessen the amount actually requircxl. Still less inconveni- 
ence will attend the requirement of specie in purchases of 
public lands. Such purchases, except v. hen made on spec- 
ulation, are, in general, bnt single transactions, rare>y re> 
peated liy the same fierson ; and it is a fact, that for the last 
year and a h:ilf, during which the notes of sound banks 
have been received, more than a moiety of these payments 
have been voluntarily made in specie, being a larger propor- 
tion than would have been required in three years mnder 
the graduation proposed. 

It is moreover a principle, than which none is better set- 
tled by experience, thst the supply of the precioas metals 
will always bo found adequate to the vsos for which they 
are required. They abound in countries where no other 
currency is allowed. In our own States where small notes 
are excluded, ^eld and silver- supply their place. When 
driven to their hiding places by bank suspensions, a little 
firmness in the community soon restores them in a sufiident 
quantity for ordinary purposes. Postage and other pulrfio 
dues have been collected in coin, withont serious inconveni- 
ence, even in states where a depreciated paper currency has 
existed for years, and this, with the aid of Treasury notes 
for a part of the time, was done withoot interruption during* 
the suspension of 1SS7. At the present moment, the re- 
ceipts and disbursements of the Goremment are made in 
legal jcurrency in the largest portion of the Union^no one 
suggests a departure irom this rale ; and if it can now be 
successfully carried out, it will be serely attended with 
even less dHficalty when bank notes are again radeamed in 
specie. 

Indeed I cannot think iiuX a serioos objection wotddtny 
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where be raised to the receipt and pnyment of gold and sil- 
ver in all public transactions, were it cot from an apprehen- 
sion that a surplus in the Treasury might withdraw a large 
portion of it from circulation, and lock it up unprofitably in 
the public vaults* It would not; in my opinion, be difBcuIt 
to prevent strch an inconvenience from occurring; but the 
authentic statements which 1 have already submitted to you 
in regarj to the actual amount in the pub'ic Treasury at 
any one tim(* during the period embraced in U^em, and the 
little probability of a different state of the Treasury for at 
least' some years to come, seem tu render it unnecessary to 
dwell upon it. Congress, moreover, as I have before ob- 
served, win in every ye^ir have an opportunity to guard 
against it, should the occurrence of any circumstances lead 
US to apprehend injury from this source. Viewing the sub- 
ject in all its sespccts, I cannot believe that any period will 
be more auspicious than the present for the adoption of all 
measures neressaiy to maintain the hanctity of our own en- 
gagements, and to aid in securing to ihe community that 
abundant supply of the precious metals, which adds so much 
to (heir prosperity, and gives increased stability to aU their 
dealings. 

In a country so commercial as ours, banks tn some form 
will probably always exist ; but this serves only to render it 
the more incumbent on us, notwithstanding the discourage- 
ments of the past, to strive in our respective stations to mit- 
igate the evils they produce — to take from them, as rapidly 
as the obligations of public faith and a careful considera- 
tion of the immediate interests of the community will per- 
mit, the unjust character of monopolies ; lo check, so far as 
may be practicable, by prudent legislation, those temptations 
of interest and those opportunities for their dangerous in- 
dulgence, which beset them on every side, and to confine 
them strictly to the performance of their paramount duty, 
th»t of' aiding the operations of commerce, rather than con- 
sulting their own exclusive advantage. These and other 
salutary reforms may, it is believed be accomplished with- 
out the violation of any of the great principles of the social 
compact, the observance of which is indispensa))le to its ex- 
istence, or interfering in any way with the useful and profi- 
table employment of real capital. 

Instttutiofts so framed have existed and still exist else- 
where giving to commercial intercourse all necei^sary facili- 
ties, without inflating or depreciating the currency, or stim- 
ulating speculation. Thus accomplishing their legitimate 
ends, they have gained the surest guarantee for their pro- 
tection and encouragement in the good will of the commu- 
nity. Among a people so just as ours the same results 
dould not fail to attend a similar course. The direct super- 
vision of the banks belongs, from the nature of our Govern- 
ment to the States who authorize them. It is to their Le- 
gislatures that the people must mainly look for action on 
that subject But as the conduct of the Federal Govern- 
ment in the management of its revenue has also a powerful 
though leas immediate influence upon them, it becomes our 
duty to see that a proper direction is given to it While the 
keeping of the public revenue in a separate and Independent 
TroosQiy, and of collecting it in gold and silver, will have a 
mlatary influence on the system of paper credit with which 
all banks are connected, and thus aid those that are sound 
and wen managed, it will at the same time sensibly check 
such as are otherwise, by at once withholding the means of 
extravagance aflbnled by the public funds, end restraining 
them from excessive issues of notes which they would be 
constantly called upon to redeem. 

I am aware it has been urged that this eontrol may bo 
best attaiiwd and exerted by means of a National Bank. — 
The conatittttional objections, which I am well known to 
entertain, would prevent me in any eyent from proposing or 
oflsenting to that remedy ; but In addition to thio, I cannot, 
after post experience, bring mysdf to think that it eon any 
longer be extensively regwded as effective for ouch a pur- 
poee. The history of the Ute National Bank through all ite 
mutations shows that it was not so. On the contrary, it 
may, after a careful consideration of the subject, be, I think, 
safely stoted, that at every period of banking exceoe it took 
the lend, that in 1817, and 1818,in I823»in 1831, and in 



1834 its vast expansions, followed by. distressing contne* 
tions, led to thore of the State institutions. It swelled amd 
maddened the tides of the banking system, but seldom al- 
layed or safely directed them. At a few periods only was a 
salutary control cxercis< d, but an eager desire on the eoia" 
trary, exhibited for profit in the fir:st place ; and if, afterword^ 
ita measures were severe towards otner institutions it was 
because its own safety compelled it to adopt them. It did 
not differ from them in principle or in form ; its measures 
emanated from the ^rae spirit of gain ; it felt the earner 
temptation to over issues; it suffered from, and was totally 
unable to avert, those inevitable laws of trade, by which it 
was itself aflected equally with ihem ; and at least on one 
occasion, at an early day, it was saved only by extraordinary 
exertions from the same fate that attended the weakest in- 
stitution it professed to supervise. . In 1837 it failed, equally 
with others, in redeeming its notes, though the two yearr 
allowed by its charter for that purpose had not expired, a 
large amount of which remains to the present time outstand- 
ing. It is true, that having so vast a capital, and strength^ 
ened by the use of all the revenues of the Government, it 
possessed more power ; but while it was itself, by that cir- 
cumstance, freed from the control which all banks require^ 
its paramount object and inducement were left the same~- 
to make tlic most for its stockholders, not to regulate the 
currency of the country. Nor has it, as far as we are ad- 
vised, been found to be greatly otherwise elsewhere. The- 
national character given to the Bank of England has not 
prevented excessive fluctuations in their currency, oad it 
proved unable to keep off » saspension of specie ]iayment9y 
which lasted for nearly a quarter of a lenlury. And why 
should we expect it to be otherwise ? A national institu- 
tion, though deriving its charter from a different source than 
the State banks, is yet constituted upon the same principles ; 
is conducted by men equally exposed to temptation ; and is 
liable to the same disasterj-*, with the additional disadvantage 
that its magnitude occasions an extent of confusion and dis- 
tress which the mismanagoment of smaller institutions could 
not produce* It can scarcely be doubted that the recent 
suspension of the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, of 
which the effects arc felt not in that state atone, but over 
half the Union, lad its origin in a course of business com- 
menced while it was a national institution ; and there is 
no good reason for supposing that the same consequence* 
would not have followed had it still derived its powere from 
the General Government. It irin vain, when the inHneiices 
and impulses are the same, to look for a difference in conduct 
or results. By such creations we do, therefore, but increase the 
mass of paper credit and paper currency, without checking 
their attendant evils and fluctuations. The extent of power 
and the efficiency of organization which we give, so far 
from being beneficial, are in practice, positively injurious. 
They strengthen the chain of dependance throughout the 
Union, subject all parts more certainly to common disostef* 
and bind every bank more effectually, in the first instance» 
to those of our commercial cities, and in the end, to a for- 
eign power. In a word, I cannot but believe that, with the 
full understanding of the operations of our banking system 
which experience has produced, public sentiment is not lesa 
opposed to the creation of a National Bank for purposes coo* 
nected with currency and commerce, than for these cod* 
nected with the fiscal operations of the Government. 

Yet the commerce and currency of the country are sufi^ 
ing evils from the operations of the State banks which cannot 
and ought not to be overlooked. By their means, we have 
been flooded witfi a depredated paper, which it was evident^ 
the design of thefiramers of the Constitution to prevent, when 
they required Congress to "coin money and regulate the value 
of foreign coins," and when they forbade the States '^ coin 
money, emit bills of credit make any thing but gold and di- 
ver a tender in payment of debts," or " pass any law impair- 
ing the obligation of contracts." If they did not guard more 
explicitly against the present state of things, it was becanso 
they could not have anticipated that the few banks then ex- 
isting wen to swell to an extent which would expel to so 
gieot a degree the gold and silver, for which thej had pn>- 
vided, firom the channels of eircttlation, and fiU Uiem with « 
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Currency that defeats the objects they had in view. The 
remedy for this m\ut chiefly lest with the States from whose 
legislation it has sprung. No good that might accrue in a 
particular case from the exercise of powers^ not obviously con- 
ferred on the General Government, would authorize its inter- 
ference, or justify a course that might, in the slightest degree, 
inc r ease at the expense of the States, the power of the Fede- 
ral authorities — ^nor do I doubt that the States will apply the 
remedy. Within t^ last few years, events have appealed to 
them too strongly to be disregarded. They have seen that 
the Constitution, thougU theoretically adhered to, is subverted 
in practice, t'mt while on the statute books tlierc is no l^ol 
tender but gold and silvei, no Idw impairing the obligations 
of contracts, yet that, in point of fact, the privileges conferred 
on banking corporations have made their notes the currency 
of the country : thai the obligaliona imposed by these notes 
are violated under the impulses of interest or convenience ; 
and that the numl)er and power of the persons connected 
with these corporations, or placed under tlieir influenre, give 
them a fearful weight when their interest u in opposition to 
the spirit of the Coii«titution and laws To the j)eo|ile it is im- 
material whether these results are produced by open violations 
of the latter, or by the workings of a system of which the re- 
aultis the same. An inflexible execution even of the existing 
•tatutes of most of the states, would redress many evils now 
endured ; would eflcctually show the banks the dangers of 
mismanagement, which impunity encourages them to repeat; 
and would teach all corporations the useful lesaon that (hey 
are the subjects of the law and the servants of the people. — 
What is still wanting to eflect these objects must be sought 
in additional legislation ; or, if that be inadequate, in such 
further constitutional grants or restrictions as may bring us 
back into the path from which we have so wiJcly wandered. 

In the meantime it is the duty of the General Government 
to co-operate with the States, by a wise exercise of its con- 
stitutional powers, and the enforcement of its existing laws. 
The extent to which it may do so by further enactments, I 
have already adverted to, and the wisdom of Congress may 
yet enlarge them. But, above all, it is incumbent upon us to 
hold erect the principles of morality antl law. constantly exe- 
cuting our own contracts in accordance with the provisions 
of the Constitution and thus serving as a rallying point by 
which our whole country may be brought back to that safe 
and honoured standard. 

Our people will not long be insensible to the extent of the 
burdens entailed upon them by the false system that has been 
operating on their sanguine, energetic, and industrious char- 
acters ; nor to the means necessary to extricate themselves 
from these embarrassments. The weight which pre^es upon 
a large portion of the people and the States, is an enormous 
debt, foreign and domestic. The foreign debt of oup States, 
corporations, and men of business, can scarcely be less than 
two hundred millions of dollars, requiring more than ten 
millions of dollars a year to pay the interest This sum has 
to be paid out of the exports of the country, and must of ne- 
cessity cut off imports to that extent, or plunge the country 
more deeply in debt from year to year. It is easy4o see that 
the increase of this foreign debt must augment the annual 
demand on the exports to pay the interest, and to the same 
extent diminish the imports ; and in proportion to the en- ! 
largement of the foreign debt, and the consequent increase of i 
interest, must be the decrease of the import trade. In lieu of 
the comforts which it now brings us, we might have our gi- 
gantic banking institutions, and splendid, but, in many in- 
atancea, profitless railroads and canals, absorbing to a great 
extent, in interest upon the capital borrowed to construct 
them, the surplus fruits of national industry for years to come, 
and securing to posterity no adequate return for the comforts 
which the labours of their hands might otherwise have se- 
cured. It is not by the increase of this debt that relief is to be 
jKMight, but in its diminution. Upon this point, tliere is, I am 
happy to say, hope before us ; not so much in the return of 
confidence abroad, which will enable the States to borrow 
more money, as in a change of public feelinir At ^oroe, which | 
prompts our people to pause Jp-^Skar 'career, and think of the ' 
means by wluch debts are to be paid before they'are contract- ' 
ed. If we would escape embarraasment, public and private^ ' 
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we must cease to run in debt, except for ohjects of necessity, 
or such as will yield a certain return. Let the faith of the 
Stated, corporations and individuals, already pledged, be kept 
with the most punctilious regard. It is due to our nationial 
character as well as to justice, that Uiis should on the part 
of each, be a fixed principle of conduct But it behoves ua 
all to be more ch.iry in pledging it hereafler. By ceasing 
to run in debt and applying the surplus of our ciopa and in- 
comes to the discharge of existing obligations, buying lesi 
and selling more, and managing all aflairs, public and pri- 
vate, with strict economy and frugality, we shall see out 
country soon recover from a temporary depression, arising 
not from natural and permanent causes, but from those I have 
enumerated, and advai.ce with renewed vigour in her career 
of prosperity. 

Fortunately-for us, at thifi moment, when the balance of 
trade is greatly against us, and the difficulty of meeting it 
enhanced by the disturbed state of our money affaini, the 
bounties of Providence have come to relieve us from the con* 
sequences of past errors. A faithful application of the im« 
mense results of the labours of the last season, will afiord 
partial relief for the present, and perseverance in ihe sam* 
C4iursc, will, in due season, accomplish the rest We have 
hud full experience in times post, of the extraordinary results 
which can, in this respect, be brought about in a short period, 
by the united and well directed efibrts of a community like 
ours. Our surplus profits, the energy and industry of our 
population, and the wonderful advantages which Providence 
has bestowed upon our country, in its climate, its various pro- 
ductions, indispensable to other nations, will in due time, tS- 
ford abundant means to perfect the most useful of those ob- 
jects, for which the States have been plunging themseWea of 
late in embarra^ments and debt, without imposing on our- 
selves or our children such fearful burdens. 

But let it be indelibly engraved on our minds that relief is 
not to be found in expedients. Indebtedness cannot be less- 
ened by borrowing more money, or by changing the form of 
the deb*, l^he balance of trade is not to be turned in our 
favour by creating new demands upon us abroad. Our cur- 
rency cannot be improved by the creation of new banks, or 
more issues from those which now exist Although these 
devices sometimes appear to give temporary relief, they al- 
most invariably aggravate the evil in the end. It is only by 
retrenchment and reform, by curtailing public and private 
expenditures, by paying our debts, and by reforming our 
banking system, that we are to expect effectual relief, secu- 
rity for the future, and an enduring prosperity. In shaping 
the institutions and policy of the General Government so as 
to promote, as far as it can with its limited powers, these 
important ends, you may rely on my most cordial co ope* 
ration. 

That there should have been, in the progress of recent 
events, doubts in many quarters, and in some a heated oppo- 
sition to every change, cannot surprise us. Doubts are pro- 
perly attendant on all reform, and it is peculiarly in the nature 
of such abuses as we are now encountering, to seek to peN 
petuate their power by means of the influence they have bisen 
permitted to acquire. It is their result if not their object, to 
gain for the few an ascendency over the many, by securing 
to them a monopoly of the currency, the medium through 
which most of the wants of mankind are supplied — to pro- 
duce throughout society a chain of dependence which leads 
all classes to look to privileged associations for the mean* 
of speculation and extravagance — to nourish, in preference 
to the manly virtues that give dignity to human nature, a 
craving desire for luxurious enjoyment and sudden wealth, 
which renders those who seek them dependent on those who 
supply them — to substitute for republican simplicity and eco- 
nomical habits, a sickly appetite for efTcminate indulgence, 
and an imitation of that reckless extravagance which impo- 
verished and enslaved the industrious people of foreign lands; 
and at last, to fix upon us, instead of those equal politica] 
rights, the acquisition of which was alike the object and sup- 
posed reward of our Revolutionary struggle, a system of exclu- 
sive privileges, conferred by partial legislation. To remove the 
influences which had thus gradually grown np anong u^— 
to deprive them of then deceptive aidvvntfeges—lo test thca 
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by the light of wisdom and truth — to oppose the iarce which 
they concentrate in their auppoit — all this was necessarily 
the work of time, erra among a peofde so enlightened and 
pore as that of the United Bcates. In most other eoiuitnes, 
pcrhapcv it ctmid only be accamplishled through that series of 
revoltitionaiy movements, which are too oAen found neces- 
sary to effect any great and radical reform ; but it is the crown- 
ing merit of our institutions, that they create and nourish in 
^c VAst majority of our people, a disposition and a power 
peaceably t<> remedy abuses which have elsewhere caused the 
effusion of rivers of blood, and of the sacrifice of thousands 
of the human race. The result thus far is most honourable 
to (he self-denial, the intelligence, and the patriotism of our 
citiu'nfl ; it justifies the confident hope that they will cany 
through the reform which has been so well begun, and that 
they will go still further than they have yet gone in illus- 
trating the important truth, Chat a people as free and enlight- 
oncd as ours, will, whene%'er it becomes necessary, show them- 
selves to be indeed capable of self-government by voluntarily 
adopting appropriate remedies for every abuse, and submitting 
to temporary sacrifices, however great, to ensure their per- 
manent welfare. 

My own exertions for the furtherance of these desirable 
objects have been bestowed, throughout my official career 
with a zeal that is nourished by ardent wishes for the welfare 
of my country, and by an unlimited rdiance on the wisdom 
Chat marks its ultimate decision oaall great conlroverted ques- 
th>ns. Impressed with the solemn obligations imposed upon 
me by the Constitution, desirous also of laying before my 
follow-citizcns, with whose confidence and support I have 
been so highly honoured, such measures as s^pear to me 
conducive Co their prosperity — ^and anxious to submit to their 
fullest consideration the grounds upon which my opinions 
are formed, I have on this aa upon preceding occasions, freely 
oflcred my views on those points cff domestic policy that seem, 
at the present time, most prominently to require the action 
of the Government. I know thai they will receive from Con- 
gress that full and able consideration which the importance 
of the subjects merit, and I can repeat the assurance hereto- 
fore made, that I shall cheerfully and readily coK»pcrate with 
you in every measure that will tend to promote the weHare 
of the Unions 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, December 2, 1839. 



From the Baltimore American. 

The Snow— The Jnialls. 

It ia but rarely that so heavy a fall of snow ia witnessed 
In this quarter, as that which descended without intermission 
during the twenty-four hours from Saturday to Sunday night 
Its depth has been varioosly estimated at twelve to twenty 
inches, but wo think that tlie medium of sixteen inches would 
he nearer the true measure. At one period of the storm there 
was also rain ; and die snow which subsequently fell was 
damp and heavy, making the mass compact and not easy of 
removal. The various turnpike and other roads, as may be 
supposed, have been more or less impeded by the anow, and 
the travel on the difibrent railroads has been unavoidably sus- 
pended for the lime being. The agents of the several rail- 
road companies have been making extraordinary efiforts to 
re-open the communications, and locomotives with snow- 
ploughs, brooms, and labourers have been employed to clear 
the rails, but the snow lies so compactly that the task before 
tlicm is truly a Herculean one. 

Up to four o'clock, yesterday aAemoon, when this article 
was written, not a mail from any quarter had been received 
at the po«(t office. There were then due two mails from the 
east, by the Philadelphia Railrood ; two mails from the north, 
( York, Harrisburg. &c.) ; one mail from the south-west by 
the Winchester and Ohio Railroads ; and one mail from th« 
south, by the Washington Railroad. 

The great eastern mail was despatched from Baltimore on 
Sunday, a*i well as the tv^estern mail via Frederick. Yester- 1 
day no mails were sent away but those for Chambersbur^ 
and Annapolis. | 

Xal^.^ Since the above was written, the tnm firom Phil- 



adelphia with the mafl due on Sunday, boa airived. It 
ed the depot at Canton at a quarter past four P. M. the 
tention having been caused by the heavy fall of snow betwvea 
Baltimore and Havre de Grace ; that port of the rood it wotild 
seem, being more deepfy covered than the sections east of iC 
Four locomotive engines with snow-ploughs were sent cmt 
early on Sunday morning, and notwithstanding their cfibrti^ 
the train which left Philadelphia that morning only reochad 
the Gunpowder water station at ten o'eiodt on Sunday night. 
Here the posseRgera determined to remain imlil yesterday 
morning; and were comfortably accommodated at the Hofek 
recently erected by Dr. Reardon. The engines and plougfaa 
were kept at work nearly all night, and it was only througlk 
the untiring perseverance of the agents of the Company that 
the passengera were enabled to reach ihe dty yesterday after- 
noon, having been from half>past eight o'clodk in the morn- 
ing performing a jouroey of sixteen miles. 

Some idea may be formed of the difficulty of removing 
the snow from the track, when we state that a locomotive 
and plough which left Canton Depot at 10 o'clodk yesterday 
morning, had only travelled five miles at the time it was paos- 
ed by the train coming from Philadelphia. 

It is presumed the tram which left Battinore on Sunday 
reached Philadelphia in due season, as the snow did net 
commence fiilUng in that city until seven o'clock on Sunday 
morning. 

Nothing is known of the train which left Philaddphia on 
Monday morning for Baltimore. It had not airived hst night 
when our paper went to press. 

The track between Baltimore and Havre de Grace is now 
pretty well cleared, and the train for Philadelphia, will kave 
here this morning, at the usual hour of nine o'clock. 

It is reported ^at the care for Wadiington, which left Bal- 
timore at nine Mi Sunday morning had yesterday progressed 
no -farther than the Relay House, nine miles from the city. 

At nine o'clock 'last night there was no appearance of a 
train from Washington, and, after that hour, no expectation 
of its arrival last night We are consequently without any 
advices from tliat city. 

The cats from York, due on Sunday evening, haTe not 
arrived. 

The accumulated' weight of the snow and rain caused 
damage to several buildings. A large house at the comer of 
Front and Plowman street, formerly a livery stable, hot latd^ 
divided into several tenements, with a school room in the 
second story, was completely crushed in. The roof was 
broken in several places, the walls thrown down, the bricka 
from the front forcing open a door on the oppooite side of 
the street The fall took place at 4 o'clock in the morning, 
and it is very fortunate that it did not occur while the boye 
were in school A carpenter's shop in Payette street, near 
Howard, was also crushed in, and a blacksmith's shop in 
South Howard, near Pratt street ivas also levelkd to the 
ground. Both these were frame buSdings. A ahop on Sara- 
toga street, near Howard, was also crushed in. 



Donte of Ropresentati^ct off 8. C* 

J/ofirfay, December 2, 
On motion of Mr. Phillips, 

Resolved, That it be referred toji Special Committee to 
inquire how far the banks of this state, in the late suspension 
of specie payments, and in refusing the usual accommodationa 
to the citizens, have vitiated and forfeited their charten ; and, 
also, to inquire and report what course it becomes this legv- 
lature ^o pursue, in relation to the some. 

Committee, Messrs. Phillips, Burt, Bellinger, €k>iiiidin, Irbj, 
On motion of Mr. Phillips, 

Resolved. That the Committees appointed to inspect the 
Bank of the State of South Carolina and its brandies, be m- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the direc- 
tion of the Bank of the State of South Carolina to a omaller 
number than the present Board, and of giving to the Directore 
stated adequate salaries : and of making it a misdemeanor, 
in any Director to use directly or indirectly as a drawer, en- 
doraer or otherwise the funds of that institution. And that the 
some Committee be authorised to report by biH or olhorwiw. 
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Tko malne Baiiiidarfr, 

The foUowing extract of a speech, deliyered by Mr. Feath- 
entonaugfa, one of the British Commissioners on the Maine 
Boundaiy Question, on the 30th of November last, at St 
Johns, N. Be, on that snbjecf, will be read with interest: 

" Yon are all fiuniliar with the history of this Bonndary 
Queatioo, and it must have excited in yon, as it has in many 
othen, great sorpiise that notwithstanding the case has for so 
many yean past been under the consideratioa of so many 
able men on both sides, and that it has been referred, with all 
the evidence they had collected, to one of the most enlightpn- 
ed and honest Sovereigns in Europe, for a decision, by mu- 
tual consent, still the parlies have not been able to agree, nor 
the Soverei^ Arbiter to come to a conclusion consistent with 
the rule laid down in the second article of the treaty of 1783. 
Of the able men t have alluded to, two belonged to this Pro- 
vince—one of them, the late Judge Chipmuny an acute man 
with high intellectual powers ; the other, the present worthy 
Chief Ju9tice, hjm ton, yrho is justly revered .amongst you 
for hu dear judgment and extensive acquirements. On the 
side of the United States >here have also been some eminent 
men employed. I believe I do not transcend my duty when 
I state that after a long and careful study of the history of 
the case, and an examination made with diligence and en- 
eigy, of the physical geography of the territory in dispute, 
at aU the points essential to investigation, it is my conviction 
that the failure to bring this grave matter to a final issue id to 
be entirely attributed to defective information and a fatal em- 
barrassment occasioned by the requirements of the second 
article of the Treaty of Ghent The cardinal rules, gentle- 
men, for the pursuit of truth in all matters of science, and in 
all matters connected with the progressive improvement of 
mankind, is to go from the known to the unhnovn. But 
thb rule in the second article of the Treaty of Ghent is re- 
vened ; we are required to go from the unknown to the 
known. The second article directs the boundary betwixt the 
two countries to begin at the JVorth h'eit J9n^le of J^'ova 
Scotia, a point which never had any existence and which 
never was established or set apart by any survey, either of a 
direct or indirect kind. Its position depends upon the pre- 
▼ions ascertainment of two lines, and the point of coincidence 
between them would, when established, be the point where 
ihe North West Angle would be, and that where the Treaty 
directs the Boundary to begin. But ance neither of those 
two lines have yet been ascertained, and the point of depar- 
ture of only one of them agreed upon, it is evident that the 
North West Angle of Nova Scotia, which is to bo an efiect 
ox. result proceeding from causes, the inherent power, of 
which we are yet ignorant of, is to this moment a nonentity, 
and must remain so until the precise direction of the two 
lines before spoken of is mutudly agreed upon, and estab- 
lished. This is a sufficient reason why all attempts to bring 
the depute to a happy termination hitherto have failed, the 
word^ of that treaty directing us to begin at the end, instead 
of the beginning, and to pursue the inquiries from the un- 
known to the known. Gentlemen, I do not wish to conceal 
from you who are so much interested in the matter, that the 
invettig^tionM in vhieh I hax^e been engagedy have pro- 
duced retnlto which ought to it^uence government t that 
deoire no territorial acquisitiont at the^xpenae of Juotice 
and the reverence due to treati^, as I am persuaded is the 
case with the two Governments now negotiating on this im- 
portant subject. The defective information it is hoped and 
lieKeved can be supplied. I say this much because rumour 
is being busy about the declared intentions of the State of 
Maine to proceed in taking possession of the whole territoiy 
in dispute, without awaiting the peaceful proceedings now in 
p ro g r ew betwixt the Federal Government and that of Her 
Majesty. I do not believe in these rumours. The State of 
Mslne sets too high a value upon the peace now happily 
■ubsiiting betwixt the two countries, and will, T|have no doubt, 
await the constitutional action of their National Government 

Let us on our part, by our patience, show our confidence 
In the justice of oar cause, and in the sincere endeavoom of I 
dw two govmimsnts to faring the dispute to an adjustment i 



that neither side may be ashamed to ratify. I^et all take ex- 
ample from the gallant and wise person at the head of your 
government. His Excellency, Major General Sir John Har^ 
vey, who, whilst he pays the strictest deference to the rights 
of other^ is vigilant to protect those committed to bis caie, 
and whose solicitude for the happiness of all under his gov- 
ernment is most singularly paternal, as I have had many oo- 
casions of observing." 



From the Charieston Courier. 
Ttllo^r or Strangcr^« Ferer. 

We have received a copy, in pamphlet form, of a report 
on the history and causes of this fatal epidemic of our Southr 
em cities, recently read before the Board of Health of this 
city, by Dr. Thomas Y. Simons, Chairman of that body, 
and published by their direction. The first authentic ae • 
count of its occurrence locates it in Barbadoes, in 1647, 
whence it spread over the West Indies. It occurred in 
Bopton in 1693, and in Lisbon in 1723. Its first appear- 
ance in Charkaston was in 16V9 or 1700, when it was 
called by the inhabitants a plague. It occurred again in 
1703, and rs-appearcd in 1728. In 1732 and 1739, it raged 
with such violence as to cause, when at its height, 10 or IS 
deaths a day. Its next visits were in 1746 and 1 748, when 
it existed in a comparatively mild form. In 1 753 and 1755, 
a few caFos occurred ; and then it ceased to prevail as an epi- 
demic, until the year 1792, although sporadic cases, which 
occur more or less every year, continued to happen. In 
1792. commenced what Dr. Ramsay termed *'a new era of 
the Yellow Fever," and it ravaged our city almost continu- 
ously to 1 807, both inclusive. During this protracted pe- 
riod, the year 1793, alone was entirely exempt from the 
dreadful visitation— in 1803 and 1805, the cases were few 
in number, and in 1806 they were not only few, but occur- 
red only under particular circumstances. Th» interval be- 
tween 1807 ahd 1817 was exempt from the scourge ; but 
in the latter y^ar itre4ppeared with great a^alignancy, and 
re-commenced a scries of more frequent visitations, viz : 
in the years 1819, 1824, 1827, 1828, 1830, 1834,1835. 
1838, and 1839. 

The followmg table exhibits the number of deaths from 
Yellow Fever, in diflerent years, so far as they have been 
preserved by our records and also the diflerent classes of 
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From the foregoing table and from other facts dcveloiird 
in the report, the following conclusions may l«e f)rawn. 

1. That the Yellow Fever in our city is emphatically a 
Strange/o Fevm-, never attaOdsg a4ttlt natives, only oce%« 
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lionally attacking imtiTe children, and those for Uie meet ! 
part under 14 yeara of age, and chiefly expending its vio- 
lence on unacclimated strangprs — long residence in the city 
being of itself generally a sufficient safeguard, and a former 
attadc of the disease giving almost perfect security. In this 
connexion it may be remarked that northern constitutions are 
most liable to this disease, and those within our state, who 
live near the city or in the low country, are less so than 
those who are more remote lirom it ; and it not only seldom 
attacks black personF, but affects them less fatally than 
whites. 

2. 7*hat females are leas liable to it than males. This is 
doubtless attributable to the greater exposure of males to the 
exciting causes of the disease— to the heat of the day, and 
the dews of night — and to pernicious habits — ^although the 
comparatively small number of female strangers accounts in 
m great measure for the greater mortality among males.-*— 
Children, from like causes, are less liable chan adults who 
are subjects of the disease. 

3. That mortality from Yellow Fever is on the wane, as 
well because it has assumed a milder type, as because there 
is increased skill in its treatment In 1732, when the pop- 
ulation of the city was very inconsiderable, the number of 
deaths was from 8 to L2 a day — a greater mortality than 
has ever been known since, even with our greatly increased 
population. The years 1S38 and 1 889 do not militate against 
this conclusion. The fever of 1 838 was preceded by a dcstroc- 
tive conflagration which exposed a vast surface to the action 
of heat and moisture, diminished the quantity of smoke 
from fire-|^aces, and pent up the population, (greatly swell- 
ed by an influx of labouring strangers to aid in re-bnilding 
the city) in crowded dwellings. These causes were pecu- 
liar, and establish an exception to the rule ; and the same 
causes, although existing to a less extent, produced a like 
result, during the present year. With our city now in a 
great measure re-built, and without any extraordinary influx 
of strangers in coming years, and also in view of the fact 
that the Yellow Fever seems to have performed its cycle, wo 
may very confidently look for such an interval as occurred 
between the year 1807 and 1817, before we shall be again' 
visited by this epidemic 

The months in which the Yellow Fever rages with great- 
est violence are usually August, Seplenibcr and October. 
Jt generally commences about the middle or end of July, 
end disappears in the beginning of Novemlier. This year 
it commenced in June, and ceased early in Octol)er l^hc 
cmly instance of its earlier occtirrence was in 1732, when it 
•began in May and terminated in October. 

It is a curious comcidence that the Yellow Fever of 1828 
seemingly gave place to a disease called the Dengue, having 
many of the incipient aymptoms of Yellow Fever, which I 
prevailed as an epidemic, aflfecting nearly every body, but ' 
proving fatal in veiyfew instances ; and thit during the pre- I 
sent year, the Yellow Fever seemed in like manricr to yield i 
to an epidemic, very similar to, but lesa prevalent thtn the | 
Dengue, called the Broken Bone Fever, which did not 
prove fatal in a single case. 

Notwithstanding the occasional prevalence of yellow fe- 
'ver in Charleston, to say nothing of the extraordinary health 
<ofhernative and acclimated population, her average mor- 
tality is nearly on a par with that of New York : Dunglin- 
«on, in 18S5, having stated tlie annual mortality of the 
former, at 1 in S64 and of the latter 1 in 87; and her yel- 
low fever is by no means as destructive as the Typhus fever 
<»f colder climates, which poevails os an epidemic, among 
natives as well as strangers, and although the native chil- 
dren of Charleston are to some extent liable to yellow fever, 
that disease is by no means so &tal to them, as Scarlatina, 
Sorethroat, and Cholera Infantum, both here and else- 
where. In relation to the causes of yellow fever, the report 
is rather negative than positive, tending to confirm the long 
settled opinion of medical men in this city that the dseaso 
is not contagious, infectious, or imported, but endemic, or 
indigenous to Charleston, arising from a peculiar state of 
the atmosphere, produced by excessive heat and moisture, 
(the latter rather indicated by heavy night dews, than rains,) 
9nd a defioianey of the cleotrical fluid. The condition of the 



docks, whnrves^ drains and oflfal of the city, it is admitted, may 
be predisposing causes of this disease, but are neither sepa- 
rately nor collectively adequate to its generation — for these 
causes are perennial, and their supposed effect only occa* 
sional. Proper attention to these matters, and especialij a 
supply of the city with abundance of wholesome water, are 
recommended as highly important sanitary regulattona. 



meeting of Cliarleiton I9I«*reliaiitft. 

A meeting of the merchants of Charleston, engaged in the 
Georgia trade, was held at the Charleston Hotel, on the 14th 
inst., on the subject of the collection of their Georgia Notes, 
pa;»ablc in Geori^ia, and the course pursued by one or more 
of the Georgia Banks, in relation thereto. Mr. H. R. Banks 
was called to the Chair, who explained the object of the 
meeting, and read various communications on tlie eubject* 
which were refeiTcd to a committee of three, consisting of 
M. T. Mendenhall, L. Bowie, and George H. Kelsey. 

The following report was submitted by them, and adopted^ 
which, with the correspondence accompanying the same, was 
ordered to be published : 

TO THE PrBLIC. 

The Merchants of Charleston, interestc<1 in tho Geoi^gia 
trade, have learnt with surprise and regret, that one or more 
of the (leorgia Banks have recently deroanded, in discharge 
of the notes of our customers, payable at their counters, specie 
or tlic bills of specie paying Banks, the coniMHiuence of which, 
in the state of tilings now existing there, is tliat neariy aUour 
Georgia paper is now returning to us under protest, and to 
aggravate the evil, we understand that the opinion is preva- 
lent, that this unreasonable demand is made by our sanction 
and direction. 

It is due to ourselves and the interests of Charleston, to 
state that such is not the fact. The measure, however arbi- 
traiy and unreasonable it may be, rests with other parties, not 
with us. We had the paper discounted by the Bank of 
Charleston here, paying exchange at a rate agreed upon at 
tlic time. They sent it to their correspondent Bank in Geor- 
gia, for collection, and without our knowledge or consent, and 
it would appear from the accompanying correspondence, with 
the Bank of Charleston, without their knowledge or consent, 
the parties there demanded, what it is impracticable to ob- 
tain, specie or specie bills. 

We regret, that at a time like the present, olistacles should 
be thrown in the way of the collection of debts, and to obviate 
all possible diHiculty hereafter, tlie undersigned, Merchants 
of Charleston, hereby inform tlicir customers and correspon- 
detitis tliat in any instance, where current funds are refused 
in discharge of any note, payable at a Georgia Bank, that 
we hold or have had discounted, we will, on the depositing 
to our credit, in such Bank, tlie amount of the note, in such 
funds, consider the depo&iit on proper adxice of it, as a dis- 
charge of the note. ^ 

Fort, Townsend & Mendenhall, H. B. Gleason & Co. 

G. S. Cfloneron, Bannister & Lanneau, 

E. T. Hoyt & Co. Harris, Roosevelt St Barker, 

Wiley, liane & Co. Harral, Hare & Co. • 

Farrar & Hayes. E. B. Stoddard, 

C. & G H. Kelsev & Halstead, J. J. M'Carter & Co. 

Gilliland, Son & Howell, Hatch, Fleming & Co. 

Walton, Chews dt Co. H. W. Conner & Co. 

Hyatt, McBumey & Co. 8. & J. Watson, 

M. Thomas, Ruggles, Beach dt Power. 

Hull dD Knevals, Wildman & Dibble, 

Haviland, Harral & Allen, Hayden, Gregg & Co. 

Humphreys. Dupree 8t Co. CoUins & Cleaveland, 

H. Su^dard, Miller & Co. £. Carson, 

Robinson & Smith, W. Rankin, Spioula db Co. 

Starr & WUUams, J. 8. & L. Bowie. 

CRARLEflrroir, De<3L 14. 
To the President and JD tree tort - 

of the Bank of Charleston : 
Gentlemen — In consequence of an unusual amotuit of 
G«orf» paper having bectt recently ratumed heia, nodsr 
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protest, a mee'iDg of the Metchanta of CharicBton, engaged 
in the Georgia trade, has been held, who appointed a com* 
■HCtee to examine into the subject. They have been inform- 
ed by their debtora, that the cause of their protests is, that 
nothing but specie, or bills of specie paying banks, will be 
received in payment of their notes. 

Having diseaunted the notes of the Bank of Charleston, 
fhey denre to kaow distinctly from you, if it was by your 
•erders, directly or indirectly, that nothing would be received 
in payment, hut specie, or hiWa of specie paying banks 1 

Very nespectfuUy, 
Your ob*t serv'ts, 

* G«o. H. Kblskt, 

L. BOWTK, 

M. T. Mbmokkhall. 

Bakk OF CHAniEBTOir, Dec. 18. 

Geo. H. Kelsey, Esq., Chairman : 

8tB — ^I have received your communication of the 14tli 
Inst., addressed to this Bank in behalf of those persons for 
whom we have discounted bills receivable, payable in the 
State of Georgia. I make the following extract from it "they 
desire to know distinctly from you, if it was by your orders, 
Greedy or indirectly, that nothing would be received in pay- 
ment but specie or bills of specie paying banks." I am in- 
structed by the Board to say, in reply, tl)^t such orders ditl 
not i§9iie directly or indirectly from this Bank. 

I am very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 
G. A. TRBNHOLM, P. P. T. 



mON SHUTTERS. 



The fire of Saturday night illustrated the effect of the va- 

iioaa nethod of putting up iron shutten. In the two stores 

which were burned, the shutten were hung upon the wooden 

window frame. The consequence was, that as soon as the 

T^ood gave way, the iron shutters came tumbling down 

upon this walk. This rendered it unsafe for the firemen to 

go near the building, either on their lailders or on the ground ; 

Jtnd allowed the flames to pour through the windows, while 

the elements were at the height of their fury within. The 

hlaae actually poured over the stores on the opposite dde of 

Cedar street, as if propelled by a mighty blow^pipe, If the 

aihuttera on that side had been hung a« they were on the other, 

no limit could be set to the destruction which would have 

ensued. Our insurance companies would probably have 

many of them bean swept again from existence. But, thanks 

to their builder, he was fit for what he undertook. The iron 

flhutten were made red hot, and so were the iron uprights 

on which they were hung ; the copper gotten were melted ; 

and the doora of entrance, not protected by iron, burned 

threugK •■<) yet the internal vnx>d-work did not take fire, 

end the stores stand—the shutten fiist and all welL On the 

back side of the stores which were burned, the iron shutters, 

fortunately for the ownera of estates on Liberty street, were 

put on as they ought to be. The flames pressed out through 

every creviee like water under a head of fifly feet, but the iron 

window shutten did their duty, and kept in the destroyer, and 

finally fall with the wall, still fast keyed in their places. — 

JV". Y»Jvur,of Commerce, 

It appears from the New York Express, that wltbia the 
last three weeks over a million and a half of woollen goods 
l4ive been re-shipped liack to England. 

^ According to the New York custom-house books, the pre- 
cise amount of specie taken by the steam ship Liverpool, was 
SUver. - - . $1,094,843 10 

Gold, - - - . 9,600 00 



Total, 1,104,443 10 

About $1400 were received at Uie news room for letten 
and parcels alone. 

The last term of the Court of Quarter Sessions just con- 
cluded, granted 166 tavern licenses. The numlier granted 
at the same term In 1836, was 183. Decrease 17. 



# miMonri and loirsi* 

Office of the Hawk Eye, 7 
Burlington, Dec. 3d. 5 

We publish the following letter in an eictra without fur- 
ther comment than to say that we are acquainted with the 
writer, and that his statements can be depended on — 

Fort Madioon^ Dec. 2d, 1839. 

Toflis Excellency, (5ov. Lucas: 

Dear Sir : — I conceive it my duly as a citizen of the terri- 
tory, to acquaint you with the measures adopted by an armed 
force at St Francisville, state of Missouri, towards mo and 
several teams employed by me. I was engaged in the trans* 
portation of goods from Tull} in Missouri, to this place, and 
on my way was stopped by a company of armed men at St 
Francitfvillc, under the command of a captain Levering, who 
said ho acted under drden from a certain Gen. Allen. They 
refused to let me pass without having my teams searched for 
ammunition. They searched accordingly, and found a roll 
of lead which they took, and the captain gave me a receipt 
for it At the ferry on the Des Moines, there was also a body 
of men armed, and I had to obtain a written pass from the 
captain before I could cross with my teams. The Post Master 
at St Francisville informed me that he had received orden 
from Gen. Allen, to prevent the mail from pagtine into the 
ferritorif of Iowa, but not feeling diB{)06ed to oliey his orden, 
an armed force was kept at the post oflk;e, to prevent any 
mail Iteing sent into the territory. The Post Master in this 
place, [Fort Madison] informs me that no mail has been re- 
ceived the past week. The captain of the company at St. 
Francisville, told me tliat it was very doubtful whether he 
should suffer other team^ then on their way with goods de»> 
lined for Fort Madison, to go any further. 

I am, with much respect, 

Yours, &C. 

WILLIAM WILLSON. 

P. S.->I send enclosed a receipt from the captain for the 
lead. 



The illifitoiiri ond Iowa Bonudnry 

Our last advices, says the St Louis Bulletin of the tOlh, 
compel us almost to fear a tragical termination to this fooBsh 
broil. Armed forces have been ordered to the field, and ex- 
presses are daily coming in, laden with details and rumoun 
of the moflt exciting character. But let us drop speculation, 
and endeavour to give an impartial account of matten as they 
have thua fiir progressed. 

" The firet overt act was the seizure and imprisonment of 
the Sheriff of Clark county Missouri, by the authorities of 
Iowa, whDe in the discharge of his duty. In pursuance of 
orden promulgated by the Executive of Missouri, Brigadier 
General Allen immediately made preparations to maich with 
his whole Brigade to the frontier, and Major Gen. Willock 
his ordered the remainder of the 1 4 th division to hold them- 
selves in readiness. The commanding Generals of the 11th, 
ISth and I3(h divisions have also been notified to be ready 
to march at a moment's warning. 

Active preparations are going on in Lewis co. On Thurs- 
day last the circuit court should have commenced its session. 
The Hon. P. McBride with his usual punctuality, was at 
Monticello, and was about to open court, but such was the 
state of things in that county that a meeting of the bar was 
called, and resolutions unanimously passed requesting fiite 
judge to permit the present term in that county and Cfark to 
pass. 

In addition to the above, the Palmyra Whig of the 30th 
ult. contains the following : 

" We understand an express fix)m Waterloo arrived about 
day-break on Friday morning with intelligence which re- 
quired immediate action, and tliat Major General Willock left 
Palmyra the same morning for Lewis county, to mnke such 
arrangements as the necessity of the case tequires." 



14 



AMERICAN STOCKS. 



[Javtaht, 



AiaericaM fSlcicl&t, ^ 

Lf>xi»o2i, Oct 12, 1839. 

Sir i — Some public priDts in this countiy having ques- 
lioneil the constitutional riglit of the individual States of 
which the North Americui Union is composed to contract 
loans, we are happy to be able to avail oureelves of your visit 
to thk countiy, to refer the point (on which we never enter- 
tained a doubt) to you, and to ask your legal opinion on the 
fluhjectr— an opinion which, we need hardly add, will be con- 
dosive with onnelves, and most important for all who are 
interested in Slate securities. 

We beg, therefore, that you will favour us with your writ- 
ten answer, at your earliest convenience, to the following in- 
quiry : 

" Has the Legislature of ene ef the American States legal 
and constitutional power to contract loans at home and 
abroad r 

We have the honor to be, with great respect, Sir, your 
ebedient servants, I 

BARING, BROTHERS, db CO. 

The Hob. Das I Bt. Wkbsteh, &c. 

LoNDOjr, October \^ 
Ms99r9. Jiarhiir, Broth&ft & Co., 

Gentlemen : I have received your letter, and lose no time 
in giving you my opinion on the question which you have 
•uhmitted for my consideration. The assertions and sugge»- 
tions to which you refer, as having appeared in some of the 
poblic prints, had not escaped my notice. 

Tour first inquiry is, *' whether the Leginlature of one of 
the States has legal and constitutional power to contract loans 
at home or abroad ?** 

To this I answer, that the Legislature of a State has such 
power ; and how any doubt could have arisen on this point, 
It is diificult for me to conceive. Every state is an inde- 
pendent, sovereign, political community, except in so far as 
certain powers, which it might otherwise have exercised, have 
been conferred on a general government, established under a 
written constitution, and exerting its authority over the peo- 
^^f all the States. This general government b a limited 
government Its powers are specfic and enumerated. AU 
powers not conferred upon it still remain with the States 
and with the people. The State LegisUturoA, on the other 
band, poss ess all usual and ordinary powers of goremment, 
subject to any limitations which may be imposed by their 
Mrs constitutioits, and, with the exception, as 1 haveaaid, of 
the operation, on those powers, of the constitution of the 
United States. The powers conferred on the general govern- 
menty cannot^ of course, be exercised by any individual State; 
nor can any state pass any law which is prohibited by the 
constitution of the United States. Thus no state can by itself 
make war, or conclude peace, nor enter into alliances or trea- 
ties with foreign nations. In these, and m other important 
particutan, Ae powers which would have otherwise belonged 
to the State can now be exercised only by the general govern- 
ment, or government of tlie United States. Nor can a State 
pass a law which is prohibited by its own constitution. But 
there is no provision in the constitution of the United States, 
nor ao far as I know or have understood, in any State con- 
•titution, prohibiting the Legislature of a State from con- 
tracting debts, or making loans, either at home or abroad. — 
Every state has the power of levying and collecting taxes, di- 
rect and indirect, of all kinds, except that no state can im- 
pose duties on goods and merchandise imported, that power 
belonging exclusively to Congress by the constitution. That 
power of taxation is exercised by every State, habitually and 
constantly, according to its own discretion, and the exigen- 
cies of its government 

This is the general theory of that mixed system of govern- 
ment whidi prevails in America. And as the constitution of 
the United States contains no prohibition or restnint on State 
Legislatures in regard to making loans, and as no State con- 
stitution, so fiir as known to me, contains any such prohibi- 
Hon, it is dttr tiiat in this respect those LegisUtures are left 
la the fun poasesston of this power, as an ecdinary and usual 
power of government 

I haw seen a suggestion that State loans must be regarded 



as unconstitutional and illegal, inasmudi as die constitiiticn 
of the United Slates has declared that no state shaO emit hiOs 
of credit It is certain that the constitution of the Umted 
States does contain this salutary prohibition ; but what is a 
bill of credit ? It has no resembbmce whatever to a bond, or 
other security given for the payment of money borrowed.^ 
The term ''bill of credif ' is familiar in our p(4itical histoiy. 
and its meaning well ascertained and settled, not only by that 
history, but by judicial interpretation^ and decisions ftooi the 
highest source. For the purpose of tlus opinion, it may be 
sufficient to say, that hills of credit, the aubject of the prohi- 
bition in the constitution of the United States, were essen- 
tiaUy paper money. They were paper issnes, intended 4br 
circulation, and for receipt into the Treasury as cash, and 
were sometimes made a tender in payment for debts. To 
put an end at once, and forever, to eviis of this sort, and to 
dangers from this source, the constitution of the United Stales 
has declared that "no State shall emit bills of credit, nor 
make sny thing hot gold and silver a tender in payment ef 
debts, nor pass any law which Aall impair the obligatian of 
contracts.^' All this, however, proves, not that States can- 
not contract debts, but that, when contracted, th^ must pay 
them in coin, according to their stipulations. The several 
States possess the power of borrowing money for their own 
internal occasions of expenditure, as fully as Congress poe- 
sesses the power to borrow in behalf of the United States, for 
the purpose of ralaing armies, equipping navies, or perform- 
ing any other of its constitutional duties. It may be added, 
that Congress itself fully recognises this power in the States, 
as it has authorized the investment of large funds whidi it 
held in trust for veij important purposes in certificates of 
State stocks. 

The security for State loans is the plighted faith of the 
State, as a political community. It rests on the same hasis 
as other contracts with established grovemments— the same 
basis, for example, as loans made in the United States under 
the authority of Congress— that is to say, the good iaitii of 
the government making the loan, and its ability to fulfil its 
engagements. The state loans, «t is known, have been eon- 
tract^ principally for the purpose of making railroads and 
canals-; and in some cases, although 1 know not how gene- 
rally, the income • r revenue expected to be derived fiom these 
works is directly and specifically pledged for the payment of 
the interest and the redemption of the debt, in addition to the 
obligation of public faith. In several States other branches 
of revenue have been specifically pledged, and in others very 
valuable tracts of land. It cannot be doubted tliat the gen^ 
ral result of these works of internal improvement has been, 
and will be, to enhance the wealth and abili^ of the States. 

It has been said that the States cannot be sued on these 
bonds. Bat neither could the United States be sued, nor, as 
I suppose, the crown of England in a like case. Nor woU^d 
the power of suing, probably, give the creditor any subetan- 
tial additional security. The solemn obligation of a govern- 
ment, arising on its own acknowledged bond, would not be 
enhanced by a judprment rendered on such bond. If it either 
could not or would not make provision for paying the bond, 
it is not probable that it could or would make provision for 
satisfying the judgment 

Tlie States cannot rid themselves of then: obligations other* 
wise than by the honest payment of the debt. They can 
pass no law impairing the obligation of their own contracts 
— they can make nothing a tender in dischai^ge of such con- 
tracts but gold and silver. They possess all adequate power 
of providing for the case, by taxes and internal means of rev* 
enuo. They cannot get round their duty, nnr evade its force. 
Any fiuhire to fulfil its undertakings would boon open viola- 
ticm of public faith, to be followed by the penalty of dishon- 
our and disgrace— a penalty, it may be presumed, which no 
State of the American Union would be likely to incur. 

I hope I maybe justified by existing circumstances to doee 
this letter with the expression of an opinion of a more gene> 
ral nature. It is, that I believe the citizens of the United 
States, like all honest men, regard debts, whether public or 
private, and whether existing at home or abroad, to be of moral 
as well as legal obligation ; and I trust I may appeal to their 
history, from the moment when those States took their rank 
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among the nationi of the earth to the present time, for proof 
tbat this beUef IB well founded ; and if it were poasible that 
any of the State* should at any time so entirely lose her self- 
ie«pect and forget her duty, as to violate the faith solemnly 
pledged for her pecuniary engagemenUt, I believe there is no 
country upon carth*-not even that of the injured creditors — 
in which such a prooeedmg would meet with leas counte- 
nanoe or indulgence than it would receive from the grjat 
mass of the American people. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, 

Yeuj obedient servant, 

DANUBL HRBSTER. 

BALTIMORE SHlf^-BUILDING. 

We give below 6nom an official source in tabular form, the 
draomnnlion, name, burthen, and by whom built, the num- 
ber of vessels in the port of Baltimore, in ocie year, from the 
l:>th of October, < 8 >9, to the 3d of October, 1 839. inclusive ; 
with the periods of their respective admeasurement ^ 

Date of' 

atlmeat' Denomi-' 
vremtnti, naitO't, 
\8jS. 



Aug. Cf. Schfif M. Gardner, 128 M. Gardner. 

Brig Bnissoe, 405 J. & E. Robb. 

7, Schr. Fruiterer, 128 8. Richardson. 

9, do Hound, 158 Abrahams & Cooper. 

13, Schr. Com. Warrington, I48G. Thomas, Dorch. 

15, do Nymph, 127 Michael Gardner. 

19, do Theodore, fc3 W. O. Cooper, Doroh, 

. 24, Sloop Gov. Grason, 58 R. Edgar, Q. Ann^s. 

28, Schr. Post Boy, 1 11 8. Mowbray, Dorch. 



JV Amer. Tout. Jitf -whom built. 



Oct IS, Schooner Mizpah, 
16, do liaura, 
26, Steamer, Jewess, 

Nov. 14, Schooner Rcnette, 

16, Brig Orleans, 

17, Schooner Botanic, 
21, do PUot, 

Dec 19, do Atbntk 
20, Ship Scoda, 



35 

101 

55 2 

135 

195 

60 

25 

129 

559 

24, 8ch«M>ner Mary Abigail, 8 



27, 
Jan. 3*, 
Feb. 18, 

21, 
27. 

28. 

Mar. 26. 



do News, 

do Jubilee 

do Sea, 

do Hound, 

do Emily, 

do Fox, 

do John Endcr, 



Apr. 2, Steamer De Rosset, 
Schooner Ingrahm^ 
9, Ship 
11, Schr. 



1», 
22, 



1839. 
May 1. 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

d«* 



118 
64 
8J 
121 
171 
94 
20 i 
186 
76 
Active, 332 

Wa-«p, 1 1 8 

Viper, 141 

Maiy M ilks, 97 
Lark, 94 

Justina, 147 
O. Kelly. 101 
Jos. 6l Henry p 94 



Ortus. 54 

Steamer M'ry Sinners, 203 

2, Schooner El'vina, J 22 



8, do 
2H, Brig 
SO, Schr. 
Jime 7, do 
10, Brig 



Catherine, 125 

Fabius, 198 

Asp, 140 

Coquette, 168 

El CabeUiero, 164 

Btig Noithumberlaad, 176 

15, Schr. Nonpariel, 138 

17, Sloop r:ity. 9 

21, Schr. M^ry Catharine^ 96 

do Kathleen, 124 

26, do Wm. Spear, 128 

July l» doNorthumberisnd, 81 

do Mandarin. 98 

6^ Steamer Wilmington, 405 

6, do Swan, 66 

8, Brig Catharine, 237 

IS, do Union, 239 

17, Schr. John W. Brown» 85 

do Scoipion, 135 

30, Sloop Joiy, 30 

Ai^^. 2, Schi; Chanpioo^ SI 



John Dorgin. 
W. dcG.tjardner. 

do 
L. H. Dunkin. 
Abrahams 6l Cooper. 

W- B. Jones & Co. 
L Richardson, Dor Co. 
Wm. F. Smith. 

Butler & Lambdnw 
E. Willey, Dorch. Co 
W. Gotee, do do 
Abrahams A Cooper. 
WHKamyon, & Rich'n. 
Peter Wheeler, Dorch. 
Abrahams & Cooper. 
Langley B. CuUey. 
Washington B. Jones. 
Wm. & Geo. Gaidner. 
L. H. Dui^in. 
L. H. Dunkin. 
J. & £. Rot>b. 
Walter Price. 
M. Richardson, Dorch. 
L. Fooks, Dorchester. 
J. Stewart, Dorchester. 

W. O. Cooper, Dorch. 
R. Brown & Culley. 
Abrahams & Cooper. 
Williamson & Rieh'n. 
J. dc E. Robb. 
L. H. Dunkin, 
WilHamson dc Rich'h. 
Abrahams &, Cooper. 
William F. Smith. 
Jones &. Skinner. 
Samuel Stine. 
C. B. Frszier, Dorch* 
J, Richardson, Dorch. 
Williamson dc Rich*n. 
Wm. Skinner, Dorch. 
L. W. Tall, do 
L. B. CuUey. 
R. Brown i Gulley. 
Butler dc Lambdin. 
Wm« dc G. Gardner. 
A. & J. Richardson. 
L. H. Duniin. 
Walter Price. 
Jones dt Skinner. 



Sept 3, 
14, 



30, 
Od. 3, 



do Portia, 85 S. Kirwin, 

do Martha Eliz'th, 1:17 J. Esgate, 

do Falmouth, 7 J L. W. Tall, 

do Cornelia, 75 E. \*'illcy, 

do Asp, 140L.B. Culley 

do Branch T. Kent, 05 S. Harrington, do 

do T. R. Bclton, 137 Geo. Davis, do 

do Hornet 137 W. & G. Gaidnrr. 

do Robert Heniy, 92 L. W. Tall, Dorch. 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



Total, 9818 Tons 

In the above list are 70 vessels ; in (he list of last year, the 
number was 58, and the total tonnage 9504, less dian this 
year, by S14 tons. Several vcsseft* have since been launclied^ 
and others on the stocks, not enumerated above. 

The following table, made out to the end of the fiscal year; 
Sept, 30, 1839, shows the 



Permanent Registered Tonnage, - 
Temporary do do - - 

Permanent Enrolled and Licensed Tonnage, 
Steam Vessels Enrolled and Licensed, 
Licensed Tonnage under 20 tons 



Ton§. 9Sth. 

27.881 SO 

5,714 55 

29,566 54 

7,754 85 

606 12 



Total Tonnage of Bait. 30th Sept, 1R39, Tom, 71,523 41 
I am, sir, respectfully, your ob*t ssrv% 

F. LOWKDES: 
Ltt/ortfe Price Cuiren', 



LOW TIDE. 
The strong north wind which prevailed during Monday, 
proved a powerful auxiliary to the failing tide, which went 
down to a lower point three houra previous to the hour of 
low water, on that day, thsn. has lieen befora known by our 
oldest resident. All the rocks between Cooper's Point and 
English's Ferry were left bare, and our docks were so ex- 
hausted of water that one or two of the ferry boats founi 
thera<«Ives about thirty feet from their sllpancarly ** Atghand 
dry.'' For a time, indeed, the waters or the Delaware seem- 
ed sn strongly inclined towards the Ocenn's, as to threaten it» 
reach a point of humility similar to the Ohio, which a west- 
ern editor said wa*— '* sa low as to be beneath his notice !" 

. Vumdeu JliaM» 



The iblk)wing letter from the Secretaiy sT the Navy im 
Lieut. Thomas T. Craven, upon the subject of his efforts and 
instrumentality in rescuing a part of the crew of the Chilian 
ship of war Mooteguido, has been bftoded to us foe puUiicar 
tk>n. — Gtube. 

Natt Dcvabtjiist,. 
DecemftasO, 18aa 
Sir 9— The Department hv observed in the newspaperv 
tt notice of your gallant and successful efibrts in rescuing a 
portion of tne crew of the ChiUan ahip of war Monteguid*^ 
which it appean was wrecked in the haibour of VaiparBis» 
during the gale of the 24tfi and 25th»of Jttly last 

Althaugh you have already enjoyed the highest rewaid of 
your exertions in the success which crowned them, the Do- 
partmcnt would not do justice to its own feeling% did it ra» 
frain from expressing to you its adminoion of the feaileaa 
self devotion displayed by ys« on thai oocaaum, and which 
is alike honourriMe to yoinaeU^ to the aervice, and to your 
countiy. 

I am^ very respectfully. 
Your obedieBt servant, 

J. K« PAULUmQ. 
LisiQt. TaoMAs T. Cbatist, 
U. 8» Exploring Ezpeditioiu 
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lC?CELi-kA£i-'CS. 



IJASCAmt, 



^Com-s 



.la iJJiier't fVxJL— A ^i w« ''^.=^ =^i 7 

evidence ban? eccl^^eJ c« ex •-•«»- i^J 

CbmlUnnorbeberedLnthe rriArEiT- xa'^^ ^« 

then mAtd by &e C^wit it be brue^ » « b.-- -Li^-f- »3i 

he lepBrf m thene^.a^e. He w» rxrf^^ ^i^-s. ^-e 

in . Gol. mnd be «: J, - I i ' . f-^ 52>« *-■*«, 

oar trmptei in Cbini.- Tn* Joan u» ?^.-««l a «r'.-u« it 

the RcA*ed Statutes, vftizii «»t» d»t -A.v«rT 

lieTing in ant other t'ua the Chratiaa m^ 

• ran accofdiLg to the pxol-ir ce ««»»«« J::* -^-^ 

and «AeJ the witne* wittt •» the ijf»a-A otf 

China? The wii«« irpSed rh- ap««>i a>«t *> 5t^« 

CTiJeoee fint g«« «o •'« <^ **»«'. •™?j*^ V- _^ 

idob, ana thai he re*J*. or there » i««l far h=a.a par^« dt 

the Chin*« Bibie, after which the wilaM sfsip oa tj« 
gfomid, anJ then «»k«iabbh«la«iw«B*i^«^a^ 
Ll dashes them -s^*""* the ^oonX by ^^ wti^ Ae 
■aucBT ii btviken in piceea. and the «ah anttercd a*>T« ts.. 

floor. When this his be«n dv«e the w.a»» «^^» 

mandarin ^ gi« »>«r^it'>J^^I^';^^^^ 
thewitneaiby whom had the book been wnaen -^^A 

c»Ued the Chin«e Bible or whether it w«s«pf««at£> 
bMU the woik of CoafaciosL To thi* the mci«« revi-t. 
thalhabaJncterhe4nJofaochapew«.w«aiJ he tr*. 

i^whon it had been writun. ncrdkl «^,»~-J^^^ 
1^ about it, except Ibat H w« Ae sacred book of the Ou- 
S^,iS the only English w«d thai ^J^J^^'T'^ 
with^ which conreyed hS. i*^/ «'• ~ **^ .^ ^1^'^: 
Onheafioff this the Jodge«al heosnM nxwe hj^ 
statute could becnmplKti with, which mart tl that a w*« , 
should be sworn according to the I^^^^^T *'?*'^;J°*^~^°f j 

hocaanAtnd a temple, as it was cilkrd the Teoipie «■ J*^ ; - 

ST^^d^ ceic«ooi« of sp:ttins on the groul a*l Rocky Mc 
tice, ana me cr*v™«««- -r. r^ mUia afa> be oer- he nsBcd three dsrs 
throwing down a «ucerwuhsAm*.«?htJfc^P2 ^'^Hntlr ' " 
formed, but then there were no Mlob in AeC^ 

thA Judse tell what was ihe name or nature of tne hiok .^■*»*;*^ 
whiZSewitn«s called bis bilOe. ^nd^r JUhecrra^ ^S"**^^.!Lof 
I^n^n««i of the case. Judge iJdiicfflin thefef ire determined to ral opeoiygs;oce of 
n^iol^L'n^- tTThctaer the w itn« -'^ ^T-J^ \ ^ « *^^— ^ 
S aU. or bb CTidonce re.ViveX uniU be fuith^r ««s.JeTed 
Se qu«tion and cousulteJ with the other Judge, of the 

Court. __ _ 

Mo X a AT. Dec ». 
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,__^ fiwn Fort UilL The 
^ fpokfins. and in all its pro|4r- 
e^Ml M Rndhlen & AspinwalTs 1^ 
" " riooa. The jnonlain hasse**' 
is dlMMt fifteen leel in djametd^ 



Frvii T-r-'^in iUem.— We — . — ^ - ^ ^ ^ 
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who though w intdligent yoath .f-oot 16 t«« o.J^ 
reared not to be » weU infonDed m leUtioo to the Chi»«e 
S«m-n, of «^rin, «. «i«h « hi. "-,»?y-"„'^P'^ 
tiff who fai more «d»«norf In yars. «id ftomwhom il^ 
S*;.^ the youn, m.c had .inoe the day before «quu«l 
more infcnnation on the subject - . .u . .i.__ 

On being qu«*iooed by Ju.lge »<««»• ^ T? *^ **!* 
were many oSremoni- attending the ««k»« "^ ""^ " 

Sr~^ of which might be «»in>«r*T^.L"r'.l ^n 
wSn^ con idere him^lf equally bound to tell the Uulh^ 
IS"^ to what he .aid the day before he now n>ent><>n^ 
Sit a witnea. wmetime. hoMs a lightri «««*' i")"^^ 
tat that hi. omitting to do «^ or to uae *«« «^^«~^ 
niea. roch as .pitting on th« gToend. are not noee-aiy to 
mnder the oath binding «id tukL . .^ :> - • 

It^ouldt««ifficie.rt.h««ld.toh.Te the oa* rimin-- 
lered in the following manner, which waadooe •ccoriliB«iy. 
The ^ntiffknelt dlwn. uhI the wilne- took jn h» h«rf 
wh7he called tho Chineie Bible, and the J"^«^'^ 
Ae MwiOwin in .uch c—^told the wittiea. to tdl the tr^ 
TheTtoe- then handed tiie Bible to Uie I^«>«t. J"^ 
wto^ then took a Chin. cup in hi. hand, «Klheld .t 
TlSTtoe pUiiitiff««l Jood a «ril portion of the Chine- 



The period h.Tii« Mri«* when -eorfing to o« ten* 

a« amount of «rt-mpb» *»«»* J— »*»-"" "^^ 
the nrindpal citiM will wait upon nhaBibas to mA» V» 
aUttaaa. ToWha.iwt.fceAeHw^offcnranfcigbite 
they win oblige • by HMittMg by ■■•» eM^r-« po*"** 
en ha^e &e franking pri^ilego whtsehe eailuB  th«i tamtf 
foe ««b«3ibere in • fctter wrineii by himrft 
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Report from the Secretary off the 
Treasury on the Finances. 

TmXASCXT DzPAIITMIKTy 

December 3, 1839. 

The underaigned respectfully submits to Congress tlie fol- 
lowing report on the finances, in obedience to the "Act sup- 
jtlementary to the act to establish the Treasury Department" 

It is gratifying to be able to state, notwithstanding the 
enibairaasmcnts of the present year, that the revenues of the 
General Government have been increased, the expenditures 
diminished, and most of the Treasury notes redeemed. 

Revenue and meant /qp 1830, excltuive oftnieta and the 

Pott Office, 

The balance in the Treasury on the Ist of Januaiy, 1839, 
which could be considered available for general porposes, 



was 

The receipts from customs, the first 

three quarters, as appearing on 

the Register's books, are 

This includes about two millions 

«iid three-fourths collected last year 

in Treasury notes, but not carried 

on hia books till 1839. From this 

catiae the actual receipts in this year 

will, to that extent, appear hurger 

than they ought 

Receipts from kinds the first three 
quarters, including also some col- 
lected last year in Treasuiy notes 
Miscellaneous receipts 
Estimated receipts for the fourth 

quarter from all those sources 
Receipts on«some of the debts against 
banks not available on 1st Janu- 
ary, 1839, but since paid 
From the third issue of Treasury 
notes under the act of March 3, 
2839, 

* Aggregate means, 

ExpentHhirei fir 1839, exehttive of 

T^ruttt, 

Civil, foreign, and miscellaneous, 

for the first three quarters. 
Military, for the first three quarters. 
Naval, ibr the first three quarters. 
Estimate for all, during the fourth 

quarter, 
Funded debt for year. 



Redempdon of Treasury notes in 

the first three quarters, interest ait 

well as principal. 

This includes two millions and 
three-fourths paid in for duties and 
lands last year, but not carried od 
the Register's books until 1839^— 
From this cause the expenditures 
on that account vrill appear largef 
by that amount than they actually 
hiive bem within those qaaitem 

Voi.lL— 3 



$2,466,961 96 



18,328,393 50 



5,417,286 31 
126,208 78 

6,7CO,000 GO 



1,322,686 00 



8,867,276 21 

m^m^^mmm ^^of^^^^ ^m^imi^mm 

$37,217,812 75 
Pott Office and 



13,649,508 23 

10,791,799 21 

4,713,701 67 

6,600,000 00 
14,668 <^8 

$24,769,667 99 
9,891,759 83 



Estimated amount of notes redeem- 
ed in Jm fourth quarter, 

AggTBgale payments. 
Leaving an available balance of 
money in the Treasury on the 
3Ut of December, 1839, of 



1,000,000 CO 
$36,661,427 82 



1,666,384 93 



$37,217,812 75 

The funds computed to be not available, nor applicable to 

public purposes, at the commencement and at the dose of 

the present year, can be seen in the table before mentioned. 

JPubUc Debt and Treatury JVoiet. 

The condition of the small remains of the funded debt has 
not materially altered since the last annual report A state- 
ment of it, with the several payments made withm the year, 
is herewith exhibited* 

Though incommoded by repeated pressures in the money 
market and suspensions of specie payment by the banks, 
within the last three years, the interest and all the principal 
due on that debt, as well as on Treasury notes, have been 
punctually paid in specie whenever desired. 

Not more than one>fourth of a million of the first and sec^ 
ond emissions, and two milfions and a half of the third, will 
probably remain outstanding at the close of the year. The 
former emissions have been for some months redeemable, but 
the last one docs not begin to bo until March, 1840, except 
as previously offered in payment of public dues. The aggre- 
gate of two millions uid three-fourths of principal is thcrefofe 
all that it is comput^ will be unpaid of nearly twenty mil- 
lions, whidi.were issued since October, 1837, in consequence 
of indulgences granted to the merchants on their bonds, and 
tlie banks on their deposit debts. At no one time has the 
amount of notes outstanding been allowed to exceed ten ail- 
lions, and the pr^nt very reduced aggregate, unredeemed, 
is less than the sums still owing from the banks that sus- 

Smded specie payments in 1837, and fh>m the Pennsylvania 
ank of the United States on its bond due in September 
next, and might with ease have been paid during the present 
year, had the money been received on those claims. 

Kxbortt and Import t vithin the commercial year 1839. 

The exports during the year ending September 30, 1839, 
are computed to have been |1 18,359,004. This is $9,872,'- 
388 more than those in the year 1 838. 

Of the whole exports, only $17,408,000 were of foreign 
origin, and of the excess in exports over 1838, only about 
five millions were domestic produce. 

The imports during the same year were about $157,609,- 
660, being the vefy large excess of $43,892,366 ovar those 
during the previous year. This may be a solution of a por- 
tion of the pressure in the money market The difference 
between the imports and exports, being $39,260,656 in fa- 
vour of the former, is larger than in any year, except thnee, 
since 1789, and is^much larger than any difilerence in tha 
valuation of the same articles with the profits in the foreign 
trade added. It must, therefore, except so far as reduced by 
an unusual quantity of gQods consigned hero from abroad, 
afid yet in store unsold, be a veiy decisive evidence of an in- 
creased indebtedness by (his country to other nations. And 
except BO far as this new indebtedness may consist of stocks sold 
and the proceeds returned here in merchandise, it must fixr' 
nish another proof of one immediate cause of the prennt jp<u 
euniaiy pressure^ 
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JtBPOBT OF THK ftECRBTART OF THB TRBASUIT. 
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The hbtory of our coouneroe doring the tweDty yeam 
fiom 1818 to 1938, pfceeitts a sLDguIar change in the last 
half of that period, which tends strongly to fllustnte the cor- 
RctnesB of these snggestions. During the first half of it the 
excess of imports over exports was only aboat seventy-five 
millions of doUaxa* or in the proportion c^ near seven millions 
anJ a half annually on an average. 



in 1840, they woald prevent ft 
deficiency, and leave an availaUe 

balance in the Treasury of nearly 1,083,866 

It is not, however, considered prudent to lely ezJdiiaivei^ 
on the collection of these debts. 

One mode, then, of obviating any difficulty from tliat (»• 
I cumstance, will be to reduce the aggregate of new appropri- 



But during the last ten years of it, the excess was near two ations, by postponing some and Icsspning othent, so that the 
hundred and twelve nullions, or over twenty millions annn- means probably avaO^ile will be sufficient to mcei all caJb 
ally ; and thus mote than two hundred and fifty per cent. | upon the Treasury, and leave in it an average l^lance of 
greater than it had been. Supposing that the seven and a ' about two millions. 

half millions were composed princqially of the fiur jprofits and I It is beUeved, for reasona enomeiated hexeafler, 0taA maA 
difi&rence in valuation, the excess over that rale m the last > a reduction is possible without es s e ntial injniy to «ny Qselul 
ten yean must constitute a debt, either mercantile, Stete, or i object, and that this balanoe is the smallest, which is- ade- 
corporate. It equals near one hundred and thirty-seven mil- 1 quato to procure promptitnde and good frith in public pay- 
lions before 1839. The dd>t thus computed to have been ! ments, so heavy in amount as ours, so unexpected at txmea 
created abroad, by stodu and otherwise, within that period, | in the dsmanda for ihem, and so dtsperaed over a vride terri- 
will, with the amount of previous indebtedness, fiinn an ag- ] toiy. If the appropriations are not thus reduced, it will be 
gregate quite as hige as has been estrmaled by many fiom \ wise to provide seasonably some other way for the 

of the contingent deficiency, and of such a balance. 



According to the opinions of the different departments, as 
to the sums e-money "pnrper tor each, and which oonstitiito 
the basis of the estimates submitted to Coogreas, the new ap* 
propriations required for the next year 
will equal the sum of |1S,3£0,600 55 

Vii: 
Civil, foreign intercourse, and 

misccUaneotts, $4,981,344 19 



other data. 

Further paiticuIazB, possessing a genend interest and re- 
lating to this subject during the last six years, are exhibited 
in the statement annexed. Additional tnfomntion of some 
importance concerning our. exports and imports, from the 
commencement of the Government to 1838, incluave, has 
been prepared, and is subjoined in other tables. These tables 
are intewled to be in a form convenient for a reference, and 
are calculated, fay easy as well as extensive comparisona, to 
throw new light on several subjects of coomicioe and other j Militaiy services, 
bfanchesofindnstiy connected with the finances. They ex- 1 pensions, &c 8,313,618 74 
faibit not only the whole exports and imports in each year, I Naval service, 5,085,645 63 

but the consumption of the latter, and the changes in the { Besides these, the permanent ^propriations which, by ex- 
whole aggregate valoe of each principal article, whether ex- I isting laws and the modification of them recommended, iatt 
ported or imported, and the progress of our foieign trade to , become chaigeable on the Treasciy in 1840, amount to 
and from each State aeparately, as fiv back as is pradkaUe, ; $ 1,586,000. They are, in the War Department, |1 ,336,000; 
sod toandfirom each country ofmuch commercial importance in the Navy, $340,0C0; and public debt, ^IO,OCO. The 
A few of the most striking results are oondenaed in ' principal on Treasury notes felling doe will be about 

; $2,75^>,000 more. The appropriations already made and 
JCftfauz/e s//iie Receipt* and Expenditure fir 1840. i chargeable, which will remain uncalled for at the end of the 
Fnr tMMnn. kM».A<« »« \^ «^»]^»^i A- ...^:.^« ;«♦« iK- ' !»»«>' yesj, are estimated by the difieient departments at the 

tII^T^Z^^ *^^li^ ^^ u v farther ium of $11^87,371. though that is M^ered by the 

Tr«^, the ensumg year, camiot be estm^ted «, high as . „,,j^^ 

From'the bert infonnation possessed by this department it ' t^^ ^^^%^^^^1!^'^?^^1 ^^!*■!!^^l 
is computed that the aggregatr7lem,availableT^ k ^^^^?^^ m i^ T^'^'*^ rf^ 

puipail^ win not excS?18.600,0C0/vix: from * I '•P^P*^ ^ apply $3,014 711 to^ r^^***?"*?^ 

*^* ^ ' ' ' ■*•""»" I ye„ without nsappropnation, and the readue of about 

^15,000,000 $.'>41,866, not being required in order to aocomf^iA these 

3,500,000 objects, wiU go to the suiplus fund. It therefore follows, if 

100,000 ^ all the new appropriations called for are made, that the whole 

cfaaige upon the Treasury in 1840, exclusive of the Treasoiy 



Lands, 

jfisceiianeoas, 

Add to these the balance available 
and applicibJe to other purpooea, 
which it is supposed will be in 
the Treasoiy on the first of Jan- 
aaiy, 1840, 



Theefikient means in that year will 
then amount, in the aggregate to 

If Congress should make appropri- 
ations to theextent desired by the 
difleieot departments, the expen- 
ditures for 1840, independent of 
the redemption of Treasury notes, 
are estimated at 

Including all the Trcasuiy notes to 
be redeemed, the aggregate ax* 
penditure would bo about 

This wouKI lrat« a deficit in the 
Treasuiy at tha dose of the year, 
amounting to 

But there will be due from the Vwi* 
ted States Bank, in (k^plemM 
next, on iu fourth lioiul, almut 

The princiiial now due on the Treft- 
anrer*s doposits in uiKimt baitks^ 
which sutpemled sp4H^l0 iia.vmeit|a 
In 1837, U 

Should all these chUmt ^M^ 6oll<H*tet( 



30,156,385 



30,000,000 



39,750.000 



9,ft03»<IU 



8,53(^,5 r A 



notes outstanding, will amount at least to $81,153,106, of 
which, as previously observed, it is computed that 30,000,000 
^^ be expended within that year for ordinary purposes, 
1^56,385 ; or two millions and three-fouidis more, indoding the re* 
demption of Treasury notes. From these statementi^ it must 
be peiceiTed that our oonditaon in rdation to the deposit of 
another instahnent of public money with the States remains 
much the same as at the dose of the year 1839. Conse- 
quently, the views then expreased by the department hare 
continued to govern its course. 

This stato of the finances renden it also unneoeamy to 
submit any remarks upon the impolicy of providing for the 
additional deposit or distribution of surpluses not likely to 
occur, or for any donationof thepfpceedsof the pnblie kndib 
while they are all needed to defray the'oidmaiy expenses of 
tlie General Gox-emment, 

Bibles the further obfection to some of these measuraa^ 
arising tVom their appannt conflict with ooiBtitntionai prin- 
el|iles, it must be uanifest, that if die proceeds of the lands 
iihnuM be gi\t'n awv when needed todisduige appromia- 
tii^ts, the deAciency must be made up bj the implcaiiipt al- 
tWMMive of a rewvl to loans of increased taxation.' 
K i/Am«ili'sii* csacrrwi^ rAe enimmin ej 
The iHiiiiiMles of r»eeinit from 



l,U\^U04 



«. 



. . and lands dnrinjr the 

TIV^L ^"^ ^*^ '^^ ••^ «^«» ^ »•». iw tib? foj. 
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A further reduction of certain duties, amounting to nearly 
$800,00:^, will take place after the cioae of the present year. 
It likewise happens that, subsequent to a large importation 
and a fall of price:s in the articles exported, as in 1839, the 
amount of imports oflen declines for one or two years. Af' 
ter 1 835, it declined uninterruptedly for six years. 

The contractions and expansions of our paper currency 
have at times proved another striking indication of the reduc- 
tion and increase in importations. Without dwelling 
here on the intimate connexion between them as cause and 
effect, by means of the foreign exchanges, and the necessity, 
after overtrading and overissues by the banks, of drawing on 
them and adjusting large balances in specie, it may be ob- 
served that a diminution in the circulation of paper hai* been 
going on for several months. Hence a diminution in the im- 
ports has already commenced, and is confidently expected to 
continue for some time. 

The country is also supposed to be supplied with foreign 
merchandise in greater abundance than it was a year ago. 
Thb will load not only to a reduced demand for the importa- 
tion of more goods, but to a greater export of what is already 
here, to other and better markets, and thus, by increased 
drawbacks, as well as diminished imports, materially lessen 
the nett receipts from customs. 

Theprice of somo of our principal articles of exports being 
lower, the same quantity will likewise furnish less ability to 
make purchases abroad, and, where the quantity is larger, the 
commercial embarrassments both there and here will tend to 
prsTont bujring, on either side of the Atlantic, much beyond 
what is needed for early consumption. The greatly increas- 
ed liabilities on the part of many corporations and States, for 
the payments of interest and dividends on their stocks owned 
by foreigners, will still more sensibly aflcct the revenue. — 
Those payments must require millions of exports either in 
produce or specie, which will lead to no returns in additional 
imports. It i» believed that within a few years past an an- 
nual tax or drain on this country, has thus been created, 
equal to twelve or thirteen millions of dollars. ' 

ThiB is a new and important element, besides overbanking 
and overtrading, to disturb the industry, the commerce and 
finances of the Union. Its rapid growth has been accelerated 
by the distribution of the surplus in deposit among the States, 
tempting them in several instances to new and unprofitable 
enterprises, and stimulating delusive hopes of still ftirther dis- 
tributions. Its influence for evil has been aggravated by a few 
other causes, some of them temporary in duration and limited 
in extent, but others diffused in a degree over considerable 
portions of the civilized world, and presenting some singular 
anomalies, in credit, currency, and trade. But without en- 
larging on the consideration of them here, the following con- 
clusions may be regarded as inevitable. 

Should the States not speedily suspend more of their un- 
dertakings, which are unproductive, but, by new loans or 
otherwise, find means to epploy armies of labourers in con- 
saming rather than raising crops, and should prices thus con- 
tinue in many cases to be unnaturally inflated, as they have 
been of late years in the face- of a contracting currency, the 
eflect of it on our finances win be still more to lessen exports, 
and consequently the prosperity and revenue on our foreign 
trade. It will also impede the sale of public lands, by divert- 
ing labour from the soil to works which, for some tinie, must be 
wholly without profit Circumstances like those, with the 
scarcity of money, and high rate of interest abroad, |voduced 
by them and other occurrences, not necessary to bo now 
repeated, have already diminished the income in the present 
year below what it otherwise would have been, and will pro- 
bably manifost thdr power much more in the year to come. 

The estimates for i-evenue from lands have been reduced 
th^most in proportion, because, besides the diminution of 
•ales, which will probably be caused by the present and pros- 
pective scarcity of money and fall of the prices of produce, 
the amount received from them during the present year has, 
as was anticipated by the department, been much increased 
by the temporary power of the late pre-emption law. 

The unusual quantity of land newly advertised during the 
year 1839, and the consequent large receipts connected with 
thatc ro s e and the pre<emptions^ are ctrcumstances not likely to 



recur in 1840. It is believed, therefore, that the low esti- 
mates submitted as to lands will prove sufiiciently high, un- 
less a graduation bill should pass. The eflfects of such a bill, 
judging from reason and from analogy to the graduated 
prices, under which lands are now selling, on account of the 
Chickasaw Indians, at Pontitoc, much more freely than else* 
where within the same State, would be to add considerably 
to the revenue for a few years. 

Explanationa of the. ettimatea as to expendituret, and of 
tome further reductions in them. 

The estimates of expenditure for ordinary purposes in 
1840, are in the aggregate aliout five millions less than what 
it is computed will be spent in 1839. This great reduciion 
has been proposed, although the expenses of 1839 will be 
quite six millions less tlian those of 1838, and those of 1838 
were somewhat less than the expenses of the previous year. 

The various items of new appropriations asked for, are, as 
usual, in the amounts requested by the diflerent departments 
having charge of the different subjects. If any omissions or 
miscalculations occur in them, they must, therefore, happmi 
ftt>m inadvertence by those officers best acquainted with the 
business within their own peculiar province. 

But, in the present condition of the country and the finan- 
ces, it IS not expected that much necessity will vrise, either 
in the opinion of those departments or of Congress, to make 
important additions to the sums now requested. On the con« 
trary, it is confidently hoped that some reductions from them 
can be effected without material injury to any great national 
interests. 

It is difficult in a young, growing and enterprising com- 
munity, to restrict public expenditures within reasonable 
limits. Certain exigencies also occasionally occur requiring 
extraordinary sacrifices. When patriotism and honour de- 
mand largo pecuniary contributions, the latter are richly re- 
paid by their tendency to impart vigour and security to the 
former. But, an expenditure of twenty millions of ordinary 
purposes, though much reduced fhmi Uie aggregate during 
a few years past, is believed by the undersigned to be more, 
instead of less, than sound poUcy justifies, while the present 
unusual embarrassment in moneyed afi&irs shall continue. 
Indeed, strong doubts exist, if it be not more than the real 
necessities of the General Government usually require. The 
reasons for this conclusion are briefly these : It is true that 
such an expenditure, equalling only a dollar and a fourth 
per head of our population, is not a very large one to sustain 
a Confederacy with such widely extended duties as thia. If 
reduced to the amount of imposts, which are the whole real 
burden, and if compered widi the taxes elsewhere, equalling 
sometimes fifteen dollars per head, under political institutions 
of dificrent forms and less frugality, the pressure from that 
source here would seem to be remaricably light. 

But it should be remembered that the people of the United 
States are obliged to defray a large amount of other public 
expenses imposed upon them by State authorities, and, at 
the same time, that their forms of government, among vari- 
ous exeellcnces, have been prefeiied particularly for their 
economy. Hence the true question with them, in respect 
to expenditures, is, not how large burdens can be borne, but 
how much can be dispensed widi. It is not what is splen- 
did, but what is useful and necessary— not how much can 
"be collected firom them without snflering, but how much can 
be left with them, both of money and power, and insure all 
the benefits of the social ^stem. 

As the interests and wishes of die people formed the Go- 
vernment, they should control it 

Considering these circumstances, and thetefere simplicity 
and frugality benefiting a republic, what amount of puUic 
expenses is necessary 1 

In 1831, it was calculated that the ordinary expenses of 
the General Government need not exceed fifteen rnillions of 
dollars. Tlie undersigned expressed an opinion four or five 
yeara afterwards, that sixteen or seventeen millions would 
then be suflSdent ; and he still believes thf t, notwithstanding 
the continued increase of our population and wealth, they 
might, with prudence, be Ihnited to eighteen miUions in 1840, 
tmdf perfaapSy after the expiration of most of the present pen- 
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aopa, and the removal of the rest of the Indiana, be for some 
lime diminiahed sttU lower. 

Indeed, in point of fact so recently as 1834 and 1835, the 
whole yearly expenses were only between seventeen and eigh- 
teen nulliona independent of the public debt Though the 
amoont has since been increased by wars, pensions, Indian re- 
movals, and other peculiar causes, deemed at the time, in most 
cases, sufficient to justify the appropriations by large, and ofVen 
unanimous votes in Congress, yet a reduction has been going 
on during 1838 and 1839, and all the ordinary expenditures 
would not in the present year, but for the pension list and In- 
dian disbunements, exceed the smallest sum last mentioned. 
The whole increase, however, has not been confined to these 
two items, nor could the whole reduction safely be, which, in 
the opinion of the undersigned, sound economy appears to 
rpquiie. 

In the inquiry as to the amount of exp«iditure which 
should be considered necessary, light may sometimes be ob- 
tained by adverting to the increase of population and wealth. 
Looking to those, if the expenditure, independent of the pub- 
lic debt, was reasonable in magnitude, during the first eight 
yean of our present Government, the sum of seventetm or 
eighteen millions annually would not be greatly dispropor- 
tionate, nor probably be found either much deficient or very 
vmneceasary. It would be nearly five times the average 
«mount about half a century ago, while our population, since 
that time, has undoubtedly increased 'more than fourfold, and 
our wealth and resources have probably inoreasod in a ratio 
still larger. The last remark, however, is a matter of inference 
from various data, more or less accurate in themselves ; such 
as the^average importations, which have only doubled in the 
last forty or fif^y years ; the foreign tonnage, which has in- 
creased but in a like ratio ; the exports of domestic produce^ 
which have quadrupled since 1792 ; and the whole tonnage, 
including domestic as well as foreign, which has also quad- 
rupled, and become more than proportionally efficient by in- 
troducing into it over eight hundred steam vessels. 

Other data, leas accurate, but not less sure indications of 
a still larger inciease in wealth, are to be found in the vast 
extension of agriculture, manufiictures, the mechanic arts, 
and various useful applications of steam, as well as in opening 
roads and canals, building up flourishing cities, enlarging our 
territory, diffunng practical education, and multiplying, by 
ways too numerous for repetition, tlie comforts, advantages, 
and powers of a great and prosperous people. 

But such general eonsiderations, though beneficial in com- 
pazatlve examinations, are usually better tests of the abili^ 
to pay than of the propriety of the expenses themselves. A 
acnitiny into the principal items of the latter, and dieir 
•mounts at this time, compared with those from forty to fifty 
years ago, will aid much, in connexion with the considera- 
tions, before mentioned, in forming a more accurate judgment 
on the propriety and necessity of most of the present ex- 
pendituiea. It will show what branches have since sprung 
into being, and what, irom their character, should or diould 
not be longer continued. 

Some suggestions were submitted on this subject in the last 
annual report, and lis importance must be the excuse for adding 
more on this occasion. The expenditures nominally con- 
nected with foreign intercourse have increased least. Those 
connected with the war department have increased most 
The civil and miscellaneous charges continue comparatively 
moderate. But several of our heaviest burdens, such as the 
navy, the pensions, Indian dubursements, and a class oonsist- 
ing of light-houses, fortifications, roads, and improvement in 
haibours and rivers, have augmented very largely since the 
flxBt eight years of the Government Some of diem have in- 
creased more than fiffy fold. 

On a careful examination it will be seen that various Tin- 
difatifms^ more or less plausible, have been made for these 
additions at diflerent penods, but they cannot be now appli- 
cable for the continuance of them all. 

Thua, the enlargement of our naval expenses from less 
than half a million yearly before 1796, to more than aix 
millions now, was in some degree justified, from time to time, 
as an efficient aid to foreign intercourse with semi-barbarous 
people, and for the protection of our commerce and citiicns 



against iniustioe or rs^pine, whether in remote^ Asia, or ni 
quarter <A the globe. The increase of pensions from oaiy 
forty or fifty thousand dollars yeariy at first, and only ei^rf 
thousand as late as 1811, to nearty four millions now, was 
defended on various grounds. But in most casps, it was con- 
sidered less as a liberal charity than as a payment of the 
Revolutionary debt to a patriotic soldiery, who advanced ar- 
duous services in the field rather than money, and endured 
suflerings in the establishment of our liberties, which a grate- 
ful posterity should endeavour to remunerate. 

The Indian expenditures, enlarged from a few thousands 
to three or four millions of doUars, have been regarded aa the 
most efficacious means of improving permanently the oon- 
dition of the aborigines, as wisely extending the boondarMea 
of civilization over the new states, and, in a fiscal view, aa 
profitable advances of money, as soon to be fully repaid bgr 
the sales of lands, to which the Indian title has thus beeo 
amicably extinguished. The other group of items, for fbfta^ 
light-houses, r<mds, harbours, and rivers, some entirely new, 
and the whole augmented from fifty thousand doUan to duae 
and four millions, have on several occasions, and to a proper 
extent, been considerod as prudent precautions for natioiial 
defence, and useful aids to the extension and security of conk- 
merce. 8ome expenses of smaller magnitude may have 
swollen quite as fast as these ; othen with less rapidity ; and 
others still have been wholly created since 1797. Part of 
them have apparently become a permanent charge on tha 
Treasury, and part undoubtedly may be, as othen have been^ 
properly discontinued. But, without time now to go into the 
consideration of details as to any except those four enumer^ 
atod classes, it may be added that these are, when united, 
nearly quadruple all the other ordinary expenditures, and 
either of those four classes alone amounts yeariy to a sum 
about equal to all the other ordinary expenditures, and more 
than the whole of every kind except the public debt, .each 
year, firom 1789 to 1797. 

The precise periods when the greatest increases happened, 
and the ratio of them, have not kept an uniform pace with 
the progress of population and wealth. In many respects 
the ratio has not been nearly so great dniing the last ten or 
twenty yeara as in some previous terms. Thus, the wh<^ 
expenses of the Government in 1793, with the exception 
before mentioned, were about three millions yeariy ; and in 
1818, afrer the lapse of a quarter of a century had increased, 
though in a period of peace, to fifteen mHIiona of dollaia, or 
fivefold, while our population in that period had only doubled. 
But, during the next sixteen or seventeen years^ as in 1634 
and 1835, the expenses had enlarged not tw«nty-fiva per 
cent while our population had advanced at least sixty*etx 
per cent During the present year, though in intermediated 
periods, chiefly from Indian wan and removals, considerably 
higher, they will not exceed the amount of 1818 mora than 
sixty-eix per cent while our population has stnce increased 
more than eighty-four per cent Again, take the progress in 
the ordinary civil expenses which include those of the Ex- 
ecutive, Legislative, and Judicial departments, miaceUancona 
and foreign intercourse; all of them united were but a tittle 
over half a million of dollara in 1793; while in 1818, they 
had increased to nearly four millions or eight hundred per 
cent., though our population bad augmented only one hun* 
dred per cent 

But since the last date, that class of expenditures has not 
enlarged forty per cent having been not over five millions 
and a half in either 1837, 1838, or probriily 1839, while our 
population has advanced eigfaty*four per cent or more than 
double that rate. All can then perceive where, when, and 
in what, the greatest increase have occurred— -the principal 
reasons, whether sufficient or otherwise, assigned for aeveral 
of them, and the ample opportunity whidi still exists for 
further retrenchments, so far as the public interccts are sup- 
posed by Congiess to require them, in any of all of these 
large burdens on the public Treasury, 

As some encouragement to hope for a continued reduction 
in several of them, without injury lo any of the important ca- 
tabliahments of the country, it may be observed that portiona of 
these itcifls of expense, and sevml amalles ones, moat oeasa 
for ever with the temporary occasion for them, and othen 



1840.] 



REPORT OF THB SECRETARY OP THE TREASURY. 



21 



ymJX not, when once completed, require renewal soon, if ever. 
Such are numerous special donations and grants : durable 
public buildings of all kinds, dry-docks, improvements at 
navy yards, forts, arsenals and arms, roads and harbours con- 
structed, obstnicUons in rivers removed, the manufacture of 
vrei^^hts and measures, the survey of the coast, much of the 
removal of the Indians, the extinguishment of Indian titles, 
and most of the existing pensions. But unpleasant as b 
the task of reduction,, it may also become necessary to go far- 
ther, and diminish on a general pro rata scale or otherwise, 
the compensation to all officers, civil and military, executive, 
judicial and legislative. It is surely much better to do this, 
ao far as the public exigencies may require and justice sanc- 
tion, than to expose the Treasury to bankruptcy, by continu- 
ing to make appropriations beyond the certain means pro- 
vided for the payment of them, or to resort, in a period of 
peace, to the spendthrift, and suicidal policy of effecting per- 
manent loans to defiray ordinary expenditunis. ^a'ce is the 
time to pay rather thain incur debts, and it would be wise for 
any nation even to hoard during peace than to borrow largely, 
and thus encumber still more those energies and resources 
which are naturally crippled by war, but whose whole vigour 
a a so conducive to its success. 

The preceding remarks are applicable to ordinary expen- 
ditures. But for extraordinary ones, such as within .a few 
years past, th^expensive removal of the Greeks and Chero- 
kees« the Black Hawk and Florida wars, while equal caution 
may well be exercised in deciding on their necessity, yet, 
when once that is admitted, less objection exists to temporary 
measures for reUe^ like Treasury notes or short loans, pro- 
▼i^lied a permanent increase of taxation is not likely to be re- 
quired in the end. 

In voting for extraordinary charges, as well as in sanction- 
ing, from sympathy or justice, unexpected appropriations to- 
wards large private claims and interesting local obiects, it often 
happens that heavy payments are imposed on the Treasury 
for purpoeos not contemplated in the ordinary estimates. 

And the obvious propriety of generally making at the same 
time some new provision of means adequate to the discharge 
of such additional biudens, is sometimes unfortunately over- 
looked. But, when acting on these or otlier cases, if Con- 
gress cannot, consistently with its views of duty to the coun- 
try, adopt the course suggested, and restrict the amount of 
appropriations, whether ordinary or extraordinsry, to the 
certain current revenue, the only remaining courses which 
seem defensible are these : either to provide for recalling por- 
tions of the public money now deposited with the states, or 
eatablish an adequate system of direct taxation, or at once 
resort to. the contingent power contemplated in the existing 
laws concerning the tariff when changes become necessary 
for the purposes of revenue, and restore the duty on several 
articles of luxury now free. 

On tome permanent tafeguardt under Jluctuationg in 
receipt* and e^tpendituret. 

Much has at times been wisely done by Congress to sup- 
ply means for meeting unexpected deficiencies. But no legal 
provisions heretofore adopted for that purpose having expired, 
OUT financial operations will be constantly exposed to danger, 
jiQleaksome permanent safeguard undor contingencies is ea- 
tabUshed. * 

These circumstances must constitute an apology for once 
more explaining some of the grounds in favour of such a 
measure, and earnestly asking speedy legislation concerning it 

The principal sourees of our present revenue are sensibly 
affected by fluctuations not only in commercial prosperity, 
but in the crops, the banking policy, and credit systems of 
even foreign nations. The influence of these causes seems 
to become yearly more changeable and more uncertain in its 
extent 

Numerous illtistrations in support of these views Jiave been 
referred to in fohner reports. Some of tlicm show a sudden 
and great falling off in the regular receipts, though during 
peace, as the duties in IS 16, from nine millions in one quar- 
ter, to only three in the next : and as the sale of public lands, 
foHQ twenty-four millions in 1836, or an amount over half 
of all received in the previous forty years, to less than three 



millions in 1838. But the returns from the districts in somd 
states during the last two years present additional facts, equally 
striking on this subject. 

In Michigan, for instance, the sales of public lands in 1636 
exceeded five millions of dollars. They fell in 1838 to only 
$154,284; and in Mississippi, where, in 1835 and 1836 they 
exceeded three millions each year, they fell in 1838 to only 
$96,(>36. As before intimated, a portion of such extraordi- 
lury fluctuations results from the vacillating character of the 
sources from which our revenue is derived. But mostpf them 
are evils inseparable from the periodical contractions and ex- 
pansions incident to the present defective system of banking 
in a country so full of enterprise as ours, with such freedom 
in pursuits, such facilities of intercourse, and such strong 
temptation to speculation. 

The fluctuations, however, are not confined to the receipts. 
The expenditures, which may be sanctioned by Congress an- 
nually, are very uncertain in their amount, as well as doubt- 
ful in the proportion of them, which will be called for within 
the year, or in any particular portion of it 

All these, and similar considerations in fiivour of some per- 
manent provision on this subject, apply with still greater force 
than they hive heretofore. The available balance in the Trea- 
sury to facilitate its operations, is much smaller than has for- 
merly been usuaL The receipts on the debts still due from 
baidu, afler two previous disappointments as to some of them, 
must be regarded with incrcaiscd doubt, and if they should 
be paid within the coming year, the outstanding Treasury 
notes become redeemable in the first half of it, and must be 
discharged some months before the bond of the United States 
Bank fiilis due in September. 

The introduction of steam in voyages across the Atlantic, 
besides the great revolution it must produce in other respects, 
will so expedite orders and imports, as to produce a sensible 
departure from the former more uniform periods of laying in 
stocks of certain kinds of merchandise in advance, and must 
thus add to tlie irregularity in our receipts from imports, as 
well as to the uncertainty in previously estimating their 
amount. 

' The practice of incurring expenses in certain cases, some- 
times legislative, and sometimes military, yet of a different 
character, in anticipation of appropriations, and occasioned 
by unexpected necessities of unusual delays, seems to be in- 
creasing. It augments the risk of a temporary deficiency, 
because large sums thus become payable in a mass, and forth- 
with from the Treasury, when most of the members of Con- 
gress, at the time of making the appropriations, expect that 
the burden will be spread somewhat equally over the whole 
of the ensuing year. 

Why, then, should not a constant safeguard, or some per- 
manent remedy under tfuch irregularities, be provided ? The 
omission to do this can hardly be considered the true check 
on extravagant expenditure, as that check would seem to con- 
sist rather in a forbearance to make unnecessary appropria- 
tions, than in a refusal to provide ample means for paying with 
promptitude, under a^ probable contingencies, what has al- 
ready been appropriated, and has thus received the deliberate 
sanction of Congress. The national pride, no less than its 
honour and credit, appears to be concerned, in adopting some 
measures on this subject, staple, efficient, creditable to fi-oe 
institutions, and possessing a paramount influence to preserve 
unspotted Uie public fiiith. 

The states now possess, separately, quite as deep an interest 
in such an arrangement as the General Government, since 
a blow on the credit of the latter would, like an electric 
shock, be felt through the whole of them, and inevitably de- 
preciate still more their immense amounts of stocks. 

It is hoped that an actual failure to furnish means to make 
prompt payment, under all contingencies, and thus producing 
the very violation of good faith so much to be deprecated, 
will not be necessary to awaken its guardians to the urgent 
importance of some such remedial provision ; a measure, 
without which, in the shape of an investment, or largo bal- 
ance on hand, or authority given to postpone certain classes 
of sppropriation, when the revenue proves insuflficient for the 
whole, or some power to borrow money, or issue, on interest, 
when necessary, drafU or exchequer bills, no financial system 
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ia any eoUghtened oountiy has been, or can be long adminin- 
tered with safety and honour. 

In our system, the provision on this sul^t was very uni- 
fivm and permanent, until the extinguishment of the national 
debt in 1835, Prerious to that time, a large balance beyond 
the expenses for ordinaiy purposes was generally collected, 
and being kept on hand fall the dose of the year, if not thus 
wanted, applied towards the payment of the debt 

After that time, the first resort, in the event of fluctuations, 
was temporary, and consisted of the accidental and unex- 
pected accumulation which immediately followed. When 
parts of that accumulation were expended, and the residue 
was divided among the states, instead of being invested, and 
held to meet deficiencies, the recall of it, as Cut as needed for 
the latter purpose, was still sanctioned by Congress, and con- 
stituted the next permanent remedy. But this power of re- 
call was afterwards taken ftom the Treasury Department, 
and, instead of it, the payment of one instalment was post- 
poned, and a very limited authority given to issue Treasury 
notes for aid in any contingency. That authority also ex- 
pired in June last, and while in force, contained requisitions 
immediately to receive those notes in payments when offered, 
and at th^ame time preventing the re-issue of them, which 
proved to be exceedingly inconvenient and hazardous — ^which 
nave already rendered two additional acts of Congress neces- 
sary, and which, in a moneyed crisis like the present, not 
only endangers all fiscal operations, but would have stopped 
some of the most important of them, if not obviated in a d^ 
gree by seasonable arrangements, made in anticipation of 
diflliculty. 

The Department, therefore, is now without any resort tem- 
porary or permanent in case of material deficiencies, and con- 
sidering all the circumstances before mentioned, with the 
dangerous liability in law to have the whole outstanding 
Treasury notes paid in at any moment for public dues, with- 
out a power remaining to issue others, in their stead ; con- 
ndering also the present revulsions in the commercial world, 
which afifectB so seriously the receipts from both duties and 
lands ; considering the disasters whidi are befalling the banks 
and rendering our collected funds in some cases wholly urui-- 
▼ailable, and the advances necessary to be soon made for the 
large payment of pensions, and Treasury notes falling due 
in March, the earliest attention to new legislation on this sub- 
ject aeenis highly prudent, if not indtspensaMe, for the ef- 
fectual security of the public credit 

2%e manner of keeping" the pubHe money ^ vith the proper 

gvardt against ieB9ea, 

During the present year, the public money has been kept in 
the following manner. Where suitable banks could be ob- 
tained in conformity to the act of Jyne 23, 1836, it has been 
placed in Uiem, in general deposits. When such could not be 
obtained, and the amounts were likely to be permanently large, , 
or were not collected by any pubhc ofiicer, the money has 
been placed in banks, in special deposit, either in the modi- 
fied form, as explained last year, or under particular stipula- 
tions in wviting. In other cases, where it was small in 
amount, or likely to be wanted immediately for public use, 
it has remained with those collecting it until drawn for. 

Only two banks are now employed as general depositories, 
under the act of June, 1836. 

In respect to the system at present in use, it is not propos- 
ed to add much to the comments, which have been submitted 
on its defects, in former reports. The failures among the 
Vntti within the lost few months have again strongly illus- 
tratoi these defects. 

Without further l^islation, this system caimot be made, 
and it certainly is not now the most safe and convenient one, 
whether Congress intend to continue a system of banks, or 
adopt one independent of banks, or employ a mixed one com- 
posed of both. But it is a system foroBd on the Department, 
bytibie peculiarities of the existing hiws and the present con- 
dition of our banking institutions. It is believed to be the 
best one possible, consistent with them. Under the present 
anangements no eventful losses are supposed to have been 
■uscained, wlud^ are properly attributable to this mode of 
kequng dM public money. Any small onesy which are likdy 



to happen, appear to be the result of the usual luks iaddeot 
to the mere collection and disbursement of the money, with- 
out reference to the manner of keeping it, and these kinds of 
risks are inseparable from any system heretofore in force on 
this subject, whether consisting of an United States Bank, or 
State Banks, or either of those mixed with individual officers. 

An exclusive use of bank corporations for collecting and 
disbursing, as well as keeping idl the public money, could 
alone dispense with the employment of individual ofiicersfor 
the two former purposes, whidi has prevailed from the foun- 
dation of the Government Such an innovation has been 
proposed by some, and more especially in the large seapottiL 
But it woafd create a radical change in the whole theory of 
all our collection laws. It would subject the Government in 
most of its fiscal concerns to an entire and humiliating de- 
pendence on moneyed corporations. And should the latter, 
though increased so much in power, not aspire more to mt9> 
use it, yet .a wider door would thus be opened to sinister in- 
fluences as well as to great fiscal derangements and ultimate 
losses. Recent events have evinced the dangers of these so 
strikingly as to justify all in being more distrustful, and to 
render the further consideration uf such a plan unnecessary. 

The chief difiiculty under the old systems need only be 
understood clearly to be duly appreciated. It has not been 
in making large payments or large transfers, when using for 
deposit either the State Banks or the United ^tates Bank.—* 
Recovers and collectors have also in many places e&eted 
payment^ with promptitude and to great amounts, and al- 
most every trouble in transfera by them would be obviated by 
the authority heretofore asked for the Treasurer to receive 
money for lands in advance at points mutually convenient to 
the purchaser and the Treasurer. But the greatest defect in 
any former system, connected with this disturbing snbieet, 
has always been of a dififerent character. It consists m a 
want of an absolute prohibition to employ the public money 
for any private purpose whatever, and in the want of severe 
penalties to enforce such a prohibition, and of other adequate 
checks and guards, possessittg a preventive operation on both 
the minds and acts of officera si&ciently powerful to dimin- 
ish defalcations. 

This defect has exposed the Treasury to constant losses 
from the foundation of the Govenmient, and under all sys- 
tems hitherto in use. It can be effectually remedied by no 
official regulations, ss these have neither the extent, respect, 
nor force of laws, but only by such new legislation, both 
penal and prohibitory, as has been repeatedly recommended 
by this Department, and as experience in most other coun- 
tries has shown to be indispensable to check peculations m 
the most eflfective manner^ 

The correctness of the statement as to the existence of 
these losses under all systems and all adnunistrations of them, 
which have prevailed since the present form of Government 
went into operation, has been mown generally from oflSdal 
records in reports inade to Congress within the last two years, 
and they wiU appear more in detail in a reply soon to be pre- 
sented, to a resolution of the House of Representatives, calling 
for particulara concerning defaults, in ** each administration*' 
from 1789 to 1837. 

It is not proposed to enter here into minute particulan 
concerning the results as contained and exhibited in that ro- 
ply. But a few general statements from them will throw 
light on the topic under consideration. 

Losses appear to have occurred firom defeults among olfi- 
cera in every ** Administration" or Presidential term, from 
the formation of the present Crovemment Thus, among dis- 
bursing officera, they are found in every term since 1789; 
among collecting oflSoera in each since 1793 ; and among 
deposit officers, or banks, in all since 1817. 

The largest amount of loss from each class, within the pe- 
riod described, has been by deposit officers^ consisting of 
banks, and including, as the resolution requires, the depred- 
ation on such of their notes as were taken for public dues.— 
The loss by this class, at the lowest estimate, has exceeded 
six millioiui and a half of doUan ; and, adopting a computa- 
tion made by a committer of the House of Representativea 
in 1833, would equal thirty-five milltons. The next largest 
amount of loss, as asoeitained and computed by the psoper 
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baraaus, has been hj disbaning officen, and has been a little 
under five miUionc. And the least loss has been by collect- 
ing officers, not much exceeding two millions. The aggre- 
gBCe of all these losses, taking the lowest estimate for banks, 
is about thirteen millions and a half. If, in connexion with 
this subject, were considered the losses in collecting the re- 
venue by die non-payment of bonds fox duties, on which 
credit was giyen to merchants, something over seven and a 
half millions of dotlars must he added, increasing the aggre- 
gate to more than twenty-one millions. The proportionate 
losses by diesc classes have been thus : Those by the banks 
and by the duty bonds amount to more than two-thirds of 
the whole. The losses, either by the banks alone, or the 
merchants' bonds alone, have been nearly as great as by both 
disbursing and collecting officers united ; and either is more 
than threefold as great as by collectors and receivers, and sev- 
eral millions more than by them, not only from 1780 to 1837, 
but from 1789 down to &e present moment. 

The particular losses in each Presidential term being also 
desired by tfie resolution, they have been ascertained ; and, as 
they furnish a striking solution of some of the general causes 
of thoae^ losses, the periods in which the largest and some 
of the smallest ones happened among each class of public 
agents may be usefully designated here. Among the banks, 
&e largest losses were from 1813 to 1817, then conosting 
entirely of depreciation on notes taken, and next from 1821 
to 1824, consisting then chiefly of deposits, while from 1829 
to 1833, and from 1833 to 1837, they were smaller than in 
any period since 1813. Among disbursing officers, looking 
to the alnount disbursed, the largest losses were from 1821 
to 1825, next from 1817 to 1821, and next from 1809 to 
1813; and they were smaller from 1829 to 1833, and 1833 
to 1837, than in any oAer term whatever, except from 1789 
to 1793. The loss on each $100 from 1829 to 1833 was 
only nineteen cents, and from 1833 to 1837 only twenty-six 
cents ; while in some previous terms it was as high as two 
dollars and sixteen cents. In this class the most numerous 
loescs, compared with all in office, were from 1817 to 1821, 
next from 1821 to 1826, and next from 1813 to 1817.— 
The smallest proportion in this respect, except during the 
first two terms under the Constitution, was frt>m 1829 to 
1833, and except those and the third term, the next smallest 
was from 1833 to 1837. 

Among collecting officers, if looking to the amounts col- 
lected, the largest losses were from 1797 to 1801, next from 
1809 to 1813, next from 1817 to 1821, and next from 1805 
to 13'j9. The most numerous defaults, compared with the 
whole number of that class in office, were from 1 809 to 1 813, 
next from 1805 to 1809, next from 1821 to 1825, next from 
1817 to 1821, and next from 1825 to 1828. The ratio of 
fhem from 1B29 to 1833, and 1833 to 1 837, was not one- 
fourth as large as in some of the periods just enumerated. — 
Indeed, it was less than in any previous terms from the foun- 
dation of the Government, exc^t four, and the number of 
such defaulters was less than in any Presidential term since 
i804. 

The accounts of the Post OflSce establishment being kept 
separately, and its officers acting in the capacities both of 
collecting and disbursing, are not included in the above re- 
sults, but wiU be given in the special report in distinct tables. 

On a careful review of these data it must be obvious, that 
in the absence of any peruU prohibition to use the public mon- 
ey for private purposes, and of other adequate securities 
against misconduct, the increased losses during some of the 
terms mentioned must have happened more from the strong 
temptations to misuse the money, combined with the calam- 
ities incident to war, extraordinary expansions and contrac- 
tions in the currency, and grreat speculations and convulsions 
in trade, than from any peculiar rapacity among those then 
in public trort, or any special neglect on the part of those 
who were then either accounting officers, or possessed of the 
power to appomt and remove unfaithful agents. 

Thus, in 1831, 1832, and 1833, prosperous but not spec- 
ulating years, in the interior scarcely a single loss is sopposed 
to have happened among reoeiven, though some were then 
reported for suit on previous defaults ; snd the same may be 
said of ooltectors then, and in 1885, ptospenma hot not speo- 



nlating yeani on the seaboard. But, in more calamitous pe- 
riods of trade, like 1797 and 1798, 1808 to 1813, 1818 to 
1821, and 1837, sometimes succeeding others of lash specu- 
lation, the defaults multiplied among collectors, as well as 
disbursing agents. _So, in similar periods in the interior, like 
1818 to 1821, and~ 1836 and 1837, they increased among 
the receivers and the banks much in a ratio with the inordi- 
nate thirst for hazardous investments, and the overwhelming 
disasterB which ensued from them and over issues of paper 
money. 

Aiiother very strong illustration of this is to be found in 
the periods of the greatest losses on merchants* bonds, com- 
pared with the whole amount of duties collected. These 
losses were the highest from 1825 to 1 829, of aiiy term since 
the commencement of the Government, doubtless in a great 
measure growing out of the excessive mercantile speculations 
and failures of that period ; and the next largest were from 
1821 to 1825, resulting probably from like causes; while 
from 1829 to 1834, a period of comparative regularity in 
trade, the loss was smaller than in any other term since 1809, 
and less than even from 1793 to 1797, and 1797 to 1801. 

On the other topic, as to the foasibility and utility of ad- 
ditional checks and penalties against defiilcations, the illu£- 
trations referred to, as drawn from examples abffoad, are these. 
Out of twenty-seven Governments, in respect to which accu- 
rate statements have been obtained, and which include almost 
every important civilized country in the world, twenty-six 
seem to prohibit any private use of the public money, either 
by collecting or disbursing agents. In six cases only do the 
deposit agents appear to be allowed the use of public fundfl» 
and that Lb only when those agents are banks, and the money 
is placed with them in general deposit. In a great maiority 
of these Governments, &e employment of public funds for 
private purposes by any agents whatever, is not only prohib* 
ited, but punished by severe penalties, such as imprisonment 
or the galleys, the penitentiary, and in some instances death. 
More minute checks and guards also are introduced in most 
of* them, and less is left to discretion or regulation, even in 
monarchies, than here. 

That course of middng full and explicit statutory provi- 
sions on all these important points, and duly restrictive Ex- 
ecutive discretion, so liable to degenerate into tyranny, hae 
^fore been repeatedly urged by the undersigned, from a re- 
gard as well to correct political principles as to an increase of 
the pubHc security, and a diminution of the difficulties and 
responsibilities he has of late yean been compelled to pase 
through, in a period of such immense collections and disburse- 
ments, accompanied by so severe revulsions in commerce, 
and such harassing bank suspensions. 

Dwelling no longer now on this topic, he is convinced, not 
only that the measures for increased security in the collection 
and disbursement of the public money, but all the other pro- 
visions heretofore recommended, in the establishment ef an 
Independent Tieasniyr for kccpmg and transferring it, should 
he early adopted. Prominently among these last, is the sep- 
aration between the banks and the principal fiscal operations 
of the Government. That would be likely to prod;ece many- 
advantages, which have been explained so fully on former 
occasions that onts a few of theiA need here be adverted to» 
and ibis very briefly. It would render a bankruptcy of the 
Treasury impossible, by a wide if not general suspension of 
specie payments. To the loss, vexation, and discredit of this, 
the Government has already been more than once subjected, 
and a United States Bank, judging from experience abroad 
and analogy at home, would form no more ef^tual guaran- 
tee against it, than State Banks during periods of extreordt- 
naiy convulsions in trade, if administered under the present 
imperfect system of banking ; or, in other words, under sim- 
ilar defective charters, and occasionally similar false banking 
principles. Such a separation would relieve both the banks 
and the Government from any farther exposure to mutual 
importunities, embarrassments and criminations. Both, a^d 
doubtless beneficially to both, would be left more to their own 
resources and less to dependence on each other's favour, 
whether instigated by cupidity on one hand, or politioal am- 
; bition on the other. Instead of increasing, it would diminish. 
Executive power; for the latter would be stripped of all bank 
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influence, and be a lowed in its atead neither the nae nor pos- 
session of the public money, except under agents not selected 
by itself alone, as in case of the banks; little increased in 
number, guarded by additional securities, and forbidden by 
the severest penalties to use a dollar of it for any private 
purpose. It would tend to check improvident paper issues, 
that in some degree dcteriorato the exchangeable value of 
specie itself as well as of paper, and it would secure the best 
possible currency in the present state of the Constitution and 
laws. In fine, it would remove all inducements to hoard 
what could not be used for profit, to delay payment of what 
could not be otherwise employed, to augment taxes or tariffs 
for dirposits tbair can yield no emoluments, and to indulge m 
reproaches or suffer inconveniences, as banks now do, at be> 
ing deprived, by public drafts, or funds which, under the pro- 
posed system, would only add to the risk and responaibility 
of the depositary instead of his gains, and would therefore be 
be gladly parted witli. 

Condition of bankini;^ imti'utions grrnercUly, and the kind 
of money receiva&fe for public dues. 

The condition of the banking institutions generally in the 
United States is always a topic of some financial mteresL 
But it now poswsses less with the General Grovemment than 
it did when the connexion between them was m(nre intimate 
and extensive. 

It is regretted that space remains on this occasion for but 
little more, concerning their condition, than a reference to 
the special report, which will soon be submitted from the last 
authentic returns that can be obtained. 

In the meantime, however, it may be inferred from returns 
not very extensive, and from some general data, that since 
the first of January last the circulation of those banks now 
paying specie has probably, on an average been curtailed 
quite one-third, or between sixteen and twenty millions : that 
the circulation of most of the others had not been increased 
at the time of their late suspension : that the aggregate amount 
of specie in all of them is not reduced more than eight or 
ten millions ; and thstt, since the fill in foreign exchange, 
these institutions, with a few exceptions, originating in gross 
departures from correct banking principles, by embarking in 
trade, and by making large investments and long loans, often 
not to business men, nor for common businan purposes, are 
as able as ever to sustain specie payments, provided they felt 
disposed to exercise their former forbeacance and indulgence 
towards each other, and the community towards them. It is 
a source of much satisfaction to add that the recent suspen- 
sion has caused far less embarrassment, delay, and probable 
loss to the Treasury, whether by dcp<Mits in banks or the pos- 
acssion of their notes, than have occurred heretofore on simi- 
lar occasions. 

Two reasons exist for this. The banks have of late been 
employed and their notes taken to a less extent than was 
before customary, and the suspensions among them have been 
less general, by not reaching, it is computed, over one-third 
of the whole number in the United States, though including, 
perhaps, more than half the whole banking capital Of those 
suspending, fortunately only three or four held Any conside- 
rable amounts of public money deposited with them since 
1837, and they, as well as the rest now in public employ, 
have made commendable exertions to meet with fidelity their 
engagements to the Treasury. 

The admonitions, however, which the late suspension has 
given in respect to the importancevof some new legal provi- 
■ionfl connected with the keeping of the public money, have 
not been slight, and have already been sufficiently noticed. 

They appear to bo equally strong in favour of some new 
legislation or additional regulations as to the kind of curren- 
cy which should be received for public dues. 

In relation to this last point the Constitution and laws 
are now explicit enough concerning what constitutes money. 

But the practices under them, in receiving other things 
than gold and silver as money, or rather as a currency and 
substitute for money, have continued so long and been at 
times so loose as to create much danger and difficulty. The 
views of the Department on all portions of this subject were 
•0 fully explained to Congress on previous occauonsy and 



more particularly in Sept 1837, as to render it unnecessary 
to repeat them here. 

But some illustrations and confirmations of those views* 
contained in the transactions of the present year are new, and 
are as follows : 

In sundry instances banks as well as individuals, holding 
the Treasurer's drafts, hove insisted on specie payments, and 
refo.<ed to accept the current notes of specie paying banka 

This they had an undoubted right to do, and thus (he idea 
has been strongly corroborated, that, howeve? much both 
public and fiscal convenience may be promoted by the uae of 
a paper currency, for either large or distant payments, yet 
tlus receipt of any thing short of specie, or the notes not only 
of specie paying banks, but such as axe convertible into spe* 
cie on the spot, and at par, can never effectually protect the 
public credit. The practical importance of this questioB 
under our present system will be more obvious when it is 
understood that near twenty millions of the twenty-five ex- 
pended this year, for ordinary purposes, have been, or will be, 
paid by drafis drawn directly on collecton and receivera,and 
must therefore be met, not only by them, but in specie or its 
equivalent It seems impossible, also, that eventual embar- 
rassments and occasional losses by bank &ilures end suspen- 
sions should be obviated, if any thing but specie is long kept 
on hand by public agents of any description. Nor can any 
system operate as a check « n over-issues by banks, restrain 
the tendency to gambling speculations, and aid gradually in 
improving the currency of the country, as well as preserve in 
purity the true constitutional standard of value, unless the 
notes received are speedily paid over for public dd[>ts, when 
acceptable to creditors, and, at brief intervale, any of them left 
on hand are returned for specie to the institutions that issued 
them. 

It appears that the effect which such a conrse wouhl pro- 
duce in the currency at large, by permanently withdrawmg 
specie either from banks or from circulation, would, in ordi- 
nary tiroes, be much less than many persons hare appre- 
hended, in the collection and payment of the above twenty 
millions by collectora and receive™, the whole amount on 
hand with all of them at any one time has seldom exceeded 
one jnillion and a half. 

At New York city, where nearly two-thirds of the customs 
of the whole Union are collected, and where the groes re- 
ceipts this year will exceed fifteen millions of dollars, the 
amount on hand at any one time has not averaged half a mil* 
lion of dollars. 

As an illustration of the system of drawing for this money 
speedily, it may be added, that the amount left at the close of 
each week, subject to drafW, has seldom equalled one-twenti- 
eth of a million. 

At the recent suspension of specie payments, most of the 
funds in the custom-houses were composed of bank notes; 
but nearly half of those in the land offices consisted of spe- 
cie. Though the notes on hand were issued by banks pay- 
ing specie, and in good credit at the time they were taken, 
yet even a part of them, suddenly becoming irrwlecmoble, has 
caused some inconvenience, several protests, and a few iiriu- 
rious delays, with both receivera and col||^tore. At the for- 
mer suspension, as specie was the only currency then allowed 
to be taken by receivers, most of these difficulties were obvi- 
ated with them, and were confined chiefly to the deposit 
bonks, and lai^ge collectonk The great amount of specie 
which the receiven then possessed, contributed much, also, to 
the general relief of the Treasury, and especially furnished 
most opportune means for making legal, as well as satisfac- 
tory, payments of the heavy Indian annuities, soon after- 
wards falling due in the West 

Some considerations were intended to be next presented 
on the permanent deficiency apprehended as likely to happen in 
the revenue after 1841, under the operation of the present 
tariff But the length to which this communication has already 
extended, and the doubt whether Congress may deem it advisa- 
ble to legislate so long before, and in anticipation of an event 
which possibly, but not probably, may be avoided, have in- 
duced the Department to postpone, for the present any par- 
ticular remarks on a topic involving considerations of so diffir 
cult and agitating a cluuracter. 
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8onic of the leading changes which this Depottment, dur- 
ing the last five yean, has thought proper to urge as material 
in connexion with the finances, may, before closing, be sum- 
mariiy and, perhaps, usefully condensed, and presented to- 
gether to the consideration of Congress. 

They are as follows : 

A new organization of the Treasiny Department in such 
respects as to ensure a more appropriate division of labour, a 
all^^tor accountability, and a doser supervision over the col- 
lection of the revenue by officers exclusivdy devotnl to it 

An increase of the checks and securities against defaults 
in all ofEcen, whether collecting, keeping, or disbursing pub- 
lic money, and more especially by prohibiting its use for pri- 
vmte puiposes under severe penalties. 

Some provident fond, to be foirned when nny occasional 
and accidental surplus happens to be in the Treasury, (bat 
never designedly raising one by taxation,) which shall be em- 
ployed to meet contingencies and ductuations instead of our 
' being compelled frequently to resort to loans or increased 
laxM ; and in the absence of such a fund, a permanent au- 
thority to be given for the procurement of means, when 
needed ; under unexpected deficiencies. 

A reduction in the ordinary expenditures, so as for several 
years not to exceed seventeen or eighteen millions of dollars 
annually, unless, when the revenue is abundant, the great 
national works, which it is intended to complete in any event, 
should be hastened more, and, when the revenue is smaller, 
be proportionably retarded. 

The passage of occasional pre-emption and graduation 
laws as to the public lands, under judicious limitations con- 
cerning the quantity sold in any one case, and for the pre- 
vention of frauds and partialities. 

To reduce the taiiflT, whenever the amount of revenue jus- 
tifies the measure ; and always regulate its provisions widi a 
paramount regard to finance, discouraging articles of luxury, 
and encouraging useful and necessaiy ones only as incidental 
objects in tanfT legislation. 

In connexion with this policy of protecting freod<»n of 
trade, to resist monopolies and exclusive privileges, whether 
in banking or commerce. 

The exclusion of small bank notes firom cireolation, so as 
to enlarge the quantity of specie within the country ; increase 
the use of it, and especially of gold, for common puiposes, 
and thus protect as well the banks against runs or panics, as 
the laboring classes from losses and depreciations incident to 
every paper currency, Uko ours, not founded on a specie ba- 
sis as broad as the paper itself. And finally the rapid extin- 
guishment of any national debt, and the creation of no new 
one of a permanent description^in peace. 

A prominent fratuie in the jpoliey which has thus been re- 
commended as to our fiscal afiairs, has been to leave to State 
legislation all matters of doubtful jurisdiction, as well as all 
e|early of a domestic and State character, whether connected 
w ith the revenue or the currency, the exchanges and com- 
merce, or some other exciting interests of the country less in^ 
termingled with the immediate business of this Department 
Th e undenigned takes pleasure in acknowledging that seve- 
ral of those enumerated measures did not originate with 
him; yet they have all received his earnest official sup- 
port, iad he is gratified that steps have already been taken 
by Congress, insuring, in part, (he success of some of them. 
The rest, as well as those, are again respectfully commended 
to favourable consideration, hoping that the scrutiny of longer 
discussion and reflection may have satisfied itn members that 
the full adoption of them all would promote the durable pros- 
perity of the finances, and at the same time be in harmony 
with the Constitution, and favourable to most of the great 
interests of the countrv. 

In respect to several remaining matters connected with the 
finances and duties devolved on this Department, it is pro- 
posed to postpone the consideration of most of them to spe- 
cial reports to Congress, and separate communications to 
suitable committees. 

' Among the latter is a mass of questions, chiefly connected 
with the public lands and the custom-houie establishment 
Vol. IL— 4 



Among the former are the state of the ligbt-houscs; the pro- 
gress in the interesting survey of the coast ; the manufacture 
' of weights and measures; the condition of the Mix^t and its 
branches; the situation of ourtrjide with the British pro* 
vincca and W est Indies ; the disposition made of our depositi 
with the beveral States ; and various other subjects of minor 
importance. 

In a note aimcxcd are explained briefly a few topics still 
difierent, and some of them more urgent in their character« 
such as the exclusive employment of one of the present Comp> 
troUers as a commissioner of the customs; a revision of the 
number and compensation of o&cers in the customs, and 
especially their pay during the past year ; the requirement of 
official securiW from district attorneys ; a change in the com- 
mencement of the fiscal year, making also tlie oommerdal the 
calendar year; appropriating in certain cases, for five quar- 
ters, and kecpoig and publishing all accounts and returns by 
quarters as well as years; new provisions concerning papers 
iA whale ships and in vet^ls on the coast of Africa ; a decla- 
ratory act as to the duties o&. silks and worsted; and the 
further extension of the laws for the relief of insolvent 
debtors. 

Within the present year, the businefls as to the French in- 
demnity has boBn closed by distributing the additional inte- 
rest obtained on the first four instalments. The sixth pay- 
ment due from the kingdom of Naples has also been received 
and divided among the claimants. 

The annual exhibit of the condition and business of the 
General Land Office usually accompanies this report ; but 
from its length and importance, it will be presented sepantely 
in a few days. The very successftd progress made in bring- 
ing 'up the arrears of business, and in the despatch of the 
enormous amount of current duties devolved on that office by 
the unprecedented sales in 1835 and 1836, Reserves spedid 
notice. It has enabled the Commissioner to dispense with 
the employment of nineteen of his former clerks. Disagree- 
able and embarrassing as the discontinuance of official ser^ 
vices usually is, a stroi^ sense of its propriety in an economical 
view has led to the measure on this occasion without any 
special direction by Congress* It is also again urged as a 
proper topic for legislation, and without which it cannot be 
effected, that the number and consequently the expense of 
the old land office be reduced, by uniting several with others 
adjoining where the quantity of business has become much 
lessMied. A similar course as to some of the collection dis- 
tricts on the seaboard has before been recommended, and is 
still considered* worthy the attention of Congress. In all 
these as well as in larger savings, economy is undoubtedly 
true trisdom. 

Respectfully, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treasoiy . 
Hon. R. M. JoHirsox, 

Vice president of the United States, 

And President of the Senate. 

The YirKinia Bauk BUI. 

The following is the Act, passed by both branches of the 
Viiginia Legislature during its present session, for the tern* 
poraiy relief of the banks of that Commonwealth. 

1. J3e it enacted by the General Mtembly, That so 
much of any act as may subject any bank incorporated by the 
laws of this Stiite to the forfeiture of its charter, for failing or 
refusing to pay its notes or other debts in spede, or to the 
payment of damages or interest higher than six per cent per 
annum for such failure or refusal ; or which may prohibit the 
receiving of the notes of such banks, in payment of public 
taxes or debts, or the deposit of the public revenue, as here- 
tofore, shall be, and the same is hereby suspended until the 
first day of March next ; and if any bank shall have forfeited 
its charter, by so failing or refusing to pay specie, the for- 
feiture incurred shall be remitted— and the charter, with alt 
the rights and powers conferred by it, except such portions as 
are hereby suspended, shall continue in full force and effect, un* 
til the date above men^oned, saving to all persons, corporations, 
or bodies politic, the right to recover, in any of the modes now 
provided by Uw, the amount of any note or other debt duo 
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from the banks, with'intereit at t^e rate of six per cent per 
■nnam : Provided the banks of this Commonwealth in which 
the moneys are on deposit shall pay the interest falling due 
in Januaiy next, upon public loans, in specie or its cqiiiva- 
lentrif the public creditors require it, if there be so moch in 
said bonks to the credit of the Commonwealth : ,And pro* 
vided, aUof That nothing herein contained shall be so con- 
strued as to prevent the Legislature from passing any act 
annulling or modifying the charters of the several banks 
which it might be competent to enact, if this act had never 
passed. 

2. This act shall be in force from the passing thereof. 

*■ 

Sctaiiylklll Bank. 

The Grand Inqueai of the CommonweaUh of Pennttflna' 
l^ ru'a. Inquiring' for the City and County of Philadel- 
phia, at the December Term, 1839, of the Court of 
Criminal Seenene, make thefoUovting 

REPORT: 

That they have been struck with the obvious deficiency 
of accommodations for the Court and its officers ; by which 
the business of the Court is injuriously retarded, and even 
the health of judges, jurors, attorneys and suitors, endangered 
by inhaling the atmosphere adulterated by the breaths of 
auditors, witnesses, and prisoners, crowded into such a limited 
space. 

The attention of the Grand Inquest was almost irresisti- 
bly turned to an evil, wliich is not only operating against the 
pecuniary interests of the eounty in wtuch the inquest is 
made, but which seems most fatally injurious to the morals 
of the community and the cause of justice. Allusion is made 
to the great amount of recognizances forfeited by prosecuting 
officers of the Court, and left unpaid on the books of the 
County Commissioners. The attorney of the Board of Com- 
missioners some months since commenced the suing out 
those recognizances ; but such is the irresponsible character 
of those who entered security, that the sum obtained will be 
very inconsiderable ; while the oflfendera, for whose appear- 
ance baO was given, are, many of them, at large, renewing 
their depredations on society. The inquiries of the Grand 
Jury as to the character and full extent of this evil, were ar- 
rested before they had possessed themselves offsets sufficient 
to serve as a foundation for any satisfactory report Enough, 
however, was developed to warrant a belief that extensive 
frauds are practised by persons whose names are unknown 
to the Grand Jury, and who derive a direct profit firom be- 
coming bail for persons charged vrith violations of the law, 
and this without the means of paying their recognizances, 
should they be forfeited — ^thus increasing crime by the facil- 
ity of procuring bail. 

The Grand Jury cannot doubt that the subject will arrest 
the attention of other Grand Inquests, who will second their 
recommendation for legislative enactments requiring magis- 
trates to take as security in criminal suits only perrons who 
are ownera of real estate, who shall be required to make oath 
of their legal qualifications to enter the surety proposed ; and 
it may be doubted whether any benefit can result from the 
custom believed to have obtained, of public officers, such as 
constables, being allowed to enter bail for persons arrested on 
criminal process. It might, perhaps, fiicilitate the counc of 
justice, if the person aggrieved should be entitled to a portion 
of the forfeited recognizance. 

While the subject of forfeited recognizanees was under 
consideration, the attention of the Grand Inquest was directed 
by the honourable Court to the stupendous frauds charged 
to have been practised in the Sebuylkill Bank. In the ex- 
ercise of the authority belonging to their body, the Grand 
Jury summoned before them persons who, in their opinion, 
could testify in the matter, and learned from them the char- 
acter of the crimes, snd a part of their extent; and received 
information which justifies, in their opinion, a presentment 
of Hosca J. Levis, the principal actor, for perjury, forgery, 
and conspiracy to .defraud — and to present, in assodatioo 
with his name, tlie names of some other individuals, as con- 
nected with him in difierent acts, fVauds, or various degrees 
of Climes In the examination, the Grand Jury was M to 



believe that the manageinent of the SchuylkiQ Bank had* for 
a long time, been almost entirety in the hands of die lata 
cashier, Mr. Levis ; and that little regard was had to die sb- 
pervispry powere of the Board of Direciora ; and that the p^ 
riodical statements of the affaira of the Bank, required by law 
or custom, were frequently falsified by order ef the Cashier- 
so that the condition of the institution was concealed from 
those whose business it was to watch over and proleei the 
interests of the stockholdcre and the community at large. 

It became evident to the Grand Jury that the late Cashier 
of the Schuylkill Bank, Mr. Hosca J. Levis, had agned,llid 
caused to be issued as genuine, forged and fraudulent cer- 
tificates for more than thirteen thousand shares of rtock ef 
the Kentucky Bank, the agency of which appeare to ha^e 
been vested in the Schuylkill Bank ; though the Grand Jury 
have not been able to ascertain the character and extent of 
the power under which Mr. I^evis acted for the Kentucky 
Bank, nor could they obtain such information from any of 
the Directon whom they have examined — all professing ig- 
noranco^few, indeed, knowing of the existence of any agen- 
cy, and othera unable to state whether Mr. Levis or the Bank 
was the agent. Mr. Levis, however, it is beKevcd, acted in 
his capacity as an officer of the Schuylkill Bank ; and be 
alone, as far as came to the knowledge of the Jury, signed 
these fraudulent certificates, and caused them to be entered 
on the prriper book by the transfer clerks, who were not, aa 
it appears, and, indeed, could not be, ignorant of the great 
extent of the over* issue, as the book before them exhibited 
the situation of the agency. 

Of the disposition which the late cashier made of the xnon- 
ey thus fraudulently obtained, Uie Grand Jury have been 
able to receive no satisfactory information. In addidon to 
the fi:audulent issue of Kentucky Bank 8tock« the Grand 
Inquest have reason to believe that Hosca J. Levis also caused 
to be issued certificates of stock of the Schuylkill Bank, be- 
yond the amount sanctioned by the charter of the institution, 
for'the purpose of raising funds. Of the extent of the frauds 
of various kinds committed by Mr. Levis in his official rela- 
tions with the Schuylkill Bank, Uie Grand Jury can form no 
correct estimate ; they have, however, expressed their opinion 
of the character of these frauds, by the dlflerent presentmenta 
which they have made against him. It is believed that the 
annals of peculadon scarcely furnish a parallel instance of 
fraud, existing for such a length of time, and carried to audi 
an enormous extent, and through so many ramificatjops of 
business. 

In examining into transacdons connected with the frmnde 
of Mr. Levis, and inquiring whether there were partkipaton 
in the transaed^ms, the attendon of the Grand Jury was called 
to a report of a committee, consisting of Messrs. E. Van* 
syckle, R. Fleming, and James LcFevre, who were appoint- 
ed on the 5th of Ndvemlier last to examine into and icpoit 
upon the state of the Bank, in which report the Bank was 
represented aa <* solvent,'* and was *' recommended to the 
confidence of the stockholders." 

It appeara evident that the committee knew nothmg of 
the fraudulent sale of the Kentucky Bank stock, nor of that 
of the Schuylkill Bank stock ; that diey could not, fay nika 
of banking insdtutions, examine private accounts, and, there- 
fore, were ignorant of the ^er-drafts diat existed to a very 
large amount, (and the book of over-drafts in general use in 
Banks had long been disused in this institudon;) and that 
they believed that a hutge sum of gold, tvrenty-five thousand 
dollars, exhibited to them as part of the sgede belonging to 
the vaults of the Bank, did mdeed appertain to the inedtu- 
don, Uioogh it appears, to die satisfacdon of die Grand Jury, 
diat die gold was brought to the Bank just before the exam- 
ination, and returned immediately afterward, by direcdoo of 
die cashier, Mr. Levis. Whatever of reprehensible' cai«- 
leasneas and palpable neglect of duty may be imputed to 
the committee in coUecdng materiak for their report, they 
cannot, iri die opinion of the Grand Jury, be charged with 
criminal intendons. Thein was the commorf error of too 
many in the insdtudon—an overweening confidence in the 
integrity of the cashier. 

The amount of peraonaliafieringsoaQeed by minDaiiige. 
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m«nty ftmoilf or neglect, within a ihoit time, has aroosed pub- 
lic Attention to tho aubjact of a preventive. 

For frand of the kind and extent chargeable to Hoaea J. 
^Lerij, the law, of courae, providaa a punishment, when the 
culprit Can be placed within the operation of its penaltiea. 
But the fadlitieB which a man entrusted with large amounts 
of funds, poaaessea in these veiy funds to escape beyond the 
rea^ of the law before his misdoings can be discovered, ren- 
der it necessary, in the opinion of the Grand Jury, that some 
new rtesponsibUity should be devolved upon thoae who vol- 
untarilv accept the directorship of moneyed institutions. 
Though in many companies the Directors keep careful watch 
over idl entrusted to their care, yet experience has proved that 
in soma institutions the Directors have been drawn away 
from the Bank to look after business of more consequence 
to themselves, and Have left the interests they had under- 
taiken to direct, to the disposal of the executive officers, whose 
incapacities may lead them into irremedial error, or whose 
evil intentions may induce them (afler obtaining power) to 
conc e al from the Directors the true state of the Bank, until 
its interests have been jeoparded, if not destroyed, in main- 
taining ruinoua private speculations. 

It appears to the Grand Juiy, that among the eirora in the 
transaction of the business of the SchuylUU Bank, is <me 
which undoubtedly tended directly to allow opportunities to 
the Cashier to prosecute his schemes of firaud---the practice 
of recording tho presence of one or two Directors as a board, 
and proceeding to the disdiaxge of important business, as if 
justified by proper numbers. 

An important resolution affiscting the rights of the stock- 
holders seems to have been adopted, when only two membra 
of the board were present 

• Another evil which operated deleteiioualy, ia the loose man- 
ner of transferring atock. Persons give proxies with the 
knowledge that stock has been tranafmed to them merely for 
iheiHirpose of influencing an election. 

The mterests of the public seem to demand some legiala- 
tion which ahall compel the attention of Directors to their 
duties. And it is most obvious that there should no longer 
exist any doubt whether the law providea adequate punish- 
ment for the executive officer who appropriatea to himself and 
waalea the funds submitted to him in solemn trust, and uaea 
the facilities of an honourable office to defraud the commu- 
nity who put trust in his integrity. 

The labours of the Grand Jury during a portion of the 
•eanon have been painfully unpleasant, and fiequent applica- 
tion haaofnecessity, been made to the Attorney General, 
George W. Barton, Eaq. for legal aaaistanoe \ and it is due to 
that gentleman to state that he has manifested a constant de- 
aire to promote Ufe objects in view by the Grand Jury, and 
to aid the Inquest by hia legal knowledge. The efficiency 
of this aid and the courteous manner in which it was ren- 
dered, aeem to demand a public acknowledgment firom the 
Grand Jury. 

JOHN' A. BROWN, Foreman. 

On behalf of the Grand Inquest for the city and county of 
Philadelphia. 

PaTEE FazTX, Cleik. 



TV the PubU§her9 of the Globe, 

WAaaisoTOS Citt, Dec 33, 1889. 

f OavTLaMiir :>-The celebrated traveller. Captain Jona- 
than Carver, laid claim to a very large body of land on the 
Upper Mississippi on the ground of a grant from the Nando- 
wiae tribe of Indiana in the year 1767, and the ratification 
of the grant by the Britidi Government This claim has 
been repeatedly reported against by the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. Notwithstanding theae reports, the claim 
haa been made the subject of speculation upon the unwary 
and i^orant 

Will you have ihe kindness to publish the accompanying 
oorrespondenoe which vnll prove that the Britiah authorities 
never ntified thia grant 

Respectfully, I*. F. LINN. 



S3 PoartAsn Pcacs, Sept 26, 1839. 
8iB : I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 23d inst and hasten to reply to it In ra- 
I lation to the information you aeek as to the Carver grant hav- 
I ingbeen confirmed by the Crown of Great Britain, I beg to 
' enclose to you copies of a correspondence between Lord Pal- 
merston and Mr. Vail, and myself, and Mr. J. A BoUcs of 
Boston, which it is presumed, will be satisfactory. 
I am, Sir, very respectfully, 
^ Your obedient servant, 

A. STEVENSON. 
The Honourable L. F. Lisx, London. 

LoHooir, Nov. 28, 1837. 
DsAn Sir : — ^I received your letter t^the 5th October, on 
the subject of the Indian grants to Jonathan Carver for lands 
on the -Mississippi. 

On referring to the files of this Legation, I find that in the 
year 1834, a similar application was made on behalf of Mr. 
McLean, of Ohio, by Mr. Vail, the Charge d'Affiures of the 
United States at this court, to the British Government, for the 
information you now desire. To this application an answer 
was received from Lord Palmerston, stating that no traco 
could be found of any ratification of these grants by hia 
Majesty's Government I enclose you an extract from Lord 
Falmerston's note, and deem anodier appUcation wholly un- 
neceasary. 

I am, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. STEVENSON. 
J. A. BeLtxs^ Esq. Boston. 

Fonxioii Omca, Febr^ary 8, 1834. 

Sf a : In answer to the note which I had the honour to re- 
ceive firom you on the 15th ultimo, requesting to be informed 
whether the grant of a tract of land aituated on the Upper 
Mississippi, stated to have been made in 1767, by the Nan- 
dowise hidians to Captaui Carver, has ever been ratified and 
confirmed by the proper authorities of Great Britain I have 
the honour to acquidnt you, that the necessary aearch haa 
been made at the State paper ofiice, but that no trace haa 
been found of any ratification of the grant in question by hia 
Majesty's Government I can, thereibre, only ezpreaa to you 
my regret that it is not in my power to aupply me informa- 
tion "adiich you require. 

I have the honour to be, with high consideration, your 
most obedient humble servant 

PALMERSTON. 

Aasoh Vail, dec. 

Treasury Deparlmeiit. 

FiBST CoMFTBOLKia'a Orpics, > 
December 30, 1839. i 
The CoUectora of the Customs are reminded of that por- 
tion of the Compromiae Act of the 2d of March 1833, pro- 
viding for the abatement of on additional tenth of the excess 
over the ad valorem duty of twenty per cent and which, in 
its operation from and after the 3 1st day of December of the 
present year, nntil the thir^-first day of December, eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, presents the foUowing scale of reduc- 
tion: — 
Articles subject to an ad valorem of 

25 to pay 23 per cent* • 
Do. do. 30 do. 26 per cent 

Do* do. 85 do. 29 per cent 

Do. do. 40 do. .32 percent 

Do. do. 45 do. 36 per cent. 

Do. do. 60 do. 38 per cent. 

J. N. BARKER^ ComptroUer. 

Salxm, N. J. Dec 17, 1839, 
Hi^h and Lo-m THtUt.—A strong N>. E. wind prevailed 
the early part of last wedc, filling our creeks and overflowing 
its banks. For the last 48 hours the very reverse has been 
the case ; a stifT north-wester haa prevented the usual flooding 
of the tide, and Salem Creek at 12 o'clock yesterday present-* 
ed an unconmionly low ebb. 
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City I.oaii, 

(corT.) 

Philadelphia, Dec. 6, 1839. 
CoroeUoa StereiiBOn* Eaq. City Treasurer. 

Dear Sir: According to pubUc notice from the city Trea- 
anrer'e office, ^ dty purpoeee to pay off certain aix per 
cent, and &ve per cent loans on the let January next, and 
it u announced that interest on them will cease on the 31st 
December, inst 

I am, as you are aware, proprietor of twenty thousand dol- 
lars of die SIX per cent. Loan referred to ; and upon looking 
at the notice, I see nothing from which it can be inferred 
that the dty intends to ofier payment otherwise than lawful 
money ; but as I believe the Treasurer is bound by ordinance 
to make his payments by checks on a Bank, and as I sup- 
pose this course is intended to be pursued in the case of the 
loans refisnred to— the known situations of the banks at this 
time, occasions a conflict between the terms of the notice, 
and the usual course of your office, which has induced me to 
write thb note. 

I have not required the city to pay this loon. No option 
bas been given to me to renew it, instead of receiving pay- 
ment I am called upon by the notice to receive payment, 
and am informed that interest will cease on the dlst Decem- 
ber — of course whether I receive it or not I shall therefore 
be ready to receive it in the manner in whidi the City has a 
light to make it But lest the usual mode of payment by 
checks shall be intended, I deem it proper to say, — and I 
request you to say in my behalf to the proper authorities-* 
•that if the ccmvemence of the City require it, I am ready to 
re4oan the amount of my Certificates for such terms as the 
Cooncib may authorize at their present rate of interest,^ 
avoiding eveiy expression howevqr that can prejudice my 
right to receive payment in lawful monc^, at the expiration 
of the ienn. I do not wish to put the City to the expense of 
puithasing specie to pay me, if they will authorize) a renewal 
of tha loan ; but if fot any cause they deem this inexpedient, 
then I beg you to take notice, that I will come prepa^ to 
demand and receive payment of my loan in lawful money, 
and that I will decline receiving as payment a check upon 
9nj Bank that has suq)ended specie payments. 
I ramainy very respectfully, 

. Your obed't serv't 
(Signed) HOR: BINNET. 

(COFT.) 

CiQT Treasurer's Office, Dec 6, 1839. 

Dear Sir :-— I received your note of yesterday, and in reply 
beg leave to say that I shall submit the same to the Finance 
Conmiittee at their next meetmg on Tuesday, the 10th 
instant, for their consideration. 

And am with great respect, 
Your obt serv't 
(Signed) C. STEVENSON, 

City Treasurer. 
Hon'ble HoBACx Bivvxt. 

PaiLADBLTBrA, Jan. 2, 1840. 
WiiiLTAV M. MsBiniTR, Esq. 

Prerideiit of the Select Council, 

Sir : — I enclose to you a copy of a letter which I addressed 
to Mr. Stevenson, the city Treasurer, on the 6th of last 
mondi, and of his reply ; and I request you to lay the same 
with this communicaton, before the Council of which you 
are President 

It becomes neoeasaiy to state, that on the 1st of the pre- 
sent month, the dty Treasurer offered to me a check on the 
Bank of the United States, as payment of a certificate of the 
City Loan referred to in my letter, and that I refused to 
receive it as payment: that I then demanded payment in 
lawful money, and that the City Treasurer replied, that he 
had no other means of. pa3rment, than the check ^ I had 
refused. He moreover stated to me, in answer to an inquiry 
on my part, that he was not aware of any agreement or 
nnderrtanding between the Bank and' the City, that checks 
drawn for payment of those Loans, were to be distinguished 



in any way from other chedu on the Bank at Ais time. I 
respectfully repeat to the Council of which you are Preadent, 
the demand I have aheady made of the City Tieasoret; 
namdy, that the City pay me the said Loan in lawful 
money. 

The distinction between a Yoluntazy accommodation to a 
derangement of the currency, and a coerced submisaon to it, 
is a very plain one. It may be drawn with ease, andmay be 
observed or disregarded wiUi equal safety, while a creditor is 
left free to prescribe the measure of his observance of it; bat 
the instant that personal freedom is in this respect abridged* 
by whatever cause— end espedally when it is abridged oy 
the influence of a great public corporation, exexdsed in a 
tone of some authority to its creditors, a submisdon to the 
encroochn^ent upon private right, is an abandonment of the 
right 

The City, by its proper officer, gave notice on the 3d 
December, 1839, that on the 1st of Januaiy, 1840, it would 
pay off certain loans — and the only pajrment oflfered at the 
day, and, as it now appears intended by the notice, has been 
a check upon a Bank which does not pay its deposits in 
specie, and which it seems is under no obligation to pay Ae 
City checks in spede, but only in what are called '* current 
notes of any of Uie Banks of the dty and county of Philadel- 
phia." The city has given no option to its creditora to 
renew these loans for any tenn or terms whatever, long or 
short It has not accepted my perFonal offer to renew my 
part of them for such terms as the Councils themsdves 
should name. The notice of payment has been peremptoiy, 
, without reference to the consent or refusal of the creditora ; 
and a podtive annundation is added to the notice, that inter- 
est on the loans will cease on the 31st December, 1839 — 
which implies that it is intended so to cease, whether the 
creditora shall receive or refuse the ofiered payment 

Taking these circumstances into condderation, and having 
most carefully deliberated upon the measure in all its 
bearings, I have refused to receive the ofiered check as 
payment. If I had received it, I should have fdt that I was 
yielding to coercion applied in direct oppodtion to the 
laws. I remain, with dncere re^ct. 

Your obedient servant, 

HORACE BINNEY. 



OFFICIAL^TRBASURY NOTEa 

Tr^atury Department,'} 
Januaiy 1, 1840. 5 

Amount of Treasury notes issued under the provisions of 
the acts of 12th of October, 1837, Slst of May, 2838, and 
2d Maidi, 1839, ^19,567,066 22 

Of this amount, there has been redeemed, 16,808^730 9S 



Leaving the amount outstanding, $2,758,3^ 30 

LEVI-WOODBURY, 
Secretary of theTraasoKy. 



Crop of Jamaica. 

The Jamaica Royd Gazette of the 2 let ult estimates the 
deficiency in crop of the Island of Jamdca at one-third the 
exports of last year. The falling off as shown by offidd re- 
turns has been on the following articles. On sugar to the 
amount of 18,135 hhds. 3,070 tierces, and 1,610 bands; on 
rum 9,826 puncheons, 166 hhds. and 396 casks; on ccrifliee, 
4,897,974 lbs. and on ginger, 1,642 casks, and 1,062 bags. 

These defidendes, it is stated, have resulted from the want 
of labour (not labouren) to take off the crops. The seasons 
have been fiivourable and productions abundant 



The amount of rain which fdl during the past month, 
indicated by the rsin guage kept at the Pennsylvania Hospi^ 
tal, was 6 in. and 23-100; in thisisinduded the melted snow. 
The amount which fdl during the year was 43 in. 7-10. 
This is greater than the average annud amount for the last 
^rty yeara by six inches. — J^orth ^tner. 
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Stateineiit mbniitted bf Or. JTandon to 
ttae Creauon of tbe U. 8. Bank. 



Ml 



Gentlemen— Herewith I hand jou a copy of a condensed 
statement, which I haTe received from the Bank of the U. 
States, of its assets and liabilities on the 4th olt 

^ A special committee, consisting of five members of the 
Board of Diredors, was appointed on the 12tb of November, 
to examine, into the situation of the Bank. On the 16th 
M'ovember, (the daj before the sailing of the Great Western 
ateamer,) they made a report that the limited time allowed 
them precluded an investigation of all the items of the ac- 
oounti and that thej therefore directed their attention to the 
least per^jicnoos items — yui die bills discounted on other 
than personal security (A,) 

amounting to ^13,568,948 98 

Tha stock accounts (B,) amounting to 13,422,074 34 

And the balance due by State banks^ (C,) 4,6 19.947 74 

^ The committee estimated the probable loss on these items 
mB follows : A, 475,077 62 

B» including |875,000 subscribed under 

the charter, the loss on which forms a 

part of the bonus paid to the state, 
G considered good. 

** The other items had, however, been investigated by the 
' eommittee on the state of the bank/ a standing coounittee of 
fm directors, who estimated the probable loos on the re- 
mainder of the bills discounted to be Mess than $100,000,' 
aifi upon the real estate and banking houses $300,000. All 
the remaining assets were considered good. 

" The following is given as the result ; 
A vurplus as shown by the statement, 4,869,009 67 

Probable gain on the circulation of the 

late bank, estimated at $600,000 in 

the Rmort of the Commissioners of 

the United States, 
Xateiest accrued on debts considered good, 

but not yet charged on the bodu. 



3,833,631 10 



300,000 00 



510,603 39 







6,679,613 06 


Deduct Ittssas eslima 


ted 




A, 


476,077 6B 




B,  


3333,631 10 




BiDa diaoountnd. 


1,000,000 00 




Bcal Estate, dEo» 


300,000 00 






* 


4,608,608 73 



Probable surplus beyond the capital of 

85,000,000 doUars 1,071,004 34 

** It should he recollected that the bonus 2,500,000 doUats; 
paid in cash for the charter, has already been charged to the 
surplus fund, and that if this had been distributed in annual 
payments over the whole period of the charter, as was done 
bf the late Bank of the United Stales^ this fund would stand 
^000,000 dollars hi^er than it now does. 

** It may be important to the shareholders to know, that it 
ia&e pnctioa of the bank to send all its monthly statements 
to the Government at the end of the year, in time to be laid 
before the legislature, and that practice has never been ob- 
jected toby ^e state authorities. I am very respectfully, 
your obedimt, humble servant, <* S. JAUBON, 

" Agent of the Bank of the United States." 
London, Dec 7. — ^The shares of the United States Bank 
were done to-day to some extent at £ 1 6 lOs. This is better 
by lOe. per share than they were previously quoted at 

Bark oi tbb UaiTsn 8tate%> 
January 6, 1840. 5 

A general meedng of the Stockholders of the Bank of the 
United SUtes was held this day at ten o'clock, A. M., agree- 
ably to charter and pursuant to public notice. 

Alexander Henry Esq. was called to the diair, and T. 
Learning Smith appointed Secretary. 

The President presented a report from the Dividend Com- 
nntte, which had been made to and adopted by the Boaid of 
Directors, as to the condition of the Bank, which was read 
by &e Secretary. 



The committee appointed on the 31st ultimo to inqmre 
whether any, and, if any, what dividend for the last six 
moi&a should be declared out of the profits of the Buk of 
the United States, 

BBPORT. 

That from the statement herewith submitted marked A, it 
will appear that the amount of profita arimng from discounts, 
exchange, interest, and other sources, during the past six 
months, is one million one hundred and twenty-one thousand 
nine hundred and three doUars and seventy-nine cents, 

$1,121,903 79 

Deducting from thia sum 
the current expenses oi 
the Bank and its offi- 
cers and agencies, for' 
the same period $190,361 89 

And interest on bond to 

the United States, 134,094 76 

334,366 66 



The nett profits will amount to 

To this sum must be added the ba- 
lance remaining to the credit of 
profit and loss, as reported by the 
last Dividend Committee, amount- 
ing to 

And also the following sum of two 
millions six hundred thousand dol- 
lars, being the balance of the bonus 
for the charter for the unexpired 
term of tv7enty-eix years, hereto- 
fore charged to profit and loss, and 
now, by order of the Board, restore 
ed to that account, to be rateably 
distributed throughout the remain- 
ing term of the charter, 

Amounting together to 

From which is to be deducted the 
sum of one millioQ one hundred 
and thirty-nine thousand nine hun- 
dred and ten doUars and seventy- 
lour cents, being losses, and ex- 
penses oif interest, and exchange, 
and specie, in Europe and in the 
United States, 

Which leaves the sum of 



$797,547 14 



3,021,289 33 



3,600,000 00 
$6,416,836 46 



1,139,910 74 
$5,378,925 73 



Five milliods two hundred and serenty-ein^t Aousand 
nine hundred and twenty-five doUara and seventy-two centa 
being the aggregate of nett profita. 

' The Committee fiirther report, that the statement herewith 
submitted maiked B, exhibtto'the last returns of suspended 
debt and real estate, with an estimate of the probable loss, and 
an account of the infeiest due on tha same. 

The statement C ptesents a comparative view of these ser- 
eral subjects, and the statement marked D preaenta the state 
of the Contingent Fund to meet the losses of the Bank. 
From these eeveral statementa it will 
appear thai the amount of the Con- 
tingent Fund to meet losses is six 
miUions of dellan. 
To which may be added the interest 
on that part of the Suspended Debt 
estimateci good amounting to six 
hundred and twenty-eight thou- 
sand seven hundred and thirty-five 
dollars and seventy-eight cents. 



$6,000,000 00 



The estimated probable loss on Sua- 
pended Debt and Real Estate ia 

Leaving 



628,736 78 
6,628,735 78 

6,392,651 32 
$336,084 66 



.y^ 



V 



so 
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Two hundred and thirty-ctx thoaaand and etghty^fbiir dol- 
lan and fi%-«x eents more ihan dw eatimated piobablekMa. 
Theattml&on of the CommittMhaa 

been called to the great reduction 

in the KahtKliwi of the Bank in-the 

item of PoiA Notn, which on the 
' 30th of October last amounted to 
Wlulflt at the preaont time the amount 

*riitittni ^*ng ia Icai than 



$9,305,884 00 



From the foregoing atatementa exhi- 
a auipltta of 



6,00J,00O 00 



$5,378,926 71 



The Committee are of opinion that a dividend could now 
be declared by the Bank* and atrong inducements to suggest 
that coune would preas themaelves on the Conmiittee, if they 
oonflidered only their wishes to meet the veiy natural expec- 
tations of the Stockhotders of the institution, who have look- 
ed with great confidence to a regular distribution of the profits 
9t the accnatomed periods. But, upon mature considention 
of the subject, they are induced to bcUere that the permanent 
interests cdT the institutioii and ultimate benefits of the stock- 
holders theroaelTes will be promoted by withholding a dlTi- j 
dead for the present. The actual condition of the Banks of i 
this State, and respect for the Legislature, now on the eve of 
aasembling, furnish additional motives to this course, and ad- 1 
moniah the Board to direct all its means, and its most stren- . 
uous efibits to replace the Bank in a poaition of increased | 
strength at the earliest possible period. i 

The Comnnttee, therefore, ofier the following resolution : t 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient at this time^ to declare a 
dividend out of the profits of this Bank. 

An of which is respectfully submitted. 

M. NEWKIRK, 
Chainnan of the Dividend Committee. 

On motioii, the said report was approved, and the meeting 
•dioanied. 

The fottowing notice, we are informed, has been posted 
lathe deposit book of the Farmea* and Mechaniea' tfank. 

FAmxiaa* ahd MiCRAWica' Ba«k,7 
Phlhidel|4iia, Dec. 37, 1839. 5 

JV^<ice.— Every note, draft or other obligadon, is diseoont- 
ed oc collected, and every deposit (other than thoae made 
in coin) ia received on the following condition, viz : 



From the Huriaburg BapQilNr. 

Flnaneet of Penntylranla. 

The annexed taUea show, in a condensed 
and expenditures of Pennsylvania, for the year ftom Novob- 
ber 1, 1838, to October 31, 1839. 

Recei^ at the State Treasniy, rrommiaifipg on the first diy 
of November, 1888, and ending on the thirty-first day of 
October, 1839, 

Land and land ofitoe feea, • 

Auction eomnoasions, • • 

Auction duties, • • • . • 

Dividends on bank stock, • • 

Dividends on turnpike stock. 

Dividends on bridge and naytgntion. 

Tax on bank dividends, 

Tavern licenaes, 

Retailers licenses, - • • 

Hawkers' and pedlar^ licenses, « 

Tin and clock pedlars* licenses^ 

Collateral inheritance tax. 

Pamphlet laws, . • • 

Colonial record^ ... 

Increase of county rates and levies^ - 

Tax on peraonal property, 

Canal and railroad tolla, 

Premiums on bank charters^ 

Loans, - ... 

Premiums on loans, • • . 

Tax on writa, dec - - • 

Tax on certain offices^ • • • 

Militia and exempt finest • 

Escheats, . • • • 

Tax on Loan companiea, - 

Feea of the aecretary of the commonwealth*! 

ofiice, - • • • 

Fees of the auditor genenTs office, 
Dickinson college lands. 



- #46,594 96 


ir,169 74 


• 84,668 87 


106/)r9 50 


5,968 SO 


86,749 60 


. 133,440 78 


40,027 77 


. 68,302 97 


3,935 15 


870 50 


36,906 78 


270 85 


1,810 55 


9,310 36 


8,993 93 


- 1,076,046 47 


108,875 03 


• 6,309750 00 


3,087 50 


- 86,663 56, 


8,883 90 


833 16 


3,020 94 


3,240 00 


730 73 


66 56 


476 89 


14^9 11 



Balance in iheTreasoiy, 1st Ifov. 1838, 



#8,309,301 55 
99;;59 SO 

#8,808»660 86 



The crediu hereby created ahall be payable in the notes Payments at the State Treaiwy, during the same period. 



of such other banks of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
as were current at the time when such discount, collection, 
or deposit was made. 

From the London Times of Nov. 15. 
WAGES AT THE ENGLISH IRON WORKS. 

Hie following is an extract from a letter fiiom Mr. Hom- 
finay, who employs 5,000 men in the Tredegar Iron Works : 

Bbdwbltt Houss, Nov. 12. 

Sib :— I received a letter from Mr. Phillips, One late May- 
or, asking me to inform the reporter of the Times newspaper, 
the aversge rate of wages which the men earn in thb distnct, 
and I send it to you, begging that you vrill give him the in- 
formation. 

''Miners and coUiers, 23s. to 24s. per week, #5 76. 

^ Fumacemen, 85s. per week, #8 40. 

" Padlera and heaters, 35s. per week, $8 40. 

- Rollers, 50 to 60s. per week, #14 40. 

" Fittera up, amatha and pattern maken^ 85a. par week, 

#6 00. 

<< Carpenters, 21s. per week, #5 04. 

« Moulders, 24s, per week, #5 76. 

•'Maaons, 308. per week, #4 80. 

''Labourers, of which there are iem employed, 3s. to 3s. 

4d. per day, 56c" , . ^ u.* 

" Our men were at work, that ia, those who are here; iNit 

% great many are missing." r ^ 

The letter was addreased to (he deric of the magistrates, 
«iid wai directed to be road publicly. 



Commiarionen of the tntental improvement 



fund, 

Expensea of gowmment, • 
Turnpike^ ... 

State roads, - - - 

Bridges, - - . - 

Railroad, canal companies, dbc, 
Militia expenses, -* - • 

Pensions and gratuities, 
Education, ... 

I^ioans, - . - 

Interest on loans^ ... 
Eastern penitentiary, • 
Western penitentiary. 
Conveying convicts, • 
Conveying fugitives. 
Convention to amend the constitution. 
Geological survey, 

State library, - - • , 

Colonial records, • • . 

Premiums on silk. 
House of Refbge, • • • 

Escheats, ... 
State buildings, • • , 

BCiscellaneoua, . • . 



Balance in the Tretsuiy 1st Nov. 1889, 



#3,363,939 02 
413,751 63 
38,618 00 
19,550 00 
66,301 80 
323,384 25^ 
35,981 17 
53,588 74 
885,263 14 
2,204,750 08 
143,371 03 
18,376 76 
12,449 78 
688 90 
1,513 93 
49,661 31 
15,991 97 
2,361 00 
3,657 91 
568 44 
5,000 00 
316 45 
6,421 53 
38,103 68 

#6,971,490 31 
1,337,170 64 



#8,308,660 85 



^n--. 



 rf !.■■ ji^H^IK 



n^v^^ 



IMO.] 



ARRIVALS AT KBW YORK IN 1830. 



81 



Anrlvato at Hew TerlL in tS89. 

PROM rORBIGN PORTS. 

Fzom lit Jan. 1839 to lat Jan. 1840. 

StMUMn - - - - 31 

Ships 



BaiqUM- 
Brigs 
QaliiDii . 
Sehoonen 



Of which there 
Americuk 
Eogliah - 
French 



Biemen 

Hamburg 

Daniah 

Colombian 

Sicilian 

Dutch • 

Spanish 

Austrian 

Pruaaian 

Ruaaian • 

Poitugueae 

Norwegian 

Belgian 

Haytien* 

Bnoilian 

Neapolitan 

Tuscan 

Hanoverian 

Sardinian 

Texian - 



Total 



In 1880 
In 1831 
In 1882 
In 1833 
In 1834 
In 1836 
In 183d 
In 1837 
In 1838 
In 1839 



NUMBER OF 



ARRIVALa 



553 

364 

916 

5 

411 

3169 

1,569 

337 

50 

48 

43 

21 

17 

11 

It 

9 

7 

6 

6 

6 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



1610 

1634 
1808 
1936 
1932 
2043 
3293 
3071 
1790 
2159 



ARRIVALS OF BRITISH VESSELS. 
(Included in the above.) 



In 1830- 
Inl831 
In 1833 • 
In 1833 
In 1834 • 
In 1835 
In 1836- 
In 1637« 
In 1838 . 
In 1839 



93 
378 
369 
871 
3C3 
387 
367 
341 
330 
337 



PaMeMferi at New fork. 



In 1830 


• • • 


- 30,334 


In 1831 - 




31779 


In 1833 


• 


. 48,689 


In 1833 • 




41,763 


In 1834 


• . • 


- 48,110 


In 1836 - 




36,303 


In 1836 


• • • 


- 60,541 


In 1837 . 




61,975 


In 1838 


• • • 


- 36,681 


In 1839 . 


[M r. ^ppimg 


48,163 
and Com. LU$, 



From the Cincinnati Daily Chronicle. 

Pnbllc Oebi aad Finance* of Otiiaw 

By Iho politencsa of Mr. HenJenon, one of our Repre- 
sentatives, we have received a copy of the Annual Report of 
the Auditor of State, hi relation to &e oondilion of the 
finances, made December 9th, 1839. 

The Auditor's Report is naked in respect to any other 
matter than the mere statement of the liabUities of the state, 
when and to whom incurred. Even this, however, b vahk- 
able matter. 

The actual public debt of Ohio, tncurred to others than it- 
self, is nine millions of dollars, in round irambers. There is 
a domestic debt, which consists simply in the transfer of funds 
from one account to another. There is also a considerable 
amount of subscriptions to public works unpaid. The actoal 
debt was incurred and is payable in the manner foHowingy vis : 

1825 at 5 per cent - - - ^400,000 

1826 at 6 per cent - - 1,000,000 

1827 «... 1,200,000 

1828 ** - * - 1,200,000 
1880 " . - - 600,000 
1833 " - - 100,000 

1836 « - - - 20,000 

1837 ** - - 700,000 

1838 «... 2,010,000 

1839 " . - 1,820,873 



$9,050,873 



Of this amount $4,500,000 is rodeemiible in 1850; $4,- 
505,000 in 1856; $476,000 in 1860; and the rest at the 
pleasure of the state after 1856. 



^ Big' Gun. — ^The experimental proofs of the ten inch 
(howitier) Columbiad, cast by the South Boston iron Com- 
pany which have been going on for some days past at Sooth 
ooiion Point under the direction of Gohnwl George Bom- 
ford, chief of the Ordnance Department, assisted by Captain 
Maynadier, were yesterday carried to the extreme by Anting 
the gun. The results of the experiments show an inereasad 
range of projectiles at all angles much exceeding those of the 
largest sea coast mortars, or other ordnance, whilst at the same 
time, a g^reater accuracy of fire is obtained. 

On examination of ihe pieces after bursting the gnn, the 
iron*was discovered to be softer than that osoally found in 
iron caimon, owing to its being nm in so large a mass. These 
experiments fully prove the great superiority of this descrip- 
tion of ordnance, and entire confidence in perfecting it in every 
respect in future trials ui produced.— ifs«/en P99f, 



Afwther Pitteer Gon^.— Death has taken to a better land 
another of our earliest pioneers. In recording the decease of 
the venerable Colonel Bartle, we regret to say that he died in 
the HospitaL He came at so early a period, that the firrt 
roof dignified with slungles, was covered by him. He afler- 
wards became the leading merchant at Cinciniuiti, but as the^ 
population gathered around him, and the manners of the peo- 
ple changed, he wandered off. After various vicissitudesy he 
returned to die upon the scenes of his first adventures. It is 
fit that respect should be paid to his obsequies. In life he 
waa honourable, and if his death was lonely, it was because 
he had returned after a long absence, to a people who could 
^lot be said so much to have forgotten him, as never to have 
+ known him.T^Cifictnna/i' Oaxeite, 



A Paris ioumal gives the fdUowing table of losses by ship- 
wreck on the coast of France between Cherbourg and Dun- 
kirk, for fourteen years. The length of the coast is about 
260 miles and embraces the port of Havre. 

French vessels 391; English 76; Swedish Norwegian 
30 ; Dutch 12 ; American 8 ; Prussian 8 ; Danish 7 ; Rus- 
sian 4 ; Hanoverian 4 ; Hamburgh 30 ; Belgium 3 ; Sidly 3 ; 
Dubec 3 ; Finland 13— Total 489, belonging to foortMii na- 
tions«— nAVlA ^mmcan. 



MKCBLLANSOUS, 



[iAVVASYa 



1 

2 
3 
4 
6 



The foHomag gta t itiicil inlbnnation wis commiuucated 
to the I^cgiahtuie of Teaaevee by the Stele Bank of Ten- 



77,478 

78,101 

94,346 

106,788 

117304,047 

125,003,533 

113,3ii2 

137,519 

21 

7,619,527 

2,777,730 

1 1,837,346 

3,047,641 

1,170,666 

3,000,000 

1,500,000 



Aggregate — Sercn^-two oountiei. 

White polk 1837 

White polb 1839 - • 

Qualified Toten 1837 ... 

Qualified votera 1839 

Taxable prapertjr 1836 ... 

6 Taxable property 1838 

7 Stote tax 1837 .... 

8 State tax 1839 ... 

9 Number of banks ... 

10 *Bank capital ... 

1 1 Stale Baxdc dtsoounta ... 

12 Total bank diacoontB 

13 Internal Imp. Suba. ... 

14 Internal Imp. Bonds iasued - 

15 Bank Bonds authoriied ... 

16 Bank Bonds sold . . • 



* FkNiting capital $300,000 Bank of Tennessee bcToded. 



MU9i9nppi.^-Thid New Orieans Tme American contains 
the foliowing statement of the condition of thmga in Mis- 
■onppi. 

We subjoin the foUowing extract from an Agricultural 
Report lately published in BCissiaBippL It proved clearly 
enough the condition of our sister state. 

The following calcul^ions are made by a gentleman who 
■eems to have devoted a good deal of attention to the sub- 
ject, and whoae statistics, I have no doubt, will be found 
somewhat under the maik, though sufficient for all reasona- 
ble induction. The calculation k baaed on an average of 
five yeara. The debt aide stands thus : 

l^dOjOOO yards of bagging, for 300,000 bales 

(6 yards per bale) at 25 cents per yard is $450,000 

3,400,000 Iba. rope, at 12^ per lb. (8 lbs. per 

bale) 300,000 

30,0001bs.twinefordo.,llb.foreveiyl0bale8,is 9,000 



There were, in 1836, 164,398 slaves in this 
stete ; the expense of feeding and clothing 
each, is estimated at $40 per year, 

TiftBieiiien^ in 1836, 1,048,630 acres of land 
in cultivation in the state — cost of fenning 
atensik of all kind— 12 per acre is not 
looked upon as too high an estimate. 

Considered necessary expenses, 

There was in 1836, 41,?33 white male inhabit- 
ants in the state over 18 years of age — 
charge them with expending 12 j cents per 
day in cigars and liquor, Ac^ 

The whole white population of the stete, male 
and female, amouuted in 1836, to 144,351 
— charge them to average, in excess of 
dress, and other needless expenses, f 25 per 
annum. 

Useless and unnecessaxy expenses, 
Neoessaiy expenses, 



$759,000 



$6,675,920 



2,097,060 
$9,431,980 



1,881,484 



3.608,770 

$5,490,254 
9,431,980 



To which add interest paid to commifloon mer- 
chante in New Orleans, and the chartered 
bank account of the stete of 3 per cent per 
annum, it would make about 



$14,922,234 



3,200,000 



$18,122,234 

Thus making the indebtedness of the state over seventeen 
millions of dollars. The credit side of the balanoe sheet is 
made up of a single item, 300,000 bales of cotton, valued at 
$50 per bale, amounte to fifteen miflkms of doDais, leaving 



the balmce agaiast as of over two atllioB^-^Tlias^ instead 
of making money, we have been going in debt aniiiiaUy« at 
the rate of some two millions of doUan. In the estimate of 
expenses, no account u taken of the annual outlay for hoesos 
and mules, and also flour, which hove been besetofeie ooo* 
sidered necessary disbursements. Nor have I taken into ae* 
count the onerous per cent which we pay for eveiy articlo 
purchased, in consequence of the depredated slate of our 
currency. If ihe whole amount were brought into open view, 
the sight would be too appaling to look upon widi tzanqnSUty. 
The question arises how is this very untoward state of things 
to be remedied ? I answer emphatically, by retrenchment in 
our expenditures, and by raising and mannfectuing those 
articles of prime-neceasity at home, for which we have been 
hitherto dependent on other countries— then,- and not nntil 
then, will the exchange be turned in our fevour. 



Commerce off the UniC«^d States. 

Appended to the Tieasuiy Report, as communicated to 
Congress, is the following stetement, exhibiting the valoe of 
imports and exporte of Sie United States, in ax soocesstve 
yeari^ ending 30th September last The amount of impeite 
during the past year has surprised every one; being giealer 
than in any former year except the ^leat ^peculation year, 
1836. On the other hand, the amount of exporte has been 
greater than in any former yeari except 1835 and 1836. 

VALUE OF IMPORTS. 
Tear ending 30th of September. 



Free of 
duty. 



1834 
1635 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1830 



$68,393,180 
77,940,490 
92,056,481 
69,250,031 
60,860,005 
72,040,719 



Paying duty 
ad valorem. 



Paying spe- 
cific duties. 



$35,608,208 
45,817,740 
59,343,380 
87,716,374 
27,090,480 
42,563,739 



$22,619;944]$126 
26,137,509 
38,580,160 
84,022,812 
25,-766,919 
43,60&,100 



TotaL 



,521,332 
149,895,748 
189,980,035 
140,060,217 
113,717,404 
157,609,560 



VALUE OF EXPORTS. 
Year ending 30th of September. 



Domestic 
produce. 



J'oreign 
mdze. 



1834 $81,024,162 $23,312,811 
1835;i01,189,082l 20,504,495 



1836 106,916,080 

1837 95,664,414 

1838 96,033,821 
1839.100,951,004 



21,746,360 
21,854,962 
12,452,796 
17,408,000 



Total. 



$104,336,013 
121,693,577 
128^,663,040 
117,419,386 
108;496,616 
118,369,004 



Valoe of 
tmpofta. 



$126,521,332 
149,895,742 
189,980,035 
140,980,217 
113,717,404 
157,609,560 



The Index to the first volume will aocdlB|Mmy the next 
number of the Register ;. complete cojhcs of the first volume 
can be inmished to persons wishing to subscribe by addrcaa- 
ing a note to the Editor, at Na ^9 Dock street, Philadelphia. 



CO' The UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL AND 
STATISTICAL REGISTER, i8i>ublished every Wednea- 
day, at No. 79 Dock street * The price to subscriben is 
Five Dollars per annum; payable on thelstof Jaimaiy of 
each year. No subm^ption leoenned for less than a year<— 
Subscriben out oTthe principal cities to pay in advance. 

PRINTED BY WILLL\M F, GEDDE8, 

j\ro. 112 cmss^ruT stj^eet^ 

Where Subactxjptiona will be teoeivad. 
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mESSAOE 

FROM GOVERNOR PORTER* 

^o both ffoutet of the Legitiature qf Penrutffvaniat 
At the coaunencenent of the Session, January, 1840. 

^IN> the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the Commonwealth of Pen2i9>-lvaoia : 

FcLiow CiTizxss : — 

It appears to me an appropriate occasion in transmitting 
to the Legislature my firt»t annual message, to contemplate 
for a few moments, the peculiar change in the circumstances, 
that attend its present meeting, from those which attended 
the meeting of the last l^islature. The members of the 
present Legislature ca|iJMR|ether in a spirit of peace and 
anaity, to perform the ▼ariowlmportaniduties confided to them 
by the people. Jarring and discordant interests will not, I trust, 
distract their councils, nor ^'cont^ted elections,*' io\e of office, 
or reluctance 1o yield submission to the will of the majority, 
disturb their harmonious action, and shake for a tSme the 
confidence of our sifter states, and of the world, in the in- 
tegrity and stability uf our republican government itnelf. 

"Fhe scenes witnessed at Harrisburg on the 4th day of 
December, 1838, and for several ensuuig weeks, are too 
memoFable to be soon fbrg^otten. Daring that unfortunate 
period, for the first time in the history of thUicomnwn wealth, 
was it deemed necessary, by those entrusted with the func- 
tions of government, to appeal to military force, to protect 
the dvil authorities in the diticharge of their own duties, 
against the alle^ interposition of a portion of the citizens 
of this commonwealth, who were present at the seat of go- 
vernment, as was their privilege, to witness the ceremonies 
of organizing the legislature. Whatever disordeily occur- 
rences took place in the house of representatives and in the 
senate, on the day already named, are to be deeply regretted, 
bat still mora is it to be regrctt»l, that these occurrences found 
the least cause to create, or palliation to excuse them in the 
conduct of men, whose stations, whose duty, and whose 
oaths all conspired to restrain them from flagrant and wanton 
yiolations of the law and the constitution. It is a melan- 
choly symptom of insubordination, and hostility to the re- 
straints of social order, when even private citizens openly set 
at naught die laws of the bnd : it is conclusive proof of a 
spirit worse, hx worse in its tendency, when officers solemnly 
sworn to obey and execute the laws, trample them contempt- 
uously under foot. In doing so, they seem to forget that not 
only public officers, but even laws and cunstitutions of go- 
▼emment, exert theh* authority over a free people, only by 
▼ixtue of public opinion. Withdraw from them this potent 
support, and th^ fall alike powerless and unheeded. 

l*he public officer will possess the confidence and enjoy 
the respect of the people, so long as his conduct is conform- 
able to their wishes, their wants and the lav^ ; but he will 
possess the one and enjoy the other no longer. The law or 
the constitution will remain in force, while it is believed to 
be capable of promoting the public happiness and public 
good. The moment either ceases to be productive uf this 
lasalt, it is subjected to the wholesome remedy of repeal or 
modification. The laws of nature and the recognised prin- 
eiples of our own free government, point out the justice and 
tlMB duty of this course. 

These elementary principles should be ever present to the 
mind of those who are invested with authority. They would 

Vol. Ih—b 



enforce the lesson inculcated by all experience, that no officer 
of the people can depart from his duty, and continue to com- 
mand their Ecspect and their support. They would admonish 
public functionaries, that those who forget them, those who 
determine to resist the popular will, and treat slections as if 
they had not taken place, must expect on the part of the peo- 
ple, the keenest disapprobation, the deepest popular commo- 
tion, and it may be, the most fearless and patriotie defiance 
of their menaces and their power ; against which even legii^ 
lative enactments are vain, and the bayonets of any other 
soldieiy than those of a standing army pointless, impotent, and 
unavoiting. In such emergencies they would learn that they 
could put no reliance on the aid of** dtizca soldiers'* for they 
will participate in the feelings and the wrongs of their fellow' 
citizens, and refuse obedience to those who wotiild command 
them, if they consider such obedience intended to insult ihMS 
feelings, or aggravate those wrongs. 

Our own recent experience afibrds abundant confirmation 
of these general truths. We can proudly refer to the history 
of Pennsylvania for proof, undoubted proof, that our repub- 
lican institutions aco reared on a fuundati(m not only pema« 
nent but impregnable. We have seen them assailed, at 
times, by botli corruption and force, by adversity and pros- 
perity, by foreign war and domestic discord ; by the inde- 
pendent energies of the people and tlie audacity of those they 
had entrusted with power ; they have witlistood all these tri- 
als, they tiave not been shaken, but around tliem have clung 
with a broader and firmer grasp, every feeling of afieelion and 
every principle of liberty that can animate the breasts of an 
Ame:ican people. 

But a year nas elapsed since the patriot was trembling for 
the fate of this commonwealth, agitated as it seemed, to the 
very verge of a civil war between the people and their rulers. 
The danger is pa:st — tranquillity b restored — this legislature 
assembles as those did, composed of the fitthers of the repub- 
lic, under auspicious omens : scarce a trace of oonvuliBion 
remains, except in the stem and awful lesson it has taught 
to all public functionaries, a lesson they will not in future 
dare to deride, that when a majority of the people has passed 
judgment on any men or any measures it is worse titian folly 
and desperation to treat that judgment as if it had not been 
pronounced. 

We are indebted to a gracious Providence for a season of 
general health, of abundant harvests, and for as great a mea- 
sure of prosperity and blessings, as in his inscrutable wis- 
dom, ho usually bestows on the nations of the earth. Peace 
with foreign nations, security to our wide and extended com- 
merce, and respect to our flag, in all seas, characterize our 
national relations, and demonstrate that their guardianship is 
reposed in £uthful hands. 

State Debts. 

In performing the duty enjoined on me by the Constitu- 
tion, of giving to the legislature information of the state of tho 
Commsnwcalth, and recommending to their consideration 
such measures as I may judge expedient, I must, in the first 
place, invite your attention to our fhiancial condition, as tha 
subject of first importance to the people. A full expositioa 
of tlie debt due by the State to the holders of the certificates 
of the various loans authorized by law, will appear in the fol- 
lowing tabular statement, showing the amount of the several 
loans — when authorized — ^when due— for what purpssss aiad^ 
I — and the annual interest thereon. - 
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OOVBRPrOR PORTGR'H MC88AGC. 



[JAMVABtt 



«.r Statcmcttt. 

STATE LOANS. 



mYatu re of J), . te of acta 



unt/iorizin^. 



Stock Loan 2i1 April 1821 

do do 3> Mar. ISSl 

do do 3 J Mar. 18^4 

do do llApr.11825 

do do 1 April 1826 

do do 9Aprili82r 

do do 2t Mar. IS'ZQ 

do do 18 Dec. 1823 

do do 22 April 1829 

do do 7 Dec. 1829 
do do 4 Jan. 183L 

13 Mar. 1830 
121 Mar. 1831 
3) Mar. 1831 
30 Mar. 1812 
5 Aprin832 
16 Feb. 1833 

27 Mar. 1833 
5 Aprai834 

13 April 1835 

28 Mar. 1831 ^ 
9 April 18335 



IV/mt reim- 
btirsudfe* 

1 June 1841 
1 Jan. 1839* 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Loan for 
Eastern 
Pen'tiary 

^^.clUlp.''^} '0ApriU863 

Tempor'y "^ ^ 

loan for {Res. 16 

E.&NBfJune 1835 • 

Ex. J 

Temp>^12Sec.actjggQ> 
loan ^ \i April > 

do 3 Sec (to do * 

Stock Loan 26 Janf 1839 1 July 1859 
do do 9 Feb. 1839 1 July 1864 
do do 16 Mar. 1839 1 July 1864 
do do R 27 Mar. 1839 . 1 July 1868 
do do A 7 June 1839 1 July 1859 
do do 27 June 1839 IJuiy 1864 

Tcmp'y i 27 j^^^g jggg J ^j^j. ^g^g 
loan S 

Stock Loan 19 July 1839 1 July 1868 



.Amount, 

59.'»0,0(JO 00 
i?2 *,000 00 
380,000 00 
150,! 00 00 
300,000 00 

1,000,000 CO 

2,000,000 CO 
800,000 00 

2,200,000 00 
90,000 OJ 
62,500 00 
60,000 00 

4,f 00.000 00 

2,483,161 88 
3/0,0 00 

2,348,680 00 
300,000 00 

2,540.661 44 
530,000 00 

2,:65,400 00 
959,600 00 



28 Mar. 1861 120,000 00 




Due Untied Ststos on aoooont of sor- 
plul» revenue 



200,000 CO 



200,000 00 

600,000 00 

200,000 00 

1,200,000 00 

1,280,000 00 

100,000 00 

47'',0.J0 00 

50,000 00 

1,150,000 00 

220,000 00 

2,054,000 00 



By the loans authorized since the 15th 
January, 1839, provision has been 
maile for the pnyment of prior loans 
falling due before the meeting of the 
legislature in 1840, marked thus * in 
the above table and amounting to 

Whole amount of ^H\e Loans bearing 
interest at 5 per cent, per annum, ex* 
cept $200,0w0 \vhich bears 4^ per 
cent. 

The Folloiivlnff State Debts 4o not 
"brar Interest t 

There was due on the 

15th January, 1339, 

by appropriations to 

internal improvement 

purposes— miscellane- 

oas objects, dtc. (see 

State Treasurer's re- 
port Journal H. R. 

1839-9, vol 2, page 

1 1, the sum of $^,076,736 E7 

There has been paid on 

this account by loans 

authorized at the last 

session 
Out of funds of treasury 



$31,754,003 32 



1^40,000 00 



29,914,003 32 



Aggregate amount of State debt 

AY>8tract of the approprliftlon 
the loans niilhorlzccl since 
lath Jnnnurj, 1830* v 

To pay interest on the 
public debt 

To pay temporary and 
stock loans 

To pay debts due on ap- 
propriations previous- 
ly made to various in- 
ternal improvements 

To pay repairs of the 
Huntingdon breach 

To pay repairs of the 
canal and railways 

To pay for avoiding Co- 
lombia inclined plane 

To pay old debts 

To pay damages, new 
work on old lines, ca- 
nal commiBBioners, 
dtc. 

To pay for locoraotiv^ 
ropes, ^. for rail- 
ways 

To pay on account re- 
servoirs. Portage rail- 
way 



3,867,514 78 
$34,141^63 80 



of 
the 



^22,250 00 
1,840,000 00 

467,760 00 

380,000 00 

705,000 00 

69.000 00 
145,000 00 

105^00 00^ 

100,000 00 

70,000 00 



4,694,000 CO 



ToMrarcIs Contpletlns Fnhlle Works 
Coininrneed in 1836. 

North Branch extension $630,000 OO 
Erie Extension 8. 0,000 00 

Sinnemahoning extension 30,000 00 
Wiconisco canal, li 0,000 00 



Tovrnrds the following Improve- 
ments. 

Survev railroad Harrisbuig to 

Pitfsburg. 3J,0G0 00 

Stock in Franklin railroad 100,000 00 

Stock in Pennsylvania and 

Ohio canal 50,000 00 



1,650,000 00 



180,000 00 
Whole amount of loans authorized at the last 
session $6,524,000 00 



457.750 00 
258,891 17 



Ijeaving the sum of 



1,360,145 70 



It thus appears that the state debt amounts to the vast 
sum of $34,141,663 80— of which the sum of $29,9 14,003 
32, beiner due upon state loans bears an annual interest of 
$1,494,700 16. 

This aggregate state debt (with the exception of $180,000, 
appropriated at tlie last session of the legislature to the sur- 
vey of a rtilway from Harrisborg to Pittsburg — ^to stock in 
t!ie Franklin railroad, and to stodL in the Pennsylvania and 
Ohio canal as above stated,) was contracted prior to the 
15th January, 1839, the day of my inauguration. It is 
true that the sum of $6,524,000 was authorized to be bor- 
rowed since that period — but the whole of this laige amount, 
(with the above exception) was appropriated to the pay- 
ment of debts and liabilities doe and falling due in the year 
1639, for the pa) meet of whidi no provision bad been 
made when I entered upon the duties of my ofike. 

It is evident from tills simple statement of the public 
debt, that whatever may be its amount, or whatever the 
inconvenience we suffer from it, none of the responsibiliQr 
resti upon me. All the additions that have been made to 
it, since I came into office, have been either to pay debta 
already due, or to prosecute contracti for works then coift- 
roenced and in a state so forward, as to forbid their aban- 
donment* The public debt has been contracted under full 
authority of law. The faith and honor of the people aia 
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pledged, in the mnsl aolefnn manner, to the payment of the 
int<TPSt annuiHy accruing^, and tn the finnl payment of the 
princi al. Every coiiBulemtiun of duty, intcj^rity and tia« 
lional fidelity, binds ua to the honest ^H^rfornianrc of our 
part of the bargain with the holdm of the certificates tif our 
loans. It is immaterial whether we received these loans in 
paper money, or in gold iind silver; whether in merchan- 
dise, railroad iron, or any other commodity ; we have, re- 
ceive<l a consideration in sometliing ; we ha%'e issued the 
certificates of stock, and we must abide by the contracts 
which we ourselves invited others to make with us, and 
ratified in all due forms of law. 

I stated in my inaugural address, that Ilielieved, although 
the state debt was large, and a considerable portion of it had 
been incurred liy injudicious legislation and expenditure, yet 
that I was convinced the public improvements constructeil 
by it, and the general increase of the value of the property 
ill the commonwealth, were fully equal to the whole amount 
of the debt I still entertuin the same opinion, but in sub- 
tniltiog to your consideration a statement of the resources 
of the commonwealth, I feel it to be incumbent on me to 
exhibit the hctual productiveness of our internal improve- 
ments, in a light somewhat less flattering than that in which 
it has usually appeared. I am constrained to pursue this 
course by a high sense of duty, and not by any desire to 
•rouse hostility against them, or to weaken the confidence 
of (he public in their ultimate vabjo and utility. 

^e!t TviU on Improvementi. 

It has been customary hithfrto, to state the gross amount 
of tolls derived from our canals and railroads, in such a 
manner as to convey the impression that they yielded that 
•nm, clear of all deductions for management and repairs. 
The constant yearly increase of tolls has served as a power- 
ful ^timulant to the prosecution and extension of the entire 
•yatemofour improvements.— Men of sanguine feelings 
have conlidently looked forward to an early day, on which 
the tolls arising from our improvements would not only pay 
the interest on the whole state debt, but yield, in addition, a 
large surplus to be applied to the extinguishment of the 
principal. Ijdcal interest and ardent public enterprise 
readily concurred in this opinion. We had embarked in 
the system too deeply, both in pecuniary investments and 
in state pride, to turn liack. The great undertaking must 
g^o through ; we had pledged our faith, our firmness and our 
mbility to that effort, and we gathered hope and confidence 
wherever they could be found. It is not surprising, there- 
fore, that our governors, legislators and people, have deceiv- 
ed themselves, and deceived each other, in pursuit of this 
ftvourite object It forms no just ground of censure 
against the active supporters of our system of internal im- 
provements, that they have fallen short— far short — of pub- 
lie expectation, in the amount of revenue they afford. The 
time may perhaps arrive, at no vciy distant day, when the 
increase of our popnlatioD, business and wealth, will enable 
us to realize the flattering anticipations of the early friends 
of the system ;— among whom, as an unwavering advocate 
and supporter of that system, on judicious principles, I am 
proud to claim a rank. It is immaterial what we had 
hoped, or what we now desire, on this subject ; it is our 
duty, as prudent and fiiitliful guardians of the public inter- 
ests, to examine it wfth candor, and to act upon it with. 
oQt concealment or fear. 

If the income derived from our public improvements is 
less in fact, than has been generally represented and sup- 
posed, the present is the time above all others, when it 
ahould be made known, and measures be adopted to meet 
the deficiency. The f illowing tabular stitements show the 
•mount received from tolls and from motive power, during 
each of the last five years ; the amount expended for motive 

Kwer, repairs and management for the same time, and sim- 
r eatimatoa of tolls and expendittires for the ensuing 
year, to wit : 

1835. Tolls received, f 597.631 67 

From motive power, 86,726 10 

1634,357 T7 



Repairs and cost of motive power 



1836. Tolls received. 

From motive power, 



Repairs and cost of motive power, 



1837. Tolls received, 

From motive power, 



Repairs and cost of motive power, 



1838. ToUs received. 

From motive power. 



431,626 10 



$252,731 67 



$671,849 74 
IGfSSSl 04 

838,1 iO 78 
551,024 63 

$287,106 15 

$75^.765 12 
216,5.*)5 37 



97.'>, 5 ) 49 
833,5 i 6 86 

$!> 1,833 63 



$7: 1,458 70 
24^,570 94 



96f\029 61 
Repairs and cost of motive power, 2,069,637 71 

De6cit, $103,628 07 

To which deficiency for said year may be 

added for debts due and unpaid, the sum of 275,000 00 



1839. Tolls received, 

From motive power, 



Repaura and cost of motive power, 



$378,628 07 

$821,780 68 
280,123 53 

1,101.90^ 11 
656,460 32 



$445,443 79 
For this year the sum of $100,000 was appropriated to the 
support of motive jiower, but of this only five or six thousand 
dollars have been expended. 

Thus it appears from these statements, that the tolls for 
the present year, exceed the amount of expenditures for mo* 
tive power, repairs and management, only $445,443 79. 
The tolls for the last five years, though gradually incieasing, 
only exceed the expenditures on the lines from which they 
are derived $698,5S7 17 — and in fact in the year 1838, 
felt^hort of meeting the expenditures $ >7H,628 07, including 
the deficiency and debts due at the end of the year. And tf 
thd public works be put in a situation, available for the busi« 
ness of the coming year, the estimated tolls will not more 
than equal the estimated expenditures. It is perhaps due to 
the publlo improvements to state, that, after payment of re- 
pain and all expenditures upon them, the tolls fat the year 
1 8 JO, thus appear to have exceeded the tolls for the year 1 888, 
the sum of f 82 1,07 186. I refer you to the (k^iled report of 
the Canal Commissioners for such further mformation on 
this subject, as may be essential to a full understanding of it 

The Revenue and Expenditures, 

The ordinaiy resources of the Commonwealth arising firom 
all revenues payable into the treasuiy, together with an ce« 
tiinate of the whole amount of public property, will appear 
fiom the following tabular sUtements : 

Abstract of the ordinary ReTcnne of tlie State i 

Itt 1839. 



Canal and nulwaj tolls 
Auction commissions and auction dutiaa 
Collatcaral inheritance tax 
Dividends on bank stock 

Do. turnpike, bridge and navigitioa 
stock 
Land and land office fees 
Tak on bank dividends 
Tax on certain cffleiw 



#821,783 56 

101,7:28 61 

35,908 78 

166,079 50 

41,017 TO 

46,594 95 

133,440 78 

2,882 90 
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Tax on write, Sec 

TsTem Kcenses, 

Retailers' liceiMes, 

Tax an loan companies 

Bacheats 

Bank charters 

Hawkers* and pedlars' licenses 

Miscellaneous 



126,652 56 

49,027 77 

68,202 97 

2.240 00 

3,020 24 

100,000 00 

3,925 15 

18,617 36' 

$1,621,119 84 

Abstract of ilis ordinary expcBdUtnrcsof the State 

In 1839. 



Expenses of Government, 

Repairs— canals and railways 

Militia expenses 

Guaranty of interest 

Pensions and gratiriCies 

Common schools, colleges, &c. 

House of Refuge 

Penitentiaries, eastern and western 

Interest on loans 

Pay of collectors, lock keepers, Ac, 

Miscellaneous 



5412,751 63 

376,366 79 

25,981 17 

24,562 22 

53,588 74 

3 5,253 14 

5,000 00 

30,826 54 

1,296,010 24 

70,000 60 

28,552 40 

52.708,863 37 



Pa1>ll - Property* 

Bank stock. 

Turnpike and bridge stock. 

Canal and navigation stocki 

Railroad stock. 

Public worits, canals, and railways, &c. 

Money due on land, estimated, 



$2,108,700 CO 

2,821,215 88 

602,579 91 

827,368 93 

26,399,220 56 

1,000,0.0 00 



$2,7( 6,863 47 
1,621,119 84 



533,259,085 28* 
The public improvements are estimated at their original 
cost, and the bank and railroad stock owned by the State, at 
ito par value. It will be obNious that this estimate has rela- 
tian to the ultimate value of all (except the bank stock) and 
not the present available value which this public property 
may bear. 

On a recapitulation of the foregoing statements, it appears 
from them that the public debt amounto 

to the sum of 534,141,663 80 

The publia property to 83,259,085 28 

Balance, 882,578 52 

The ordinary expenditures of the com- 
monwealth for all purposes for the 
last year, are 
The oidinary revenue from all sources 

for the same year, amounts to 
Leaving a groos balance against the 

state of 5l|087,74S 63 

The afiairs^ the Commonwealth have been for several 
years gradually verging on towards deeper and deeper embar- 
xassment, until we have at length reached this unexpected 
deficiency of funds in Uie treasury, tu mee( tlie demands upon 
it The people have been told, again and again, that our 
fiscal condition was fiouxishing and prosperous, while in fact, 
our prosperity was all baaed on paper calculations and kMms, 
which loans, we are just now beginning to perceive, bear 
interest, and are some day to be paid. We are now com- 
pelled to forego all temporary expedients, and to look the true 
state of things in the face. We must resort to taxes, the 
rale of the public improvemente, or to further loans. The 
public improvemente cannot be sold but at a most ruinous 
sacrifice ; and as to loans, it is doubtful whether we can pro- 
cure them at all, unless at an unwarranted rate of interest — 
Notwithstanding all these difficulties, this sum due by the 
stete must be paid. To obtain the means we have at the 
best, a choice of evils ; and we ought to select that which will 
impose on the people of the commonwealth least inconveni- 
ence and detriment. I shall recur to this subject agsin, in a 
•iibaeqiMttt part of this message. 



Siupennon of Specie payments. 

In thi? state of things, the recent conduct of the banks in 
this commonwealth, has added in no slight degree, to our em- 
barrassmcnte. On the 10th day of October last, the banks 
of the city of Philadelphia suspended, wholly, or in a greait 
fneasure, the payment of their notes and other liabilities, in 
specie. Most of the banks in the interior speedily foflowol 
their example, as did also the banks in nearly all the otho- 
states of the Union. B ut the banks of die stale of New Yorit, 
and a f^w others, favoured by peculiar circumstances, or in- 
fluenced by other causes, have been able to withstend the 
current of demand, and have continued to pay specie until tbe 
present thne. This suspension was an event unlocked for 
by the public, and productive of the most unhappy results;. 
It has paralyzed business, — shaken both stete and individual 
credit, — crippled all our monetary operations, and struck a 
death blow at the means of subsistence possessed by that por- 
tion of our fellow citizens, whose labour and industry form 
their only capital. From all classes of the community, save 
those alone who are interested in the banks, was heard a loud 
and deep condemnation of this measure. Innumerable r&> 
medics have been suggested, — some looking to theregulatian 
of these institutions, — others to their puni^ment and' extir- 
pation. I was besought to convene the legislature aCan earli- 
er day than that fixed by the constitution, and veiy numerous 
conflicting suggestions hayc been offered, as to the measures 
of relief that ^ould be recommended. On a subject so vi- 
tally interesting to the people at large, as that of the curreneyt 
I was persuaded that hasty legislation was neither prudcnl 
nor desirable ; and f accordingly declined to convene yoa 
before the day designated in the constitution. Time for re- 
flection, time for further experience, and time to ascertein the 
general wante and wishes of the people, has thtis been afford- 
ed, and I confidently trust, that nothhig will be lost by the 
delay. 

Small ^'ofet. 

One of the great evils of a suspension of specie paymento 
by the banks, is Ibe vast amount of smaU notes issuer] without 
authwity of law, by individuals and corp<Nration% that is 
immediately forosd into circulation to supply the place of 
the specie, for purposes of small change. This debasement 
of the currency aggravated the consequences of the suspen- 
sion in 1837. It ended in great losses to the public, and in 
multiplied frauds. Satisfied that the same evils would again 
be tixperienced, I immediately caused the attorney general to 
adopt proper measures to bring to justice all ofienders against 
the law prohibiting the issue and circulation of notes below 
the denomination of five dollars ; and I am happy to state to 
you that this measure was entirely adequate to the suiqires- 
skm of the issues of any notes of that description in the com- 
monwealth. Ample arrangemente had been made, as I am 
informed, to throw into circulatton a large amount of this 
spurious currency, but they were instantly arrested by the 
prompt and energetic action of the attorney general ; and pub- 
lic opuiion with an unexampled unanimity, sanctioned the 
measure, and crowned it with snccesa. It is true» in the 
counties of the commonwealth bordering on stetes that allow 
the issue of small notes, it has been impracticable to restrain 
altogether their circulation, still very few of them have found 
their way into the central part of the stete. I shall call your 
attention to this subject again in another part of this mesBagai 

Currency* 

The active currency of Pennsylvania, and of the whole 
Union, is composed mninly of bank notes. These notes ars 
made payable on demand in specie ; and while they continue 
to be so paid, no great dangvr of loss to the community 
can arise. The history of all bank operations, shows, tiiat 
while their notes are redeemable, and actually paid in speda 
when presented at the counter, an overissue to any consid* 
arable extent cannot easily take place. It is only when 
notes are issued to such an amount, or when other obliga- 
tions are incurred by the banks so great as to prevent them 
from meeting these demands with specie, that they may be 
considered in an misound state, and the public in danger 
of sttfiering loss from the circulation of their notes. It it 
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nanifeet, therefore, that the mifpension of epede payments 
by the banks, ia the precise act, above all others, that ren- 
ders them unsafe and dangerous to the public, and the one 
which in future, ought to bo most strictly guarded against 
by law. It is true, it doea not always follow that banks are 
unsound and unable to pay all demands against them, bo- 
cause they do not pay specie for tlieir notes ; yet unless 
explained to have been caused by some other means, than 
the unsoundness of the institutions, it must operate tnuch 
to the prejudice of their credit and standing. 

In Pennsylvania there are fifly-two banks, with an aggre- 
gate capital of something more than sixty millions of dol- 
lars ; but such has been the disregard of law by some of 
them, that they have not made any return \ and the returns 
made by several of them are so very imperfect, that it is im- 
poaalble to arrive at anything like accuracy as to the amount 
of their circulation, specie, or debts due to them. But from 
the best data within my reach, the amount of their notes in 
circulation may be computed at not less than thirty-three 
millions of doUars, and the amount due and owing to them, 
principally by oorporatlons and citizens of this common- 
wealth, is peibaps about seventy millions of dollars. This 
amount is due to these banks from individuals residing in 
all sections of the state, and engaged in all kinds of business. 
Stocks in our railroads, canals, turnpikes, dec, are held by 
acme of these banks, and in the shape of subscriptions, bo* 
nuaes, or dividends, they contribute largely to the general 
fund in the state treasury, and to the support of the com- 
mon school system. Their charters expire at various peri- 
ods between the present time and 1870, and the stock in 
them is owned by a great number of persons of all ages, 
classes, conditions, and pecuniary means. The capi talists of 
the country, as well as diiose of moderate means, widows, or- 
phans, and guardians, all own stock in our several banking 
mstitutlons. From this cursory glance at the subject, it is 
evident that the business, interests, and banking institutions 
of the country are intimately connected toge^er, and mutu- 
ally exert a powerful influence on each other. 

A more general and comprehensive view of this subject 
will show, Uiat the banking system has been greatly extend- 
ed throughout the whole Union within the last twenty 
years, certainly to a greater degree than the vastly increased 
bosiness of all kinds would have seemed to warrant The 
following tabular statement of the number of banks in the 
CJnitedJ3tate8,wiUi their capitals, loans, discounts, circula- 
tion* and specie, at three ^flferent periods, will illustrate, 
with great force, the progress of the system. It is manifest 
that the number of banks, with a corresponding increase of 
capital and circulation, has been fearfully augmented within 
a few years. Pennsylvania has contributed her full share, 
since 1836, to this increase. 
Years. No. Capital. Loans db Discounts. 

1820. 308 1137,110,611 $189,952,422 

183». 330 UM92,268 200,461,214 

1887. 634 290,77?,091 525,115,702 



Years. 


No. 


Circulation. 


Specie. 


1820^ 


308 


$44,863,344 


$19,820,240 


183 >. 


330 


61,323,896 


22,144,917 


1837. 


6.14 


149,185,690 


87.915,340 



It is sometimes said that the whole banking system is but 
^ an experiment," and tliat as vuch, it has failed to answer 
die expectations of its prolectors; that It is time it was 
totally abrogated, and that Pennsylvania ought to take the 
lead in thb great work of reform. It is certainly true, that 
dw banking system of the United States, is so far a mere 
experiment, as to be found in a state of constant change and 
floctoation. No great elementary principles have yet been 
atrock out by experience, to form a sound and stable basis 
to ophold and control it Like the banking system of all 
other parts of the world, imperfection characterizes nearly 
all itft details, and abuses of the most flagrant sort, have been 
coeval with its first establishment 

In legiijating on this sobjoct, however we cannot close 
oar eyes to the peculiar oonditioo of the eouni ry. We most 



take things as we find them. We are not considering 
what would be the proper course if we were now about to 
introduce, for the first time, a system of banking in Penn- 
sylvania. That question was settled long sgo, and by a 
constant and rapid progression it has been entwinning 
itself with every interest, and every measure of policy in 
this commonwealth. It has for good or for evil, stamped 
its influence on every commercial, manufacturing and agri* 
cultural interest among our citizens. Under the operation 
of this system, and on the faith of its continuance in some 
form, all our business Las been undertaken, our contracts 
between individuals entered into, and their debts contracted, 
our internal improvements commenced, and our vast state 
debt fastened on the people. Abrogate the entire system, 
and we know not into what condition it will plunge us. 
Real estate and all commodities of commerce agriculture 
and manufactures, now bearing the highest paper price, 
must fall greatly in value, and by that fall in price, thou- 
sands of the enterprising and industrious of our fellow- 
citizens will be irretrievably ruined. The ten years imme- 
diately following the last war with Great Britain, fumisK 
us some instructive lessons on this subject, though very 
inadequate to portray the consequences that would follow 
the same causes in our present situation. And what 
heightens the evils anticipated, is the reflection, that the 
poor and those in moderate circumstances, wuuld be obliged 
to endure the brunt of the hardships. The rich, being 
the creditors, have little to fear from such change in our 
system of currency ; it is the debtor part of the community 
on whom the chief burden is cast In adopting coercive 
measures against the banks, it should not be forgotten, that 
the penal consequences do not fall on them alono. The 
vast number of individuals, from whom so many milHons 
are due to those institutions, would feel most oppressively 
the blow. Nor would it be right or just to cast the great 
mass of innocent stockholders beyono the pale of legislative 
protection. The officers and directors who are in fact 
chargeable with most, if not the entire blame, would readily 
screen themselves from it, elude the laws, take care of 
themselves, profit by the sufTerings and losses of the inno- 
cent, and leave those to perish, who had little, if any, active 
agency in producing the present state of things. This is a 
matter worthy of your most serious and deliberate conside- 
ration. 

Effect § of Currency on vfaget and prieeo. 

On reference to the history of all commercial nations^ it 
will be found that every considerable fluctuation in the cur- 
rency, operates directly and with greatest severity, on the la- 
bouring part of the community. While currency is in a 
state of transition from a cheaper to a dearer medium, the 
prices of wages are first affected, without an immediate cor- 
responding change in the price of the necessaries of life. 
Those who carry on extensive business operations of all kinds, 
are soon compelled to curtail or stop, and numerous industrious 
operatives are thrown out of employment, or compelled to re- 
sort to other occupations that they do not understand, for the 
means of supporting their families. Besides, though Peiui- 
sylvania might abrogate her banking system altogether, yet 
we have no assurance that other states would follow her ex- 
ample. It would be difllcult if not impossible, to prohibit 
their bank notes from circulation among us, and we should 
thus suffer the worst evils of the banking system without its 
benefits ; for the banks of other states would be situated be- 
yond the reach of our legislation and controL I know of no 
other mode of securing uniform and cotemporaneous action 
on this important subject, among all the states of the Union, 
except tlirough the agency of the general government; which, 
if not already possessed of the power necessary for that pur- 
pose should be clotlied with it by an amendment of the con- 
stitution. 

State Stockt, 

There is an essential difference between the position of 
the citizens of our commonwealth, in a pecuniary point of 
view now, and that which characterized it in the years 1816, 
1817, 1818, dbc. It is true that then, as now, the country 
was flooded with foreign goods, which low duties and crodit 
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upon those duties. enableJ foreigners to introduce and thus 
create a large debt abruad. It is also trut' that then, as now, 
the banking capital, banking facilities and bank issues were 
incn ased beyond what the nece^tsitien of the country for the 
bealthiul transaction of it^ business required, liut then the 
spirit of speculation had infected the agricultural as well as 
all other porti* ms of the community. Now, however, our farm- 
ers are generally out of debt, and in flourishing circum- 
stances ; and it i:^ the mercantile and manufacturing classes 
that have been principally suffering by the undue expnnsion 
of the credit system. But there is now an evil exbting nf 
which we then knew nothing, and which doo« more than 
counterbalance the partial exemption from suflering of our 
a^icultural interest. The contraction of cnoinous foreign 
debts by tlie states for the purpose of internal improvements, 
and for the establishment of bunks, &c. is of comparatively 
recent origin. The system of pledging the property and in- 
dustry of posterity f >r the payment of money obtained by the 
present geneiation, in each state, has* chiefly grown up since 
the year 18^0, and as the following statement, which I 
believe to be essentially correct, will show, has been sur- 
prisingly on the advance during the last four or five years. 
The amount of stock authorized to be created by eighteen 
0tates in each period of five years from 1S2(> to 1633 was a^ 
follows, viz : 

From 182 > to 1825 $12,790,723 00 

•* 1825 to 1830 13,679,689 00 

- 1830 to 1835 4 ),0' 2,769 00^ 

•« 1835 to 1838 say 3 j years, 108/223,808 00 

$! 74,696,991' 00 
7*hi8 statement embraces all the stocks authorized to be is- 
sued up to. and including all but the last session of each state 
legislature. A correct statement of the stocks authorized to 
be i«ued, by all the states except our own at the last session 
of their legislatures, I ^a«e been unable to procure. Of the 
foiegoing stocks it appears from the bettt inquiry I can make, 
that ihe following amounts have been obtained for the several 
objects stated viz : 

For banking $52,610,000 00 

For canals 6J,20I,551 00 

For railroads 42,87I,0S4 0) 

Foriumpikes and McAdamized roads 6,618,938 00 

For miscellaneous objects 8,474,684 00 

$170,806,277 00 
If we add to the above enormous amount of state stocks, 
owned almost entirely abroad, the post notes and bonds issued 
by banks, cities, railroad, canal and trust companies, and other 
corporations, to holders residing in Europe, we shall probably 
have a grand total of at least two hundred and t twenty mil- 
lions of dollars, bearing an annual interest of about twelve 
millions of dollara. This fatter sum must be paid to the Eu- 
ropean holders in specie or its equivalent, and may be justly 
regarded as one of the principal causes of our present mone- 
tary derangements. Little immediate relief can be expected 
from our exports. During the last few yeara. they have been 
Ibund totally Inadequate to cover the heavy importations into 
this country. From 1820 to 183:), the imports into the U. 
States exceeded tlte exports therefrom annually about the 
average sum of three and a half millions of dollara. Since 
the year 1 83 >, our imports, including gold and silver coin, 
have exceeded our exports about twenty -four millions of dol- 
lara per year. It is perfectly clear that this system of opera- 
tions must speedily end in tho efibctual prostration of our 
credit, business and resources. No nation, whatever may be 
Its industry, vigour, and natural advantages, can maintain its 
prosperity and independence against such oppressive draw- 
backs as this is. It is true, the public debt of Great Britain 
ia a manifold greater one than this, comparing the population 
and resources of the two nations ; but tlie debt of Great Bri- 
tain is chiefly due to its own subjects; the interest paid i« 
retained at home, and continues to form a part of the capital 
of the oonntiy. The interest we pay, on the contraiy, is 
paid to foretgners. It is withdrawn from among as, never 
to retam unless in the ihape of new loans to augment the 
dnuDB on our capiloL 



The Credit Sifttem, 

Much has been said and written on the subject of oar 
" credit sy.tem,'* within a few years past It is one of mi' 
qualified eulogy by some, and of as unqualified condemoation 
by others. By many, the banks have been regarded as the 
authora of that system, and of course of all mischiefs ; and bfj 
others, as of course the authora of all good. It is somewhat 
astonishing that this novel system of contitructing canals and 
railroads, and of building towns and cities, and establishing 
banks by the instrumentality of state credit, as if done by mm- 
gic, has not i>een accredited as one of the most potent agents 
in producing many of the recent phases and phenomena of 
the cretlit system Had it not been for the support of credit, 
affoulcd to our bank speculatora and merchants^ by the sale 
of ftixic stocks abroad, feeble and vain would have been the 
efforts of the banks to have created and sustained such an 
extent of paper circulation as we now find in the country — 
equally feeble and vain would have been the cflbrts of specu- 
latora to have procured such heavy amounts of foreigh capi- 
tal, to employ for pur(H>ses of wUd speculation, and of our 
merchants to procure such unprecedented credits aa have 
filled eveiy store-house in this country, with goods and wares 
not paid for, while lying upon interest unsold. Did the 
amount to be loaned to our banks by foreign capitalists, and 
to be trusted to our merchants by foreign manufacturers, de* 
pend on the mere credit of the banks, or the merchants them- 
selves, it could rarely exceed one year's excess of importation, 
or about twenty millions of dollars. But when the sovereign 
states volunteer as endorsera for the banks and corporations^ 
and in effect, draw their bills of exchange, by furnishing cer- 
tificates of loans in favour of the merchants, this credit i^s- 
tem Itccomes immeasurably extended, until it has at length 
reached to the astounding sum of more than two hundred 
millioni of dollars. 

The banks have acted as the broken, on a large acak^ 
through whose agency the state loans have been negotiated 
with foreign capitalists. But let the legislatures of the aev- 
eral states creating loans take to themselves the honour and re^ 
sponsibility of furnishing the chief aliment to sustain our cum- 
brous credit system. It is no doubt true, that the inordinate 
increase of banks of late years, has been partly produced by 
the immense accumulation of state credits, and has, in aome 
degree, 8timulate<l the action of the legislatures of the several 
states in authorizing the same, by affording agents to negoti- 
ate, and customera to consume the avails of the stocks, when 
ne^tiated. 

Until within the last year, we have been able not only to 
borrow money, without difficulty, on state stock in Europe, 
but to pay the interest arising on former loans by new ones* 
We felt little of tho inconveniences of this bloated system of 
credits, and seldom reflected that a day of reckoning would 
come, when we could Xhus pay our debts no longer. States, 
banks, corporations and individuals, all moved forward in har^ 
monious unison, borrowing^oll they could, and wherever they 
could, without reference to their future ability and means of 
re-payment. The delusion is at last over. State stocks are 
now an unsaleable drug in foreign markets, and we are colled 
upon for the interest on our permanent loans, and have no 
means of paying it, unless we export specie, rely on the re- 
mote avails of our agricultural productions, or dispose of 
more state stock at a ruinous sacrifice, if indeed we con die- 
pose of it at all. 

The time for sober reflection has arrived and the dtff^ 
rent states must now determine whether they will, or will 
not, penist in a course of policy which has thua hs been 
productive of such oerious evils. Shall the states of thia 
Union plunge deeper into debt and embarrassment, or shall 
they make economy and prudence their motto, resolve to ex- 
tricate themselves as soon as possible, and be free I This m 
the question, and I trust Pennsylvania is ready to take bar 
stand with those who follow Ae dictatos of prudence and 
economy. 

A system of credit acted on with caution, and sound 
judgment is not only wise and judicious, but indbpensable lo 
an enlightened business community. The honeaty, indoe- 
tiy and capacity of a poor man ia hi* eoly e^atol, end «»> 
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l«as it gvret him credit where he is known, there \a little prac- 
tical dilierence between the condition of the honest and di:»- 
honeiit, the capable and the ignorant men. The station of 
men in society, on the opposite principle would be fixei! by 
their birth, and merit wouLd be regarded as a bootless qualiti- 
cation. Tnis it not the doctrine of nature, or of our Declara- 
tion of Independence, and American system of government. 

The credit system will be seldom abused in the case of in- 
dividuab , but not so in that of corporations and governments. 
When men judge in their individual relations, they weigh 
IhingB well ; when as members of corporations and govern- 
ments, their caution corresponds with their i^hare of the re- 
■ponsibility. Our present condition illustrates the truth of 
this position, and calls aloud on the representatives of the- 
people to paaie and reflect. Let no more state debts, not in- 
dispensably necessary to preserve the fuith and honour of the 
states be contracted, let no ceriificates of loan be issued, and 
jio commercial commodities be imported for a few years. 
We will thus overcome our present difficulties, and re-entab- 
liiUi our credit at home and abroad. Ttiis is tlie only course 
dictated by prudence and honesty. 

I have thus, at some length, brought to your view several 
considerations, essential to a just and full knowledge of the 
ionportant subject of our finances. I have shown, I trust, 
that the leading causes of our present derangements lie at the 
very foundation of our system of legislation for the last 
twenty years. The original defects and infirmities of our 
banking system, have been aggravated by our system of pub- 
lic credits, and must continue to be so as long as the same 
course is pursued. It must be evident from what has been 
already said, that oar banking system, however objectionable 
in its origin, is now fastened upon us, and connected with all 
our burliness operations, so that it would be productive of more 
mischief to cut it up by the roots, than to let it stand reformed 
and regulated in such manner as your experience and wis- 
dom may enable you to devise. 

S%tffgeation9 and Hecommendathtif, 

I proceed to make such suggestions and recommendations 
on the subject, as appears to me to promise the most salutary 
influence and restrictions. Premising at the same time, that 
I do not flatter myself that the adoption of my recommenda- 
tions would render the system perfect, or give universal satis- 
faction on this subject, upon which there are so many adverse 
opinions. It will be borne in mind, I trust, that it is no diffi- 
cult task to sit down in the closet and construct theories on 
the subject, beautiful and plausible in the abstract, without a 
full ana comprehensive knowledge of their practical operation; 
or to cavil at whaf.ever is suggested, and to condemn what it 
ia neither understood or disproved. This is a feat that the 
weakest can, and the malicious will, perform. I have too 
much confidence in the present legislature, to suppose that 
their assaults will shake the independence or warp the judg- 
ment of its members. I regard such attempts as unworthy 
to be heeded, come ihey from whatsoever quarter they may. 
Freedom of opinion belongs to all, and I concede it to others 
with the same readiness that I claim it for myself. I only 
ask in this matter a just measure of credit, for the anxious 
and careful consideration I have bestowed upon it, with an 
eye sbgle to arrive at the result best calculated to advance 
the public good. 

Hemmptionr^-EjfectB of Small ^otea. 

The first object to be gained, by any reeommendationa I 
may make, or by any measurca you may adopt, no doubt, is 
te aecaTe an early resumption of specie payments by the 
haoki» and to guard against a hke suspension in future. — 
This desirable end must be attained, on a judicous oonsidera- 
lioii of the subject, and with due regard to its practicability, 
as well as to the wrongi and inoonveniencei the people en- 
dnie. 

Aa I have already stated, the New York banks continue to 
pay specie, as well as tiie hanks of several other states ; in- 
deed some banks that had suspended, have recentlv resumed. 
I believe the condition of most of our own banks is as sound 
m leality as those of other states. They have as much specie 
ia Cheb vanlts, as good debtors, and I know not why they 
iboold be Ism able and willing tomeet all dsmands upon them 



in coin. It is alleged that the notes issued by authority of 
law, in some of the states, of a le^s denomination than five 
dollars, have supplied the banks with a subbtitule for speciei 
and that thlj has enabled tliem to hold out against sus}«n« 
sion. Perhap:* this opinion i^ to fiome extent weil founded, 
and it is certainly countenanced by the fact, noticed by sU 
who are conversant with the matter, that although the ( anks 
of Pennsylxania have suspended specie payments since the 
10th day of October last, yet we now find in actual cucula* 
tion among our citizens, more specie than in these states 
where small notes are allowed to be issued and their banks 
continue to pay specie for their notcst This is a most con- 
clusive proof of the utility of our own law prohibiting Ue is- 
sue and circulation of notes of a less drnominaiion tban five 
dollars. \U tendency has been I believe, to | lace in the 
vaults of the banks, and in tlie hands of privute citizenii of 
Pennsylvania, a greater amount of gold uud silver coin than 
is to be foufid in any other state in the Union. I do not think 
it would be expedient to rejieal that law ; on the contrary, I 
think provisions s ould be made to render its enforcement 
more ellectual, and by which we should drive back, whence 
they came the small notes of the neighboring states, 'i hey 
aie debasing our circulation — they usurp the place of cur own 
specie— and they transfer to the imniers of them, large profits 
aritfiug from their circulation in despite of our liw. 

If we force them back upou those who put them forth, 
either banks or other corporations^ which are sdvint, we 
shall get or ought to get specie in return for tlicm. Let 
thoce states w hose legiiilat urea (hoore to authorize the issue 
of small notes enjoy the bene!. ts of burh currency. Penn- 
sylvania pielcrs gold and silver as soiuU change fur her citi- 
zens. 

While the lianks of other states enjoy the advantage of 
small nutca as a substitute for speci»-, we sltould doubtless 
allow our b.ink:i that are deprived of it, some indulgence in 
resuming the payuieiitofb|.ecie for their nulcssnd habilities 
<— and this indulgence, should bo extended, not so much on 
account of the bunks themsi-lve-*, as of the people of Pennsyl- 
vania and their hubinesit, which would be most deeply afleo» 
ted by imprudent legislation on this ^uhJ^ct. It is apparent 
to the most casual o: server from the foregoing slat* inents 
of the income of our public improvements, the resources of 
the cummonwealtli, and the vast amount of the state debt 
falhng due, and the iiitercHt annually accruing un the whole 
debt, that Pennsylvania has a deep stake in sustaining the 
business and credit of this state and her citizens. Whatever 
measures cripple our general buMiness operations, and pros- 
trate our credit, force ujion' us the inevitable nece^ity of 
resorting to taxation, or to a sale of our public improveiiienti, 
or iurther state loans at a heavy sacrifice. Against all these 
measures, I feel a degree of repugnance, that cannot be 
easily overcome. The yearly income of the people is 
already heavily burthencd with taxes — their permanent 
property is in eflecc, mortgaged with an enormous stale 
debL 

In this state of things it behoves the legislature to weigh 
well the policy of adopting any measure that will curtail 
the avails of the people a industry, or diminish the resource! 
of the common woi 1th to meet its engagements. It should 
not be forgotten, that, in the case of debts already contracted, 
the direct effect of reducing the means of the debtor, is to 
increase the relative amount ot his d<-bt The creditor gains 
in proportion as the debtor losses, and no man can foresee the 
extent of the impending convulsion. The commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania is in no situation to augment her aiate 
debt, either absolutely or relatively. Untried experiments 
should be considered well. 

Inqmry into the condition of the Banko, 

I repectfoUy suggest the propriety of immediately inquii^ 
ing into the condition of the banks of this coromonwealih, 
and of fixing the earliest period for the resumption of specie 
payments, that their afiiiirs and the public wants and expec- 
tations justify. It would, perhaps, be expedient to graduate 
this resumption, either by the denomination of notes or 
amounts to lie paid, so as to make one fourth or more paya- 
ble forthwitli, and the residue at such respective periods aa 
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iD the wisdom of tlie legislatafe might seem to be advisable, 
provided the time be not long protracted. 

Jppomtment of three Bank Comm»MOJier9, 
I recommend the appointment of three bank commission- 
ers, to hold their offices respectively ^for one, two, and three 
years, so that one shall be appointed annually, hereafter, with 
tlie same powers to examine at all times into the accounts and 
condition of the banks as are possessed by a joint committee 
of the legislature ; and if any bank shall violate its charter, 
to institute proceedings to bring it to justice without delay t 
or if any bank now in existence be found unsound, to take 
the proper measures immediately to wind up its concents. 
A proper and prudent supervision of this kind, by compe- 
tent and experienced commissioners, selected for their per- 
sonal weight of character and knowledge of the system, 
Would operate as a salutary restraint in the managements of 
our banks, independent of the means which such a commis- 
sion would afford for conrecting abuses. 

Butik A'otes to be at par. 

I also recommend the pas -ago of a law compelling all the 
banks of this commonwealth to receive each others notes 
at par, so long as the respective banks continue to redeem 
their notes in specie ; and on failure at any time of any 
bank to redeem its notes, that the bank commissioners be 
required forthwith to take charge of it and close its operations, 
and that each bank be permitted to pay out at its own coun- 
ter nothing but its own notes or specie, unless at the option 
of those who have demands upon it I am dearly of the 
opinion that such a law would exert a most salutary influence 
on our banking system. The rate of exchange between the 
western and eastern parts of the state is, at times, a serious 
burden on the community — the banks create that burden — 
then on whom could it be placed with more justice and pro- 
priety 7 They can make those exchanges with much less 
inconvenience, and with much lessexpcnse, than individuals. 
It would assist to restore confidence, as each bank would be, 
to some extent the surety for the notes of others. It would 
introduce a wholesome system of checks, long wanted, by in- 
ducing each to keep watch over the otlier ; and in case of ex- 
cessive issues beyond their ability to redeem, their notes would 
be returned upon* them, and the bank be forthwith closed. 
Self-interest is the ruling motive with banks, and by this law 
we should enlist in support of public good. It is manifest 
that this would be an essential improvement of the present 
avi'tem, and would render our banks, and our currency sound- 
er and better than those of any other state. 

Bahkt not to hold stock, 

I also recommend that provision be made by laweflectually 
to prevent any bank, or banks, in this commonwealth from 
purchasing and holding bank stock, or any other stock ex- 
cept their own and the stock of the state, or of the United 
States ; and then only to such an amountas shall merely fur- 
nish a fund for immediate resort in case of a premire, or un- 
der peculiar circumstances when loans to the commonwealth 
are authorized. 

I'h^ direct operation of the existing law has been, and 
must bo, to induce banks to engage in wild speculations, for- 
eign to their objects and nature, and to divert their capitals 
from the legitimate purposes for which they were chartered. 
Nothing short of the repeal of the present law will arrest this 
inordinate cupidity, which may be fairly regarded as one of 
the principal authors of their present embarrassments. Bank 
officers should not, under any circumstances, be permitted to 
dabble in stocks, and a law heavily taxing brokers, and per- 
mitting none to follow the business, directly or indirectly, but 
such as may be specially licensed so to do, would, it is be- 
lieved, tend greatly to check many of the evils of which our 
city population complains. 

^gaintt Proxies. 

I also recommend an unconditional repeal of the law au- 
thorizing stockholders to vote by proxies ; or if you should be 
of opinion that this would be going too far, then, at least, so 
Uj, m to prevent proxies from being given by stockholders 



residing in the county where the bank is located, and prohib* 
iting bona fide stockholders residing out of the county, firom 

giving proxies to any officer, director or agent of buju^ 

This system of proxies is susceptible of the grossest abuses. 
It has been used to keep in office directors, presidents amd 
cashiers of banks who were not the free choice of the stock- 
holders. It prevents those who are interested in banks from 
investigating their management and enables dishonest offioeis 
not only to defraud the banks but the banks to defraud the 
public. It is an unnecessary exception lo the plain rule of 
common sense, that where majorities govern, the voters should 
attendm person. 

Against Post J^otea. 

I also recommend the prohibition by law of the pernicious 
piactice of issuing what is denominated post notes, by the 
banks, or notes payable at a future day. This is a violation 
of the spirit and principles of all judicious banking ;^t is m 
dangerous power to be exercised by the banks, and it will, ul- 
timately, enable them to evade most of our penal laws. It 
calls for effectual extirpation. 

Potver to repeal Bank charters. 

I also recommend that, the power contained in the amend- 
ed constitution, of repealing bank charters, reserved to the 
legislature on the creation of all such corporations, shall be 
made a fundamental article of eveiy bank charter in the state. 
This will bring every bank charter directly within reach of 
the people, at all times, and will enable them to rid them- 
selves of any banking institution by repeal, the conduct, or 
power of which, rendcre it obnoxious. 

Charters to be forfeited in thirty days. 

I also recommend that the time given to the banka after the 
presentation of their notes and refusal to pay them in specie, 
as well as to make application to a judge by the holdcra there- 
of, to exhibit proof of the fact, for the purpose of proceeding 
to have iheit charters forfeited, shall be restricted from tliree 
months, to thirti/ days% This will afford a strong guarantee 
against all future suspensions, and place a more speedy r^ 
mody in the hands of tlie people, should such occur. 

Directors personally liable. 

I also recommend that the directors of the banks of the 
commonwealth, shall be rendered personally liable for the 
payment of all notes issued by the banks respectively under 
their direction, if at any time the same in circulation, and 
the money due to depositors shall exceed the ratio of three 
dollars for one of the specie in their vaults. 

Banks not to issue J^otes under $10. 

I also recommend that from and after a certain period, 
perhaps of one year, no bank of this commonwealth shall 
be allowed to issue any notes of a less denomination than 
ten dollars. This will insure us a larger amount of specie, 
in general circulation, and add greatly to the stability of the 
currency and the banks. Our experience in relation to ex* 
eluding from circulation notes under five dollars, fully con- 
firms the policy of this recommendation. 

Bank dividends not exceeding seven per cent. 

1 also recommend that the banks be prohibited from mak* 
ing, dividends exceeding seven per cent, per annum, and 
that the law prohibiting the declaring of dividends duriBg 
the sunpension of specie payments, be rendered more effeo 
tual. It is understood that several banks in this common- 
wealth, have wantonly and needlessly violated this law since 
their suspension in October last If this be found to be aOj- 
on examination, I recommend, further, the passage of a law 
repealing their charters, on such conditions as may be expe* 
dient to maintain the laws inviolate, and to protect the rights 
of the community. The idea of a set of associated individ* 
uals publicly declaring a division of profits among them* 
selves, and refusing at the same time to pay their just debts, 
is revolting to eveiy principle of common honesty and good, 
morals. If the laws of this conunonwealth are thus con- 
temptuously trampled on, without even the poor ptetezt of. 
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neccMhy urged in behalf of the act of cuspension, I think it 
is time an oxnmplo was mxde of the oflbuderii, to vindicate 
the Jaw, and to punish their tomeritj. 

Ba7tk» tofunifshftill SiaUmenis. 

X also recommend that more effectual provision be made 
to compel the banks to furnish full statements of their con- 
dition to the auditor general* or to the bank commissionero, 
•hould the legislature enact a law for,their aj'poiutmcnt. 

Stockholder* Liable, 

The principle of making the stockholders liable in their 
personal capacity, for the notes of the banks, in case the 
corporate funds be inadequote, appears just and equitable ; 
and if the legi«latare can devise a practicable mode of bringing 
it into operation, I will most cheerfully co-operate with 
theni. Those who share the profits of loaning their credit, 
should be willing to share the responsibility of making that 
credit good. 

Sale of Stocha, 

The foregoing recommendations and suggcstionii, if 
adopted, would, in my opinion, tend to correct most of the 
abuses and evils of our banking system ; strengthen the 
banks themselves in the confidence of the people, and secure 
the public against loss and imposition. I will add, that I 
think a total separation between the state and banking in- 
stitutions ought to takg place. The association of private 
individuals with the state, in banking institutions, results 
almost entirely to the advantage of the former. Whatever 
hopes might have been founded on such association by the 
legislature, thai the banks thus owned would be at all times 
ready to aid tlio commonwealth, have been illusory. Al- 
though the state owns 3750 shares of stock in the Pennsyl- 
vania Bank; 5233 shares in the Philodelphla Bank; and 
1708 shares in the Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank, yet she 
has not such a share in the direction of either as to control 
any of the proceedings, and derives no benefit from the 
pa^nership. Her cnpital is used by her individual asso- 
ciates for purposes of private gain and speculation, and the 
commonwealth, when she wants money, is compelled to 
look elsewhere. I therefore recommend the passage of a 
law, authorizing the sale of the SState*s stock in said banks, 
at 8ucb time, and in such manner, as will yield the greatest 
amount to the State ; or if it be found that such sale cannot 
be mnde without too great a sacrifice, owing to adverse cir- 
cumstances, or other causes, that authority be given to de- 
clare their charters annulled, oud to divide the assets among 
the state and the private stockholders. The opinion is 
rapidly gainiifg ground in this country, that direct associa- 
tions between governments and banks is neither advan- 
tageous to the parties concerned, nor safe to the public. 
Our banks so essentially depend on the fluctuations of trade 
and commerce with foreign nations, and are so liable to be 
influenced by those monetary convulsions and embarrass- 
ments in Europe, which operate with increased force since 
the relations of business have become m intimate, and the 
communication is rendered so easy by mouem improvements 
on the ocean, as to form very improper depositories for the 
money of the people, and a very insecure basis for the pub- 
lic treasury. 

Independent Tveatury, , 

The measure of establishing an independent treasury for 
the general government, with such multiplied securities and 
guards for the keeping of the public money as will render 
it safe and convenient for the use of tlie government, has 
been imperatively called for, and justified, by recent events. 
Public sentiment is settling in its favor with unpvccedented 
fltrength, and there is every reason to believe that the laud- 
able efforts of the President of the United Sutes in behalf 
of it will be successful. Among other reforms of our 
nresent banking system, I do not consider this as the least 
It will remove from the banks many temptations to extend 
their business to an unreasonable degree; it will check 
fortign importations; it will save the community from the 
ntittibkl evils h^etolbra suf&red in conscqnence of the 
Vol. II.— 6 
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govemment's withdrawing from the banks lorge amounts of 
its fund« therein deposited : and will place all the banks on 
an equal footing by preventing the exercise of that psrtiality 
or indulgence, which may very readily be used to strength- 
en ami ui'hoid particular banks, at the hazard of crippling 
and breaking up others. Under whatever aspect we view 
it, it seems to me to be a measure both of wisdom and 
necessity, which, sooner or later, will meet with universal 
assent. 

Illegal and ZTsurious Interest, 

I also recommend thot thorough investigation be msde 
into the facts, whether or not any of the tanks of this com* 
monwealth have charged and taken illegal and usurious 
interest, el: her directly or through the fiction of bills of ex- 
change, or by setting apart portions of their funds, to be used 
by committees or other persons for such purposes. I have 
reason to liclieve that all, or some of these thingf^ have been 
done by certain banks in the city of Philadelphia. And if 
it should be ascertained on investigation, that such is the 
tase, I recommend that the charters of these banks, which 
have so acted, be repealed, for this gross and unjustifiable 
violation of this salutary law. I have also been informed, 
that certain banks in the city of Philadelphia have neglected 
or refused to observe the provisions of the 42d section of the 
act of 1 6th A prii 1 838, relative to the rotation and election of 
bank directors. 1'his law, I ragard as wise and salutary, 
and tf it should appear on inquiry that it has been wilfully 
disregarded by any bank or banks subject to its operation, I 
respectfully suggest the propriety of passing such a law on 
the subject, as will efiTectoally prevent future violations, and 
punish past transgressions. 

Saving" Inititutionu and Loan Cowpaniet^ 

Saving institutions and loan companies have increased 
greatly in number and importance in this commonwealth^ 
within a few years. Great complaints have been made, 
especially in the city of Philadelphia, against their mode 
o( doing business. It is said that they, or some of them, 
have taken illegal and usurious rates of interest — that 
they have dealt oppressively, and illegally vtilh their 
debtors and customers — and that they have contributed, in 
some measure, to aggravate the evils and embarrassments 
produced by the conduct of the banks. I recommend strict 
inquiry into those and other allegations against them, and 
if found to be well grounded, that the charters of all that 
have thus acted be repealed. It is not to be tolerated, that 
these creatures of legislation, should set the laws at defiance. 

A Lav for the Prevention and Puniahment of Praudt. 

I also recommend the passage of a law for the more ade* 
qnate prevention and punishment of ftauds and fraudulent 
breaches of trust by officers of banks, collectors of public 
tolls, and all other receivers and disbursers of public moneys. 
Uecent experience has shown, that civil liabilitieauire alto- 
gether insufficient to protect the public from fraud and 
imposition by these several classes of ofiScers. I am not, in 
general, in favor of multiplyina: penal laws, but the peculiar 
temptations afiforded to these officers to transgress their duty, 
and the hope of impunity, arising from the mere civil re- 
sponsibility to which they are subjected, call for the special 
interposition of the legislature. Instances of delinquencies 
have occurred within a short period, in which not only has 
the commonwealth most probably sustained considerable 
leases, but numerous private persons, little able to bear the 
consequences, have been deeply affected, and in some cases 
entirely ruined. The perpetrators of these deeds should be 
taught, that our penitentiaries were constructed for the re- 
ception of inmates like themselves. 

M Bankt on same batis. 

Considering the various banks in the commonwealth, 
incorporated at different times, on different principles, and 
of widely different amounts of capital, it might perhia|is seem 
expedient to some, that 1 should recommend discriminating 
legislation, applicable in its penal consequences tosooieaad 
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not to mil tho btnka alike. It will be seen that Mveral of 
HIT recommondationa though cxpresaed in general terms, 
wiU operate on particular banks onlj. I have not been able 
to perceive any good reason for making discriminating re- 
commendations. I think on the contrary, all banka in a 
sound condition should stand on the same basis, and be 
subjecf to the same general regulations, ^'uch of my re- 
commenJations, as are applicable to particular banks, are 
intended to bring all, within the operation of the same rules 



I beg leave to refer you to the message which I had Ik* 
honor to transmit to the last legislature, on the 36th Janv* 
aiy, 1839, as containing a full and eipUdt exposation of 
my views on the general subject of our inttmal improve> 
ments, and to the report of the canal conuniflsioncta Csr m 
detailed statement of the operations upon them, daring the 
past year, together with their condition at the present time; 
It is due to those officers to a^ate, that their duty has been 
performed with much ability and efficiency, and that Ibcir 



and restrictiona, The laws should be made strong enough j pinions and recommendations aie entitled to respcdfol 
to control the most powerful, they will then be sure to be ; consideration. On this occasion I will merely refei to such 
strong enough to control the weaker one^. The principle | facts and considerationa, connected with thia subject* as ap- 
of bonking on a large or a small capital, is precisely the j pear to me to be easentiid to the proper underalandiwy of ila 
same in iu influence, except the di0erence in degree, upon j nature and bearing. 

the human character. The greatest gain at the leaat expenae, | The inlomal improvements of this commo n wealth have 
is the ruUng motive of action in both, and sways with tlie | been constructed at an aggregate coal of twenty-aix and n 
same power, the bank of one hundred thousand dotlara capi« half millions of dollaiss — aikl when we consider thai the 
tal in a country village, as the one of so many millions in a ; surface of our territory is diveraifted aod broken by bqbicp* 
graat commercial metropolis. The whole difierenoe consists  ous chains of mountains, and by rivers, to n greater degree 
in the influence and power of these respective institutions, than that of almost any state in the Union, we must regard 
I think Uie rcoommcndation I have made if incorporated ! our system of internal oommanicalion, vndeitaken by m 
into the charters of the most powerful I aoks in the common- community distinguished for its prudence, economy, and 
wealth, will bring them within the immediate reach of the Kunplidty of character, as standing without n paraUel ia 
legislature and the kw. In that condition, they will be modem times. The enteiprise and perKverance ef the 
humbled in their lawless pretrn»ions, and stripped of their people of Pennsylvania have enabled them to achieve these 
ability to set at naught as they have done, the will of the astonishing triumphs over the barriers of nature* and the 
people. Aa we cannot get rid of the banks altogether, with- ' obstacles incident to their condition more formidable atiU. 
out the motft serious losses and inconveniences to the public The great system originally piojected, is almost completed. 
— ^the extent of which can be but imperfirctly computed, j In its progrrss, it h«s been subjected to few other flactna* 
when we consider that it would most certainly reduce our tions, and drawbacks, than ariae £rom pecuniary embaiiasn 
drculaling medium very considerably, and that the inevitable ' ments, and from these errors ef judgment, aod arctdents 
consequence of such reduction must lie to depreciate our of leglslatton that are to be naturally expected, from the 
larm-lands to one half perhaps of present value, and all other want of experience on the part of thooe who disected ite 
property in the same proportion ; increase, in efiect, our * operations, and from tlie numerous eonHicttag local iaiereita 
state debt in a corrcspooding raiio, and individual debts in ^ that prevailed in the legisbtnie. On the whole, lh«>ngb 
a like relative degree ; I £iid in tho»e things motives of no | some works have been undertaken of doubtful pobcj at the 
slight weight to my mind for urging steadiaatly upon the j tioie : though large aome of money have been expended oa 
le^lature, the adopii«in of the suggestions and measures, i sMne which otight never to have liecn commenced ; and 
which I have proposed, or at least, if other measures shoulti ' though the co^ts of those of unqnestiencd ntility, has heea 
aeem to them prvferable, that they should be those of a ; &r greater than it would be, if the same wotk was to be 
kindred bearing. ' done under all L*ie advantages of our present ezpcffienea, we 

CiMng^ remark en £aut9.  have yet perhaps as much cause to be autprked aft oar good, 

I dismisB tie further consideration of our banking system, ■• ^ ^^J "' ** *"^*" #.u* i k rn^ _, .__j 

fully convinced of its manifold iraperieciions and abuses; : '«* aformer part ofthvnirn^i, I ^ ru^roj^aiMrf ear 

and reiterating the hope and the aMurance, that this Icgis P?*"* fiMn«al embarraasmcnts. I have rtaled Uie ^Munt 

kture will not separate, till thorough and seaichtng reform, «««»«▼ »•• »«* *« P«w«l«l to meet the anavoida hle de- 

haa hunted out iU imperfect iona, aod corrccted iU abu5esL ™P5» «f « ]"»^ *» «» ensumg year^Onr wnditwo 

It is fortatate for the |ublic that the banks have either fennda the undertakmg of all new works, and empbalicay 

voluntarilT, or in the natund course of their own dcfecUve »»^'f*^ ^ ™** careful h^iidiy ef ^^J^^'^^^ 

orsanixatkMi, placed themselves in a condition, where they whtion to the payment of the mtorat on UiepoMic Ml, 

n<A onlv cannot dispute the policv and justice of reform, r?^,!^'*^? ^ *« W«~{«^»J«»^ning d«,a nnliioD 

but miBt in self defence, allege the truth of the verv doe- « doUais atkast, w* he ■^'^ » ."f ^ /T," ? *?* i**" 

trinea, on this subject, for which the friends of refonn have "raj^y**^; for a saUsfcctoiy expianalion ef wM, I ic^ yoo 

long frvitleaslv contended. Time and necessiiy are power- to the rynt of the einal commiasK meifc I n view ef this 

lul reaiooen.' In this instance, they have convinced even "^leof thmga, theqnertmnB Jirtmrt^^ceM 

those who were interested to resirt their convictions and I Wure, whethw tbewwts no wwprog rMS of r omp letwm diall 

aocoidinglv trust, the legUUture will proceed at once, and or iMI not be finij»ed at ^ pseeent tim e Y ^^ 

coorageooslv, to the accomplishiDcnt of thv great, salutary. "*• "*** arreral tanes of improvcaBeats,lbe foOowmsi 

•Ad ioQg expected work. of money have been appropriated and neariy expeirfed, 

^ The Iht^€ Imtprwv^mrmn. I Erie extension. $l,56<,666 S6 

The public improvements of this commoaweahh. cnnsli- ' ^J!^ Branch extenaoa 1 Me,966 66 

tuting one of its principal rvsouices. as well as obyecta of ^,2*!"*^ TZ!i«^ .j o^ .^ VJ^^ S 

ex^ituie, musTbe iJruded as a subject hard.v^econd R«a to avwd mchned plane at CoJumbm, 199/lUO 00 

in importance to the financea. lliis s> stem has gradoalhr By die mosS carela] estimate of the cost ofeooipkCms tbeae 




grownup to its present magnitude wnhin the last fifteen several lines, the foUoaing wins will be requirBdy in addition 
reais. The internal improTements of Feansvlvania now i to the apf^ropriaikms abeady aiade, via 



consist of the following number of mikw in actual oprfa* ^ For the Erie extension, f2.U4j5S7 65 



tion. to wit : 6v S} milta of canal and slack vrater nax^a^ For die North Brandt i iHais m , 2,lMj»S 54 

tion. and 1 IS miie^ of railroad, making ti>«etber 7«6J miles For the \* isreujsco feeder. 166,196 4S 

completed and now in we— ^vCf milea of canal and i4sck And for road to avwd iadiaed plane at 
water navtffatix>n havr^ been commenced, and are in a state , CohunNa, 91,144 97 

of consideraKe proervas. rrv>m th&« ftaaeeaeni it b evident* thai tbcvU tlw Itvafe- 

The tv>Uowtnf nuaiber of milf«» have been aasf i e ft >W»t tare dsemauie to sasfwttd the mnt^iffiMin of thme wvfcik the 
after eti^ndituras to n»me auMMint have been aaade upon « mm ef ^^.ac^a>3 » «s]mded «« dken wil he leal- ar 



them, to wit: forrr-eevm milea of cnaal and abwk waiar 1 shouU it be d c tseu Mn e d to aww^ fa ih w nh to liir 
navigatwa. and twenty two^nilaaefiailioad. | ef ihenv theM«tel$4A»,5<a TV wiB be 
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purpoM. Upon a full considermtion of all these citeumatances, 
together with the additional fact, that these reipective worka 
will be worthieas, till the whole of each is finished, it is for 
the legislature to decide what coune sound policy and official 
duty call on them to adopt. The whole of these lines might 
be completed, if sufficient money be appropriated at (his ses- 
aibn, within two yean; and a portion of them during the ap- 
proaching sumrner. 

In addition to the (otegtAag works in a state of progress, 
the following have been suspended by tlie legislature, after 
expending on each the sums respectively set down, viz : 

Gettysburg raUroad, #666,666 67 

6innemahoning extension of the West 

Branch Canal, 164,0 00 

Albgheny feeder, 30,0^0 00 

It will not, I presume, be thought advisaUe by any one, 
to re-commence any of these works under existing circum- 
The first has most probably , been suq)ended forever. 



Important bilU to bs paued earlier in the Settion, 

I took occasion in both my inaugural address and in the 
meeaage of the 26th of January last, before referred to, lo an- 
nounce it clearly as my deliberate opinion, t^at after the com- 
pletion of the works then io a state of progress, and so far 
advanced as to render it less wise to suspend than to prose- 
cate them with vigour, it would be time to pause in ourca- 
reer, and wait the further extension q( our improvement 
■yateni, until we judge of it by its fruits. The experience of 
the paat year, has greatly strengthened this opinion, and sat- 
isfied my mind beyond all doubt of the manifest impolicy of 
undertaking any new works, whatever, at the present con- 
jonctuie. I deem it an act eif simple justice to the legislature 
to appriso them that this is my thorough conviction of duty. 
Should the legislature think proper, to prosecute the works 
now in progress to immediate completion, I respectfully sug^ 
gest the propriety, of providing, at once for the whole amount 
leqniredf so as to enable the canal eommiasionerB to execute 
Chem in the speediest and cheapest manner ; and also I woukl 
fbrther suggest the mistaken policy of pos^Kmlng the passage 
of so important a bill, as that for prosecuting and repairing 
the puWie improvements until the close of the session. Much 
is lost by the deby, and nothing gained. By this procras- 
tinatioci, not only is invaluable time lost, but bills are some- 
tioies necessarily permitted to become hwsthat do not meet 
the entire approbation of all departments of the government, 
whose duty it is to sanction them. Such was the case with 
the act of 1 9th July, 1899, entitled, '* An act to provide for 
the repnirs of the several lines of canal and railrMd and to 
eontinne the improvements of the state." TThat very impor- 
tant bill did not pass, until the last day of the session of the 
legislatiire, and it was not presented to me for my signaturo 
until the legislature had actually adjourned rine die. Had 
it been presented to me during the sitting of the legislature, 
I frankly say to yon, it would not have received the exec- 
utive approbation. But when it came into my hands. 
there was no remedy : I vras compelled to make a choice be^ 
tween what I regarded as evils, either to refuse my assent to 
it and suspend the prosecution of the public improvements^ 
not only those in course of constraction, but to anest those 
in a stato of use— or to q>prove of it, though conferring oer- 
tain highly objectionable powera and privileges on the banks 
taking the loan authorixeu. I held it under consideration for 
neariy a month and was finally induced to sign it in order 
to prevent the serious evils that would have resulted to the 
bosiness of the countiy, and the character of our public im- 
provements, had there been no provision made to repair and 
continue operations on them at all. 

The same panmount consideration also induced me to take 
the loan authorized from the Bank of the United States of 
Pennsylvania, which institution, as was to be supposed, 
would seek to avail itself of any advantage the legislature had 
bsstowed on those who furnished the loan. Every other ex- 
pedient to procure the money was first tried. The usual 
advertisements of the loans produced no bidders— >lettore ad- 
dressed to all t}ie banks in. the city of Philadel|^ia lud no 
better success. In this emergency, the- only alternatives pre- 
sented were Mther to suspend opetations on all our improve- 



ments, stop the locomotives and draw ihe water ofi* the canals, 
or to obtain the loan authorized by the bill, from the Bank of 
the United States. I reluctantly adopted the latter, believing 
it to be, as a questioi^ rather of expediency than of constitu- 
tional principle, more conformablo to my duty than the for- 
mer. 

To afTord hereaflcr a reasonable opportunity lo the execu* 
tive, as well as to the two houses of the legislature, to consider 
and todecide upon whatever bills relative to tiie public improve- 
ments and to loans may pass those bodies, I hope they \i ill 
be presented to me in time to act in concert witli them, or to 
enable them to judge for themselves in their constitutional- 
capacity, whenever the provisions of such laws do not happen 
to meet my entire appr(»bation. Thus only can the indepen- 
dence of each department be preserved, without doing so at 
the expense of die public interests, and thus alone can tlie 
responsibility of each to the people be rigidly enforced, with- 
out casting a portion Of it on the other. I shall never shun 
any respouMbility, whatever, that justly devolves upon me, 
but I do not desire to be placed in a situation, as a public of- 
ficer, where I must approve or disapprove of particular mea- 
sures, not on the ground of their intrinsic merits or demerits* 
but because, by the action of a co-ordinato branch of the gov- 
ernment, I have been precluded from a free and unfettered 
course of conduct. This certainly does not accord with the 
true spirit of our government 

IIov are the debtt to be paid ? — Taxation, 

Keeping in view these various circumstances and interests, 
the question is now presented to the consideration of the 
legislature, how is the money to be procured, to pay the 
interest on the state debt ; to meet the several loans falling 
due ; and to defray the other necessary expenditures of the 
commonwealth 1 However formidable the difficulties we 
must encounter, there is no avenuJe of escape from these re- 
sponsibilities left opei^ us. We must meet them without 
shrinking, or postponement. The sum of (2,C00,000, must 
be' obtained for the ensuing year, and perhaps an equal 
amount for the year following. By the sale of the stock held 
by the commonwealth, in the Bank of Pennsylvania, Phila- 
delphia Bank, and Farmera' and Mechanics' Bank the sum 
of two millions one hundred and eight thousand seven hun- 
dred doUara may be realized, but it will require time to cany 
this operation into effect The sum of $6tl0,000 must be 
had on or before the firet day of next month, and the balance 
during the remainder of the year. Nothing can be expected 
from other sources— even new loans would, periiaps, fail to 
answer the purpose in the present exigency. What then 
remains to be done ? My own deliberate opinion is, that, 
resort to taxation, provided that it shall be so regulated as to 
bear with as little hardship as possible on the people, is the 
only possible remedy to extricate the commonwealth from 
tlie embarrassments by which we find her surrounded. 

In stating to the legislature the general resources of the 
^bimonwedth I feel it to be my duty to refer you, without 
recommending it, to another remedy, which may put the evil 
day off for a time, should the legislature think proper to adopt 
it By the act incorporating the Bank of the United States, 
that institution is bound to loan to the commonwealth 
at four per cent, interest, six millions of doUan when- 
ever required liy law. It vrill be for the legislature, after ex- 
amining into its conduct and condition, if texation be deemed 
impolitic, to determine whether this sum shall lie called for 
from that bank — and if so, to appropriate the same specifically, 
to the payment of the interest on the stoto debt, and to the im- 
mediate completion of the main lines of canal imdercontract, 
and in a state of forwardness, and to no other purposes whatever. 
In expressing my own opinion in favour of a resort to taxa- 
tion, I do it with no inconsiderable degree of reluctance ; but 
it must be obvious to every citizen of the commonwealth, that 
his house, his fiirm, and bis property are all pledged, beyond 
possibility of release to the ultimate payment of the state 
debt, and the interest thereon accruing, agreeably to the slqK 
ulation with the loan holders. Nor is this the worst view 
j of our situation. The steto has bean actoally compounding, 
for yean past, from a million to a million and a half of int^ 
rest annually, and the question is now submitted whether 
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■re thus to continue adding half yearly, this enorroous amount 
of interest to the principal of our state debt, and continue in 
the pusUlanimoui course of policy, from year to year, of shuf- 
fling off the evil day, and entailing thii frightful legacy on pos- 
terity. It is a reproach on the people of Pennsylvania to sup- 
pose they can be longer kept in the dark, in regard to the sit- 
uation in which we find them. 

All they want to know, to ensure a ready compliance with 
the indinpensable call upon their patriotism, is to know the 
necessity of the measure. The experience of more than half 
a century, fortifies me in the belief, that the good senSe of tlie 
people of this great commonwealth, is rarely appealed to in vam. 
In assuming the responsibility of recommending this measure, 
I am fully sensible of what is to be encountered, and aware 
of the consequences that are to follow ; and if in this expreso 
eion of the honest convictions of my own mind, and the fear- 
leas discharge of the duties incumbent on me, I shall not be 
bourne out by my fellow-citizens, I shall at least have the 
consolation to know, that I have done that which I conscien- 
tiously believe to be right, and which I think will bear the 
reflection of after years. The time for evasion is gone ; the 
public mind has been too long fed with miserable expedients. 
The time for action is at hand. Our country expects every 
man to do his duty, and he that has not nene enough for the 
crisis, should give place to those better fitted for the emer- 
gency. IVcither the present legislature, nor myself, had any 
thing to do with contmcting this debt — it is fixed on us by 
those who have gone before us; and the same lule of pru- 
dence and sound policy that would govern the conduct of a 
a private individual holds equally good in the case of the com- 
monwealth, under this state of things. The private individ- 
ual would tax his industry and his property to the utmost, to 
pay off a debt, and the interest upon it, that was consuming 
the avails of his industry and his substance— so, also, it eeems 
tome, should the representatives of awise and judicious peo- 
ple. Taxation would pay the intenA^ it would eventually' 
ponstiluta a sinking fund to pay off the principal of the Stale 
debt, and should be continued till the income of the public 
improvements would render longer taxation unnecessary. 
The crisis demands the exercise of the most far-reaching sa- 
gacity — the calmest judgment, and the most fearless patriot- 
Ism. I am sure the legislature will meet in the right spirit, to 
disarm it of its perils. Coming, as you do, fi'om all quarters 
of the State, and possessing a more intimate knowledge of 
the circumstances and wants of the people, than I can, I most 
cheerfully surrender this important subject to you, satisfied 
that prudence and justice will direct your action upon it. 

Corporation a. 

Among other subjects of much importance to the people 
that will claim your attention, is the creating, renewing and 
aupervising of corporations. These institutions in a greet 
pleasure, the contrivance of modern times, have become, 
within the last half century, multiplied to an extent never 
dreamed of before. There is scarcely any branch of bflP 
neaa or pursuits of life, into which they have not, directly 
or indirectly ent^ red. Corporations may be divided into 
two general classes, — tlio^ cstablitshcd for public purposes 
—and those for purposes of a private nature. There is 
another species of corporations, including banks, 8ic., that 
partake of the nature of both these classes, but being mainly 
established to promote individual interest, they belong es- 
aentially !o the second. The first class, consisting of those 
for religious purposes, as churches, for the promotion of the 
arts and sciences, as colleges, acadernics, medical univer- 
aitiea, &c., &c. , &c., for purposes of internal communication, 
as turnpikes, bridges, milroads, canals, &c., Sec, and in 
short, for all great purposes of public utility, to the attain- 
ment of which, individual means and extensions are wholly 
inadequate, doubtless under proper and judicious regulations 
subjecting them to the control of the legislature, are to be 
encouraged and sustained. The other class, embraeing 
thoae principally established for purposes of a private nature, 
ought either not to be increased in numbers at all, or only 
when imperative necessity demands it— -and then, under the 
post inflexible guanls and restrictions. 

^^alatioD has, within lh« last few years, departed widely 



from that republican simplicity that ought to cbancteriae  
free government. Privileges belonging to all the cttixena 
alike have been specially delegated to small aasociatioBs ; 
a few persons collectivelr have been invested by acts of a*' 
sembly, with powers ana immuniiica denied to tlie rest of 
the community, and thus have numerous monetpoliea been 
created not only to rival, but to trample down all individaal 
efforts and enterprise. The creation of one corpormtien, 
has been the signal for creating others as eompetitois, until 
the system has reached a point that calla on the legislatore to 
pause. It may be improper to interfere with those already 
in existence, unless their own misconduct requires h, or ex- 
perience shows tliat the security of the public good calls fat 
such interference. Ii is high time, however, that the system 
itself on which they were created, should be brought within 
the wholesome influence of reform. Let the increase of cor- 
porations bereafler be limited to cases of undoubted public uti- 
lity, wl'.ere inilividual capital and enterprise aresufiicient to 
accomplish the object intended, and let the power of the le- 
gislature to control or abolish them be at all times expressly 
reserved. A system resting on opposite principles most 
eventually transfer nearly all the powen and autfaoritiea of 
the legislature, as well as the business of the people to eor- i 
porate bodies, and thus silently but eflectuadly achieve a 
revolution in our civil relations ; for if the obligationa of 
men, may be converted into those of a limited and atiificial 
nature instead of a direct personal responsibility, it is mani- 
fest that the very elementary principles of society arechang- 
ed. We shall be constrained under such change, to readi 
the citizen, not by the immediate personal process of the 
law, but by its clumsy indirect application to him in an ideal 
state of existence, created by legislation and rendered inde* 
pendent of the usual responsibility of the membera of society. 
This is the condition of things, complicated and clogged fay 
corporate exceptions and privileges, towards which our re- 
cent system of legislation on this subject, has been hastening 
us, and at which we shall sooner or later arrive, unleos it be 
abandoned. Events that have transpired around as within 
the last few years, have justly awakened us to our truesitua^ 
tion. The lessons of experience will not surely be lost. 

Education. 

The subject of education has necesaarily and properiy oc- 
cupied much of the time and attention of onr legislatures to 
enable them to carry out the constttotional injunctions on 
that subject; and we have in operation a system, which al- 
though by no meana perfect, is certainly equal to that in force 
in most of onr sister states. It still needs those improve- 
ments which experience pronounces necessary to cure its de- 
fects. The principal inconvenience now experienced in the 
system is the want of competent teachera: who should be 
Pennsylvenians in habits, education and principle. l*his 
want will probably be continually felt, mitil the inducement 
of more adequate compenoation shall be offered, and when 
the higher qualifications required in teaeliers shall elevate 
them to that proper rank and estimation in society, which the 
instructor of youth should always occupy . 

We are also in need of a proper system of school books to 
be used in our schools, and which should be composed by 
competent persons for the instruction of the youth^f Penn- 
sylvania. Such a course as would tend properly to impress 
our youth with a due regard for our own commonwealth, 
would endear her to their hearU. Her position, wealth, and 
intelligence ; the admirable and free system of her laws ; her 
unwavering I atrioiism and devotion to republican principles ; 
her distinguibhed philanthrophy and benevolence, entitle her 
in a pre eminent degree to the love and veneration of her 
children, who should be early taught properly to ffstimat^ her 
great characteristics. 

Our colleges are in successful operation, and by the aid 
afforded them, firom the treasury of the commonwealth, are 
accompli* hing much good. Our counW academies ara, from 
the suno source of aid, aflording the advantages of the higher 
branches of elementary educiition, in almost wwr oountv in 
the s|ate. tosuch as seek to fit themselves for.entilrinir oureol- 
leges; and by no means the leost important institnttoiia. coo- 
oectfd with the sdocaiion of youth, are th9 frmaleaniiinarics 
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which, of late jean, have been apiingiog up over the com- 
monwealth, and are likewise the objects of legislative bounty. 
The importance of female education, will always be sensibly 
felt upon the rising generation ; and mothers well instructed 
in the ordinary branches of education, will seldom suffer their 
children to grow up in ignorance. With intelligent mothers, 
followed and seconded in their efforts, by competent and well 
instructed teachers, we shall soon see an intelligent and well 
informed population filling our beloved commonwealth, and 
giving her, in an intellectual point of view, that rank and sta- 
tion to which she is justly entitled. I shall be glad at all 
times to co-operate with the legislature, in any proper mea* 
flures calculated to improve the moral and intellectual condi- 
tion of our citizens, as we, thereby, rear the most enduring 
pillars for the support of our political edifice, in all its strength, 
heauty, and grandeur. 

The report of the superintendent of common schools, will 
inform you of the operation of our common school system in 
its details, with his views in regard to the improvement of the 
system, and tlffe best means of accomplishing it. 

JutHciartf. 

The amended constitution was adopted by the people upon 
the 9th day of October, 1838. It provides for a new mode 
of appointing the jadges of our courts, and changes their ten- 
Jon from that of good behaviour to a term of years, if they 
shall behave themselves welL There is a marked difference 
in the language of the schedule to that instrument, when speak- 
ing of the judges of the supreme court, and the oiher judges 
of the Commonwealth. The former were to be graded as 
to the expiration of their offices, by the date of their commis- 
sions upon the 1st day of January, 1839. Vacancies in other 
judicial stations occurring after the adoption of the amend- 
ments, and before thelst of January, 1839, were not provided 
ibr by that instrumMR, " as no oonunisBions were provided 
lor, or continued in force by it, excepting such as were in be- 
ing at the adoption of the amendments of the constitution." 
Consequently all appointments made of such judges, between 
the 9th of October, 1838, and 1st January, 1839, only endured 
until the latter day, and were then annulled by the new con- 
stitution, going into effect, except where otherwise provided 
lor in that instrument. 

It is always a subject of regret to see management made use 
of to defeat the expressed will of the people, and it is seldom 
snooea^ul. Shortigr before the 1st of January, 1839, two of 
the president jadges of judicial districts resigned their offices, 
sad were re^ommisaianed on the day following their resig- 
natioDS, to hold their offices, " so long as they behave them- 
selves welL" I deemed it my duty to direct proceedings to 
be instituted in the Supreme Court against them. One of 
them died pending the proceeding, and the other was ousted 
by the judgment of the court, and his place has been sup- 
plied by a new appointment 

In relation to the associate judges, there were numerous 
instances of resignations between the adoption of the a^pnd- 
eJ constitution and the fir»t of January, 1 839, and others 
were commissioned in their places to hold during good be- 
haviour. According to the decision of the Supreme Court in 
** The Commonwealth vs. Collins," these commissions ex- 
pired on the latter day — and there were two instances in 
which appointments were made on the 1 4th of January, 
1839, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to 
All vacancies occasioned by resignations mode on or after the 
1 St of January, 1 839. The commissions for these two judges 
were issued to hold their offices for five years, if tbey so long 
behaved themselves well. The whole proceeding 1 have al- 
ways trsated as a discreditable attempt to tamper with, and 
give a political character to the judiciary, and has no parallel 
in the history of our countfy, but in the memorable appoint- 
ments known as the " midnight judges," mide on the 3d of 
March 1801. The object of the prooeeding. undoubtedly, 
was to prevent the classification of the assocmte judges, which 
the constitution contemplated, and, if so, was a firawd upon 
the people of the commonwealth. I beg leave to call the at- 
tention of the legislature to the &cts, ami if their views shall 
eoiiicide with mine. 1 think sound policy, as well as sound 
morality, requires that a supplement should be passed to Uie 



act of 20th June, 1839, classifymg the associate judges, by 
which, provision should be made, that all associate judges, 
commissioned since the adoption of the constitution, on the 
9th of October, 1838, should only hold until the time w^en 
the commissions of the persons in whose | 'laces, respectively, 
tbey were appointed, would have expired. Every thing like 
management in the appointment of judges, to prolong tl.eir 
terms, contrary to the obvious meaning and intent of the 
constitution, diould be discountenanced, as calculated to un* 
dermine and shake public confidence in the integrity of the 
judiciaiy. 

Since the executive department of the government has 
been committed to my hands, all vacancies which have oc- 
cuned in the offices of associate judges, except during the 
recess of the Senate, have beeir filled by commissions to ex- 
pire when those of their predecessors would have expired, 
under the amended constitution. This, I apprehend, is the 
precise meaning and intent of the constitution, otherwise the 
classification directed by that instrument, coi^ld be broken up 
and defeated, at the will and pleasure of the executive. 

The only office lemsining in Pennsylvania, in which the 
tenure is limited by good behaviour alone, is that of notary 
public, authorized by the act of assembly, passed 5th March, 
1791. As all offices of that tenure, provided for in the con- 
stitution of 1790. have been abolished by the adoption of the 
amendments to that instrument, a regard to consistency would 
seem to require that there should be no statutory office, of an 
unlimited duration, as to tenure. The number in each coun- 
ty, except Philadelphia, being limited by the provisions of 
the act, to three, and some of the number being now super- 
annuated, or otherwise incapable of discharging the duties of 
the office; and towns and villages having sprung up, requir- 
ing frequently the services of a notary public, where appoint- 
ments cannot be made without exceeding the number limited 
to the county, legislative action on the subject appears to be 
necessary. 

Election Diftricis. 

On the 1 6th day of June, 1836, an act was passed, entitled, 
'* An act to fix the number of senators and representatives, 
and form the State into districts, in purpuance of the provi- 
sions of the constitution," which provided for the election of 
thirty-three senators in twenty-three districts, into which that 
act divided the state. The whole number of taxables in tho 
state, as returned to the secretary of the commonwealth, was 
309,43 l^which, fixing the representatives at one hundred, 
and the aenators at thirty three, would entitle 3,094 taxables 

^o a representative, and 9,376 to a senator. There have been 
uniformly great complaints of the inequality of representation 
under this law, both as to the senators and representatives, 
and in regard to the latter, there was a positiTe violation of 
the CQn8tituti<m of the commonwealth. By the 4 th section 
of the 1st article of the constttuticn of 1790, tfhich remains 

' unaltered, it is provided that the apportionment shall be made 
" among the city of Philadelphia, and the several counties, 
according to the number of taxable inhabitants in each," and 
that ** each county shall have at least one representative, but 
no county hereafter elected shall be entitled to a separate re- 
presentation, until a sufikient number of taxable inhabitants 
shall be contained within it, to entitle them to a separate re- 
presentation, agreeably to the ratio which shall then be ee- 
tal>lished."' Agreeably to the return made, as aforesaid, the 
number of taxable inhabitants were, in the county of Bedford, 
4,712_in Bradford, 4,721-^in Columbia, 4,8 1 8— yet to the 
first named county, having the smallest number of taxables, 
two members were given, while to each of the last named 
counties, having a larger number of taxables, but one mem- 
ber is allowed ; and the same palpable and unwarrantable 
violations of the contntitution chaiacterize many of the other 
apportionments made by said act. P(or u this all — the coonty 
of Mifflin was in existence, as a county, when the coostita- 
tion of 1790 was adopted, and was entitled to a representa- 
tive in the legislature, which, by this act, was not allowed to 
her; but she and Juniata county, which had formed part of 
her territory, are coupled in a district with the county of 
Union. It is therefore respectfully submitted, that a due re- 
gard to the provisions of the constitution, and the rights of 
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the people, imperiously require the enactment of a law for a 
new apportionment of the representatives and senators, a& 
cording to the number of taxable inhabitants. 

Reporter — CoHrt»» 

In Pennsylvania it has been a source of complaint that 
the decisions of our supreme court are not reported by a regu- 
larly appointed reporter. It may be worthy of inquiry 
whether some provision ought not to be made by law, for 
regulating the manner of reporting those decisions, by an of- 
ficer who shall be responsible to the commonwealth, for the 
manner in which the work shall be performed. 

The number of cases taken up on writs of error, and by 
appeal from the inferior courts to the supreme court, has 
greatly increased of late years. An inquiry into the causes 
which have induced this increase, as well as what means had 
better be adopted to enable the court in the last resort to 
decide with due care and deliberation, all the cases of suffi- 
cient importance to be brought before them, may be produc- 
tive of much good to the administration of justice. 

There are some parts of our system of administering jus- 
tice, which will perhaps require legitJative action, in order 
to correct evils existing in practice, and daily felt by suitors 
and others interested in their proceedings. ' 

The present organization of the courts in the city and 
county of Philadelphia, does not seem to answer the purpo- 
ses intended. The vast increase of business thrown on 
the courts of civil jurisdiction by the Act of 14th April, 
1834, giving them almost as unlimited equity powers as the 
courts of chancery elsewhere possess, as well as the increase 
growing out of the augmented populstion and business of 
that city and its adjoining districts have overloaded their 
dockeii with causes, which the judges by tlieir utmost indus- 
try cannot keep down. So nothing should be done to pre- 
vent the delay now experienced by suitors in those courts, 
and what the corrective should be, is submitted to the legis- 
lature. 

The court of criminal sessions of the city and county 
of Philadelphia, also, requires that legislative attention 
ahoukl be called to it. It possesses, now an anomalous 
character, and only exercises a part of the criminal jurisdic- 
tion of that city and county. The whole criminal jurisdic- 
tion could, perhaps, be better vested in the court of oyer 
and terminer and general jail delivery, and court of quarter 
sessions of the peace ; and a court of civil jurisdiction crea- 
ted for the purpose, cuukl exercise all the powers now ex- 
ercised by the court of common pleas, and perhaps dispose 
of part of the business which now accumulates in the district 
court. Such a course, by a better distribution of the duties 
of the court, would add nothing to the present expense, and 
would probably correct the evDs and unneceasary expenses, 
now incurred by a defective organization and arrangement. 

Jtirori. 

There is, however, another subject to which I beg leave 
especially to call your attention. In certain counties in | 
Pennsylvania, attempts have been made to tamper with the ' 
jury box, and give a political aspect to the selection of | 
persons for jurors. This is an evil which should not for 
a moment be tolerated. The trial by jury is one of the in- ' 
iraloable rights of freemen, and the attempt to give a party , 
character to the selection of jurors, unless promptly checked, I 
will ultimately destroy all confidence in the tribunal. Let ' 
provision be made by law to preclude the possibility of en- 1 
eroachmenton this most wise and venerable of all human and ' 
social institutions, and protect this long boasted bulwark of i 
liberty from tlie prostitution to the basest purposes. One | 
of the causes specially assigned for our ** Declaration of In- ' 
dependence,'' was the ** depriving us of the right of trial by 
jury.*' Vein indeed have been the efforts of the sages of 
the Revolution to restore the invaluablo right, if we silently 
look on and permit it thus to be wrested from us. Every 
Blate in the Union has emphatically engrailed on her oonsti- 
totion " that the trial by juiy shall be preserved forever , 
inviohte.'* No one is safo in his life, his liberty, or bis • 
properly in thb state of things. I therefore respectfully re- , 
commend, that it be made the duty of the judges of the courts 



of common pleas, or some two of them, and the sheriff an* 
nually, to select the jurors in open court, and that the drawing 
of the same from time to time, shall be by them also done in 
open court ; or that such other provision be made by law 
as you in your wisdom shall think best, to restore pobUe 
confidence to the exercise of this venerated and dearly cher* 
tshed right, and to preserve the purity of the trial by jury 
from suspicion. 

Collateral Inheritanctt, 

There are many instances in which the laws relative to 
collateral inheritances have not been observed, and in which 
the payment of considerable sums of money, rightfully be- 
Idnging to tlie state, is evaded. It is, therefore, respectfully 
suggested that the registers of wills be enjoined by law, to 
inquire of all executors and administrators on oath at the 
time of granting letters, whether the estate of their testator 
or intestate will be, in their opinion, the subject of the laws 
relative to collateral inheritances, and that the register give 
notice of all such to the attorney general, 4^r his deputy, 
whose duty it shall be to make a record thereof^ and enforce 
the collection from time to time, and of the money arising 
therefrom. 

The Militia, 

The militia of the commcnwealih are enrolled as required 
by law, with the exception of some portions of the stale, in 
which the difficulties exist in procuring officers to perform 
that duty. 1'he mililia system is a tax to a considerable 
amount upon the stale treasury, which might be considerably 
lessened if the adjutant general were charged with the doty ci 
personally superintending the system in its details, and pro- 
periy compensated therefor. Legislative attention is reques- 
ted to this subject The due enrolment, officering, and 
classification of the militia, should b% continued, and en- 
couragement held out to volunteers, and the days of militia 
trainings might be advantageously reduced to one in tha 
year. 

Our General jRelaiitu* 

Nothing has occurred since the meeting of the last legis- 
lature, to disturb or affect the relations of Pennsylvania as a 
member of the Union. The government of the United 
States has continued to be administered by the wise and 
distinguished statesman at Its head, vrith his accustomed 
ability and fidelity. In the high and responsible position 
which he occupies, he has fully justified the best hopes oC 
our citizens, by whose free suffii^es he has been elevated to 
the station which he so well fills. 

Senator United Statet^ 

By an act entitled " an act relating to the elections of 
this commonwealth," approved 2d July last, no provlaon 
appears to have been made for the election of a f cnator to 
represent this state, in the senate, of the United S^tates, at 
any other time than on the second Tuesday in Janoary, 
next preceding the expuration of the constitutional term of 
a senator, imless informed by the governor that a vacancy 
exists. By reason of which I have supposed it proper to 
inform you that a vacancy docs exist, in the represe nta tion 
of this state, in the senate of the Uniteid Stalea. 

Loan by Girard Sank. 

By the terms of the loan ncgotialed with Girard Bank 
on the 20th March last, for |1,%80,C.00 the sum of ^80,000 
for repairing the breach on the Juniata division of the tmwhml 
was to remain in the bank until drawn for, after the Toucben 
of the disbursing officers should have been examined and 
approved by a joint committee of three members from cadi 
branch of the legislature, agreeably to the provisions of the 
act authorizing the loaiL I'he joint eommittee having been 
appointed at the time, there was every reason to believe the 
accounts would aqon be adjusted, and the money applied* 
I therefore did not heutate to embrace the oiler lo >*^-» tha 
loan with that eoadition annexed, insamuch aa the ***->Ti rMt: 
wealth waa then much straitened in her fiscal aflaiis^ for 
want of the residue of the money, and no other ofier bcjuc 
made. But, by the subsequent action of the legialatina m 
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m joint naolation paiMd at the dooo of the adjourned aeMion, 
aiid approved on the 2d of July last, ao much of the act ol 
the 9th January, authorizing tbb loan, aa requires those 
accounts to be settled by the joint committee, was repealed : 
and authority was given to the auditor general to settle and 
adjust the same, and requiring him to draw his warrant in 
favor of the Bank of the United States, and the Harrisburg 
Bank *' for such amounts as he shall find to have been fairly 
expended in repairing said breach." Such have been the 
difiiculties, however, encountered by that officer in attempt- 
ing the settlement of those accounts that he does not feel 
himself warranted, by the terms of said resolution, in draw- 
ing in favor of those banks, for any part of the money ; the 
facts and circumstances in relation to which will be laid 
fully before you by that officer. I respectfully ask the early 
attention of the legislature to this subject, that the necessary 
provision be made by law to arrest the further accumulation 
of interest on the money, that may eventually be found 
payable to said banks. 

LandM of ^tckolton and Baynion. 
In pursuance of the provisions of the act of J uly 2d, 1839, 
relating to the claims of the Commonwealth against the 
aatate of John Nicholson and Peter Baynton, a commissioner 
was appointed to perform the duties therein required. From 
the nature and extent of the investigation, and the limited 
time allowed to make report, it was impossible for the com- 
missioner to examine into and ascertain the various compli- 
cated and important matters enjoined on him, within the 
period allotted. By reference to his report, which will be 
laid before you, it will be seen that the outstanding claims 
of creditors (other than the state) against the estate of John 
Nicholson, amount to upwards of thirteen millions of dol- 
lars, including interest UU the first of April, 1S39 ; that the 
balance due the commonwealth on the same day was 
$278,179 67, and that the esUte of Peter Baynton on that 
day owed the commonwealth #58,913 96. 

By the 8th section of the act above mentioned, all former 
laws in relation to the sale of the lands of Nicholson and 
Baynton are suspended } hence it may be worthy of consi- 
deration whether some additional legislation should not be 
had, to relieve all parties concerned from their present 
embarrassment The great length of time which has 
elspsed since those debts were contracted: the fact that 
many of the lands have been held for a number of years by 
actual settlers, and a large portion of the residue sold for 
taxes ( the immense sum of out-standing debts against John 
Nicholson, as well as the elaims of his heirs, all urge the 
necessity of a speedy settlement, as the titles to immense 
bodies of land, in various parts of the state, depend upon 
the adjustment of the conflicting claims of creditors, heirs 
and landholders, 

I would, therefore, respectfully, recommend the passage of 
a law authorizing the commissioner, under such restrictions 
as may be deemeid advisable, to compromise, adjust and set- 
tle the claim of the commonwealth with actual settlers and 
others claiming title to the lands, on which the state has a 
Hen in such a manner as not to prejudice or affect the rights 
of others. 

It is highly important to the commonwealth that the doubt 
and uncertainty in which the title to those lands is at present 
involved, should be removed without further delay. I have 
accordingly deemed proper to call your attention to the sub- 
ject, in anticipation of the commissioner's final report. 

Oeological Survey, 

By the act of the 29th March, 1836, a geological survey 
of the state was authorized, and the sum of $6,400, was 
thereby annually appropriated for that object for five years. 
A iupplement to th» act was passed on the 2 1st March, 1837, 
authorizing an increase in the corps, and appropriating the 
further sum of $3,600 per annum, to the appropriation made 
by the act of 1836 — and by an additional act passed loth 
April, 1838, the further sum of $6,000 per annum was add- 
ed to the appropriations for this object, ** in order to complete 
the geological and mineralogical survey of tlie state more ra- 
pidly .*' In pursuance of these acts, the state geologist, with 



the assistants, authorized by the acts stated, has been engaged 
in the mineralogical and geological survey of the state, and 
considerable progress has been made in the wor)c, which it is 
hoped may be completed within the time contemplated by law. 
The reports already made by that officer, with that which he 
will present at the present session, will exhibit the anaount of 
the work done, and, to some extent develop the mineral re- 
sources of this commonwealth, which have become sources of 
immense wealth and trade. 

Coal and Iron, 
The coal and irun of Pennsylvania are more valuable as 
sources of wealth and employment, than mmes of the pre- 
cious metals are in countries where they are found. They 
furnish investments for large amounts of capital — give con- 
stant employment to numerous operatives ; and under ordi- 
nary circumstances with prudent management, yield a cer- 
tain and regular profit to all engaged in the business.-— 
They pay a large proportion of the tolls upon our public 
improvements, and constitute the most important share of 
freight for those engaged in transportation upon our ca- 
nals and railroads, as well as for numerous vessels en- 
gaged in the coasting trade. The value of coal and iron 
must necessarily be much enhanced by the recent successful 
application of anthracite coal as fuel for smelting iron ore, 
which will in all probability introduce a new era in the iron 
business in our commonwealth. Should the experiment be- 
come generally successful, of which little doubt is entertained, 
it will save us the necessity of importing large amounts of 
iron for railroads, as well as other purposes, which Pennsyl- 
vania in that event would be able to furnish in abundance, 
not only for her own use, and that of her citizens, but for a 
large portion of her sister states. Possessing as Pennsylva- 
nia does the great bulk of the iron ore, and anthracite coal 
formation of this country, in alternate strata in the same terri- 
toTy, and situated in a quarter of the Union peculiarly aocev- 
ible by means of her geographical position and canajs and 
railroads, she must enjoy almost exclusively, the great reve- 
nue that will arise from this source. A large portion of our 
public debt abroad, was contracted in the purchase of railroad 
iron, which would have been obtained in this country, if it 
had been possible to procure it here. It is confidently be- 
lieved that the coal and iron fields of this commonwealth, will 
hereafter furnish a cheap and adequate supply, and if so, there 
is every reason to think, that the numerousrailroads, in nearly 
all the states (A the Union, that have been either suspended 
or contemplated, will in a few yeare go into operation. The 
business on our public improvements as well as the perma- 
nent mass of the wealth of the people of this state, roust then 
be immeayurably increased. 



lime occupied -with Private MaUere, 

Much of tlie time and attention of the legislature is an- 
nually occupied in the consideration of private matters, 
and the interests of the commonwealth are sometimes sacri- 
ficed to the importunities of individuals. This has been 
peculiarly so in cases where the canal roromissioners, as 
well as the board of appraisen have passed upon the claims 
of individuals for alleged damages, by reason of the con- 
struction of public works, as well as where the canal com- 
missioners and engineers have estimated the amount of 
work done by contractors. Upon these, as well as upon all 
other subjects, steadiness of legislation is very desirable, and 
general rules and general systems should not be made to 
yield, unless under very peculiar circumstances indeed to 
the exparte statements or representations of interested indi- 
viduala. There is necessarily much evil, and great want of 
security in much special legislation. The increased popu- 
lation and business of the commonwealth, and the latepenod 
in the winter at which the legis.lature assembles, will, it ii 
hoped, lead to the adoption of such general rules on the 
subject, as will save the legislature from being continually 
occupied with minor mattera. 

Jncreate of the Earpendituree of the Gettemmeni, 

The expenditures of tlus administration of the government 
of the slate have been much increased of late * ' 




X 



48 



GOVERNOR PORTER'S MESSAGE. 



[jAmvA^f, 



no dcp&iimcnt ao much as that of the legislative. While 
tbo increase of business and population furnish a sufficient 
reason for a gradual and corresponding addition to the ex- 
penses of the executive, judiciary and treasury departments, 
it is hard to account fur the exp«*08es of the .legislature, 
which have advanced since November. 1835, in a ratio 
unparalleled in tlie history of tho government. It will be 
found upon reference to the repoits of the treasurer and 
auditor general, that the expenses of this department, for a 
numlN>r of years prior to November, lb35, were about one 
hundred thousand dollars, and are now upwards of one 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars annually. Tbo public 
good requires a rigid rystem of retrenchment and reform, 
a which while it will allow to fdithful public scivants an 
adequate compensation for the time and talents devoted to 
the public, will lop off all wasteful and unnecessary expen- 
ditures in every department I throw out these suggeetions 
from no wish to dictate to the legislature, but in a sincere 
desire to have all alleged abuses investigated in a spirit of 
candor and patriotic devotion to the public good, with a 
view to correction, wherever correction shall be found nfr- 



On page 45, of Vol I, will be found a table of the foreign 
aad rosatwiae arrivals from 1787 to 1838 — ^from the same 



Condutiofu 

On a candid review of the entire condition of thia com* 
monweolthy although we find her labouring under the preasurc 
of an enormous state debt, heightened I^ all the incidental 
embarrasaments arising from the payn^nt of the interest upon 
k, and the monetary derangements attending it, that have 
shaken the credit of this stale, and of the sister states, to its 
foundation, yet there is no cause for despondency or fear. — 
Prudence, discretion and economy, on the part of her legis- 
lature, her executive and her citizens, will in a few years 
replace her on the solid footing of pecuniary independence. 
TIm industry and energy of her people reaping wealth from 
her rich fields of agriculture, disembowelling it from her hills 
and mountains, and transporting it tonsarket on her railroads 
And canals, cannot be shackled with any pecuniary respon- 
aibilities that can, for any contiderable period, mar her pros- 
perity, or retard her march onward to greatness. We have 
follen, it is true, on one of those temporary reverses, that 
come upon all nations m the progress of advancement, whai 
delusive systems of pubHc prosperity explode under the test 
of their soundness, and from the consequences they produce, 
leave men in wonder that they lasted so long. It requires, 
however, but the exercise of a reasonable degree of wisdom, 
firmness and honesty, in the present crisis, to rescue the af- 
fiurs of the commonwealth from the difficulties by which they 
are at present beset, however formidable these untoward cir- 
cumstances have made them appear. Let all who look upon 
her with a jealous or a friendly eye be told that her abili^^ is 
ample to meet all her engagements; that the determination 
of her citizens to do so, corresponds with her ability, and that 
happen what may, the integrity and fidelity of the people of 
Pennsylvania, are pledged to make good her contracts with 
those whose money has constructed her stupendous public 
improvements, and that the pledge so made shall be scrupu- 
lously redeemed. 

1 cannot dose this communication without expressing 
the full reliance whidi I place in the wisdom and intelli- 
gence of the legislature — and the great pleasure which it 
will afiurd me, to be able to approve and execute those en- 
actments which you will find it necessary to make for ad- 
vancing the interest and prosperity of our free, beloved and 
patriotic commonwealth. 

^ DAVID R, PORTER. 

HarrisburVi January 8, 1840. 



source as the following table for five years. 



Year. Foreign. 


Coastwise. Total 


1834 430 


2686 3116 


1836 429 


3573 4002 


1836 431 


2764 4185 


1837 409 


7776 8186 


lSi8 464 


10,860 11,324 


1839 621 


11,188 11,709 




Commercial JJii- 


Forclg^n ArrlFnls at Phila. 1§39. 


Ships 


90 


Barques - 


- 87 


Brigs 


274 


Schooners - 


- 117 


Galliot 


1 


Mistico 


1 


61oop 


1 



Total 



531 



Of these vessels there were eighty-six belonging t9 
Foreign ports, viz : 



Atxstrian 

Bremen 

British 

Colombian 

Danish 

Dutch 

Fiench 

Genoese 

Hamhui^ 

Haytien 

Portugese 

Prussian 

Russian - 

Spanisli 

Swedish - 



Total 



9 
56 

- 3 
2 

- I 
2 

- 1 
2 

- 3 
1 

- I 
3 
1 
I 

86 



In 1838, tiie total number of Foreign arrivals 
Ships - - • - 

Barques .... 

Brigs . - . - 

Schooners . . - - 

Misdco* - . - - 

Sloop - . - . - 

Total 




Export of Flour. 

The export of Wheat Flour from the Port of Philadel- 
phia to Fordgn Ports during the year 1839, amounted to 
192,909 bbls., valued at $1,359,935.— There ara, abo, 
3,60U barrels of Flour on hoard the new packet afaip ShenaU' 
doah, for Liverpool, detained for want of seamen — Jb. 



Xaiifadt in Schu^lhili CeTrnly.— The following is the 
quantity of Coal transported on the difleient public railroads 
m Schuylkill county, in the year 1839: 

Tons. 
West Branch RaUroad, - • - 161,000 

Mount Caibon Railroad, • - • 80,189 

Sehi^ikfll Valley Raihoad, • • • 70,419 

urn Creek Railroad, 47,789 

Mintrt* /tirrif<i/m 



(CT The UNITED STATES COMM£RCL\L AND 
STATISTICAL REGISTER, ia pubtiriied every Wednep- 
day, at No. 79 Dock street The price to subacriben k 
Fi\-e Dollars per annum, payable on the Istof Janusiy of 
each year. No suherription received for less than a year.^- 
Subserihera out of the principal cttiea to pay in advance. 

PRINTED BY W ILUAM F. GEDDBS, 
AK 113 CUKSJ^CT STJtEBT, 

Where SuWrif4ieiia will be itcci^^ 



UNITED STATES 

COJUllERCIAL. <& STATISTICAL. 

RECS^ISTER. 



EDITED DY SAMUEI. HAZARD. 



VOIi. Iff. PIlffIiAl>BLPHIA» WBDIfESPAT, JAlVlJARir 39, IMO. 



lf#. 4U 



JXIESSAGC 

FROM THB GOTBRNOR OF lltSl¥ YORK. 



9-^ 



FelUno CUizen9 of the Senate and jUaembljf t 

The experience of the prilst j'c'ar teachen us that flic riioA 
perfect form c/f giTvcrnmetit Cnd tho most favoured condition 
of society cannot exempt us from the vicissitudes of life. — 
Wc have, nevertheless, great cause of thankfuhiess to the 
Universal Father. The seasons have l»ccn propitious ; we 
have been free from the rava<^es (rf* pestilence and calamities 
of war; the earth has yicldctl abundant fruit?, and notwith- 
standing the eniharrai«sments which have been felt by every 
class of society, the comforts of life were never more equally 
or more profusely distributed. Indu»;try has not Iw^en di^rcrt- 
ed from its punmhs, and mutual confidence, although tem- 
porarily shaken, has still a firm support in the prevalence of 
morality and the supremacy of the laws. 'J'hc credit of the 
State npmains unimpaired, and it^ currency has in a great 
degree escaped the e%i!s which have elsewhere proved dUas- 
trous. Peaceful relations liave been maintained with foreign 
eounlries, imd the harmony of the States ha^ not b^cn dis- 
lurbed. The great safeguards of oUr libt'rly remain ; all tho 
elements of our national pio.<perity have lieen preserved ; and 
we are permitted to rejoice with increased confidence in the 
dirrability of the Union and the perpetuity of public institu- 
tions. 

JRevenues, 

The officer having charge of the fiscal department will lay 
^foTT you. fill! information concerning tlie condition of the 
Trealsivy. The revenues of the State have increased during 
the fiscal year. The auction duties have amounted to $225,- 
401 P4, being an increase over those of the preceding year, 
erf $83,!}99 49. The amount received for salt duties has 
been $! 89,263 1?, being an excels over those of the pre- 
vious yrtir of $80,333 67. 

I nipectfufly rtffer you to the report which wfll be sub- 
mitted by the' corrfmissioners of th<3 canal fund, for detailed 
information conceVning that fund and the operafions of the 
commissioners. The amount of tolls, including rents of sur- 
plus water and sales of lands, on all the canals during the 
last fiscal year was $1,656,902 1', being an increase over 
the receipts of tho preceding year of $ 1 65,202 1 5. The 
tfhole amount of charges Ufion tho canals, cxceptiug inter- 
ests on loans, was $590,09^ 37, which deducted from the 
teceipU leaves the nett proceeds from tolls §1,057,802 74. 
The amount of charges has been increased $ 1 39, 1 11 78, dur- 
ing the past year by payments, in pursaatice of legislative 
direction, for the Glenn's Falls Feeder, for thu improvcmbnt 
of the 'J*onawanda and EUicot Creeks, and for the Black 
Rivei; Canal, and Erie Canal Feeder, and by payments un- 
der special acts for previous liabilities, leaving the ordinary 
Chargesat ^459,987 59. Thechargcs of the preceding year, 
af\cr deducting iho extraordinary payment for the Glenn's 
Palls Feeder, wertj $502,315 3 ', showing a diminution in 
Ibe ordinaiy charges during the last fTscal year of $102^ 
327 73. 

The' productive cspiCal of tho Cotnmon School Fund, at 
the does' of die last fiscal year, was $1,932,42 1 99, to which 
hee since been added thto sum of $15,647 64^, making an ag- 
ffngale of $1,978,069 63.— -The revenue during the year. 
ia c Ju d i D g $165,0^0 appropriated twn the income o£ tho U. 
Vol- H*— 7 



8. Deposit Fund, tcf the support of commoii sdiools, was 
$2R2,47i 27. The amount paid out o( the Tieosurv, waik 
$275,000 O''. 

The capital of the latcraturc Fund is $868,1 64 38. The 
revenue during the year, inchiding $28,' 00 appropriated, 
from the income of the U. B. licpoMt Fond, was $4H,409 07. 
The amount paid from tliis revenue was $47,978 46. 

The Bank Fund hra d capital of $818,820 59. Its re- 
venue during tlie year was $36,638 20. There has beeri 
paid during the samp periled, to contributing banks, on'aif- 
count of dividends, $29^82 51 . 

The improvement which has taken place in all the reve- 
nues of the State, while H must be highly gratifying to our 
fellow citizens, will, I hope, onN conduce to greater economy 
in the management of public adairs. 

The fourth instalment of tho U. S. Surplus Revenue, 
which was directed to be distributed among the States by an 
act of Congress, is still withheld. Tlie portion of that in- 
stalment due to this State is $1,338,178 57. Relying upon 
prompt payment of that insfulment, the State has loaned an 
equivalent sum to her citizens. 1 cannot doubt that you 
will insist upon the fulfilment of the pledge of the Federal. 
Government, and wilt, at the same time, protest against tho 
Wilhdraiwal of the instalments already received, 

Sfate Priton and House of Rffirfe, 

TvvohunJred and nine" convicts were received, within tlvB 
year, into the Slate Prison at Mount Pleasant The whole 
number of convicts in that jiristm is eight hundred and 6ve. 
The amount received for labour during the yoii year, includ- 
ing the value of marble furnished for the construction of the 
new State Hall, was $73,203 34. The expenditures, In- 
cluding moneys paid for the completion of the prison for fe- 
male convicts and the expense of transportation of convicts, 
were $73,449 81. 

The number of convicts in the State Prison at Auburn is 
six hundred and sixty-five.' The number received during 
the year was two hundred and twenty-eight. The earnings 
of the prison, during the year, were $60^161 46, and tho ex- 
penditures $51,671 21. 

The high reputation which this State had acquired from 
the improvement of iH criminal code, and from its system of 
penitentiary discipline, has recently 'become impaired by very 
general complaints of inhumahity in the management of our 
prisons. Whife the punishment of ofTenders should always 
lie enforced with firmne^, tho spirit of the ago manifestly re- 
quires that discipline should be tempered with kindnens ; and 
that moral influenced, rather than severe corporeal punish- 
ment, should be employed to secure tho submission, aiMl 
promote the' reformation of the convict I trust that yorf will 
bestow early attention upon the defects of the present system^ 
and I res|.ccf fully suggest that provision be made by law foi* 
the in«frucCron of convicts, and for supplying tbtwi wilh such' 
books es shall conduce to their reformation. 

I af>o invite your attention to the condition of our cwxtiiy 
jails. The baleful influence of vicious association is too 
ofteh promoted by the defects in tlieir construction, aAd the 
experience tliey furnish is ciilculated to destroy whatever re- 
mains of generous spirit or virtuous motives. Their defects 
demand correction, not less upon the ground of economy 
than from considerations of humanity, and if we would not 
fall into a oommott error, we should seek to recUim lees has^ 
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dcned of&nders by cuItivQting their moral feelings while we 
are dispensing the punishment awarded to (lieir crimes. 

You will learn from the report of the managers of the 
House of Refuge, that tlie responsibilities of that institution 
have been discharged with efficiency and with tlic most salu- 
tary results. *rhc establishment of a similar institution in 
the western part of the State is desired by it very large num • 
ber of our fellow citizens. This proposition derives weight 
from the consideration of the expense of traiifiporting ofTen- 
ders from distant counties, and the cost of maintaining them 
n a populous city, and will doubtless receive at your hands 
he discriminating favour to which it is justly entitled. 

BHiid. — Deaf and Dumb. — Lunatics* 

The Institution for the instruction of the Blind continues 
to discharge its responsibilities with good success. It has 
■iity-six pupils, of whom filly -nine are State pupils, and 
there are sixty -nine vacancies to be filled from the different 
counties, in pursuance of the law passed at tlie last session. 
The Institution for the Deaf and Dumb administers its ines- 
timable benefits to one hundred and seventy pupils, maintains 
its high reputation, and enjoys the unmeasured confidence 
and kindness of the community among whom it is locat- 
ed. One hundred and twenty of these pupils, being the 
full number allowed by law, are supported at the expense of 
theState;, 

I transmit a report of the commissioncrB appointed to su- 



perintend the erection of the Lunatic Asylum, from whicl^, from time to time been submitted to the Legislature, and pro- 



you will learn that they are prosecuting their important du- 
ties with efficiency. 

Etlu cation. 

Our scientific institutions continue to maintain their high 
reputation. Twenty-five studcikts were graduated at Co- 
lumbia College within the year, and that institution has now 
one hundred and thirty-eight members. The number of 
graduates in the University of tlie city of New York was 
twenty^ight, and its present number of under-graduates b 
eighty. The grammar school connected with that institution 
contains two hundred and sixty pupils. One hundred and 
MX students received theur first degree at Union College, and 
it has now two hundred and seventy-eight members. There 
arc ninety-two students at Hamilton (.'ollege, and seventeen 
were graduated within the year. Geneva College has sixty- 
three students. 

The State is a creditor of the University of the city of New 
York for materials furnished by the State prison at Mount 
Pleasant and used in the construction of the collegiate build- 
ings. The trustees of that institution will apply for a relin- 
quishment of the debt. I have great pleasure in transmitting 
to you a document containing a vh»w of the rise, progress, 



and political relations ; and they ara bora to the aame ttltimate 
destiny. 

The children of foreigners, found in great nambera in vnr 
populous cities and towns and in the \'icinity of our |njbUe 
works are too often deprived of the advantages of oar system 
of public education, in consequence of prejudices arising froa 
difibrcnce of language or religion. It ought never I* be for- 
gotten that the public welfare is as deeply concerned in that 
eilucation os in that of our own children. I do not hesitate, 
lhercfi>ro, to recommend the establishment of pcboob in 
which they may be instructed by teachers speaking in tlie 
same language with themselves, and professing the smim 
faith. There would be no inequality in such a iiieanne, 
since it happens from the force of circumstances, if not firom 
choice, that the respoiibilities of education are in most in- 
stances confided by us to native citizens, occasions seldom 
ofifcr for a trial o£ our magnanimity by committing that trast 
to persons differing from ourselves in language or rtligioB. 
Since we have opened our country and all its fulness to ttn 
oppressed of every nation, we should evince wisfjom equal to 
such gcncrosiiy by qualifying their children for the high rfr> 
sponsibilities of citizenship. 

Geological Stirvey, 

The time assigned for the completion of the geological sur- 
vey of the State is about to expire. High expectations of its 
usefulness have been raised by the partial reports which have 



vision should be made for the preservation of the invaluable 
scientific treasures which have been collected. Extensive as 
the collections, it will probably be continually increased by 
new contributions. The place assigned for its accommoda- 
tion, should, therefore, be spacious and accessible. The en- 
couragement of agriculture, by the more general diasemins- 
ttnn of the sciences which it employs, has been the subjeet 
of frequent recommendations from this department, and of 
much discussion in the Legislature. The geological survey 
may be regarded as laying the foundation of institutions fiar 
popular instruction in these sciences, and I confidently an- 
ticipate that it will not only develop the mineral resources of 
the State, but will secure to agriculture its rightful considera- 
tion and influence. 

Milifia of the State, 

The whole number of the militia of the State is I8!)y103, 
of which 7,427 are cavalry, and horse-artillery, 9,2fi6 sre ar- 
tillery, 160,420 are infantry, including Ught-tfifantry and 
riflemen and 3'J06 are cavalry and artillery attached to bri- 
gades of infantry. It is manifest that the militia system has 
lost some of the popular respect with which it was onoe re^ 
garded, and has received little of that legislative care which 



and present condition of the University. The liberal prin- is necessary to preserve the usefulness and efficiency of all 
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ciples upon which it was establisihed, the munificent endow- 
ments of its founders and patrons, and the perseverance with 
which it has surmounted many and great embarrassments, 
as well as the promise of its usefulness, guaranteed by new 
and auspicious counsels, commend (ho appeal of the trustees 
to the favourable consideration of the Legislature. 

You will learn with great satisfaction that the law provid- 
ing for the establishment of Ubraries in the school districts 
hss been carried into successful operation in most parts of the 
State, and that measures have been adopted, in pursuance of 
an act passed at the last session to secure an efficient visita- 
tion of the common schools. 

Although our system of public education is well endowed, 
and has been eminently successful, there is yet occasion for 
the benevolent and enlightened action of the Legislature. — 
The advantages of education ought to be secured to many, 
especially in our large cities, whom orphanage, the depravity 
of parents, or some form of accident or misfortune serms to 
have doomed to hopeleaa poverty and ignorance. Their in- 
tellects are as susceptible of expansion, of improvement, of 
refinement, of elevation and of direction, as those minds which 
through the favour of Providence are permitted to develop 
themselves under the influence of better fortunes; they in- 
herit the common lot to struggle against temptations, neees- 
aiUoe and vices \ they are to assume the same domestic, social 



our institutions. This cannot be prudent, unless it is wire 
to forget in peace the probability of war, and in undistmbcd 
tranquillity the danger of civil commotion. I trust, therefore, 
that you will take measures to bring the subject before Con- 
gress, in order to accomplish the necessary reform. It is pos- 
sible that some of the defects of the system may be rcacned 
by our own legislation. At present the rich and t)ie fortunate 
evade, in a great degree, the performance of a military dut^t 
while its expenses and sacrifices fall without abatement upon 
those raemlMsrs of society who arc least able to bear them. If 
it be necessary to preserve the organization of so many of our 
citizens as are now enrolled, which is at leaift doubtful, it is, 
at all events, just and consonant with the spirit of our insti- 
tutions, that the taxes and burthens of the militia service 
should bo equalized. 

JwUciary, 

The laws by which judges of Uie county cooits are an- 
thorizcd to interfere with tfa« boards of supervisom inihe ap- 
pointment of commissioners of deeds, county treasuren, and 
county superintendents of the poor, manifest sn unjuet and 
unwise distrust of the intelligence and virtue of the people, 
arid a want of due regard to the sacrednesa of the judioal 
ofiioe. The democratic principles of the conotit ution demand 
tho repeal of tlioso laws. I also mpectfuHy recommend that 
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proviiioD be nude for the election of eomniissioncra of deeds 
bj the people. 

The iraprisonincnt of non resideat deblora against wkom 
ao fimuduleni practice or intent is alleged, operates injuriously 
lo the intereats of trade, and can be defended upon no ground 
which was not abandoned when the great principle was C3- 
tabliahed in this state that the personal liberty of the honest 
bat unfortunate debtor ought not to be subjected to the ca- 
piioB or cupidity of an unfeeling creditor. 

• JsTtUttPaUzatiatu 
Foreigneri entitled to be naturali^d, and dearousofthe 
privileges of citizenship, ought rather lo be encouraged than 
deierr^ as they frequently are by the onerous charges at- 
tending the requisite legal proceedings. Disabilities in rela- 
tion to the acquisition and alienation of real estate by resi- 
dent foreigners arc a remnant of feudal principles, believed to 
be not wj unnecessary for the security of the State, but in- 
consistent with the spirit of our Constitution, and injurious 
to the general prosperity. It is worthy of your consideration, 
whether the time has not arrived for the adoption of a more 
Utieral policy, and whether the temporary relief from these 
> disabilities which has heretofore been grEuited, chiefly in fa- 
Toor of individuals, may not now be made general and per- 
manoiiL 

EL'ctloM, • 

I bog leave to refer you to the suggestions contained in mv 
]mA message, concerning the laws regulating elections. It is 
of vital importance to the security of our institutions, not only 
that our elections should bo conducted with impartiality, and 
ahould thus express the will of the majority of the people, but 
that thfore should be entire and universal confidence, in their 
purity. The acquiescence required of the minoriiy cannot 
be expected to be retgdered with cheerfulness, if it be at all 
questionable whether the public will is truly expressed. I 
caimot doubt that you will feel it to be your duty to establish 
the necessary safeguards for the full and uninterrupted exer- 
cise of the elective franchise by all those, whether rich or poor, 
native or naturalized, whatever may be their employment or 
condition in life, to whom that inestimable privilege is guar- 
anteed. 

The Constitution provides that every male citizen of the 
age of twenty-one years, who shall have been an inhaMbnt 
of this State one year next preceding any election, and for the 
last six months a resident of the county where he may offer 
hi< vtfte, shall be entitled to vote in the town or ward where 
he actually resides. High judicial authorities diffor as to the 
meaning of the word resident It is within the power of the 
Ix)gislature to define this term, and such a measure is highly 
necessary, as well to relieve doubts as to secure the enjoy- 
ment of the elective franchise to those of our fellow-citizens 
whose oecaiional or tempoiary employment in the navigation 
•four canals and rivers, and upon our public works, prmiuces 
doubts concerning the phice where they are entitled to vote. 

Courff. 

The re-organization of tho Court of Chancery, with an 
abridgment of the jurisdiction and patronage of the Chan- 
cellor is alike indLipensable to ensure the personal security of 
the citizen, and to preserve the harmony of our judicial, sys- 
tem. The proceedings in that court are attended with vexa- 
tM>us delay and intolerable expense. Questions of equity pe- 
culiarly demand the consultations of a bench, and the mass 
of appeals, interlocutory motions and original causes, is too 
great for any one Chancellor to hear and decide, consistently 
with a proper discharge of the duties required of him as a 
meoiber of the Court for tlie Correction of Errors. 

The benefits anticipated from the reduction of tho num- 
ber of iustices of the Supreme Court, and the distribution of 
a portion 'of their powers and duties among eight circuit 
judges, have not been realized. 

I therefore respectfully suggest tlie expediency oP dispense 
uig i^ith the oiFice of Vice-Chancellor and Circuit Judgo^ 
and of providing for amendments of the constitution which 
shall direct the appqintn^ent o.f throe Chancellors with co-or- 



dinate powers, and of additional justices of tho Supreme 
CourL 

The collection of debts is unnecessarily delayed by fomui, 
embarrassed by technicalities and burthencd with costs. 
The evil experienced, might, in a great degree, have been 
prevented, hud the necessary rules of pmctioe and pleading 
been established by the courts themselves. It is worthy, 
however, of consideration, whether the power now everdsed 
by the Court of Cliancery in reaching the equitable property 
of a debtor may not be entrusted in a great degree to Uie com- 
mon law courts, and whether the niinous expense attending* 
the foreclosure of mortgages in Chancery, may not be avoid- 
ed by the more simplo method of sale after advertisement^ 
and aAer personal notice to parties having incumbrances on 
the mortgaged premises. The forms of pleading are unno- 
ccssarily prolix and dilatory, and evasive pleadings ought to 
be more effectually prevented. Parties should bo allowed to 
perfect judgments in vacation as well as during tlie terms of 
the courts. The alienation of land should be facilitated by 
requiring all incumbrances and liens to be recorded or dock- 
eted in the county where the land is situated. The jurisdio 
tion of justices' courts ought to be extended to litigated cases 
where the amount involved does not exceed one hundred dol- 
lars. 

'll&e compensation of public oflScers is generally derived 
from the equal contribution of those for whose benefit their 
services arc rendered, but that of attorneys, soUcitors and offi- 
cers of the courts of justice is unhappily <^en obtained from 
those whose condition ought rather to excite sympathy than 
to expose them to additional burthens. The Legislature 
which should, in a season of adversity like the present, diminish 
the expenses of legal proceedings, as far as can be done con- 
sistently with the full and perfect administiation of justice, 
would advance the permanent usefulness of the profession of 
the law, promote the happiness of socie^, and deservedly ob- 
tain tho gratitude of the people. 

Van Rantalaer tlijficuUy. 

It was represented to me on the 5th of December lost, by the 
sheri/Tof the county of Albany, that he had, on many occa- 
i sions during several months previous, been resisted in the 
I performance of his duty, and prevented from executing pro- 
> cess of the Supreme Court, and that he had been unable to 
overcome the resistance with the unarmed force of his county. 
j He thereupon applied to me to call out a sufficient militaiy 
' force to enable him to execute the process committed to him. 
' Proofs were submitted to me, which went to show that the 
j resistance was preconcerted and organized, and that it ex- 
tended over a large portion of his county. The nature and 
I duration of the resistance complained of, appeared to me to ro- 
I quire the adoption of immediate measures for restoring the 
supremacy of the laws. Unwilling, however, to resort to the 
extreme remedy until every other measure had failed, I deem- 
ed it proper for the sheriff to sue out process in the name of 
the people against the resisters, and to make a&rtherefifortto 
perform his duty with the aid of the armed power of hk 
%ounty. Measures were taken at the same time to have in 
readiness a sufficient force to sustain the sheriff if the elToit 
thus to he made should pnive inefiiSsctual. Information woo- 
subsequently communicated to me by him that he had pro- 
ceeded with the armed power of his county and had been 
met by a large concourse of persons, sufficient in number to 
overpower him, and assembled with the obvious purpose of 
obstructing him in the performance of his duty. This infor- 
mation was accompanied by a renewal of his application for 
a military force. Still desirous, if possible, to prevent a resort 
to such force, I issued a proclamation, setting before the re» 
sisters the nature of their conduct, and the painful, but inevi- 
table, consequence of persisting in it, enjoining them to dis- 
perse, and appealing to all good citizens to assist in main- 
taining the supremacy of the laws. In order, however, in 
any event to secure ttus result, I directed, as required by law, 
a military force to proceed to the scene of resistance, and prc^ 
vided for a reinforcement, should it be found necessary. It 
is creditable to the citizens who had inconsiderately become 
involved in unlawful proceedings, that they dispeinied vi 
soon afler these measures had beoi adopted, and the 
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prooealeJ without additional militeiy aid to excxrutc the pro- become the important and fioIeniD doty of Virginia to appeal 
ccw of the law. It soon became manifest that no farther or- 1 from the cancelled obligations of the natioiial compact to 
'ganized reaistance would be oflcml, and the militia were ! original rights and the laws of self preservation. . 
Ihereupon immediately withdrawn. Although the occasion ] I confess my Purpriae that it ahcuid in any part of the 
'was one deeply to be regretted, yet it is a aource of satisfac- | Union Ite regardid us a new and startling doctrine that the 
Ition Aat a very large proportion of tUose-engaged in the re- ^ constitutional power of the Executive of any other State to 
eiatanoe were immediately connnc^ of the error of their pro- . demand the surrender of a citizen of this state to be carried 

ilsogra 

,.._ public I ,  ^ T - 

venience, and without destruction of property or loss of life, law, or by the universal laws of mankind? Korean I wilh- 
To this result, the militia, by their alacrity, prudence, and ! hold the expression of my pincere regret that a construction 
good conduct, contributed in an emment degree. I of the constitution, manifestly necessary to maintain the 

' The resistance of the sheriff rose out of a controversy be- sovereignty of this state, and the personal righls of her citi- 
tween Ae tenants of the manor of Rensaluerwick and its i xens, should be regarded by the Executive of Virginia ae 
proprietor. The lands in that manor are held under ancient justifying in any contingency a menace of scce»ion from 
ieases, by which mines and hydraulic privileges, rents pay- the Union, 
able in kind, personal services, and quarter sales arc reserv- The subject is one which appertains to the Exccative 



ed. Such tenures, introduced before the revolution, nre re- j department. The duties of that department in such 

gardcd as inconsistent with existing institutions and have ' are prescribed by the Constitution of the United States, and 

become odious to those who hold under them. They arc I not by the constitution or laws of this stale. |«[ evcnhelesa, 

-unfavorable to agrieoltoral improvement, inconsistent with I the respect I entertain for the Executive of Virginia, aa well 

the prosperity of the district where they exist, and opposed ' as the deference I owe to the Legislaturo of this state, induce 

to sound policy and the genius of our institutions. The me io transmit herewith the correspondence which haat^mi 

textent of territory covered by the tenures involved in the ' place. 

present controversy and the great number of our fellow- | 

citizens interested in the questions w^hich have grown out Currency, 

of them, render the subject worthy of the consideration of Our fellow-citizens in various parts of the Stale, will very 



the Legislature. While full force is allowed to the circum- 



justly call your attention to the condition of the currency. 



stance that the tenants enter voluntarily into such stipula- We are a commercial people. We are rendered so by the 
^ions, the State has always recognised its obligntions to ' location ofour country, hs physical formation, its variety of 
-promote the general welfare, and guard individuals ogainst ' climate and productions, and its internal communications 
oppression. The Legislature has the same power over the ' by land and water ; by the operation of republican institu- 
Teih)Bdies upon contracts between landlord and tenant as | tions and equal laws; by our wants ; by our resources; by 
over ali other forma of legal redress. Nor is the subject our enterprise; by tlie mutual con6dei|ce arising from moral 
altogether new in the legislation of the state. It was brought ! and intellectual cultivation; by the intercourse existing 
under consideration in 1812, by a bill reported by three jur- | among the cit'zens of the several States, and by our rela- 
istsofdistinguished eminence and ability. I trust, therefore, ' tions with foreign nations. The Federal Government has 



that some measure may be adopted , which, without the vio- 
Ution of contracts, or injustice to either party, will assimilate 



heretofore encouraged commerce by entering into commer- 
cial treaties, by the establishment of a Navy, by the reduc* 



the tenures in qbestion to those which experience has proved tion of imposts, and by the improvement of rivers and har 



hours on our lakes, as well as on the seaboard. The Legis- 
latures of the several Slates have seconded tliis policy by in- 
creasing the facilities for trade. The propioiion of com* 
merce in all its branches affords the moat efTectual encourage* 
ment to agriculture and manufactures, because comu erce is 
only an exchange of produclion?. The wants of one r^ioa 



to be more aocordant with the principles of republican gov 
erament, and more conducive to the general prosperity, 
and peace and harmony of society. 

Fugitivei from Justice -^a requisition by the Kxecutive of 
' Virginia, 

A requisition was made upon me in July last, by the Ex- ! are'supplied by The labour of another, and thus theind'ustr^ 
ecQtive of Virginia, for the delivery of three persons as fugi- | of all is rewarded. Our internal commerce knows r.o poli- 
tives from justice, charged with having feloniously stolen a lical, or ideographical lines. It pervades every region, seek- 
negro slave in that state. I declined to comply with the ing and exchanging the surplus productions of every departs 
requisition, upon the grounds that the right to demand and ' ment of industry. 

the reciprocal obligation to surrender fugitives from justice ! To edict this exchange a currency or inedium is indis- 
between sovereign and independent nations, as defined by | pensable, and it should everywhere have the highest at* 
the laws of nations, include only those cases in which the ' tainable uniformity of value. ' A mixed currency, composed 
acts constituting the offence charged are recognised as i of coin and paper, redeemable in coin, has unavoidably 
oimes by the universal laws of all civilized countries; tha:^| resulted from theconditiog of oyr country and our inter- 
the object of the provisions contained in the constitution ' course with foreign nations, Thijt such 9 currency is &r 
of the United States, authorizing the demand and surrender I better than one exclusively metallic, is proved by contrast- 
of fugitives charged wjth treason, felony and other crime, ' ing the general prosperity of the countries in which it is 
%as to recognise and establish this principle of the law of ! employed with the condition of those which use only the 
nations in the mutual relations of tho States as independent, I precious metals. But it is attended by -the disadvantages 



equal, and sovereign communities; that the acts charged 
upon the persons demanded were not recognised as criminal 



of a liability to expansion l>cyond the legitimate wants of 
trade, and in order to prevent such expansions as far as 



\iy the laws of this state, or by the universal laws of all d vi- j possible, and mitigate their evils, it must be sulyected to re- 
mixed countries ; and that consequently the case did not fall gulation. It is a consequence of the independent action of 
within the provision of tho constitution of the United the Legislatures of the several States, that the paper money 
States; | issued under their authority must, in the absence of ade- 

' The Governor of Virginia in his last annual message re- • quate regulation, be unequal in security and in converti- 
ferred the subject to the consideration of the legislature of bilrty, and the amount issued must often be disproportioned 
that State, and declared that my construction of the consti- to the exigencies of trade. Heretofore the Federal Govem- 
^ution of the United States could not bo acquiesced in or ment has discharged the responsibility of such regulation, 
•abmitted (o. He added, that if it were allowed to prevail, but for some time past Congress has made no provision for 
and no relief could be obtained against what he designated ' that important purpose, and the currency of the country 
as a flagrant invasion of the rights of Virginia, either by an ha^been supplied by paper money issued u rider tlic author* 
an^andmeut of the constitution of the Utrited States, or by ity of twenty -six different btnte^, in amounts limited by* 
U^ ^tion of the Legislature pf Virginia, it might ulCimately other wants than those of trade, and regulateil upon othet 
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considorations than those which regard the general intereata 
of the whole couctry. 

1*he czchaDge productions between distant parts of the 
eountry is burthened with ruinous expensesi and the prompt 
eoUeotion of debts is rendered impotssible. Internal com- 
merce has suffered a check, and derangement is felt in every 
department of business. The eipenres, losses and sacri- 
fices resulting from the cmbarrassoients of trade fall ulii- 
mateiy upon those engaged in productive industry, and 
cauac a depreciation in the value of labor, of (he fruits of 
the earth, and of the soil itself. In the present in^^tance, 
the evils Lave been aggravated by a long and severe derange- 
ment in our foreign commerce. As if the neglect of its 
appropriate and important functions were not enough, the 
FcMleral Government haa contributed to increase the general 
embarrassment, by manifesting a persevering ho:(tiUty to the 
institutions of the States, and has disturbed the general 
confidence by efforts to introduce a metallic currency. The 
introduction of such a currency is impracticable, and would 
be unjust if it were practicable, because it would require our 
citizens, in the absence of necessity or adequate motive, to 
reduce the value of labor and property to the depreciated 
standard of specie circulation. To the people of this State, 
end all who resort to her great commercial market, the mea- 
sures adopted by the Federal Government to carry this pro- 
ject into ellect, have been productive of unmitigated evil, 
while the earnestness with which our fellow citizens in 
some portio&s of the Union sustain those measures, proves 
that they endure the same evils with a fallacious hope of 
being able to transfer to themselves a considerable portion 
of the commerce which is now enjoyed by New York. 1 
trust, therefore, that these measures will receive no support 
from us, but that whatever influence the sanction of the 

' e 

I^egislature may have, will be exerted in favor of a policy 
that shall immediately restore the prosperity of the Union, 
and preserve the commercial advantages uf our State. 

The currency heretofore established in tliis State through 
the agency of safety fund banks had a safe and wholesome 
action while the currency of the nation was regulated by the 
Federal Government. But tliat system became odious as a 
monopoly, and the unequal distribution of its privileges and 
the corrupting tendency of applications for legislative charters 
spnpad discontent and alann throughout the state. From 
these circumstances resulted the law which authorizes the 
boainess to be carried on by associations without charters. — 
Either of these systems would, under ordinary circumstance', 
have furnished a currency for thi^ State, which within our own 
boundariea would have been uniform and readily convertible 
into specie ; and as exchanges are generally in favour of this 
State, would have been equally useful in other States. Al- 
though oar banking institutions have not, as on a former oc- 
casion, suspended the payment of specie, the farmer, the me- 
chanic, and the merchant, are obliged to receive bank notes 
whose full value cannot be realized without presenting them 
for redemptioi^ at a distant place. The commerce of the 
State is embarrassed, and agricultural and manufacturing in- 
dustry aro oppressed with the extortion of brokers and usu- 
rers. However the Federal Government may choose to ne- 
glect its proper functions, the evils of our domestic cunency 
are within your roach, and I trust they will be the subject of 
speedy and efllectual reform. v 

It is a high privilege to fiirnish a circulating medium, 
whether that privilege be conferred by charter, or enjoyed 
under the more equal operation of a general law. It paf (akes 
of the remonsibilities and dignity whicfi belong to the sove- 
reignty of a State, and its profitableness has been evinced by 
extraordii^i^r^ dividends and accumulations. It is therefore 
x^ot domanmng an uiijust or unreasonable equivalent tore 
quire those who enjoy this privilege to m^inuiin a sound and 
unifonn purrency. Various plans have been suggested to 
accomplish this important object. One of these contemplates 
the employment of the Bank Fund, with equivalent contribu- 
tions from associations formed under the general law, to re- 
deeai in the city of Albany, the bills of the several banks. It 
is probably a sufficient objection to this plan, that it would 
pervert the bank fund from its legitimate object, and jeopard 
lb seouriiy. A seconi system is to require the country 



banks to ledecm their notes either in the city of New York 
or in the city of Albany. The objection to this plan is, ttiat 
it would be unjust to require a banking institution to provide 
funds for paying its liabilities at two places, at its own counter 
and ekiewhere. The force of this objection is weakened by 
the fact that the operations of trade carry the currency of the 
country to tiie principal mart If the amount of its issues 
collected at the place assigned for its redemption were to be 
made known to any bank, it could be required to transmit its 
funds to that place after a reasonable inteiral of time, and 
thus be relieved from the necessity of providing an equal 
amount to meet demands at home. If this system should re- 
ceive legislative sanction, the Comptroller might be required 
to apply the safety fund without delay to the redemption of 
the balance which a bank had neglected or refused to pay 
after receiving the requisite notice, if such a balance did not 
exceed a just proportion of the whole fund. This system 
has been partially in operation, and is understood to have been 
very successful. These suggestions are submitted in the 
hope that they may be useful in your discuesions of this im- 
portant subject. 

Revmon of the Genci*al Bunking Lav, 

The necessity of a revision of the General Banking Law, 
as reeommcnded in my annual message at the last session, 
has greatly increased during the past year. It is alleged, and 
with too many evidences of truth, that the stock deposited 
with the Comptroller as a basis for circulating notes, has l)een 
in some instances purchased or paid for with the notes issu^ 
upon the same stock. Such a proceeding is manifestly an 
evasion of the statute, and care should be taken (o guard 
against it for the future. Some of the associations have is- 
sued post notes m curn^ncy. This practice t6 unouest ionably 
a violation of the spirit of the Uw, reprehendblo m itself, and 
fraudulent to the community. 

It ought not to excite surprise that the system of free bank- 
ing should, in its commencement, have been embarrassed by 
difficulties, or that institutions should occasionally have been 
establiiihcd where they were not needed. When wo reflect 
that we have been for forty years improving the system of 
banking by incorporations, we ought to exercise forbearance 
towards ono which has just come into existence. In the 
midst of a pecuniar) revulsion only two of the associations 
have been closed, and they have occasioned no loss to the 
community. 1'here is, therefore, no sufficient ground for 
doubtuig the final success of the system, with those modifica- 
tions which experience may from time to time suggest — 
Among these there should obviously be a plan for the re- 
demption of the notes of the associated banks similar to that 
suggested in reference to the Safety Fund Banks. While 
the system afibrds all the requisite facilities and security for 
sound and sale banking, it is obviously so much more equal 
in its operation, and so much leas liable to be perverted to po- 
litical designs, that I trust you will omit no eifort to correct 
its defects and ensure its successful operation. 

Unitad Statet Senator. 

Permit me to express a confident hope that you will not 
add longer delay to that which has already unfortunately oc- 
curred in filling the vacancy in the representation uf this 
State in the Senate of the United Scales. 

Executive Power, 

The action of the Federal Government, always important, 
has within a few years past excited unusual interest Un- 
der the system of poUcy maintained from the foundation of 
the government, our country enjoyed a career of prosperity, 
interrupted only by brief intervals in which that policy was 
counteracted by circumstances arising out of the violation of 
our rights by liclligerent European nations. The country 
has experienced a great change within the last three years. 
A pressure U felt in all its interests and throughout its whole 
extent, and every effort to rise has been followed by greater 
depression. The Federal Executive, in his recent commu- 
nication to Congress, extends no hope of relief from these 
c'yiU, but urges the adoption of m^asurei^ the very discusvioa 
of which has produced only the most disastrous consequences. 
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We are an indu^ous, economka], enlightened, end virta- 
oufl people. Our prosperity is hiudered by no hereditaiy in- 
cquiditieB of political rights or social condition. We have en« 
joyed peace and tranquillity for twenty-five years. If then 
ttiere be any virtue in fortns of government, ours ought, if 
well administered, to secure national prosperity and general 
contentment and happiness. 1*he power and influence of | 
the Executive Depaitment of the Federal Government, are 
greatly increased, and the history of that government, for the 
lastiew^years, exhibits a constant struggle on the part of the 
Executive to control the opinions of the Representatives of 
the people. His appeals from their decisions have been tried 
by popular elections for the first, second, and third time. 

In auch trials the representative has to contend singly and 
unaided against the combined influence and patronage of the 
government Not content with the already overshadowing 
powers of the National Government, the President hasar- 
nigned before Congress the Institutions of the States, and 
the States themselves, and lias discussed their domestic con- 
cerns with as great fireedom as if they were responsible to the 
Federal GK>veramcnt, and were not sovereign in the conduct 
of their municipal uflGiurs. These innovations furnish a new 
demonstration of the error of those who, at the adoption of 
the Constitution, supposed the Federal Government too un- 
stable, and the power and influence of the Executive De- 
partment too limited. The time seems to have arrived, when 
the adoption of measures to restrain tlie increasing power of 
the Executive, and jnaintain the necessary independence Of 
f^o States, should no longer be delayed. Among such mea- 
sures none would be more safe, more eflfectual, or more in har- 
mony with democratic principles, than amendments of the 
Constitution of the Unitcil States, which should vest in Con- 
gress the appointment of the chief financial officers of the 
government, and limit the tenure of the Presidential olOSce to 
one term. 

Internal Improvement, 

It is a source of the highest satisfaction, that notwithstand- 
ing all adverse circumstances, the prosecution of works of 
Internal Improvement with private capital has not been ai- 
rasted during the past year, but has been carried on with 
patriotic and praiseworthy assiduity and with great success. 
That section of the New York and Erie Railroad^ about forty- 
five miles in length, which extends from Tappan, on the 
Hudson River, to Middietown, in Orange county, will soon 
be completed. The result will, it is hoped, vindicate the 
whole enterprise from unjust piejiidioes, and contribute to 
hasten its consummation. The Long Island Railroad has 
been extended further into the interior of the Island. By the 
completion of the Utica and Syracuse and the Syracuse and 
Aobum Railroads within the past year, only one hundred 
miles of railroad remain to be finished before our citizens will 
enjoy the facilities of a passage by steam power from one ex- 
tremity of the State to me other, and the steam navigation of 
the remotest Western Lakes will be connected with the steam 
navigation of the Atlantic, The completion of the railroad* ' 
from the coal mines at Blossburg, in Pennsylvania, to the 
termination of the western branch of the Chemung Canal, is 
an event of great importance to the central piirt of the State, 
and among its beneficial results we may anticipate an in- 
crease in ti^e revenues of that canaL 

The Tarious surveys directed by the Legislature at its last 
seeaton with a view to the improvement of the Northern 
tributaries of the Hudson, to the extension of the Chemung 
canal to the line of the State of Pennsylvania, to the exten- 
«on of the Black River canal to the St Lawrence, and to the 
eonstniction of a canal in the valley of the Connewango, have 
been successfully prosecuted. I transmit brief statements 
which have been submitted to me by the engineers engaged 
in the two first named surveys. I am certain you will not 
withhold whatever of encouragement and support can be ex- 
tended consistently with the financial condition of the State, 
to our fellow-citixens who feel an interest in these several im- 
provements. I recommend a continuation of the survey of 
the northern branches of the Hudson as necessary to a more 
pwribct acquaintance with' the extensive region of country 



which will be opened to commercial intercourse by the 
provements contemplated in that section oftfaeState, 

The general policy of prohibiting the transportation of 
freight on railroads which run parallel to the ctmale, is not 
altogether without question. There can, however, be but 
one sentiment as to the expediency of su^iending tfie pro- 
hibition during the season in which the navigation of ths 
canals is arre^ad by ice. A prohibition at that time apttaieB 
injurioudy to the agricultural interest, and tends to produoa 
a monopoly of the necessaries of life at a time when want 
and misfortune are felt most severely by the inhabitants of 
our populous cities. 

BtUarg-ement of canaL 

Apprehensions prevail that the public credit may beoooM 
too deeply involved in the prosecution of works of internal 
improvement The project of enlarging the Erie canal was 
adopted by the Legislature of 1835. It arose from the ne- 
cessity of repairing such parts of the canal, especially the 
locks and aqueducts, as were worn by time and use. With 
the great increase of trade, delays and inconveniences were 
experienced in consequenoe of die limited dimenoons of the 
canal and the want of double locks. It was manifest, too, 
that the canalahad not completely accomplished the objects 
of its construction, inasmuch as a considerable portion of the 
western trade continued to seek a market by other routes.-^ 
It seemed important, therefore, to increase its capacity, and 
thereby reduce the expense of transportation. It was main- 
tained that by the use of boats of one hundred tons burthen, 
instead of thirty tons, the expense of transportation would be 
reduced fidy per cent In this view the expediency of the 
enlargement was incontrovertible, if the expense should not 
Ije disprotK>rtionatc, and the requisite funds could be provided 
without injustice to other claims upon the public munificenoeu 
The act of 1835 directed the enlargement to be undertaken 
when the Canal Board should bo of opinion that the public 
interest required ti.e improvement, and its extent was sub- 
milted to their discretion. It will notj I hope, be deemed 
disrespectful to remark, that the first step in this great mider- 
taking, the delegation of the legislative power to a Board not 
directly responublc to the people, was a departure from the 
spirit of the Coniititution, so unfortunate in its consequences^ 
that it should remaiif a warning to all future Legislatures — 
The expense of the enlargement is now estimated at j^23,- 
403,^63 ; yet the law by which it was authorized, passed 
without any estimate having been submitted to the I^isla- 
ture, and with scarcely any discussion. If completed on the 
present scale, the canal will surpass in magnitude every other 
national work of internal improvement ; yet all the responsi- 
bilities in reference to the dimensions and cost of the enlarge- 
ment seem to have been cast offas unworthy the consideration 
of the Legislature. The same act provided that after t|i9. 
year 1837 Ihe expenditures upon that work should hs. so 
limited as to leave from the canal revenues, without referpnoD 
to auction and salt duties, an annual income to the State of 
at least three hundred thousand dollars, over and above all 
ordinary repairs and expenditures on the Erie and Cham- 
plain canals. 

In 1836, for the first time, an estimate of the expense of 
the enlargement was submitted to the Legislature bv the 
Canal Board, by which it was calculated at $12,416,160 17. 
The Canal Commissioners had previously estimated the ex- 
pense of the Genesee Valley Canal at 11(1,890,614 13, and 
that of the BUck River Canal at $ 1 ,068,437 20. With this 
information before them, the Legislature of 183^ increased 
the ^n^ual income to be applied to the uses of government . 
to four hundred thousand dollars. — They also directed the 
construction of the Genesee Valley and Black river canals, and 
provided that their deficiencies of revenue should be paid out 
of the Treasury, and authorized a loan of the credit of the 
State to the New York and Erie Railroad Company to the 
amount of three millions of dollars. 

The subject was again agitatecl in 1R37. The Canal 
Board reported that they did not Ix^Heve tlie enlargement 
could be completed at the cost before estimated, for the reason 
that the plans of some of the meclunical work had been 
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changed, and that parts of the line had been, and others pro- 
bably would be, varied. They stated that the cost of con- 
Mruction was greater than when the estimates were made; 
that tbcy did not believe, if prices were the same 'as at the 
time the estimates were made, that the cost of the work would 
exceed tho~ estimates, except the increase occasioned by 
changes of the plans or of the line. 1 bey added that they 
could not form an opinion of the additional co&t of the work 
beyond the estimates, but they did not believe it would 
amount to a large sum, exclusive of damages ; that the amount 
would greatly depend upon the prices of labour and provi- 
sions, and that there had been no estimate of damages to in 
dividuals. They also gave it as their opinion that it waa for 
the interest of the State to proceed with the enlargement, so 
that it might be completed sooner than was contemplated by 
the act of 1835. It is evident that this report did not tend to 
shake the confidence of the Legislature in the ability of the 
State to complete the public works, sbice the House of As- 
sembly rejected, by an almost unanimoua vote, a resolution 
contemplating the repenl of tlie laws directing the construc- 
tion of the Genesee Valley and Black River canals. 

In 1839, the late Executive recommended a more speedy 
cmlargement of the Erie canal. It was obvious from the con • 
dition of the tinancca of the State at that time, that this could 
not be effected without contracting a debt The Assembly 
responded to this recommendation by passings bill directing 
the commissioners of the canal fund to liorrow, on the credit 
of the State, one million of dollars for that object. The Se- 
nate amended the bill so as to authorize the borrowing of 
four millions of dollars instead of one million. In this shape 
the bill became a law. This law required the canal com- 
missioners to put under contract, with as little delay as pos- 
sible, such portions of the work as were mentioned in theii 
report of that year, and such oiher portions as; in the opinion 
of the Canal Board, would be^t secure the completion of the 
entire enlargement with double locks on the whole line. 

J59tifnate». 

It was reserved for the Assembly of 1839 to discover that 
the estimates which had been the basis of such important 
legulative action during the preceding three years had been 
widely erroneous. The canal commissioners were required 
to review their estimates of the unfinished works. They re- 
ported that the expense would be as follow:« : 
or the Erie canal enlargement, $^3,402,863 02 

Of ^ Black River canal, 2,141,601 63 

Of the Genesee Valley canal, 4,900,122 79 



provemcnt^has sustained a severe shock from the discovery 
that the State was committed by the L(egislature to an ex- 
penditure of thirty millions of dollars, for the completion of 
three wniks alone, upon estimates of the same works rising 
only to about fifteen millions ; and calculations exaggerating 
the liabilities of the State to forty millions of dollars have not 
been unsuccessful in adding imaginary alarm to the conse- 
quences of past errors, In themselves euificiently embarrass- 
ing. 

The only act which was passed at the session of 1839, 
appropriating money for purposes of internal improvement 
was one directing the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars 
to be expended in the navigation of the One'da river. With 
the exception of an act authorizing a variation in the plan of 
constructing the locks on the Genesee Valley canal, by which 
a saving of about five hundred thousand dollars will be mado-^ 
in the construction of that work, and several acts directing 
surveys in various parts of the State, there was no other le- 
gislation during that session upon the subject of internal im- 
provement Aside from the duties prescribed by these acts, 
all that the agents of the State have been called upon to do 
in relation to internal improvements has been to comply with 
legitilative directions, given previously to the session of > 839, 
and to provide, in pursuance of pre-existing contracts, for the 
expenses incurred in the prosecution of the public works by 
the canal commissioners. 

Such are the circumstances under which the public inter- 
ests have been confided to our care. Tlie discovery of the 
errors of our predecessors has happened at a time when con- 
fidence is impaired, property depreciatetl, the sule of re^ 
estate arrested, and the currency disordered. At such a pe- 
riod the financial difficulties of the State are liable to bo 
exaggerated, its resources undervalued, and its liabilities 



Making an aggregate of $30,444,687 79 

instead of $15,375,^02 49, the original estimated costs of 
those works^ 

The practice has recently obtained to some extent of test- 
fa^ Hw expediency of any proposed improvement by adding 
to its estimated casi the real and nominal indebtednen of the 
State, together with the sums for which the credit of the 
State is pledged or in any event authorized to be pledged, and 
of aasaming that the aggregate will be the debt of the State 
if the proposed improvement should be adopted. This test 
bss also been applied to the undertakings iu which the State 
has slready engaged, with the following rewlts : 
The existing canal debt for works com- 
pleted, (exclusive of the Erie and 
Chsmphiin canal debt, for the pay- 
ment of which a fund has accumulat- 
ed,) ^ $3,476,859 6fi 
The debt of the General Fund, 2,472,217 03 
The aggregate sum for which the credit 
of the Stale has been heretofore 
pledged and directed to be pledged in 
aid of canals and railroads, 4,610,000 00 
Eetimated coat of the enlargement of the 
Erie canal, and the construction of the 
Genesee Valley and Black River ca- 
nab, 30,444,587 44 



Making in aggregate of ^ ' $41,003,645 02 

The oonikSeiice of the people in the policy of internal inw 



magnified. 



Concffition in iiext number. 



Stochi.—Th^ New York State Stock, 5 per cent, 1845, 
to 186a, 8 '; Ohio State Stock, 6 per cent, 1850 to 1«6U, ' 
84i; Pennsylvania State Stock, 5 per cent., 1854 to 1865,^ 
75 ; United States Bank Shares 1 6/; do Bonds 6 per cent., 
1841 to 1842, 93. ^o improvement on American Stock. . 

LoKj)ON, Nov. 16. — In the Gazette of last night we have 
the return of the quarterly average of the weekly liabilities 
snd assets ef the Bank of Kngland, for three months from 
the 20th August to the 12tli instants This document ie 
at present looked for by all classes engaged in trade, with 
more than usual degree of interest ; and we are apprehen- 
sive that the return will, in some respects, produce disappoint- 
ment, as indicative of a Ici-s favorable state of afiairs thaa 
was pretty gennally anticipated. Compared with the three 
months from the 23d July to the 15th October, the circula- 
tion is now 17,235,000/ against 17,612,000/. being a dimi- 
nution of 377,r)00/., the deposits are 6,132,00C7. against 
6,734,000.^ being also a decrease of 602,000/., and making, 
the aggregate of the liabilities 23,367,000/. 

The securities are now 23,873,C00/. against 2^.939,000/, 
being a decrease of 1,066,000/. The bullion is by the pre- 
sent return, 2,545,000/. against 2,525,000/. being an increase 
of 20,000/. and making the total of the assets 26,418,000/. 
The surplus, or rest, as it is technically denominated, is 
3,051,000/. against 3,118,000/., which is a diminution of 
67,000/. during the past month. 
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Ditnud Swamp Canaf^Vhe following shows the com- 
mesce of the Canal, during the month of November last. 
Passed the South Locks Inwards, 76 schoonem 

•• •* 10 sloops 

14 lighters 
outwards, 72 schooners 

7 sloops 
13 Ughten 
20 lighters 
1 boat 
4 rafts tijo- 
ber, 1 55 pieces 
(Aitwards, 37 lighten 

ft tola 



M 
M 
M 
« 



Passed North Canri Inwards, 
<i <i <f 
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RcTl€i¥ of the MTeathcr, for JDccem- 

ber 1§39. 

The month came in weeping ! and it wept a port of 
almost every day until the 16th, when the tear« congealed 
and descendcl in the form of snow. The pprings and mill 
streams being then full, winter commenced in rather a mild 
lorm. We learn, however, by letters and newppapers, that 
the weather was severely cold in a part of the West, the 
North and the East, So early as the 25th of November, 
the cold was so intense, for a few days, in Indiana, that the 
mercury sunk to three degrees Irelo^ zero, and in some 
other parts of the West to seven below, and snow full sev- 
^al inches in depth. The colilest^duy that has been expe- 
rfienced in this city the present season was the 26lh of 
November, when, (between daybreak and sunrise) it was 
fifteen above zeio; but it soon l)ecamc moderate, and con^ 
tinned so until the middle of December, whcm a steady 
coM commenced, which closed the canals, the Schuylkill, 
and the northeastern branches of the Delaware above 
Kensington, to Trenton, &c., so that the up-river steamboats 
were obliged to discontinue their tripe for the season, on 
the IStli of the month. 

It rained a part of the 1st, ?d, 3d, 4th, ^th. 8th,9lh lOth, 
11th, 12th, 14th, 15th, 22d, 27th, and 28th. 
- A very little snow fell on the 16th, I7th, 27th, 28th, and 
29th. But on the 2 2d and 2:id we had from eight to ten 
Inches; and from the other side of the Schuylkill, as far west 
as wc have had any particulars, there fill in many places 
ifom eighteen to twenty inches. 

From the I4€h to ihc 16th, snow fell in Connecticut to 
the depth of nearly two feet; also about the same quantity 
in the interior of New York and in almost all the New 
England States, accompanied with violent gales of wind 
from the N. £. The shipping suffered very materially in 
the harbours of Boston, Sa'em, Marblohcad, Cape Ann, 
Newburyport, &.c. Out of sixty sail of vessels (principally 
coasters) which put into Gloocestcr (Cape Ann) for a har- 
bour, twenty-two were totally lost, with their cargoes and 
most of their crews. The remainder were all dismasted and 
otherwise injured. Twenty dead bodies were found on the 
beach, and it was supposed that not far from fiifty perished 
at and neatr that place alone. 

On the 22d, another violent snow storm, attended with a 
high northeast wind, was experienced at New York, which 
also extended on to the far east, doing much damage to 
shipping, Sec. The roads were so blocked up as to prevent 
the mails from arriving lor r« to 24 hours after their ap- 
pointed time. This storm was very extensive, and at many 
places very violent There was wind enough, however, in 
almost every place, to blow the snow into high banks, so as 
to render the roads impassable. The cars and stages were 
two or three days coming from Lancaster county to this city, 
which is short of fifty miles. The roads from Wilmington 
to Baltimore and Washington, were rendered impassable 
for two days. 

The northeast gale of the 2d, was so severe at Cape May 
and the Breakwater, that two schooners were driven on 
shore at the former, and one at the latter place, besides 
other Tesscls receiving injury. 

The average temperature of the month just closed was 
31, viz : at sunrise, it was 32 ; at 2 o*clock, 39 ; and at 10, 
P. M., 3 J . That of the corresponding month of last year 
was 29. 

The average of the whole year 1839 was 52 ; ditto 1838, 
62 : ditto, 1837, 5^ : ditto, 1836, 52j ; ditto, 1835, 62. 
The greatest variations for 26 years was only throe degrees. 
The equilibrium of the years is truly wonderful. 

The quantity of rain which fell during the past month 
was 6^ inches. 

It is said that nu>re snow heir fallea during the month 
juff closed, than any previous month of December, for 
thirty years. 

The British Queen steamer left New York on the 2d 
IMscember with 43 passengers and about one millibn of 
specie. 

Tbs Liverpool steamer arrfveJ at New York on the 5th, 



bringing 48 passengers ; and she left New York again for 
Liverpool on the I5th| with 31 passengers and eleven ban* 
dred and thirty-one thousand dollars in specie. 

The receipts on the Harlaem railroad for the last six 
months, were rising $70,0C 0^. This is a short but ▼ery 
productive road, running from tlie cHy of New York to 
Harlaem, a distance of about nine miles. 

Mr. Brunei, in England, has discovered a mode of ob* 
taining a railroad speed of 20U miles an hour. 

The receipts from the work done by 493 convicts in the 
Ohio State Penitentiary, from December 1, 1838, to De^ 
ccniLer 1, 1839, amounted to $54fi>.Q. — The expenses 
were on4y $35,1.00; leaving a nett balance of |19,COO to the 
credit of the State. The State of Ohio understands manag" 
ing its affairs much better than many other members of th« 
Union. 

A large fire occurred in New Yi^rk on the night of the 
r4th, destroying buildings and goods estimated at |050,0OO. 

Philadelphia, January 1, 1840. C. P. 

U. S, Gazette, Phila. 



A heavy Sno'iv Storm in Connecticut, — Wc learn from » 
gentleman who carae down in the N. Haven boat yesterday, 
t&at it commenced snowing at N. Haven about 10 o'clock 
on Saturday night and continued until Monday morning, 
during that tig^e the mmw fell lo the depth of twenty inchet- 
on the level. The cars which left on Monday morning were 
in sight at 2 o'clock P. M., at which time the boat left. — 
The Eastern mail due here on Sunday evening, did not ar- 
rive until last evening, yesterday ^s mail being stUl due. TIm 
mail carrier reported that the snow at Mamaroneck, WcsW 
Chester county, N. Y., was nearly two feet in deph, and that 
most of the distance from New Haven to that place, it was up 
to the bottom of the mail coach. It is said to have been the 
greatest fall of snow, in the vicinity of New Haven for sev- 
eral years. — Jour, of Com, • 



The number of steamers now afloat on the Western 
waters is stated in the Cincinnati Aknanac to be 327. Of 
these 88 were built at Pittsburg, 61 at Cinciimati, 19 at 
Wheeling, 14 at Jeffersonville, 1 3 at Louisville, 10 at New 
Albany, and the residue in various places — 38 are ownt«l 
in Cincinnati. The total cost of them exceeds five miK 
lions of dollars, averaging about $15,000 each. The 
steamboat trade is not on th» advance, the losses in it being 
frequently very heavy. 



Bank Ttaues, — The Court in Bank, at Columbus, have 
decided, that every description of bank issues, payable at 
an after date, and assnming the form of circulation, is Hlegsl, 
and a violatlcn of the charter. We, of tlie Gazette, have 
insisted upon this, and laboured to prevent our banks from 
attempting theeo issues, but without success. We wish* 
them safely out of the scrape. — \'incinnati Gazette, 



X^egal Decision. — In the Supreme Court of Massacho-* 
setts, it has been decided, that a grandchild born eight 
months and a half after the decease of the grandfather* is 
included in a bequest to *' grandchildren living at his de- 



cease. 



The Atlantic Insurance Company of New York, have' 
declared a half-yearly dividend of fifteen per cent The 
Express observes : The success of tliis company is truly 
astonishing, and even in seasons of great disaster, it keeps 
up its dividend. 



Seamni Jiesristered in 1839. — The number of seamen 
registered in tlie ports of the United Suies, during the year 
ending 30th September, 1839, is, as far as returns have been 
received by the Treasury Department, 7678. Of this num- 
ber, 3085 were registered in Massachusetts, 1241 in New 
York, 1063 in Maine, 640 iit Rhode Island, 192 in Con- 
necticut, 151 in New Hampshire, — th« residue, in other 
Sutes. 
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UNITED STATES ClttCUlT COURT- 

Jddge BetiB preuding. 

Thti Prdsidimt, Dih)(!Ydra & Co. of the Hampden Banl^ 
Hm. Edward Mi Mvrgaii, Henry F. Mcirgait, Knowl^ Taylor 
and Wtltiarai H. Jessup — This wa« en action to recover 
mbout $14,000, being the balance of an account. The ac- 
tsoo, though nominaUy against all the defendants, was virtu- 
AHy but Against KnoWlcs Taylor, the other parties making 
Hd defence. On the part of Taylor the ddence set up was 
Chat he had been only the spesdal, and not general partner df 
the other defendants, and as such, was not liable in the pro^ 
sent a"tion. 

It appeared that in the latter part of December, 1836, Tay- 
lor and the other defendants formed a partnership, in which 
it was agreed that Taylor was to put in $75,00 J and be 
only a special pattner- This partnership was advertised in 
the usual way, and the other requisitions of the law com- 
|>lied with as the defendant alleged. ^ 

The advertisement announced the formation of the part- 
nership nnder the different names which compoeed the firm, 
and also contained the word Company, and it was now con- 
tended that the use of the word Company was contrary to 
the express provisions of the statute relative to special part- 
nerabips^ and rendered all the members of the firm general 
partners. It was also alleged that there waa not sufiicient 
proof of Taylor's having p«it in a cash capital of $7A,000 and 
that if he had done so, he aAerwards wiUidreW it fn proof 
of the latter allegation, it was shown that during Ihe exis- 
tence of the firm, which failed in about three months aHer ' 
its commencement, Taylor had obtained small eiims at vari- 
ous timea front the firm. BuT iff relation to Ins having paid 
into the firm the cash capital of $75,000, it was stf fully 
proved as to admit no doubt of it. It was also contended on 
the part of the plaintiff*, that the certificate of the partnership 
had nM been sworn before the proper officer, as it was sworn 
before the Recorder, who is not a judge of Uie county court 
within the meaning of the law. 

The Court charged the jury that it was coneeded that a 
cash capital must be paid bona fide by the special partner, 
and if ho fails to do so, he is to be considered a general part- 
ner. But the Court held that the certificate and affidavit was 
prima facie evidence that the money had been paid, and re- 
qaired no further evidence until this proof was impeached by 
the other party, and evidence adidaced on their pari to show 
thait the money never had been paid. But in ditf present 
case, besides the certificate and affidavit the defendant had 
also produced other proof that he paid the money. 

If the jury found the fiict that the defendant bad not paid 
fat the capital, they ehould on that ground find a verdict for 
the plaintifil 

Tiie Court also ruled that the word " Company,'* in the 
Me of the firm, rendered the defendant and all the other' 
tnemben of it fentfraf partnem 

The Cotfrt consrdet«d (hat the #hhdr«wal of port of hin 
eapitil only rendered the defendant responsible to pay ic back, 
but in order to raise the point of law, it was necessary to as- 
certain the fkd, and tbe jury were to say whether he had 
withdrawn any part of his capital 

The jniy would, therefore, find two facts, whether the de- 
fendant had paid in the capital, and whether he had wi(h- 
dfawn any part of it. And then on the other questions of 
law involved in the case, the jory would; ander the direttloA 
•f the court, find a verdict for the plaintiff. 

The jory find that the sum of seveM^-tive thonsand <lo^ 
Ion was paid into the concern of £. M. Morgan Sc Co. by 
Ihe defeiidant, Kntfvtfeif TttyXar/ They find also that no 
part of said money hav been withdrawn by the said defend* 
danL 

And undA- the charge bf the coint, they find a gen^ 
verdict for plaintiff in the turn f 14,1 16 29 cents* 

For pfaimtiff, D. D. Field. 

For defendant, E. H. Blatchfdrd (tad G. G. Mool«. 

A", r. Sun, 



From the New York Journal of Commerce. 
THE AMISTAD AFRICANS. 
Judge Jutlson, on M6nday, pronounced hjs decision in t^e 
case of t' ese negroes, lie declares them free, with the ex- 
ception of Antoine, and decides that, by virtue of existing 
laws, they ought to be committed to tbe care of the UniteJ 
States government, for the purpose of bemg restored to the 
land firom which-they were stielen. This docieion win giv^ 
genemi satisfaction, and we understand it will not prc^bl^- 
be appeal!^ from. Ten days, however, were all<y^wed for an 
appeal to be taken, if desired by any of the parties interestedf 
otlicrwise a decree will be issued on the 23d inst in conform- 
ity to the decision here given. For the sake of those per-»' 
sons who have not leisure to read thd entire opinion, we wilt 
state the prinripal points, which are as follows : 

1. That the District Court for Connecticut has jurisdio- 
tion ; the schooner having been token possession of, in a legal 
sense, on the ** high seas." 

2. That the libel of Thomas R. Gadney and othen, ia 
priipeily filed in the District Colirt of Connecticut 

3tf That the seizers are entitled to salvage, and an ap-^' 
praisement will be ordered, and one-third of that amount an<f 
cost will be decreed just and rrtbSonaMe. ^ 

4. That Green and Fordham, of Sag Haihoaf, who dainf • 
to have taken original possession of vessel and 6irgio, cannot 
sustain their claim and therefore their libels be dbmiased. 

5. 'i hat Huiz and Montez, through the Spanish Minis- 
ter, have established no title to the Africans, as they are un-' 
doubtedly Bosal negroes, or negroes recently imported fironf 
Africa, in violotion of the laws of Spain. 

Gtf That the demand df restonrtioir, to haVe the question 
tried in Cuba, made by the Spanish Minister, cannot be com-* 
phed withf oe by their own laws it is certain they cannot en^' 
slave these Africans, and therefore cannot properly demand 
them for trial. 

7. That Antoine, being a Creole, and legally a slave, and, 
expressing a strong wish to be returned to Havana, a restora-i 
tion will be decreed under the treaty of 1 795. 

8.- That these Africans be deUvered ft> the Preiident o{ 
the United States, nnder tbe 2d ste. of the act of March 9, 
1819, and tho Irt sec of the law of 1818 still in force, to be 
transported to Africa, there to be delivered to the agl^nt ap- 
pointed to receive and conduct them home. 

St&ttmdnt of Bnghton Market for 1839. 

2d,263 Beef Cattle, sales estimated at - |1, 116,624 

15,252 Stores, " " j - 427,066 

95,i00 Sheep, * '^ - . 214,650 

26,f. 88 Swine, « « - - 143,534 



The thermometer at the Shaker village, near Albany, was 
doam to 20 degrees below aero, on. Thursday. 
Vol. 11—45 



25,830 

9,573 

104 ,€40 

26,104 

31,644 
16,216 
110,206 
17,052 Swme 

o8,^4 
11,858 
85,836 
li^667 

51,096 
(5,872 
98,160 
2o|.142 



1838. 



#1,901,864 



BeefCattfe,Y 

slT^pI ^ ^^ ertlmated at #2,059,004 

Swine, J 

1837. 
Beef Cattle,"^ 

Sh^p' f ®*'~ «tiniaf ed at $2,449,23 1 
ine, J 

1836. 
Beef£:attle,^ 

SlT^! ySaleaestim^ed* $l,85^,?02 

Swino, J 

1835. 
BeefCatt]e,'\ 

Bh^, \ *»^ w^m^fid it #1,878.032' 
SwHic, J Boizon Pmtriot. 



We are informed that the Board of Underwriteia, of tUa 
city, have advanced the premium on all riska on decks of 
vessels to three times the under deck rates, ibr tfie wiaAca 
months. — A. T. Jovr. of Com, 



58 



REPORT OF THE SCHUYLKILL NAVIGATION COMPANY. 



[JASvxmr^ 



Report 

To the StQckholdert of the Schuylkill ^'avi^ation Com- 
pany. 

The President and Managers of the Schuylkill Navigation 
Company ^have the pleasure of submitting to the stock hoW 
cksrs, the following report of their proceedings, during the 
poet year» together with a* conciae account of the affaire of 
the company generally. 

A (ew days after the last annual meeting, an ice freshet 
occurred in the river Schuylkill, exceeding in magnitude and 
severity, any that had taken place wiibin the recollection df 
the oldest inhabitant, being four feet higher than the memor- 
able one of February 1822. The water rose in- a^ few houra 
(in miny places) twenty feet above its usual height, carry- 
ing with it, in its courec over the company's dam>i, and other 
portions of their works, ail the heavy ice, formed in* the nu- 
merous large pools, and causing much injury to the works, 
at several of the most exposed situations. 

To make a thorough repair, and that there should not be 
any delay in opening the navigation for the trade, at its usual 
time in Uie spring, it became necessary, (notwithstanding the 
inclement season of the year) to take immediate measures 
for their accomplishment, accordingly every exertion was 
made commensurate with the importance of the object ; and 
by tho first of April, the repaira were so far completed as to 
open the navigation for use. The whole expense amounted 
to $30,664 77 of which one half has been charged to the 
contingent fund, and the balance to current expense account* 
of the year. 

Considering the unus^ual height of the freshet the thick- 
ness and weight of the ice, carried over the company's dams, 
dtc it was gratifying to the Bo.ird of N!anagcrs, tU.at the in- 
jury sustained, was much less tlian at first appreliendcd, and 
is an evidence of the strength and solidity of the works. 

The following improvements have been made since the 
last annual reporf to the stockholders. 

1st. — At the head of the Girard cimal, a new twin lock 
built of cut stxme and cement, which had been commenced 
the preceding season, has been finished, and the dam of about 
eighteen feet in height, across the river at that point which 
forms the pool, from which the canal of twenty-two miles in 
length, receives its supply of water, has been in part rc-built 
and strengthened, by a new crib work of logs, placed in front, 
forming a slope, all firmly bolted together, filled with stone 
and covered with timber its .whole cxirnt, by which the dam 
has been made subjtan.ial, and ai free from leaks as possible. 

2d. — At the head of the Oaks canal, opixjs'tc Phcenixville, 
a new set of twin locks, seventeen feet by liincty, built of cut 
stone and cement, in the most substantial manner ; also a 
comfortable stjne house for the Locktender, has been erect- 
ed ; these have been put up, a short distance below the lock 
originally constructed, the situation of which was such, as ' 
not to admit of an additional one, which was neccssaty fur 
the accommodation of Uie increasing trade. 

3d. — At ( 'Ustard^s Island, a few miles above Norristown, 
a new set of twin locks, of the same dimensions as the last 
described, and built in the same substantial manner, of cut 
atone and cement, have been erected. A dam intended to be 
constructed at this point (for which the materials are prepar- 
ed) will be pot up the next season ; when this Mhall have 
been accomplishi^, there will be a continuous towing path 
on the right bank of the river connecting with the other im- 
ptovements of the company above and below, and the great 
inconvenience and detention, produced by boats being obliged 
to crojs the river twice, near the above mentioned section as 
heretofore, will be obviated ; further explanatory reasons for 
making the two last mentioned improvements, are more par- 
ticularly detailed in the last annual report. 

4th.— The dam at the head of the Manayunk canal, one 
of the most important on the line, as it furnishes water for 
numerous manufactories, from which the company receives 
a large annual revenue ; this was believed to be unsafe, and 
■o much water passed through it, during the severe drought 
of 183 S aa to render the navigation in the pool above ex- 
tremely difficult, as w^ell as endangering the constant supply 
of water for the navigation and the mills of Manayunk; to 



obviate these defbcC^, it was JeemedTtufispensaHy n< 
to build an entire new dam, with a sluice capable of drawing 
off the pool above at any time, should it be deemed necesaaiy 
to clear out the channels : the whole has been completed 
(with new cut stone abutments) in the most substantial man- 
ner, located immediately in front of the old raperatructure^ 
that remains am a backing to the* new dam, which is tijat^ 
eighteen inches higher, giving five feet six inches Jfepdi of 
water, throughout the pool above, and capable of passiag 
boats with one hundred tons cargo. The new dam is based 
upon solid rock its whole extent, and has been made as sub* 
stantial and free from leaks as possible. 

- 5th. — At the Schyulkill Falls Bridge, (a few miles above 
the city,) the space between the pier and the towing path is 
narrow, and the current so strong as to render the passage of 
boats at all- times- difficult, and'iit moderate frssheCs very dan- 
gerous.- Witft a desne to render the navigation as perfect as 
(Ibssible, measures have been taken to increase the width oC 
the passage, so as to remove the difficulties, in the accom- 
plishment of which considerable progiess has been made dur- 
ing the past season, but it yet remains to be completed. 

Several towing path bridges across the river, and new toll 
houses, have been put up ; the towing paths have been raised 
and strengthened in- many places, and the rescrvoire on 
Tumbling Run, have each been raised two feet, for the pur- 
pose of increasing their capacity, tho dimensions of which 
are as follows : 

No. 1, FiAy-thrce feet eight inches dept^ of water over 
the iron pipes at the mound, and contains per estimate, 25,- 
500,000 cubic feet of water. 

No. 2. Fifty-four feet depth of water, as above, and oon* 
taining 36,000,000 cubic feet of water. 

The Board of Managere have much pleasure in staling, 
that all the lift locks in the lower section of the works, be- 
tween Philadelphia and Reading, (except two of trifling lifl,) 
have been doubled ; also all the combined locks, in the upper 
section above Reading, except one set (where only two are 
connected) near the head of the works. 

They have not suggested any further new improvements 
for the present. 

Of the loans heretofore authorized by the stockholders for 
new works, the following remains to be disposed of: 

Of loan January, 1839, $51,264 00 

Also, sundry certificates of the company's 
loans, at 5^ per cent., that fell due on the 1st 
January, 1 837, and were paid, the sale or renew- *" 
al of which has hern authorited by ordinance, 
(but not disposed of,) 75,743 97 

Also sundry certificates of loan, at 5 per cent 1 8,1 25 81 

$145,133 78 



The above amount, it is Itelieved, will be sufiicient to finish 
those portions of new improvements already commenced, and 
to refund the amount temporarily borrowed, if made avails^ 
ble by an increase of the rate of interest authorized. 

Therefore, we respectfully suggest that an ordinance be 
passed, authorizing the Board of Managere, to cancel the 
certificates of loans before referred to, amounting to f 93^69 
78, bearing an interest of five and five and a half per cent, 
and that a new loan be authorized for $120,')00, at an inter- 
est of six per cent, per annum, in lieu thereof, and to ra-paj 
$25,000, loan, due on the firet instant, lor whidi the draft of 
an onlinance has been prepared for the consideration of tho 
stockholders. 

The whole quantity of anthracite coal sent to market in 
the year 1839, by the Schuylkill Navigation, per the reports 
of toll collectors. Tons, 442,606 

To which add the number of tons remaining 
on the landings, as per report of January lost 45,000 



The supply of 1859, 



Tons, 



467,m)8 



Which has been distributed, as near as can be ascertuned, 
as follows : 

Delivered between^ Port Carbon and Phila- 
delphia, short of the city, Tons, ?8,9S4 



1840.] 



COAL TRADE. 



60 



Tbere has been sent for New Yodc on iKMud 
Xhe cansl lieats, passing direct finsm the 8cho>'l> 
kill coal region to that city. 

There has been shipped at PhilaJelpltta, on 
board of 2,561 vessels, for distant parts, 

There has been sold at the city for home con- 
«umption» 

Allowance for waste. 

And there remains on hand at the Philadelphia 
Jaodings on ihe Schuylkill, January 1, 1840, 



27,000 

286,990 

lCO,69i 
30,000 

14,000 



Tons, 487,603 



There was likewise brought to marlict in 1839, 9,56 4 tons 
of bituminous coal, from the Susquehanna mines, via the 
Pennsylvania, Union and Schuylkill canals. 

The coal shipped on the Schuylkill Navigation is brought 
to the diflerent landings in the coal district by the following 
railroads, d:e. 

Mount Carbea, railroad, ... 80,182 

Schuylkill Valley, «... 70,278 



Mill Creek, 
West Branch, 
Little Scuylkill, 
By other means, 



•4 
M _ 



- 47,739 
161,000 

- 10,694 
72,447 

Tons, 442,360 



The whole quanti^ of Anthracite coal sent to market by 
the several canals in the year 1 S3 9, is as follows : 



By the Schuylkill Navigation, 

By the Lehigh 

From Mauch Chunk, 
From Parryville, 
From Penn Haven, 



Tons, 442,360 



140,651 
38,429 
41,565^ 



By the Delaware and Hudson, 
By the Union Canal, via the ScbuylkiH 
Navigation, 



220.645 
122,800 

t48 



Tons, 785,553 



Being 61,717 tons mare than the whole supply of 1838, 
The amount of toll received on eoal in 1839, ^381,198 01 
The amount of toll received on all other ar- 
ticles, 123.706 11 



From the ascending trade, 
From the descending trade, 



Tonnage of the ascending trade. 
Tonnage of the descending trade, 



^504,904 !2 

$70,217 83 
434,686 29 

$504,934 12 

Tons, 65,192 
621,524 



Tons, 686,716 



$16,957 83 

$5,221 56 

$19,750 00 



The rents received in 1839, from real estate, 
ground lents and water rents, including 
arrears of 1 838, 
The arrears of renti due and uncollected on 

the first of January, 1840, 
The estimated income from rents, dec, for 

1840, 

The capacity of the Schuylkill NavigHtion for the accom- 
modation of the trade, has not yet been fully ascertained by | 
actual regular business, to the extent of its capability ; but 
some idea may be formed, from the number of boats tliat 
have been passed upon it, particularly those laden with an- 
thracite coaL as follows : 

In 1837, 623,152 tons ^ere conveyed to market, and in 
the month of October of that year, an average of 390 boats 
per week, of the four successive weeks in that month, were 
conveyed from the coal rf»gion, (and in one week 399 were I 



cleared out anfl pa»oA ;) tlie article being then in good de- 
mand, a much larger number oOuld have been despatched, 
had they been at hand, but for the purpose of making a cal- 
culotion, the average number will b^ tidcen. 

In making an estimate, it must be premised that all the 
boats are of suitable capacity, and that they perform Iheir 
voyages ri-gular'y the whole season, from the first opening of 
the works, on the Ist of April, to the usual time of closing 
them, about the l«t of December, — thirty-five weeks, — and 
we have the following result: 
390 boats of 60 tons each, for thirty-five weeks, 

gives. Tons, 819,^00 

If 500 boaliB, 1,050,000 

Tfaie improvements recerrfly made, will warrant even a 
much larger estimate. • 

It may be interesting to the stockholders to learn, that t 
new plan of operation upen the Schuylkill Navigation, has 
been commenced during the past season, that promises to 
become of mudi importance to the interests of the Company. 

We allude to the shipping of coal, &c., from the head of 
the Schuylkin Navigation, direct to the city of New York, 
and other intermediate markets, via the Delaware River, and 
the Delaware' and Raritan CanaL 

Cargoes are token on board of covered boaU at Pottsville, 
and other depots in the immediate neighbourhood of the coal 
mines, and delivered at New York or other markets ; thus 
saving the time, -waate and expense of discharging and re- 
shipping as heretofore, equal to about seventy cents a ton ; 
the same boats returning with cargoes of merchandise and 
other commodities, for which a market has been found so ex- 
tensive, as to aflbrd great encouragement to those engaged in it. 

One concern put into operation by two or three enterprising 
individuals, had, within the past season, fifty-five boats, aver- 
aging between fifty and eixty tons, each, employed in this 
trade ; and although they did not get under way until late in 
the season, the quantity of coal carried by them, was 25,000 
tons ; and eight or ten other boats, owned by two individuals, 
(also commenced at an advanced period of the season,) car- 
ried over 2,000 tens of coal, returning with a very considef^ 
able amount of back freight, required for consumption in the 
coal districts. And eingular as it may appear, the article of 
presaed hay, shipped from New York to Pottsville, is said to 
have yielded a lilieral profit to the carrier. 

It is asserted on good auihority, that arrangements are m 
progress, for an extensive enlargement of this trade for the 
next season. 

A trip from Pottsville direct to New York, is thus per- 
formed in seven days. 

Tlie board of Managers offer to the Stockholders, as pait 
of the Report, the following : 

A. A t<d)ular statement of the business of the Company 
from its commencement, showing the quantity of coal, dec, 
transported, and the amount of tolls and rents received each 
successive year. 

B. A general account current, exhibiting the cost of tl:e 
works, amount of capital stock, money borrowed, current ex* 
penses, &c 

C & D. Accounts of the several articles conveyed up and 
down the Schuylkill Navigation, during the year 1839. 

The current expenses of the past year have been swelled 
to an amount much larger than usual, in consequence of the 
injuries sustained by the great ice freshet of January last, and 
other extraordinary repairs to the works. 

A committee of the Board of Managers visited the whole 
of the works, a few weeks past, and it is with much pleasure 
we now state, in the language of their report, " that they 
found the whole line of improvements, in much better order 
than on any preceding visit of examination.*' 

Inclosing this report, the Board of Managers congratulate 
the Stockholders on the prosperity of the Company, and with 
much pleasure, express their full confidence in its prospective 
eontinuanee. All which is respectfully submitted. 

By Older of the board, 

JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, President 

Office of Ihe Schuylkill Xavization Compamjy 
P'hilaileiphia,Jan,eth, 1841). 
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Ji4 — Qmieml Statement pf the butinete 0/ the Company from Ub Commencement, 



TeuB. 



Total 
tonnage. 



1815-) 
1816 >. 

18173 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1829 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
^832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 



Tons of 

COftl. 



ToUon 
coaL 



I 

No receipt in these ywn. 



32,404 
65,501 
105,463 
134,524 
180,755 
196,413 
327,921 
445,849 
395,720 
535,194 
631,173 
726,730 
643,633 
686,71Q 



6,500 

16,767 

31,360 

47,284 

79,973 

89,984 

81,854 

209,27 1 

262,971 

226,692 

339,508 

432,045 

523,152 

433,875 

442,608 



Ton on 

other 
articlea* 



Total toll 



Deioending 
ton. 



9,700 00 

25,147 00 

33,317 00 

46,202 00 

77,032 00 

87,192 00 

78,781 00 

199,784 00 

228,138 00 

204,490 14 

310,475 19 

399,472 59 

484,799 29 

385,024 48 

381,198 01 



6,075 74 

18,961 87 

24,832 74 

.40,969 56 

43,007 00 

60,973 95 

55.224 32 

66,045 70 

97.348 00 

95,350 91 

123,168 45 

I23,lfi0 67 

119,390 28 

120,326 56 

123,706 11 



233 00 
1,202 16 

803 07 

1,792 60 

1.054 97 

1,964 38 

635 00 

15,775 74 

43,108 87 

58,149 74 

87,171 56 

120,039 00 

148,165 95 

134,005 92 

264,829 70 

325,486 63 

299,841 05 

433,643 64 

522,633 26 

604,189 57 

505,351 04 

504,904 a2 



13,363 74 

32,968 97 

42,865 27 

64,001 56 

92,186 00 

105,231 36 

99,995 52 

218,218 00 

263,744 00 

246,266 14 

362,861 36 

446,375 06 

525,845 45 

433,901 55 

434,686 39 



Aecending 
toIL 



2,412 00 
10,139 90 
15,284 47 
23,170 00 
27,853 00 
42,994 59 
34,010 40 
46,611 70 
61,743 63 
53,574 91 
70,782 28 
76,258 20 
78,344 12 
71,449 49 
70,217 83 



AmouDtof 
rente. 



4,700 

4,900 

6,967 

7,618 

10,574 

13^800 

13,750 

15,207 

16,673 

16,687 

17.898 

16,328 

13,754 

19,371 

16,957 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

00 
Q^ 
00 
00 
67 
54 
85 
16 
81 
83 



c. 



Tonnage of articles detceniling the river in 1839. 


Coal, - 


m 


. 


. Tons 442,608 


Floor, 




 . 


do. 


9,974 


Whiskey, 


- 


. 


do. 


1,010 


Lumber, 


n 


m 


do. 


1 1,640 


Leather, - 


• 


. 


do. 


292 


Blooms and Castings, 


m 


m 


do. 


S,901 


Wood, . - . 


m 


m 


do. 


5,660 


Iron, ... 


m 


m 


do. 


16,633 


Iron Ore, 


^ 


. . 


do. 


3440 


Grain, 


m 


» 


do. 


19,U3 


Batter, - 


m 


. . 


do. 


194 


Bacon, Poik and Lard, 


m 


' * " 


do. 


415 


Kails, - 


^ 


.  


do. 


3,206 


Sand, 


m 


. 


do. 


670 


Rags, - 


m 


r " 


do. 


166 


Staves, 


m 


• » » 


do. 


495 


Lime, 


m 


. 


do. 


31,695 


Limestone, • 


m 


? 


do. 


53,975 


Bituminoos Coal, 


• 


. . 


do. 


9,564 


Shingles, 


 


. 


do. 


2,159 


Maible, - 


. 


. . 


do. 


892 


Stone, 


m 


a 


do. 


1,757 


Seed, . 


m 


. . 


do. 


848 


R R. SUla, . 


m 


. 


do. 


810 


Anthracite Coal from the Unic 


m Canal, • 


do. 


249 


Sundries, - ' . • 


T 


•' 


do. 


1,971 



Tona iilfiU 



Tonnage ofJIrHelee ascending the river in 1839. 

Merchandise, - . «• .' Tons 17,533 

Fish, .... do. 2.407 

Salt, - - ^ . . . . do. 4,462 

-PU^r, - r r  do. 13,147 

Grain, do. 1,801 

lr<m, ... - ^o. 2,165 

Pi^ef, - - r : 7 do. 644 



Flour, 


. 


V 


do. 


733 


Iron Ore, 


. 


. . 


do. 


2,654 


Bricks, 


«• 


. 


do. 


603 


Tar and Pitch, - 


. 


do. 


194 


Blooms and Castings, 


do. 


211 


Lime, - 


. 


- 


do. 


760 


IJmestone, 


• 


• m 


do. 


5,158 


Clay, . 




r 


do. 


275 


Sand, 




m m 


do. 


826 


Bun^, - 




t 


r - do. 


275 


Lumber, 




 n 


. . f dq. 


9,927 


Marble, - 






do. 


• 419 


Stoiic, 




m 


do. 


149 


Manure, - 




m 


do. 


434 


Potatoes, 




m * 


r do. 


533 


Furniture, 






do. . 


109 


Staves, 






do. 


635 


Whjpkpy, 






do. 


157 


Hemp, 






do. 


196 


Cpal, - 






•* • do. 


1,607 


Rails, 






do. 


907 


Wood, . 


. 




do. 


671 


Pork ^d Bacon, 




do. 


186 


Meat, - 


- 




do. 


C27 


Sundries, 


• 




do. 

t 

Tons 


1,497 




65,192 







Rdifiloiig Beiioin illations In Gonncc- 

licut. 

The Congregationalists have 232 Charches, 277 minis- 
ters, including 49 who have no pastoral charge, and about 
40,000 communicants. The Calvinlstic Baptists have 98 
Churches, 77 ordained ministers, 20 licentiates, and upwards 
of 10,000 communicanCs. - The Episcopalians have 63 
ministers, and about 7,' 00 members. The methodists hid 
in 1838, 40 ministers, and 7,000 members. There is a con- 
siderable number of Universale societies, two Unitarian, 
two or three Roman Catholic, several 'Freewill Baptists, a 
few Friends, a few Sandemaniansj and one society of 
ShakeiB,. . ' . „, 



1840.1 
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Piratet en the Bank* oftheMitthnpfd* — ^The annexed 
■tatament appeon in the Viekabnrg Sentinel of the ISch ult, 
aigned by two citizena of Indiana: 

PIRATES! PIRATES! PIRATES! 

We caution the ilat-hoatmen, and all peraons engaged in 
trade on the Mimauppi river, to be on the look-oat for a 
gang of plratea near the mouth i>f White river, who, on the 
night of the Sdth of October laat, fired from the ahore at our 
boata aa we were paaang down the river ; they hailed ua and 
commenced abusing Uie boatmen on the river ; we passed on 
quietly and made them no answer ; we aaw a abort distance 
idiead of ua a very large light, and persona moving around 
in firont of it, and when we came oppoaile the fire, one of the 
gang picked up a torch to enable another of the party to fire 
at ua with a gun heavily charged with large ahot, several of 
^priluch struck the sides of the boat, without doing any dam* 
«ga to any one on board. Immediately after, another torch 
waa held up, and the sharp crack of a rifie was the immedi- 
ate result The ball passed us ^thout injuij, by which time 
we had neariy passed the tight We heard whistling and 
the aound of a horn, and two more lights sprung up ahea J 
about half a mile. We immediately put out our lights on 
tiie boat, and dropped over on the opposite aide of the river, 
near the bar, where we cast anchor, until about two in the 
morning. We raiaed our andior without the least noise, 
and aa the light went down on the shore, we were on our 
way again down the river. We believe there ia a party of 
loUiers in the neighborhood of White river, and again cau- 
tion all persons to keep a good look-out for them or they may 
not eacape as well as we did. Many boats have been robbed 
near this place and we have not the least doubt but that this 
is the same party. 



emendation of the Pharmacopoeia of 1830, this subject en- 
gaged its attention primarily, and, after maCmv defiberation 
and a free interchange of opinion among the delegates firom 
difierent parts of the Union, the Convention referred to a com- 
mittee of seven members all the documenta in its poawssion, 
witH instructions carefully to revise, prepare, and publish the 
Pharmacopoeia of the United Statee for 1840, under the au- 
thority of this Convention. 

Arrangements were also made for the assembling of the 
fourth decennial Convention in Washington, on the finit 
Monday in May, 1850. 

Other busineas of great interest to the medical prolesaton of 
the country was transacted ; and a zeal for the extension of 
medical science, together with a spirit of generous cordiality, 
manifested by the delegates, which must contribute 



was 



greatly to secure the objects of the Convention. 

Having passed votes of thanks to tlie ofHcen of the Con- 
vention, and to the Board of Aldermen for the use of their 
room, the Convention, after a seadon of three days, adjourned. 

JVational Inteliis^encer, 



Pirate* on the MitMnpfd.-'The New Orleana Picay- 
une gives an account of another attempt on the part of some 
of the river pirates, to murder the crew and take poesession 
of a fiat boat Two men went on board a boat at Natchez, 
with the ostensible intention of purchasing it and the cargo. 
They however came to the conclusion to go to New Orieans 
in her and buy it there in New Orleans funds, at a price 
agreed upon. The only persons on the boat were an old 
man and his son. When they orivad near Red River, the 
two passengers commenced an attack upon the owners,— 
They $nt struck the old man with an axe, and inflicted two 
very seveie wounds. They then made a dash at the son, 
but he jumped overboard and awam to the ahore. Hia ea- 
cape fingfatened the ruffiana, and they took the skiff attached 
to the flat boat and made their eacape. T^iey have not yet 
been antiated. 



National Uledical €oiivoHtion. 

The third decennial National Medical Convention for the 
revision of the Pharmacopoeia of the United Btat^, assembled 
in the City Hall, Washington, pn the tst Jonuary, 1840. 

The following Medical Societies and Colleges were repre- 
sented in the Convention, viz. The Rhode Island Medical 
Society ; the New Jeney ]if edical Society ; the College of 
Physiciana of Philadelphia ; the University of Pennsylvania ; 
the Jefferson Medical College ; the Delaware Medical Society^ 
the Washington University of Baltimore ; the Medical and 
Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland ; the Medical Society of llie 
Bistrict of Columbia ; the Columbian Medical pollege ; the 
Yincenncs Medical Society of Indiana, and the Georgia Med- 
ical Society. The credentials of the delegations from tbe 
White Mountains Medical Society of Vermont from the Med- 
ical Society of New Hampshire, fiom the Albany Medical 
Society, and from the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Lexington, Kentucky, were presented by the President ()Ut 
the Delegates were prevented from attending. 

The Convention elected Lewis Condict, M. D., of N^w 
Jeney, President; George^ Wood, M. D. of Philadelphia, 
Vice President; N, W. Worthinjjton, M.D., of Georgetown, 
D. C, Secretary ; Harvey Lindsly, M. D.| of Washington 
eity, Aasistafit Secretary. 

Tl)a chief object of the Convention being the revialon and 



Mr. H4Lx^ — During the three recent gales, tbe fiill of tliv 
barometer was so great and sudden, that perhaps tbe follow- 
ing account thereof may be acceptable to you. In eadi of 
these storma the mereury began to sink from 12 to 20 hocnv 
before the wind became violent and almost simnltaneonaty 
with the change of the wind from West to East, and Uiua tm 
usual gave notice of the approaching gale. 

In the storm of Dec. 1 5th, the Barometer began to fall on 
the 14th, at 7 P. M., and fell 1,15 inch, or from 30,1 1 inches 
to 29,06 inches. 

In the storm of the 23d, it began to fell on the 2Sd at 1 1, 
A.M. and fell 0,51 inch^or from 30,18 inch to 20,67 inches. 

In the storm of the 28th, it began to fall on the 27th, at 10 
A. M., and fell 1,50 inch, or from 30,36 inches to 28,77. — 
(TheseiaUitudes are corrected for the change of level in the 
dstem of the barometer, are reduced to the mean height of 
the sea, and for the internal thermometer at 60 dqpves.) 

On the 15th and 23d, the Barometer began to rise, whilst 
the storm was still violent but on the 28th, although the 
wind had neariy died away by 9, A. M. the Barometer con- 
tinued to sink» but very slowly, until 0, P. M. from which it 
seems highly probable, that the storm continued through the 
day, at no very great distance from us. Indeed the d q >r c » 
sion of 1,50 inch in the altitude of the Barometer, from the 
27th to the 28th, is most extraofdinary, being about one nine- 
teenth of the whole altitude, and as the mean pressure of the 
atmosphere is about 6fteen pounda on every square inch of 
surfece, it follows that, on Saturday, on every square foot the 
'pressure waa less by one hundred andJSfieen pounds than 
on the day preceding. 

It may be proper to add, that no regard should be paid, by 
those who may consult the Barometer, to the words, ** Fair, 
Change, Rain,'' dec., sometimes found thereon; they are 
worse than useless, and are now generally omitted on good 
instruments ; the rising or sinking of the colnmn of mercury, 
and the direction of the wind are only to be regarded. As a 
general rule whenever the Barometer falls in this city, with a 
Northeast wind, bad weather may be expected ; cxoeptionp to 
this rule sometimes occur, but even in these cases there ia 
reason for believing that a atorm exists, too distant to be per- 
oeived here, though not .too remote to afiect our atmosphere 
— and although thia instrument may thus sometimes indicate 
a atorm, which does not readi us, it seldom, perhaps, it may • 
be said never, feils to give notice of the approach of an East- 
erly gale to our coast 

The recent stonns produced extraordinarily high tidea, for 
this season of the year. The tide of the 28th waa about six 
inches higher than that of the 23d, and with the exception 
i»f that of March 26th, 1830 was the highest I have ever oh* 
served. 

The quantity of snow that has fallen this winter in this 
city, is al)Out five inches, viz. Dec*. 1 5ih and 1 6th four inches, 
and on Dec. 23d one inch ^ b|it of this there is very little now 
remaining. 



MBCELLANEOUS. 



[Jaxvait, 



The greatest cold in this city, occurred 4m the 19lfa, ^m 
9i degrees abwe lero. In November the greatest depiee- 
non was on the 23J, IS a^ov^ In Michigan and Illinois, 
that morning, the thcnnometer was- 10 to 15 dehvt or 28 to 
33 degxees lower than here. In Cincinnati it was at lero. 

SL'OAR VK. COTTOIf. 

W« are aware that it has been a question for some time 
past with our {banters, and one which truly deserves attention, 
whether the culture of sugar can be carried on in Louisiana 
with as much profit and success as that of cotton« The opin- 
ion has obtained pretty generally throughout the State judg- 
ing from the remaiks of planters and other sources, that the 
crope of sugar arc attended with much less certainty, and the , 
profits fall conflidenbly short of those of cotton ; and conse- 1 
qnently it is no unusual thing to see a large sugar plantation I 
converted into cotton $elds, *nd valuable sugar houses used { 
for mere storage, or allowed to stasid idle. 

T^M effect of cases of this natttre is of the most prejudicial 
kind to the cane growing interest Young planters are by 
this means deterred from entering into thssspecies of business ' 
ttom the fact of seeing others leaving it, without sibpfiuig for , 
a moment to reason, ar inquire upon the subject l^uch we ' 
think, ere long will regret the step. i 

The prospect of t^ c«tton market at present is any thing ' 
but fiLvuurable and it is ever, by far, more fluctuating and . 
uncertain than that of supar^ and we should not be surprised \ 
if the crops of many plantations this year should sell at a less ' 
rate than the actual cost of making them, and especially where , 
these plantations are purckosed upon a credit, at ten per cent. \ 
interest This eiaking condition then of the market, should , 
have the efiTect of encouraging those already engaged in the I 
cultivation of the cane, and lead others to examine into the ' 
subject 

We have been at some Uttle pains to ihXAn information, 
on the comparative profits arising from the cultivation of these 
two great staples ; and the results so far, appear to be de- 
cidedly in favour of the sugar planter. 

An'acre of ground which will produce four hundred and 
fifty pounds clean cotton, will produce twelve or thirteen 
hundred pounds of sugar, besides the usufl portion of syrup 
and molasses. Thus w« have been informed by planters 
whose fields lie side by side. And the amount of labour 
required for the latter is no greater than the fonner, four and 
five acres being the average quantity for each hand to tend. 
What are the conclusions, then, to be drawn from these facts ? 
They are, that the ratio in pounds between the sugar and 
cotton, is nearly that of three to one, or that the same land 
willyield three pounds of sugar to one of cotton. Valoeing 
the sugar at five cents and the cotton at ten, w« have a bal- 
ance in &vour of sugar one-third, not considering the molasses, 
which is generally sufficient to defray all the expenses of the 
cultivation. Such we believe would be nearly the state of 
the case if facts were obtained and examined. 

Another circumstance in relation to this subject, deserves 
the attention of the planter : that, while the call for l^ome 
consumption is continually increasing the ability on the part 
of the foreign planter to idBTord supplies, will ])robabIy con- 
tinue to diminish. It has been remarked by a vniter in tfie 
Boston Courier, that the sugar business in the British West 
Indies cannot -thrive under the new system of managing. 
And the rigorous measures about to be enforced against the 
African slave trade, will probably enhance the price of slaves 
in the Spanish Islands, and diminish the amount of sugar an- 
nually made. The natural increase of slaves in Cuba, falls 
far short of the demand on account of the excessive hard la- 
bour to which they are subjected. The men being worked 
during eight months in the year, twentjr hours out of the 
twenty-four, and consequently are short lived. Every thing, 
then seems to be in favour of th j sugar planter and bids him 
take courage. 

The subject, when viewed in the light of political econ- 
omy, or in that of individual interest, carries with it a strong 
plea for the attention and study of the planter. 

Were a part of the capital and industry at present em- 
barked in the cotton trade trai)sferred to the sugar line, the 



aimple law of supply and denend w^old be moieequal inila 
influences, in botli bcaBcbcs of trade of these great atsfiea. 

Baion E^ug^ Oatette* 

AIIci;hcnf River Bni>incM. 

The business of this noble river ia very extensive and gmd* 
ually growing more important — ^But as yet the whaif nea- 
ter, nor the city officers take no particular acoouni of It, 
hence we are obliged to report frvm our own knowledge and 
judgment, and believe it to be nearly aa foUowa ; — Steam- 
boats that go (a Fraepert, Kittanning, Franklin and Wanen, 
with Pittift>urgli manufaclurea and Foreign and Dometir. 
goods and produce, about 1 75 arrivals Flat and bed bosis 
arriving down die same river with salt, {Mg metal, iron, sash, 
buckets, lumber, dec. dec. about 650. Total boat arrivsJa by 
the Allegheny, about 825, besides an imtneDse number of 
rafts of boards, logs, scantling, diingles, dec., much of whiiA 
passes by our city to all the ports beIow-*making the arrivals 
on the NUnongahela 1433 

On the Allegbeny 175 — 

Total steamboat arrivsis at Pittsburgh 1608 

Do. other boats on the Monvngahiela 1716 

Do. do. cm the Allegheny 650 

Grand loUl 3974 

As these boata generally return up the two rivera or d»> 

scend the Ohio partially or fully loaded with freight and pa»> 

sengera, they may be doubled for their departures, which 

i^aMkl make the telal arrivals and departures of 1839,7,948. 

Jfarn§*9 InttlHgencer, 

Tlie late $nowa. 

The recent snows appear to have extended over the whole 
of the Northern and Middle States of the Union and also the 
Canadas, covering the entire sur&ce of the ground within 
those Timits to the depth of two or three feet The extremely 
cold temperature which followed immediately after, has im- 
parted to it a hardness which will cause it to endure lor 
weeks to come. The following memoranda of the tempera- 
ture and depth of snow, at the various places named, b taken 
from thtf New York Herald : 

xsacuar. , depth or sirow. 

PUieet. Bet. zero, ^b, zero, LeveL JDnfieiL 

Petersburg Va. Jan. 1 6 ffeg. 

Balavid N. Y. Dec. 31 2 ft. 3 to 5 feet 

SteriingN. Y. Dec. 31 2 ft. 8 to 6 feet 

Canandaigua Dec. 31 2 ft. badly drifted 

NewburyportDec. 31 7 deg. 

Rutland Jan. 1 zero 

Rochester Jan. 3 6 deg. 4 ft. 4 to 12 fret 

Washington Dec 31 6 deg. 
Buffalo Jan. 3 4 deg. 

Hagcrstown Dec 31 4 ft. 12 to 21 feet 

Mendon Jan. 3 15 deg. 

Wcstfield Dec. 31 8 ft, 8 feet 

Albany Jan. 2 9 deg. 

Watervliet Jan. 2 20 deg. 
Frostb'gMd. Dec. 31 2 to 6 Icet 

-Loudon U.C. Dec 31 10 feet 

TYm Herald appends to these statements thfi following re- 
mark : — 

It is not a little singular, that \ihile snow fell in almost 
every county in Pennsylvania, not a particle fell in St Ma- 
ry's county. This, to a great degree, proves the centripetal 
theory of storms. St Mary's was in the centre of the storm, 
and so snow fell all around. 

Unfortunately for the Herald^s "centripetal theory of 
storms," the St. Mary's county here referred to is not in Penn- 
sylvania at all. It lies in Maryland, and is the most south- 
ern county of this Slate, on the western shore of the Chesa- 
peake. 

The Phi^ Statesman says that the Legislature of that 
State, under a resolution of theJ^ouse, has elicited the fret 
that the Bank of Zanortville has^ld in Philadelphia, aince 
the firwt of September, :^20,780 ?6 in spede, and that the 
Bank of Muskingum sold {^ 10,000, or in other woidst, have 
been purchaaing their own notea at a di^roimt 
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Conrt Calendar. 

Salurdap, Jan, 4. 

In the lioited Stales Circuit Court on Salarday last, 
Judge Story delivered the following^ opinion in the case 
of Frederick C. Taber and other t^ in error t. the United 
Staiew, This case was reitorted by us at the time of heav^ 
ing in the District Court. Judge Davis having. deehk*d it 
in favor of the United States, it was taken to the Circuit 
Court upon eiceptiom to his decision, and was argued 
eeveral weeks rinee by 

Cliflford, of New ISedford, for the plaintifls in error, and 

by 

Mills, District Attorney, for the United Statrs. 

The points relied upon in the argaraent, will sufficiently 
appear in the of)inton of Iher Court, wbith, ns thedecisibn- 
Is of great importance to those engaged in the Whale Fish- 
eiy, we publish entire. It will be seen that the practice 
which has been so long pursued by the Collectors of the 
Customs, of exacting a bond for the returns of seamen in 
vessels engaged in the Whale Fisheries is not authorized by 
law ; and thai the penalties of these Ijondsj-whiehr have been 
paid to the Government in numerous instances, cannot be 
recovered. 



SrosTy J. Th-s is the case of a writ of error fo a judg- 
ment of the District Conrt of Massachusetts, upon a bond 
given to the Collector of New Bedford. The case came 
before the District Court upon a statement cf facts, upon 
which the learned Judge pronounced an opinion, that the 
bond was valid and obligatory, and the Unired ^tntos were 
entitled to judgment. The statement of facts is as follows : 

"This is an action of debt upon a bond given by the de- 
fendants to the Collector of the Customs for the District of 
New Bedford, wbich is in the case, and may be referrpd to; 
The defendants are the master and agent of the ship Isabella 
of Fairhavcn, a vessel engaged in the Whale Fishery. At 
the time of the execution of the bond referred to, the ship 
Isabella was fitted for a whaling voynge, and the master, 
upon the requisition of the Collector, in order to obtain his 
clearance for said voyage, made out and presented to the 
Collector the Descriptive List of his crew, a certified copy 
of which is in the case, and may be referred to. The Col- 
lector, thereupon, knowing that said ship was about to pro- 
ceed upon a voyage in the Whale Fishery, took the bond 
upon which this action is founded. The ship was a regis- 
te:ed vessel, and had always been employed in the Whale 
Fishery. 

" The said ship being furnished With the papcrv afore- 
said as a registered vessel, proceeded U[ on her said voyage 
on the 2d day of November, A. D. 1S34, and returned to 
New Bedford on the 30th of August, 1838, with a cargo of 
sperm oil, obtained during the voyage. During her absence 
ane was employed exclusively in the Whale Fishery, touch- 
ing at Boch porta and planes only as are usual in the prose- 
cution of the fisheries for supplies, and daring said voyage 
was not engaged in any foreign trade. 

** If upon this state of facts the Court should be of opin- 
ion, that the Collector was authorized by law to take the 
bond aforesaid, judgment Is to be entered against the defcn- 
danta, for the amount of the penalty. If the Court should 
be of opinion that the defendants were not required by law 
to execute the said bond, in order to enable said ship to pro* 
ceed upon the voyage aforesaid, judgment is to be entered 
lor the defendants. Either psrty may except to the deci- 
aion of the District Judge, and may carry their case to the 
Circuit Court upon the forgoing statement of facts. 

Colby and Clififord, for defendants. 

John Mills, Dist Att'y, for the United Sutes. 

January 23, 1839.*' 

The act of 1803, eh. 62, provides in the first section that 

** Before a clearance be granted to any vessel bound on a 
foreign vovage, the master thereof shall deliver to the Col- 
lector of the Cuatoms, a list containing the names, places of 
bifth and reoidencei and a description of the persons who 
compose his ship's company, to which list the oath or afiir- 
matioo of the captain shall be annexed, dec. &c. — and the 
said Coileetor shall deliver htm acertified copy thereof, dice. 



&0. — and the master shall moreover enter into bond with 
sufficient surety in the sum of four hundred doUavs, that he 
shall deliver the aforesaid certified copy to the first boarding 
officer at the first port in the Unit^ States, at which he 
shall arrive on hia return thereto, and then and there produce 
the persons named therein, to the said- boatding officer, &c. 
^c." with other special piovisiotis and exceptions which it 
is unnecessary to recite. 

In the present ease, the requisitions of the act have not 
been complied witli ; and it is insisted on behalf of the 
United Slates, that the bond is forfeited thereby. On the 
other hand, it is insisted on behalf of the plaintilfs in error, 
(the original defendants,) that the bond itself is a mere 
nullity and not by law required to be given by ships en- 
gaged in whaling uoyages. And the main question, there- 
fore is, whether b> ship engaged exrlusivcly in a whaling 
voyage is, within the ^criptive words and sense of the act 
of 1803, ch. 62, "a vessel bound on a foreign voyage." If 
she is not, then I am of opinion that no action can be main- 
tained on the present bond, as it seeks to enforce a supposed 
Statute duty and is in the nature of a penalty, and has l)een 
exacted by the officers of the Government under a mistake, 
as well of their doty as of law, — and that the judgment 
ought to be rcvefMid. 

It is clear, that it has been for a long period the practice 
of the Cust!om-hou8e officers to take lists of the crows and 
bonds from the masters of the whaling ships under the sup- 
posed authority of the act of 1803, ch. 62. And certainly 
this practice is entitled to some weight in ascertaining th^ 
true interpretation of the act ; although it cannot control 
the true interpretation of it if the practicrde^ not conform* 
to it. And it is not dccitiivc in a case of this nature, that 
the mischiefs to be guarded against and remedied by the act 
of 1803, are equally as applicable to whaling voyages, as to 
voyages to foreign ports for the general purposes of trade. - 
Where a penalty, or a provision in the nature of a penally, 
is to be enforced, the general rule is, ihat the Statute is to 
be construed strictly ; and the language is not to be enlarg- 
ed to cover a case standing upon similar grounds, if the 
ondinary interpretation of the terms would not reach it. 

Now, the ordinary meaning which wc annex in commer- 
cial trapsactions to iKc word^ *'a vessel bound on a foreign 
voyage," is, that it refers to a voyage tu some port or place 
within the territory and jurisdiction of some foreign sove- 
reign. We do not restrict the meaning of the worJs to 
voyages canied on beyond the actual territorial limits of the 
United States, in contradistinction to voyages on our inland 
waters, or to mere coasting navigation in our sounds and 
rivers. We should not call a voyage from Boston to New 
Orleans* a foreign voyage: although a great portion of the 
voyage is out of the limits of the United States. In such- 
a case the terminvo of the voyage settles the description. 
On the other hand, we should call a %'oyage from Boston to 
one of the W. I. Islands, as for sample to Cuba, a foreign 
voyage, for the very reason that one of the termini of the 
voyage for the purpose of the enterprise is within a foreign 
territory. So, we never speak of a voyage in the Bank and 
other Cod fisheries as a foreign voyage, although in such a* 
voyage the vessel may sometimes touch at a foreign port. 
Why V Because the ocean is deemed the common high* 
way of all nations and foreign to none. It is in no just 
sense within any foreign jurisdiction. And here, again, we 
are governed in the appellation by the descriptive termini of 
the fishing voyage; the port from which the vessel proceeds 
and to which she is to return. I know no dificrence in this 
particular, in common usage between fishing voyages and 
whaling voyages. Whaling voyages are emphatically voy- 
ages on the ocean. In short, as a generic expression " a 
foreign voyage'' meaner in the language of trade and com- 
merce, a voyage to some port or place within the territory of 
a foreign nation. This is emphatically true thronghout the 
provisions of the duties-collection act of 1799, ch. 128, 
which still constitutes the leading statute to regulate our in- 
tercourse with foreign nationa for commercial purposes. 
The words there used with regard to foreign importationa 
are "goods brought from a foreign port or place,| or a vea- 
ael arriving " from a foreign port or place." Similar dee- 
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cnplive phraseology will be found in the act for the govern- 
ment and regulation of seamen in the merchant service, 
[1790, ch. 56, aec. 29,] where shipping articles are required 
on vojagea of a ship or vessel ** bound from a port of the 
United ^States to any foreign port** On the other hand, in 
the act of 18l:>, ch. H, requiring shipping articles in the 
Dank and other Cod 6siicrics, the words are "any vessel 
bound from a port of the United States to be employed in 
•ficA Jitfienet** The navigation act of 1817, ch. ^04, in- 
aists throughout upon similar distinctions. 



struction of the first section of the Act of 1803, ch. 62. It 
declares, (JSect. 2,) ** that in all cases of private vessels of 
the United States sailing from a port of the United Slstes 
to a foreign port^ the list of the crew, made ^as heretofore 
directed by law, shall be examined by the Collector Air the 
District from which the vessel shall clear out, and if approved 
hy him shall be ceitiiied accordingly." The very object of 
this provi<»ion and the accompanying provisions of the act, 
was to ailbrd protection to American citizens whose namej 
were borne on the lisL lUiis object ocrtain^ is eouaUy ap- 



Passing from these grnerni considerations let us see whe- ' plicable to whaling, voyages and to voyages to foreign poita. 
ther any fixed interpretation of a difTercntsortisto be found And yet the J^egislature speaks only as Xa the laitiT; aad 
in the laws of the United fe'tate^. If there be not, then I thereby plainly shows that the act of 1803 had reference 
take it to be clear upon the estahlbhcd rules of inlerpreta- 1 solely to merchant vessels engaged in trade and bound to 
tion of Statutes respecting commerce, th^tthe common com- ' foreign ports for the purposes of foreign commerce, 
mercial sense of the words is to.be adopted, unless there be | Upon the whole, my judgment is, that a whal ng voyage is 
a distinct controlling sense put upon the words by the Le> not in tlie common commc-rcial sense of the words deemed a 
gijlsture. The Supreme Court of the United States have ' * foreign voyage" any more than a voyage in the cod or other 
uniformly acted upon this doctrine. | common fisheries; that the words ** foreign voyage*' are ia 

I do not recollect but two instances in which the phrase < the common commercial sense applied to voyages to foreign 
'* foicign voyage" occurs in the laws of the United Slates, ! countries where the main termiaus i^ a foreign port, (at the 
and two only havo been pointed out at the argument; and i purpose of ex[ oriatiou or impoitation in the course of trade ; 
after such thorough researches by Counsel I presume none \ tliat a voyage w!;ich is to be essentially performed upontlie 
other exist : one is in the i^'tatute of 18 >d, ch. 62, now | ocean from its nature and objects, is not deemed foreign to 
under consideration. The other is in the Act of 1793, ch. . the country. 1 am also of opinion^ that this is the sense in 
&%, ** for enrolling and licensing c:hips or vessels to be em- which the language has been constantly understood by Con- 
ployed in the coasting trade and fisheries " Now, this act grcss in all our'publie Acts; and especially thttt this is the 
is the only one specially directed to the whale fisheries as I natural and just sense of the language in (he Act of 1^3, 
well as to the cod fisheries. In the 8lh section it declares, taking into consideration all- the purposes and provisions 
** that if any ship or vessel enrolled or licensed as aforesaid within the scope of that AcL . If tlie question were entiroly 
shall proceed on a foreign voyage without first giving up new I fhould have no doubt on the |H>int But I think 
her enrollment and liccn<%," &c. &c., she shall be liable to ' that Congicss in the Act of 1793, ch. .52, for onroUiog and 



ioizuFe and forii'iture. Now hero the words are distinct and 
appropriate, and applied to the very subject matter of the 
whale fisheiies. ** Foreign voyage" is used in contiadis- 
tinction to fishing voyage and whaling voyage, expressing 



licensing vessels for the whale fisheries, have directly catcU>- 
Ibhed this very construction— and t!:at no Court of Justice 
is at Liberty to depart from it. 

My judgment, therefore, i?, that the judgment of the Dis« 



the clear sense of the Legislature, that a fishing voyage or j trict Court ought to be reversed. — Daily jS<Jv, and I*atriot. 
whaling voyage is not a " foreign voyage." Nearly thirty 



years ago this very question under that act came before the 
Court in tlie case of The 'three Brothert, (1 Gallison's 
R. 142,) and it was then decided that a fishing vessel, which 
according to the course and usage of the fishing employ. 
ment, went to a foreign port, if it was not for the purpose 
of trade there, was protected from seizure and forfeiture. In 
short she was not engaged in a ** foreign voyage^' in the 
sense of the act 

Here, then, wo have a clear expression of the Legislature 
on the very point of interpretation of the words " foreign 
voya0a«^' Upon what ground can this Court, then^ declare, 
tbi^ ft whaling voyage is a foreign voyage, when Congress 
have used the words in contradistinction thereto in an act 



The great length of the Governor's Message Las com- 
pelled us to divide- it— the remainder will be inserted next 
week. Indeed such is the abundance, and great length too, 
of public documents, during the session of Congress and 
state Legislatures,, that for a few weeks, there will not be 
found the usual variety in our numbers. Thefee documents; 
however, coming as they do from every state, and most au- 
thentic sources, will as a whole furnish a moat interesting 
mass of information respecting the Union, as well as of the 
local ooDoemB of the* individual states. Upon the financial 
concerns of the Union, they are particularly interesting, as 



pointed to the very subject of the whale fisheries? The act 

proceeds in another section, (21) to provide for a pcmfc^ J|pyt»tc#g>it.the vi^w*, and explain the situ»U<m of eveiy 

whaling shij>s *' to touch and trade jit tnj foreign port or -tectiiMi of the country- In our next number, we will find 

place," thus making a distincUon between whaUng voyages j ^om for the partic«Ui» of the distressing oonflagmtion of 

and trading ot foreign ports. . -' the Lexington— <he lenorts a^the Mercantile Libnuy Com"- 

TIw actof 18v 3.ch. 6i<co»tams no words expre?sive of i *^**"b«'" »"^ ^^irr ^ ♦"^ ^v v«*i***j "J " -^ ^ "* 
a dififercnt or more qualified senses The words ef the act ' V^J •»<! SchuylkiU^Bank, Ac— commerce of dillerent cities 
are perfectly satisfied by understanding them in the com- ; during tUm past year, Stt^ The Index is designed ta aocom- 
mon comnicrcial sense, to mean a voyage to a port or place 
within the territory of a foreign nation. What is more im- 
portant is that the lemawiing sections of the act are mainly 
pointed to acts to be done, and to transactions which are to 
take place in foreign ports where we have regular stationed The unexpected length of the Index prevented its appeamuM 
ConsttU and Commercial Agents. U would be imprmcticablo * with the Ust number, a» wc supposed it would have done. 

without a violation of all the common rules of mlsrpreta- _ _ _ _ .. _ .._ . 

tion to apply the regulations of the second and third sec- 



pany thejpreeent number. If any subscriber should fail to 
'ecJ^vm }^^e %n\l be supplied at our office upon application, 
or it will be sent to nim as soon as we know of the fact. 



tions of the act to any whafing voyage, or to any voyage, 
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except one strictly for the purpose of general trade to a for- STATISTICAL REGISTER, is pubfishej oveiy Wcdnea- 
eian port. Under such circumstancoa, the general maxim ' Sjy* •i^^.^ ^^ ^^* '^'^^ "^^ P""» ^ subscribers is 
oSrhlto be applied, noaatur a eodit. Wo are to interpret ! J'*^ Dollars |w annum. payaMe on the 1st of January of 
the whole aet as having relation to the aame common ob- 1 ^^ >««. No mibsonpUon rocdx-ed for less than a year.— 
jects. and to be expressive of the tame general relaUons of Subscnbem out ol Uir p nnciptir ctues to pay in advance, 
.. u :..r.^-„, .. PRIIiTEU by" WILLIAM F. GEDDES, 



vessels in the roer- chant service in foreign trade. 

The Act of lS13,ch. 184, *'for the regulation of seamen 
oo board of public and privato vessels of the United States,** 
condasively to establish and recognise this very coa^ , 
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Jnercanlile Iiibrary Company. 

At the annual meeting of the members of this Association, 
held at their rooms January 9, 1H40, Robert Tolar d, Esq. 
was called to the chair, and James S. Lawrence, Jr., ap- 
pointed Secretary. 

The aoDual report of the Board of Directors, and also that 
of Iho Tieasuicr, were read and accepted, wlicii on motion, 
it was 

Eesdved, That the same bo referred to the new BoarJ of 
Directors, witli instructions to have the same published. 

Seventeenth ^nnnal Report of the Directore of the Mer' 
cantile Library Company, JHresented at a Mietins^ of 
the iitockholtlera, January 9, 1840. 

The Directors of the Mercantile Library Company of Phil- 
adriphia, in presenting the seventeenth annual report to its 
inombcrs, tender their congratulations upon the present flour- 
ijhing condition of the Association. 

The past year, beyond all former years in its history, has 
1>een eminently successful, whetlier we regard the pecuniair 
affkirs of the Company, or the increasing interest which ts 
entertained towards it by the community^ 

During the. year just expired, forty ^fiye shares of stock 
have been disposed of, and twenty subscribers have been 
added to its roll. Five hundred and nine volumes have been 
purchased ; makmg the whole number now belonging to the 
Company, six thousand and eight. And the Directors would 
recommend their successors to apply the entire nett income 
from tlie lectures to the increase of the library, as speedily 
as the proper description of works can be obtained. 

During the past year an addition has been made to the 
daily newspapers, monthly, and other periodical publications, 
of the reading rooms, which, it lis believed, will be found both 
interesting and instructive. 

The Treasuzer^s report, herewith presented, exhibits two 
thousand and twenty-five dollars and fiflcen cents, received 
by him from the ordinary resources of the Association, and 
two thousand and forty dollars and four cents disbursed^ in 
defraying the customary bills and expenses. 

In the selection of books, the committee to whom was as- 
aigned that responsible duty, have been guided by an earnest 
desire to place before the members such volumes as might 
blend innocent amusement and salutaiy instruction. 

Fortonately, the increasing store of American literature 
has enabled them to enrii-h &e shelves with many works of 
a pure and elevated character, which, while they improve the 
taste and intellect, gratify the national feelinga of tho reader. 
Whatever work had a tendem^ to illustrate the history of 
, our country, or portray the virtues and characters of its illus- 
trious dead, has been promptly sought and obtained, and they 
point witii no small degree of pleasure to the copious works 
of Sparks, of Bancroft, and many others, in confirmation of 
this remark. In the selection of works of fiction, a cautious, 
and, they trust, a judicious course, has been pursued ; con- 
stantly bearing in mind the obligation to hei£»:htcn. if possible, 
a taste for reading in the younger members of the litmuy, as 
well as to furnish it with proper aliment, tltey have deemed 
it their duty to proems such works of the imagination as 
might seem conducive to this end ; purity of sentiment, and 
elevated moral tone, were sought for in the selection of such 
works, while the inane pages of the mere book fabricator, 
and the doubtful scenes of the meretricious author, have been 
carefully excluded. 

Vol IL— a 



At an early period of the year, the Directors chaif^ a 
committee of seven of their body with tho duty of making 
arrangements for the delivery of a course of popular lectures 
before the Association, during tlie present autumn and win- 
ter, whose exertions towards that end were unremitting, and, 
as you are aware, have been crowned with the most gratify- 
ing success. The gentlemen whose' names were duly an- 
nounced as having agreed to lecture before the Company, 
met the applications of the committee in the kindest manner, 
and are entitled to the warmest thanks of tho members. 

This, the first unaided undertaking of the Company to 
establish a scries of lectures on subjects of general interest, 
before an audience composed in part of the gentler sex, was 
commenced with much solicitude^ but its brilliant succcm 
compensates the Directors for whatever anxiety as to its re- 
sult was at times entertained by them. 

The names of the gentlemen who seconded their under- 
taking were so many a«surances of success ; and the Direc- 
tors have reason to believe, that the attention and support of 
the members, and the public, the intelligent audiences that 
have thus far attended the course, the gratification that baa 
been impfirted to so many hundred* of hearers, and the 
positive good that has been achieved, have been productive 
of no less pleasure to the talented lecturers than to thtf insti- 
tution, and thf individuals so kindly benefited by their ex- 
ertions. 

The amount received by the Treasurer from the sale of 
tickets to this date, (as per his appended report,) is twenty- 
six hundred and thirty-two dollars and fifty cents ^ the amount 
yet to be received, as per his estimate, is one hundred and 
twenty dollars. The expense attending the course will be 
about sixteen hundred, leaving a probable nett gain to the 
Association of eleven hundred dollara. 

The Directors need hardly say that they entertain tho hope 
that their successors in office will continue the lectures so 
long as the institution itself may exist 

The Directors have, with much pleasure, witnessed an in- 
creased attendance of readers at the rooms of the librao', 
more especially since the commencement of the course pf 
lectures; and they have seen with equal satisfaction, that a 
larger number of books have been taken ibr perusal at the 
residences of the members than during the corresponding 
season of past years. 

It is a source of cheering anticipation, that an increased 
demand for books of sofid and enduring character has been 
manifested at the libmry. 

A committee of the Directors was appointed during the 
past year to inquire into tho feasibility and expediency oC 
erecting a building on a convenient site, for the purposes of 
the library. The project was warmly and earnestly enter- 
tained, but the limiti*d resources of the Company, and the 
embarrassed state of monetary attairs, mode the prosecution 
of their design seem for the present, even if it were feasible, 
exceedingly injudicious. They trust, however, that it is only 
postponed, not abandoned. The merchants of Philadelphia 
owe it to the young men, by whom they are faithfully served-^ 
tlie young men owe it Ui themselves — to erect, in due time, 
such a building for the accommodation of this institution ae 
may be honourable to all. The present rooms, although ad- 
mirably located, are too small for the Association — whether 
its present size or prospective increase be considered ; and n 
they are heU on a tenure which renders our occupancy un- 
certain, cannot be calculated upon as pUces of permanmt 
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po88e6^<Hi ; they have, however, heen recently renorated, and, 
as the Directors think, greatly improved in acconimodationa 
and appearance. 

The members of the Company, it will be recollected, at 
their annual meeting held in January, 1 838, assigned to a 
committee of their body the duty of preparing a full catalogue 
of the Ubraiy, the one then in use being defective and un- 
satisfactory. The committee thus appointed entered upon 
their task with great zeal and industry, but owing to the 
entire remodelling of the library, a judidous alteration of the 
manner in which the books bad been arranged, and many 
other causes of delay beyond their control, diie work has been 
only recently brought to a close. 

The catalogue is now nearly ready for delivery, and will 
embrace an interesting sketeh of the histoiy of the libniy, 
for which the members are indebted to Joseph H. DuUes, 
Esq., an original member, and who was for sixteen yean 
indefatigable in performing the duties of Treasurer or Biractor 
of the Company. The catalogue, it b hoped, will be found 
complete in every particular, and an additional inducement 
to new applications for membership. The various gentlemen 
who were engaged in its preparation, are entitled to the ac- 
knowledgments of the Company. 

In congratulating the members upon the present condition 
of the Company, the Directors do not intend to convey Uie 
idea that its prosperity is as great as might reasonably be ex- 
pected, from the nature of the institution, or the extent of our 
population. Although originating with, and sustained thus 
far, chiefly by the mercantile portion of our community, it 
was founded on no exclusive principle, and rests on no narrow 
basis, but freely invites to a participation of its advantages, 
our fellow citiaens engaged in other than conimercial pursuits. 

Whilst this institution numbera hundreds, it might, with 
proper exertions, be increased to thousands. It is bdieved 
Uuit if every member would laudably resolve to dispose of one 
share of stock during the present year, or obtaip one addi- 
tional subscriber, he would find no difficulty in effecting his 
purpose. The benefit to the library would be of the most 
cheering kind, and its sphere of usefulness ^rrespondingly 
enlarged. 

The Directora would notice the kindness of the late 
venorated Mathew Carey, in presenting to the Association, at 
various times during the past year, many interesting books. 
They received from him only a few days before his lamented 
decease, several valuable works, productions of his own fine 
intellect and great industry. 

They would also acknowledge the receipt of two complete 
copies of the debates in the recent state Convention, one in 
English, and one in the German language; likewise two 
copies, in the same languages, of the *' Journal of the Con- 
vention," in all 53 volumes, the liberal gifts of our respected 
fellow citizens, Joseph R. Chandler, 'Esq., and Thomas P. 
Cope, Esq., President of the company. 

The Directors would record, with unfeigned sorrow, the 
decease of William Mason Walmsley, which took place 
shortly af^er the last annual meeting of the Company. That 
estimable gentleman was an early and true fnend cjr the in- 
stitution, and for many years one of its most zealous and ef- 
ficient Directors. Sevoal valuable books on our shelves, 
which bear his autograph, attest his liberality, and should win 
for him, as long as Sie institution may exist, the grateful re- 
« membrance of ite memben. 

The Mercantile Libraiy Company has been in existence 
sufficiently long to have enabled some of its memben to pass 
from early boyhood to mature manhood. Those of you who 
have felt its refining jnfluence, will turn with pleasure to the 
evenings, redeemed from the waste of time, (perhaps from 
the enticements of folly and vice,) which they have passed 
vrithin its walls. The recollection of those evenings is fraught 
with emotions of the happiest kind. Whether as merchant, 
or clerk, if the pulse of honour has been qmckened by the 
pages of beauty, and of truth, then and there perused, or the 
intellect expanded under the magic spell of some master 
nund, or the heart melted beneath the sweet images of the 
poet — ^no one, who has been thus moved, thus instructed, 
and thus delightod, will ever think with indifiference of this 
laudable institution. 



The fact lives in tradition, that before the Revolotionny 
war, various portions of our country sent those of their yooog 
men who were intended for the pursuite of commerce to oor 
fair city to acquire the necessary mercantile education; a 
Philadelphia counting room being then deemed the best 
school for the attainment of mercantile knowledge and char- 
acter. At the present day when every part of our commoo 
country is rife with intelligence, and all classes of ite popu- 
lation are ambitious of extended knowledge, the mercantile 
repute and intellect of Philadelphia must not be permitted to 
faU below the highest standard. 

Emulating the onward progress of similar institttttons 
that adorn the various cities of our noble Union, discouraging 
prejudices and rivalries, which in a countiy like oure should 
never have existonce*^lxnked and riveted together as Hs vari- 
ous portions are, and should be. by all that is binding in in- 
terest, and consoling in patriotism; these, and like duties 
are within the scope of the Mercantile Libraiy Con^wny of 
Philadelphia. And if there be a youth, who, now in poverty 
and obscurity, visits ite rooms, nlently enriching his mind 
with the treasures of wisdom which they contain, let him 
constantly remember that our country holds no condition of 
wealth or respectability, no station of honour or eminence, 
that may not be attained by the man of virtue and intelli- 
gence. Let him persevere in hb ]|SUrsuit of knowledga, 
cheered on his way by the consoling lines of the poet : 

" What mortal his own doom may guess ! 
Let none despond — let none despair." 

By order of the Board. 

THOMAS P. COPE, Pres'L 

R. Bundle Smith, Secretary. 

On motion. Resolved, That the thanks of this Company 
be, and are her^ tendered, to the Board of Directon for 
their successful efiorte in establishing the course of lectures 
now being delivered, as also for their general attention to tha 
intereste of the library during the past year. 

On moti<m. Resolved, That the thanks of the Associatioa 
are justly due, and are herewith presented, to John Fausset, 
Esq., Treasurer of the Company, for the indefatigable and 
correct manner in which he has discharged the duties en- 
trusted to him for the past several years. 

On motion. Resolved, That this meeting do now adjourn 
to go into an election for officen to serve during the year. 

ROBERT TOLAND, Chainnaa. 

James 8. Lawrence, Jr^ Secretary. 



Bariiiog of f be Stcamboal licxlnirtoii. 

Our community was thrown into great axdtemenl and 
grief on Wednesday, in consequence of the news of th» 
destruction of the steamer Lexington by fire, and the loss of 
all her passengers and crew, with the exception of only 
three persons. The first intimation of the disaster was 
communicated in a letter from Norwalk, which staled that a 
steamboat was burnt in the Sound ofif that port on Monday 
night, supposed to be the Lexington. Many, however, were 
inclined to doubt; and few, if any apprehended the fuU 
extent of the calamity which had befallen hear, Bsl 
on the arrival of the steamboat Nimrod, Captun Brooks, 
about 2 o'clock, P. M. from Bridgeport, Use truth wts 
made known in all ite horrors. Capt Brooks, on his 
passage dowVi the Sound, had been good enough to prepare 
tho annexed statement for our columns^ which waa immedi- 
ately handed us on his arrival : 

Steamer Mimrody Jan. 10, 1840. 

Me$9rt, Hale & HaUock :— > 

I have seen Capt Chester Hilliard, one of the survivors 
from the destruction of the steamer Lexington on Monday 
night last by fire, and from him gather the following parti- 
culars. The boat left New York at 3 o'clock— he thinks 
with about liUpassengere and full freight 

About half past 7 in the evening, hearing the cry of fire, 
he ran on deck, and saw the fire bunting thi^ugh the wood 
work round the chimney. All was conftision and terror ia 
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« moment He ran up to the wheel to adTiee running for 
the shore, which Capt. Childs informed him they weredoing, 
he being up it the wheel. He then ran down on deck. 

An attempt had been made to rig the 'fire engine on 
boaid, but did not succeed. They rushed for the boats, and 
lumped in, to the number he thinks of SO in each, and 
lowered them down while the boat was under full headway, 
tnd they were filled immediately, and he is of -opinion that 
not one of the persons in them escaped. 

The Life Boat was thrown over, but caught the water 
wheel, and was lost He saw several passengers floating 
with life preservera, but thinks none survived until morning. 
He advised to tumble over the cotton bales, and assisted, he 
diinks, in getting over 10 or 12, and lashed himself to one. 

When the steamboat stopped, which she did from some 
cause to him unknown, a man by the name of Cox, em- 
ployed on board, got on with him about 8 o'clock, and tibe 
braces under the guards were full of persons, having gained 
that position as the last resort 

He remained on the bale of cotton, and was taken off by 
CapUin Meeker, of sloop Merchant, of Soutliport. They 
discovered the fire soon after it broke out, and attempod to 
get out of the harbor, but it being shallow, and the tide fall- 
ing, they caught aground, and did not got out until morning 
tide. Cox died about 8 o'clock, on the bale with him. 

Capt Manchester, the pilot, and Charles Smith, fireman, 
and Capt Hiiliaid, are supposed to be all that ara saved. 
Two bodies were found, one supposed to be the steward, and 
Cox as mentioBed above, and were taken to Southport 
Capt HilUard is now on hoard, from Bridgeport to New 
Ycfk. Your ob't servant, 

JOHN BROOKS. 

" Office of the RepubUctai Standard. > 

BaiMXMaT, (Toeaday evening,) Jan. 14, 1840.5 

APPALLING CALAMITY. 
Steamboat Lexing^en deetnjfed by Fire, atid nearly Two 

Hundred Livee Loot ! ! 



The Lexington left New York for Stonmgton on Monday, 
8 o'clock, P. M., having, it is believed, about one hundred 
and ^Jty paetenj^e, A large quantity of Cotton was 
placed upon her decks. At 7 o'clock, when about two miles 
fiom Eaton's Neck, the cotton took fire near the smoke pipe. 

The boat was headed for the shore as soon as tho efforts 
to extinguish the ^n proved unsuccessfnt She was pro- 
vided with three boats— yet such was the panic which took 
poaeeasion of all minds, that they were hobted out while the 
boat was still under headway, and immediately ewamped. 
The engine a few minutes after gave way, leaving her utterly 
unmanageable. The scene which then ensued, is described 
as most appalling. 

Captain Chester Hiniard, of Norwich, a passenger on 
boani from whom we have gathered these few particulan, 
atatea that soon after the engine stopped, the passengen. 
began to leave the boat on boxes, bales, AJc In company 
with one of the firemen he was so fortunate as to secure a 
eotton bale, to which he lashed himself. He remained upon 
this bale, the wind blowing off Long Island shore, until II 
o*clock this morning, when he was taken up by the slo(^ 
Merchant of Southport. 

His companion in the meanttmeAad been released by 
death from his suflerings. Two othen were taken up by 
the aloop, a fireman, and the pilot of the boat Both were 
nearly insensible. It u surprising that any should have Co. of N. Y. 
Borvived the exposure. There is too much reason to feai"* ^" ^'^" ^ 
that these three are the only survivors. It is however pos- 
sible, that othen may have been saved. 

The Boat drifted up the Sound with the tide, and was off 
this harbor about midnight Capt. H. states that she sank 
at 3 o'clock* as he marked the time by his watch. 

The efibrts which last night were made, in this vicinity 
and at SouthpcMTt, to go in aid of the sufleren proved, owing 
to the ice in the harbors, and to other nntowmid circum* 
iUnoes, entirely unavailing. 

We leara that a Boet which aoooeeded in getting ont of 
SoQthport harbor, after reaching the middle of the Sound 
was oonpelled to letam. 



The account which we have given of this awful catas* 
trophe, is exceeding imperfect It ma^ be well iiiftgined 
that our informant is hardly in a situation to furnish many 
details. 

Irom the JVew Haven Herald, 

The fire was discovered a little after 7 o'clock, under a 
tier of cotton bales piled amidships, against the wooden box 
or frame which enclosed the pipe lesding from the fire-room 
below, the boat having her boiler on her kelson, or under 
deck. This pipe led through the freight above, and the 
ignition of the cotton had become so extenrive before the 
fire engine and hoso of tlie boat could be put in operation, 
that both crew and passengera were so overwhelmed by 
smoke and the natural agitation of the moment, that all 
efforts to subdue tlie fire were unavailing. 

The Lexington is supposed to have been commanded by 
Capt. Childs, with the crew before employed in the Narre- 
gnnset, [nearly] all of whom perished with the passengera. 
We also learn that there were but 5 or 6 ladies on board, 
one of whom was seen in tho water with a dead infant at 
her breast 

Most of the above news was contained in our Evening 
Edition yesterday. About 1600 extra copies were called 
for at the desk, by persons eager to ascertain the fate of 
friends and relations, as well as by many others, from whom, 
snd by inquiring at the diilerent Hotels, we have ascertained 
the names of the greater part of the passengers, which will 
be found below. We do not suppose the list is complete, 
nor would it be strange if it shouM contain some errora. 
We have however done our best to make it correct, as far 
as it goes. It comprises, including children, 72 passengers, 
only one of whom, (Capt Hilliard, of Norwich,) is known 
to be saved ; and 33 peraons attached to the boat only two 
of whom are known to be saved. Total, 105. Known to 
be saved, 3. 

Paatengero on board the Lexington, 

Capt Chester Hilliard, the only paasenger known to be 
saved. 

Mr. Isaac Davis of Boston. 

Mr. John Corey of Poxboro', Mass. 

Mr. Chas. W. Woolsey of Boston. 

Mr. John Brown of Boston. 

Mr. J. Porter Felt, Jr. of Salem. 

Mr. Abraham Howard, firm of Howard ic Merry, Boston. 

Mr. H. C. Craig, firm of MaitUnd, Kennedy Jl Co^ N. 
Y. 

Mr. Robert Schultx, N. Y. 

Capt J. D. Carver of Plymouth, Maas., of barque Brontea. 

Alphonso Mason, Esq. of Gloucester, Mass. 

Mr. Chas. Bracket deik to N. Bracket, N. Y. 

Capt Foster of Providence, late of the Jno. Gilpin. 

Mr. Jesse Comstock, derk of the boat 

Mr. Robert Blake of Wrentham, Maas., President of 
Wrentham BAik. 

Mr. Fowler of N. York. 

Mr. Wm. A. Green, firm of Allen ^ Green, Provi- 
dence. 



Mr. Samuel Henry, fixm of A. & 8. Henry, Manchester, 
Eng. 

Mr. R. W.Dow, firm of Dow ^t Co., N. Y. 

Mr. Chas. H. Phelps of Stonington. 

The widow of Henry A. Winslow, firm of Winslow Si 



Mr. John Winslow of Providence. 

Mr. Wm. Winslow, do. father of the above. The three 
last mentioned persons, were returning to Providence, with 
the corpse of Mr. H. A. Winslow, who died in this city a 
£bw daya since. 

Rev. Dr. FoUen, Boston. 

Mr. John Brown of Boston. ^ 

Mr. Adolphus Hamden, Superintendent of Hamden'a 
Express. He had in charge $20,000 in specie for the Mer- 
chants Bank, Boston; and from forty to fifty thousand del* 
Ian in Bank notes. 

Mr. White of Boston. 

Mr. Pierce of Portland, mate of the Brontes. 
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CapU B. J. Kimball. 

Capt B. T. Foster. These Captains had recently re- 
tamed after several years absence, and were on their w aj^ to 
visit their families at the East. 

Mr. Everett of Boston, returning from the burial of 

a{>rother, who died here last week. 
Mr. Royal T. (xhurch of Balumore. 
Mr. Richard Picket of Newbury port 
CapL Low, Agent of the Boston Underwritera. 

Mr. Ballou, or Bullard, of New York. 

Capt. Theopbilus Smith, Dartmouth, Mass. 
Mr. Chas. S Noyes, clerk to C. B. Upbcock, N. York. 
Mr. Alliert E. Harding, firm of Harding .& Co., N, Y. 
Mr. John Hoyt, mail contractor. 
Mr. Henry J. Finn, Comedian. 
Mrs. Russell Jarvis of New York, and two children. 
Mr. John W. Kerie, of Ualtimore. 
Mr. Weston, firm of Weston Sc J^cndexter, Baltimore. 
Mr. John G. Brown, firm of Shall and Brown, New Or* 
Jeanft. 

Mr. Walker of Baltimore, with Mr. Kcrle. 
Mr. Stephen Waterbury firm of Mead Sc W., N. Yoik. 
Mr. J. A. Leach, son of Ijeach dc Lovejoy, Boston. 
Mr. E. n. Patton, New York. 
Mr. N. F. Dyer of Plttoburg, formerly of Braintree. 
Mr. Nathaniel Hobart of Boston. 
John Brown, a coloured man. 
Mr. H. C Bradford of Boston, from Kingston, Jam, 
Mr. ChtM. Lee of Barre. 
Mr. John G. Low of Boston, 

Mr. John Lemist, Treasurer of the Boston Leather Co. 
of Roxbury, Mass. 

Mr. Jonathan Lin field, Stoughton, Mass, 
Mr. Philo Upton, Egrcmont, Mass. 
Mr. Van Colt, Stonington, CL 
Mr. Stuy vesant of Boston. 
Capt Mattisoii. 
' A gentleman, lady, and two children, who anived from 
Pbiiadelphia by the Morning line, — names not kuown. 
Mr. Robert Williams of Cold Spring, N. Y. 
Dairid MTarlane, mate of brig Clarion. 
James Walker and John Gordon, seamen, of Cambridge- 
port, from brig Raymond. 

Mr. Wilson, grocer, of Williamsburg. 
Patrick McKenna, No. 7 Monroe 8t of N. York, Clerk 
with Donnelly & Hyat 

Boat*8 Campany, 
Capt Childs, Commander. 
H. P. Newman, Steward. 
E. Thurbur, 1st mate. 
Mr. Manchester, pilot, (saved.) 
Job Sand, head waiter. 
Cortland Hemstcd, Chief Engineer. 
Wm. Quimby, 2d do. ^ 

Martin Johnson, Wheelman. 

R. R. Scbultz, George , Benj. Cox and Chas. Smith, 

(saved,) firemen. 

Five coloured waiters. 

Susan C. Hulcomb, Chambermaid, coloured. 
Joseph Robinson, cook, coloured. 
Oliver Howell, 2d do. do. 
Robert Peters, do. 
8 deck hands; 1 boy, deck hand. 
2 wood passers. 
Bar-keeper. 

How many more names will yet have to be added to this 
melancholy list, time will determine. The Agent of the 
steamboat line, here, is of opinion that the whole number of 
passengers did not exceed 75 or 80, and the pilot says he 
asked the Clerk on Monday afiernoon how many passen- 
gers, and that he rt*plied 70 to 75. 

It wa^ about eight hours af^er the fire commenced, before 
the boat wcnl down. The pilot says that as late as midnight. 



The Lexington was provided with three good boats, iVf 
eluding a life boat, but they were all rendered useless by the 
confusion and haste of the moment She also had a fire 
engine, with the necessary apparatus, and a suction boee. 

Her value is estimated to have been $50,00(J — ^partially 
insured. She had en board about 150 bales of cotton. 

This Is by far the most distressing steamboat disaster 
which has ever occurred in Long Island Sound, or indceil 
in this portion of the Union. The sufferings of that awful 
night can never be described, nor conceived. 

Silk Velvet. 

We have in our office a pattern of beautiful black silk 
Velvet manufactured by Mr. John W. Gill, Mount Plea- 
sant, Ohio, and we are gratified to hear that a part of his 
manufacture was sent to Philadelphia and found an imme- 
diate sale at a fair price. What makes the mntt r more im- 
portant to the country is, that Mr. Gill growcd the mul- 
berry, fed the worms and made the Velvet all in one year, 
and he feels so confident that success will attend judipious* 
well managed investments and labor in the silk busineas, 
that he bas made extensive 'preparations to enlarge and go 
on with it We wish him success. — Uarrii IntcU. 



Saow— A IVuttcr of Record. 

As the late snow has been very general and unumiallj 
deep, we put down the average depths from some of our ex- 
change papers, as a matter of future remembrance. The 
late snow was deeper than we ever recollect to have seen, 
averaging about 29 inches, but in places blowing up and 
filling ravines from 6 to 20 feet 

At PitUburgh, about 24 inches. ^ 

At Blairsville, about 30 inches. 

At Hollidaysburg, about 23 inches. 

At Erie, about 24 inches. 

At Washington, about 24 inches. 

At Uniontown, about 36 inches. 

At Cumberland, about 30 inches. 

At Chambersburg, about 30 inches. 

At Somerset, about 4 feet. 

At Franklin, about 4 feet 

At Rochester, N. Y., near 4 feet 

At Hag^rstown, about 30 inches. 

In the Eastern cities, from id to 24 inches.— »/6. 

namilton Bank. 

Balti MORS, Jan. 11, 1840. 
Sin : — ^Your communication of the 1st inst, covering an 
order of the House of Delegates in relation to the HamUton 
Bank was duly received. 

In answer to the interrogatories therein contained, I have 
the honor to state--- 

1st The amount of capital subscribed, is ^00,000 

2d. The amount of capital paid in, is 120,000 

3d. The original subscribers, were, Amos. A. Williams 
and Cumberland D. Williams. 

4th. The following is a true list of the present Stock- 
holders : — 

John M. Gordon, John M. King, Cumb. D. Williams, 
David S. Wilson, Jpseph Patterson, Philip G. Thomas, 
Joseph Todhunter, 'niamas Dun lop, of which persons the 
seven first named arc the holders of one share each. The 
residue of the stock is held by Thomas Dunlop. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Vour most ob'dt servant 
JOHJf M. GORDON. 
President. 
John N. Watkins, Esq. Chief CPk. House of Delegates. 



From the Petertburffh ( Va.) InteUigencer, Jan, 2. 
" This was the coldest morning within our recollection — 
the Mereury in the open air, at T o'clock, standing at 6 de- 
grees below Zero. The mails, of course, are retarded by the 
half t!.e passcn'jcra might have been sovcd, had assistance severity of the weather." 
arrived. 8o we arc informed by Capt. Jennings, of the I It is a singular fact that the temperature wa« lo\ver at 
sloop Ganges, who assist d in taking rare of the pilot and ! Petersburgh on the day mentioned, than at Providence or 
firemen on board the sloop ^f erchant on Tuesday evening. | Hartford. 
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91 ESS AGE 

FROM THB OOVBRNOR OF MiilMr YORK. 

(Concluded from page 55^ 

Financial comUtion of the State. 

In ascertainini; the true financial condition of tbo State, 
there may be deducted from the debt of the General Fund 
the aam of $2,080,000 borrowed from the Canal Fund. 
Both of thcae funds, being the property of the ^$tate, this 
ia a loan made by the fc^tate to itself. We may also deduct 
from the liabilities of the Stale, the pledges of its credit to 
railroad and canal companies, these pledges having been 
made upon conditions, an ia understood, which aflford an 
ultimate indemnity to the 8ute. Regarding the Erie and 
Champlain canal debt, as extinguished by the means pro- 
vided for its redemption, the actual debt of the State, as it 
stood at the close of the last fiscal year, would then be as 
follows: 



Debt of the General Fund, 
Debt of the lateral canals completed. 
Debt contracted for unfinished works, viz: 
Enlargement of Erie Canal, $2,600,000 00 
Black River Cannl, 691,446 10 

Genesee Valley Canal, 2,000,000 00 

Oneida River improvement, 86,000 00 



$1,392,217 92 
3,476,830 66 



Aggregate Stato debt, 

But there remains on hand a balance of 
funds borrowed for the construction of 
the Genesee Valley canal, $939,604 43 

For Oneida Kiver improve- 
ment, 25,000 00 



5,116,446 10 
$9,985,603 68 



State debt over fundi in band 



964,604 43 
$9,020,899 25 



The amount required to complete the en- 
largement, as ascertained by deducting 
the sum already expended, and the sum 
borrowed and remaining in hand at 
the doee of the last fiscal year, from 
the last estimate made by the Canal Com- 
missioners, would be $19,292,886 93 
To complete the Genesee Valley canal, 2,900,122 79 
To complete the Black River canal, 1 ,660,165 63 



Aggregate required to complete the canals, 

according to the last estimates, $23,743,165 25 

The interest on this sum at 5 per cent. 

Vfonldbe, 1,187,158 26 

The stlrplus revenue from the canals during the past 
year was $1,057,802 74. The interest at 6 per cent, on 
the sum estimated as necessary to complete the canals, U\ 
wit, on $23,743,165 35, would be $1,187,158 26, exceed- 
ing such surplus revenue by the sum of $129,255 52. The 
sarplus revenue would, with the ordinaiy increase, furnish 
sufficient funds for completing the unfinished works, if ap- 
plied exclusively to that purpose. But by the laws of 1835 
and 1836, an income of four hundred thousand dollars was 
directed to be retained annually from this surplus revenue, 
and the surn of $126,260, which is required to pay the 
interest on loans which had been contracted for the enlarge- 
ment of the Erie Canal and the improvement of the Oneida 
River at the close of the last fiscal year, is chargeable upon 
the canal tolls. Deducting thcso items, there is left a surplus 
of $531,552 74, applicable to purposes of internal improve- 
ment, which leaves a deficiency of $636,005 52 \\\ the 
amount necessary to meet the interest on the sum rehired 
to complete the works now in progress according to the 
corrected estimates. Stating the re&uU in another form, the 
neft annual revenue of the State, applicable to purposes of 
internal improvement, nithout faking into consideration tlic 
anticipated increase of canal tol!s, would sustain a debt of 
only $10,631,054 80, while the sum of $23,743,165 25 
wottid be required to complete the public works. 



The State, however, may confidently anticipate an in- 
crease o^ canal tolls, and consequent increase in the reve- 
nue of the Erie and Champlain Canal fund. This in- 
crease, although not contingent, is of uncertain amount. 
Since the jear 1826 it has averaged about eighty thousand 
dollars annually. This augmentation of toIU must pro- 
gress with the increase of commerce upon the western 
waters, which would be greatly accelerated by the enlarge- 
ment of the Erie Canal. 

Various opinions are entertained as to the future nctt an- 
nual increase of the tolls. In 1838, the Canal Commis- 
sioners reported to the Legislature that, in their opinion, the 
aggregate tolls would reach the sum of three millions of 
dollars within a few years after the completion of the en- 
largement. Without attempting to t^culate upon a point 
BO incapable of demonstration, it is sufficient to remark, 
that every opinion admits the certainty of an increase to an 
amount that will be adequate, at some future period, to pay 
the interest upon the largest sum which the exigencies of 
the State requires, while no calculation that is based upon 
the actual increase of canal tolls during the last three years 
alone will justify the prosecution of the works now in pro- 
gress with the rapidity which in the opinion of the Legisla- 
ture of 1838, was warranted by the fallacious estimates of 
the Canal Commissioners. The question then arises, what, 
under these circumstances, shall be the policy of the Legis- 
lature 1 

Internal Improvement, 

Waiving in this place the consideration of remote conse* 
quences, it may be asserted that the pubUc interest does not 
now demand, nor would the immediate welfare of the peo- 
ple admit, the abandonment of the system of internal im- 
provement. During the severe pressure we have expe- 
rienced, tho industry of the citizens has been stimulated^ 
and the wages of labor, the prices of the products of the 
earth and the value of property have been sustained by ex- 
penditures in the prosecution of this system. The sudden 
arrest of such expenditures, and the discharge of probably 
ten thousand laborers, now employed upon the public works, 
at a time when the circulation of money in other depart- 
ments of business is so embarrassed as almost to havo 
ceased, would extend throughout the whole community, and 
with fearful aggravation, the losses and suffisrings that as 
yet have been in a great measure confined to the mercan- 
.tile class. These losses and suflerings would fall with pecQ> 
liar severity upon the agricultural portion of the community, 
because tho laborers, if discharged, would generally seek 
subsistance in agricultural pursuits, instead of being as they 
now are, consumers of the abundance which contributes to 
produce a depreciation of the value of our staple produc- 
tion^ Nor does it appear that our fellow-citizens in various 
parts of the State, whose desires for the advantages of inter- 
nal improveqients have been so intensely excited, and so 
earnestly expressed, have determined to forego those advan- 
tages, because precipitancy has characterized the past man- 
agement of public afiairs, and because their hopes, on the 
eve, as they supposed of being realized, have encountered 
new and more embarrassing discouragement. 

The policy indicated by public sentiment, and demanded 
by the circumstances of the times, and tho condition of the 
State, u to retrench the expenditures upon our work of in- 
ternal improvement and prosecute the system with modera- 
tion and economy. It is essential not only to the rightful 
action, but to the stability of the Government, that the will 
of the people, when clearly expressed, should be obeyed by 
their representatives. This principle is peculiarly important 
in relation to questions of revenue and expenditure. Public 
opinion is, moreover, manifestly right. The existing and 
anticipated revenue of the canals must be, as heretofore, the 
basis of any new loans which the Legislature shall sec fit to 
authorize, since taxation for purposes of internal improve- 
ment deservedly finds no advocate among the people. 
THe^e revenues have been disturbed in the general derange 
mcnt of pecuniary affairs, and cannot now be tho basis of 
that safe calculation, without which it is hazardous to pledge. 



I to a great extent the credit of the Stato. Nor can we resist 
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the OTidence that the credit of some of the States ii less 
firm than heretofore. It is worthy, therefore, of serious 
consideration, whether oar own might not be impaired by 
ofTering large amounts of stock in a market already filled 
with American securities. It is doubted whether the Erie 
Canal would not have been adequate for all useful purposes 
if the scale of enlargement had been much less expensive 
than that fixed by the Canal Board, and it is certain that 
smaller dimensions, or a more tardy enlargenrent, would 
have been adopted, had the estimates of the Canal Com- 
missioners presented truly the cost of the work. You will, 
however, find the question of reducing its dimensions em- 
barrassed by the fact that about one-half of the work has 
been accomplished, or put under contract. 

The parts of the work which are peculiarly expensive are 
the aqueducts and locks, and these have engaged the earlier 
attention of the Commissioners in consequence of the decay 
of the old structures, which threatened a suspensioa of navi- 
gation. It is evidently impossible now to secure, with equal 
expense, the same advantages that might have been obtained 
by adopting a more limited scale of enlargement in the first 
instance. It is, however, respectfully submitted whether it 
would not be expedient to refer the piftns of all the works 
in progress, including the enlargement of the Erie canal, to 
competent engineers, to ascertain what portions of the same 
may be delay<3 without detriment to the public interest, and 
what expense may be saved by executing other portions in 
a manner equally efiective and durable, but more plain and 
economical than that hitherto pursued. It seems quite cer- 
tain that if the Legislature had enjoyed the services of a 
Board of Internal Improvement, including competent engi- 
neers, no such delusive estimates would have become tiie 
basis of legislative action. I would recommend the estab- 
lishment ofsuch a board, as one of the first measures for 
ratrieviug our former pomtion. For the purpose of guaxd- 
ing against a dangerous increase of debt and the possibility 
of taxation, I respectfully recommend that all inues of 
Block shall be so limited that the interest on the whole debt 
of the State shall at no time exceed its surplus revenues, 
and that the increase of those revenues be relied upon for 
the tdtimate extinguishment of the debt The adoption of 
this principle, there is reason to believe, would be sustained 
by the people, and it would place our credit upon the most 
impregnable ground. Although its effect might be to delay 
for a season Uie progress, it would insure the completion of 
those great works in contemplation in different parts of the 
State, and which a veiy large portion of our fellow-citizens 
continue justly to regard with unabated interest. 

It is proposed in some quarters to effect the necessary re- 
trenchment by discontinuing the Genesee Valley and Black 
River canals, and by abandoning such of the auxiliary canals 
already completed, as caimot, by increasing the rates of toll, 
be made to yield a revenue equal to the interest on the cost 
of their construction. It might well be doubted whether the 
Genesee Valley and Black River canals would have been un- 
ilertake»4hus early had true estimates of their cost been sub- 
mitted to the Legislature, and had the prospective engage- 
ments of the State been truly understood. If we consider the 
ncrifice that would be made of the sums already expended, 
and the claims for damages which maynreasonabl v be appre- 
hended if these works should be discontinued, such a measure 
wouU be as questionable on the ground of economy, as it is 
objectionable on principles of justice to the large portions of the 
State interested in their completion. The value of property 
in their vicinity has undoubtedly greatly increase^, business 
has adapted itself to the ihcilities they hve created, and none 
bat the most disastrous consequences eould follow their aban- 
donment. 

The construction of the several auxiliary canals wss au- 
tfuNfixed without a confident expectation of immediate reve- 
nue. The Legidature deemed it Just to equalize the advan- 
tages of internal improvement by means of important lateral 
works, where the revenues to be derived from them directly, 
and their contributions to' the Erie canal, might be expected 
to be equivalent after a reasonable lapse of time, to the inte- 
netupon the cost of thor construction. It was assumed, 
ilao that the system might be extended, so long as the revO' 



nues of all the public works should be found sufficient to de- 
fray the expenses of their maintenance, yield a surplus ad^ 
auate to pay the interest upon the whole debt contracted for 
leir construction, and eventually discharge the prindpaL 
These limits have been observed in the construction of all the 
pubUc works which have been completed, although fears are 
expressed lest they may be passed in the undertakings now 
in progress. There would therefore be gross injustice in 
abandoning the Oswego, and Cayuga and Seneca,- the 
Chemung, the Crooked Lake and the Chenango Canals^ 
and thus visiting upon the regions enriched by them the 
consequences of errors of calculations in regard to woika 
undertaken subsequently to their completion. It is true dial 
each of these canals, considered separately from the Erie Ca- 
nal, yields a revenue insufficient to defray the interest on its 
cost. 

But theia revenues are increasing, and their defiofencieB 
are diminishing. The rates of toll upon them are the sama 
which are established upon the Erie and Champlain Canals. 
Uxdess an universal law of trade should be reveiaed, their 
busuiem, now insufficient, and consequently their revenue 
would be diminished by raising the rates of tolL A ruinous 
depreciation of property in the regions which th^ tiavene 
would inevitably fellow, and the legidatnre wouM soon be 
obliged to reconsider a measure ofsuch queetionable policy 
and absolute injustice. Nor is it to be forgotten that these 
works have scarcely as yet had a feir eBiperinieQt The in* 
crease, however, in the revenue of the Oswego catial during 
the past year, justifies the belief that it will soon defray the 
interest upon its cost The laws authorizing the oonatmo- 
tion of the lateral canals looked forward to an extension of 
their trade by coimecting them with similar improvements 
beyond the State. However distant it may be, that ooimeB* 
ion laust eventually take piece. These cuials will then no 
kinger be regarded as exhausting the wealth of the Stale. 
Their construction will be vindicated, not only by their pro- 
motion of the public prosperity, but iAm by dieir libend con- 
tributions to the public treasury. 

In my annual message at the last session of the Legialft- 
ture, I recommended the rapid prosecution of die enUige- 
ment of the Erie canai I commended also to fevouiaible 
consideration the New York and Erie Raiboad, and a rail- 
road from Lake Champlain to the St Lawrence as works 
of great public importance, and worthy, if they coukl not be 
otherwise speedily accomplished, of being oonstructed at the 
expense of the State. My opinions in relation to the public im- 
portance of these and all other improvements commended on 
that occasion are unchanged. I am moreover convinced that 
the difficulties, as well as the cost of these improvements, liave 
been as greatly exaggerated as their probable revenues have 
been undervalued, and the just claims of the portions of the 
State interested in their construction have been overlooked. 
It is no longer dottbtfid that railroads may be constructed by the 
State as suitably as canals, and that the public convenience 
requires that the former os well as' the latter should as far as 
practicable be controlled by the State. It is probably unne- 
cessary to remark that the recommendations then submitted 
to the LegiBlature to expedite the enlargement of the Erie Ca-^ 
nal, and to provide for the inunediate completion of the works* 
before mentioned, proceeded on the assumption of the sub- 
stantial correctness of the various estimates of the Canal 
Commissionen which are discovered to have been very erro- 
neous. 

Our fellow-citizens residing in the portions of the State 
which will be traversed by the railroads before mentioned are 
alarmed by the great expense of the exdargeroent of the Erie 
Canal, while those interested in the accomplishment of the lat- 
ter undertaking regard with disfavour other applications for Le- 
gislative aid. These jealousies, the obvious tendency of which 
\b the disappointment of every claim upon the public munifi- 
cence, have given new confidence to the opponents of all im- 
provements. I carmot doubt that your views and policy will be 
the comprehensive and magnanimous, and have reference 
not to local or temporuy interests but to the general and last- 
ing proroerity of the State. I confidently hope that the un- 
expected disooveiy of the extent to which the engagements 
of the state have been carried by former Legislaturea, may 
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produce nich modenition on the part of thoee who daim to 
diare in the pahlic manifioence, Mich concenionB of local in- 
terests, and inch convictions of the importance to the whole 
State of the improvements of each section, as to enaUe yoa 
to adopt a plan of fiscal operations which will re-invigorate 
the public credit, and effectually secure the completion, with- 
oat unnecessary delay, of each of the important works be- 
fore mentioned. The retaidation which has become neces- 
saij ought by no means to be considered as an abandonment. 
It IS the fortune of enterprise to encounter obstacles and de- 
lays in the attainment of even demonstrable results, and cer- 
tainly no undertaking so vast as our system of Internal Im- 
provements was ever more eminently successful, or encoun- 
tered obstacles less serious than those which now check its 
prosecution. 

Coruiitutionalily, 

The present crisis has produced renewed opposition to the 
entire system. It is boldly denounced as unconstitutionol, 
foreign to the legitimate sphere of legislative sction, destructive 
of the liberties of the people and ruinoun to their welfara — 
The specious theory is promulgated, that Uie duration of na- 
tional existence is divisible into periods corresponding with 
generations of men, and that the State has at no time a right 
to undertake the conatrucrion of works which will leave a 
charge upon a subsequent generation. It is a neccssaiy con- 
sequence of these principlei, that the entire system must be 
abandoned, and that the obligations assumed in its prosecu- 
tion may be cast off by subsequent generations. These 
piuiciples have been boldly avowed, and have tended to im- 
pair &n confidence of mankind in the integrity and good 
faith ofthe people of this State, but they derive no support 
from our history. Reason and experience teach that every 
human society has a. continuous id^tity susceptible of indefi- 
nite prolongation and incapable of division. 

The dtiien of every State feels, as it has been well said, 
that, although mortal himself, he is part of a community that 
may, and he hopes will, be perpetud. He is conscious that 
every important measure of government in which he may be 
engaged, is in some degree the result of causes anterior to hit 
own existence, and may be productive not only of conse- 
quences immediately affecting himself and his contempora- 
ries, but of othere pervading the whole State, and distant as 
its dissolution. The daily labours of life, although stimulated 
by immediate necessity, are cheered by the expectation of 
distant good. The generous efforts of public benefiiclors, by 
whose inventions, instructions, and achievements, our race 
has been raised firom the savage condition through every im- 
perfect social state to the freedom and dignity of self-govern- 
ment, have always been directed to objects more remote than 
those of immediate or personal advantage. Benevolent de- 
■les for the welfiue of those who shall succeed us, produce 
not only individual and domestic exertion, but social action 
in every form adapted to relieve the necessities or promote 
the welfare of mankind. 

Animated by such impulses, and aroused to such efforts 
with reference to distant periodis, men seem to approximate 
here towards the dignity of character to which our race is 
destined in a future state. The susceptibility to such im- 
pulses, and the power of making such efforts are among the 
strongest proofs that such a state awaits us. The human 
heart knows few paasions stronger or more universal than the 
desire to be remembered when we shall have ceased to exist, 
and it estimates the value of fame by the lapse of time through 
which that fame may endure, and the portion of the earth it 
may pervade. The motives and achievements ofthe revolu- 
tionary age knew no such miserable bounds as those now 
prescribed. Our National Independence was sought and ob- 
tained, not alone for those who achieved it, nor for one gen- 
eration only, nor for a narrow cycle of years, nor for any pe- 
riod, but for all generations and for all time. Our republican 
institutions were designed at their foundation, not alone for 
three millions of American people, but for us and for as many 
millions as shall, in all time, rise up and demand their protec- 
tion. No citizen can bo deprived of that protection, because 
he was not of the generation by which it was guaranteed, 



and no distoyal citizen can excuse his delinquency by plead* 
ing a limitation of allegiance. 

In the great struggle for Independence, the inquiry iras 
not raised, what generation shall sustain the ex pense ofthe con- 
flict ? During the period of almost sixty yean occupied in 
paying the debt which was incurred, no citizen questioned its 
justice. The principle of internal improvement derives its 
existence from the generous impulses of the Revolutionary 
age. It regards the future welfare, prosperity, and happiness 
ofthe people. Its agency is everywhere felt to be salutary in 
encouraging emigration, and the settlement and improvement 
of new lands, in augmenting national wealth, in promoting 
ttgriculture, commerce, manufactures, and the diffusion of 
knowledge, and in strengtliening the bonds of our National 
Union. It is redted in the Declaration of Independence aa 
one ofthe wrongs committed by the King of England, that 
he had endeavored to prevent the population of these States, 
and for that purpose had obstructed the laws for the natural- 
ization of foreigners, had refused to psss othen to encourage 
their migration hither, and had raised the conditions of new 
appropriations of lands. The Father of his country had none 
of the modem scepticism, when, in his first message to Con- 
gress he recommended a facilitation ofthe intercourse between 
dutant parts ofthe country by a due attention to the post- 
office and post-roads. 

The population of the United States was confined for al- 
most two centuries to the Atlantic coast, but the mighty mind 
of Washington percdved that a region far more extended, 
fertile and nlubrious, lay beyond the borders of the thirteen 
States ; that inasmuch as the sovereignty of the Union was 
distributed among the cultivatora of the earth, the political 
power ofthe government would find a centre in that region ; 
that if the natural barriers between that region and the east 
should remain unchanged, the west would at no distant p»> 
riod cast off its union with the maritime States ; but that if 
those barriers could be surmounted by roads and pierced by 
canals, connecting its inland navigation of lakes and riven 
with tide water, the wealth and population of the whole 
country would be vastly increased, and the States be bound 
in an indissoluble union of interest and affections. Imbued 
with these sentiments, he stopped not in his Farewell Address 
to discuss or to recommend his favourite policy, but boldly 
predicted, as a certain event, that progressive improvement 
of interior communication by land and water, the auspidoua 
Tesults of which are only just beginning to be realized. 

It is a fact as interesting as it is instsuclive, that the soli- 
dtude of the Father of bis Country knew no rest after the 
achievement of her Independence, but passed dnectly firom 
the cares of that great struggle to the greater and even more' 
glorious work of strengthening the union of the States* and 
perpetuating thdr liberties. In 1783, immediately afUr the 
close of the war, he proceeded up the difiicult navigation of 
the Mohawk 'to Fort Stanwix, now the site of the town of 
Rome, and crossed to Wood creek, which empties into Onei- 
da lake and affords an imperfect communication with Lake 
Ontario. The noble and patriotic sentiments inspired by his 
observations were thus expressed : ** Taking a contemplative 
and extensive view ofthe vast inland navigation of the Unit- 
ed States, I could not but be stnick with the immense diffu- 
sion and importance of it, and with the goodness of that 
Providence who had dealt His favoura to us with so profuse 
a hand. Would to God we may have wisdom to improve 
thenf !" The connexion of Lake Ontario with the Hudson 
by perfect canals,1iistead of the difiScult and obstructed nav- 
igation of the Mohawk nnd Wood creek, the mingling of the 
watera of Lake Erie with thoee of the same noble river by 
means of a canal, the converaion of Fort Stanwix into the 
centre of a constellation of dties and villages, with all the 
consequent benefits of these improvements, reflect additional 
glory upon the fame of Washington, and prove that the ef- 
forts of this State in fulfilment of his noble aspiration, have 
been crowned with the blessing of that Great Being to whom 
it was addressed. 

His contemporary, JeflSsrson, one ofthe most sagacious of 
American statesmen, as wdl as one of the most ardent vo- 
taries of liberty, pronounced roads, canaJs^ and rivers^ to be 
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groat foundations of national prosperity and union, and rp* 
commended to Congre^8 the policy of applying the surplus 
revenues ansing from imposts upon luzurtua and from the 
sale of the public iiinda to the great purposes of public educa- 
tion, the improvement of tlie navigation of rivers, the con- 
struction of roads and canals, and such other objects of public 
improvement as it might be thought proper to add to the con- 
stitutional enumeration of federal powers; operations by 
which, as he wi*ll remarked, new channels of communication 
would be opened between the States, the lines of their separa- 
tion would disappear, their interesti would be identi&ed, and 
their union cemented by new and indissoluble ties. 

It is worthy of remark, that none of the distinguished 
founders of Amsrican liberty stopped to calculate the ques- 
tion of revenue when they recommended this enlightened 
policy, designed to increase the prosperity and cement the 
union of the Slates. The distinction between internal im- 
provements and measures of public defence, upon the ground 
that tJie former cannot as rig.'itfully be carried on with the 
revenues of the Stale or the use of its credit as the latter, is a 
refinement of modern times. The state«men of the revolu- 
tion evidently regarded free intercommunication as one of 
the means of national defence. 

Had it been then understood, as is now asserted, that in- 
ternal improvement is a departure from the legitimate power 
of government, the opposition of the British King to emigra- 
tion and his raising the conditions of new appropriations of 
lands, would have found no reprobation in the Declamtion of 
Independence, and the improvement of roads and rivers at 
the public expense would not subsequently have obtained an 
equal place with the promotion of education in the executive 
recommendations of Washington and Jefferson. No such 
absurdity was then conceived as the proposition, that while 
a nation may employ its revenue and credit in carrying on 
war, in suppressing sedition, and in punishing crime, it can- 
not employ the same means to avert the calamities of war, 
provide for the public security, prevent sedition, improve the 
public morals, and increase the general happiness. All the 
questions now raised were deliberately and decisively settled 
in the adoption of the policy of internal improvement by this, 
State in 1817. The estimated cost of the Erie and Cham- 
plain canals was six millions of dollars, and the whole sum 
was re-juired to be expended witliin seven years. The re- 
venues of the State were at that time inadequate to defray 
the ordinaiy expenses of the Government without a resort to 
direct taxation. In this emergency, the only question raised, 
was upon the ability of the State, not upon its right, to em- 
ploy its credit. Unconscious of their resources, the people of 
this Stite alternately^ appealed to the Federal Government 
for its all aulficient aid, and tendered to other States a mu- 
nificent participation in the fruits, as an inducement to them 
to share the risks of the enterprise. 

Notwithstanding the failure of both appeals, no opponent 
was encouraged to inculcate, as is now profanely held forth, 
that the attempt to overcome the physical barriers to inter- 
course between the different regions of the State Was an en- 
croachment upon the Divine prerogative. It was resolved 
on the contrary, that whether the great enterprise was regard- 
ed with a view to commerce and finance, or on the more 
extensive scale of policy, it would evince a want of wisdom 
and almost of piety not to employ for public advantage those 
means which Providence had placed so completely within 
their power. They looked into futurity and attentively lis- 
tened for the warning which it mi^ht send forth, but far from 
hearing, as is now insanely imagined, the cries and curses 
of unborn millions, and the maledictions of their own de- 
scendants, they were cheered on by voices which assured 
them that their young and enterprising State would soon be 
withodt a rival, that the commerce of half a world would be 
here, that posterity would bless forever those who should 
commence and prosecute the great enterprise to its consum- 
mation, and that contemporaries would vindicate its chief 
defender against the assaults of his enemies. 

It was then asserted, as dogmatically as it is now, that 
taxation and ruin would be the consequences of internal im- 
provement, and estimates of revenue, the correctness of which 
time ha9 already triumphantly vindicated, were denounced 



aa visionary and chimerical. Phantoms of debt were then, 
as now, conjured up to an aggregate of boundless miUiotas^ 
and ingeniously af^rtioned among the citi/^ns, as such 
debts now are, by imaginary assesMnents according to the 
latest census of the State. Notwithstanding all these <Ha» 
couragement^, the work was undertaken, stocks were issoed 
redeemable by a aabsequent generation, and revenues then 
existing, revenues created Sor the purpose, and revennes an« 
ticipated from the works to be constructed, were ail devoted 
to the payment of the interest and the extinguishment of the 
debt. In 1821, the people, by their representatives, asseni- 
bled to revise their oonstituiion. '1 he canals were stiM unfin« 
ished, and their results uncertain. Yet no such absnrdity 
was proclaimed as that of excluding internal improvement 
from the subjects of legislative action, nor was the dishonest 
suggestion of repudiating the public debt for a moment en- 
tertained. On the contrary, all that had been done was 
approved, and the Convention, with integrity characteristic 
of a just, generous and enlightened people, incorporated into 
the constitution the pledges which had been given by the 
Legislature to Uie public creditor, and made them thonccfbrth 
and forever a part of the organic law of the State. Then 
pledges have been sacredly preserved. Ample funds, ro» 
ceived from the revenues originally devoted to the enterprise, 
have accumulated and been set apart for the payment of tha 
debt, although the day for final payment has not yet arrived, 
and those funds now await the public creditor, a rebuke to 
terrorists who predicted eternal taxation. 

Corporations. 

The consfrudtion of such works by asjFOciations incorpo- 
rated by the Legislature is denounced as no less unconstitu- 
tional and dangerous than their prosecution by the State, and 
a stranger to our institutions would suppose, from the vio- 
lence with wliich all such associations are assailed, that they 
are innovations upon well settled principles of government 
The opponents of internal improvement object to its prose- 
cution by the geneial government, by the state governments, 
or by incorporations, and would leave it to l^e carried on only 
by individual enterprise and with private capital. It is man- 
ifest that as there are no private fortunes among us adequate 
to such enterprises, the exclusion i^ legislative action and 
that of corporations, would be equivalent to a prohibition of 
the system. Such associations had their origin in the ne- 
cessities of a scanty population, dispersed over a broad terri- 
tory, requiring extensive improvements, and yet enjoying 
wealtli —limited indeed, but distributed with great cquaUty. 
T|}ey are founded upon that principle of social labour which 
always jobtains in the settlement of new countries. Since it 
is always their design to invite emigration and stimulate bu- 
siness, rather &an to provide comforts and facilities fi>r n 
population already dense, their works are not un&equentTy 
profitless. 

They are to be conmdered rather as agents in equalizing 
and rendering available the contributions of individuals for 
the public benefit, than as monopolies of weahh. The same 
principle and form of association are adopted by eveiy other 
department Our manufiictures are carried on by similar 
agencies, and our colleges, our public charities, and even our 
religious societies, are corporations. Their agency has al- 
ways been employed in constructing works not deemed of 
sufficient importance to warrant their assumption by the 
State, and yet of too great magnitude to be constructed by 
individuals. When the necessities of the country were 
greatest, their agency was most freely employed and encour- 
aged by the most liberal charters. As those necessities di- 
minish, they are properly regarded with greater jealousy, and 
the powers and privileges conferred upon them are more 
carefully restricted. Those who unite in such associations 
under the sanction of law for purposes of public improve- 
ment, necessarily incur the censure of others who happily 
excuse themselves from every contribution or sacrifice for the 
public welfare, upon the ground of their objections to the 
prevailing forms in which such contributions and sacrifices 
are made. But they may ofi!cr in extenuation of their error, 
that the Fublime repose of the Father of his Country was oo 
cupied with the plana of internal improTement which were 
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!• be tmrM <»ut hy nwus of ■imiUr ajenciet* and thmt aven 
ha did not deam it dcrogatoiy to Um fame or patriotism to be 
the prendant of a canal company, after having worn the 
higfacat honoun of the lepoblie. 

The policy of ioaaiaff the credit of the State to each asio- 
ciatioAs ia condemned with unmeaiureU aeverily, and you 
will be required from aome quaitera to repeal all the lawa hy 
which auch loans have been authorixed* Tbia poUcy had its 
origin in 18i7, and was thus explained and defended in 
1829 by the diatlngniahed cititen who then filled the execu- 
tive chair of this State, and now adminiaterB the government 
of the United States. In his annual message to the liCgisIa- 
lore, he observed, ** II wtU doubtkas be attentively conaidered 
how far the public burthens arising from the construction of 
works of internal improvement may be relieved, and the ef- 
forta of the State jodiciously aided by the encouragement of 
individual associauons for the same purpoae. The leading 
case in which this policy has of late years been adopted, was 
Itiat of the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company. It gives 
me rioeere pleasure to be able to inform you that it has in 
this inatanea been crowned with the most cheering success. 
The cost of this canal is said to have been one million dght 
hundred and seventy •five thousand dollars, and of that sum, 
five hundred thousand dollars have been obtained upon the 
credit of the State, which holds fior its security the first lien 
upon the canaL There is no reason to apprehend the slight- 
est loss or tnoonvenieuoe from the measure adopted to assist 
the company. How far you can, consistently with other 
daima upon your fiivour, extend the relief they ask, will, I 
am confident, recdve an impartial and just examination and 
dedaion at your hands." 

An additional loan of the credit o( the State to the Dela- 
ware and Hudson Canal Company to the amount of three 
hundred thousand dollaia followed this rrcommendatioo^^ — 
The policy has been further carried out by loans to railroad 
companiea. Capital to an amount equal to the sums for 
which the credit of the State is pledged has been derived from 
Europe. Upon the inducement held out by the Legialaturo, 
it has been paid by citizens of this State and expended by 
them in the cocatruction of worka of iatemal improvement, 
with a view to the profit of our citizens, and theimproveotent 
and advancement of portions of the country which have not 
participated equally with other regfona in the benefits of woike 
oooatraeted by the State. I will not atop to present thtf 
minous effects which a repeal of the laws in question would 
Tisit at thia crisia upon the prosperity of the State* If to 
maintain the public iaith inviolate it were neceasary to argue 
from the inconveniencea which would result firom its viola* 
tion, that iaith would not be worth defending. 

The people of the State are intelligent and enligbtened ; 
Iheir Legislature is elected by their fwe and universal suf 
frige; they underhand fully the raeasarea discusaed at the 
capital, and their constitution secures accountability by bring- 
ing baJTore them at short and stated perioda their representa- 
tivea in evciy department. It is among the happy results of 
American oonaUtutions, that the people have proved them- 
aetvea mora watchful in the guardianship of the public treas- 
ury, more enlightened in the selection of objects of public 
muntfioenoe, and more acrupuloua in the diarbarge of na- 
tional oMigationa, than thoae who have administered any 
other form of government It is not from such a people that 
a violation of pi;Alic Iaith is to be apprehended. The propo- 
sition to repeal theae lawa, if made at any other time, would 
have passed unnoticed ; but when presented at a crisis like 
the present, it seema to proceed from a perverseness of moral 
sentiment, the very recklessness of which is otdained by a 
wiae Providence as the most efiectual securi^ against its 
evil designs. 

Within the period of twenty-three years, which haa elapsed 
smee the adoption of the policy of intem:d improvement the 
faUowiflg worfca have hem completed, and are now in sucp 
cassful operation. The Erie canaL connecting the Hudson 
river at Trey and Albsn^ with Lake Erie at Dufifalo^ 3; I 
milea long ; the ChampUun Canal, connecting the same no- 
ble river, at the same points, with Lake Champlain at White- 
hall, 79 miles ; die Oswego canal, connecting the Erie canal 
aiSyrMoeawith Lak« Ontario at Oswego. 36 milaB) the 
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Cayuga and Seneca canal, opening a n^gatieti frsfm the 
lakes thus named to the Erie canal ut Montezuma, 2d miles ; 
the Delaware and Hudson canal, from Rondouton the Hud- 
son to the Delawate river, 81 miles, and continued by rail- 
road to the cwal beds of Pennsylvania ; the Crooked Lake 
cnnal, connecting the Crooked Lake with the Seneca Lake, 
and thus with the Erie canal, 8 miles; the Chemung canal, 
connecting the Chemuilp; river af Elmira with the Seneca 
lake, and thus with tho Erie canal, 28 miles, with an ex- 
tension to Coming, 16 miles ; the Chenango canal connect* 
ing the Susquehanna river at Binghampton with the Erie 
canal at Ttica, 97 miles; a cnniinuou:* line of railroad from 
Albany to Auburn, ) 70 milea ; a similar line from Lockport 
to Lewistown and Bufialo, 47 milea; a railroad from Ko- 
chester to llatavia, 35 miles ; a railroad from Schenectady to 
Saratoga Springs, 21 miles; a railroad from Troy to Hallston 
Spa, 25 miles ; a railroad from New York to Harlaem, 8 
miles ; a railroad from Brooklyn to Hicksville, on Long Is- 
Und,_27 miles ; a railroad from the termination of the weat 
bnuich of the Chemung canal to the Tioga railroad in Penn- 
sylvania, 14 miles ; a railroad crossiag the ridge between the 
Susquehanna at Owegojand the < 'ayuga Lake at Ithaca, 29 
miles ; and a railroad from the line of Massachusetts at West 
Siockbridge, to tlie city of Hudson, 30 miles. 

These works constitute the internal improvementa which 
have lieen made in this State, exduaive of turnpikes. Maca- 
dam and common roads. They collectively exhibit 738 
niiles of canals and 406 miles of railroads. AH the canals^ 
except the Delaware and Hudson, were constructed by the 
State, said all the railroads, together with the Delaware and 
Hudson canal, were built by incorporated associations.— 
From the various acta by which their construct.on waa di- 
rected or fluthortxod, the following principles may be dedueed 
as settled in the policy of the State : That it is nut only the 
right, but the bounden duty of the Legislature to adopt meas- 
ures for overcoming physical ob>itructions to trade and com- 
merce in this State, and for furnishing to each region, aa far 
as reasonably practicable, facilities of access to the great com- 
mercial em{H>rium of the Union, fortunately located within 
our own borders ; that whatever contributes to increne the 
prosperity of the city of New York ia beneficial to e^^ery part 
of the State ; that it is of paramount importance to provide 
such channels and thoroughfares as will lencfer tributary the 
trade of other States, and especially that of the territory bor- 
dering on the ahores of the great western lakes; that it b jnst 
and wise to equalize the advantages of internal improvement 
by the construction ^of auxiliary or lateral works, aa far as the 
physical formation of the country and a judicioua use of the 
public funds will permit ; that tht Legialaturo may direct the 
construction of such works at the expense of the State, or 
authorize their construction by aaiociations, and may aid 
them by loans of the credit of the State upon conditiona of 
per^t indemnity ; that taxation for purposes of internal im- 
provement must necessarily be unequal, and would become 
oppreasive ; that the system can be carried on to the full ex- 
tent of the exigencies of the State with a judicious nee of the 
revenues to be derived firom the public works themselvea ; 
and that it muat at no time be so far extended aa to hazard 
the neoeasity of taxation to pay the interest or principal of 
the debt created for that purpose. 

liCt us next inquire what have been the financial remits 
of this policy, so &r as it has been carried in the construction 
of works alrmdy completed. The cost of aH the completed 
public works has been $ 12,072,032 25, which sum wm bcn-- 
rowed chiefly at 5 per cent. Of this amount, excluding the 
Erie and Champlain canal debt, for the paynsent of wbAch a 
fund has been accumulated and been aet apart, there remaTnv 
unpaid the sum of $3,4 76,8.) 9 66, which is not yet due^-* 
The surplus revenue froln the canal**, during the last year, 
was $1,067,H02 74. This revenue is sufficient to pay ther 
balance of the debt for their construction, with interest iitr^ 
on, in less than four years, and is equal annuairy to afmost 
nine per oen^. upon the entire cost of .all the'canafs. It i§ 
surely not unworthy of consideration, that these resulu have 
been attained with the ase of capital which otherwise would 
not have reached oor shores. Nor ought it to be forgotten 
that the policy has also callsd into actioo associated ca|iita 
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to the smoatit of shout nine niiiliont of dollars, which hw 
b^n expended in the construction of public improvoinents, 
by which the valuo of aprricuHunil productions has been sus- 
tained, labour encourai^ed, industry stimulated in all its de- 
partments, and new facilities of communication opened in 
yarioua ports of the State. 

Cammercialt ^ffncukuraf, aniCPoIiricul result; 

Bat how unimportant is the increase in the revenues of the 
Go\'cmment, compared with the more extensive, commercial, 
agricultural and political results affecting the condition of the 
people of this State. The navigable waters of the State, open 
to dirwt commerce with the city of New York, in 1817, 
scarcely exceeded three hundred miles in length. It is less 
than forty years since Quebec was generally rrgorded as the 
destined mart of the northern regions of this b'tatc, and Bal- 
timore and New Orleans confidently anticipated the trade of 
our soutli western frontier. The commerce of the State has 
now its wharves on the shores of her lakes, rivers, and bays, 
along an extent of twelve hundred miles, to which must be 
add^ four hundred miles of canals in other States, and three 
thousand miles of lake coast, accessible through our artificial 
channels. By means of these improvements, the advantages 
of navigable communication with the city of New York have 
been distributed over a territory of twenty-five thousand square 
miles, equal to one half of the surface of the State, and al- 
ready sustaining more than one half of its population. — 
Their effect in eqiializing the local advantages of the dillerent 
portions of the Stiite is proved by the facts that the average 
population per square mile of the regions thu« opened to com- 
mercial intercourse is forty-eight, while that of the regions not 
thiti accommodated is only seven. Buffalo and Oswego, 
Binghampton and Elmira, which nature seemeil to have ex- 
cluded from commerce with New York, now enjoy greater 
facilities of access than Utica did before the canals were made ; 
and Chicago, a thousand miles distant, exchanges her pro- 
ductions for the merchandise of the ramc city at Icm expense 
and with less delay than Oswego could have done at the same 
period. 

The wheat of Chautauque county, on the border of the 
State, displaces that staple on the shores of the Hudson ; and 
Orange and Dutchess cheerfully relinquish its culture for the 
more profitable agriculture required to furnish the daily sup- 
pliorof a great city. Lumber from Tompkins and Che- 
mung, and ship timber from Grand Island, supply the wants 
of the city of Now York. Iron from the banks of the Au 
Sable is exchanged for the salt of Onondaga. The gyp- 
sum of Madison and Cayuga ftrtilizes the fields of Pennsyl- 
vania, and the coal of that State is moving to supply the place 
of the forests of the west Railroads have imnieasuraMy in- 
creaM^d the facilities of intercourse and expedited the trans- 
mission of intelligence. Political influence and power are 
distributed among the cultivators of the earth, and our Stato, 
from an inferior position has risen rapidly to unquestioned as- 
crn^cney in the Union. The clouds which so often rise 
over the commercial cities of Europe, cannot cast a perma- 
nent gloom over the prosperity of a State, which, according 
to the sentiment of Jefferson, has wisely secured herself by 
the improvemeills of roads, canals, rivers, education, and the 
Other great foundations of national prosperity and union. A 
people thus enriched will not abandon the system to which 
they owe their wealth, because the agents by whom it has 
been conducted may have erred or been unfaithful; nor will 
thoy be stopped in their career by ol>stacIes which time most 
diminish and enterprise will overcome. 

.The prudence, moderation and economy which are now 
Kcommendnd, will only re-invigoiate our energies and con- 
firm our ability to prosecute this syMem nntil every part of- 
the State shall enjiy its inestimable advantages. The pres- 
aare which has fallen upon the country cannot long continue. 
No commercial fluctuations here or abroad can permanently 
repress the enterprise of the people or check the progress of 
the Stata in wealth and popolation. Our canal revenues f m- 
ptovo even under the moat adverse circumstances, and al* 
though thay may be alisited in their increases for one year or 
lor two yean, they wiD soon ragafai tiieir progresahre power. 
Unlika adier eo in m un itiea tfala Stata boirowaiio BOiiar Uff 



parpoeea of war or defence, to pay aalariea or penaiona^ or tbe 
interest or principal of former loana, or even to endow intfH 
totions of learning, benevolence, or religion. Her iooome ia 
suflUcicnt for her wants, without taxation; the valttc of her 
productive property is double the debt aba owes ; hear aq^ns 
income is double Ibe interest she is reqnixed to pay ; and the 
revenues derived from her canals, if jodiciouslNr managed, will 
be adequate to every enterprise which the interests of the Pei^ 
pie shall demand. 

The rapidity with which the system of Internal Improve- 
ments shall bie prosecuted, and consequently tbe period at 
which its full advanlagca shall be lealiaed, depend not alto- 
gether upon the Legislature. The Federal Government boUa 
in tmst for the States almost a thousand millions of acres of 
land, the value of which, at the lowest Govemoicnt priee, ia 
one dollar and twenty»five cants per acre. This immcoaa 
domain the property of the States, was coded by them to tf» 
C^eneral Government as their trustee, for their oommon im^ 
rest and benefit. In 1790, Congress veiy properly pledged 
the avails of the public lands for the payment of the natfoHal 
debt That debt has been discharged. The revenues whidi 
the Federal Government derives from imports should be suf- 
ficient for all its expenses, and that Government haa no legit- 
imate right to use Uie proceeds of the public lands. It nei- 
ther constmcts works of internal improvemant norestabUsfaes 
i^stems of education. The Slate Ctovermnents are charged 
with those responsibilities, and with the regubtion of their 
own municipal aflairs. The snm which has been received 
into the Federal Treasury from the sales of landa exeeeda" 
fifty millions of dollars. A bill passed both honsca of Con- 
gress making a distribution of these proceeds, but was lost 
for want of the Executive approval. The proportion of 
these avails which equitably belongs to this State would re- 
lieve her from the nece8.«ity of delaying or pcfstpooing the 
prosecution of any one of the public worics alrndy under- 
taken, and would enable her to assume others in which her 
citizens have engaged. Her interest in the immense domain 
remaining unsold is a resource which would enable her to ex- 
tend her improvements until no dwelling: within her bonden 
shall be distant more than fifteen miles from means of rapid 
communication. 

New York need not solicit the Federal Government, as is 
proposed in some quarters to assume or guarantee tbe pay- 
ment of the debts of the several States upon a pledge of 
the public lands. Her credit needs no sucli extraneons 
support, and her enterpri^e might be crippled by the nation's 
gnamntce of the credit of other States, upon whoae legisbtian 
she can have no check. Her interest is the eoaunon inte- 
rest of all the States. Her prosperity is indissolably con- 
nected with theirs. Her works of internal improvenMnt* 
magnificent as they may be, will nevertheless only oonslitale 
a part of that great^stem which the enlightened mind ef 
Washington foresaw would open channels to the Atlantic 
coast for the productions -of the west, and bind the State* in 
indissoluble bonds of affection and interest Her prosperily 
is increased by all that advances that of any of bar afaier 
States, and she sufiers soon and severely every calamity fbat 
falls upon them. She learns with surprise from Ibe annual 
message of (he President of the United States, that aMiougb 
the Federal Government has unlimited possession of tbe im- 
posts upon foreign commerce, and derives fifteen millions an- 
nually from the city of New York alone, its m-enoes fiein 
that source are deemed insufficient for its ordinary expen- 
ditures. She hears with astonishment the suggestion made 
by the President in violation of every principle ofenNgfatmed 
economy, of magnanimous policy, and of the established and 
often recognised conditions of the trust to consume the 
nues arising from the sale of the public domain for tbe 
nary purposes of Government, and thus prodigally 
temporary and often needless and extravagant eirpenditniea, 
tbe richest inheritanoe that Providence ever bestowed upon 
anypoople. 

Tne canals of this State have opened the way fbr ^mtgm- 
tbm to that domain, have ftimtshed facilities for tfie lnn»> 
portation of hs productioni, have intneasurably enhanced lis 
vfttua, and thos nave grratly oontriboted to increase the 
noaawhidiitbif pom^ iMo tiM natioDil treasuryi 
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may, therelbre, with poeuUar justico, demand a divialon of 
tho«e revenues, and a paitittoD of the national domain. 

The wants of many of the States will induce a more fa- 
▼euraUe consideration of a policy so eminently enlightened, 
jost ^nd equal, and it cannot be reasonably doubted that the 
voice of the people of this State, if clearly expressed in its fa- 
vour, would meet with a hearty response from every pait of 
the IJnion. It is demanded not only upon the grounds of 
justice and financial expediency, but by considerations deeply 
aflecting the puUie liberty and the maintenance of our insti- 
tutions, since the possession of ihii domain, and the control 
of the large revenue derived from it, cannot fail to increase 
the preponderance of the Federal Government 

The cursory view which has been taken of the condition 
of the State and the measures requiring your consideration, 
was perhaps unnecessary to produce a cQpviction that you 
have been called to your high trusts at a period when you 
will be embarrassed by extmoidinaiy difficulties, and when 
your discharge qf those trusts will be regarded with great so' 
Ikttndfl. It is not a time to aggravate existing evils by sud- 
den end violent changes of poticy, bold expeiiments, or rash 
innovations. The immediate welfiire of the People and their 
permanent prosperity will be better promoted by a steady ad- 
hereaoe to the settled policy of the State, with economy and 
ratrenehmoDt in iti praaecution, and by the preservation of 
institutions intimately connected with that policy and with 
the various individual interests of our fellow-citizens. Nor 
ought we to4orget that the counsels of Government are inef- 
laotual ta promote the common welfare, if they are not guided 
by that sense of dependence upon Divine favour, which the 
ramembranoa of past blessings is so well calculated to inspire. 

WILLIAM U. SEWARD. 

Albany, January 7th, 1840. 

Bank of Rllllcdgeville. 

The IbUowing is the act, passed at the last session of the 
legisUture, relating to the Central Bank, in the future ope- 
latioos of which the people of the State are deeply interested. 
AN ACT to alter and amend '*An act to establish a Dank 

at MUledgeville, to be-called and known by the name and 

s^le of the Central Bank of Georgia," passed on the 22d 

day of December, 1828. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
laasnlatiiieii of the State of Greorgia in General Assembly met, 
and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same. That 
from and .after the ]|Bssing of this act, the Directors of the 
Central Bank of Georgia shall be authorized and empowered 
to issue and put in circulation any amount of U)e notes of 
said bank, not exceeding double the amount of the capital 
stock of said Bank, and that so much of the 25th section of 
the act above recited as prohibili the putting into circulation 
the bills of said bank for a larger amount of its specie and 
ImIIs of other banks, and the 12th section of said act, which 
providea that the total amount of debts which said Bank may 
owe at any time, shall not exceed the amount of its capital 
slock, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Directros of 
the Central Dank shall be authorized to refuse specie payments 
of it> bills to the agent or holders of any Bank which has 
anapaoded specie payment of its bills. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted that the Directors of said 
Bank proceed to sell and transfer in such manner as the same 
may be required to be assigned in behalf of this State, the 
sluires owned by the State in the Bank of Augusta, in the 
Planters* Bank of the State of Georgia, and in the Darien 
Bank, so soon, from time to time, as par value can be obtain- 
ed for the same ; and the money lor which the same may be 
Bold, diall become a part of the caphal stock of said Bank, 
under its control and for its use : Provided, That such Di- 
vBcten shall not sell or dispose of any shares or stock, the in- 
terest and proAts of which have been heretofore by law se- 
cursd to the Untversity of this State. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That after the sale of 
the stock in any of said banks^ no Directors therefor diall be 
tp|w4ptff on the part of the State, and if a part only of the 
aloek basold, the directors on the part of the State shall be 
aypointBdaooordingly by the Gcberal Asaembly^ 



Sec 5. And be it further enacted. That nothing in thi* 
act contained shall be so construed as to change the fund' 
now known as a common school fund for the State of 
Georgia, to any other purpose than that of public education, 
but the said funds and the interest ariring therefrom shall be 
applied to the purposes of education as the law may direct 

Sec. 6. And belt further euacted. That all laws or parts 
of laws militating against this aGt,be and the same are hereby 
repealed. JOSEPH DAY, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
ROBERT M. ECHOLS, 
President of the Senate. 
Assented ^o 2 1st Dec. 1839. 
CHARLES J. McDOPTALD, Governor. 

Qiicrciiron Bark. 

Annual inspection of Quercitron Bark at the Port of Phila- 
deIphia,fromthe Ist of January 1821, to Uie 31st of 
December 1839, inclusive. 

Prepared from our former reports. 
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PHH-ADELPHIA. 

IVSFCCTIOir UP FLOUR IMD XXAL. 

Comparative statement of the quantity of Wlteat and 
Rye Flour and Com Meal, inspected at the Port of Phila- 
delphia in 1838 and 1830. 
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ficliaylktll Bank, 

A meeting of th« ttockholdera of the SchuylkiU Bank, in 
the city of Philaiielphift, was held at the Banking House, on 
Monday, the 20th of Januaiy, 1840. 

George Piq>per, Esq. was appointed Chairman, and Samuel 
J, HendeiBon, chosen Secretaiy. • 

John Price WetherilU Esq^ on behalf of those acting w 
directors of the bank, submitted the following report of tb^ir 
proceedings, which was ordered to be publiahed in the news- 
papers of the city pf Philadelphia, 

It was Resolved, That the stockholders present sign a pe 
tition to the Legislature, praying the passage of a bill* in re- 
lation to the b(»nk, before the Senate. 

It was Resolved, That when the meeting adjourned, it 
should adjourn to the fourth day of Febrnary next, at ten 
p'clock, A. M. 

GEORGE PEPPER, Chuirman. 

(Samuel J. Henderson, Secretary, 



December iSib 18S9. 



Meport 9/ Me Directors of the Schuylkill Bank, 

In prceenting to the stockholders a report of the state of 
the Schuylkill Bank, and of the proceedings of the Board 
aince the 17th December last, the Directors regret that the 
peculiar situation in which they have been placed, has neces- 
sarily prevented them from carrying through the thorough 
examination which they would have desired. The contested 
election of the 18th November last, resulted, as is known, 
in the institution of proceedings in the natare of a Quo 
Warranto against -die present Directors; pending these pro- 
ceedings, the explosion of the 16th December occurred, and 
shortly aAer, the Directors were informed that the Quo War- 
ranto was to be peniated in, and received a written notice 
that they would be held responsible in their estates for any 
acts which they s^iould underU|ke to perform as Directors of 
the bank, 

. The members of the Board, under these circumstances, 
were extremely anxious to be relieved from the performance 
of their duties, and woukl gladly have retired from their office, 
but found it impossible to consummate any measure for effect- 
ing this object, »nd have therefore been compelled to en- 
counter the difficulties and embarrassments unavoidably in* 
cident to their administration of the affairs of the bank, 
during a period of confusion, with a very partial knowledge 
of its concerns, compared with thiit which thfey h^ve now 
acquired. 

In the meantime, the present Directora felt themselves 
compelled to restrict their operations to the mere acquiescence 
in the exorcise by parties indebted to the bank, of their legal 
nght to make payment in the notes of the bank, and checks 
of depositors. 

The Directors have also received socmity from debtore of 
the bank, where it could be obtained without condition, and 
have allowed accommodation paper of respectable houses to 
lie over on recovering the proper per centage in reduction, 
in one instance only, (and tliat before receiving the notice 
before alluded to) the Directors compromised a debt by re- 
ceiving a largo portion of the amount, and discharging the 
party. 

On the evening of the 16th December last thp Board met, 
find were informed of the frauds practised by H. J. Letis, in 
relation to the stock of the Kentucky Dank, and the exami- 
nation they have made, leads the Directors to believe that the 
amount of th^t stock over issued by H. J. Levis, exceeds 
13,000 shares. 

On the 17tli December, the payment of its own note^, pro- 
sen tisd at the counter of the bank, was continued, until near 
the hour of closing the bank. 

On the 1 8th December, when a confusion necessarily at- 
tending so sudden 41 catastroplio. had in a measure subsided, 
the Directors proceeded to take an accurate account of the 
assets found in tlie bunik, and of its liabilities as they appear- 
ed 0(1 the books, the rcjult of w!iich is here submitted, 



ASSETS. 

% Bills discounted and not matured, 

.1 VDo. do. held 

^ I Do. do. protested. 

About one-third of the protested noCea of 16 
to 20 yean standing, and probably of no 
value. 

Over drafts, . . t. . 

Most of these over drafts ore octoaUy loam 
bearing interest; and some secured l^ bond 
and mortgage and other coUaterel, an4 wera 
never considered by the parties interested aa 
over drafts. 

Notes of other banks, counted, 

Specie, do. 

Due by other banka, from hooka, 

Chesapeake and Delaware Canal stock, 

Mhie HiU and SehuylkiU Haten Railroad 
stock, - - - - - 

Loans on other stocks, . . • 

Beaver Meadow Loan, • . . 

Real Estate, . . . . 

Real Estate, aince ascertained to be the pro- 
perty oi bank, in H. J. Ijevis's name, and 
estimated by him at 1 15,800 doUara, 



^536,520 17 

90,015 92 

110,699 4S 



280,647 Oa 



S,37S 00 

7,616 19 

16,899 86 

10,000 00 

14,009 28 
43,S41 09 
77,972 00 
86,1^8 17 



Making together, #1,276,636 19 

Without statement of Branch at Port Carbon, which is 
hereafter stated, the amount of Schuylkill not«a on hand 
counted, on December 18th, $1,059,914 50. 

December 18th, 1889. 
LIABILITIES. 



Due depositore. 
Circulation, as per books, • 
Other banks. 



Capital stock paid in, 



- $140,430 26 

94.871 00 

. 236,946 31 

^i^— ^^^"^■^-^■^^■^^~ 

$478,^7 67 

. 998,600 00 

$1,470,887 57 



$112,300 00 



49,000 00 



It is to be observed, however, that several fimudulant and 
irregular transactions of the late oaahier hava ainco been de- 
veloped, and perhaps further developments of a similar char- 
acter may be expected. The whole amount of the real liabili- 
ties of the bank cannot, therefore, at present, be aocuratdy 
ascertained. Some of these developmenta the Board pi»- 
ceod to state, viz : — 
1st — Over issue of Schuylkill Bank stock, 

2246 shares, estimated at par. 

Proceeds of which supposed applied to his 

own use. 
2d. — A special deposit, for which a certificate 

was originally given for $74,000, since re> 

duced to 

Proceeds of which supposed applied to his 

own use. 
3d. — Three notes, the property of bank, taken 

by him from bank, and not accounted for, 8,500 00 

4 th. — ^An erasure from books of bank not ac- 
counted for, 
5th. — Poet notes issued and not entered on 

books, of which 35,000 are still out, pro- 
ceeds of which supposed applied to ^ia own 

use, 
6th. — Post notes, which, when issued, were 

not credhed, making the circukition larger 

than the books call for, by 
7tli.— >Letter of credit given without authority, 

and no security takrn, 



17,431 ar 



110,000 00 



70,962 60 



25,000 00 
$893,188 97 
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The diredoTs must, however, obflerve, that there appears 
in the account of the Cashier of the bank, a large balance 
to hifl credit, but both this and Mr. Levis'a private account 
aie in a state whidi prevents the directors from being able'to 
determine what is the proper balance of either. 

From the above statements, it is obvious that the Directors 
cannot undertake to say what yet unknown dependenciee 
there may be for which the bank may ultimately be held 
liable. 

Since the 18th of December, there have been received by 
the bank: 

Of its own notes, .... $108,155 00 
Notes of other banks, ... 22,030 00 

Specie, 874 00 

Checks of depoatton reeoiird in payment of 

debts, 67,664 06 



Making an aggregate, $198,123 06 



on to- 



Of this sum there have been 
count of bills disoounted, $122,600 07 

Do. do. overdrafts and oAer debts, 49,961 80 

From Branch at Port Carbon, brought down 
by committee, 26,661 19 



$198,123 06 



The Branch at Port Carbon formed an early object of 
anxiety to the Board, and on the 18th of December a com- 
mittee was despatched to Port Carbon, with instructions to 
take possession of, and secure all the assets there. 

They peribnsed the duties of their appointment with ksI 
and fidelity, and an absteact of the result of their examination 
is herewith annexed : 

Brought from Pwt Carbon in cash, - -' $25,561 19 

Promissory notes not due, ... 26,276 ) 

Do. and mostly protested, - 218,742 94 

Deed for coal lands, (cost) ... 27,800 00 

$298,879 13 
Bills discounted, not due, left in hands of L. 

Whitney for collection, • - - 36,926 00 

Overdrafts^- .... 16,940 37 



From this deduct balance doe depositors^ 



$362,244 50 
29,498 13 

$322,746 87 



gestion as to the precise mode to be adopted for attaining this 
object, the Board submit the matter to tlie judgment and feel- 
ings of the stockholders, to devise and propose such measures 
as wilt best promote the interest df the institution. Signed, 

JOHN P. WETHERILT,, 
President pro tern. 
On behalf of the Board of Directors. 



The Board hsve observed it stated in some of the news- 
pipers that the Schuylkill Bank, about the time of the re- 
sumption of specie payments, paid off debts to the other city 
banks to the amount of $60Ci,000 in one week. 

In justice to their predecessors, the Board have examined 
the weekly statements of the bank, and find that this was 
not the £act. 

The largest sum which there appears in one week paid to 
the city bulks, is about $200,000 which was from the 7th to 
tfie 14lh of August, 1838. 

On the whole, the Board would gladly give to the stoek- 
hoklers their views in regard to the future prospects of the 
institution, but from the causes already stated, to do so would 
be to incur, probably, the responsilnlity of misleading them. 
It w<^^ be better to wait the result of further examination, 
before hazaiding any ealcnlatbn as to the present value of 
the stock. 

The Boaid earnestly and seriously urge the absolute ne- 
•esBty of some efiectual measures for putting an end to the 
present unceitatnty of tbe tenure of office of the Directors. 

Their situation, at present, under any circimistanoes, would 
be onerous, and in the existing state of things, is doubly 
painful and thankless. If any arrangement can be made for 
settling the question in some way, the Board believe that the 
inlerests of the slockhoMers would be greatly promoted. Tbe 
e m e igmcj f requiiestbe action of a body free to exercise their 
sound discretion, without the apprehension of responsibility 
fiir having done aOb Withoat ondettiiking to make any aog- 



BaBk of Kentucky. 

We publinh below the message of Governor Wicklifie in 
relation to the late fraudulent sale of Kentucky Bank stock* 
omitting the correspondence v^th the cashier of that bank* 
inasmuch as it furnishes no information not before published. 

Is6vi9viUe Journai. 

EzKCUTivB Orrics, > 
January 1, 1840. > 

GentUmen of the Senate and the 

Bouse of Jiepre§entative» : 

Since your adjournment on the 20th ultimo, intelligenoe 
of a moet extensive fraud committed upon the Bank of Ken- 
tucky by the transfSsr stock agent of the Bank at Philadelphia 
has been communicated to me, the particulars of which, so 
far as I have been enabled to collect them, I fed it a duty to 
lay before the Legislature at this time. 

By the 26th section of the charter of the Bank of Ken- 
tucky, the stock was declared personal property and made 
*' assignable and transferable only in such manner and 'at 
such place or places as the President and Directors of the 
principal Rank shall, by their byC'Iaws, prescribe." Under 
this power it seems that the SchuylkiU Bank, at Philadelphia, 
or the cashier thereof, was by the parent board, constituted 
the stodL agent of the Bank of Kentucky. What were tb^ 
extent of the powers of this agent, or in what manner his 
duties in keeping the stock book of the Bank in Philadelphia 
were defined, I am uninformed by the Bank of Kentucky. 

It appears now that this agent has issued, since the whole 
amount of stock was subscribed, certificates of shares in the 
stock of the Bank, to the amount of one million three hun- 
dred thousand dollars beyond the amount of three millions 
which individuals were idlowod to subscribe for and hold, 
and converted the proceeds to his own use or to the use of 
the SchuylkiU Bank. 

This fraud it b said had its commencement as early a« 
1837 or 1838, and was continued up to the latter end of 
1839, without the knowledge or suspicion of the Prcfudeni 
and Directors of the Bank of Kentucky. 

A desire to place before the Legislature correct inform** 
tion upon this subject, induced me to address to the Cash, 
ier of the Bank of Kentucky, in the absence of the president, 
the letter, a copy of which, together with his answer to the 
same« are herewith sent. 

The oiTeGt of this fraud upon the value of the stock was 
manifested by an instantaneous and ruinous decline in the 
Eastern market Whether the loss will ultimately fall upon 
the stockholders of the Bank is a question upon whicn I 
am unable, at this time, from a want of » full knowledge of 
all the facts, to express sn opinion. 

I feel myself justified in assuring you, and through you 
my fellow citizens, that whether the loss shall fall upon the 
stockholders of the Bank, or upon the purohasers or holders 
of these spurious shares, that die holders of the notes of the 
Bank in circulation are in no danger of sustaining a loss from 
this over issue of stock. Should the loss fell upon the stock, 
the ability of the Bank to meet her' debts and lialiilities to 
the community) is unimpaired. The notes and debts of the 
Dank must be first paid befi>re the stockliolders can claim to 
be reAmded their stock. 

It is important, at the present crisis, to quiet, as fer as max 
be practicable, any public apprehension which may exist upon 
thiisabject 

The President of the Bank, upon being informed of 4ha 
conduct of the agent, immediately started for Philadelphia to 
investigate the subject, and to adopt the measures which tha 
interest of the Pank seemed to require. Th9 unport^^ 
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fOMtioii, whether the Io» occasioned by this fimud is to be 
sastameil by the holders of the spurious shares, or by the 
Bank, is one of vital interest to Kentucky. She now is di- 
rectly , and indirectly, the owner of twenty thousand one 
hundred and thirty-four shares of the capital stock, equal to 
;|2,0 13,400, at the original cost It has occurred to me, that 
this interest is of sufficient magnitude to induce the repre- 
sentatives of the people to authorize the employment of some 
eminent jurist of the State, as her agent, to proceed forthwith 
to Philadelphia, to aid the President of the Bank in his in- 
vestigations of this subject, but more particularly to superin- 
tend the interest of the Commonwealth involved in this 
tianaaction. Should you concur with me upon this subject, 
as speedy an action upon it, by the Legislature, as its im- 
portence will allow, wookl be desirable. 

I feel anxious that the privileges of the Banks of Kentucky 
shall be restored to them, (if tibeir conduct in the manage- 
ment of their afiairs shall, in your opinioji, as 1 hope it will, 
justify it,) with as few innovations upon their original char- 
tered rights, as may be consistent with a sound public policy. 
Nevertheless, I should prove recreant to the public interest 
i^ with the sad experience before me, 1 lailed to urge upon 
the Legislature a modification of their charters, so far as they 
vest a power in the President and Directors, under their by- 
laws, to estabUsh agencies for the transfer of stock — the shares 
should be made transferrable upon the books of the Bank, 
and nowhere else. 

With sentiments of respect, 

Votir fellow citizen, 

C. A. WICKLIFFE. 

January %, 1840. 



Citf Councils. 

The comnuttee of finance, to which was referred a commc- 

pication from the Hon. Horsce Binney, on the subject of 

certain city loan redeemable on the first of January^ A. D. 

1840, respectfiiUy report : 

That they have given to the subject the consideration 
which the questions involved and the many important inter- 
ests likely to be eflected seemed to demand ; and before stat- 
ing the conclusion at which they have arrived they offer a 
few remarks on the state of the city Treasury, and the sources 
from which funds have been obtained, which will saUsfiicto- 
rily account for the embarrassing position in which the com- 
mittee have been most unexpectedly placed. 

At the time of the suspension of specie payments by die 
Banks in October last, there was to the credit of the city 
treasurer, in the Bank of the United States, the sum of sixty- 
aeven tiiousand six hundred and fifty-five doUan, and thirty- 
four cents— $67,655 34. 

On the first of January, 1840, the balance to his credit in 
the same Bank was two hundred and eighty-two thousand 
one hundred and eighty-nine dollars and sixty cents, which 
sum had been raised fitom city taxes then in course of collec- 
tion, and firom other available jneans within reach of your 
temmittee, aided by a rigid economy on the part of the vari- 
ous committees of Councils; the principal source however of 
this aocumulati<in was taxes which bed been nniformly re- 
ceived in the current notes of city Banks. 

Your committee never entertained for a moment the idea 
of demanding and collecting those taxes in specie ; nor do 
they now suppoee that eitber the citisens at large or the city 
eouncils under whom (bey act would have sustained them in, 
much less have advised, such a course. 

With such a fund so collected the usual notice was given 
of the intention of the city to pay her debt, and no such dit 
fieulty as has been ^conntered was anticipated. It was not 
expected that an el4ection would be made, particularly by 
any of our fellow-dtizens, to the payment of tbe city debt to 
ihem in the same current medium in which the city taxes 
had been paid befora and since the present suqienslon ; co- 
pecially as the same mode of collection and pwyment Jiad 
bein pursued without objection daring the previous sunen- 
rioii of 1837-S8 and the bokSen of certifieatea eould have 
IMnvested the funds so received on real or other security, at 
fix per c«nt interest and periMpa a eonaldefabla diacMiit, Hi 



sucti manner that no leas of principal or dimiDnUoB of inter- 
est could have been sustained. 

Disappointed in this reasonable expectation, and unwilling 
to impose upon the citizens an immediate increased taxation 
of ten per cent in the 100 dollars, which one of the altemaf 
tives proposed in the referred communication would render 
necessary, your committee think proper to recom m end a 
course whidi meets the views stated in that communtnatinn^ 
and win, it is believed, satisfy all holders of such certifieatea 
of loan. 

They therefore offer the following reaolutions : 

Resolved, That such of the holdeia of the certificates of 
dty loan redeemable on ihe first of January, 1840, as do not 
desire to receive payment thereof^ shall be entitled to receive 
six per cent interest thereon fn»m that dsj, payable semi- 
annually as heretofore,.reserving to the city the right to pay 
off the same on one month's notice at any time they may 
think proper. 

Resolved, That the committee be diichaiged from tbe fu»> 
ther consideration of th6 anbjeot. 

A. F^nouaoir, 
EpwulKd PaitiaoTov, 
Law a* vox Lewis, 
Isaac Mrsns, 
CHAaLss GiLPi3r, 

<.^ •%- ^H. J. WtLlIAMS, 

Jam IS RowtAKD. 
Philadelphia January 16, 1840. 

Philadelphia Gazetie. 

PhiladeljptaiR B^ar^l of Tra4c« 

At the annual meeting of the members of the Phila<1el- 
phia Board of Trade, held on Friday evening, the 17th in- 
stant, Robert Toland, Esq. was called to the Chair, and C. 
G, Childs was'appointed Secretary. The following Itepoit 
from the Board of Directors, was submitted to the meeting, 
and having been read, was unanimously adopted, 'and or- 
dered to be published in the daily papers. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PHILADELPHIA 
BOARD OF TRADE. 
7^ th^^embert of the Philadelphia Board of Trade, 

Geiraemen:-— Your^oard regret that the prospeet of 
better times, in which Rey placed too much reliance at the 
close of last year, has not been realized. Confiding in the 
acknowledged industry and enterprise of the American peo- 
ple, feeling assured that the great foundations of our national 
prosperity were still unshaken, and the sources from whenoe 
Phibdelpbia had principally derived her wealth, were yet 
flowing and inoxhaustible, your Directora were perhi^ too 
eager to believe that the strength of the storm was expend- 
ed — too ready to mistake the halcyon raya which they 
caught in the intervals of the clouds, for the aura signs of 
an universal and permanent calm. Though disappointed 
in the measure of their expectations, the past year has by 
no means been one of general disaster to the commercial 
mterests of Philadelphia. Troubles of no ordtnaiy charac- 
ter have come upon us, but brighter daya await us. 

The great value of the City Ice Boat baa been fnlly tested 
this season. This boat has succeeded, in spite of a degree 
of cold rarely aurpassed in onr latitode, in keeping the river 
Delaware open, so as to enabfte veasels to arrive at, «nd de* 
part from our wharves. No reasonable doubt can now exist, 
from actual experience, that the plan of keeping aiyypen 
communication with the sea at all periodv of the year, i« 
entirely practicable. The Board trust that this vateaMe 
auxiliary to our trade will not tn'foiura be neglected. 

The Bteam Tow Beats, which have also been fonad of 
vast importance to our trade, by enabling veaaels to eirive 
and depart with certainty at all times, were unfbrtimalely 
laid up during a large portion of the past season, in eona»- 
qnence of the refusal of V^e Governor to approve the UH 
passed by the Legislature, providing for the permanent wm^ 
port of these boats. We have the satiafcetioii to add, thai 
one of theoi is at preaent In auooeasAil operatei, ■niita lu at l 
by the hbffali^ of our dly aothoritiea. 

The erpctton oHtnew iigbl^hoQttoa Brendywine 8hoak 
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is in progren, under the direction of an experienced United 
8tateB engineer; bat the approprietions prefiously made by 
CongTMs, have proved inadequate for ita completion. — 
Your Board have memorialized Congresa upon this subject. 
The preservation of human life, which it would be the 
means under Providence, of insuring on these dsngerous 
i&oala, besides a vast amount of valuable property would 
amply repay the coft of its erection. 

A survey has been made, by a competent engineer under 
the direction of the Government, for the purpose of estab- 
lishing an lee Harbor, by means of piers, at Newcastle. — 
This most desirable object should not be lost sight of by 
our community. It ia a most important step towards the 
advancement of our trade, that more than one safe and 
commodious winter harbor should be constructed en the 
Delaware river, between the city and the Capes, which 
would at all timea,bo accessible to vessels. The Board, ac- 
cordingly, addressed a communication to the public authori- 
ties, urging upon them the erection of several such harbors. 

The completion of the Pennsylvania and Ohio Canal, so 
long and so anxiously desired, is now nearly efTected, and 
the whole line ia expected to be navigable next spring. — 
Philadelphia may then look, we hope, for a large increase of 
trade from that source. We regret to state that no stops 
have yet been taken by the Board of Canal Commissioners, 
towanis the extension of the State Canal from Pittsburgh 
to Beaver. When this link is completed, there will be a 
continuous communication by canals or railroads, from this 
city to Cleveland, on Lake Erie But, in order to make this 
great and costly work available to an increased extent, it is 
important that a further reduction of the tolls charged by the 
State on certain articles, should be mude prior to the open- 
ing of the canals next spring. Much produce will oiher- 
wise continue to find its way to New Orleans or New Vork, 
at a lesa cost than it can at present be brought to Philadel- 
phia. Among Uie articles most affected by our high tariif 
of tolls, may be enumerated, flour, wheat, bacon, hemp, lead 
and tobacco, from the interior, and also some descriptions of 
merchandise destined for the West. 

The Board believe thoy speak the feelings of nearly every 
individual interested in the welfare of Philadelphia, and the 
Commonwealth, when they express their disappointment at 
not having procured from the State the authority to com- 
mence the enlargement of the Unioli Canal. An appropri- 
ation of four hundred thousand dollars, made by the Jjcgis- 
lature at their last session, failed, in consequence of the 
lelnaal of the Governor to give his as:ent to tite bill. It Is 
needless to enlarge upon the import ince of this measure to 
the welfare of the city« It is mortifying to contrast the ac- 
tive and untiring energy manifested by the people of a 
neighboring city, in preasing forward to completion ati en- 
terprise wMch they hoped would divert to their storehouses 
one of the most extensive branches of our internal trade, 
with the indiflerence exhibited by our State, and even by 
citizens of Philadelphia, to their progress. Men who have 
contribated nothing towards the immenae suma expeinlcd 
by Pennsyhrania on our internal iroprovementa, have sue- 
oeeded in opening a direct communication with our State 
works. But the Board may be permitted to hope, that with 
proper exertiona on onr part, and under the diaadvantagea 
which Philadelphia auflera from the limited capacity of the 
Union Canal, our neighbors will not be able to divert any 
extenaive portion of trade from ita accuatomed and legiti- 
mate channel. That they will eventually obtain a portion 
of this txade, perhapa a valuable one, without the enlarge- 
ment of that communication, may reasonably be conceded^ 
With but half.the efforts which have been made by the citi- 
lens of Maryland, in their enterprise, Pennaylvania may 
place our possession of the trade, now endangered by their 
auoeeas, beyond the reach of hazard. 

The Lehigh Navigation Companv have, with a becom- 
'ing spirit, pressed forward their railroad, designed to con- 
nect their works at White Hiven with the State canal at 
Wilkeabaira. This work will prove another great tributaiy 
to the prosperity of Philadelphia. In addition to the in- 
eraaaed facilities it will give to our northern conntioa for 
eoQiBivileilioii «rift thif d^, tad the piofititwill aeeiire 



to the enterprising and important Company who have under- 
taken this work, it will open to us a market with some of 
the richest agricultural, and hitherto insulated counties, in 
the Sute of New York. 

It is highly gratifying to learn that powerful furnaces for 
smelting iron ore with anthracite coal, are now actually 
being built on the line of that Company 'a works where in- 
exhaustible beds of both these very valuable minerals abound, 
and which, when completed, will not only greatly add to 
the revenue of the Company, by tho increase of their tolls, 
but also by the sale of water-power, which they poasess to 
tho extent of many miles ; and that this new enterprise, the 
auccess of which seems no longer problematical, will in no 
small degree increase the trade of our city, and add to the 
resources of the Commonweal lb. This Railroad also opena 
to ua a wide spread region of the finest timber land, hitherto 
unapproachable to commerce. The coal trade, still in ita 
infancy, is destined to add greatly to the wealth and busi- 
ness of Philadelphia. 

The Reading Rail Road has been ccmpleted from this 
city to that borough, within tho last year, and has recently 
been opened for travel It haa already proved beneficial in 
bringing to our market anppliea of flour, iron, and variooa 
other articlea of produce, aince that great artery to Philadel- 
phia, the Schuylkill Canal, haa been closed by ice. It is 
satisfactory to find that the last mentioned Company, 
whose energy and enterprise are deserving of all praise, ara 
still successfully prosecuting their useful labon. By rais- 
ing their tow-paths, by increasing the capacity of their re- 
servoira, by adding to the number of the twin-Iocka, which 
are reported to bo nearly complete throughout their entire 
line, and by other recent improvements, they appear to be 
prepared to carry on extensive operations on the opening 
of the spring trade. The aifuirs of tliis Company seem to 
be in their usual prosperous condition. 

In a commercial {joint of view, our prospecta though 
aomewhat overcast at pre^nt, are nevertheless encouraging. 
In the increased number of arrivals at our port, we perceive 
that our commerce, both foreign and domestic ia rapidly in- 
creasing. In producing this desirable result, the Steam 
Tow and Ice Boats have exerted no inconsiderable share, aa 
have also to a largo extent, the great and inexhaustible 
staples of our State, coal and iron. In 183!^, the whole 
number of vessela which arrived at this port was 1 1,324, of 
which 464 were from foreign port*. In 1639, the number 
of arrivals was 11,709; 621 of which were from foreign 
ports. The foreign imports in 1 838 amounted to $ 1 0,4 17^ 
815; during the fint three quarters of 1839, Uiey were 
112,571,164. The amount of groceriea and merchandise 
despatched to the West by the Columbia Railroad alone, in 
1838, was 43,^69,912 pounds. In 1839, the amount had 
increased to 49.661,013 pounds. Manufacturea of variooa 
kinds, particularly in iron, ara advancing vrith celerity; aad 
the well earned reputation of our medianica for superior 
skill, has attracted extenaive orden to onr city from Europe. 
Our local improvements, also, have kept pace with the pro- 
gress of our manufacturea. During the past year, nearly 
twelve hundred new buildings have been erected in the city 
and Libertiea, many of them upon a acale commenauxate 
with our wealth and resources. By order, 

THOMAS P. COPE, President 
C. G. Cniina, Secralary of the Board. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 13th, 1840. 

— — — 

For the following list of the number and class of vesaeb 
Been to pass the Light VesBcl station in the Yinejtni 
Sound, during the year 1 839, we are Indebted to Mr. Qleorge 
Winalow, Keeper of the Light 

Shipe, - - - • . 137 

Brigs, . . • 144^ 

Schooners, ... 8797 

Bloops, . « . 4888 

Total, 14665 

Showing an increaae of 1,979 vessels during the past 
year ; llie number seen to pass in 1838, being 13/^86. 
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jlf^poiiiimeufs by the PretidcDt, 

A'y and toUh the advice and consent of the Senate. 

Henry D. GUpiit, of Pennsylvania, to be Attorney Gene- 
ral of the United States, in the place of Felix Grao^, elect- 
ed a Senator of the United States, from Tennessee. 

Samuel Allison, to be Consul of the United States at 
Lyons, in France. 

Charles S. MeCauley to be Captain in the Kavy, from 
the 9th of December, 1839. 

Harrison H. Cocke, to be a commander in the Kavy, from 
theod, March, 1639. 

William J. McCluney, John B. Montgomery, and Horace 
B. Sawyer, to be Commanders in the Navy, from the 9th 
December, 1839. 

George D. McQreery, to be a Lieutenant in the Navy, 
from the 3d of March, 1839. 

John A. Winslow, Honjamin Moore Dove, James R. Sully, 
Bernard J. Moeller. Ferdinand Piper, IJeniy Walke, Thorn- 
ton A. Jenkins, and Joseph C. Walsh, to be Lieutenants in 
the Navy, from the 9th December, 1839. 

John C. Mercer, and Samuel C. Lawrason, to be Surgeons 
in the Navy, from the 9th December, 1839. 

Edward Bissel, to be a purser in the Navy, from the 30th 
December, 1839. 

John O. Conner Barclay, James B. Gould, Charles H. 
Wheelwright, Kichard W. Jefrey, and Thomas M. Porter, 
to be Assistant Surgeons in the Navy, from the 1 7th October, 
1639 

Wmiam A. Nelson, WUliam G. G. Wilson,- and John H. 
Wright, to be Assistant Surgeons in the Navy, from the 9th 
December, 1839. 



fgrmod its present Constitution* He was also a member of 
the first Legislature, and in 1 80.3 was appointed PiceidiDfip 
Judge Qf Uie 1st Circuit, at the first organization of itsjaJi* 
ciary. This place he held for 14 years, and though his cir- 
cuit embraced Hamilton, Clermont. Warren, Butler, Mont- 
gomery, Miami, Champaign and Groen counties from the 
first, and soon after Clinton and Preble, he never missed ooa 
court throughout his whole term. He permitted no ohstsclca 
to prevent his attention to his duties, and the Miamies being 
then without bridges or other means of crossing, he fr»* 
quently swam, on or by the side of ibe horse, usther than 
fail to be at his post. 

AAer his term on the bench, as the means of supporting 
his family, he went to the bar, and practiset^law lor about IS 
years, when he retired to the quiet of domestic life and the 
uninterrupted enjoyment of books and study. Until within 
a few days of his decease, it is believed he read more, daily, 
than almost any other individual of whatever age or par- 
suit; and notwithstanding the rapidity with which he would 
despatch a book, his memory was remarkably retentive of 
every thing he read, even to the last. 

In the Convention which formed the Constitution, he 
was> one of the principal and most ardent sttppocters of 
those provisions which were intended* to secnre equal civil 
and religious rights to every inhabitant. 

The deceased had been a member of the regolar BaaAist 
church for upwards of filly years, and was one of IIiobb 
who constituted the first Baptist church in the Northrwest 
Territory. This was at Columbia, about the yoar 1791. 



The late Fmnclfl Dnnlavy, Esq. 

The subject of this notice, one of the first settlers in the 
Miami country, departed this life, at Lebanon, on the 6th of 
Noveml)er, 1839, liaving nearly<complcted his 78 year. He 
was born near Williamsburg, Va., on the 31st day of De- 
cember, 1761. About 10 years after, his father remo^'ed 
to Western Virginia, as was supposed, but on the running 
of Mason and Dixon's line, his residence fell within the 
State of Pennsylvania. At the age of 14 the deceased 
shouldered his rifle and served a campaign against the In- 
dians, and continued a great part of his time in the service 
until the close of the revolutionary war and Indian diflicnl- 
ties. He assisted in building fort Mcintosh on the Ohio 
aide, about the year 1776, or beginning of 1777, being, it u 
believed, one of the first regularly built forts within the ter- 
ritory now comprising the State of Ohio. He was after- 
wards in the disastrous defeat of Crawford, on the plains 
near Sandusky, and with two others had to mcdce their way 
from the place of defeat to Pittsburgh, alone through the 
wilderness and without provisions. This occurred from their 
. being on the extreme flank of the army, and engaged in battle 
until quite dark, when they found the main artny had re- 
treated, and being puisoed by the Indiana their junction 
with it ¥rBs thus intercepted. In 1 787 he removed with his 
lather to KentudLy, where he remained until Uie year 1791, 
when he came to Columbia, ^\e miles above Cincinnati, 
whese he lived until 1797, when he removed to the neigh- 
borhood of Lebanon* ever after the place of his residence. 

Notwithstanding the busy scenes -of Indian war&ra in 
which most of his youthful days were spent, the deceased, 
by great ponreveranoo and industry » acquired a good educa- 
tion. He was a short time under the tuition of Dr. Hoge 
of Virginia, and afterwards at Carlisle College, but most of 
his knowledge was acquired at odd hoars alone and without 
any foistructor but his books. At Columbia, in 1791, he 
opened a Latin School, and <x>ntinucd to teach occaaionally, 
and at oilier times to survey new lands for purchasers in the 
North Western Territory, ujj^til the year 18;;0. As early as 
17^6 ha spent most of one year in surveying lands for the 
French settlers in the now States of Illinois and Missouri. 

The State of Ohio having ccqoired a population which 
authofiaed its admission into the Union, he was returned a 
mtn^ oi the CoBTantion from Hamilton tounty, which 



The Coal Trade. 

The following is the quantity of coal shipped irom the 
difleieat regions ui 1837, 1838 and 1839: 



1837. 


1838. 


1839. 


Schuylkill, 623.153 


433,875 


4«,360 


Lehigh, 192,595 


15?,699 


140,651 


Lackawana, r 115,387 


78,2:)r 


122,300 


Beaver Meadows,' 33,617 


44,966 


S8,4» 


Hazleton and Laurel Hill, 


16,221 


S4,00« 


Sugar loaf, 




7,350 


PinegTiive, 18,000 


13,000 


20,639 


Shamoldn, 




11,930 



882,751 738,968 817,669 

Showing an increase of 78,691 totisin 1839 over the sop- 
ply of 1838, and 65,092 tons leas than the supply of 1837. 
By adding to the above supply of 817,659 tons, 150,000 
remaining on hand at the opening of the navigation in the 
spring of 1839 we have on hand a supply of 967,629 tooa 
for the present year, which is 129,000 tons over and above 
the consumption of last year. — Minera* Journal. 



New YorR Cattle Market, 

January 6. 

Annexed is the statement of tke cattle market at the upper 
and lower BnH's Head, for Iflst year. It does not, of county 
include the cattle sold firom the boats to the bufeehera^ wfakli 
is no inconsiderable number. 

Number of cattle sold, Value. 

80,342 beeves, - - . « |1^49,342 

4,1 76 cows and calves^ - 166,92^ 

87,152 aheep and lamtar, - * aOS^OSa 

Aggregate vahie, #2,041,195 
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Baok CommUiiloiiert' Report. 

7% tht Bonorable the General ^eeembfy 
•(the States/ Ohio: 

The CommiMionerB appointed in pursuance of a law of 
tfie last session of ihe General Assembly, '* providing for the 
appointment of a Board of Bank Commissioneri, and for 
the regulation of hanks within the State of Ohio" held theb 
fitst meetmg for the purpose oi organization, in the dty of 
Columbua, oh the 4^ day of April last, and in the early 
part of May, commenced die inspection and examination of 
the diilerent banldng institutions of this State. 

The passage of a law authorizing an examination into the 
conditioD of the banks, and instituting a supervisory eontrol 
over their operotioos like every other new and important 
measure, eliated some degree of hostility, and, in paiticular 
instanoes, manifestations of determined opposition to the per- 
formance of its requiremsnts. The refusal, however, of the 
S up reme Court, to grant an injunction against an examine* 
doo of the Lafayette Bank of Cincinnati, by the Bank Com- 
missionen, probably conduced to a general acquiescence in 
the eonslitQtional requirements of the law. 

In die examinatioiis of the banks, the following were 
among the espial subjects of inqoiiv ; 

The amount of capital stock paid m. 

The amount of spccia 

The amount of circulation. 

The amount of notes and biU^purchased or discounted. 

The amount dao to, and from banks. 

The amount of notes of other banks. 

Of real and personal estate. 

Of diaeounts, prenuums and i^ferest 

Of nrofits accumulated. 

Of depoHta, 

Amount of bank notes issued, or prepared for issue. 

Amoont of bank notes destroyed by order of the board of 
doectora. 

Amount of notes redeemed from circulation. 

Whether the banks have drawn specie from each other, 
•idler diiecdy or through the agency of individuals, brokers, 
coeipanies, or corporations : or borrowed from, or loaned to 
each other, specie to prepare their respective institutions for 
an ezaminaoon. 

Whether the banks have issued Post Notes, or have in 
ctimlation any notes not payable on demand. 

Whether they have entered into agrtements to receive and 
rsdeem the paper of foreign Gknks, and the conditions of 
racn agreementiL 

As faiqniiy Into the dividends declared by each bank, em- 
bracing a achedide from the conmiencement of its business to 
thepeSiad of exmnination. 

llie ^vision of prafits, or their application to die payment 
of stodt, without dechuing dividends. 

The demand for specie sinoe January last, whedief by 
banks, biukeri, or persons unconnected with them, sod the 
puijp oeas Ibr which specie has been demanded. 

The purehaee or discount of UUs of exchange or other 
eUigatiooa PJOrahie at distant points, and the practice of 
rfiiffging a difunnoe of exchange in addition to the mtersst 

Bmk$ iMmng payment of bills of exchangv or other 
obligatloMi al Ibmt own eoimtar% instead of the place 
flMii H the biB, and whether an understanding or agiee- 
wmmU dtet aftetatiHed at die dme of puzchaseor dia- 
ooont 

Tou IL— 1 1 . 



The amount of loans and discounts made on stoeks, and 
the additional security, if any, required. 

The security required in making loans, or' discounts to, 
and in purchasing bills of exchange from the oflScer^ diree- 
ton and stockholders. 

The rate of premiums charged on Eastern drafls or cheeks 
in Febroaiy last, and the rate at the time of inspection. 

The amount of specie and of circulation at the dose of 
each month since February last 

The employment of agents and hrbkeia by banks, to put 
their notes in cinmlatiea. 

The exchange of notes by hai^ or iStA transmisdon 
to distant points^ for the pntpSM of having them pot in dr^ 
eolation. 

The policy of the Cincinnati banhi^ in refusing to receive 
the notes of other Ohio banks at their coooiefa, and the 
effects of that policy on the circulation and general buaineaa 
of the other banking institutions. « 

The aggregate amount of stock in each bank, held by re- 
sidents of Ohio, and the amount held by non-resideiits. 

The indebtedness of the directors and officers of each bankt 
with the amount of their stock. 

The number of individuals and firma indebted in sums of 
$6000 and upwards, with the aggregate amount ef their ia* 
debtednesik 

The number indebted in sums under $6000, with the ag^ 
gregate amount of their indebtedness. 

The amount of bank notes of each bank, reported as seal- 
ed up and charged by other institutions, but not returned al 
the date of the examination. 

The amount of notes of other banks, sealed up and chaiged* 
but not forwarded to their respccdve institutions at the data 
of inspection. 

We have prepared a condensed statement of the oonditieQ 
of each bank as found to exist at the dale of examination^— 
They are airanged in the order in which the examinationa 
were made. To these statements are appended a number of 
statistical items, exhibiting some important facts, as to the 
condition and management of each iiutitution. By an e«- 
aminationof 

ScnsnrLa No. I. * 

It will be seen, that the amount of capital ^ 

stock andiorixcd by the charters of thirty* 

seven banks therein named, ia $18,000,000 00 

The total amount paid in, . 11,991,579 67 

The amount heM by residento of Ohio^ 6,961,931 OOi 
The amount held hy non-residents, 6,959,6^ 60] 

Diffeicnee betwe e n stodc authorked, and 

stock paid in« 

ScasDULx No. n« 
CirDokdon on the SOdi April, 1889, 
** dOdiJune, «< 

« SOdi Sept « 

•* SOthNov. « 

DiminutHNi of ctrcttlation between the 30th 
April and 80di Nov^ $3,S6i;366 68 

ScBSOULX No. IIL 
Specie on the 30di Aprils 1839» 
SOdi June, ^ 
SOdiSept. " 
80di Nov. " 
Diminntion of specie between the SOth 
April and 30di Nov., f81 1,261 SO 



6,078,420 38 

$8,309,141 ^0 
7,734,183 47 
6,180,404 57 
5,047,778 23 



u 

M 
M 



M 

If 



#3,663,603 10 
3^534,766 43 
9,098,587 04 
1,861480 90 
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ScBcmrLE No. IV. 

For loans and discounts in mms of $5C00 

and upwards, 932, individuals and firms 

are indebted to the amount of $7,74?,351 65 

For loans and JLicounts in sums under 

$5000—8,778 individuals and firmaare 

indebted to the amount of 7,3 1 4,587 47 



Total amount of loans and discounts, $15,057,939 12 

ScBBDULE No. Y. 

Liabilities of directors and officers as prin- 
cipals, $2,337,642 36 

Liabilities of directors and officers as secQ- 

rities, 2,610,139 37 

Amount of stock owned bj directors and 

officers, 3,231,640 70 

Amomt of circulation at dates of examin- 
ation, 7,917,521 57 

Amoont of specie at dates of examination, 2,627,702 23 

BCHSDDLK No. VI. 

Aggregate amount of the two last semi- 
annual dividends, made by the banks 
prior to the time of inspection, $1,028,642 S5 

Of this sum the amount paid to resident 

stockholders is 514,423 29 

Of this sum the aroouj^t paid to non-resi- 
dent stockholders is 514,222 56 

Dividendt and Diviuotu of Profitt, 

The dividends and other div isions of profits by the banks, 
were among the subjects embraced in our inquiries, llie 
investigations thus far, have resulted in the development of 
facts exhibiting an amount due from the baijks in taxes on 
dividends and divisions of profits, which will not materially 
▼ary from the sum of twenty thousand dollars. This 
amount had been withheld by the banks by a misconstruction 
of the law. or a non-compliance with \\a provisions, in re- 
porting dividends to the Auditor of State. This neglect or 
refusal, to make reports according to the existing laws, may 
render it necessary to change the mode of levying taxes on 
banks; and it is submitted to your conbideration, whether it 
would not be advisable hercafler to tax the capital stock, or 
the amount of money loaned, in the same manner as indivi- 
duals are taxed. 

In order to ascertain how for the law taxing dividends had 
been complied with, a schedule, verified by the oath of the 
cashier, has been required of each bank, embracing the divi- 
dends and divisions of profits from the commencement of 
business to the date of exammation. These schedules, and 
the minutes made from an inspection of the records, furnish 
the information by which the delinquent taxes have been 
iscertained. 

A communication was received firom the Auditor of 8tate, 
dated August 28, 1839, requesting the bank commissioners 
to furnish that department '* with a statement of all the divi- 
dends doclared^l^y the several banks in this state, together 
with aU divisions of suiplus profits as fiv as the same may be 
in their knowledge, from the 1st day of January, 1825, to 
the jApsent time." On the 7th of September, a copy was 
forwarded to the Auditor of State, comprising the dividends 
declared within the periods above mentioned. 

In the late annual report of that officer to the Genanl Aa- 
seiflbly, the delinquencies so far as ascertained by a compari- 
•on uf the schedules with the books in his office, already 
amount to $ 1 7, 1 66 14. There are also some other divisions 
of profits upon which it is' already osoertaincd thai no Ux 
has been paid. As the call fiir lists of dividends bT Iht Au- 
ditor of State, d]d not embrace those made anterior to the 
1st of January, 1825, we entertain no doubt that other di^ 
tribotions of profits made prior to that period, as well as the 
former interest of the state in the stock of seveial banks, 
constitute valid claims to a large amount agiinsl eeTeral inati* 
tutionft 



•Accumulated Profit9m 

The amount of profits aoeumulated and undivided in ibe 
several banks of this State, is about $€00,C00, exclusive of ihm 
sums required by their charters to be kept as contingent 
funds. No good reason can be assigned why this amount 
should not be immediately subjected to the taxing power of 
the State. It certainly forms no part of correct bsinking U> 
retain from the use of the stockholders^ the amooKt tkat th«r 
money invested, has really earned them, and it is yet more 
certain that the State should not be kept out of this portion of 
her revenue, until it may please the managers of a bonk to 
divide these profits; or until tlie poarible occunenoe of u»> 
fortunate events shall cause the insolvency of the institution, 
and the consequent loss to the State, of the entire amount «f 
taxes upon them* 

Demand for Specie. 

In addition to the general demand for specie for expor- 
tation, produced by the balance of trade against the United 
States, which has been unusually great during the preaent 
season, there are circumstances of a domestic character which 
deserve consideration. Among tlie causes which have in- 
creased the drain of specie from the banks of this State, and 
driven^ them to a rapid curtailment of their circulation, is the 
hostile attitude they have assumed towards each othcr^— • 
I'bis course has operated to strengthen the distrust with 
which these institutions were viewed, by leaving the impres- 
sion on the public mind, that they placed no confidence in 
each other. 

From the testimony of the Cashiers, there has, in a ma- 
jority of the banks, been no unusual demand for specie by 
the great mass of the community. With the exception of the 
ordinary amounts required for the purchase of lands, there 
had been at the date of our investigations no great demand 
for specie by persons not connected with banks or engaged 
as brokers. The measure which has operated most oppres- 
sively upon the Iionks, as well as the people, is that adopted 
by the banks of Cinciimati, on the 25th of May last (See 
copy of their circular marked A.) 

The impolicy, if not the injustice, of establishing a general 
agent or broker to purchase the notes of other Ohio banks at 
a discount, and of rejecting them entirely at their counters, 
is sufficiently apparent, from the fact,* that this agency haa 
since been diacontihued by the Cincinnati banks. This 
course on the part of the city banks, stimulated the antagon- 
ist exertions of the brokeit, and in addition to this, the evi- 
dence before us, would lead to the conclusion that tbcy 
received the co-operation of some of the country banks. A 
design was formed, and a circular addressed to the country 
banks, inviting them to adopt, as a measure of self protection 
or retaliation, tlie estublishment of another agency with 
$300,UC0, of available means, to purchase the circulation of 
the city banks. (Sec copy of circular marked B.) 

To show to what extent demands for specie were made 
upon some of the banks in this State, by other banking in- 
stitutions, we give the following extracts from the jourxial of 
our investigations. 

Interrogatory prepounded to A. Barnes, Cashier of the 
Bank of West Union : 

"5. Has ony banking institution of this State drawn 
specie from the Bank of West Union ! If so, what msti- 
tution or institutions— «t what time, and to what amount t** 

**^9n9-tver. On the 21st of March last, the 
Commercial Bank of Sciota, leceived for 
West Union ixptes, in specie, about $22,006 00 

On the 13th May. the Ohio Life and Trust 
Company, received in specie, about 23,243 00 



«.r . 145,839 00 

We have also lately been called upon for 

specie by banks out of the Sute, as follows : 

April 6, Lawrenceburg Branch Bank, In- 
diana, $89,680 00 

April 26, Lawienoaburg Branch Bank,Iii- 

^••"•t 26,746 00 

AprU 26, MaytviUa Bimch Bank, Kentucky, 1 ,926 00 
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And we believe indirectljr, about the etme 
time, and by the sinie bank, for 

Total, 

WnT Uxios, XSth May, 1839." 



2.200 DO 
£99,290 00 



Qaeation to the Cashier of the Commercial Bank of CIn- 
cjnnatL 

** 17. Doea the Commerciat Bank of Cincinnati receive 
the notes of any of the Ohio Banks, except those located in 
the city of Cincinnati ! If not. why does it refuse to take 
the paper of the country banks V* 

** Answer. The Cincinnati Banks have been in the prac- 
tice of receiving all the notes of the Banks of this State, 
Kentucky and Indiana, and paying out the same in their or- 
dinary transactions. The policy was adopted as a measure 
of conciliation, and for the purpose of avoiding the nccei«ity 
of making demands on other Ban!<s for the settlement of bal- 
ances ^riling out of the receipt of notes other than our own. 
it was hoped that by tiiis plan, the necessity of transmitting 
speoie from bank to bank, would be in a great measure ob- 
viated, and vexatious questions avoided between banks, in re- 
gard to the value of the different descriptions of funds, which 
would otlierwlse bo required to be used in settKng baknces. 

** It was thought, also, that the community would be beet 
■ccommoda'ed by placing all the hank notes of the Ohio val- 
ley upon an equal footing, and making them ail at pan- 
Had the plan been generally adopted and practised ia good 
faith, it might, perhaps have produced the advantages expect- 
ed from it It was not, however, universally adopted, eome 
banks adhering to the policy of paying out their own noteS} 
and other notes perhaps to a limited extent, and sending home 
for redemption a large portion of those received ; while other 
banka availed themselves of the opportunity to throw out 
their small notes at distant places through brokers. 

*' Certain broken of Cincinnati, are anderaCood to hare 
been employed to circulate the notes of the Granville Libra- 

H' Ccppany, the Manhattan Bank, and the Urbana Banking 
ompany, and very large drafts of specie were made by these 
and other brokers, but hy these especially, which driAs being 
made simultaneously with the issues of the notes of those 
banka by their said agenU, we are led to the conclusion, that 
the one operation conduced to the other. 

** Theee operations created a demand for the notes of the 
Cincinnati banks^ which caused them to command a premi- 
um, so that scarcely any of our notes were received by the 
banks beie, in payment or deposit; nearly the whole mass of 
paper circulating in this vicinity being bought up and pre- 
amted for redemption. Agents were at the same time em- 
ployed by the brokers here, lo inverse this and the neighbor- 
ing states for the purpose of exchanging the notes oi the 
interior banks for those pf the banks on fhe Ohio river, with 
the view of drawing spec4e from the latter. This fact I know 
from hiformation only, 

'K^oncurring circumstances gave an importance to this oper- 
ation, which tf itself it would not have had. The spring of 
the year always brings heavy demands on the banks of this 
city, as our merdiants are then going east to buy goods.— 
ApplicatioDS for loans are numenm^ while- the liabilities of 
the banks are eageriy sought for Ibe purpose of procuring 
Eastern exchange. 

"The large amount of theee operations will be ai^parent 
from the following statement : ^ 
On the let of January last, the Conuneicial 
Bank of Cincinnati, had on hand, in spe- 
cie, #565,000 00 
We have imported since tliat date, 820,0o0 00 



We have paid out. 



805,000 CO 
6804»0P Op 



Leaving, $2^9.000 00 

** Large amoontv of this specie have been shipped liy bro- 
kers to Kv^ York ; some shipraenCB have been made tf^ New 
Orleans, but wo think that the ^)efdrnim have bee^ fof Ihe 
eoQDiry bai^ka. 



" As a measure of self prelection, we have now by a con- 
certed action of all the city banks, determined to receive 
nothing but city bank notes, and to pay our own notes only. 
We have appointed an agent to buy up at a small discount, 
all the country bank notes, including those of Ohio, Indiana 
and Kentuckv, and to mtum them to the banks that iasoed 
them. This measure has beei^ necessary to relieve the com- 
munity from a mass of paper, which, not being bankable, 
would necessarily depredate, and which could not be receiv* 
ed by the banks with safety to themselves; and the discount 
at which it is taken, is intended to be no more than sufficient 
to pay the expense of sending it home. 

** J A V t.B H A tt. Cashier. 

'• Cincinnati, 30th May, 1839.*' 

The Cashier of the Urbana Banking Company, in reply 
to the question, whether any unusual tlcmands for specie had 
been made on that institution, since the 1st of March last, 
remarks : 

" Demands have be<*n made on us from Cincinnati, for 
lai^ sums of coin and Eastern funds. In one instance only, 
has the coin been drawn for a large amount, say $26,000,1^ 
a person who stated it was his own, but, from information 
since received, we are satisfied it was drawn by the Comnusr* 
cial Bank of Cincinnati 

'« Urbana, 2ij>tiune, 1839." 

Sa9pmnon nf Specie P€iymentn. 

In the month of October last, several of the banks of this 
State 8U.'pended specie payments for a period not exceeding 
thirty days. The panic thus created, would undoubtedly 
have been followed by a general suspension of all our banks, 
as in 1837, had it not been prevented by the salutary opera* 
tion of the law of the last session of the General Assembly. 
By it a resumption of specie payments was enforced, and the 
lianks of this State have generally continued to redeem their 
notes in gold and silver, whilst those of the adjoining Statea, 
were, as they still continue, in a state of suspension. 8o hx 
as the comnussioners were advised, qo bank in this State re- 
fused to redeem its notes in gold and silver for a period of 
thirty days. It is probable the condition of the banks adopt- 
ing &ie unwise policy of a temporary suspension, were not 
materially benefited by it, whilst the iilarm and derangement 
in business were greatly increased. 

The suspension by these institutions was much to be r^ 
gretted, and particularly, as some of them were in a condition 
to Slave met any amount of their circulation which could have 
been returned upon them« An unnecessary degree of ex« 
dtement was thus csaated, and public confidence diminished. 
It is obvious from tiie experience of the last twenty-five years, 
that a system of banking which admits of great expansiona 
and contractions, fostering in one case a wild and haxardoua 
spirit of speculation, and in the other, collapsing and with- 
holding all acoommadationa, to prepare for a revulsion of its 
own creation, will not only be destructive to individual wealth, 
but finally msnlt in a general suspension of specie payments. 
Such has been the caap with the institutions furnishing oar 
paper currency, and such will be their future history, until 
the strong ^rm of public opinion shall enforce and 'maintain 
the same degree of respoiyjubiUty, w^ch «t|ac^ ipejf ^ tfa# 
transactions of private individuahh 

Whatever eftct theaa revulsions may have on the peouni* 
aiy interests of the banks, their influence is alwaya lidvfvse 
to the prosperity of the community. The injustice and losa 

E reduced 1^ suspensions, and by a sudden withdrawal of a 
irge amount of the circulating medium, have been so often 
vii^ed upon the people of tha Untied Stales, and have left 
their impression so strongly fiuBtsDcd upon the mind, as to 
sopeisede all necessity of xacurring to them. The flactuap 
tion* in our currency which result in a neceasitv of resorting 
tft^suspeasiona. should be pMvi<led against. How fiur they 
admit of remedy, witiiout the coHiperation of other atatea, 
and while their paper is circolating among us, ia perhapa un- 
certain ; yet it Is obvious that any aalotaiy enactmenta, bj an 
individual atate, would ata time, what the neonsbj of r.r 
fornuiig th0 bankinjg ays(em,isaogenenily foHbidackiio^^ 
jCflged, ejjitend their in^uei^cp to pthior >t«tc!^ 
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A elan of bank paper beanng the appellation of post notes, 
lias, amiilflt jthe innoTatioos of the last few jeaia, been broughl 
into extenaive use by aeveral banks of large capital, and here- 
tofore of extensive czedk, in the United States. The tenn, 
poet note, it is well known, waa fonaerly applied to that de- 
ocriptioh of paper, nsed for th^ purpose of transmission from 
one part of the countiy to another, by mail or post, and being 
made payable to order, and endorsed over, was by that means 
rendered safe against loss or robbery, whilst in Uie course of 
tnnsmiBsion or use, but was not issued by the banks, or used 
by the community, as a common currency. 

Within the last few years, and particularly since the es- 
tablishment of banks in almost every section of the country, 
this descripticm of notes, hasi, in a great measure, been super- 
seded by the use of bank drafts or checks. The term as now 
used, is applied to a kind of paper possessing none of the ori- 
ginal attributes of post notes, except that merely of being 
made payable to order. These notes have, in almost every 
instance, been issued by thebanks for the purpose of extend- 
ing the use of their own credit for their own exclusive bene- 
fit and profit, and for the purpose of a current circulation. 

It is not extraordinary that the conduct of tlie banks, in 
issuing this description of paper, made payable at a future 
day, and frequently at periods of six to twelve months after 
date* without interest, should meet the unqualified disappro- 
bation of the community. And the fact of their being paid 
oat in liquidation of their own debts, due to their depositoxa, 
or to needy bonmrefs finom them, at par, when they are pay- 
able at six or twiAve months afler date, without interest, ex- 
hibits a strong instanee of uanry and injustice. The plea set 
up by the banks, that th^ make these issues solely for the 
benefit of the public, would merit a more favourable consid- 
eiation, if they bad not in their patriotic haste, overiooked a 
great moral obligation to that public, in neglecting to make 
them bear a rate of interest, equal to the use of the mon^ for 
which they have been substituted. It is impoosible for the 
banks to disguise the fact, that all these issues are made, ei- 
ther to save themselves fay an extension of time, from the 
effects of immediale bankruptcy, or to add to, and increase 
their cutrent profits. 

The plain operation of thia mode of business, is this— the 
banks pay out their obligations at twelve months after date, 
without intereat, for money now due to their depoaitors, and 
in their vaulta— or they pay them out on discounts to indi- 
▼idnals, and reoeiTe in lieu of them, nutes at three or four 
montha, cfaaxging interest. By this interchange of notes, 
the banks are fiimished with money for the redemption of 
tfieir owii, some eight or nine months before they become 
dne, and thus really stand in the attitude of borrowers, in* 
•taad ai lenders, with the additional advantage of reoeiTing 
interest, and paying none. 

When this subject is viewed in all its bearings, it most in- 
evitably meet with universal condemnation, and should be 
fBprobated by all sound banks, as well as by the public It 
is a well established troth, that the only ground of public 
confidence in the substitution of paper for gold snd silver, is 
the belief that it can be, at all times at the will of the holder, 
exchanged for them ; and the attempted substitution of post 
notes, or notes payable at a future day, as a circulating me- 
dium, in the place of bills payable on demand, is a viitoal 
abandonment of the inost important principle of banking. 

The evils resulting to the community from an infoaion of 
diia dasB of paper into ita eunent dreulation^ are numerous 
and well understood. Every thing that tenda to a debaa&> 
ment of the standard of value, or of its re pr e sentative, has 
ever been held to be diahonest and unjust— and it is in vain 
Ivr the banks to make the averment that they are actuated by 
ft desire to benefit the publie, or that the public good reqoirea 
it Common sense itpela the idea, that the poblic good 
woald be promoted by an ivsue of post notes or any other 
dabsaed current aa a medium of dreulation. On the eon- 
tnrv^-diB depreciation of paper, the eonsequent enhancement 
in ma piioes of evary oommodity purbhssed with it, together 
with the criminal imposition practieed npon the less 



ed part of the community, would prove the c o n vei aq of tho 
propoaition to be true. 

It is reported that several of the banks of this state have, 
within a abort period, issued a kind of currency, coming with* 
in tho description of paper above referred to, as post notesu 
Some of these issues liave fallen under our observation, and 
are made payable at dififerent perioda, and at diffident places, 
within, and without thh State. There is yet another deaorq>- 
tion of notes issued, payable, some in current bank notes, and 
others, in the notea of banks that were at the time of the is- 
sue, and still continue in a state of suspension. 

It has been supposed, that the laws of this state held all 
bank paper issued as a currency, as payable on demand ; and 
that although banks may attempt to evade the payment of 
their issues m gold and silver, by making them payable aft a 
future day, or in the notes of other banks, or any other evi- 
dence of debt, it will not avail them against a demand made 
under the law. There being, however, no Attorney Genefal 
of the State, with whom the bank eommisdonera eouM con* 
fer upon this, or any other point that might arise, in the die- 
charge of their duties, they have thought proper Jo prea 
the'matter to Htut consideration of the General Assem^j. 



Illegal CircvIcUUiu 

A considerable amount of paper, issued without the au- 
thority of law, or in direct violation of it, ia in circulation in 
varioua parta of the State. Among this class of isaocs^ we 
thoae of the 

Maumee Insurance Company, 

Ohio Railroad Company, 

Otis, Arnold, and Company, 

Mechanics' and I'radera' Association, 

E. Eastin, 

Orphans' Institute, 

Washington Social Library Society, 

Franklin Silk Company, 

Monroe Falls ManafactQring Company. 

The bank commisdoners have no control over this dasaof 
paper, nor have they made any investigations ii^ relation to 
it, except ao far as it entere into the transactions of banking 
institutions. The Bank of Cteveland purchased of the Ol^o 
Railroad Company, atate stock, to the amount of $50,<KK), at 
a premium of seven per cent, and was, at the date of onr ex- 
amination, receiving and redeeming the paper put in ctreula- 
tion by the company. The evidence of Zalmon Fitch« 
President of the Bank of Cleveland, on this subject, iriU be 
found in document (C.) 

It is believed that theslaws now in force, prohibiting the 
issue and dreulation of unauthorised paper, are not so fimmed 
aa to guard the public against imposition and loss, and we 
would respectfully suggeitt, a revidon of the exisUng statutes 
on that tttbject 

Foreign Bank JV e/es. 

The attention of the Legislature is respectfully called to 
the issue of fordgn hank notes, made payable at banks, or . 
redeemed by individuals within this Slate. It is one of the 
devices resorted to for the purpose of keeping up a circulation 
in a distant state, altogether disproportionate to the means of 
redemption at home. Over these issues the laws of Ohio can 
exercise no direct control, nor can the bank comndsdoners 
acquire that degree of information respecting them, which 
will lead to correct conclusions in relation to Uie folvency of 
the banks putting them in circulation. Some restraint upon 
banks and individuals acting as the agents of foreign institu- 
tions may become necessary to protect our dtizens from im- 
position and loss. Should this practice be continued vrithout 
any prohibition, it it probable that a very condderable pro- 
portion of the drculating medium of the State would consiet 
of this kind of paper. Without adding a dollar to the capi- 
tal of Ohio, or the payment of any tax, a foreign institution 
may fbit» its paper into dreulation among us, to the exdu- 
don of our own psper and specie. 

A large amount of paper, purporting to be Issued by the 
Bank of St Clab. Miehtgan, and cndoreed ''pavalUe at the 
Bank of Cbclevitle," fai this State, has been m ciirtdaUon 
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4iiriiig tiw jffwe n t year. In connezioii with the ezanuoa- 
lion of ^e Bank of CirdeTille, intonogatoiiea on tho aabject 
of theia iwuaa and their rodemption by that iiutitution, were 
piopounded to the caahiery which, together with his ancwen, 
will be found in docnmont narked (D.) In document mark- 
ed (E) are intenrogaturiea on the nme eobject, propounded 
to Jeiae Smith, Eaq. of Newark, and his anawen. Theae 
doeumenta embrace all the information in poaaeaiiion of the 
bank commiasionefa on the subject of the St Clair paper, 
payable at the Bank of CirdeviUe, and auffictent perhaps, to 
enable the community to form an catimate of its value. 

The entire amount of notea in dicnlation of the Bank of 
St. Clair, in the month of May last, aooording to tlie testimo- 
ny of Mr. Smith, was about $185,000. Ofthiaaom, $126,* 
000 were endoiaed ''payable at the Bank of Cirdeville," 
leaving only $10,000 in diculation without such endcrse* 



The anangement entered into by the Bank of CirclevOIe, 
with Mr. Smi^ to redeem Ae notes of the Bonk of St Clair, 
Is highly censurable. It b rendered peculiarly so, by the 
terms of the arrangement itself-— by the fact that it was re- 
vocable at the {Measure of Ae bank, or by Mr. Smith, who 
could at any time withdraw his deposits. In either case the 
community were liable to great inconvenience and loss. No 
banking institutioa should lend its name to give credit to an 
unknown amount of foreign or individual paper for general 
eiroalatioiL Such a oouiie must ever be viewed as extreme- 
ly dangerous to the community, and is well calculated to 
ahake the confidence of the public in the soundness of the 
bank, entering into the azrangement 

A email amount of paper was put in circulation in the 
summer of 1838, by R. H. Haywood, President of the Bank 
of Pontiae, Michigan, payable at the Bank of Sandusky, and 
ngned by said Haywood, in his individual canadtyi From 
the testimony of Wm. Williams, Cashier or the Bank of 
Sandusky, which will be found in document (F,) it is pro* 
bable this issue is discontinued, and the amount now in cir- 
culation vegty smalL 

It would seem to be clearly within the power of the Legis- 
lature, to protect the interests of the State, by interposing 
that kind of prohibition oPaecurity, which would prevent the 
ruinous consequences of bankruptcy in a foreign institution, 
from fidling chiefly on our own citizens. 

Farmer** Bank of Canton. 

In the examination of this institution, we have endeavored 
to obtain such information as would endlile the legislature to 
fonn a correct opinion of its condition, and general manage- 
ment That portion of its afiairs brought before the last Gen- 
ersl Assembly, by a committee of its own body, is but partially 
embraced in our report 

The papers snbmitted in document (G,) are deemed of 
anffirient importance to claim your attention. They ilhistrate 
the impropiiBty of employing individuala or broken^ to ex- 
change or ciroulate bank noteai A dreulation more advan- 
tageous to the community, and yielding a fidr rate of interest 
to the bankff might be kept up by loans and diaoounts judici- 
ously made and properly distributed, without any resost to 
the reprabensible practice of establishing agencies of ex- 
change. 

The answer of John Harris, Esq., President of the Far- 
mera' Bank of Canton, together with the aeoompanyiiig 

Speia found in the document referred to, furnish all the in- 
rmation elieited, at the time of examination, in the transao- 
tioDs of Wm. Stewart, and others. Subaequently to that 
. period, a communication has been received from the cashier, 
in which he remarks ; " The Pittsbarg business is so for 
arranged, that we have negotiable paper well endoiaed for 
one half the balanoe due, in case we should take back the 
atock, and a fair prospect of having the whole matter'amic»> 
\Ay arranged. The paper k>d«ed with the M. dt M. Dank of 
Pittsburg, has been returned." 

In order to place the bank in a sounder condition, and se- 
cure the public as much as possible againat any contingent 
loss, it was thought proper to rsquira of the board of direo- 
ton that their issues should not be increased until the bank 



had brought itrelf within the provisions of the law of the 3Mh 
of February, 1839. 

That its circulation should not hereafter exceed three times 
the amount of its specie. 

That the $30,000 deposited in. the M, A M. Bank of 
Pittsburg, should be sent for, and' returned to the bank. 

That measures should be immediately adopted to aecure, 
if possible, the liabilities of Wm. Stewart, and that the in- 
debtedness of the directors and officera should be reduced at 
the rate of ton per cent for every sixty daya. 

The action of the board of directors, upon these propesip 
tions will be found at the close of document (O.) 

In addition to4hese precautionary measures, the bank was 
required to make weekly statementi of iti condition. 

Urbana Banking Company, 

In the course of the examination of the Urbana Banking 
Company, we found several accounts of such a character, 
and magnitude, as to attract our particular attention. The 
most conspicuous among them, were tKose found under the 
title of 

Manhattan account, ... $54,545 00 

Granville account, . . • - 5,745 30 

Cincinnati account, ... 21,480 5# 

H. H. Goodman & Co., - - - 1S,58S 34 

Mechanics' and Tradere' Bank, - - 31,670 39 

John H. James, Agent, ... 95,561 86 

These accounts stand in the table exhibiting the conditian 
of that institution at the examination on the 21st June; and 
the answen of the cashier, in explanation of them in docu^ 
ment (H) furnish audi information, aa will illustrate the na» 
ture of the transactions involved. 

GranvilU Jilexandnan Society* 

Among the condensed tables of the condition of the several 
banking institutions, will be found one exhibiting the condi- 
tion of the Granville Alexandrian Society in the county of 
Licking. In the opinion of the board, the charter of the ao-. 
ciety ia not one from which the ri^ht to exerdae banking 
powera can be drewn, by any fair and just construction ; but 
they found it in existence, exercising all the usual functiona 
of a bank, and entertaining the opinion that no act of theira, 
connected with an examination, couU give it any legal pow* 
ers, they did not hesitoto to-examine its aflUrs. 

We would rsBpectftttty call the attention of the General 
Aasemb^ to this sodety, and taking into conaidenUion its 
present attitude in the community, would reoommend thatthe 
act of incorporation be forthwith repealed, or that the sodety 
be legally authorned to exercise banking powers. 



Bank of Steubenville, 

Having been advised by letten finxn Samud Stokdy, 
idem of the Bank of Staubenville, dated September 7, 1830, 
that ^ die atockholders of the Bank of Staubenville, at a gen- 
eral meeting, hdd in pumuance of ita charter, had rsadved 
to resume operationa as a bank of discount and depoait,^oiie 
of tbs commissionsa examined ita aflairs on the 89th day of 
October last The statement ofthe condition of thiainatittt- 
tion will be found in its proper place in thia report. 

The revivd of Oie Bank of SteubenviUe created aome aa- 
toniahment in the eastern part of the State, from the fact of 
ita foilnre under drcumstanoea by no means favourable to 
the capacity or integrity of ita managers, which took place in 
what might be called the moat prosperous en of bankings — 
At a general meeting of the stockhoidera, hdd at Stettbe»- 
vUle on the 27th July, 1830, it waa '* Beadved, That in the 
opinion of thia meetmg, the kMsea and misfortunes whidi 
have occurred in this bank, dimble H from fulfilling ita en- 
gagementa, and forbid all ita farther o|Mfatione aa an inaltto- 
tion forthe deposit of money, or the discounting of notea or 
other negotiable paper, and that the best intereeta of the stod^ 
holdera thereinj require that the concerns of the bank bedoaed 
as speedily aa posdble." With a view of facilitating the ob» 
jecta of thia resohitioo, James Cddwdl, Samuel Stokeljr and 
Hans Wilson, were appointed trustees. 

The bank baa been very looady, if not conu|dy managed, 
msomucb that ita aanta fefl grcntly abort of ita l iahili tiBSr- 
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The coimniflBioiirr who Tuited the bai^ wai unable, from 
the absence of Mr. Stokely, and the inability of the cashier 
to furnish all the old books, to understand the liabilities of 
the institution at the time of its failure. A. J. McDovrell, 
lor many years, and up. to 1830, clerk, says the supposed 
amount of notes in circulation ** prior to its ceasing business, 
in 1830, was $13,600, but he belietes it fulls greatly below 
that sum.*' He estimates the circulation at from $3000 to 
$4U00. This estimate is founded on the belief that $10,000 
were lost by the sinking of a tpsscI on Lake Erie. The 
bank appears to have been in arrears at the time of its failure 
to the United States for the sum of $53,243 34 for which it 
gave a judgment to the United States for the further sum of 
$130,000, due by B. Wells, & Co.; making the liabUity of 
the institution to the United States, $172,234 34. 

Since the passage of the law of I 'ongress, of March 3d, 
1837, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to compro- 
mise with banking institutions in arrears to the United 
States, Samuel Stokely and Hans Wilson, surviving trustees, 
have made an arrangement either in whole or in part, with 
the Secretary of the Treasury, by which the institution be- 
comes relieved of this large debt They pay over the entire 
prooeeds of the efiects of the bank, supposed to amount to 
thout $10,000, of which they have paid $8,000. 

Sub^uently to this arrangement and on the 12di of Au- 
gust, 1 839, at a general meeting of the stockholders, the re- 
solution of the 27lh July, 1830, was rescinded, and it was 
ordoed that *'the bank will and does hereby resume its legal 
and regular operations, as an institution for the deposit of 
money, the diccounting of notes and other negotiable paper, 
and all the legal and usual functions of* an incorporated 
bank." 

A majority of the stock in the resu^cit&ted institution, has 
been transferred by Mr. Stokely to an individual, understood 
to reside out of the State, which transfier has been sanctioned 
by the board of directors. In order to understand the nature 
of this transfer, tlie following interrogatory (among othen) 
was left at the bank, with the request that Mr. Stokely 
would answer it under oath, and transmit his answer l^ 



** 4. Did you transfer the stock of the bank to Henry 
Roop, as trustee of the old concern, or on your own account — 
-and what bonus (if any) did he pay you or agree to pay 
you— and what disposition was made of such bonus !*' 

A letter has been received from Mr. Stokely in which he 
•aya *' that the stodi trsnsfened by me to Henry Roop, I 
consiilcied my ovm private property, having been purchased 
ftom the individual stockholders or Uieir representatives, at a 
Air price, and aaagned to me by them, individually, or their 
attorneys in fact, in due form oA the books of the banks. — 
No part of thii stock belonged t.^, or could be daimed by the 
State." It is to be regretted that Mr. Stokely did not com- 
ply with, and answer the intenogatoxy dire<^y. The im- 
pfesslon that merchandise has bten made of the character 
of this institution, is not removed by Mr. Sfbkely's reply. 

The fiuthlessneas of the bank of Steubenville, preceding 
its fidlure in 1830, in connexion with the direction which a 
majority of stock has taken ainoe its revival, imposes on the 
board the duty of making a suggestion to the Goieral As- 
sembly, which is done under a strong sense of pnUic duty. 
They do not believe that this revived institution has any 
«Uims upon the people or the legislature for a new existence 
«nd a new credit, and it is respectfully submitted, whedier the 
public interest does not require that the Stete should resume 
all the granto of power which were originally extended to the 
iiank of SteubenviHe, 

JSofik of GalUpoUt, 

This inatitutton having been put in operation doiing die 
past summer, has proceeded to issue notes and exercise other 
banking powers. On hearing of this circumstance, one of 
the oommi^isioners refisrred to the laws under which the ia- 
ftitution claimed to act. The fifth section of the law incor- 
porating the stockhoMers of the Bank of Gkdlipolxa» b in 
these words, viz : 

''That this act of incorporation and chatter faen^ 
«iyt«d to the ^vqk of GaUipolia shall not be adjudflsd to 



be forfeited for any non-nser whatever, at any time befbre the 
first day of May, one thousand eight hundred and twenty.* 

It vras believed that the legislature, by inserting this pro- 
vision, intended that if the privileges granted diould not he 
embraced by the corporators, or if they should fail or negtect 
to take the necessary steps to enable them to use and enjoy 
them, on -or before the first day of May, 1830, they could not 
do so at a future'period, without a iqpecial act of Uie legisla- 
ture. 

On this ground, as well as that of non-compliance by the 
parties, widi other requiremente of the law, it was thought 
that the legal existence of all powers and privileges, granted 
by the act of incorporation had ceased, and the commisnoner 
referred to, under these impressions, deemed it to be his duty 
to defer any action until the General Assembly should decide 
upon the matter. 

In connexion with this subject, it may not be considered 
improper to refer to the fact, that Uien aro now upon our 
statute books, a gre»t number of dormant acts of incorpora- 
tion. We would respectfully suggest to the general Assem* 
biy, the necessity that exists of resuming all gnnts, powera 
and privileges, conteined in every act of incorporation, not 
now in legal use, which might heresfier, po^nhly nasume and 
exercise banking powers. 

Stock JCotet, 

Tho practice of creating bank capital by the stockhoUen 
giving what is termed a stopk note, cannot be too strungiy 
condeponed. When individuals apply to the legisUtme for 
an act of incorporation to bank, the charter is granted under 
tho supposition that the corporators have, or can command 
the real capital, necessary to absorb the stock. But modem 
banking has found a substitute, and instead of paying up the 
subscription upon stock in specie, or ita equivalent, instances 
are not uncommon where the stock note of the subscriber is 
taken as money and made to perform ite office in establishing 
the institution. The impropriety of this course is apparent 
to every one, because by the procees the nominal bank capital 
of the Stete may be augmented to any amount, and paper 
money increased, without a corresponding increase of the 
metalic basis. 

Undisguised stock notes, or notes given avowedly in pay- 
ment of stock, appear frequently, though they are not prolM^ 
bly as numerous in the banking institutions of this State, as in 
some others; but there is a class of paper in the vaulte of 
most of our institutions, which, though it bears a different 
name, is closely allied to them. The laige amount of loans 
and disoounte made to directors and other stockholders, al- 
most unlimited in amount, and in time of payment would 
seem to give them a character approximating closely to that 
of stock notes. 

There can be but little difference in the practice of one in- 
dividual subscribing for bank stock, and paying his subscrip- 
tion by giving his stock note, and another who may pay hii 
subscription for stock in money and immediately get his note 
discounted fi>r the same or pefhape double the amount — 
Consequences alike injurious, will result to the Institution 
and community in the one case as in the other. Bankers 
shouM be money lenders and not money boirowers; and al- 
though then can be no well-grounded objection to a stoek- 
holder in a bank receiving an accommodation for legitinate 
business purposes, the practice of paying for stock in stock 
notes, and of directors and stockholders obtaining large loans, 
should not only be discountenanced, but to be effectually So^ 
strong legislative guaids ought to be interposed. 

LoanM to Direeioro and Qficert, 
One of the great abuses which exists, in tho management 
of all banks, constituted as ours are, and one which apneas 
•o be inseparable from this system, is that of conferring a 
great proportion of their loans upon a few individuals, and 
of extending to that few, an hiordlnate amount, and instead 
of affording to ihe community at large that reasonable diffu- 
sion of their means, and giving to all the great tnteresto of 
society diat aid which has a tendency to support and sustain 
them, they restrict their aooommodations to but a few favorite 
br^ifchen of trade or production. There is another abusp ef 
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a mofe signml character, and that ta, the immenae amount 
loanad in almoat every bank, to ita directora and officen^— 
By a leftirence to achedule No. 6, it will be aeen, that the 
aggregate amount of the direct liabilities of the directora and 
effioen, to the banks, at the time of inspection! was $2^37,- 
643 36 ; a sum nearly equal to the whole amount of specie 
in all the banks at the same perioda. 

The aolTency of banks is too often rendered preearioas in 
ooDiequence ot large loans and discounts to a few individuals, 
and this is particularly die cafe, where the directors and offi- 
een monopolize in a great measure their available resources — 
and the spirit of speculation, fostered, and encouraged by 
heavy accommodations from them, has done more within the 
last few years, to place die whole business of the country in 
the hands of a few, and to oveitbrow all the sound princi* 
plea of trade, convulse the community, and prostrate the 
laboring daases, than all other cauaea combined. 

It ia alwaya unfortunate, and deeply injorioua to any 
country, when the products of labor, especially the common 
necessaries of life, become the subjects of monopoly, and fall 
into the hands of a few. 

To what extent the public might be benefited by a more 
general diffusion of bank loans, ia a subject vrorthy of some 
inquiiy. It can not be disguised that a veiy limited num- 
ber of persons are permitted to obtain a great proportion of 
the discounts from our banks - this wo have found to be a 
general source of complaint : and the system of banking, or 
the existence of bank charters, that will admit of an indebt- 
edness by a single individual, to a single bank, to an amount 
exceeding by fifty thousand dollars the whole of its capital 
stock paid in, and embracing more than three-fourtha of the 
entire amount of its loans and discounts, appear to prove the 
correctness of that complaint, and calls for some radical 
changea. 

The continued use of a great proportion of the facilitiea 
of banka by the directors and officers, not only endangera 
their solvency, aod cripples their means, but operates oppres- 
sively on the community at large. 

Whenever a revulaion in the monetary affairs of the 
oountry takes place, self-interest, and self-protection, impel 
them to the adoption of measures for their own safety ; and 
the question of deciding whether their own liabilities shall, 
or shall not, be pressed to an immediate collection, being in 
their own hands, it is in accordance with the governing prin- 
dplea of human nature to suppose, that they would not 
aoliett judicial aid to coerce the collection of their own debts. 

Under auch circumstanoee, that class of debtors who are 
neither directors, officers, nor stockholders, will be forced to 
an immediate payment of all their liabilitiea, on the first ap- 
pearance of a pressure — and the banks themselves, under the 
influence of its severity, and the continued indulgence ex- 
tended to their own managers, combined with an amount of 
circulation and other liabilitiea put forth, and incurred with- 
out regard to prudence, are suddenly reduced to the condi- 
tion of bankrupta— or what in the &shionable parlance of 
the day ia called — a suspension of specie payments. 

TTturiout Billt, 

Among other well founded causes of complaint against the 
conduct oif many of the banks, is that, relative to the class of 
papsr, upon which a large proportion of their loana and,di»> 
counts have been made within the laat few years. 

Heretofore it haa been held that a fiur amount of the cur- 
rant diaoounta of each institution, should be made on domea- 
tie paper— being that kind of obligation, which ia created by 
the actoal local buainess of each community. 

The complaint referred to goea to the hit, that the banks, 
in many paita cX the State, and to'a great extent, have re- 
fused to discount this description of peper, and have invited 
persona doing business with them, to omsr obligatjona in the 
ahape of biUs of exchange on aome convenient point, on 
which the bonk could, aa it believed, legally charge a difier- 
enoe of exchange, in addition to the intereat. This claaa of 
paper noaafifi the form, but none of the dements, of a bill 
of exdiange. There ia no property ahipped to the point of 
payment-^no funds upon which it is drawn, and no real 
transaction of bosineas between the partiea, on which it ia 



based or founded but on the contrary, it ia merely an accom- 
modation bill, created by the individual, and received by the 
banka, really, if not avowedly, as such. And the only ap- 
parent reason why this dass of paper is prefencd by the 
banks to common accommodation is, that it enablea them to 
extract from the needy borrower, a rate of exchange, which, 
with the regular interest charged, constitutes a most uaurioua 
transaction. 

El change. 

Intimately connected with this branch of the subject, and 
no less obnoxious to the charge of extortion, is the price at 
which the banks sold their drafts, or checks, on the easteni 
dties, during the period of the general suspension, com- 
menced in May, 1837, and ending in August 1838. Before 
that time, the common price of exchange, aa charged by the 
banks in the southern parts of the State, varied ftm one-half 
of one per cent, to one per cent and in no part of the State 
was the regular charge higher than about one per cent On 
the occunence of the general suspension as above noticed, 
the banks proceeded to raise the price of exchange up to two 
and three, and in some instances to five per cent No other 
cause for the sudden derangement of the exchangee by the 
banks, appeared to exist, but that of the indulgence of an 
ea^er desire to make large profita. In this instance however, 
it is to be regretted, that they had not taken into considers 
don the fact, that\ they could alone look to their own act of 
suspension, ib|r the power by which they were enabled with 
impnnity to make this new charge upon the public 

The actual rate of exchange between one part of the 
country and another, ia dwvra measured by the coot of trana- 
mission of the predous metds, including all things incident 
to that tranamiasion — and since tbe compledon of the Penn- 
sylvania canal, the average cost of transportation from the 
line of the Ohio river, may be estimated at from one half of 
one per cent to one per cent — and aa all attempts on the 
part of the banks to raise the price of exchange to an exor- 
bitant rate whilst paying spedc, must neecasarily in the end 
react upon themselves, and cauae a large demand for coin for 
exportation, we must look in vain for any good reason, found- 
ed in any sound principlea of policy, for the meosure. 

Such, however, has been the case since the general resumi^ 
don of specie payments in August 1 83S, and to thia cauaf 
may be mainly attributed the great demands of broken on tbe 
banking institudons of this State since that period. 

It may not be irrelevant here to add, that the banka, hav- 
ing by a Bho.-t sighted policy, raised the price of exchange 
during the suspension, as beforo stated, could not apparently 
bear ^e idea of again reducing it to its real value at the p^ 
riod of reaumpdon. The consequence was, that they brought 
into acdon the enterprise and ingenuity of an immenae num- 
ber of brokera, whose transacdona necessarily came into direct 
conflict wiUi the busineaa of the banks in thdr exchange 
operations. To this new power, though similar in character, 
yet antagonist in interest, the banka were aoon hrought to 
pay tribute. 

In a syatem of banking like oura, where in many inatanoea 
the banks are put in operation by individuals for the purpose^ 
of borrowing money, instead of lending it and which in all 
cases admita of ao many abuses, it is not extraordinary that 
the General Asembly should be ftequendy applied to^ by a 
daas of applicanta, for charters, who contend, that acta of in- 
corporadon of this descripdon, with power to issue a maaa 
of billa, without being in any way liable for their redemption, 
add to the capital of the atate. 

However much the confidence of the people of Ohio maiy 
have heretofore been placed upon the aoundneaa of thia hy- 
potbeaia, it ia believed, tbatthe period haa now arrived, whan 
Ita fidlaejr ia nnderalood, and the idea that a c^Mdty to iaane 
notea, without an ability to redeem them in coin, or eiv«B a 
liability for tbeiruldmate payment adda to the money eapi« 
tal of the atate, seems now, to be an exploded one. 

On a general view of the subject it ia evident to us, that 
we may look in vain fat that aecurity which ahouU in all 
cases, be a primary object of legisladon, and that guaranty 
against loss, which should enter into all tranautions connect- 
ed with, or growing oat of tba money creatmg power, unlesa 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



[FxBmcAmr, 



in «Teiy instance a rigid adherence to tndiTidual liability ehall 
exiat. 

It is betieved that no bank of issne is safe, either to the 
publie, or to those stockholders who do not take the imme- 
diate management of itw afiairs, unless a direct and unquali- 
fied liability exists to the public creditor, on the part of every 
alockholder, and a special liability of the directors and officers, 
to stockholders not concerned in its management. 

Many other important items would necessarily enter into 
the details of a law calculated to ensure safety to the commo- 

Among these would be a publication from time to time, 
of the names of the stockholders, in order that the individu- 
als composing the company, and whose obligations were r&- 
ceived and paid away as money, might be known, and if a 
number of corporations of this description, should exist with- 
in the state, they should be bound for each other, to the pub- 
' lie, for the redemption of their circulation, and be obliged to 
receive each other's notes at par for debts due them ; be in- 
hibited from issuing small notes, restricted in the amount of 
their issues, in a ratio to their capital stock and specie, and 
be at all times subject to legislative control. 

These are a few, among the well understood requiremeots 
of a law, calculated to establish a sound representative cur- 
rency ; and in noticing these incidental items, we again revert 
to the great cardinal principle of individual liabill^ as the 
onW trae foundation of safety. 

We embrace the opportunity offered on presenting our 
first annual report to your honourable body, to suggest that 
the law of February 25, 1839, requires some amendments. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Wm. S. Hatch, 

EbXB W. HuBBARVy 
GbO. W. MAlTTPBKJir, 

Bank Committioneri, 



IVeir Tariff in Jramaica. 

The Government of the Idand of Jamaica passed a new 
Tariff, which is to continue in force till 31st December next 
The following are the rates of duty on some of the articles of 
importation from the United States: 
For every barrel of wheat flour, not weighing more than 1 96 
lbs. nett weight, 3s. 6d. 

For every 100 weight of biscuit or bread, 1 6 

For every barrel of flour or meal, not weighing 

more than 196 lbs. not made from wheat, 8 6 

For every bushel of wheat, peas, rye, calavances^ 

oats, or barley, 1 6 

Rice, for every 1 13 lbs. weight, 2 6 

For every 1000 shingles, being more than 12 

inches in length, 7 6 

For every 1000 shingles, not more than 12 in- 
ches in length, 11 6 
For every 100 red oak staves, 15 
For every 1000 white oak staves or headings, 13 
For every 1000 feet of pitch pine, white or yel- 
low pine lumber, of one foot thick, 31 
OUier kinds of lumber wood, (cedar, logwood, 
fustic, and mahogany excepted,) per 1000 
leet, , 28 
For every 1000 wood hoopa^ 5 8 
Beef and pork, salted beef of all sorts, for every 

1 12 lbs. weight, 13 8 

ArrivdU, Lumber^ Uc^ at the Pari of Si, Louie. — We 
hsva been furnished by the Harbor Master, Mr. W. W. Fits 
Miller, with the number of arrivals, lumber, Ae^ received at 
tl^ port since the first of August, 1839, to the 1st of Janu- 
•ly, 1840, bmng five montha. We regret the statement is 
not fion^ilete for the whole year. 
Ifmiber of arrivals of Steamboats, 681 

Whole amoOBt of tonna^B^ - • 76,719 tooa. 

Atemge of each boat, ... 733 tons. 

Amount of Lumber, ^ • • 2,015,000 feet 

•« «* cordaofWood, • • 8,600 

*" « Shingles, - - 144,000 

Si: LnU» BepubUcan. 



Flonr Inspected. 

Return of Flour mapected in the dty and county of New 
York, from May 27 to Dec 31, 1839. 

May 27th to 3 Ist - - - 32,200 bbla. 

June 1st to 3Uth • - 124,683 *« 

July 1st to 3 1 St - - • 82^70 " 

Aug. 1st to 3 1st - - 87,747 ** 

Sept 1st to 30th - - • 111,259 *" 

Oct 1st to 31st • - 223,453 ■« 

Nov. 1st to 3L/th ... 251,452 * 
Dec lstto31at - - 85,903 " 



ToUl bbls. Superfine 089,667. 

Halfbbls. - - -. - 18,92 J 

BaneUfina - - 24,189 

Half bbls. do ... 519 

Barrels bad - - - 19,836 

Half bbls. do . - • 319 

Barrels fine middlings - - 4,566 

do middlings ... 4,487 
do shipstufiii - - 4,773 

do Ryefiour - - - 9,983 

Hhds. Indian meal • - 4,873 

Barrels do - - - - 20,548 

1,678 bbls. flour, weighed average 6 lbs. li^t 
2,479 do weighed and folse tarod. 

Total fees - - $11,515 43 
Disbursements - 8,538 80 



$2,976 62 
A". r.Jotir^ofConu 



Foreign trade of Mexand'^iu-^We are indebted to the 
kind attention of a fnend, for the following statistics of the 
state of the Ibrrign trade of our port for the pai« year, coo»- 
pared vrith the same for 1838: 

Vessels. Entered. Tons. Cleared. TonsL 

In the year 1839, 37 7,364 63 9,288 

do. 1838, SO 4,337 39 6.026 

Value of Imports. Eiports. 

In the year 1839, $122,887 $554,417 

do. 1838, 125,691 857,478 

Duties secured. 
In the year 1839, $36,012 33 

do. 1838, 37,508 35 

[Gazette* 



Amount of coal sold on the line of tho'canal between 
place and Philadelphia, in the following years, to wit: 



1826: 3,154 

1827 3,373 

1828 8,322 

1829 5,321 

1830 6,150 

1831 10,048 

1832 13,439 



1833 19.432 

1834 18,573 

1835 17,683 

1836 r.... 21,749 

1837 28,776 

1838 30;390 

1839 28,924 

[ifinero* Journal, 



It is the custom in New Orleins to fann out the Markets 
aimually. For the coming year the beef market of thai city 
has been rented for $54^400, being $3,100 more than last 
year, and the vegetable market for $36,000, being an advance 
of $3,700. 



One of the by-laws for the government of the Bank of the 
State of North Carolina, requires that at the general meet> 
ing of the stockholders, a report shall be made setting forth 
the amount of indebtedness, as well of directora as of stock* 
holders who are not directors. At the recent meeting of the 
stockholders, such a report was made, and it appeared that 
out of a debt due the principal Bank of $714,000 only $33,- 
000 are owing by stockholders, of which $7,000 are due 
from directors, and $16,000 from stockholders not directon. 
A parallel to this can be found, we imagine, bbt in few bank- 
ing institutions. — Megieter, 
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COMMERCE OF THE UNITED 8TATB8. 



COmiTVIEBCC or the UlflTED STATES, 

Appended to the Report of the Secretary of the Txeasaiy, which we have already published on page 19. 

tmport9 into the Utiited States from the Ut of October, 1789, to 30M September, 1838. 



Total value 
of imports. 



1790 ^€3,000,000 
1701 1 S9,200,000 
179)! 31,500,000 

1793 31,100,000 

1794 34,600,000 

1795 69,756,268 

1796 81,436,164 

1797 75,379,406 

1798 68,551,700 

1799 79,069,148 

1800 91,252,768 

1801 111,363,511 

1802 76,333,333 

1803 64,666,666 

1804 86,000,000 

1805 120,600,000 

1806 129,410,000 

1807 138.500,000 

1808 56,990,000 

1809 59.400,000 

1810 85,400,000 

1811 53,400,000 

1812 77,030,000 

1813 22,005,000 

1814 12,965,000 
1815,113.041,274 

1816 147,103.000 

1817 99,250,000 

1818 121,750,000 
1319 87,125,000 

1820 74,450,000 

1821 62.585,724 
1822i 83,241,511 



Value re- 
tained in the 
country for 
consump- 
tioa 



1833 
1824 



77,579,267 
80,549,007 



1825 96,340,075 

1826 84,974.477 

1827 79,484.068 

1828 88,509.824 

1829 74.492,527 

1830 70.876,920 

1831 103,191,124 

1832 101,029,266 
1833108,118,311 
1834196,521,332 
1835149395,742 
1836;i89,980,035 
1837,140,089,217 
1838,113,717,404 



$22,460,844 
28,687,959 
29,74fi,902 
28,990,428 
28,073,767 
61,266,796 
65,136,164 
48,379,406 
35,551,700 
33,546,148 
52,121,891 
64,720,790 
40,558,362 
51,072,594 
4aj08,403 
67,420,981 
69,126,764 
78,856,442 
43,992,686 
38,602,469 
61,008,705 
37,377,210 
68,534,873 
19,157,155 
12,819,831 
106,457,924 
129,964,444 
79,891,931 
102,323,304 
67,959,317 
56,441.971 
41,283,236 
60,955,309 
50,035,645 
55.211.850 
63,749,432 
60,434,865 
66,084,932 
66.914,807 
57,834,049 
56,489,441 
83.157,598 
76,989,793 
88,296,576 
103,208,521 
139,391,247 
168,233,675 
119,134,265 
101,264,804 



ARTICLES. 



Cotton 

manufae- 

turta 



(0 



*7,788,614 

10,680,216 

8,869,482 

9,167,667 

12,509,516 

8,348,034 

9,316,153 

10,996,230 

8,362,017 

7,662,326 

16,090,224 

10,399,653 

13,262,600 

10,145,281 

15,367,585 

17,876,187 

11,150,841 

6,599,330 



Woollens. 



$7,238,954 

11,752,595 

7,953,451 

8,086,853 

10,876,873 

7,886,826 

8,231.615 

8,097,559 

6,568,235 

6,598,634 

12,668,038 

9,762,262 

7,660,449 

7.379.328 

10,023,520 

12,768,430 

4,243,548 

6,967,530 



Wincfc 



(636,121 



3,828,391 
2,204,702 
3,843,022 



Spirits. 



$1,859,975 



Teas. 



SdL 



5,025,558 

6,508,036 

7,342,487 

6,170,333 

•7,197,660 

•5,906,315 

•4,130,812 

3,364,294 

4,604,361 

5,455,245 

•6,032,334 



$352,509 



Molasses. 



$186,047 $1,438,931 



3,306,348 

'2,963,977: 

1,911,195 



1373,464 

1364,627, 

1,291,542 

1,050,898 

1326,263 

1,781,188 

1,621,085 

1,507333 

1364,562 

1335,103 

1,673,068 

3,397,479 

3,601,456 

2,944,388 

3,750,606 

4.332,034 

4,105,741 

2318,282 



1,804,798 
2,450,261 
1,791,419 
2,642320 
3,185,210 
1387,712 
1,661,436 
2,331,666 
1,447314 
. 658,990 
1,037,737 
1366,018 
1.587,336 
1,319,346 
1,633,681 
1317,381 
1,470,603 
1,476,018 



1,333,636 
1,860.777 
2,361,346 
3,786363 
3.738,935 
3^3,381 
1,714,883 
3,461,107 
3360,467 
3,436318 
1.418,087 
3,788.358 
6,484,608 
6317,040 
4)633,806 
5,342311 
5,003,054 
3,407,166 



740,376 3304,884 
816,805 3.100,357 
730,716 1,803,813 



600,031 
636333 
740366 
613,486 
580,135 
677,068 
536,301 
443,460 
7143I8 
671370 
635.188 
634310 
006.418 
880.316 
666,007 
734.527 
863,617 
1,038,418 



1,710,337 
33081,355 
3,634333 
3,413,643 
3.547,716 



Crockeiy 



$630,033 
1,107,364 
1,005,136 
856,826 
1,011,836 



3,838,738 1330,060 
3318,083; 1,001,767 
3»788,47l{l,485.653 
1,484,104' 1,220317 
006,7762,168,477 
3«433,488!l.616.4d6 
3334,381 '1,857,543 
3367,886j 1 360336 
3.080,03011373,800 
3,074,17311,607,683 
4,077,313 3,700.187 



3.444.701 
3,866,386 



1,833,401 



(a) For the early years, the aggref^te of the value of imports does not appear on the oflieial statement, and has .been 
estimated at different amounts by different persons, and thua that column and the column as to the value of fbreign mar* 
chandiae consumed will not always correspond with former reports. Bfit the diOereooe will not be found so great •• to 
afiect materially any general result 

{b) A greatar portion of importi were •zported hefym 1810, or during the long wan in Enrope^ ts nay be «cq In tbli 
odieriible. 

* The vahie has been estimatodagieMbly to tha prices current ntuiMdl^eo^ cwtooiB^ in tbair faari|ri^ 

•birtneta of exports for etch yeer« 

Vol.. IL— If 
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TABLE COIVniVlJJBD. 




■~ 






A K'nCLES.— Continaed. 






Vean. 


Iron and 
steel. 


Silks. 


Cofice. 


Sugar. 


Spices. 


Lend. 


Linen. 


Hemp. 


Speck and 
bullion. 


1791 






$580,712 


$1,676,085 




$71,441 


- 


- 


- 


1802 






8,927,208 


7,704,282 




146,376 




. 


— 


1803 






3,851,718 


5,684,362 




216,533 


- 


- 


- 


1804 






12,339,209 


9,993,918 




319,094 




— 


•^ 


1821 


$3,212,861 $4,486,924 


4,489,970 


3,553,582 


<310,281 


284,701 


$2,564,159 


$610,589 


$8,064,890 


1822 5,210,056! 6,840,928 


5,522,649 


5,034,429 


505,340 266,441 


6,840,928 


1,054,764 


3,369346 


1823 1 5.083,351 


6,718;444 


7.098,119 


3,258,689 


580,956 155,175 


3,803,807 


674,164 


5.097,896 


4824 


4,584,134 


7,204,588 


5,437,029 


5,165,800 


369,140 


107,494 


3,046,920 


241,107 


.6,473,095 


1825 


5,820.517 10.299,743 


6,250.828 


4,282,530 


626,039 


301,408 


3,645.125 


431,787 


6,150,766 


1826 


5,451,333; 8.327,909 


4,159,558 


6,311,631 


594,568 


265,409 


2,720,565 


651.757 


6,880,966 


1827 


6,002,206 


6,712,015 


4,464,391 


4,577,361 


322,730 


303,615 


2.360,880 


635,854 


8,161,130 


1828 


7,286,033 


7,686,640 


6,192.338 


3,546.736 


432,504 


29H,544 


2,471,362 


1,075,243 


7,489,741 


1829 


5,752,925 


7,192,698 


4.588,685 


3,622.406 


461,539 


52,146 


2,480 181 


655,936 


7^03,602 


1830 


5.930.0701 5,932,243 


4,227,021 


4,636.342 


457,723 


20,395 


2,485.063 


200,338 


8.155,964 


1831 


7,192,979 11,117.940 


6,317,666 


4,910,877 


279,095 


62,410 


3,145,797 


295,706 


7,305,945 


1632 


8,804,832. 9,248,907 


9,099,464 


2,933,688 


306,013 


124,631 


3,391,508 


866,865 


6,907,504 


1833 


7,742.763 9.498,366 


10,567,209 


4,755,866 


919.493 


89,019 


2,352,085 


470,973 


7,070.368 


1834 


8,634,158 10,998,064 


8,762,657 


6,538,097 


496.562 


183,762 


301,502 


514,743 


17,911,633 


1835 1 8.9G5.889 16,677,547 


10,715,466 


, 6,806,425 


712,638 


54,112 


6,932.568 


628,981 


13,131,447 


183G 12,892,648 22,980^12 


, 9.653,053 


12,514,718 


1,028,039 


37,521 


8,271,213 


816,558 


13,400,881 


1837 


11,119.648 14,352,823 


; 8,657,760 


7,203,206 


847,607 


17,874 


4,851,857 


483,792 


10,506,414 


1838 


7,418,504 9.812,338 

• 1 


7,640,217 


7,586,825 


438,258 


10,494 


3,583,340 


512,606 


17,747,116 



(r) The practice of making regular reports of the value and quantity of each artit le imported, did not commence until 
1821. Previous to that, therefore, only detached returns can be obtained for a few articles and a few years. 

(//) The exports of coffrc in 1802 equalled $6,015,939; in 1803, $2,338,462; and in 1804, $12,185,948.— See as to 
exports of other articles, 1 Commerce and Navigation, page 658, G & S. Digest The exports of sugar and teas were 
near half the imports, though below that pro|<onion. * 



Nantucket. — What with seas and storms, Nantucket 
has been almost washed away ! During the past month 
Boreas has raged so horribly aroi^nd us that the tides have 
been Higher than at any time within the period of fifty 
years. Consequently great inroads have been made upon 
our sand bank in different parts of the island, though, for- 
tunately, what is taken from one part of it is only carried to 
another. However, at Siasconset such was the run upon 
the bank there, that it has become necessary to remove the 
houses which stood upon it to a greater distance from the 
margin; and that interesting hamlet has now lost forever 
that very spot no doubt faithfqily chronicled in the memory 
of many a loving pair, where the first vows of afifection were 
to each other plighted ! Mr. Franklin Folger, it is said, was 
carried down the avalanche, and was with much difficulty, 
rescued from his perilous situation. A passage has also been 
cut through Brant Point and Smith's Point, where the sturnp 
of a very large tree was laid bare, having probably been ini> 
bedded there for many years. What will become of us I— 
,A antuckct In guiirer, 

J^ankin Cotton. — A Wetumpka paper of the 8th says 
two bales of Nankin Cotton were sold in this market yester- 
day Dt twelve and a half rents'-^ a hundred per cent in ad- 
vance of the common kind. The peculiar properties of this 
article, and its superiority over the ordinaiy kind, must ever 
eomnnmd for it an extra price, and renders it worthy of the 
eonsideration of planters. Its yield is said lo be equal if not 
superior to that of the species now generally planted. We 
understand that Nankin eotton seed is for sale in this city.— 
M^bHt Chrtnich, 



The Stave Indemnijicatton. — The following paragraph 
is from the Ijondon Courier of December 14th: — ^*"His Ex- 
cellency, Mr. Stevenson, the American minister, attended 
yesterday at the Treasury Department and the Bank of Eng- 
land, and closed the negotiation which has been pending so 
long between the Government and that of the United States, 
relative to the numlier of slaves claimed by American citizens 
as their profierty, and which, having been shipwrecked somo 
eight or nine years ago in the Bahamas, were liberated bj 
tlie authorities of Nassau. The amount of compensation 
which we understand Her Majesty's Govemmeot finally 
agreed to pay, and was yesterday received by the Amcnraii 
minister, amounted to between twenty and thirty thousand 
pounds sterling." 



Jitmk of EiifflantL — Quarterly aversge of the weekly lia- 
bilities and assets of the Bank of England, from the 17lh 
SeptemlTr to the 10th December, 1839, both inclusive. 

JJabilitiea, JlwttU* 

Circulation, JE18,732,000 Securities, £22,774,000 
Deposits, 5.952,000 BuUion, Jt,7n,000 

Downing street, December 12, 1839. 



The Fire Companies of this city have resolved to require 
the assured, m all cases, of effecting insurance or renewal of 
policies, to report the amounts insured, agreeable to the 
original conditions of the policies, and not give the geneml 
libei^ to ** effect other insuianoe without notioe.** — [Com- 
iHum'eafed,] — *V. F. Joumat 



1€40.] 



REPORT OX THE FINANCES OF PENNSYLVAXIA. 



hi 



Ananal Report from the Slate Trcu- 
•iircr on tlie Fiuaiict*ii. 

To the Senate and ffovBe of RepreamtaHvea of the Com- 
mufttffeatth of Penn»yfvania, 

Oeivtlvxrit :~-Iii accordance with the proviaions of an 
act of Anembly, passed the sixteenth of March, 1 832, re- 
qairing the State Treaaarer to make an annual report on the 
subject of Finance, the following is r&jpectfuHy submitted. 

As on former occasions the State l^reasurer has confined 
the present report to the several subjects more immediately 
connected with the support of the faith am) credit of the 
Stafe ; under a belief that in so doing he would better com- 
ply with the spirit of the law under which it is made, re- 
spectfully referring the legislature for detailed exhibits of the 
financial operation of the government, to the several reports 
of the auditor ^neral; the canal commissioners ; the commis- 
■ioneri of the internal improvement fund, and the printed re- 
port of the State Treasurer, under the act of 30th March, 1811. 

That the report now submitted may be mofc n-adily com- 
prehended, I have caused tabular statements to be made out 
and appended to it, to which I beg leave to refer under the 
following heads : 

1st Amount of State debt, (See page 34.) 

2d. Amount of public property. 

2d. Receipts and expenditures of the fiscal year, ending 
the 31st October, 1839. 

4th. Receipts and expenditures of the fiscal year ending 
Slst of October, 1839. 

5th. Appropriations and balancesof appropriations unpaid 
the Slst October, 1839, with an estimate of the amount 
likely to be called for during the year, ending 31st of Octo- 
ber, 1840. 

By referring to statement marked A. you will find that the 
State debt amounts to $34,141,663 8'J lieing an increase 
over the debt of last year of |3,966,35S 83— much of this 
arose from the necessity of meeting debts contracted for and 
unpaid by the late administration. 

In acconlance with former practice I give also the amount 
of public property, viz: S3j,259,085 28. 'l*hisiiem under 
the head of public property is composed of bank, turnpike 
road, railroad, canal navigation and bridge stock, to which are 
added the appropriations to our public works, much of these 
■tocks as well as appropriations, will never be available to the 
commonwealth In the form of revenue, and hence will not 
go far to balance our State debt The loan of the 26th Jan- 
nary, 1839. amounting to 2l,'209,Ov was ^negotiated and 
applied as follows : $220,000 to pay the loan per act of 30th 
March, 1824, and $6 ! 0,5 10 was applied to a temporary loan 
made to pay interest on the 1st February, 1830. The bal- 
ance was applied to pay deficiencies in tho appropriations 
under the act of the t4th April,' 1838, and to deficiency in 
the internal improvement fund. 

The loan per act of the 9th of Februaiy, 1 839, for $ 1 ,280,- 
OOO was also negotiated and applied as directed in the act of as- 
sembly, except ^80,000, which was applicable to the Franks- 
town breach. Owing to the manner of the expenditure of 
the money in repairing said breach, the auditor general found 
it impoosible to audit said account without further legislattvo 
action ; of Che above sum, part is on deposit in the Girard 
Bank, and part in the Bank of Harrisburg. 

The loan of 27th March, 1839, for $470,000 was also 
procored and $380,000 applied to the redemption of the 
■lock certificate of the loan of 3Cth March, 1 624, and $90,000 
to the stock certificate of the loan of Ist May, 182^ 

By act of 27th June, 1839, the executive was authorized 
to procure a loan of $1,150,000, to meet the payment of 
temporary loans of 1836 and 1888 amounting to $ 1,000,000, 
and a stock loan of 1 1th March, 1895, payable the Ist Jan- 
uaiy, 1840, amounting to $130,000. 

By a provision of the above act, the holders of the certifi- 
cates of temporary loans had the option of converting them 
inU> permanent certificates. The holders of the above certi- 
Bcates availed themselves of this proviaioB, and took perma- 
nmit oertificatea of loan to the amount of $687,5L0 ; the 
halanc« of the above, $1,000,000, vis i $162,600, has not 
1, the holders not availing theosselTft of the 



^btfve pfoviiadby the belafioe of the loan^ Vix: $l(K^000is <m 



deposite in tho Bank of the United States to meet the poy^- 
ment on tho 1st of January, 1840. 

By tho 4th section of the above act the executive was au* 
thorized to borrow any sum that might lie neceRsary to meet 
any deficiency in the internal improvement fund, to pay in» 
terest on the I st of August last ; under this section, $2'JO,000 
was borrowed and remains unpaid. The temporary loan of 
$15 ',000 to iJay debts on the Gettysburg railroad, has not 
been negotiated. 

The loan per act 1 9th July, 1 839, was abio negotiated, and 
Sl,xOJ,' 00 was placed to the credit of the Treasury in the 
Dank of tho United States, and the Berks County Bank. — 
The balance of the above amount, with the sums on dcposite 
in the Girard Bank and the Harrisburg Bank and other small 
balances in the Treasury, makes up the amount on hand on 
the 3l8t October, 1839, viz: f\,337,\70 64 of the said sum 
there is applicable to construction and repairs of canals and 
railroads $1,280,000, leaving $57,170 04 to be applied to 
ordinary treasury purposes. 

Tho receipts on the canal and railroad tolls^ including mo- 
tive power, as estimated in the last report, are $1,230,000, 
they fell short of this amount about $13! »,000 owing no doubt 
to the depression in the money market, and the consequent 
failure in doing the business that was expected during tlie 
la.'t fall navigation, 'i he other items of revenue have gene- 
rally sustained the estimate, and some of them have exceed- 
ed it. I have this year estimated the tolls to amount to $1,- 
300,000, including motive power. I am induced to believe, 
that the amount will be realized notwithstanding the present 
derangement in our monetary afiairs. The Ohio and Penn- 
sylvania cross cut canal to Akron, will be in active operation 
in the spring ; this it is anticipated will throw much addi- 
tional freight on our main line. The canal to tide will also 
be open for navigation, which by giving an outlet for the coal 
and other products of the branches will add to our receipts, 
this item will rather exceed, than fall below the estimate — 
Tho other items of receipts on table marked B. being care- 
fully compared with the receipts of former years, I am in- 
duced to believe will bo sustained ; except bank dividends 
and tax on bank dividends, on these two last items it is im- 
possible to speak with certainty, and depends alone on the 
resumption of specie payments by the banks; if no resump- 
tion takes place, the law precludes the hanks from declaring 
dividends, and hence no taxwill be received. Acting on this 
view of the subject, and in accordance as he believed with 
the provision of the 2i th article of the 2d section of the act 
of 1824, the State Treasurer refused to receive the dividend 
declared in November last, and those declared in May, were 
required to be paid in specie, in accordance with the act of 
27th January, 1819; this may efiect the estimate to the 
amount of $200,000, increasing the deficit to that amount. 

By referring to statement marked C. you will find that, in 
making the estimate for the year ending the 31st of October, 
1840, the ordinary payments exceed the ordinary revenne, 
$1,01 6,887 97, which deficit as above stated may amount to 
$200,000 more on the contingency of the Banks not resum- 
ing. In this deficit is not included any sum for repairs, nor 
for any other objects connected with the improvemrat sys^ 
tem. 

With an annual deficit of $1,000,000 and upwards hi the 
ordinary receipts and expenditures, it is time the Legislature 
sbouM pause and examine how it is to be met The idea of 
borrowing this amount fit>m year to year, thereby yearly ed^ 
ing to the deficiency, I hope will not be entertained for one 
moment — ^the policy would be ruinous to individuals, it will 
be ruinous to the State. 

Our public debt is now about $34,000,000, about $30,p 
000,000 of which is bearing interest at five per cent. Thu 
would require annually $1,500,000 to pay interest; to which 
must be added $500,000 for annual repahs. and $100,000 
for collectors and lock-keepere, making $2,100,000. Te 
meet this, the tolls exclusive of motive power, have never 
been above $850,000. But say the tolls, for the succeeding 
year will amount to $1,100,000, which is above the amoont 
I have thought taft to estimate them, the deficiency will ha 
$1,000,000 ; if this amount k to be met by teXfttioii» it wi^ 
be proper that I riio^d, wader die eel ef Aesein% i bi ^ilt fi n 
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thii lepoft, saggMt aotne fnroper cAijccte on which fldd tax 
thoald rest I said, in a ibrmer icport, that it was a well 
known hid that the ancriruitiira] portion of the community 
enatains the whole of the expense for county purposes, and 
that justice, equity, and sound policy would say that they 
should hear none of this burden. The tax in many of the 
eiionties, for eountr purposes, amoonts to half a cent on the 
dollar. We have m this State, in bank, turnpike ro^ds and 
bridges, loan companies and insomnce companies^ stock to 
the amount of seventy millions of doHars ; and in moneys or 
interest on bonds, mortgages, and other securities, estimated 
to amount to fifty millions, bearing an inteiest of at least five 
per cent, making in the aggregate $120,000,000; this at a. 
tax of two and a half mills in the dollar (less than one halfl 
^that landed property now bears, would amount annually to 
ii3X)0,00U, and could be collftcted, as far , as stocks are con- 
cerned, through the agency of the companies, without ex- 
pense to the State. I would also recommend the repeal of 
that part of the tax on retailers' licenses which confines it to 
the sale of foreign merchandise, whiph instead of yielding, 
as now, from $60 to $70,000, would yield from $120,000 to 
$140,000 — increase, say sixty thousand dollars. On tavern 
licenses I wou*d recommend an increase of fifty per cent^ 
which would give an increased amount of $*'>0,000. I would 
also suggest the propriety of levying a tax in the form of 
commissions, and a per centage on the amount of sales in all 
brokerage and exchange offices, to the extent of their ability 
to pay, from which I believe $75 to $80,000 could be rai^sed; 
and if there was a fail ore to raise a revenue, it might have 
the wholesome eflect of abating the nuisance. I would also 
recommend a tax on pleasure carriages, from which $20 to 
$.25,000 conld be raised, thus : 

Tax on stocks, bonds, &c.. $300,000 

Retailers of foreign xncrchandisey 60,r>C0 

Tavern licenses, 50,000 

Brokers, &c., 80,000 

Pleamre carriages, 20,000 

$510,000 
In this mode, I believe a tax of $510,000 could be realis- 
ed, without adding to the burdens of the producing com- 
munity; and ahheugh our yeariy deficit is about $1,000,- 
000, yet with the annexed annual income, and the antici- 
pated hope that our canal and railroad tolls may, from year 
to year, increase. I would be disposed to rest at present I 
think that, with due regard to economy, which I fondly hope 
will prevail in the Legislature for some years to come, and 
with this annual extra addition to our means, that we may 
extricate ourselves from our present unfortunate financial 
difiScultiefl. If such is not the case, I have so much confi- 
dence in ihfi patriotism of the people, that they will submit 
to any reasonable imposition of tax, rather than see the pub- 
lic crodit violated. Very heavy additional annual expendi- 
tures have been added to the former payments of the Trea- 
•uiy withiii the last three or four' years, without providing 
any means to meet them. The most prominent aro the ap- 
propriations to common schools, to colleges, academies, and 
female seminaries. Our pension list is increasing, I lielicvo, 
fiur beyond its original intention of relieving the careworn 
soldier; the ludictaiy has increased fiir beyond former years ; 
and our local appropriations have become enormous ; to this 
edd the great increase in the expenses of the legislative depart- 
ment of the government 1 hese matters ought to engage 
tiifl most scrutinizing examination of the Legislature. 

There are a set of claims arising out of our improvement 
system, which bid fair to be very onerous ; and these claims 
are thrown for payment on our enfeebled Treasury. I allude 
to the claims made by rontiactors on our public works, for 
grievanoea. either real or imagined. It doHtroya ,the whole 
Ibrce and eflect of competition in biddmg for contracts, be- 
cause the contractor cares not how low he takes the contract, 
provided he has some assurance that the Legislatnrs will re- 
munerate tiim^ and whieh he hae strong assttranoe they will 
do, from the legislatioii of the last few yean on this stibject 
If the Legialatie will refer to an act paasrd the 6th of 
April, 1830, they will be ooavinood that it oontains ample 
IprevlsloBs to meet any case of real grievances ' 



The LegislalaTe will have to provide immediete means to 
meet the payment of interest on the 1st of February next, 
which will require something more than $600,<JOp. Thero 
are also $220,000 borrowed, to pay a deficiency in the in- 
terest in August last, which is payable on the 1st of Match 
next and wOl also have to be provided for. 

For the amount necessary to meet the repeits for the en- 
suing year, permit me to refer you to the report of the Canal 
Commissioneis. The report of the internal improvement 
fund will inform you of the deficiency in said fund to meet 
the interest on the public debt 

AH of which is respectfully submitted. 
Yours, respectfully, 

DANIEL STURGEON, 
State Treasurer. 

K8TI1IA.TKD RECEIPTS AND EXPERDITURfiB 

STATBIVS.NT B. 

E9h'mate9 ^Beeeipta and PaymenU at the Treantry %J 
Penn9ifhama,for the year ending'Sltt October^ 1840. 

RICF.1PT8. 

Loan per act of 19th July, 1S89, $854/)00 00 

Canal tolls, $675,000 00 

Railroad lolls, 350,000 00 

Motive power, 275,0P0 00 

1,300,000 00 

Auction commisnons^ 14,000 00 

Auction duties, 80.000 00 

Collateral inbcritanccs, 26,000 00 

Dividends on bank stock, 160,000 00 
Dividends on turnpike, bridge and navigation 

stock, 40,000 00 

Hawkers' and pedlars' licenses, 4/)00 00 

Iiand and land ofSce fees, 6.^00^ 00 

Fees of the Secret aiy's ofiice, S,600 00 

Fees of the Auditor GeneraFs oflSce, 75 00 

Pamphlet laws. 300 00 

Tax on bank dividends, li20,000 00 

Tax on certam offices, 5,000 00 

Tax on writs, drc, 25,* 06 00 

Tavern licenses, 60/){ 00 

Hetailors^ licenses. 70,000 00 

Tin and clock pedlers' Kcenaea, 400 00 

Tax on loan companiea, 3,000 00 

Colonial records, 3,000 00 

Premiums on bank charters, 100,000 00 

Old debts and miscellaneous, 10,000 00 



Balance on hand 3 1st Oct 1839, 



f2,9 14,276 00 
1,337,170 64 

$4,251,445 64 



PAXMXITTS. 

Loan per act of 11th April, 

1825, $,150,000 00 

Loan per act of 37th March, 

1889, 220,000 00 



$870,000 00 



Balance of appropriations for 

internal improvement pur* 

poses, « $2,042,078 16 

Expenses of motive power, 275,000 00 

To pa^iterest. salaries of toll 

collectors, lock-keepers, &c. 1,370,000 00 

$3,667,078 16 

Turnpike roads, State roads, and bridges^ 25,020 90 

Expenses of government, 320,000 00 

Convention, &.C , 15,000 00 

Militia expenses, 25,000 00 

Pensions and gratuities, 50,000 00 

Common schools, 400,000 00 

Colleges, academies, &c^ 55,000 90 

House of Refuge, 5,000 00 



IntsNst on loans not pertaining jto canals and 
lattroads^ 



90,000 00 



1840.] 



MI8CELI.ANB0U8. 



03 



Eastern penitentiary. 
Western penitentiary. 



$16,000 00 
7,500 00 



Convicts and fugitives, 

Geological surrey, 

Colonial Reconk, 

Premiums on silk, 

Pay of troops called into service byjproclama- 

tion of Governor Ritner, in December, 

1838, 
Deficiency relative to the payment of interest 

on pabtic loans, per resolutioa of 2d July, 

18S9. 
Miscellaneous, 



23,500 00 
2,500 00 

16,000 00 
3,500 00 
2,500 00 



40,000 00 



80,000 CO 
57,334 55 



Deduct amoant of 
Deficit, 



nceipt% 



#5,267,333 61 
4.251,445 64 

$1,015,887 97 



P STATBMSHT 0« 

Recapitolation of the appropriations and balances of ap- 
propriations unpaid Ist November, 1839, ivith an estimate of 
the amount likely to be called for during the year 1 840. 

Turnpike roads, |23,353 72 

State^oads, 800 00 

Bridges, 58,012 50 

Colleges, academies, dbe,, 462,237 71 

Common schools, 536,978 69 

Penitentiaries, 23,614 98 

MisceUaneous, 156,149 10 

#1^60,145 70 
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Of the Stale TWaeurer, rehHve to banke vhieh have de- 
clared dividende during the euepentien of specie pay- 
metUt, 

TaBisumT DsPAnTxiirT or Pa. 
28d January, 1840. 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the House 

of" 



Gentlemen: — ^In pursuance of your Resolution of the 22d 
January, 1840, leqiiiring ** a list of the banks of this Com- 
monvrealth that have declared dividends since the suspension 
of specie payments, stating the time when such dividends 
were declared, and the amount thereof^'' I have the honour to 
tmnsmit to you die annexed schedule and statement 

Very respectfully, 

Yours, dbc 

A. H. READ, Treasurer. 

•f Hot of banko that have declared dividendo tthee the ouo- 
penoion ofopecie paymento^ vrith the amount thereof: 



A. Wyoming Bank, div. dec 5th Nov. 
Carlisle Bank« do. do. 

ManuiacturexB' dc Mechanics do. 
Bank of Montgomery county, do. 
Farmers Bank of Bucks co., ^o. 
Bank of Chambenburg, do* 

A. Northampton Bank, do. 

B. Monongahela Bank of Brownsville, 
B. Honesdale Bank, do. 
B. Bank of Pittsburg, do. 
B. Franklin Bank of Washington, 

Farmers' Bank of Lancaster, 5th Nov. 
FarmeiB* Bank of Reading, do. 
Lebanon Bank, ' do. 

Lewistown Bank, do. 

KorthnmberUnd Bank, do. 

Whole tmottH^ 



1839, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
da 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



f 5,1 16 00 
7,995 40 

10,596 00 

10,462 20 
3,688 80 

J[,893 97 

T987 40 
5,040 00 
3,500 00 

85,681 00 
4,200 00 

12,454 75 
5,706 54 
3,514 00 

20,000 00 



Those banks marked A, have informed this department, 
that the dividends declared in November last, were condi* 
tional, and not to be paid until a full resumption of specie 
payments, or untU the Legislature authorize the payment 
under the circumstance of a partial suspension. 

Those banks marked B, have informedl^ this department, 
that they have not suspended specie payments. 

The Lewistown Bank declait^ a dividend in N<yvember 
last, but the department has no information as to the amount. 

The dividend declared by the Bank of Northumberland, 
was added to the capital stock of said Bank'. 
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Of the State Tretutirer, relative to moneys received from 
the Bank of the United States, 

Tbeasuht Departmxxt of Pa. 
23d January, 1840. 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the House 

of Representatives : 

Gentlemen :-^In compliance with the resolution of the 
House, of the 22d January, 1840, inquiring '*how much 
money has been received from the Dank of the United States, 
under the Act of 18th Februaiy, 1836, as payment to the 
Common School fund or otherwise, except on loan, desig- 
nating the amount of each payment and the time when re- 
ceived into this Treasury," I have the honour to traniniit the 
following statement 

Very respectfully, 

Yours, dec., • 

A. H. READ, Tieaainer. 
STATEMENT. 

Premium on charter of the Bank of the United Stales, 
received in the TVeasniy office of Pennsylvania, in the fol- 
lowing payments, viz : 

Received of the Bank of the United States, 

14th March, 1836, 



Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
6o. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



19th do. 
nth April, 
16th do. 



30th 
6th 
7th 
7th 
8th 
9th 
9th 

10th 



do. 
July, 

do. 
Aug. 

do. 

do. 
Oct. 

do. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



3d March, 1837, 



20th 
Slst 
10th 
1st 
20th 



do. 
do. 
April, 
May, 
do. 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Received first instalment for ^ 

Common Schools, 8th June, 1876, 
Do. 2d. do. 24th July, 1837, 

Do. 3d. do. 11th June, 1838, 

Do. 4th do. 4th June, 1839, 



$600,000 CO 

100,000 00 

100,000 00 

50,000 00 

150,000 00 

100,000 00 

88,000 00 

62,000 00 

100,000 00 

50,000 00 

60,000 00 

50,000 00 

50,000 00 

100,000 00 

160,000 00 

150,000 00 

50,000 00 

500,000 00 

100,000 00 
100,000 00 
100,000 00 
100,000 00 



Whole amount received, $2,900,000 00 



Oeneral Order. 

T^avy JDepartmentj Jan. 28, 1840.. 

As a mark of respect to the memory of ComraodoM Isaac 
Chauncey, one of the senior officers of the Navy, and Wmt' 
dent of the Board of Navy Comraisaionefs, who died at 
Washington on the 27th instant, the flags of the Navy Yadb^ 
stations, and vessels of the United States Navy, aro to be 
hoisted half test, and thirteen minote guns find H noen 
on the day after the receipt of this order. 

Officers of the Navy and Marino Corps will wear crape 
for thirty days. J. K. PAOT^DINO, 
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COMMERCE OF BOSTON. 



[PxBmuAir, 



Trom the Coarier. 
Commerce off BotCo 



1SS9. 



FOREIGN ARRIVALS. 



Ships and Bax^ 266: Brigs. 533; Schoonen»751 ; Galliots, 

2; Steamer, 1. 



American 906 

English 617 

Swedish 10 

Sicilian 7 

Dutch 4 

French 3 



Danish 2 

Hamburgh 2 

Bremen 1 

Spanish 1 



Valparaiso 2 

Montevideo 13 

Maldonada 1 

Pemambuco 7 



Total 1653 

In 1838 1313 

1837 1591 

1836 U&2 

1836 1302 



From the following Ports : 



Calcutta 

Manilla 

Batavia 

Canton 

Snraatn 

Singapore 

Java 

Padang 

Juggoo (Bengal) 

Cape Town 

Africa 

St Petersburg . . . 

Riga 

Konigsburg 

Gottenburg 

Studclttlm. • . n • • 

Gefie 

Hamburg 

Antwerp 

Amsteniam 

Rotterdam 

Liverpool 

Newcastle 

London 

Bristol 

Swansea... 

Bangor 

Newport 

Gltsgop 

Havre .......... 

Marseilles. 

Rochelle 

Malaga 

Cadiz 

Alicant 

St.Ube8 

Fayal 

Lanxerotte • 

Canary Islands . . . 
Cape de Venls . . 
Gibraltar 



Port Mahon 

Malta 

Leghorn.... 
Genoa ..... 

Naples 

MarsaU.... 



PalcnM 

IVieaCe 

Smyrna 

Coostaatinople • • f / • r • 
Sandwich Islfods ., ^ . . 

New Zealand 

Pahu 

Smi 

pffif^ri^.f 



f • 



15 
9 
4 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
2 

28 
1 
2 
16 
1 
1 
3 
2 
9 
7 

63 

10 
6 
3 
1 
2 
1 
2 
4 
4 
2 

22 
6 
8 
6 
4 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
7 
2 
1 
1 
2 
. 2 

13 
7 

17 
1 
2 
1 
1 
5 
9 



Mamcaibo 12 

Santa Martha 4 

Honduras 6 

Truxillo 1 

Laguna 1 

Tobasco 1 

Curacoa 2 

Surinam 16 

Nickerie 1 

Bonaire 1 

Martinique. 9 

Guadaioupe 4 

St Croix 6 

St Thomas 1 

PortoRico 29 

Qominica I 

Jamaica. 1 

Turkslsland 5 

Rum Key 4 

Eleuthera 3 

Bahama 1 

SallKey 1 

Bermuda 1 

Havana 105 

Matanzas 47 

Trinidad 31 

Mansanilla 18 

Cienfucgos 16 

StJago 9 

Cardenas 5 

Neuvitas 6 

Caimito 8 

Santa Cruz 2 

Mariel 1 

Xibara 3 

Cape Haytien 12 

Port au Prince 11 

Aux Cayes ......... . 11 

Jacmel 11 

Jeremie 7 

Gonaives 6 

St Domingo 2 

Windsor 187 

Sydney 79 

St John,N.B 71 

Digby 66 

Pietou 61 

Halibx 56 

Bridgeport 54 

Axgyle 41 

Yarmouth 30 

NewEdinburg 27 

StAndre^vs. 19 

Comberland.«&. 17 

St Johns, N.T 13 

Andapolis, N. S 9 

Lrverpool, N* B.^....* 6 

S^ Geofgey N. B^ • # . » 6 



Rio Grande . . 
Rio Janeiro . . 

Bahia 

Maianham. . . 

Para 

Paraiba. ..... 

Porto Cabello 



1 

4 
2 
2 
4 
1 
9 



Laguira 4 



Dorchester, N. 8. 

ParsboTo', N. S 

Shelburne, Douglas, 
Weymouth, and Bri- 
er island, 2 eich, . . . 

Arichat Corawallis, 
Mitgdalen island, 
Walton, Magaguad- 
avie, St Frands, Bar- 
rington ^ New Car- 
lisle, 1 each, 

Miquelon 



6 

n 

8 



8 
7 



COASTWISE ARRIVALS. 

Ships and Barks, 162 ; Brigs, 590; Schoonen^ 3»247 ; 

Sloops, 252. 

Total— 1839 .'. 4,281 

1838 4,018 

1837 4,000 

1836 3,944 

1835 .» 3,879 



Portland 164 

Bath 55 

Bangor 53 

Belfast 40 

Eastport 39 

Augusta 38 

Saco .37 

HalloweU 34 

Lubec 34 

Kennebunk 26 

Wiscasset 26 

Damariseotta 18 

Calais 17 

Hampd^ 16 

Mount Desert 16 

Frankfort .,. 16 

Brunswick '. 14 

Gardiner 14 

Tbomaston 12 

North Yarmouth 12 

Vinalbaven 8 

Castine 7 

Freeport 6 

Wells 6 

Deer Isle , 5 

Camden 5 

Machias 4 

Cranberry Island 4 

Bucksport, Bristol,York, 
Addison dc Dresden, 

3 each, 15 

Cherryfield, E. Machias, 
Bremen, Bowdoin* 
ham, Boothbay, New 
Cairtle, Jonesboro', 2 

each, 14 

Northport, Prospect, 
Harrington, Pittston, 
EUsworth, Woolwich, 
St George, Friend- 
ship and fiiedwick, 1 

eadi,. 9 

Dover .«< 98 

Portsmouth 77 

Rye 12 

Hampton 4 

Salem 99 

Nantucket 86 

NewBedfoid 78 

Newbuiyport 66 

Gloucester. 45 

Plymouth 21 

Edgartown 18 

Saliabaiy 18 

Provinoetown . . • .... 12 

Marblehaad,..., 10 



Duxbury 7 

Westport 6 

Wareham. 6 

Cohasset 4 

Barnstable, Truro, Fall 

River, Ipswich, 3 each 1 2 
Dennis, Seituate, Well- 
fleet, Hull, 2 each . . 8 
Holmes*s Hole, Dtgh- 
ton, Chatham, Quin- 
cy, Harwich, Hing- 
ham, 1 each. ;...... 6 

Providence 33 

Bristol 6 

Newport 5 

Hartford 71 

Norwich 20 

New Haven 12 

Stonington 7 

New London 2 

Middletown, Mystic, 

Chatham, 1 each. ... 3 

New York 743 

Albany 175 

Kingston 69 

Hudson 5 

Brookhaven 2 

Greenport 8 

Huntington, Cold 

Spring, Brooklyn, 1 

each 3 

Jersey dty 46 

Perth Araboy, Newark, 

Egg Harbour, 1 each 3 

Philadelphia 576 

Wilmington 18 

Morris River 4 

Delaware city 3 

Delaware Bay 1 

Bristol 1 

Baltimore 188 

Vienna 3 

Pott Deposit 2 

Wycanico .....•• X 

Cherrystone 1 

Alexandria 82 

Georgetown .. 11 

Richmond 110 

Fredericksburg ....... 65 

Norfolk 56 

Petersburg 17 

Rappahannock. . .^ • • . . 15 

Nansemond 6 

TappehannodL 4 

Nantiooke River 2 

YorkRtw 3 
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Black River, Piankf^ 
tunk, Chuckatuckelv 

Suflblk, 1 €ich 4 

Washington 63 

WUmington 21 

Elizabeth city 11 

Bath 9 

Newbem 7 

PlymooA 2 

Murfreeaboio 1 

Middlecon 1 

Charlei4on 44 

Georgetown 2 

Savannah. 30 



Jeffeieoo» Brunewickt 

Darien, 1 each 3 

6t.Joaepb8 12 

AjMlachicola 10 

StMarka 8 

St Augustine 7 

8t.Maiy8 2 

StJohne 2 

PenMoola 1 

MobU 42 

New Orleans 165 

AUakapas 22 

Franklin 1 

Natchez 5 



Burnt Fort 3 

The above contains such arrivals as are recorded on Mer- 
chants' Hall News Room Books. Inhere are some thousands 
of Wood and Lumber Coastera and Fish'ng VesKls which 
arrive annually, that are not included in the above Ust. 

IMPORT OF GRAIN. 



Corn 

New Orleans 274,886 

Savannah 3,140 

Charleston 3,500 

Ports in N.Carolina 40 J 64 
Fredericksburgh ... It 3,089 

Norfolk 96.823 

Richmond 22,863 

Rappahunnock .... 21 ,066 
Other porti in Va. 24,490 
Alexandria and 

Ge<»rgetown .... 59,778 

Baltimore 475,236 

PorU in Delaware , 47,791 

Philadelphia 201,701 

New York 231,390 

Albany 6,675 

Other ports in New 

York 11,000 

Ports ih Connecticut 200 

Man. 3,700 

New Hamp. 

Maine 



Rye. 
44 



2,063 



140 



Oats. Shorts. 



900 



4,290 



« 



8,191 2,847 
5,333 . 77,263 
1 4a''*' 48,698 
4,887 74,740 
27,404 87,868 
1,6-^5 30,182 

2,120 8,600 

60 3,700 

829 

1,597 99,223 



Total bushels.... 1,607,492 48.624 489,140 

In 1838. ... 1 ,574,038 1 02,473 443,657 

1837.... 125,436 86,391 405,173 

1816.... 1,672.251 45,(J54 351,197 

1835.... 948,115 23,649 354,113 

COTTON. 

From New Orleans 48,103 

Mobile 14,693 

Charleston 9,349 

Florida 9,186 

Savannah 6,306 

Natchez 3,798 

NewYoik 2,826 

Viigiiva 112 

North Carolina 38 

Connecticut 25 

Rhodelsland 25 

Total bales 94,361 

In 1838 96,636 

1837 82,684 

1886 82JB85 

1635 :. 80,709 

COAL. 

Tonair 
From Philadelphia ..../... 72,488 

Kuigston 11,889' 

Jeisey dty 6,156 

Other piseei. .^. 453 

Richmnnd 



4,400 
8,100 



1,893 
2,170 
4,800 
7.933 
14,559 
8,500 



400 



52,755 
49,082 
48,634 
30,742 
53,904 



Bodhrit. 



144,476 



In 1838 
18:17 
1836 
1835 



From Liveipool 

Newcastle . . . . 

Bristol 

Glasgow 

Swansea 

Antwerp 

Sydney 

Bridgeport . . . . 

Pictou 

St. John, N. B. 

Ualifiix 

Other places . . . 



71,364 

8U,567 
62,623 
75,722 

Tons. 

1,636 

3,357 

166 

456 

550 

15 



107,125 
109,275 
200,630 
212,105 

Chaldrons. 



Total 5,880 

In 1838 10,344 

1837 11,873 

FLOUR. 

From New York 153,450 

Albany..: 39.986 

Hudson 105 



13,066 

7,145 

3.915 

1,429 

494 

228 

26,277 
16,661 
39,691 



M 



U 



U 



U 



M 



II 



«l 



M 
14 
M 



« 



M 
M 



M 



Richmond 55,086 

Frederieksbttig 26,666 

Alexandria 14,0i5 

Petenburg 12,917 

Georgetown 6,347 

Norfolk 3,576 



193,541 



118,617 

Baltimore 61,093 

New Orleans, 47371 

Philadelphia 25,873 

Charleston 663 

Dehiware i;i91 

New Jerwy 20 

Connecticut..... 1,116 

Rhodelsland 430 

MasMchusetts 660 

New Hampshire 300 

Maine, 198 



Total Banels 451,667 

In 18.'8 379,704 

1887 !. 425,246 

1836 ..418,597 

18S6 406,516 

MOLASSES. 



Foreign . . 
Coastwise 



61,074 hhds. and tierces. 
18,473 « « a 



Total 1830... .r... 90^5 ^44^475 ^ « 



Total, 1839 79,546 

1838 72,267 

1837 65,660 

1786 •.. 62,235 

18S5 69,586 

NAVAL STORES. 

Tar, Tnipentine. 

From Washington, N. C 5,506 22,771 

Wihnington " 8,170 j»10 

Other jxiru in " 2,873 100 

Norlbflt 3,038 111 

NewYoik 1,136 1^04 

. Otberplaoes 492 

Total Uanels « 31,214 26,396 

In 1838 14,107 16,363 

. 1837 8739 24,191 

1836 19,13$ 33,145 

1834 31,435 41,710 
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From the Coarier. 
Gommcrco off Boston— •t889. 

FOREIGN ARRIVALS. 

8hip« and Barki, 266: Brigs. 533; Schooners, 761 ; GmllioU, 

2; Steamer^ 1. 

American 906 

English 617 

Swedish 10 



Sicilian 
Dutch. 
French 



7 
4 
3 



Danish 3 

Hamburgh 2 

Bremen 1 

Spani»h I 

Total 1553 

In 1838 1313 

1837 1591 



1836 
1835 



I4f«2 
1303 



From the following Ports: 



Calcutta 

Manilla 

Batavia 

Canton 

Sumaixa 

Singapore 

Java 

Padang 

Jttggoo (Bengal) 

Cape Town 

Africa 

St Petersburg . . . 

Riga 

KoDigsbnrg 

Gottenburg 

StueklMlm. • . ^ . . 

Gefie 

Hamburg 

Antwerp 

Amsterdam 

Rotterdam 

LiTerpoel 

Newcastle 

London 

Brirtol 

Swansea 

Bangor. 

Newport. 

Glasgow 

Havre 

Marseilles 

Rochelle 

Malaga 

Cadiz 

AUcant 

StUbes 

Fayal 

Lanzerotte 

Canary Islsnds.. 
Cape de Yerds . . 
Gibraltar 



PortMahon 

Malta 

L^faom. • • • 

Genoa 

Naples 

Marsda.*.. 



PtIenDo 

Trieste 

Smyrna 

Cawtantinople ..,/.,. 
Saodwieh Ufnds . , p . . 

New Zealand • 

Oah« 



t* 



15 
9 
4 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
2 
38 
1 
2 
16 
1 
1 
3 
2 
9 
7 
53 
10 
5 
3 
1 
8 
1 
3 
4 
4 
3 
23 
6 
3 
6 
4 
3 
1 
1 
8 
3 
1 
7 
3 
1 
1 
3 
. 3 
13 
7 
17 
1 
3 
1 
1 
5 

I 



Maracaibo 18 

Santa Martha 4 

Honduras 6 

Truxillo 1 

Laguna 1 

Tobasco 1 

Curacoa... 2 

Surinam 16 

Nickerie 1 

Bonaire • 1 

Martinique. 9 

Guadaloupe 4 

St Croix 6 

St Thomas 1 

Porto Rico 29 

Pominica «... I 

Jamaica 1 

Turkslsland 5 

Rum Key 4 

Eleuthera 3 

Bahama 1 

SaltKey 1 

Bermuda 1 

Havana 105 

Matanzas 47 

Trinidad 31 

Mansanilla 18 

Cienfucgos 16 

StJago 9 

Cardenas 5 

Neuvitas 6 

Caimito 3 

Santa Cruz 2 

Mariel 1 

Xibara 3 

Cape Haytien 12 

Port au Prince 11 

Auz Cayes 11 

Jacmel 11 

Jeremie 7 

Gonaives 6 

St Domingo 3 

Windsor 187 

Sydney 79 

StJohn,N.B 71 

Digby 66 

Rctou 61 

Halifiu 66 

Bridgeport 54 

Argyle 41 

Yarmouth 30 

NewEdinburg 27 

StAndrews. 19 

Combecland.^..*.... 17 

St Johns, N.T 13 

Andapolis, N. 8 9 

LiverpocMy N» S.^*...* 6 

S^ George, N.B,e.,., 6 



Valparaiflo . • 8 

Montevideo 13 

Maldonada 1 

Pemambuco... 7 

Rio Grande 1 

Rio Janeiro 4 

Bahia 3 

Maranham 3 

Para 4 

Pareiba 1 

Porto Cabello 9 

Laguira 4 



Dorchester, N. 8. 

Parsboro\ N. S 

Shelburne, Douglas, 
Weymouth, and Bri- 
er island, 2 eich, . . . 

Arichat, Comwallis, 
Mjgdalen island, 
Walton, Magaguad- 
avie, St Francis, Bar* 
rington ^ New Car- 
lisle, 1 each, 

Miipielon • . 



6 

3 



8 



8 
7 



COASTWISE ARRIVALS. 

Ships and Bailu, 162 ; Brigs, 590; 8choooei% 3,847 ; 

Sloops, 252. 

Total— 1839 .'. 4,251 

1838 4,018 

1837 4,000 

1836 3,944 

1835 .^ 3,879 



Portland 164 

Bath 55 

Bangor 53 

Belfast 40 

Eastport 39 

Augusta 38 

Saco 37 

HalloweU 34 

Lubee 34 

Kennebunk 26 

Wiflcasset 86 

Damaiiaootta 18 

Calais 17 

Hampd^ 16 

Mount Desert 16 

Frankfort .^. 16 

Brunswick 14 

Gardiner 14 

Thomaston 13 

North Yarmouth 12 

Vinalhaven 8 

Castine 7 

Freeport 6 

Wellfl 6 

Deer Isle 5 

Camden 5 

Machias 4 

Cranberry Island 4 

Bucksport,Bri8tol,York, 
Addison dc Dresden, 

3 each 15 

CherTy6cdd, E. Machias, 
Bremen, Bowdoin- 
ham* Boothbay, New 
Castle, Jonesboro', 8 

each, 14 

Nortl^Knt, Prospect, 
Harrington, PittsUm, 
EUsworth,Woolwich, 
St George, Friend- 
shin and Sedwick, 1 

eaoi,. 9 

Dover .4\ 98 

Portsmouth 77 

Rye 12 

Hampton 4 

Salem 99 

Nantucket 86 

NewBedford 78 

Newbuiypoit 56 

Gloucester 45 

Plymouth 81 

Edgartown 18 

SalMbmy 18 

Provincetown 18 

MaiUrhMd 10 



Duxbury 7 

Westport 6 

Wardiam 6 

Cohasset 4 

Barnstable, Truro, Fall 

River, Ipswich, 3 each 1 8 
Domis, Scituate, Well- 
fleet, Hull, 8 each . . 8 
Hohnes's Hole, Digfa- 
ton, Chatham, Quin- 
cy, Harwich, Hing- 
ham. 1 each. ....... 6 

Providence 33 

Bristol 6 

Newport 5 

Hartford 71 

Norwich 20 

New Haven 13 

Stonington 7 

New London 8 

Middlebown, Mystic, 

Chatham, 1 each. ... 8 

New York 743 

Albany 175 

Kingston 69 

Hudson 5 

Brookhaven 8 

Greenport 8 

Huntington, Cold 

Spring, Brooklyn, 1 

each 3 

Jerseycity 45 

Perth Amboy, Newark, 

Egg Harbour, 1 each S 

Philadelphia 676 

Wilmington ......... 18 

Morrb River. 4 

Delaware city 3 

Delaware Bay 1 

Bristol 1 

Baltimore. 188 

Yieima 3 

Port Deposit 8 

Wycanico 1 

Cherrystone • • 1 

Alexandria 83 

Georgetown 11 

Richmond 110 

Fredericksburg • 66 

Norfolk 56 

Petenibttrg 17 

Rappahannock. . .\. ... 15 

Nansemond 6 

Tay yfhu nn^wfk 4 

Nanticoke River 3 

YoikRivw 3 
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Black River, Pianbi- 
tunk, ChuckatuckeCy 

Suflblk, 1 Mch 4 

WftshingtoD 63 

WUroingtim 21 

EUzabethdtj 11 

Bath 9 

Newbem 7 

Plymouth 2 

Murfreeiboio 1 

Middlflton 1 

CharleOon 44 

Georgetown 2 

Savannah 30 



JefienoD* BrumwiGk, 

Darien, 1 each ..... 3 

St.Joiepba 13 

Apalachicola 10 

8tMaika 8 

St. AuguBtine ........ 7 

St^Maiys 2 

StJohna 2 

Pencacola 1 

Mobile 42 

New Orleans 165 

Atrakapaa 22 

Franklin 1 

Natchez 5 



Burnt Fort 3 | 

The above containa aoch arrivals as are recorded on Mer- 
chants' Hall News Room Books. Iliere are some thousands 
of Wood and Lumber Coasters and Fish'ng VeaseU which 
anive annually, that are not included in the above Ust. 

IMPORT OF GRAIN. 



Corn 

New Orleans 274,886 

Savannah 3,140 

Charleston 3,500 

Ports in N.Carolina 40 J 64 
FredericksbuTgh ... 1 1 3,089 

Norfolk 96.823 

Richmond 22,863 

Rappahunnock . . . . 21,066 
Other ports in Va. 24,490 
Alexandria and 
Georgetown .... .*?9,778 

Baltimore 475,236 

Ports in Delaware . 47,791 

Philadelphia 201,701 

New York 231,190 

Albany 6,678 

Other port! in New 

York 11,000 

Ports ih Connecticut 200 

Mass. 3,700 

New Hamp. 

Maine 



Rye. 
44 



2,063 



140 



Oats. Shorts. 



900 



4,290 



M 
M 



3,191 2,847 
6,338 . 77,263 
140^' 48,698 
4,887 74,740 
27,404 87,868 
lfi25 30,182 

2,120 8,600 

60 3,700 

829 

1,597 99,228 



Total bushels.... 1,607,492 48,624 439,140 

In 1838.... 1,574,039 102,478 443,657 

1837.... 125,436 86,391 405,173 

18.16.... 1,672.^51 45,U54 351,197 

1835.... 948,115 23,649 354,113 

COTTON. 

From New Orleans 48,103 

Mobile 14.693 

Charleston 9,')49 

Florida 9.186 

Savannah 6,306 

Natchez 3,798 

NewYoik 2,626 

Virgiiya 112 

North Carolina 38 

Connecticut 25 

Rhodelsland 26 



Total bales 94,361 

In 1838 96,6.36 

1637 82,684 

1836 82385 

1835 80,709 

COAL. 

Tonsir 
From Philadelphia .....'... 72,488 

Kingston 11,389' 

JAsey city 6,155 

Other placfls. ^ 453 

Bifhmnnd 



4,400 
8,100 



1,893 
2,170 
4,800 
7.933 
14,550 
8,500 



400 



52,755 
49,062 
48,634 
30,742 
53,904 



BcuAala. 



M4^76 



Toli41839 



In 1838 
18.17 
18:)6 
1835 



From Liverpool 

Newcastle .... 

Bristol 

Glasgow 

Swansea 

Antwerp 

Sydney 

Bridgeport . . . . 

Pictou 

St. John, N. B. 

Hali&z 

Other places . . , 



71,364 
8U,557 
62,023 
75,722 

Tons. 

1,636 

3,357 

166 

456 

550 

15 



107,125 
109,275 
200,630 
212,105 

Chaldrons. 



Total. 

In 1838 . . . 

1837... 



FLOUR. 



5,880 
10,344 
11,873 



13,066 

7,145 

3.915 

1,429 

494 

228 

26,277 
16,661 
29,691 



From New York 
** Albany . . ? 
<< Hudson... 



" Richmond .... 

** Frederieksbuig 

"* Alexandria . . . 

" Petersliurg . . . 

" Georgetown . . 

« Norfolk 



153,450 

39,986 

105 

55,086 
26,666 
14.0.'5 
12,917 
6,347 
3,676 



193,541 



" Baltimore 

'* New Orleans, . . 

<< Philadelphia.... 

" Cbarleaton 

** Delaware 

** New Jeraey . . . . 

" Connecticut .... 

*" Rhodelsland... 
Massachusetta . . 
New Hampahire 
Maine, 



M 



M 



118,617 

61,093 

47,871 

35,872 

663 

1,391 

20 

1,116 

430 

660 

200 

198 



To!al Barrels 45 1 ,667 

In 18-8 879,704 

1887 !.426,M6 

1836 416,597 

18S6 406,516 

MOLASSES. 



Foreign . . 

Coastwise 



61,074 hbda. and tteroes. 
18,472 •«••«* 



Total, 1839 79,546 

1838 72,267 

1837 65,660 

1786 •.. 62,235 

1835 69,585 

NAVAL STORES. 



Tar. Turpentine. 



FromWashmgton,N.C 5,506 

Wihnington " 8,170 

Other porum ** 2,873 

Norfolk 2(,038 

NewYoik 1,136 

. Other plaoea ,.. 492 



90^485 444^475 i « 



Total Barrels , 21,214 

In 1838 14,107 

, 1837 8,739 

1836 19,136 

1834 21,485 



32,771 
910 
100 
111 

1,504' 



25,396 
16,362 
34,191 
32.145 
41,710 
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CLEARANCES. 

Ships Sc Barques. Brigs. Schn. Sloops. Staamen. Total. 
Foreign, 194 456 730 U i 13S1 

Coastwise, 263 514 1355 170 1 2803 



457 



970 5585 irO 



2 



4184 



Of the foreign clearances there were— 



American 749 

Englifth 603 

Swedish 9 

Sicilian 6 

Danish 4 

Hambuiig 3 



Dutch.... 
French , . . 
Bremen . . 
Spanish .. 
Neapolitan 



Foreign. 

In 1838 1124.. 

1897 1381., 

1838 1326.. 

1835 1225.. 



Coastwise. 
. . . 2901 
. . . 2506 
. . 2927 
. . . 2900 



2 
3 
1 
1 
1 

1381 



A bill requiring the Banks to pay specie on the 15th Feb- 
ruary inst passed the House of Representatives of this 
State, and was aent to the Senate. The interest on the 
State loan due on the let inat., was not paid. It was how- 
ever paid on the 5th — several of the Banks having taken the 
loan. 

The following message from the Governor was sent to 
the Legislature. 

Oovcrnor's Slessage. 

To the Senate and Hotue of Bepreoentativeo of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

GciTTLEMaN — By the provieions of the act approved on 
the 23d ultimo, entitleJ ** an act to authorize a loan," the 
Governor is aathoriied to nei^otiaie a permanent loan for 
$b70,000« He is authorized to negotiate a temporary loan 
for the same sum in antidpatien of toe said permanent loan. 

As S6 JOyOOO of the sum authorized to be borrowed, is re- 

2 aired to eupply a deficit in the inienial improvement fund, 
vr the payment of interest this day doe, I directed the Sec- 
retary to the Commonwealth immediately on the approval 
of the said act, (on the ?3d ultimo,) to write to the Banks 
of Philadelphia, and the Harrtsburg Bank, inquiring of each 
of them whether they would agree to make a permanent 
or temporary loan of the Commonwealtli of six hundred 
thousand dolUra or any part thereof, upon the terms speci- 
fied in the said aet, the same to be plaood to her credit in the 
Bank of Pennsylvania on this day. 

Answers have been nsccived from'all the banks. The 
Bank of Pennsylvania proposes to lend on temporary loan 
4 100,000. Some of the others ofler to take proportional 
parts Ml certain contingeneies, and several others appear to 
manifest a desire to meet tfie contingencies, but have not 
the ability. Copies of the correspondence on the subject 
are herewith transmitted. 

It will be perceived that, not having the means so to do, 
the interest this day duv* the Commonwealth to her creditors 
IS unpaid a circumstance which the Executive, anxious as 
ke has been for maintaining unsullied the credit of the Com- 
monweaithy has been unable to avert I cannot too often 
or too impreasively urge upon the Legulatore the para- 
mount duty of maintaining at all hazards the public faith 
and credit. Whilst urging upon them the adoption of such 
wise and ludfidous enactments as may prevent the recur^ 
renoe inevitable from the revulsion growing out of the un- 
natural and exhatisted system of credit with which our 
bosineas community has been inflated, I beg leave torecom- 
mmd as the best altemattve which can present itself, the 
paaaage forthwith of a joint resolution authorizing the iotu- 
mg of State stock for the interest falling due thii day, to be 
deUvend to the hoMen of the stock for the amount due them 
tespeetively, ai an earueat of oar deterflodnation to make 
provisiDii as eoon as the neeeasaiy LegialalioB eaa he bad, 
10 meei the exigMicy cod ledcem the oedit of Ibe oommoo- 
itiilth< 



I trust I may be excuaed in this communication, for say- 
ing to the representatives of the people in the Legidatore, 
that whiUt they owe a duty to the wants and widiea of their 
immediate constituents, there is a paramount duty to the 
commonwcakh at large, to maintain its credit, to meet its 
engagements, and to prevent its character for good faith, 
from lieing sullied. No man, were he concern^ alone as 
an individual, would go further to fix an eariy day for the 
resumption of specie payments by the Hanks than I would, 
if by so doing, tlie desirable results would be produced -^ 
Butf placed ao lam, ao the Exfcntive of the* Cnmaun^ 
wealth, / feel bovnd to oay, re^ardleao of anjf detumeia* 
tion, rohich may be poured forth from any quarter^ that I 
believe if too vigoroua a eyot m ofmtaauree be adopted le 
coerce the payment of the liabilitiee oftfie banhe, mxani* 
ATKLT, the credit of the State mnat and vill be eeriwaoly 
and dioaatrovoly affected. Let an aaauranre be given to 
the public that at a certain and fixed day, within a reasona* 
ble time, such resumption will take place, and that it vrili 
be permanent. Let them understand that the indulgence to 
their debtors by the Banks, is rendered absolutely necessary 
by the existing pressure and the cumbrous public debt with 
wbieh the State is loaded, and no one can doutit, but that 
in a spirit of patriotic lilierality, they will waive the imme- 
diate exercise of a positive right, for the more certain and 
ultimate accomplishment of what we all so much desire. I 
refer to the message coinmunicafed to you at the cornroence* 
ment of the present session for my views in detail ; and, 
aware of the reaponsibility I have asRumed, T leave tlie sub- 
ject to the calm and reflecting consideration of the Legiala* 
ture. 

When I took upon me the duties of the atation assigned 
me, I assumed all its responsibilities also ; and, having never 
shrunk from the pflffermance of any duty, T have felt my- 
self imperatively called upon to make this commuracstion to 
you in the fullest confidence and belief, that the patriotbox 
and good aense of our common constituents will bear us out, 
in our honest and anxious endeavoura to extricate the State 
from the financial difficulties and embarrassments encoun- 
tered on entering upon the diecheige of our public du^ea. 

DAVID R. PORTER. 

February let, 1840. 



In the present No. will be found the first Annual Report 
of the Bank Commissioners of Ohio. It is an interesting 
document in the history of Banks and discloses soma curious 
facts. AU the-^ocuments referred to have not been received 
— we may hereafier insert them* 



Almond H. Read, has been decled Treasurer of the stale 
of Pennsylvania. 

A destructive fire occurred at Wiimingtoo N. C. on the 
I7th inst. Many buildings were destroyed, loss estimated at 
$300,000, uisurance $140,000. 



Between one and two millions of p r op e rty were dcttrpjed 
by fire at New York, including buildings and 
particulars in oiur next number. 



The Episcopal Church at WihniogiDii, Del. was also de- 
stroyed by fire. 

On die morning of the 1st, a snow storm commenced and 
covered the ground to the depth of eight or ten inchea. We 
have fine sleighing. 
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AccidcDtt. 

iJii of Steatnboat Accideutt ^n the Wtstern vat^frt, in 

., the year 1839, 

Tt is not claimed that the subjoined list is complete ; the 
tvtttcr merely kept a record nf sach acoidenty as met his eye 
in the fqipera ; which, however, were carefully examined, 
with a view of making it as accurate as possible. 

In February. — The Oswego struck a rock in the Ohio, 
near the mouth of the Kentucky, on her passage up fiom N. 
Orleans, and sunk. Boat and cargo lost * • 

The Victor was destroyed in the Ohio by ice. • 

Another boat, name not given, at about the same time wis 
bomt. 

The Pawnee, on bcr passage down the Mis«issippi, from 
St. Louis to New Orleans, got aground near the Grand 
Tower, After taking out her cargo, she swung round en a 
rock and sunk. Boat lost ^ 

. In March. — ^The Howard snagged on the Missouri, near 
St Charles. Lost. 

The Livingston struck a snag in Red River, on her pas- 
sago firom New Orleans to Shrcvcport Boat and cargo lost 

The Alice Maria, from Pcad river» snagged in the Missis- 
■ippl. Cargo saved — boat lost. 

The Shylock, on the Mississippi, injured by a rock, and 
run on shore. 

The Othello, bound up the Wabash, was run into on the 
Ohio, by the Peru, and sunk. Boat and cargo total lot's. 

The General Brady, snagged on the Mississippi, near Lou- 
tre Island. Part oi her cargo saved — boat lostt 

In April. — ^The Alert, snagged in the Missouri river, on 
bcr downward trip. Total loss. 

The Pennsylvania was burnt at the landing at Paducah, 
lofKkrd with cotton and spocic 

. In May.— The George Collier burst her cylinder on the 
Miiisis»ppi, eighty miles abo\-« New Orleans, killing 26, and 
scalding, more or less, 45 more. 

The (name not recollected) burnt on the Mississippi, 

fifteen miles above the mouth of the Ohio. Passcugcra and 
crew rescued by the North Star ; 2 drowned. 

The Buckeye burst her boilers on the Miiuissippi, iive miles 
above Randolph; six persons were killed by the explosion, 
ond several wounded. 

The Soutli Alabama, from .Shrcvcport to New Orleans, 
snagged on the Mississippi and sunk in two minutes to her 
boiler dock. Total loss. 

In Jiwe^-^The Macfarland, at Walnut Point, on tho Mis« 
aissippi, was run into by the Danube, and sunk in five mi- 
nutes in deep water. Two lives lost 

In July. — ^Thc Peru run aground on Cumberland bar, in 
flie Oluo ; the falling of the rtv«r caused her to break in two.. 
Cargo saved — boat lost 

The Sylph snagged in tlie Ohio, twenty miles below Ports* 
mouth ; sunk rapidly. Boat lost ; no great loss on cargo. 
, The Casket sunk in the Ohio, near the moutli ; no particu- 
li!rs given. 

. The Saltan snagged in the Mississippi, at Island No. 8, 
and sunk in ten feet water. Total loss, boat and cargo. 

In An^nst — The Ricnzi, on her downwarrl ])as;ago from 
6t Louis to New Orleans, struck a snng near the Grand 
Tower, and was run ashore and sunk, the watrr coming a 
U^ inches above her guards ; amount of damage not slated, 
but very heavy. 
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The W. L. Robeson snagged near the same place, on her 
downward trip ; sunk in ten feet water. Boat and cargo 
lost 

Ths Advdnturcr, burst a boiler near Van Buren, Arkan- 
sas ; one man killed. 

In ^cptenibcr. — The Corsican struck a log in the Missis- 
sippi, ten miles below Sclma, sunk in six feet water ; cargo 
damaged ; it was thought the boat could be raised. 

In October. — The Josiah Nichol struck a rock in tho Ohio, 
twenty miles below Shawnoetown, and sunk in four feet wa« 
ter. Boat a total loss. 

The Elk snagged in the Missouri river, eighty miles abovo 
the mouth; sunk in 17 feet water. Loss, boat and cargo. 

The Far West was run into near Bayou Samh, on the 
Mississippi, hy the Southerner, and sunk to her guards.*- 
C^rgo saved, boat lost. 

The Camden, heavily freighted, snagged on her downwani 
passage in the Missouri ri^*er, about eighty miles above the 
mouth, and sunk in cigl^t feet water. £ntiro loss. 

In November; — Tho Arrow, on her first trip down the 
MiftMssippi, struck a snag and sunk, after making her landing, 
in deep water, near Bayou Sarah ; a valuable freight, and 
$10,000 in specie, which, with tlic boat, was lost 

The Wilmington^ at Island No. 74, oni the Mississippi, 
burst her middle boiler, throwing the two outside .boilers 
overboard, killing six, and drowning and scalding twelve 
others. 

Iri December. — ^The North Star, with' a valuable cargo, 
struck tho wreck of another boat, at the mouth of the Lou- 
isville canal, and sunk in deep water. An entire loss, boat 
and cargo. 

I'he Trader, a small packet running between Plaqnemine 
and Opaloscs, was snagged and sunk in a few minutes in 
the Mis»i.«sippi. 

The Pizaro, burnt upon the Dry Dock at St Louis. 

The Knickerbocker, with a valuable freight, going down 
to New Orleans, snasged and sunk in the Mississippi, near 
the mouth of the Ohio, in 18 feet Water. An entire loss. 

The Bridgewater, on her downward trip from Vicksburg,* 
snngged and sunk in tho Mississippi, in deep water, near 
Fort Adams. Freighted with cotton ; total loss. 

'i'he Return, coming down the Yazoo, snagged and sunk 
in deep water. 

Thcf General Gaines snagged near the mouth of the Wa- 
bash, in the Ohio, and was afterwards rajiscd. 

Tho Danube snaggtMl in the Ohio, near the Three Sisters ; 
not much damaged. 

The Belle of Missouri, with gunpowder on board, caught 
fire in tho Mississippi, near Capo Girandeau, at a wood-yard^ 
and blew up ; tho passengers and crew escapirig. •« 

The sum total of losses is 40 : of this number, 33 were an 
ontire loss ; snagged 21 ; struck rocks, or<otiior obstacles, 7 ; 
burnt, 5 ; burst tticn- boilers, 4 ; run into by other boats, 3.— 
40. There were snagged on the lower Mississippi 1 1 ; on 
the Missouri 4 ; on tho Ohio 4 ; on the Ysxoo 1 ; on Rod 
Rfvcr 1. It is remarkable diat a majority of the boats were 
snagged on their downward trips. Lives lost, by bursting 
boilers, 39 ; by other causes, 6, Total, 45. Tho amount of 
proi>rrly destroyed in boats and their car,?ocs, is certainly not 
\v.M than a million of dollars. Of this, the heaviest burden 
appears to have fallen on St Louis. The number of lives 
liMt, (though doubtless the above is a very imperfect list,) 
id much below the averogc of several years past — Cih, Gaz, 
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Gentlemen of the Senate 

and House of Repretentativet : 

Aasetxibling again for the discharge of the high trusts dele- 
gated to ua by our fellow citizens, let us, whiie gratefully 
remeMibering past favours, look to the Dispenser of all good 
for a continuance of blessings, and for that wisdom, prudence, 
and energy which should ever characterize the course of pub- 
He servants. 

In proceeding U> the discharge of the duty enjoined by the 
constitution of giving the Legi^hiture information of the con- 
dition of ihe State, and recommending to their consideration 
such measures as may be judged expedient, permit me in the 
first place to cally our attention to the condition of our finances, 
referring you however, for particular and detail^ infor- 
mation upon the subject, to the report of the Treasurer. 

Increase of State Debt, 

It will be perceived that there has been a considerable 
augmentation within the past year, of (he State debt This, 
as you must be aware, has arisen from the extraordinary oc- 
currences upon our Northeastern frontier, and was provided 
for in the very liberal appropriations of the last Jjegblature. 
Whether the expenditure was a judicious and profitable one, 
jegarding the whole affair, as a matter of mere dollars and 
«ents, is a consideration that few, I presume, will be disposed 
to entertain. The honour as well as interests of the State 
was involved ; and the promptness, spirit and unanimity with 
which the case was met by the Legislature and by the peo- 
ple, was such, to say the least, as to command a warm and 
generous approsral throughout the Union ; and may I not 
add, can never cause a regret in the bosom of any rightmind- 
ed and true-hearted citizen. 

A large portion of the expenses incurred in the border dif- 
ficulties during the last year, will undoubtedly be refunded 
by the General Government ; provision for which, I trust, 
will bo made at the present session of Congress. This sum, 
together with about ninety thousand dollars, the proportion 
belonging to this Slate, of "the Massachusetts cUum," which, 
it is believed, has been allowed by the accounting officers of 
government, and is now awaiting an appropriation by Con- 
gress, will reduce the State debt to a small amount, and leave 
our financial affairs in an eaay condition. 

State Loan — Tax. 
Though the difficulties in the way of procuring the State 
loan to be taken up abroad, have proved to be insurmounta- 
ble, without paying an extravagant rate of interest, which I 
am persuaded would not have met your approval, the Treas- 
urer, nevertheless, informs me that he has been able, by 
means of loans from the Banks and individuals of our own 
State, to pay promptly the interest on the public debt an^ to 
provide generally for the necessities of the Treasury, with the 
exception of moneys due to the towns and the temporary 
loans of the Banks. That something ho^^ever, should now 
be done to defray the expenses of government and to answer 
the legitimate calls upon the Treasury, beside borrowing, is 
manifest Longer to depend upon this resource, would be 
as inconsistent with the true dignity of the State, as it would 
be impolitic in regard to ourselves and unjust to those who 
are to succeed us. I have therefore, no hesitation in recom- 
mending a renewal of the State tax. This was suspended 
at a time when extravagant notions prevailed in regard to the 
value and anticipated income of the public lands, and is now 
generally admitted to have been a mistaken and unwise poli- 
cy. Let us repair the error as far as we can. Let a Stale 
ta^ now be assessed for an amount sufficient, at least, to 
defray the expenses of government, anT to pay the interest 
on the State debt, af^er it shall have been reduced as before 
suggested. 

I am aware that an objection may be, as it heretofore has 
been, urged, that great chani'^ea have taken place since the 
valuation of 1830, and that therefore, a tax baaed upon that 
valuation would be unequal and unjust A proposition for 
a tax may always be met with objections of Uiis sort, in a 



yooDg and rapidly growing State, and snlject, m all prapeity 
Ms to constant fluctuation and change. Pmacifie and perfect 
•quality is at no time attainable. If you approach la neir tl 
as is practicable under existing circumstances, it is all that 
can reasonably be required of you. Our oonstituenta^ I am 
persuaded, will submit to it cheerfully. If they an toojoit 
to be onwilling to support a government instituted by mem- 
selves, and administered for then: benefit,- lo are they too pa- 
triotic not to be willing to submit to far greater flKrifioes ttun 
the assesement of this tax, unequal to some extent though it 
might be, when the good of the State requires it Besidca^ 
is it not worthy of consideration, that if a tax baaed upon the 
last valuation wauld operate more favourably to one poitiflia 
of the State than to othera, it would be to the yonnger and 
newly settled portion ; and this class of our population it haa 
always been the policy of the State to fnrter and encourage. 
And still further, may not Fome off-set for this ineqnalitT be 
found in the excess of representation in the Legislature which 
the older portions of the Stote enjoy over the younger. 

The diflkulty presented in this case, will very natsxaliy 
snggest the expediency of avoiding it in future, by canainf 
the valuation to be taken oflener than the periods now fixed 
by faiw. Once in five, indeed ef once in ten years, it aeeme 
to me, would be preferable, while the State is rapidly ad- 
vancing in wealth and population. 
• 

Insane Hospital, 

The appropriation for the Insane Hospital made at the bat 
session of the Legislature being exhausted, the work haa ooo- 
sequently been suspended. The coat of finishing the south 
wing and the centre, agreeably to the apparent design of the 
last Legislature, is estimated bj die Superintendent, at five 
thousand ^'four hundred dollars— and for finishing the nnrth 
wing, three thousand aix hundred dollara. If an appropria- 
tion be made for either object, another appropriation, periup^ 
will be needed to furnish suitably the part thna oompletod, 
and to defray the expenses incident to getting the institation 
into operation. In this event, also, it will be neceesaiy to 
make some provision for the appointment of offioei% and le 
adopt some permanent system of government for the inetito- 
tion. 

Geological Survey^ 

The omisdon to make an appropriation at the last aeasion 
for a continuance of the geological survey of the State, I 
trust may be regarded rather as a temporaiy sospcnsion of 
the survey, than a final abandonment of it Aaide fiom the 
public benefits anticipated from so trifling an expenditure, it 
would seem, to be but just to those portions of the State thus 
far neglected, that the survey should, at some time, beresBm> 
ed. The time of re-commenoement is not very important, 
and should of course be determined by the c9ndition of Uie 
Treasury. 



Militi 



a. 



t)n the subject of the MiUtia, I do not propose to make 
any suggestions in addition to those contained in my message 
of January last My views, then fully expressed, remaiB 
unchanged. Permit me, however, to refer* yon to some val- 
uable suggestions upon this subject in the accompanying 
report of the Adjutant General. 

JSgriculture and Education* 

In regard also to the important interests of agriculture and 
education, I would respectfully refer you to my communica- 
tion to the Legislature of last year, having nothing new to 
add upon these subjects. 

Judiciary, 

I feel constrained to repeat a former recommendation in 
regard to an additional Judge to the Supreme JoAcial Comt 
The experience of another year has only tended to fiwtify 
and confirm the reasons then advanced. 

The Commissioners appointed to revise the laws of the 
State, have, with the termination of the year, brought their 
aiduoua and important laboius to a dose. Ilieir lepw^ 
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which is hofore you, will undoubledly receive that careful 
mod Uhonoua sttentipn which its mag^nitude and deep inter- 
«t to the State reqaire. 

The duty of practising a rigid economy at all times, is ob- 
nooi; but especially is it incumbent on us in the present 
exhausted condition of the Treasury— and when the neces- 
aaiy supplies, for the present at letot, must probably be ob- 
tained by a resort to taxation. 

Small Notet, 

^ The act of March 91, 1835, restraining the enussion and 
careulation of bank bills of a small denomination was sus- 
pended for the period of two years, by an act passed March 
8, 1838. The term of suspension being soon to expire, the 
flubject will require your further consideratioa at the present 
ion. 



Currency. 



^ 



The subject of the currency is one of general and absorb- 
ing interest, and indeed may be said to affect, more or less, 
the business and interests of every man in the community. 
And however we may difier as to the best means of securing 
A sound currency, all will agree, that an unsound or unstable^ 
aae, is a corse to any countiy in which it exists. How it 
has been in our own country we all know from bitter expe- 
lienoa. The wonderfully rapid transitions from abundant 
plenty to extreme scarcity, tluit we have so frequently wit- 
nessed, producing a corresponding change in the value and 
price of property, while they astound those who are uniniti- 
•led in the mysteries of banking, are ruinous to the regular 
businesi and pursuits of alL And what else can rationally 
be expected ? When bank bills constitute the cunoncy of a 
eoontiy, and il rests in the decision of a few individuals, who 
wn not directly amenaUe to the public, and who are actuated 
by like motives and passions, and governed by like interests 
^nth other men, whether money shall be plenty or scarce, it 
would be unreasonable to expect to be exempt from constant 
if not ruinous fluctuations. I would not be unjust to banks 
any more than I would to individuals. If they have rights, 
let them be scrupulously respected. If they are under obli- 
gations let their performance be rigidly enacted. Without 
thopeforo seeking to destroy, I would contend for such a reg- 
olation and control of them as to prevent, if possible, a recur- 
aeneo of the evila alluded to. They should not have the 
power, as they now have, incidentally, by the natural opera- 
tion and effect of banking, to exclude all specie from circula- 
Ika and to force an entire, and often a depreciated, paper 
eonency upon the community. A portion, at least, of the 
cmency shotild be beyond their control and emphatically in 
Ihe hands of the people. Then notwithstanding a sudden 
contraction of loans and a reduction of their circulation by 
the banks, the community will not be left destitute of a cir- 
culating medium, nor the streams of business neariy dried up. 
One mode of effecting this, to some extent at lead, is to 
prohibit ihe issue and circulation of bank bills of a small de- 
nomination. When these are withdrawn, the channels of 
dreitftfion immediately become filled with silver and gold ; 
and the dreulation oi^oe established, continues and becomes 
permanent from the very nature of the case and the necessi- 
ties of business. So lar as my knowledge extends, this was 
the operation of the restr^ning law of 1835, and was only 
interrupted by the suspension of specie payments by the 
banks. Prior to that event there was no want of silver. The 
small bills disf^peared and their place was auppUed with spe- 
cie, by a process so gentie that the change was scarcely per- 
ceptible while going on, and affected no interests in the 
community, not even those of the banks themselves, but for 
good. That such would bo the effect again, under similar 
circumstances, I have no doubt. With these views, thero 
fore, I cannot hesitate to recommend a renewed attempt, now 
or hereafter, as may be deemed best, to e0fect the design of 
the law alluded to. No laws, however, can be eflectually 
executed unleA sustained by public opinion, especially one 
ef this eharacter. Whether therefore the present is, or \n 
pol» the best time to attempt its revival — whether it should. 



at firrt, embrace so many bills of a small denomination— or 
whether all its provisions are judiciously adapted to the end 
proposed, are questions which your own experience, and the 
knowledge you bring with you from all parts of the State, of 
the views and wishes of the people, will enable you to deajf 
satisfactorily. 

Sub Ti'eatnr^ 

In general I have not deemed it expedient in my c o mm tt- 
nications to the Legislature, to discuss political questions, 
however important they might he, when they had no direct 
connexion with the business legitimately coming before you 
—and it is without an intended departure from this rule, that 
I allude, by way of fortifying the views just expressed, to the 
prospect that an important change is about to be effected in 
the financial operations of the General Government, and con- 
sequently, though indirectly, in the currency of the country. 
" The Independent 1'reasury system," judging from the elec- 
tions and other strong indications, after an opposition, able, 
long continued and fierce, seems, happily, to have received 
the approbation of the people, and is probably about to be 
adopiMl as the established policy of the country. This con- 
templates, by a gradual -change from the present system, a 
payment of all dues to the National Government in silver and 
gold. The disbursements of the government being also to 
be made in the same currency, will infuse a larger portion of 
the precious metals into the circulating medium, and thus 
afford essential aid to those States disposed to restrain the is- 
sue and circulation of small bills, in carrying into effect laws 
enacted for that purpose. If, in addition to this, we consider 
that our own banks will undoubtedly adhere to their hon- 
ourable and commendable policy of maintaining specie pay- 
ments, there can be no reason to doubt, that specie may be 
cisily and abundanUy obtained by the people to supply the 
place of small bills. 

^orthea$terti Boundary, 

The long pending question in relation to our Northeastern 
Boundary, is still open and unadjusted, though we have rea- 
son, perhaps, for believing, that it has made some advances 
during the past year. We have had a renewed expression 
of opinion on the part of the General Government that the 
territory in dispute is a part of the State of Maine — an in- 
dication of a determination to discharge, in good faith, the 
doty of that government to this State, of maintaining the in- 
tegrity of its territory — and a national sanctbn of the military 
demonstrations made by this State in February and March 
last. It is also well understood now by all parties, that how- 
ever patient and forbearing Maine will be while honest and 
earnest attempts are being made to run the line and definitely 
settie the question, she will not submit longer to be deprived 
of her territory by such a system of vexatious and unjustifi- 
able procrastination as has heretofore been practised ; and 
that the question must be settled speedily, in some way or 
other, if hostilities would be avoided. This is gaining some- 
thing. When parties are fully aware of the precise position 
they occupy, the next step taken by them will be taken un- 
derstandingly, whatever else may he said of it. .^gain, the 
occurrences of last winter served to awaken the attention of 
the country to the momentous importance of the question, 
and to induce such an examination of it as to result in a 
strong and universal conviction, that the pretence of claim 
set up by Great Britain to the disputed territory, is palpably 
unfounded and unjust, and can be persevered in, only, 
through an utter disregard of the phtin and unambiguous 
terms of the treaty of 1 783. 

Soon after the termination of your session in March last, 
a proposition was made b/ the British Government to the 
government at Washington, for establishing a commission 
for the purpose of cf ploration and survey, but it was connect- 
ed with such limitations and conditions, as, it is understood, 
caused an immediate rejection of it by the President. After 
whieh, and believed to be as early as July last, a counter 
project was submitted to the British Government, to which, 
as we learn by the late message of the President, no reply 
has yet been receiTed. 

Pending this negotiation, it seems, the British Government 
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has deemed it expedient to make an exploration of the dis- 
puted territory by commissioners sent out for that purpoac — 
the alleged object being, to obtain topographical information, 
&Ct as a means of promoting an early and just determination 
of the question in dispute These commissioners have com- 
pleted the exploration, and returned to England to report to 
their government. What that report is to be, or what is to 
be the eUect of it, renudns to be seen. The courtesy due 
from one government to another, requires as, perhaps, to be- 
lieve, that the real and avowed design arc the same, and that 
this survey has been undertaken really for the acquisition of 
inibrmation, and not for mere purposes of delay. At all 
events, a short time will determine. As the commissioners 
may b& expected to have reached England about the first of 
January, there will be ample time before the termination of 
your present session, supposing it to be of the usual length, 
for the British Government to avail itself of its additional' in- 
formation, and to communicate with the government of the 
United States, in reply to the counter proj^osition submitted 
many months ago. If such communication should not be 
made within the time anticipated, I think yon may fairly re- 
gard the British Government as having relumed to its old 
practice of procrastination, and will be justified in adopting 
more vigorous and determined measures than have ever here- 
tofore been a^ptcd, to secure to this State both her property 
and jurisdiction in her lawful territory ; unless the necessity 
for such a course should be obvbtcd by the action of the 
General Government. What those measures should be, may 
properly be left to future consideration. I need not say, that, 
in all your efforts to secure to Maine her just rights, you may 
depend upon my hearty co operation. 

In giving you information of the doings of this govern- 
ment, in relation to the dit^utod territory since the adjourn- 
ment of tlie Jjegislaturc in March last, permit me to refer to 
certain resolves passed the twcn^-tliird of that month. In 
one of them it is resolved as follows, to wit : — '* that, when 
he [the Governor] shall be satisfied eiUicr by the declarations 
of the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick or otherwise, 
that the latter has abandoned all intention of occupying the 
territory with a military force, and of attempting the expul- 
sion of our party — that, then, the exigency which called forth 
the militia having ceased, the Governor be, and he hereby is 
I authorized to withdraw the same, leaving the land agent with 
a sufiicient posse, armed or unarmed, as the case may 
quire, to carry said resolve into effect," 



re- 



service, both officers and privates, with but few exception!^ 
conducted in a manner, in the highest degree creditable ijit 
themselves and to the State. 

In further compliance with the resolve of the 2Sd of March, 
the Land Agent, with a sufficient armed posse, remained in 
the territory after the withdrawal of the troops. For a par- 
ticular account of his proceedings, I must refer you to his 
report herewith transmitted. It seems that during most of 
the time he has had in the serN'ice about two hundred men. 
That they have not been idle, will appear, I think, by look- 
ing at what they have accomplished. In addition to the la- 
bour expended in fijmi^ng tolerably substantial fortifications 
erected upon the Aroostook, with two large blockhouses aad 
similar buildings at tho mouth of Fish river, they have made 
over one hundred miles of road tlurough the heart of the wil- 
derness — all of it being suitable for travelling with carriages 
and for the transportation of heavy loads. Booms have also 
been extended across tlie Aroostook and Fish riven, of the 
most substantial character, and much valuable timber there- 
by saved. On the whole, though the expenses have been 
necessarily great, it is believed that the true interests of the 
State have been promoted by the course pursued by the land 
agent and those who have been associated with him. 

Early in the fall, complaint was made to me that the 
Land Agent of Massachusetts was granting permits to pexv 
sons residing in the province of New Brunswick, and others, 
to cut timber upon lands contiguous to, and lying upon both 
sides of the Aroo:3took river. And it was represented that 
if such practice was to be persevered in, it would be impos- 
sible to execute the laws and resolves of Hie state in relation 
to the prevention of trespasses upon the public land^. The 
evils before experienced from this cause, and those appre- 
hended, were represented as numerous ; and among others, 
that these permits were used by many as a mere cover lor 
depredations upon tho lands of this state. Under these cir> 
cumstances I felt constrained to address tho Land Agent of 
this state, advising that the utmost rightful power should be 
exerted on his part, to counteract the designs of these per- 
sons ; — and that he notify them, that if they persevered in 
their attempts, the Legislature would probably adopt some 
regulations in regard to the use of our public streams which 
would render the lumbering operations of but little avail to 
those engaged in them. The Land Agent conformed to thiji 
advice, and I am happy to state my belief^ that no more per- 
niitB w^ere subsequcndy granted, and that most of the persons 



Soon after the adoption of this resolution, I received tho who had previously obtained permits, abandoned the design 



written assent of the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick 
to the following proposition made to him by Major General 
Scott, to wit : — ** that, it ts not the intention of the Lieuten- 
ant Governor of Her Britannic Majesty's Province of New 
Brunswick, under the expected renewal of ncgotiutions l)e- 
iwecn the cabinets of London and Washington on the sub- 
ject of the said disputed territory, without renewed instructions 



of operating under them. A few, however, did not, and 
whether any measures should be adopted in relation to them, 
carrying out the suggestion before made, it is for you to judge. 
The views which I have presented in this communication, 
upon the subject of tho boundary, were those entertained in- 
dependently of what is now on ascertained fact, to wit : that 
our territory is actually invaded, and of course arc to be mpdi- 



to that effect from his government, to seek to take military ; fied by that circumstance. Offici^il uiformation of that fiict 
possession of that territory, or to seek by. military force to wns received by me a few days fince, while on my way to 
pxpcl the armed civil posse or the troops of Maine." this place, in a reply to the Lieutenant Governor of the pro- 

It appearing to mo that the precise contingency contcm- vincc of New Brunswick to a letter of inquiry addressed to 
plated by the Legislature had occurred, I could not hesitate I him by rayFclf in relation to this subject. It is admitted tliat 
to recall tho troops. Any other course, it seemed to me, one or two companies of British troops have l>een stationed 



would be not only incurring needless expense, but disregard- 
ing the express directions of the Legislature. Nor was the 
step taken witli any reluctance, as one, in the slightest de- 
gree derogatory to the honour of the State. We had never 
attempted or professed to tske military possession of the ter- 
ritory. A recurrence to the resolves of the 24th of January 
and the 20th of February, will show, that the object was to 
arrest trespassers and protect our property from devastation ; 



at Tcmiscouata lake, but it is alleged by the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor to have been done, not by his own onl/prs, but by the 
authorities of Lower Canada. This moveraeiit, I cannot but 
regard, under whatever branch of British authprity, or on 
whatever pretence it may have been made, not only as a vio- 
lation of the spirit of the arrangement agreed upon in March 
last, but as clearly an invasion of our territory'. Under \hcso 
circumstances I deemed it to be my duty immediately to 



and of the last, particularly, to resist a threat of expulsion ' conftnunicate the facts to the President of tlio T^nited States, 
from the territory by the Lieutenant Governor of the Pro- ! with other, tliough less officiol informotion received, o( the 
vincc of New Brunswick. The withdrawing the troops, | building of barracks by the British Govenuncnt on both sides 
therefore, was in no sense, on obandonment of any position | of the Sr. John's, neor the mouth of Madawaska river, which 
taken by this Stale. ITic troops maintained their ground, I did, cal1ing'*Qnicinlly for that action on the part of the Gene- 
while Uie exigency which called them out remained — when ral Government vvliich the case required and the Constitution 
that ceased they retired. For a more detailed account of mil- 1 and Iaw3 of the United States clcacly cnioined. A copy of 
itaiy operations, I. refer you to the accompanying report of this communication to the President, and the correspondence 
the Adjutant General. I cannot, however, j)crmit this oj*- l)etwcen the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick and 
-port unity to pnsa without Mvin*^ that the militia colled into myself are herewith laid l>efore you. 
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Difficulty with the State of Geor^a, 

I ought not, perhaps, to close this communication without 
adverting to a difficulty between the state of Georgia and 
this state, growing out of a demand, made by the late Gover- 
nor of Gewgia upon Governors Dunlap and Kent, to deliver 
up Iwo citizens charged with the abduction of a slave from 
that state, and which persons, it was alleged hod fled from 
justice ; and the refiisal to deKver them up upon grounds 
deemed by the then Governors of this state to be constitu- 
tional and satisfactory. The proceedings of the Legislature 
of Goorgia having been, at me request of the Governor of 
that state, laid before the Legislature of this state, and the 
latter having taken no action thereon, referring the whole 
matter to the Executive, the Qovemor of Georgia thereupon 
}n bis message to the Leg^ature holds the foljiowing language : 

** The conduct of the Legislature of Maine and the prc- 
yious conduct of Governor Dunlap and Governor Kent, prove 
conclusive^, that the opposition to the institution of slavery 
is so great among the people of that state, that their public 
authorities are pre^tntod from obeying the injunctions of the 
Constitution of the United States, when required to deliver 
Qp fugitives from justice charged with the crime of violating 
the rights of property in slaves. This state must therefore 
protect by its own authority, the rights of its citizens in slave 
property, against the disposition of the people of Maine to 
violate them. For this purpose you will be justified in de- 
claring by law, that all citizens of Maine who may come 
within the jurudiction of this state, on boaid of any vessels, 
as owners, officers, or mariners, shall be considered as doing 
so with the intent to commit the crime of seducing negro 
slaves from Uieir owners, and be dealt with accordingly by 
the oflieen of justice." 

Coming to us in a less offieial character, but few, I think, 
would regard this proposition as serious. Be that however, 
as it may, if there was the least probability that such a mea- 
sure could succeed in the Legislature of Georgia, some coun- 
ter action on our part might, perhaps, be necessary. But I 
am sure it cannot prevail. The proposition so deariy violates 
the Constitution of the United States, and ii so subversive, 
not only of the plainest principles of law, but of common 
flense an4 common justice, that the intelligent Legislature of 
that distinguxshed and gallant state will never sanction it. 
The late Governor of Georgia and my predecessors, though 
not agreeing in their construction of the Constitution in re- 
gard to the rdarivo rights and obligations of the states, yet 
diiier, principally, upon a question of a fiict, to wit .' whether 
the peiBOns demuided, were or were not fugitives from jus- 
tice. For the decbion of this question the Constitution has 
establLdied no tribunal ; and Maine, in claiming an equal 
right with Georgia, to examine and determine it, believes that 
she is not only not violating the Constitution, but is planting 
herself upon the great doctrine of state rights. Upon a ques- 
tion of this sort, then, where there is found to exist an honest 
diflerence of opinion, sure it would be worse than folly to 
array dio citizens of the respective states in hostile attitude, 
and to regard large classes of the citizens, indiscriminately, of 
one state, as only bent on the commission of crime when 
entering the ierritofy of the other. There is no reason why 
Maine and Georgia, though widely separated upon the map 
of the country, sboultf not be nearly allied in mutual respect, 
interest and kind offices. The state of public feeling in 
Maine has been entirely misconceived by the late Governor 
of Georgia. If there are any among us who are disposed to 
interfere with the domestic institutions of Georgia, or any 
other state, i^ violation of law, or who are disposed to ob- 
struct the public authorities in the strictest pi^ormance of 
the constitutional obligation to deliver up fugitives from jus- 
tice, be the offence what it may, the number is extremely 
limited. I am pe|;suadc»d that the presrnt apparent feeling in 
our sister state will soon yield to juster views ; and that no 
root of bitterness will be perm'ttcd to spring up .between the 
two states, tending permanently to affect the peaceful and 
friendly relations that ought ever to subsist between the dif- 
ferent members of our great confederacy, and which, I am 
oonfidentt the citizens of this state are disposed assiduously 
and sincerely to cultivate. 



I shall communicate with yon further, by special message, 
OS circumstances may require, during the progress of the ses- 
sion-^a session, which I hope may prove to be both pleasant 
to yourselves and abundantly promotive of the best interest^ 
of the state. 

JOHN FAIRFIELD, • 

CoiTirciL dltAHBsa, 



Januaiy 3, 1840 



•• 



Commerce and Re%*enwe of Botton, — ^Thc number o' 
foreign arrivals from January 1, to December 31, 1839, was 
1653L The number of foreign arrivals from January I, to 
December 31,1 838, was 1313. Increase of foreign furivals, 
240. The number of foreign clearances from January 1, 
to December 31, 1839, was 1389. The numlier of foreign 
i^leanmccs from January 1, to December 31, 1838, was 
1132. Increase of foreign clearances, 257. 

Revenue. 

First quarter, 1 839 $562,9 1 5 27 

Second** " 875,130 69 

Third " •• 1,281,748 99 

Founts ** *' estimated at . , 522,374 00 



$3,242,168 95 

First quarter, 1838 ^84,300 59 

Second " «* 465,765 84 

Third ** " 949,466 09 

Fourth " " .,.., 652,865 88 



$2,548,398 4'J 
Increase of revenue, ....»...,,.. 693,770 6^ 

Amount of debentures paid, during the year 

1839 383,235 3^ 

Amount of bounty paid on sugar refined in 

Boston, during the year 1839, 170,174 OQ 

Amount of bounty paid on domestic spirits ex- 
ported from Bosfon during the year 1839, 7,467 04 

Amount of debentures jpaid during the year 

1838, : 367,067 60 

Amount of bouhty paid on sugar refined, dur- 
ing the year 1838 , f'f" 125,692 00 

Amount of bounty paid on domestic spirits^ 

exported during the year 1 838, 4,460 1^ 

IMomin^r Poot^ 

Climate of Texa*.-^We perceive in the Cincinnati Cbrox 
nide a meterologtcal table, stating the indications of the ther« 
mometer at Colorado city, lat. 30^ N. from June to Majch* 
1838. The following is the mean temperature of the dif? 
ferent months : 

June, - - . - 84.{23 

'July, - - - • 81^6 

August, .... 80.b6 

September, - - - 71.79 . 

October, - - - - 65.90 

November, - - - 52JZ(^ 

December, - - - . 46.93 

January, ... 53.^5 

February, - - - - 5273 

During the whole nine montlis, the mercury icU below the 

freezing point, (32) only oh 1 1 days, and never rose abovo 

85 — seldom reaching higher than 78. 

- *- - - - — 

Important Decition in Iliinoit. — ^The Circuit Court, at 
its late session held at Galena, has decided that an uniuitora]« 
ized foreigner haa no right to vote under the constitution of 
thfs state. The action was bn>ught bv H. H. Houghton, of 
the Galena Gazette, against Thomas Sprngginf;, and founded 
upon the 2dd section of the Act regulating elections. At 
the Angust election of 1838, in the precinct of Gakna, 
Spraggins was judge of the elrction, and as such, permitted 
an uuiiaturalizrid foreigner to vote, knowing that be had. not 
baofi naturalized according to the laws of the United States, 
Spn^:gins was fined one hundred dollare and to pay tho 
costs. He has appealed to the Supreme Court, and it is 
hoped that they will decide upon it at their December term. 

[Prairie Beacon, 
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ATmUAL BEPORT 

OF THE AUDITOA OF STATE, IN RELATION TO THE CONDITION OF THE FINANCES QF OHIO. 



AUDITOR OF STATE'S OFnCE,> 
CoLcif sui, December 9, 1839. > 
TV the B9n9ttr*able €r€nerai ^nemblg : 

GiVTLBM Bx — ^The foUowing stataiiient ezhibite to yoa the liabilitiei of the state, «• far u I have been aUe to oomiale 
tbmxk, from the itatemente famUhed by the Fund Commiarionen and the books of diis department. 

JNO. BROUGH, Auditor of State. 
STATEMENT. 



1836. 
1886. 
1827. 



X828. 



1880. 
1883, 
1836. 

M 
M 
U 

« 
« 

u 

)8d8. 

* 

U 
M 

fl 
M 

1889. 

M 
«C 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
41 

a 

41 

a 

44 
41 
44 
41 
M 
U 
44 



By whom taken. 



John Rathbum, Jr. die E. Lord, . . . 

J. J. Astor, L. Cass, J. Ratfabwn, Jn db R. L. Lord, 

Savings Bank, New Yoik, Prime^ Ward, King, db Co., 
W. W. Woobey, E. Chaunocnr, M. Lawler, Hale dc 
Davidson, B. Tevis, T. Biddte, 6. Biyan, B. dc I 
BohliBn, J. R. Baker dt Son, C. H. Baker dc Co. 

Prime, Ward, King & Co., L. Curtis, 6. Newbold, J 
Peridns, J. Lbyd, Farmers' Firs Insurance and Loan 
Company, F. A. Trs^, W. 6. Bncknor, W. W 
Woobey, J. J. Astor, Thomas Biddle, 

Prime, Ward, King dc Co., dt W. G. Bocknor, 

Prime, Wanl db ^ng, 

David Crottse, • . • 

Bank of Muskingum, - • ~ - 

C.H.Russe]l, . 

T.W.Waid,. 

Prime, Ward db King, 

C. Livingston dt P. C. Costar, 

John Robbins, - . • 

J. db N. Bobbins^ ... 

J. Canrnn, ... 

John Ward dc Co, ... 

Bank of Muskingum, 

'Bpfk of MfUfi^tta, ... 

P>iij>e, Wfri & King, - 

.U;9W99 BmoUng OoQi|»anir, . 

Ohio Life Insurance and Trust Coi9pe9j, 

X^ancaster Ohio Bank, - 

X^ommeidal Bank of Lake Erie, • 

Gustavus Swan, . . '. 

Notth American Trust and Banking ConiiMmy 

,0^ Life Inswance and Trust Oompany, 
do. do. dOb do. 

Lancaster Ohio Bank, ... 

Bank of Wooster, 

Commercial Bank of Lake Erie, 

Columbus Insurance Company, - 

Chelsea Bapk, ... 

Bank of Wooster 



North American Trust and 

Gustavus Swan, • 

S. Perking, •> r- 

Joel Buttles, 

Manhattan Compapy, - 

Canaan ^ Whitdiouse, 

W. H. Smith, 

W. W. Cochran, - 

T.B. Mabu, - 

Jane ChiU, 

Sylvia Campbell, 



Baiudng Company, 



Per 

cent 



6 
6 



6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
t 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
6 
6 
6 
6 

6 

a 

6 
j6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 



Amount 



400,000 
1,000,000 



1,300,000 



1,300,000 

600,000 

100,000 

30,000 

60.000 

86,000 

186,000 

140,000 

35,000 

33,000 

33,000 

36,000 

45,060 

36,000 

185,000 

700,000 

100,000 

1,000,000 

100,000 

100,000 

10,000 

600,000 

t50/)00 

360,000 

76,000 

100,000 

36,000 

300,000 

10,000 

10,000 

300,000 

60,000 

10,000 

10,000 

6,000 

15,000 

133 

7,000 

3,000 

600 

360 



When Reimbumhie. 



(9,060,873 



In New Toik after 1850. 
do. do. do. 



dom do. do. 



do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


1866. 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


dOb 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


da 


da 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


do. 


' do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


do. 


da 


do. 


da 


1860. 


do. 


da 


1856. 


do. 


da 


1890. 


do. 


do. 


1860. 


')At the 


pleasure 


) of the 


>. state after 1866, 


in New 


iYofk. 




- 


In New Toik after 1856. 


do. 


da 


do. 



All redeemable at the plea- 

>mm of the state after the 

3istday of Dec, 1856. 



The .anf U|d i|Di|ersst on the above amount payable semi-annually on the first day of January and July hi New 

YoHl, fM $637,653 38. 
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Scrip iuued U Bailrpad Campamet, 



Nama of Oomptny. 



MoDToeTillc and Stndiuk^ Citj RaUrocd ComiMUiy 
Mad Hirer uid Lake Erie do. do. 

Fairport and PainoariUe do. do. - 

Ohio Railroad Company, . • • 



Tha intermt on the Kaihoad acrip ia $13,410 00, payable in 
New York, aa above. 



Per 

oent. 



6 
6 
6 
6 



Amoont 



83,333 

134,000 

6,183 

60,000 



$233,616 



Whei^ nunbonaUe. 



RedeeBDable in New Yoiic, 1356. 
dOb do. do. 

do, do. do, 

do, do. da 



DomeatkDebt 



Viiginia Military School Fund, - 
United Statea do. do. 
Common School do. 

School Section aixteen, 
Conneeticoi Western Reaerre, • 
Section twenty-nine, 
Athena Unireiiity, 



$128,087 

117,081 

36,683 

803,060 

168,659 

6,916 

1^07 



89 7 
97 « 
94 2 
61 3 
00 8 
30 6 
39 



Amount of Surpiua Rerenue belonging to the foUowing 
countiea, and loaned by the Auditor of State to the 
Fimd Commitaionera of the itate of Ohio. 



#1,262,377 02 8 



Interest on the Domestic Debt, #76,142 62 



Amount of smptua rerenne borrowed from the following 

coonties. 



Tmmboll oomty, - 
Poitafe dob 
l^airm do. 



- #44,000 00 

7,000 00 

- 12,332 68 

#63,332 68 



Interest on the amount bonowed of counties, #8,799 96 



Mercer county, - 
Van Wert do. 
Lawrence do. - 
Highland do. 
Jackson do. - 



- #8,422 03 

2,S0r 34 

. 1 1,967 72 

13,766 83 6 

- 9,660 69 

#46,613 61 6 



Interest on the amount kianed by the Au- 
ditor of state, to the Canal Fund Com- 

- #2,790 81 



-_ 



Siik9cripti9n» atidpaymenU rs Turnpike Bcadf Canai and Slackwaitr ^avigatifk Cinpaniet, 



Name of Company. 



Amount 
Subscribed. 



Amount 
Paid. 



Amount 
Discounted. 



PenitfjiTanta and Ohio Canal Company, • • - 

Hamilton, RossriUs, SomerriUa, Newcomb and Eaton 

Turnpike Company - - . • - 

Cincinnati, Columbus and Wooster, ... 
Milford and ChilUoothe Turnpike Company, 
Cincinnati and Harrison do. do. • 

Cincinnati, Lebanon and Springfield Tun^iika Road Co. 
Cincinnati and Hamilton do. da 

SteubenTiile, Cadiz and Cambridge McAdamixed Road Ca 
Ohio Turnpike Con^pany, . . . • 

Batavia Turnpike and Waad Bridge Company, 
Urbana, Troy and Gbeenville Turnpike Company, 
Dayton, Centreville and Lebanon do. do. 
Goahen, Wilmington dt Columbus da 
Dayton and Springfield da 

Zanesville and Maysrille do. 

Colerain, Oxford ind Brodkrille da 
Hamilton, SpringfieM dc Carthage, da 
Rochester and Clarksrille do. 

RiplOT and Hilsboroufl^h, da 

Hamilton, Rossville, Darrtown, Oiford and FairhaTen 

TumpUte Company, - - . - 

Marietta and Newport Turnpike and Bridge Company, 
Great Miami Turnpike Company, 
Cindimati and Whitewater Canal Company, - 
Milan Canal Company, • • . • 



460,000 00 



da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 
da 



Add to iSbe aboTe, amount of subscriptions by the Goremor 

on the 2iid December, 1839. 
MiUbrd and ChUKcsothe Turnpike Company, 
Jellmon, South Charieston and Xenia Turnpike Ca - 



63,660 
79,300 

163,060 
86,060 

178,660 
42,000 
66,300 
66,000 
30,260 
30,000 
60,060 

102,726 
62,900 

292360 
70,300 
33,460 
62,400 
60,676 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 



69,660 00 
30.000 00 
63,660 00 
160,000 00 
26,000 00 



2,268,700 00 

8,960 00 
42,300 00 



#226,000 00 

49,926 00 
76300 00 

117,981 42 
86,060 00 

132,708 26 
37,702 68 
24,683 10 
39,048 04 
21,662 33 

82,104 21 
61,477 40 
34,421 90 
112378 66 
24333 00 
18,066 44 
28.310 26 
20,736 47 

14360 94 
10369 00 
13,412 60 



1,168,110 49 



#226,000 00 

3,726 00 

3,600 00 

46,068 66 

46,941 76 

4,297 42 

44316 80 

16,961 96 

8,687 67 

18346 79 
61347 60 
28,478 14) 
179371 34 
46,967 00 
16363 66 
24,089 76 
29,839 63 

45,099 06 
19,641 00 
40337 60 



rtiMidi 



.#tf3t9; 



960 00 



#f, 166,1 10 40 



1,100,689 61 

8,960 60 
42300 00 



#1461339 61 
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FINANCES or OHIO. 



[FSBBUAir, 



Recapitulation, 



Loans, &c. 



Amount. 



Permanent Loans, - - . . - 

Scrip issued to Railroads, .... 

Domestic Debt, ------ 

Surplus Revenue loaned by counties, . - « 

do. do. do. Auditor of state, 
Balance duo Canal, Slackwater and Turnpike Companies on 
subscription, .--... 

Total amount of Public Debt, ... 



$9,050,873 00 

223,515 00 

1,252,377 02 8 

63,332 C8 

46,543 51 5 

1,151,839 51 



1 1 ,788,450 73 3 



Interest 



$537,552 38 

18,410 00 

75,142 62 1 

3,799 96 

2,790 81 



632,696 77 I 



Where Paid. 



■«ta 



New York, 
do. do. 
8. Treasury, 
do. do. 
do. do. 



Total amount interaet 



From the above statements furnished bjf Ibe Fund Com- 
missioners, and taken from the books of this office, it will be 
seen that the state liabililies amount to eleven millions seven 
hundred and eighty eight thousand* four hundred and ilAy 
dollars seventy three cents three mills. From this must be 
deducted the amount paid by the Fund Comiuusioners to 
canal companies, not reported to' this office; amounting pro- 
bably, to about one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. I'here 
then remains to be added, the amount of the sinking fund 
loaned to, and invested in the canal fund ; whidi, (though it 
has not yet been computed under the act of lost winter) will 
probably swell the indebtedness to nearly, if not quite, twelve 
millions five hundred thousand dollars. A late sale of scrip 
has been made by the commissioners of two hundred and 
thirty thousand dollars, which will also remain to be added 
to the amount of ** permanent loons." 

It Is estimated that the completion of our public works 
will require the expenditure of three millions eight hundred 
thousand dollars, in the following proportions : 

Miami Canal extension, i $l,i>00,000 

Wabash and Erie Canal 1,000,000 

Walholding and Branches, 500,000 

Muskingum River, ^... 300,000 

Hocking Valley Canal, 200,OCO 

Soothem termination Ohio Canal, 300,000 



$2,800,000 



To provide this amount of funds, or even the .portion 
requisite to complete those works for which the faith of the 
state is pledged to the General Government and a sister state, 
by the sale of scrip in the eastern market, is a matter of groat 
uncertainty, if not imposnibility. I suggest to you the pro- 
priety when the extent of our further progress shall have 
oeen determined, of authorizing the proper authorities to is- 
sue the scrip of the state iu smaller amounts than they have 
heretofore done, in order to enable our own citizens of limited 
ineans to invest in them as a valuable security ; the interest 
to be made payable to the state treasury. If by this means 
the funds should be secured for prosecuting those works which 
inay not now bo suddenly stopped without immense loss to 
ihe state — and, what would be infinitely worse, a prostration 
6f her faith — the debt thereby contracted would assume a 
domestic form — the interest upon it would go to our own 
j^ple — and the heavy drain to the east for the purpose of 
|iieiymg interest, which is fast impoverishing the state, and 
adding tci the pecuniary embarrassments of our own people, 
would be prevented from accumulating, and eventually be 
gradually diminished. 

A suggestion of this character, I beg leave to add» has not 
its paternity in a desire to increase the public debt, or stay' 
the wholesome effects of the spiiiCtif retrenchment by hold- 
ing out n^ inducements to extravagance. The experiment 
has to encounter all the hazards of success ; and even if it 
were otherwise, the prudence, judgment and discretion of 
your honourable body are sufficient to set bounds to it The 
extent to which the public works shall be prosecuted is vest- 
ed entirely in yourselves, with that question I do not desire to 



interfere; my ambition is only to lend cten tlie most humble 
aid to the great purpose of preserving the faith, sustaining th* 
credit, and furthering the interests of the state. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOflN BROUGH, 

Auditor of States 



Commifisiou on Cotton at I^ivcrpool. 

To the editors of the New Orleans Bee : — 

At a Special General meeting of the American Chamber 
of Commerce, hekl at the office of the Secretary, the 29th 
of November, 1 839, called to oonsider a proposed change in 
the rate of commission on the sale of coUon. The following 
resolution was adopted, and ordered to be published in the 
Liverpool newspapers : 

" It appearing tliat many houses have been in tluj hahit of 
charging bank commission, in addition to the conomission on 
sale,, and the phamber consideiing such charge reasonable ; 

" It was resolved, Thft on and after the 1 st day of January, 
1840, a'bank commission of ^ per ccnL be generally charged 
in addition to the commission of 3 per cent, on the sale of 
cotton." 

By order of the Chamber, 

G. J. DUNCAN, Secretary. 

Exchange street Weet, 2rf. Dec, 1839. 

Gentlemen { — By desire of the American Chamber of 
C6mmerce, I beg to transmit to you the preceding resolution* 
passed at a general meeting of that body on the ^9th ultlmec 

I am yours, respectfully, 

G. J. DUNCAN, Secretary; 



A Large Family* — Mr. Peter Fenner, who died suddraly 
a few days ago, was eighty yearn of age at tho time of hii 
death, and has lefl a veiy numerous family ; the following 
will diow the aggregate number : 

.ChUdren, - - - - U 

Grand children, • • - 60 

Greatgrandchildren, - - « 24 

ToUl, - - - 95 

The deceased was sexton at a church in Race street, antf 
has faithfully fulfilled the injunction to " increase and mul*' 
tiply."— /'mA&'c Ledger. 



Cotifi Manufactures in Belgium: — The cotton manu* 
fkcturers of Flanders have recommended the passage of the 
following measures, to encourage the cotton manu&ctureis. 
1. A bounty on exportation. 2. Tho prohibition of all cot- 
ton manufactures. 3. The purchase, by the Government, 
of a certain* quantity of Belgian cotton mauu&cturns, to be 
exported at the risk of the Treasury, through the medium of 
one or more great mercantile houses. 
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1>atie» payable at ^ Boote.'' ^ 

Some time ainoe a letter was tddceoed by the proprietora 
of this paper to Jes. N. Barker, Eiq., tho Comptroller of the 
TroMuiy, making inquiries whether goods imported into 
New York on account of Philadelphia merchants, when our 
navigation is impeded, could not bo bonded in this city, thus 
saving trouble and expense to them. To this letter Mr. 
Barker has returned the following reply. — ^A*. ^American, 

TUKASURT DCPAIITXKSIT,' 

First CorHplroIIer'a OfficP. 
January 27, 1840. 

Gentlemen t — ^I duly received your letter of the Sd instant, 
in which you reil^ to the uncertainty of access during the 
winter months to the port of Philadelphia, and the conse- 
quent necessity impoaed upon the merchants there of usin^ 
the packets from Europe to New York at that season for the 
Importation of such articles of merchandise as are urgently 
needed. 

In view of these ctvcamstanoes, it would seem that such 
importations are at present greatly embarrassed by the refusal 
of the collector at New York to receive the bonds of the im- 
porter at Philadelphia, although secured in a way entirely 
acceptable to the collector at that poit, in consequence of 
which it becomes necessary to employ and pay a commission 
home in New iTork for the completion of the entry— and 
you submit the questions. 

I. Is this required by law, or Is it a practice adopted ca- 
priciously by the collecton at New Yoik 1 

II. If the former, would there be any objections to a modi- 
fication so as to enable the merchants of Philadelphia to 
secure the duties at that port, and allow the merehandise to 
be entered on a certificate fW>m the collector there to that ef- 
fect, upon which die permit will be issued for the delivery in 
New York— 4he examinations to be made and the duties a^ 
certained at New York, monthly or quarterly returns of the 
respective amounts bemg made to the collector at PMIadel- 
phiat 

IIL If, on tho other hand, the present practice is not ne- 
c«uaril^ enjoined by the exuiting laws, would there be any in- 
convenience in a (jiange properly guarded, whieh will not 
he more than eompensated by the liiidlities it woold yield to 
Philadelphia and otilier ports for a fair participation in trade 
as eonvenicnoe may prompt^ especially as it would enable 
the merchants at Philadelphia to pay Uieir duties at home — 
and three being payable in a fixed currency, will be received 
in Philadelphia without depreciation or lo^s to the govern 
ment! 

1 o these questions, which appear to tf(nbr«ce the subject 
matter of vour letter, I have given an attentive consideration, 
and would beg, as the most satisfactory response I can ofier, 
10 inclose a co^y of a letter addreaaed to me when Collector 
at Philadelphia, by Mr. Secretary Inghaii, bearing date the 
29th of Januaiy, 1830, merely suggesting that taking the 
plan recommenTded, with the altenHons which die existing 
relations of the Treasttiy render expedient, as the basis of any 
arrangement of the sort contemplated, the details under which 
the facilities migh( be extended must be matters of mutnal 
and reciprocal agreftment between the ooUectora of the re- 
apective ports of Phffadelpfata and New York, or such others 
«f mij be enabled to assist in tfao promotion of your objects. 
I am, yours, dbc 

J. N. BARKER, Comptroller. 

The foH0#ing is the extract from the letter of Mr. Ingham 
aliuM to by Mr. Barker. 

. ** The law requires that the entry be made with the col- 
lector of thd district into which the merchandise Is {mported, 
and that bonda be given for the pMyoo^t of the duties to such 
eoUectov; but that as the bond is lo be given to the satisfac- 
tion of such collector, he ia entirely at liberty to take the 
bonds of merchants of another district, provided the princi- 
pals he residents and the sureties citizens of the United States. 

** I have also stated to the chairman, that there appeared 
to be no-di6ficulty in such cases, except in ascertaining the 
anffirismey of the parties to the bonds ; but that as lAieo^lcc' 
Vd.. 11,-14 



tore of Philadulpfaia and New York, would no doubt ha 
equally disposed to promote the general interest of commerce^ 
and to give all lawful and proper facilities to so highly respae- 
table a portion of the commerqjkl community, aa those who 
dejsire this accoqimodation, I presumed that an arrangement 
might be mode between you and the collector at New York, 
by which that difficulty woold be removed, and the djeet 
eAccted without serious inconvenience to any. The bonds 
might be depo^iiied for collection in the Bank of the United 
States at Philadelphia on behalf of the collector at New York. 

**I would recommend to you and the collector at N. York, 
to enter into such a:mngement ; }^d seeing no insecurity to 
thn revenue nor any other public disadvantage that can re- 
sult from it, I address this communication to you for that 
purpose. I will write by. this mail to the collector at New 
York, and will thank you to correspond with him on the 
subject. 

** The simplest mode thatoccun to me for effecting the do* 
sired object i« this ; after the merchant at Philadelphia has 
estimated the account of the duties accruing on his importa- 
tion into New York, he will execute the usual bond w.th 
sufficient sureties to the collector at New York, and present 
it to you, who on being satisfied with the sufiiciency, will so 
certify upon it to the collector of New York. You would 
of course adop^ the same rules, and eiereise the same discre- 
tion as in regard to bonds taken in the business of your own 
district It might also be well that you should keep a note 
of the bonds which you may thus certify, and give advice of 
them to the collector of New York. Signed, 

** 8. D. InoRAir, 
" Secrctaiy of the Treasury." 

On pages 141-142 will be fdund the case of the ship Ten- 
nessee, which was cast aw%y in May, 1839, upon the Florida 
Reefs, and carried into Key West In this case, the collec- 
tor refused to deliver up the goods unless tho duties were 
paid or secured at that port Tho attorney of the U. States, 
Chas. Walker, £^. gave his opinion that under tiie act of 
May ?3, 1828, the duties could be secured in New Orleans, 
where the owner resided, tfnd that the collector was bound 
to deliver the goods upon the prioduction of a certificate that 
the duties were secured. , The collector still diflered in opin- 
ion with the attorney and the ease was submitted to the so- 
licitor of the Treasury whose decision we have not seen.— 
The attorney's opinion wiU be found on page 143. 



Catena I^ad Minet, — Galena, though 500 miles farther 
up, hatf an advantage over Potosi, the eltief one of the Mis- 
souri mining stations, it being on navigable water, while Po- 
tosi is 40 miles from the Mississippt. Galena is aflouiishing 
town, and contained in 1633 (1835) between 12 and 14 
hundred inhabitants. The richest mines are distant about 
4 or 5 miles from the village. The miiierdlt galena, is found 
lA vai ious widths—mostiy of the depth of 6 J or TO feet It 
m raised in lumps of all sixes, from half a pound weight to 
that of 150 lbs. There is littie foreign matter mixed with 
the ore, except some particles of blende, and a portion of the 
ochrey oxide of iron. The quantity of lead made in this re^ 
gion must hi very great, if an estimate may be formed from 
the number of steamboati which are constantly receiving 
cargoes of it, and fh>m the piles of the metals on the wharves. 

Chicago ^m, , 



OFFICIAL. 

D&PABTnKST or Statk. 
Authentic intelligence has been received at this Depart- 
ment that ^otiis of double width, forming two pieces, divided 
by a stripe woven with tiie cloth, were, for the space of six 
moaUis from the 1 2th of October last, to be a Imitted into the 
ports of the Mexican Republic, at the sanic rate of duty with 
like cloths of a tingle width; and that ai| such cloths then in 
that country, upon which dutiea had not been paid, were to 
enjoy Che aamc privik^. 
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ITEMS FROM GOVERNMBrTT DOGUMENTO. 



JfEMmvMmr, 



Itemi from GoTerament Docnmenlf, 

From TariotH documents presented to Congresi at the 
present Session, which we have just received (he following 
miaoeilaneoas items are derived, upon a cursory view — some 
<tf theaa documeaes will herraAer be printed in extensor 

IRON, Imfobtid for Railboass, Steamboats, &c, 
'*Jree of duty, or on w/iicA the duty ha9 been remitted 
nnee the Ut day of January, 1832 to June 30, 1839, to- 
gether with amount of dutiea, tohich ivould have actrued 
to the Oovemment, had the dutiee been re^larly charged 
thereon.* 

N. B. This document ako furnishes the names of indivi- 
duals or companies, by whom imported. 

<|VAirriTT AKD DCscEimosr. 

Paying 35 per cent |86,I44,19 

Bars for rails, splicing plates, &Cn cwt . . . 2,^36,4 1 8,2,02 

NaOa 209,676 

Chains 322,466 

Spikes and wedges 640,123 

Castings including chains 6,973,825 

Duties #3,697,440,10 

Ya: In Silem #7,930 70 

Boston 325,095 47 

Marblebead . . . 5,912 08 

New York.... 093,849 02 

Newark 19,630 61 

Perth Amboy . 22*629 07 
; Philadelphia . . 1,255,787 63 

BalUmore 326,067 67 

Norfolk 19,274 28 

Petersburg.... 83,7.19 68 

Richmond .... 44,562 1 1 

New Orleans.. 374,047 95 

Delaware 93,637 20 

Charleston.... 176,363 32 

Savannah 165,676 08 

Apa]acfaioo!a . . 3,448 23 

Total $3,597,445 10 

The Secretary observes: <*The amount of duties which 
have already accrued on such iron, and have been, or are to 
be remitted, appears to exceed the very large sum of three 
milUoiis and an half of dollan^ being in ftet, a donation, or 
Irea aubacription by the Geneiml Government to that amount 
diiefly in aid of rail roads." 

VUBIIC BXPSXBITCBBS, 1836 to 1838. 

For the Legislative and Executive departments, govem- 
BMit of tha Territoriea, Judiciary, Light-houses, District of 
Columbia, BGseeUaneoasL Intereouiae with Foreign Nations^ 
Mlfitaiy and Kaval Estabfishments, and Public debt— 

« In 1836, $17,673,141 56 

1836, 80,868,164 04 

1837, 37,266,037 15 

1838, 39,456,438 84 
of which the IbUowing items form a pscrt. 

Compensatioo and mileage to SenatoA. H. R. 

18o6, 109AA0 20 2024)16 20 

1836, 94,188 80 518,547 60 

1837, 96,627 20 474,678 00 

1838, 175,728 8J 661,717 60 

Contingent expenses of the Senate H. R. 

1935, 85,560 00 199,96 J 00 

18,6, 62.863 17 «00»0 »0 00 

1937, 57.702 60 •'-^6.0 00 

1638, 127,823 10 373,960 OU 






J^didaiy 1835, 405,069 62 

1886k 852,439 07 

1837, 899,708 32 

1838, 878,878 96 

Supporting and main- 
taining Ughtphouses. 1836, 235,056 70 

1836, 283.769 39 

1837, 271,366 36 

1838, 801,621 08 

The Mints including 
salaries, machinery, 
and the purchase cf 
eopper and build- 
ings 1836, 193,656 00 

1886, 836^600 00 

18'>7, 256,818 62 

1838, 140,910 00 

Building Custom- 
houses 1836, 363,639 44 

1836, 376,969 89 

1837, 174,600 00 

1838, 264,226 00 

Pay of the Army and 
subsistence of offi- 

t:eFB 1836,1,269,246 28 

1836, 1,229,086 94 
1837.1,050,916 08 
183ft, 1,702,002 78 

Pay and subsistence of 
the navy and naval 
constmcton. 1836,1,431,974 34 

1836, 1,860,376 26 

1837,2,284.046 93 

1888,2,166,240 06 

xxjFxarDiTVBX raoM 1789 to 1837, a an Losaxs bt 

niFAlCATIOSS. 

This document contains various tables in detdl, of which 
we can now only give the following summaries: 

1. In relation to diabuiaaments of the revanui of die United 
States, exdosive of p^raants on aoeoont of poUie debt 

and trust funds. p 

Number of defiuilten 
Irom 1789 to 1837, 2760 

Viz:inCivHlist, 244 
Military and 

Naval, 2,516 

Amount of de&lcation Civil, 898,023 69 
Military and Naval, 4,058,549 97 

Total of de&lcation, 4,966,673 66 

Aggregate amount of expenditure^ $520,062,676 M 

Ratio of lose for $100 to aggregate ex- 

peiMlitnre .26 

Loss per head employed in dvfl deparl- 

ment $3,680 

Military and Naval 1,618 

$1795 

2. In relation to the Rovenoe of tha United Sialco dsiived 
from eoatoms, internal revenue, direct tax and aales of polb- 
Ik lands, fiom 4di March, 1789 to 4th Maidi, 1837. 

Loas by eoDeetoia of eostons 1,198^988 81 

Intenial wvemie^ 

and direct tax. 442,265 76 
Rercivenofpab- 
liclands 397,304 U 

$2/1^8,649 81 
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REPORT OF THB WmorOBB OF THE OHIO PENITENTIARY. 



un 



Namber of de&ultan. . 

do 

do 




Losperhetd.. $13,781 

do ],8«0 

do 14,716 



$5,737 



8. Public money loit by using Buikft«8depocitoriei,and le- 

oeiving their notet in p«yinent of public duet, from 1769 
to 18 1 2. None appearing. 

1813 to 1836, tm estimated by Tzeasmy Do* 

portment $6,474,722 

do. by Committee of 
Ways and Means 34,874,732 

4. Post Office Department In 1636, bebg the last asoei^ 

tained year. 

Number «aqpleyed.. . .. 11091 

Expenditure 3,017,726 

• Number of peiBona from 
whom balances are 
due 86 

Amount of balanoes con- 
sidered lost $11,566 86 

Number whose balances 
are considered collect- 
able 73 

Amount . . . .do 36,631 08 

5. Penons indebted and amount on Custom-house bonds. 

Number indebted from 1789 to 

1837 4242 

Whole loss $7^48,318 39 

Whole amount of duties collect* 

ed 694,172,034 86 

Ratio of loss to duties collected. .01 1 1 

ATonge loss per head $1,826 67 

SCAMBV nKoisTian nuaiira tbb tbam svoiko stnv 

80, 1639. 

Mitivea, ^oturaHzed, 

Maine 1063 6 

Nov Hampahin, . . . 161 , 1 

aiassacc* # # « • • ^ .  . » > woo. /^>.«^.«. w 

Rhode Island 340 

Connecticut 192 1 

New York 1,341 7 

Penn^lnmia 640 26 

Maryland 310 10 

Dis^ofCokimbia. 69 

Virginia 169 

North Carohna 94 

Alabama 20 

Lonisianna 27% 16 

Florida 29 



7653 
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ULia or »4]|ik«B« •■ uaaiLBss FiFin, 

143 Cases oonlsinlng 4,058 reams of damaged or uedeas^ 
which cost $26,083 25 were agreeably to the resolution of 
the House of RepiwentatiYea, shipped to New York with 
dirselioos to the coiMignee^ to di^Mse of them al the Qozt 
IVaAa aris^ in August, 1839. Finding that the paper was 
Mllfaig at a great sacrifice, 1,893 reams were bought ||| vA 
temain unsold. The nett proceeds of the %\W reams 
sold* after deducting chaigea, amonnted to $4^3C0,76« 



Report 

OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE OHIO PENITEN- 
TIARY. 

From the tables embodied in the report, we glean the ibl* 
lowing particulazs: 

Whole number of convicts in the Penitentiaiy, 486; of 
these there are natives of Pennsylvania, 90 ; New Yoric, 78| 
Ohio, 73; Virginia, 66; Maryland, 20; Foreign countries^ 
78; Connecticut, 12; Kentucky, 32; New Jersey, 10; and 
the balance is divided among the diflerent States of the 
Union. 

The number of convicts received into the prison this year 
is ir2, being an increase of 17, over the previous year. The 
terms of service of 85 wifl expire before the end of die «ii* 
suing year. There is 'but one whiie female convict, and die 
IB not a native of the State. 6ut two vdiite femides have 
been con6ned in the institution since its establishment— g 
fact that speaks volumes for our women. The whole number 
of convicts from Hamilton county, now in prison, is 164 ; of 
which four are for life, and three for twenty yean. The un* 
exfnred time of j«U the convicts now in prison, added op, ia 
about tm9 th^utand yeart^ making an average of about liar 
yean for each prisoner. 

The occupations of the convicts before convidMO were as 
follows: — Shoemaken, 46; laborers, 40; carpenters, 86 ( 
blacksmiths, 27 ; boatmen, 24 ; sailors, 18 ; no occupation, 
16; cooks, 16; tailors, 14: masons, 18; cabinet>maken^ 
carpeatere and teamsten, 6 eadi; stone-cuttere, saddlai% 
painten and barben, six each ; bakers, 7 ; pilots, clo(liiei% 
tannere and tobaoeonists, 6 each; bolehen and wagon- 
makers, 4 each; merchants, clerics and weaven^ 8 eadi; 
gardeners, chair-roaken, stocking weaven, plasterers, ship 
caulkers, stage driven, miUen, dirtillen, groesn, pedlai% phy- 
sicians, waiten and chamber-maid% 2 each; 1 printer J 1 
lawyer; 1 school-master; and 86 faimera. 

Each of the balance has been engaged in different brancfaei 
of the mechanic aitsi It will be seen that tlie number of 
larmen almost douUea that of any other trader whidi is 
mther singular. 

The convicts are employed as follovra: — ^Under con- 
tract—in making saddle trees, 79; making bridle bits, 
stirrups, irons, dtc., 38; making coach lace, 10; coopering, 
47 ; bucket and tub ftctory, 19 ; making shoes, 38 ; taUoring, 
26; making brooms, 15 ; caipenter work, 12. In employ- 
ment of the state— blacksmiths, 6 ; carpenters, 4 ; tailors, 9; 
shoemakers, 4 ; ooopen, 3 ; stene-cuttere and masons, 68 ; 
stone-breakeri, 14 ; wood chappers, 29 ; lumpers, 1 9 ; teanki 
stars, 6 ; cooks,baken and wasners, 13 ; waiten aadsfweep- 
ers, 6 ; aaaniatresses, 4 ; in the hospital, 25. 

The total cash receipts for the year, have been $SS,8 10 %%i^ 
while the total cash payaMits have been only $Skifi57 04$; 
leaving the eaniings of the past year over the expenses^ 
$20,037 06}. 

One fourth of the whole number of eonviets are young 
men not exceeding 21 years, some are under 16yeanof age; 
and two>4fairds do not exceed 30 years^ It ia akw noticed, 
that since the institution became a " profitable investment,** 
the terras of sentences have genenlly increased in length. 

The St»to has paid to the several counties, for th» Imna* 
portation of convicts, the sum of $14,629 83; being an 
average of $84 47 fog each convict 

TUs Warden thinks that they can be trenqiorted at a 
oheapsr rste, under bis direction, and su gg es t s «! altefation 
of the laws In this particular. 

ne health of the convicto have been generally good. But 
14 have died— a third less than last year, llie report re- 
commends that the young be separated from the old and 
baldened eiiminalsa— /)at7y ^emi. 



IvniA CoTTOw.— A Bombay P>P«r o^ Oetobsr 18Ai, re- 
eehed at this office, saja— ^< We undentand that the Court 
of Direeton have engaged tweKa Americans to proceed to 
this eooDtiy for the porpoee of impraring Aeenltivatioci and 
flleaning of Cotton, and that thsy may bo shortly expected 
to arrive in Borab^^— Jeiir. a/ Cem* 



The Attorney General of the Stato of Midiigan reports 
that there are forty-three banks in the 8late, against which 
proceedings have been institntcd to procure a diasohnkm 
of thsir corporate tights, and that thni^-four of thsis ones 
the public an aggragsto indebtedness of more than a miliiot 
and a half of dcfiara. 
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COMIHEBCE Ol^ THE UNITED STATES, 

Appended to Qnd Beport of the Secretiu^ of the Treesai^, which we have alreedy pabfiehed on pege 19. 

Import into the United State* from the Ut of October, 1789, to ZOth September, 1838. 





FROM 




« 














Nether- 










i 


OieetBritein 


France 


Spain 


lands and Sweden 


Denmax^ 


Pontugal 


China. 


Hanae 


end depen- 


and depen* 


and depen- 


dependen- db depei^- 


an J depen- 


and depen- 




Towns. 


>5 


dencies. 


dendee. 

•* 


dencies. 


cies. 


deneies. 


dencies. 


dencies. 


^ 





1795 


130,972,216 


$20,228,017 


|3,M2,446 


$3,690,615 $671,496 


$2,614,449 


$2,223,777 


$1,144^103 


$1,668^433 


1796 


41,127,346 


19,043,114 


3,863,366 


4,867,934| 761,323 


3,283,787 


2,178,326 


2,469,410 


2,176,466 


1797 


32,690,643 


18,072,927 


6,062,011 


6,618,249. 680,878 


2,759,516 


2,136,305 


2,3]I9,964 


2,755377 


1798 


23,763,241 


17,868,102 


9,447,490 


6/>38,209 


319,243 


1,343,206 


1,42),346 


2.^)9,304 


3,738,763 


1799 


87,211,919 


3,186,168 


14,476,929 


6,038,026 


662,499 


2,941,939 


1,314,984 


8,219,262 


6,926,611 


1800 


42,677,690 


^ 9,644,323 16,071,918 


7,182,627 


474,666 


1,37^,609 


1,295,736 


4,613,463 


4,996,976 


1801 


62,213,6:^2 


14,606,946 


16,240,314 


8,949^473 


646,036 


8,436,369 


1,418,434 


4,668,366 


« 4380,767 


1821 


29,277,938 


6,900,681 


9,663,728 


2,934,272 


1,369,869 


1,999,730 


746,423 


3,111,961 


990,166 


1822 


39,627,829 


7/169,842 


12,976,841 


2,708,162 


1,644,907 


2,536,406 


881,290 


l^M^JW 


1378,767 


1823 


84,072,678 


6,606,343 


14,233,690 


2,126.887 


1,603,060 


1,324,632 


633,i)36 


6,611,426 


1,961,026 


1824 


82,732,340 


8,12b,763 


16,577.166 


2,366,626 


1,101,760 


2,110,666 


601,722 


6,618,602 


2,527,630 


1826 


42,394,812 


11^36,681 


9,666,237 


2,266,378 


1,417,698 


1,539,692 


733,443 


7,533,116 


2,739,620 


1826 


82,212,366 


9,688,896 


9,623,420 


2,174,161 


1,292.182 


2,117,164 


766,203 


7,422,186 


2316,646 
1,638,668 


1827 


33,066.374 


9,448,662 


9,100,369 


1,722,070 


1,226,042 


2,S40;i71 


669,001 


3,617,183 


1828 


86,691,484 


10,287,606 


8,167,646 


1,990,431 


1,946,783 


2,874,069 


433,555 


6.339,108 


2,644382 


1829 


27,682,082 


9,616,970 


6,801,374 


1,617,334 


1,303,969 


2,086,177 


687,869 


4,680347 


^374376 


1830 


26,804,984 


8,240,886 


8,873,681 


1,366,766 


1,398,640 


1,671,218 


471,643 


3,878,141 


1373378 


1831 


47,966,717 


14,737,686 


11,701,201 


1,653,031 


1,120.780 


1,662,216 


397,650 


8.063:205 


3,493,801 


1832 


42,406,924 


12,764,616 


10.863,290 


2,368,474 


1,160,804 


1.182,708 


485,264 


5,344,907 


2365396 


1888 


43,086,866 


13,962,913 


13,431,207 


2,347,343 


1,200,899 


1,166,872 


656,137 


7,541,570 


2,227,726 


1884 


62,679,298 


17,667,246 


ld;627,464 


2,127,886 


1,126,541 


1,684,368 


699,122 


7392,327 


3,356,866 


1836 


66,949,307 


23,362,684 


16,617,140 


2,903,718 


1,316,508 


1,403,902 


1,125,713 


6,967,187 


3341343 


1836 


86,022,916 


37,036,!e36 


19,346,690 


3,661,614 


1,299,603 


1,874,340 


672,670 


7,324,816 


4394.820 


1837 


62,289,667 


22,497,817 


18,927,871 


3,370,828 


1,468,878 


1,266,906 


928,291 


8306,387 


6,642321 


1838 


49,061,181 


18,087,149 


16,971,394 


2,104,238 


900,790 


1,644,865 


725,068 


4,764366 


234736a. 



TABLE COHTTI^rV^D. 



FROM— Continued. 



I 



1796 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 

1821 
1822 
1828 
1824 
1826 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1884 
1886 
1836 
1837 
1836 



$1,166,716 
1,862,978 
1318,418 
1,067,152 
2374313 
1324,996 
1372,<)69 

1362,199 
3,307,323 
2,268,777 
2,209,663 
2iQfi7,110 
2,617,169 
2386,077 
2,788,862 
2,216396 
1,621399 
1,608328 
336I352 
2,772,550 
2,595.840 
2,896,246 
2,776,664 
23I6.II6 
1,898,396 



West Indies, 


Texas. 


generally. 




$86,186 


^^ 


13,050 


^a 


62398 


^ 


I6373 


— 


101397 


- 


26.937 


- 


4,7U 


• 


3,727 


.. 


1,690 


- 


7,123 


- 


188 


— 


9379 


- 


120 


— 


167 


-. 


1,860 


- 


3314 


- 


7386 


^ 


10,691 


— 


12,740 


v^ • 


4,460 


•- 


2,183 • 


$163384 


217 


166,718 



Mexico. 



Colombia. Central 
Ameriea. 



BraziL 



Argentine 
Republic 



$4,044,647^ 
3,916,198 
5331367 
4314,268 
5326,761 
6,236341 
6,166,745 
4393,594 
6,452,616 
8.066,068 
9,490,446 
6,616319 
6364v002 
3,500,709: 
i 



 f 


- 


m 


- 


- 


- 


^. 




$1,837360 


$56,789 


2379,724 


204,27d 


1,660346 


961,342 


1,464366 


204,770 


1,265310 


3U,Qai 


1,120,095 


302,863 


1,207,154 


196,604 


1339,182 


266316 


1.524,622 


267,776 


1,727,188 


170,968 


1,662,764 


216^460 


l,696,«d0 


196.304 


1,567346 


163,402 


1,616,849 


166,614 



$605,126 
1,486367 
1,214,610 
2374,119 
2,156,707 
2,166378 
2,060,971 
3,097,752 
2396,467 
2,491,460 
2,376,829 
3,690,646 
6,069,693 
4,729,968 
6374,46« 
7,210,109 
4.991393 
8yl91,888 



$749,771 

622,769 

6O366 

317,466 

1,431383 

028,103 

1360,171 

1,877,117 

1,480^116 

678,618 

1363303 

989.442 

1,010,908 



ChilL 



$229309 
629,949 
184»693 
761,868 
il6,116 
182,566 
413,766 
804,628 
334.180 
767300 
817386 
811)487 

1,180466 
842386 
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TABLE CO.'fTINlJED. 









INTO 








Ymok 


Maine. 


New 
Hunpahire. 


Vermont 


Mawochn- 
aetta. 


Rhode 
Iilaml. 


ConnectienL 


NewYoik. 


New Jeraej. 


}791 


— . 


$163,500 


.^ 


$5351,500 


$885,760 


$160,000 


$10,739350 


$8300 


1881 


$080;M0 


350,021 


$15,987 


14,886,738 


1,038,068 


318,000 


83,689,346 


17,606 


18S3 


043,776 


3304)58 


60,807 


18,337380 


1,884,144 


507,094 


35,446,688 


103,190 


18S3 


891,644 


371,770 


68,848 


17,607,160 


1,418353 


466,643 


89^481349 


5,933 


18S4 


768,443 


845,513 


161,854 


1537^,758 


1,388,336 


581310 


36,113,783 


687318 


I9t6 


1,160,040 


331,844 


100,031 


15,845,141 


OQ7,006 


704,478 


49,639,174 


87,688 


18S6 


1,846,836 


8484^)0 


888,650 


17363,488 


1,185,934 


736,194 


38,115,680 


48,004 


18S7 


1,333,300 


308,811 


144,078 


13370364 


1,841,888 


630,004 


38,719344 


338,497 


18S8 


1,846,800 


800,840 


177,530 


15,070,444 


1,188,886 


486,174 


41,937,798 


706378 


1880 


748,781 


170389 


805,399 


18,580,744 


433311 


300338 


34,743307 


786347 


1880 


^78,666 


130.888 


140,059 


10,453344 


488,756 


868383 


35,684,070 


13,444 


1831 


041^7 


146,805 


166,806 


14,869,056 


668,161 


405,066 


57,077,417 


-^ 


1838 


1,183,386 ^ 


115,171 


814,678 


18,118,000 


657,969 


437,715 


53314,408 


70,460 


1833 


1,380,308 


167,754 


533,860 


10,940311 


1,043,886 


358,014 


66318,449 


170 


1834 


1,060,181 


118,605 


388,806 


17,678,189 


487,084 


386,780 


73»188304 


4398 


1835 


883,389 


71,514 


817,853 


19300373 


597,713 


439,508 


88,191,305 


18,938 


1886 


830/186 


64,354 


456346 


85,681,468 


565,199 


468,163 


118,863,416 


84363 


1837 


801,404 


81,834 


343,449 


19,975,667 


683,610 


318340 


79301,788 


69,188 


1838 


890,148 


169,985 


' 858,417 


13300,985 


656313 


343331 


68,453306 


1,700 



(a) TIm talne of artidea paying; ad Taloran imlea of doty in 1791 amounted to about two-thxxda of the importa, and 
eonaiiled of cottona, woolleoB, linoia, ailka, hemp, iron, crockeiy ware, dire. The Tahie of the apedfie artidea haa beea 
fiarimated by adding one-third to the ad TtJoreuL Tliey oonaiated of apirita, molaaaea, eofiee, augar, twine, aalt, teaa, Ac. 
The ad ▼aloiem aitideB imported into each at^te are taken from actual retuma : the othora are apportioned among the atalei^ 
by eatimate^ in m like ratio^ 



TABI^E COBT TimnBD. 





• 




INTO— Continaed. 


. 




T«M 


Femiayliraniau 


Delaware. 


Maryland, 


Diatnct of 


Viigima. 


North 


eooth 


Ocotgia* 










Colombia. 




Carolina. 

• 


Carofinau 




1791 


$11,950,000 


$64,500 


$63183<k) 


— 


$6,461,750 


$355300 


$4316350 


$858300 


1881 


8,158,083 


8O397 


4,070348 


$308,984 


1.078,490 


800,673 


3,007,1 18 


I.0(»8,684 


1888 


11,874,170 


816369 


4,793,486 


470,613 


864,163 


858.761 


8383386 


089391 


1883 


13,696.770 


60,184 


4,946,179 


375,063 


68I3IO 


183,958 


8,418,101 


670,706 


1884 


11365331 


18,080 


4351,448 


379358 


630,787 


465,836 


8,166,185 


551388 


1885 


15,041,707 


18303 


4.751315 


877397 


553,563 


311.808 


1393,397 


343356 


1886 


13,551,779 


10,009 


4,938,669 


869,630 


635,438 


367,646 


1334,483 


380393 


1887 


11318,935 


6.993 


4,405,708 


387,633 


431,766 


376,791 


1,434.106 


318,609 


1888 


13,884,406 


15360 


6,689,694 


181,666 


375338 


868,615 


1,348348 


308.669 


1889 


10,100,158 


84,170 


4,804,136 


305,981 


396358 


883347 


1.189318 


380,893 


1830 


8,708,188 


86.574 


4333,866 


168,550 


405,739 


881,998 


1,064,619 


888346 


1831 


13,184.083 


31,656 


4,836377 


193366 


488.588 


196,356 


1338,163 


399,940 


1838 


10.678358 


83353 


4389,803 


188,047 


653.639 


815,184 


1,813,786 


853,417 


1833 


10,451350 


9,043 


5,437,057 


150,046 


690391 


198,768 


1,517,706 


318390 


1834 


10,479,868 


185,043 


4,647,483 


106,854 


837386 


838,473 


1,787,367 


646,808 


1836 


18388337 


10311 


5.647,168 


111,195 


691355 


841.981 


1.891306 


303,^9 


1886 


15388,838 


107,063 


7,131367 


111319 


1,106,814 


197,116 


8,801361 


678388 


1837 


11,680,111 


66,841 


7367,03a 


108386 


813383 


871,683 


8310.860 


774349 


1838 


936O37I 


1,848 


5,70136^ 


188,748 


677,148 


890,406 


8,318,791 


776,068 



^ 



UO 



COMMEBOE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



[FuBCTABrt 







-*^- 

TABLE COMTIWIJCD. 












• 


INTO— Continued. 










YflUB. 




MisaiflMppi. 


Alabuna. 


Ohio. 


Midiigan. 


Tennevee. 


Kentucky. 


MiMouri. 


Flmida. 


1821 


$3,379,717 


^. 


— ^ 


$12 


$29,979 


mmmm 


.^rnrn 


... 


$18,270 


1822 


3,817,238 


— 


$36,421 


190 


18.377 


— 


-« 


— 


6^77 


1823 


4,283,125 


— 


125,770 


161 


2,159 


— 


/ a^B 


-« 


4308 


1624 


4,539,769 


— 


91.604 


— 


1,886 


— 


— 


— 


«3M 


1825 


4,290.034 


>— 


113.411 


— 


5,695 


— 


-^ 


-» 


3,218 


^826 


4,167,521 


— 


179,554 


— . 


10,628 


— 


-~~ 


~. 


16.690 


1827 


4,531,645 


— 


201,909 


— 


3,774 


—. 




-i— 


267,994 


1828 


6,217,881 


— 


171,909 


— 


3.440 


.— 




^.^ 


168,292 


1829 


6,857,209 


— 


233,720 


293 


2.957 


— . 


_ 


-« 


163,642 


1830 


7,599,083 


— 


144,823 


162 


21,315 


-» 


— . 


» 


32,699 


1831 


9,766.693 


— 


224,435 


617 


27,299 


-^ 


—i^ 


— 


116,710 


1832 


8.871,668 


— 


107,787 


12,392 


22,646 


— 


.-. 


— 


806345 


1833 


9,590.505 


— 


265,918 


8,353 


63376 


^ 


«. 


$5,881 


86,386 


1834 


13.781,809 


— 


395,361 


19.767 


106,202 


« 


— 


— . 


136,798 


1835 


17.519,814 


— 


525.955 


9;808 


130,629 


$18,796 


-. 


.. 


98,173 


1836 


16,117,649 


$6,650 


651,618 


10,960 


502,287 


36,015 


—.. 


8,227 


121,745 


1837 


14.020.012 


— 


609,385 


17,747 


490,784 


27,401 


$17,782 


_ 


806.514 


1838 


9,496,808 


~ 


524,548 


12,895 


266,662 


627 


8,932 


16,921 


168,690 



Pravback os Foreign Coal exported. 

We have been faToured by a leqMctaUe iiierdiant''of tUa 
city, with the UAlomng copy of a report, aabraittad by Mr. 
Dam in the Senate at Waidiingtxm on the 2rth oltimo, ihe 
^abject of vrhich is diacloaed below. It cannot fail to be re- 
iarded with mora than usual interest, unfolding as it does 
fQTer^ i^evy y\^w^, and corresponding consequences. 

The Commillea on Commerce, havii)g examined the memo- 
tial of lfa« Western fitosmship CoiapaBy 4f Biktol, the 
Biitish ^ AoMiictQ Steamship Mavigafion Coippany of 
Londen, and the Trans-Atlantic Steamship Company of 
Liverpool, submit the following report thereon : 

It appears that these several companies belonging to Oreat 
Britain, are the owners of steamships employed in running 
tetwflm thfi ports above named ^d the port of New Ym^ 
|n the United Stales. It also appears tha| they use ai fiiel 
foreign coal, which is subject to a duty by ^ revenue laws 
of the United States, if entered and landed. 1$ further ap- 
}Mai% that for the conveaieat ma9agenu))it of their business, 
it is necessary for said petitioneis aa to iditer and land tl^dr 
eoal> and that hithiBrta Uiey have given the hoi^ to the eol- 
leetor of New Yuik required by l^w, having entered sud^ 
|}Qal for the benefit of drawbfcjL n||Dn ftxportsfi^n. It alsp 
appears diat the stei^iBships, 4;^ tl^ return Toyages^ take on 
board such coal for consumption, but upon clamiing a dis- 
chaige of their bonds on the production of a certificate, the 
owners have been refused at the custom-house, upon a sup- 
posed insuffictei^cy of the law to meet this puticolar mode 
4f exportation, and the bonds are now in force against them, 
mough it is admitted the coal has baeq reladed and consumed 
out of the United States. 

Upon these fiictf the petttioDers pr^ for relief, by the 
Unactment of a \^w ta cancel their h^da, and akb containing 
provisions authorizing them hereafter to take the boiefit St 
drawbadK, on producing proof of the consumption of audi 
ooal, or the laiidingof the same in a foreign country. 

The committee have examined the seversl provisions of 
the statute of 1799, chap. 138, asspact^ig debenture certifi- 
cates and drawback, with a view to asoiertaiB whether any. 
and if any, what legislation is expodieDt 

|t is obvious from the whole tenor of this act, that the poK- 
cy of the United Stalea is» and has been, at all times to permit 
the exportation of foreign merchandise freely, in all cases 
where it can be safely done, and to allow a drawback thereon 
^ the dutiea upon proof of the expq^tftion, in cq^foyioiij 

''^ the Movisions of that act 



The 81st section of the act ret^uires that upon erpertation, 
a bond shall be given to the Umted States, die condition of 
which is. " that if the merchandise, or any part thereof^ be 
not re-Unded in any port or place within the limts of the 
United States, and k the certificaiCM and other pr—f* re- 
quired by law of the delivery of the same at the port m-- — 
or at any other port or place without the limits of the United 
Sutes as aforesaid, shall be produced at this office [ooUector'sl 

within 6oin the date hereof, then thia oUigatioB ahall 

be null, Ac" 

A party, therefore, who produces the cerHJUaiee requiivd, 
is entitle4 to ^niwback and to have hia bond cancelled. 

There are sevaral j^nds of certificates provided for to meet 
the circumstances in which exporters may be placed. The 
first is that of the consignee specifying the landing of the 
merdiandtae in a foreign country, verified by the consul, and 
in CAse there is no cpi^pl, by two merchants under oath, aa 
well aa by the anaiter ^ the vessel. 

This certificate could not be produced by the petitiuoens 
because their merchandise was consumed on tile voyage. 

But in case of loes at sea ar^lher unavoidable aoodcnt, ef 
whenfn^m Ihe nature tfike tr^de the pwofc «Pd pm^fi f ^ ten 
befo^ required, are not and cannot be produced, the statute 
pVOT^dps {hat the exporter shall be allowwd to adduce "such 
Other pnofo aa he may have, and aa the nature of the caaa 
win admit,^ and if the compboUer be aatisfied with the tmdi 
thereof hp may direct the bonds to ba cancelled. Hiis pro- 
vision, in the judgment of the comn^tlee, fully meela and 
providss for tl^ case of the petitioners, aa the comptroller 
hi^ nqw ample authority, by law, to cancel the bonda. 

They eaasider tlus construction to be in strict hamony 
with the policy of the act, aa well aa in atriet oonforaiily lo 
the plain meaning of the 81st seetian, and tiierefora liava 
come to Ihe conclusion that furtiier legialalion for tho nUef 
of the petttioaers is inexpedient, and recommend the adoption 

of the foHowing reaolutiQn : 

Resolved, That m die opinioD of Iho Susie, for dbo im* 
eons set forth by the committee, no Ihither legislattan la ex* 
pfidientor 



fkreehei in (4e l^fhvyiHiLn-ThB water roaa aeven foet on 
the dam at Faitmount yesterday morning, b e t w een the hour* 
of seven and nine o'clock. At 10 o'cfodc it wus nearly fight 
feet, when it began to aubside, and by twelvie had fiukn to 
three foet six inches. The iee above the dam ia still fivt, thai 
hetowiskMMa; Ho injury was do^i to the Water Weiksk 

[Jif^rHk 4merfcQfi, FeA. II. 
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INTERMENTS IN BALTIMORE. 

Report of IntennenU in the city of Baltimore, from the let of 
Janoaiy, 1839, Co the let of Januaiy, 1840. 

MmihM. JUdl*. Female. TotaL Cotd, Free, Slam, 



Jennury, 


108 


79 


181 


43 


83 


10 


Febrouy, 


87 


88 


170 


39 


80 


9 


Uterch, 


115 


105 


220 


61 


49 


12 


Apni| 


iir 


90 


213 


63 


45 


18 


M.y, 


83 


67 


150 


87 


93 


4 


June, 


102 


80 


182 


49 


40 


9 


July, 


187 


139 


269 


68 


51 


17 


Aogoft, 


113 


lot 


214 


60 


45 


14 


September, 


165 


121 


276 


69 


58 


16 


October, 


103 


8X 


189 


69 


89 


11 


November, 


102 


69 


161 


81 


25 


6 


December, 


109 


97 


206 


63 


40 


12 



Total, 1324 1107 2431 622 483 129 

Of the f9Un»ing af««.— 4till bom, 171 ; under one year, 
612 ; between one end two, 257 ; between two a»d frtv, 
SB6 ; between five end ten, 99 ; between ten and twenty-one, 
112; between twenty-one and thirir, 189; between thirty 
end forty, 220 ; between fiarty and fifty, 148; between fif^ 
and nxty, 116; between sixty and seventy, 97 ; between sev- 
eoty and eighty, 88 ; between eighty and ninety, 45 ; be- 
tween ninety and one hundred, 9 ; over one hunuied, 2.*-— 
Total, 2431. 

Of the foliovinjr dieea$e9, — ^Aboeai, 1 ; apoplexy, 29 ; 
aimw. 6 ; bum, 1 1 ; cancer, 7 ; casualty, 24 ; cmcken pox, 
1 ; child-bed, 21 ; bilious cholic, 4 ; cramp colic, 8; cholera 
morbus, 2 ; cholera infimtum, 125 ; congestion of the bowels, 
1 ; consumption, 897 ; contusion, 1 ; convulsion, 65 ; croup, 
51 ; diarrfaoBa, 1 ; disease of the spine, 2 ; dropsy, 60 ; dropsy 
in the head, 26 ; dysentery, 16 ; drowned, 35; erysipelas, 4 
exposure to cold, 3 ; bilious fever, 46 ; catarrhal fever, 70 
congestive fever, 4 ; gastric fever, 8 ; intermittent fever, 1 
wailel fever, 1 12 ; typhus fever, 20 ; gravel, 4 ; hemorrhage, 
5 ; hip complaint, 1 ; hysteritis, 2 ; inflammation of die blad- 
der, 1 ; do of the bowels, 20 ; do of the brain, 35 ; do of the 
iudney, 2 ; do of the stomach, 2 ; do of the lungs, 10; do of 
the throat, 3 ; infenticide, 1 ; intemperance, 30 ; jaundice, 2 ; 
liver complaint, 10; lock jaw, 3; marasmus, 18; measles, 
57; mortification, 5 ; old age, 118; opthalroia, 1; organic 
disease of the heart, 5 ; palsy. 12 ; pleurisy, 55 ; poison, 1 
quinsy 1 ; iheumatism, 4 ; inflammatory rheumatism, 2 
8t, Vttos's dance, 1 ; scald, 1 ; saofuUi, 3; shot to death, 1 
•raall pox, 2 ; spasms, 3 ; still bora, 171; sting of a wasp 1 
■oddea, 26 ; suicide, 3 ; syphilis, 1 ; teething, 15 ; Uxnish, 5 
tumor, 1 ; ulcer, 2 ; ulcerated sore throat, 3 ; unknown adult, 
20 ; unluiown Infentile^ 515 ; whooping cou^ 75 ; worms, 
16u-*Total 243K 

The population of this dty according to the United States 
census m 1830, was 80,990, of which number 18,9(17 were 
coloured persons; 14,78i3 free, and 4,124 slaves. 

By order of the board of health, 

Datxb Habeis, Seeietaiy. 



*A fipee cokHirad 
aged 103 years. 



wonlal^afed 110, and a female slave, 



The St. Louis Republican of Monday aays:-^The county 
of Bany, has not only paid her whole revenue dils year in 
tl» wolf scalpeft but tue a balance of a feiw dolbn in her 
lavwv; tbe eooaty of Taney paid neaily half her i«v«iii|| 
in the aaoM way, and several other counties were not far be- 
hind in this branch of economy and public usefuhK 



C9m iMmp OiL^^We have been using Cora Lamp Oil 
fee eome time oast, and are greatly plea«^ with it as  light 
dispenser. It bume freely and clear, afibrdtng a strong, bril- 
liaat light ftom the oomeoon lamp. It is free from any dis- 
a g reeable smell in burning, and ooele a third less than good 
winter sperm oU. So far as we have I eeted it, we give com 
lampeilthedee&MppsfbMMs.— C/eve/Svntfifer. 2^ Gum, 



Soliayilitll BABk. 

The following report of proceedings by the stockholden 
of the SchuylkSl Bank, wiU be read with interest by many 
of our citixens: 

An adjourned meeting of the Stockholders of the Schuyl- 
kill Bank was h^ld at the Banking Houf>e, on Tuesday, ue 
4th of February, 1840. 

The commiUee appointed at the meeting held on the 20th 
of January, to proceed to Harrisburg, to obtain, if practicable, 
the passage of the bill before the Senate relative to the Bank, 
reported tfiat that body had declined passing the bill in ques- 
tion, and that in the opinion of the rommittfy no relief oouU 
be expected fiom that quarter. 

The report of the committee having been read, was, on 
motion, accepted, and the thanks of the meeting presented 
to the committee for the prompt manner in which they had 
diichaiged the duties of their appointment. 

On motion of Mr. George Abbott, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of ihe meeting be prassnted to 
the President and such of the Directors aa have, under the 
trying circumstances in which the institution has been placed, 
devoted their time and energies to protect the intaresta of the 
stockholders. 

The following preamble and resohittena having been sub- 
mitted to the meeting, were unanimouaty adopted : 

Whereas, the interesta both of the stockholden and credt- 
ton of the Schuylkill Bank are sufiering great injury, owing 
to the disputed title of the jnesent directora ; and whereas, an 
unsuccessful application has been made to the Legislature of 
the Commonwealth to suppfy a defect in the existing laws, 
and to grant relief to the institution, by declaring those per- 
sons to have been duly elected Directora eC the ^ank who 
are believed t» have received at the late election, a roajonty 
of the legal votes, though they failed to obtain the fennal m- 
tum of the judges. And whereas the settlement of claims 
againat the corporation, and the preservation of the property 
of the stodtholders, are now, in the opinion of this meeting, 
objecta of paramount impoit^nce : 

Therefore resolved. That it be reeommended to the prcwnt 
Directora of the Bank to vacate their seata in fevour of my 
many of the individuals on the ticket headed, '* Stockhordenr 
Ticket," as may express a willingness to assume the direction 
of the iBstitutiont and to elect the same directora in thei# 
stead, and in acccmlsnce with the proper forms of law.^ 

Resolved, That it be recommended* to the relatora in the 
quo warranto, toow pending against the present directors, to 
withdraw proceedin^i in said suit, whenever the foregoing 
resolution shall have been carried into effect 

It was on motion. 

Resolved, That when this meeting adjourn, it adjourn to 
meet at^e banking houae^ on Tuesday, the 18th of Feb- 
ruary, 1840, at 12 o'dodK, M. On motion, the meeting, ad- 
journed. 

GEO. PEPPER, ChMiman. 

Samuel J. HBifDaasov, Secretary. 

Oonsuhto of the United States, > 
Pfetou, 29th October, 1889. 5 
8ir>— As exaggerated statements of the recent fiie at the 
Albion Coal Mines, were extensively published before the 
extent of the disaster was ascertained, and as such rsporta 
msy have come under the notice of manufecturera and od^ 
en in the United States, who look principally to these mines 
for their supply of fuel, and tend to jnislead them, I beg leave 
to state to you that the fire only extends to some old work- 
ings, which were about to be abandoned. That there is am- 
ple room in the new pita just opened for all the workmen, 
and a stock of about twenty thousand tone of coal on the pit 
banks. Have the kindness to make this public, for the in- 
formation of persons interested in these mines and please to 
add that the proprietora of the mine consider themselves amp- 
ly prepared to supply any demand which may be made for 
coal. I have the honour to be, sir. 

Your most obedient servant^ 
JAMES PENROSE, 
Consul U. 8. A. 
To George Bancroft Esq, collector of the cnatoms, Boston. 
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BANK OF PENNSYLVANIA. 



[Fkvboaay, 



Bumli #f Peansylvmnla. 

Monday, Fefaruvj Sd, 1840. 

At a meeting of the Stockholders of the Bank of Pennsyl- 
vania! hekl at the Banking House, pursuant to charter, 
Alexander Elmriie was appointed Chairman, and R. M. 
Lewis, Secretary. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read. The Presi- 
dent, on hchalf of the Board of Ditectors, prese n t ed to the 
meeting a statement of the afiairs of the Bank to the 1st of 
Februaiy, 1840. 

On motion, Resolved, That the statement now presented 
he approved. 

DR. 
State of the Bank of Pennsylvania, Saturday moraing, Feb- 
ruary 1st, 1840. 
Bills discounted,* - • - $3,680,200 88 

Bonds, Mortgages and other spedal se- 
curities, ... - 84,398 17 
Real Estate, .... 270,165 32 
Loans to Corporations, • - 20,000 00 
Pennsylvania five per ct and other stocks, 184,019 26 
Expenses, . . • • 4.366 80 
Profit and loos, . - . . 2,457 72 
Exchange account, • • . • 845 28 
Due by Baring, Brothers dt Co. - • 192 27 
Do other Banks, - - - 1,108,154 85 
Notes of other Banks, - - - 402,864 82 
Specie, .... 518,497 67 

$6,222,078 94 



$2,600,000 00 

- 300,000 00 
586,827 83 

- 21,631 14 
8,851 00 



CR. 

CapiUl stock, - - - - 

Contingent or surplus fund, - • 

Notes in Circulation, . - • 

Discount, - - - - 

Unclaimed dividends, - . . 

Dividend No. 92, to be declared and paid when 

authorized fay law, ... 76,000 00 

Inlersst payable on stock ciflfae Common wealdi, 17,797 44 

l^imbursements on Penn^ylvanie State Stock, 1 74,1 72 75 

Due to Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 85,1 1 1 27 

Do other Banks, ... 1,033,639 49 
Do Individual Depoaiton, - - 1,420,048 02 

$6,222,078 94 



The attention of the stockholden was called lo a certain 
rcaolntkm which has recently been passed by the House of 
Representatives of thu Commonwealth, and wMch is now 

gmdiog in the Senate, entitled ** Resolution to eompel the 
anks to resume specie paymentt," in which the interests, 
if not the existence, of thb and all the banking institutions 
of this State are vitally affected — ^whereupon it was onani- 
moiisly 

.Resolved, That the Erectors be requested to call a meeting 
of ttie stochhoUera of this Bank, to be held at this place on 
Wedneeday, ihe I9lh day of Februaiy, inst. at 12 o'ckxsk, 
M. and th^ the directors be requested to lay before the stock- 
holders at such meeting, their views in relation to the meae- 
ores necessaiy or proper to be adopted lor the saiety of the 
iaetitution. 

Reaolved,. Thait, when this meeting adjourn, it win adjourn 
to meet again at tliis place on Wednea^y, the 19th inst at 
12 o'clock, M. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting, together 
witk the statement of the afiairs of the Bank, ie pobliahed 
Ibr die use of the stockholden. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

Signed, Aux. Elxsui, Chairman. 

sL M« I«ewiii, Secretaiy. 

*Thia item jnchidea no bills under protest ; all of the pro- 
tested Wis having been taken out of bills discounted and 
charged to the aeoount of profit and loas op to January 1st, 
1840. 



Governor's Rlciuigc. 

7*0 lAe Senate and Nwte of HepreeentaHvee efthe Cem* 
mon'meaitk •/* J*enustflvania. 

Gentlemen— I have to oommunicale to tfie Leglslatnfe^ 
that the loan authorized by the act of the 23d Januaty last, 
has been taken, as follows : $ 1 00,000 by the president, dir«> 
tors and company of the Bank of Pennsylvania; {lOO/K/O- 
by the Giiaid Bank; and the remainder by the Siiuk of the 
United Statee ;-*by reason of which the commonwealth is 
now able to pay off and discharge $660/100 of the interest 
which fell due upon the 1st instant, upon her loans. 

Tiie amount provided by the Lq^iabture for the paymsBl 
of interest in the said act of the 23d of January last, was ev- 
idently fixed by the report of dw State Treasuvr on tfie soh- 
ject of finances, of 9th January. 

From a statement now furnished by that officer, it appean 
that the whole amount of interest due on the 1st instant 

$718,61t) 78 



was 



Deduct the appropiiation of the 23d of 

January, $650,000 00 

Paid from Treasury, 27,750 00 



677750 00 



$40,860 78 
Thus there is a balance of $40,860 7^\ for the payment 
of which immediate provision ahould be made by the Legis- 
lature. 

It may not be improper to add, that the further action of 
the Legislature on the subject of the joint resolutioo recom- 
mended in my message of the 1st inst, is now unnecesssiy. 

DAVID K. PORTER. 
February 6, 1840. 

OFFICIAL.— TREASURY NOTES. 

Treantry Department,'} 
February 1, 1840. > 

Amount of Treasury notes issued under the provisions of 
the acts of Congress of the 1 2th October, 1837 ; 21st of May, 
1838, and second of March, 1839, $19,567,086 22 

Of this amount there has been redeemed, 17,358,822 56 

Leavmg outstanding the sum of $2,308,263 67 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the Treaamy. 

To our subscribeia who are desirone of praaerving thenona- 
ben of the Register in a neat and convenieat manner, ftr 
reading or reference until tfie vrhole volume shall have beett 
completed, we leoommend ''Mr. Detterei^s Moveable Binder.** 
We have seen nothing of the kind which pleasas us ao welL 
Having all the pliancy of a bound volume, the pnpers |«e- 
served in it may be read vrith as much comfort aa thou^ 
they constituted a bound book. We have been using oba 
for some time, and will be hapiiy to show it tc^ eay penen 
desirous of examining for himself. Mr. D. has them of 
various siaes and prices to suit letters, musie^ ww isp a p e w, and 
one qipropriate to the Register. The ofliee for the sale of 
them is at No. 67 South 2d Street, Mr. Rogen.* 



We are indebted to the Secretary of the Stale 6t Maine 
for a valuable collection of documents nhtingto that 8tafte» 
jmai in responae to our dtreular, whidi wiH reeeive doe a^ 
tention. We hope the example inll be followed by other 



(X3* The UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL AND 
STATISTICAL REGISTER, is published evety Wednw- 
day, at No. 79 Dock street The price to subscriben ia 
Five DoUan per annum, payable on the 1st of Januaiy of 
each year. No subscription received for leas than a year«— 
Stthacriben out of the prmeipd ciliea to pay in odwiMi 
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Ki'port 

O/* the Caiial CmmmhMnera^ to the Govei^nop of Peiw- 
tylvanitijfir the year ending October 31,1 839, a# trana- 
mdtleiii^ the hcguiature. 

The Canal Commitfsioncfrs respectfully submit the follow- 
ttij rpportz 

On the finA Jay of Kebruai;) last, the present l^eard of 
Canal Oommiseioners entered 4ipon the uischar^ of their 
official duties. The conditien of Khe puhltc Works at the 
time they were confided to thdlr hande, was fully presented 
to the legialttture in their report of the 1 1th of March, and 
the accompai^ing documents* From the high professional 
character oif the gentlemen appwuted to examine the several 
canals and railroads, whose reports we transmitted to the 
Legislature, and from the Sfiecific detail of their estimates, 
we then expressed our confidence in the accuracy of thtir 
statements, and the soundness of their general views. Sub- 
sequent examinations, and the progress made, under the 
limited appropriations of the last legislature, io executing the 
repairs, have proTod that they were not over estimated. The 
improvements, it is true, have been kept in a condition dt for 
public use, by the expenditure of a much less sum than that 
asked in our reports «f the llth of March; but the neces- 
sity of the repairs then reconunended, has not been avoided, 
procrastination has but increased that necessity, and aug- 
mented the sum required to aceompHisb the object. 

The policy which actuated the last legislature, in withhold- 
ing the sunu abeolutcty required to place the public works in 
repair, was surely injudicious. So far as the public works 
completed are concerned, truo wis^m requires an anxious 
and scrutiniiting examination of their condition. And sound 
economy an abundant and timely provision for keeping them 
uninterruptedly in use. 

The board in their report of the llth of March, before re- 
ferred to, stated that the whole amount required for repairs 
according to the estimates of the engineers, was as follows, 
viz: 



,' 



Columbia railroad 

Eastern IHvi#ion. . . . 
Susquehanna Division. . 

Juniata Division 

Portage railroad < 

Western Division 

Beaver Division ,«.... 
French Creek Division . 
West Branch Division < 
North Branch Division. 
Delaware Division 



56,«87 00 

74,*7(i m 

17§,000 00 

48.500*00 

8.;>034 00 

47,8B0 00 

836,500 00 

103,655 00 

178,224 00 

70,369 00 



•Total amount $1,126,761 00 

They also at the same time reported that to 
these estimates of repairs, might be added 
the following items of expenditures on the 
Columbia and Portage zailrtiads, required 
to put them in a fit condition for public ^ 
use, as wouM appear by reference to the 
repot t of the engineers, vk : 

For renewing north track of Schuylidn 

plane, with Trails 

For ranvwing north tnck of railroad from 

Schuylkill plane to Pooli, with T rails. . . 

Vol II.— 15 



$5,632 00 
263^72 00 



For T rails at >tanf s bridge, and completing 
embankments 

For renewin^f track through the Gap at >''al- 
icy Hill, witli T rails 

For laying permanent track witli T rails, on 

- the inclined plane at Portage railroad . . 

For ropes at planes on Columbia and Por- 
tage railroads 

For Locomotive Engines. 



$11,952 00 

18,975 00 

110,000 00 

27,o:o 00 

117,<.00 00 



Whole amount required $1 ,678,992 00 

When that report was made, the legislature was surprised 
with the magnitude of the sum required; that it was large could 
not be denied ; but the board felt it to be their imperative duty 
to present the true condition pf the public works, whatever 
might be the sum required to put them in complete order, — 
The duty of general superintendence devolved by law upon 
this board, and in view of the vast expenditures of public 
money in their construction ; the extent of business and im- 
mense pecuniary interests vvhich Tyould he deeply afiected by 
a BUFpension of their use, the board could not under a sense 
of it* high duty to the country, conceal year after year from 
the ]ieople andi^hcir pcpresentati^'cs, a state of things, the ex- 
istence of which wos evident They would deem thcmselvea 
unworthy of the tru>t committed to them, if guilty of such a 
dereliction of du^ ; and, however painful the exposure, they 
couid not evade the responsibility. They preferred to meet 
it at once. The true stiito of the public works is before tlie 
country, the necessity of speedy and thorough repair evident, 
and hence the duty of this IxMird is performed. It was for 
the legislature to furnish the means, or to incur the responsi- 
bility of hazarding a suspension of business, and consequent 
loss of the revenue from the canals and railroads of the 
Commonwealth. 

The Commonwealth has now completed and in operation 
726^ miles of canals and raihoads — ^as follows : 



Dcfavare D»m9ion, extending from Bristol to 
Easton 

Columbia railroad, extending from Broad and 
Vine streets, Philadelphia, to the Basin at 
Columbia ^ 

Eaitern Jftvitioiit extending from Columbia to 
the junction of the Juniata and Susquehanna 
Divisions on Duncan's Island 

Jumata Dmston, extending from the junction 
at Duncan's Island to^the basin at UoUidayck 
burg •....«... 

Portage railroad, extending from HolUdays- 
burg to Johnstown* 

}Fettern Divitiou, extending from Johnstown 
to tho Monongahela river at Pittsburg. ..... 

Beaver Division, extending firom the Ohio 
river, at tho mouth of Beavex, to the head of 
slackwater on the Sbanango, six miles above 
New Castle 

French Creek Feeder, extending from the head 
of navigation in the pool of Benuik' Dam 
three mOes above Meadville, to the junction 



xiLsa. 



59} 



82 



44} 



127i 

36' 

i04i 



30} 



* The railroad is 364 perches longer than stated above* 
ronniiig parallel with tba basins at HollidayBbniig and John- 
stown; the dislance is counted in the canal only, 
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REPORT or THE QXSAh COMMISSIOKBHe, 



[FsiftCAmr, 



1III.E8. 

with the Erie cxtensioD iacloduig the Con- 
oeautLike 27 

Frank/in JJne^ extending from the Feeder aque- 
duct seven jniles below Meadville to the town 
of Franklin on the Allegheny river 22^ 

Stuquehanna Divition, extending from the 
joQction at Duncan's Ialand» to Northumber- 
land 39 

Went Branch Dix'ishn, extending from Nortli- 
umbcriand to Farrandsvilte 73 

^'orth Branch /)ivi«ion,extending from North- 
umberland to Lackawanna 72 J 

Bald Kagle Siile Cut, extending from pool of 
Dunnstown Dam, on West Branch DivlBion, 
to Bald Eagle creek 3f 

l,ewUburg Side Cut, extending from Lewis- 

burg to the West Branch Division f 

Lackatvanna Feeder^ at the termination of the 
North Branch Division ^ 

AUcghetty Branchy of the Western Division in 

Alleghenjtown | 

Feeder at Johnstown, on the Western Division. 1 ) 

Feeder at the mouth of the Raystown branch 

of the Juniata ., 1 

Whole number of miles of canals and railroads 

completed 726^ 

In addition to which, several Feeders, not navigable, have 
been constructed by the State — among the most important of 
which may be named the Feeder at UoUidaysburg, three 
miles and a quarter in length, and the Swatara Feeder two 
miles in length 

The length of the lines of Canals now in progress, is as 
follows : 

XILSS. 

J^orth Branch Division, extending from the 

Lackawanna river to the village of Athens. . 90 

Erie Extention, commencing six miles al>ove 
New Castle, and terminating in the harbor of 
Fresque Isle, at Eric 105} 

JVicQmtco Canal, extending from the Wicon- 
isco Creek, to towing-path bridge at Duncan's 
Island 12i 

Total unfinished lines in progress 207 j 

Canals and railroads in operation,. 726| 

Whole number of miles of Canals and railroads 

in progress and completed 934 

The length of public improvements under contract, to which 

no appropriation was made by the act of the nineteenth day 

of July last, is as follows: 

XILIS. 

Sinneniahoninff Extennon,of ihe West Branch 

Division •• 33 

Kittanir.g Feeder 14 

Gettyaburg railroad, (that portion upon which 
grading has been commenced) 22 

Total suspended 69 

A glance at the map of Pennsylvania, exhibits a surface 
of country beyond almost any other state in the Union diver- 
sihed by parallel chains of high mountains, deep valleys, 
and various rivers. The foregoing canals and railroads either 
penetrate these mountaiixs, or pass over them in various di- 
rections, as well as follow the courses of the rivers and streams, 
and cross them in many places. A system of public improve- 
ments as extensive as ours, and constructed at so great an 
expenditure of public money, is without a parallel. It must 
strike eveiy one with astonii^ment, who considers that they 
were undertaken by a plain and economical republican com- 
munity, consisting of a littlo upwards of a million of people, 
and carried through enthely upon the pledge of its crmlit, 
and its faith. The enterprise and boldness of the undertak- 
ing, can only be cq[ittl]ed by the magnitude of the benefits 



which must ultimately resok from the entice compleCioa of 
our system of public improvements, as originally projected. 
Our rich agricultural valleys of the interior, our hilL and 
mountains in which lie embosomed unequalled masses of eoal 
and iron, together with our forests of valuable timber, have, 
by means of this system of improvements, been brought wicb> 
in convenient reach of market, and enabled the citizene of 
this commonwealth to realize their inestimable value. . While 
it is to be deeply regretted, that in the infancy of die system, 
many works were commenced from which little immediate 
benefit is to be expected, and some of the utmost yaloe were 
constructed not upon the soundest and most economical plan 
— ^we are encouraged by the consoling reflection that the eP" 
ror of the system has been one of too high and too —ngwmii 
a spirit of enterprise, generous and patriotic in its purposes, 
and that once constructed, these works are to stand for ages, 
and! to* become the invaluable inheritance of those on whom 
the unliquidated portion of the debt contracted in their con- 
struction is to be thrown. No man can have witnessed the 
rapid advance of Pennsylvania in poptilation, pnMperity and 
general resources, during the last few years without being 
convinced that our public debt, however great may be its 
amount, or the immediate embarrassments attending it, will 
rest but lightly on the shoulders of the people, when a rea- 
sonable time is given for the public improvements to go fully 
into operation. It will not be denied by any one at all fiin 
miliar with the circumstances, that our canals and railroads 
and the aggregate increase of the value of the real estate of 
the commonwealth, even now coiudderably exceed the whole 
amount of the public debt If this be so, already, how much 
more must they exceed the amount of that debt, when ixmu- 
merable coal and iron regions, now untouched, shall have 
been developed, the agricultural resources of the State mul- 
tiplied as they must be to a great extent, our population in- 
creased ten fold, and the hum of industry, the hammer of the 
artizan, and the manufactory propelled by steam or water 
power, he heard throughout every dell and valley of tliis wide 
es tended commonwealth. 

In considering the present condition of Pennsylvania, 
these things must be taken into the estimate. Experience 
shows, that this is not a picture of the fancy. What has been 
stated, is daily unfolding it&elf to our view. It is but simple 
justice to the founders of our improvement system, to judge 
of its utility by the consequences it produces. We owe this 
no less to them, than we do to ourselves and to those who 
are to come after us. We discredit our own industry and 
enterprise as i^ ell as theirs, by supposing that the opportuni- 
ties of improving our condition, adduig to our wealth, and 
multiplying our population, afforded by the complettan of 
this sy^m, arc to he idly surrendered or thrown away. — 
Every considcantion of self interest ; of state pride ; and of 
patriotism, will impel not only the present, but future genera- 
tions to make such use of these improvements as will render 
them most available. 

While the States on our northern and southern borders, 
are straining every nerve, to seize upon the trade of the west 
and the south-west, the citizens of Pennsylvania will not sit 
slothfully down and see the immense products of the great 
valley of the Mississippi, the Missouri, and of that chsmi of 
inland seas, stretching almost across this entire western con- 
tinent, drained from their own public improvements, to en- 
rich the treasuries of neighboring states. That spirit of 
enterprise, of boldness, and of inflexible perseverance, that has 
thus far characterized the citizens of this commonwealth, un- 
der embarrassments, and amidst discouragements, that would 
have subdued the energies of almost any other people, will 
continue to animate their eflTorts and to retain for them what 
they have fairly won-^the trade and the gratitude of those 
remote regions that find the improvements of Pennsylvania 
their direct highway to market. 

We proceed now to give a particular statement of the con* 
dition of the several lines of canal and railroad under our su- 
pervision. ^ 

Delavare J}iviuon, 

This division of the public works has been peculitrty 
unfortunate during tile present ssMon. On thtSTtfiof Jan* 



1840.] 



BBPORT OF THE CANAL COMMISSIONERS. 



115 



vary last, the Delaware at Earton, roae to the onprecedented 
luight of twenty-two feet above low water maik, overflowing 
all the low ievele of the canal, sweeping off aqueducts, de- 
■trojing the banks, and in many cases filHng the entire canal 
with earth. The Lehigh was 'also higher than it had ever 
been known, overflowed the guard banks of the dam at £as- 
ton,— <wept entirely away the southern abutment, and thus 
left the dam in a most critical situation. Great credit is due 
to the 8|Hiitcd inhabitants of Easton, for the prompt and en- 
ei^etic measures adopted by them at the time of this Su^a- 
trous flood to prevent the threatened destruction of the most 
ezpenaive portion of that line of canal. - Men and means 
were procured upon personal responsibilities, and public spir- 
ited individuals were found, who braved the inclemency of 
the weather, and devoted their labour and energies to protect- 
ing the interests of the commonwealth. 

On the 8th of April, another flood occurred, quite as high 
as the first, and nearly as disastrous to the public works, ex- 
cept that the mechanical work was nut so much injured. — 
Owing to the time necessarily spent in tepairing the breaches 
occasioned by these overwhelming freshets^ navigation did 
not open on tbo Delaware division, until the 14th of May, 
since which time it has, however, been but Uttic interrupted. 
It is a source of gratification totthe board to be able to state, 
that the business done upon that line of canal, notwithstand- 
ing these untoward circumstances, has, during the present, 
exceeded what has ever been done in any former year. 

Upon a careful examination of the dam at Easton, aAer 
the destructivo floods, it^was deemed most prudent to aban- 
don the idea of a thorough repair, and arrangements have 
accordingly been made, for the construction of a new dam. 
The site selected, is immediately below the former one, in 
the excavation made by the overfall — thereby securing a rock 
foundation, and living, also, the advantage of a connexion 
with the old structure. The work has been allotted to a re- 
sponsible contractor, and is estimated to cost $28,02 1 . 

The length of the division is 59 j miles, upon which the 
total rise from mid-tide at Bristol, to the top-water level of 
the dam at Easton, is one hundred and sixty-four feet. 1'he 
hei^t of the dam is eleven feet and seven-eighths above low 
water in the Delaware. The entire rise* is overcome Ity 23 
lift locks, varying in bright from six to tjn feet There are 
upon the line, nine aqueducts, twenty culverts and one hun- 
dred and five bridges, and in addition to the liA locks, twe 
guard lock% one outlet lock, and one tide lock at Bristol. — 
The Ime was first filled for navigation, in October, 1830. 
The wooden superstructures having been in use nine years, 
and consequently much decayed by the exposure to which 
they have been subjiscted, will generally have to be renewed 
during the ensuing season, arrangements for which have al- 
ready been made and the contracts allotted ; their prosecution, 
however, will m^nly depend upon the provision which may 
bo made by the Legislature for carrying on the work. 

From tbeimmenseamountof tonnage which will be thrown 
upon this canal, by the extension of the Lehigli navigation 
twenty-six miles above Mauch Chunk, through the heart of 
the coal region, and the railway now nearly completed fiom 
the I«ehigh to the Susquehanna, the board would recommend 
that the capacity of the canal should be increased by wideJ^ 
ing the locks. They are at present 90 feet ia length and but 
1 i feet in width, which will only admit the passage of boats 
of about sixty ton«i burthen, while the water line of the canal 
is forty feet, and its depth five feet, sufficient to pass boats 
of one hundred tons burthen, if the locks were 90 feet long 
and 1 7 feet wide, the size of those upon the Susquehanna. — 
It may, however, hercafler become necessary to enlarge the 
capacity of the entire canal, to enable it to accommodate the 
increased bsuiness which will unquestionably 'be thrown upon 
it by the numerous companies concerned in the vast coal and 
pine regions of the Lehigh, and the tonnage which may be 
safely calcoUted upon from the Lehigh and Susquehanna, 
and the Catawissa railroads. 

l*he floods of last winter and spring, proved conclusively 
that the canal banks at many points on the upper portion of 
the Delaware divisioa, are entirely too low — ^and to avoid 
iiaiilar diaasten hereafter, consequent upon so low a loca- 
tion, tiie board would suggest the propriety of an immediate 



provision by law, for raising the banks to such height as 
would effectually prevent their recurrence. 

For a specific statement of the amount required for repairs 
for the ensuing year, and a minute detail of the transactions 
upon this division during tlie present season, the attention of 
the Legislature is respectfully referred to the report of W. 
K. Hdffnagle, principal engineer, herewith submitted. 

The following estimate shows the sums required, viz : — 

Repain of locks $20,826 68 

Waste wien, 4,794 08 

Bridges, 1,940 77 

Dams 29,804 78 

AqueAwt«, -.. .. 5,149 88 

Weigh lock, feeder, du^, at Easton, 6,180 00 

Timber. / 6.830 12 

Pier at Bristol, wharf. Sec. 3,5C0 CO 

Raising banks and repairs to wall, 15,000 00 

Ordinary repaire, tools, Ac, 18,000 CO 

$111,025 79 



The amount of tolls received on this division during the 
fiscal year, is $94,695 40 cents. 

The sum drawn from the treasury for repairs during the 
last fiscal year, is $90,612 71. 

Columbia nnd Philadefphia Railway, 

This improvement is 82 miles in length, extending from 
Broad and Vine streets, in Philadelphia, to the canal basin 
in Columbia. The condition in which it was found when it 
was placed under the direction of the agents now having it 
in charge, rendered extensive and costly repairs during the 
present season unavoidable ; and alihough bjr untiring exer- 
tions and the strictest attention, the road has been kept con- 
stantly in a suitable condition for public use, much yet 
remains to be done before it can be considered in a good 
condition throughout its whole extent. 

From the headpf the inclined plane near Fhifaidelpbia, to 
the intersection of the West Chester railway, a distance <tf 
18 miles there is but one permanent track; the other having 
heen laid upon timber with the bar rail, has become dcOyed 
and unfit for use. In consequence of this, the superinten- 
dent of motive power is compelled to start all the trains from 
Philadelphia at stated hours, and afler lialf past ten o'clock 
in the morning, cannot permit a train to leave that point un- 
til all the trains from Columbia have arrived ; which if de- 
tained by accident, or otherwise, do not get through until 
late In the evening. But few repain have been made on the 
north track, such only as were required to vender it safe for 
slow travel with horse cars. Its permanent renewal, with 
T rails, will depend on the action of the legislature on the 
propositions to avoid the inclined plane. 

The track through the Gap cut has been re-laid with T 
rails and substantially repaired, whicli will Very materially 
facilitate transportation on the road. The grade at this point 
is forty-five feet per niUe, for three-fourths of a mile on each 
side of <he summit and the tonnage of all engines has here- 
tofore been regulated by the nunfber of cara they were capa- 
ble of trannporfing over the did track. Since the improvement, 
the engineer informs the board, it has lieen ascertained by 
actual experiment, that the same propellini; power will rea« 
dily convey from ten to tweU-e tons of additional burthen. 

Tbe Schuylkill inclined plane, has been a source of vexa- 
tion and delay, to every individual doing business on the 
road, since it was 'first opened. It is 2805 feet in length, 
having an alfitode of 187 feet, and is worked by an engine 
of sixty horse power, and an endless rope of seven inches cir- 
cumference. The capadty of the plane is about 2000 tona 
per day, which greatly exceeds the present requirements of 
the rood, but the inconvenience of passing it is such, when 
trade is brisk, a9 to render it a source of constant complaint 
among transporters. 

Since the completion of the Reading and Philadelphia 
railroad, which connects with the State road at the foot of 
the inclined plane, the difficulties experienced at that point 
have been increased by the throng of business which is now 
done between the intersectioi\ of the road and the city. The 
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north track of the plane is very must out of repair; it ia laid 
npon longitudinal stone sills, wliich are difficult to retain in 
adjustment It is^ropowed to re-lay this portion of the^ track, 
by sinking the present siUs as a foundation for locust cross- 
ties, and substituting the T rails. 

• The Harrisburg and Idncaster railroad connects with the 
Colombia railroad near Lancaster, and the importance of the 
trsde broQght on to our impco^rements through (his channel. 
Which has been greatly increased by the completion of the 
dumberland VaUey railroad, is such as to jutitily the com- 
monwealth in constructing ihe necessary .sidings and ilcpots 
at the junction, for \u accommodation. The locomotives 
after discharging their respective trains of burthen cars nt the 
intersection, are now sent a distance of twelve miles to the 
Columbia depot. This should be obviated, by the conslrac* 
tioYt of a depot at or near DiUer%'illc, and a siding to accom- 
faaodatc one hundred cars. 

Large expenditures have Itecn made during the present 
year, in repairing bridges, in adjusting the track, in ditching 
Knd draining the road, in renewing broken castings, and add- 
ing new cross-ties — a detailed statement of which will be 
found in the several reports of the engmcer and supervisors 
transmitted with ibis report 

The following is an estimate of the amount required for 
ordinary repairs during the ensuing year : 

Repairato track .' |27,750 00 

Bridges 9,570 00 

WatersUtions 780 O'J 

Woodhonses 100 00 

Cross-ties and castrogs 10,700 00 

Iron 8,000 00 



Total 656,990 OO 

JEatimate of Extraordinary Pcpairs : 

Depot and coal shed at Philadelphia fur the 

engines on the Schuylkill level $7,500 00 

Relaying north trtek on plane. C,i 16 00 

Relaying north track to West Chester inters 

section ;... 246,752 64 

Trade at MaufB bridge 4,U00 GO 

Track at 8iiiith*s bridge 1,900 00 

Wall in Parkcsborg cut 3,000 0:> 

Bridge at Hensall^s alley, Lancaster, 800 00 

Depot at or near Dilierville, for locomotives 
\ engaged in the Harrisburg trade, and sid- 
ings : 12,660 

To finish Lemon's water station, ; . 1,250 

Force pump and pipes for supply of water at 

' Schuylkill plane 5,000 

Ropeatplane ». i.. 3,412 

Engines and hose for shop at Parkesburg . . . 1,*C0-) 

CoItoctor*8 office at Parkesburg 600 



Reduction of curves on old line . . . ; i 10,000 



00 
00 

CO 
00 
00 
00 
00 



Total amount required for extraordinary re- 
pairs. . : • ^306,990 64 

' Total for ordinaiy jt^pairs 56,900 00 



Totiil amount $363,890 64 

Since closing our annual report, the engine house, smith 
shop and fixtures bt the' head of the inclined plane, near 
Philattelphia, were destroyed by firo. Arrangements were 
promptly made for replacing them, and at this time tfaey are 
nearly completed. This disastrous occurrence turned the at- 
tention of the board to the exposed siluatron of the machine 
ahop at Parkesburg in case of fire, and induced them to 
dh'ect the purchase of an engine and suitable hoM for its pro- 
tection. V 

Th.9 amount drawn from the treasury for ropaira on the 
Columbia and Philadelphia railroad, during the fiscal year, is 
f«9,S84 35. 

Tlie fifth section of the act of the 1 9th July, 1839, author- 
izes the canal commissioners to enter into negotiaiions with 
certain railroad companies, and ascertain upon what terms 
-Mch of laid roads can be purchased by the Comraonw«ateh, ; 



fcr iStim porpoae of avoiding the SehuylkiU inclioed planew — 
This duty has been attended to, end will be made the subiect 
of a special report to the legislature* 

J^otive Parmer, 

The present anperintendent of motit'e power on the Co- 
lumbia railway, in taking charge of that department, had 
many difficulties to encounter, owing to the bad condition of 
the road and locomotives, at the inclement season of the year 
they were placed uiuleriiis management 

Instead of finding 27 enjpnes in excellent repair, as atated 
by the late superintendent in his annual report, the board are 
informed by the officer who succeeded him, that but six could 
be found at aU fit for use. Measures however were iounedi- 
stely adbpted to repair tke engines, and instructions were 
given the superintendent to buy such new ones, as might be 
necessary to acc«>mmodate ^e business «f the road. Under 
this authority, eleven new locomotives were eontraded for. 
Three were purchased from Peter Wager and J. R. Ha»* 
singer, manufactured by Henry R. Campbell, Philaddphia : 
two fipom D. H. Dottcrer, & Co., of Reading ; two from Rosa 
Winans, of Baltimore : two from W. Norri% and two firom 
Baldwin and Co., Philadelphia. There are now thirty l<x»- 
motives in service on this road, of which fourteen are first 
dass engines, weighiiig thirteen tons» and are ea^ capable 
of propelling one hundred and forty tons over the load; the 
remainder are second class engines, weighing ten tons. If 
the business should not greatly increase during the eoming 
year, these engines will be sufficient for the use of the road. 
A balance beyond the appropriation of last session for loco- 
motives, ropcsy dec -remaining unpaid will be required, 
amounting to $90;000. 

- The attention of the board was very eaify turned to the 
propriety of introducing mineral coal, as a fuel for generating 
steam in locomotive engines. They directed numerous ex* 
periments to be made with anthracite coal, and the result has 
itcen highly gratifying ; we are positively assured, by the su- 
perintendent and engineer, ihat perfect auceees has been at* 
tained. Measures have accordtngiy iieen adopted to prohibit 
the use of wood on this road, as fast as locomotives can be 
prepared for the use of coal. Five engines are near popcUed 
by steam generated with anthracite exclusively. 

Experiments have also been made in the use of bituminous 
ooal. It bas been foimd to answer admirably, when it can 
be had d( a pure quality, free from sulphur, in maares large 
enough to prevent its falHng- through the grates, and may be 
succ<^uUy^used in engines originally constructed for wood, 
withoCit any materiel alteration. Four engines are now con- 
stantly engaged on the road, that use no other fuet 

Owing to frequent accidents, safety^^ra have been adopt- 
ed on the inclined plane, at Sdinylkill,' which will hereafter 
afibrd additional security to freight snid paeaengerBL They 
have Ixjcn fairly tested on the Allegheny Portage road, and 
so far as the board have learned, have not failed in a single 
nnstance. It is a matter of surprise, that thfy were not sooner 
placed on the Schuylkill plane, where they were more needed 
than at any other. 

It appears by the report of the Bn).erintefldcnt that 52,664 
i^rs passed over the Columbia plane, 6 1 ,1 56 over the Schuyl- 
kill plane during the present year, and that they were carried 
in 4239 trips over the road, making 347,660 miles UaveUed 
in the year. 

The amount of motive power toll received on this road, 
durine the fiscal year, is as follows : 

AtPhUadelphi $80,754 S8 

PaoU 1,108 39 

Downmgtown 4,4fi8 19 

Parkestourg 4>960 73 

Laneaster.v 26.486 66 

Cduinbia, ^ 60,565 81 

Total .$187,354 05 



Amount drawn from the Treasury, for mo- 
tive power expenditures during the same 
period, $156,673 19 
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The attentioii of the legurialure is respectfiiily referred to 
the report of the eiipertntendeat of motire power, for further 
puttcuUn. 

The Board would recommend the repeal of the act of the 
15th April, IS34, giving to individaab the right to place 
care for ihe conveyance of passengers on the state railroadit. 
The canning of passengers should he done by the Common- 
wealth exclusively. It would require but few, if any ad- 
ditional agents, and would add to the rerenues derived from 
the road at least one hundred and fifty thousand dollars per 
annum. Companies derive their greatest profits from this 
source, and there is no good reason why the Commonwealth 
- should not make the best use of her improvements. 

Jioad to avoid the Columbia Inclined Plant, 

This improvement is, at length, nearly completed. The 
grading was finished in July last, and a single track of ratk 
transferred from the former location has been laid. Within 
a few weeks trains have passed round the plane, but the depot 
at the head of the canal basin, being unfinished, the road 
cannot yet be advantageously used. It will be completed 
during the winter, so that the Columbia inclined plane may 
bo entMy avoided by the coming spring. * 

The attention of the board has been turned to the location 
of the road through the town of Columbia It occupies the 
main street of the town, where mibst oi the business is trans- 
acted, and when in full operation, must necessarily exclude 
all other travel from the street. The grade is such as to re- 
quire an embankment, in some places, four or five feet higher 
tiian the foot pavement, and the street is so narrow that not 
more than two tracks can be laid, without entirely shutting 
np the street The arrivsl and departure of the difierent 
trains cannot be arranged, so as to transact the business of 
the road, at that point on two tracks. Two modes of avoid- 
ing the evil, have been suggested by the engineer, one of 
which the board believe should be adopted, they therefore 
recommend an appropriation for that -purpose. 

The amoimt appropriated by the last legislature has been 
found entirely inadequateto defray the expense of completing 
this work. It will be observed by the report and estimate of 
the engineer, that the following sums are yet required, viz : 

For balance due on grading, '|32,631 05 

do. do. depot, 3,622 29 

do. do. firsttrack, 12,731 1*4 

do. do. fencing, 979 14 

do. do. materials used, 1?,104 27 

Amount required to complete second track, . . 37,960 00 

Amount required to complete road back of 

track,. V'81 15 

Contingencies and supervision,. .»■*■; * 10,7 10 90 

117,819 94 
Deduct unexpended appropriation,. 43,984 97 

73,834 97 
Add amount to alter route through Colamiia, 17,310 00 

Whole amount required, $91 ,1 44 97 

Eastern Division, 

This division is forty-four and a half miles in length, ex- 
tending from the junction of the Juniata and Susquehanna 
divisions, a^ Duncan's Island, to the canal basin at Columbia. 
There has been no interruption to the navigation on it during 
the present session. The Clark's Ferry dam was slightly in- 
jured by the ice freshet of last spring. The sluice walls were 
carried awsy, snd the cribbing of the dam received some in- 
juiy. The.<e have, however, been repaired in a permanent 
manner. The outlet locks into the Swatara, at Middletown, 
requiring thorough repair, the board directed that a single 
lode should be constructed in their atead, having the whole 
lift of the two original locks, which was seventeen feet. The 
chamber has been increased, in length, to one hundred 
and thirteen feet, and in width t^ eighteen and a half feet, in 
order to accommodate the. river craft which passes into the 
canal at that point. The work is /mw rapidly progressing, 



and will be completed in time for tde spring trade. Cost of 
conatruction about 6fteen thousand dollars. 

The k)ck at York Haven Ferry, (No. 4,) having been for 
years in a bad condition, and several times partially repaired 
during the winter months, without any permanent benefit, 
the board directed the construction of an additional lock, 
which has been placed under contract and will be completed 
for use early the ensuing summer. The original lock may 
then be thoroughly repaired. 

Extensive ropaira will be required immediately on this di- 
vision. The aqueducts at Clark's creek and Stony creek re- 
quire renewal, and those over Pax ton, Conewogo, Conoy 
and Gbiques creeks, are very defective and insecure ; near^ 
all the locks require new gates and sheet pittng. 

A new towing path bridge across the entrance of the state 
basin at Harrisburg, is required. It is proposed to substitute 
for the low level platforms, embankments of earth, and stone 
abutments for ^e timber trussels, which support the main 
bridge* 

The sluice through the Clark's Feny dam, for river navi- 
gation is much deeper than is necessary. When the water 
was veiy low last summer, it appeared to be six or seven feel 
deep in the schute, it is proposed Co fill it up about three feet, 
which will ensure a plentiful supply of water m die canal, 
without in the least endangering the navigation of the river. 

The appropriation for doubling the guard locks and lift 
lock No. I, on this division, is exhausted, and there is still a 
balance due for work done, which will have to be provided 
for. The lower guard lock and lock Na I, have been con»- 
pleted. For the upper additional guard lock, the stone had 
been delivered, and the pit excavated in 1838, but as the 
present board could not perceive the necessity for doubling a 
lock which is not used one month in the year, and is never 
dosed except when the river is so high as altoost to preclude 
the possibility of crossing the pool of the dam, they directed 
(he suspension of the further prosecution of the work upon 
it, after having secured the pit by throwing up an embank- 
ment at each end. The work done and materials delivered 
amounted to $10,398 65 which has been fully paid. The 
balance remaining unpaid at the other locks, will be seen by 
the following statement; - 

Final estimate on lower guard lock and lock No. 

1, including iron, ~. $30,718 17 

Amount paid by supervisors, 23^316 96 

Amount due, $7,409 21 



There are in use on tbis division fourteen lift locks, not 
including the guard>locks, the lock into the Union Canal, 
and the outlet locks at Middleton and Columbia. There are, 
in addition, three locks from the pool of the Cbrk's Feny 
dam to the junction of the Juniata and Susquehanna divii 
sions.'on Duncan's Island. The entire lockago from the 
Columbtp basin to the pool of Clark's Ferry dam, b ninety- 
four and a half feet, and from the pool to the junction, twenty- 
one and a half feet 

The Tide Water Camd, extending from Columbia to 
Havre de Grace, on the Chesapeake, having been completed 
daring the present season, and the Wiconisco canal being in 
a state of forwardness, an immense increase of business upon 
this division, may be confidently anticipated. The Susque- 
hanna cool trade, hitherto comparatively unimportant, will 
now commence with renewed energy, and will doubtless fnr> 
nish a greater amount of tonns^, than that heretofore de- 
rived from all other sources on the Susquehanna canals. To 
accommodate the increase of trade, the boord would respect- 
fully urge upon the legislature, the propriety of doubling all 
the locks on this division during the ensuing year. If this 
suggestion should meet the approbation of the Legislature, 
an appropriation of $09/ '00 00 will be required to carry it 
into eifect. > 

The amount required for ordinary repairs on this division 
for the ensuing year, is estimated at twenty-one thousand two 
hundred and fifty dollars. 

For extraordinary repairs, there will be requited the fol- 
lowing sums : 
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Towing-path bridge at Hanisbiirg, $2,500 00 

Road and fiinn bridges. 11,0:0 00 

Claik'a Creek aqueduct, 7,000 CO 

Pkxton'iCreA da 6,000 00 

New thnte wein, 3,300 00 

Outlet lock at Portsmouth, 15,000 00 

Outlet lock at Columbia, 16,000 00 

Additional lock at York Haven feny, 7,500 00 

Extraoxdmaiy repairs, $67,300 00 

Oidinaiy iqMtn, 21,260 00 

Whole amount required for repairs, $88,560 00 

Balance due on additional locks at Clark's 

Feny, 7,402 21 

Total required, $95,952 21 

The amount drawn from the Treasury, for re- 
pain on this division during the lastfiacal 
7ear,is $32,363 16 

Juniata Divition. 

This division extends from the junction at Duncan's Is- 
land to the basin at HoUidaysburg, and is one hundred and 
twenty-^even and a half miles in length. Navigation com- 
mence on it the nineteenth of March, and continued through- 
out the season, with but few interruptions. One spaa of the 
Shaver's Ford aqueduct, one hundred feet in length, gave 
way early in August last. The frame wedc supporting the 
trank having become decayed, broke off at the piers, and the 
whole span fell into the river. Prompt measures were adopt- 
ed to repair the breach, and on the eig^ith day after it occurred, 
boats again passed the aqueduct Two spans of the aque- 
duct at Jack's narrows require renewal, for which materials 
have been provided. Contracts for repairing nine of the un- 
oovend aqueducts, were entered into during the jiresent sea- 
son, and the work is progressing. 

The new trunk of the aqueduct at Duncan's Island, will 
be extended across the stream during the ensuing winter. 
The appropriations for that purpose, according to the esti- 
mates of the engineer, will be sufficient 

There are ninety-one locks on this division, overcoming 
654 63-100 feet of lockage. They are generally built on 
the composite plan ; and a large portion of them must have 
entire new lining, new gates and sluices, before the business 
of another season commences. Contracts have been made 
for the delivery of the necessary materials, and the work will 
be prosecuted during the suipeifsion of navigation the en- 
MUDg winter. Two locks require a thorough repair — ^they 
will have to be taken down to their foundation and rebuilt 

The board would recommend the construction of a guard 
lock Jn the long narrows, instead of the single set of gates 
now in use at that point They are in bad condition, and 
•much delay is frequently occasioned by the difficulty of pass- 
ing them. 

The waste weirs were originally constructed entirely of 
wood, and a large number of them require immediate re- 
newal They should be repaired with stone abutments. 

The superstructure of many of the bridges has become 
too much decayed to last another season. Contracts for the 
renewal of thirty-eight of the number have been entered into. 

By a resolution of the General Aasembly, passed the 17th 
day of June last, the Canal Commissioners were "authorized 
•10 put under contrsct, and <aiuse to be constructed a towing 

Kith on the west side of the river Juniata, irom the dam at 
oftfa's Island to a point near or opposite the town of Mil- 
lentown, where it is contemplated to erect a bridge so as to 
make a complete slack-water navigation between those points, 
if in their opinion, after a personal examination of the loca- 
tion, in company with a practical engineer, ^the interests of tlie 
commcowealih would be promoted by such cliange." It was 
provided also, that '* if the aforesaid change shoukl be effect- 
ed, the Canal CommiMioners shall enter into a contract with 
the bridge company at Milierstown, for the construction of a 
Jowing path for the use of the Commonwealth, in connexion 
widi said bridge." By the same resolution U is moreover 



** provided that if the Canal CommisBioncn should be of 
opinion, that the interests of the Commonwealth will he 
belter promoted by erecting a towing path to die bridge now 
in contempktiaii, at Rider's Feny, where the rope feny now 
crosses, they shall enter into contract with the bridge com- 
pany at Rider's Ferry, for the construction of a towing path, 
for the use of the Commonwealth, in connexion with said 
bridge." 

In pursuance of the provisions of the forgoing resolution, 
the board in company with Mr. A. B. Warlord, a practicBl 
eivgineer, persoDoUy examined the propoaed dnnge of loc*- 
tion. Tlie distance from the ropo feny to the bridge at Mil- 
ierstown, is one mile and seven-eighdis, and the cost of con- 
structing a towing path and new outlet locks is estimated at 
$30,000. When completed nothing is gained which cannot 
be as readily accompUahed by the construction of a towing 
path bridge at the rope ferry. The board had therefore no 
difficulty in deciding that the interests of the Commonwealth 
woukl not be promoted by the construction of a towing path 
on the west side of the river from the dam at North's Islsjid 
to a point near or opposite Milierstown. They also declined 
entering into a contract with the bridge oompiOiT at the ropo 
ferry, for the construction of a towing path for the uae of the 
state in connexion with their bridge. While they are satis- 
fied that a towing path bridge should be constructed at thai 
point, they do not consider that the interests of the Common- 
wealth would be promoted by entering into partoemhip with 
an incorporated company to accompliidi the object Such a» 
sociatioru unifermly result to the disadvantage of the state, 
and should be scrupulously avoided. The board in Iheir re- 
port of the 1 1th of March last, recommended the oonstni^ 
tion of a towing-path bridge at the expense of the Conunon- 
wealth, as a substitute for the rope ferry. Their opirdons on 
that subject remain unchanged, and ixey now respectfully 
ask an appropriation for that purpose. Estimated oosi 
$20,000. 

The following statement shows the estimated cost of r»- 
pairs on the Juniata Division for the eruuing year. 
Cleaning out.bcd of canal and raising and 

strengthening banks, $10,000 00 

Repairing locks, 29,000 00 

** aqueducte, ,... 36,3C0 CO 

** waste weirs, i 10,600 00 

. " bridges, 9,500 00 

** dams. 1,000 00 

" slope walls, 6,000 00 

** feny at North's Island, 600 00 

Whole amount required $103,000 00 

There was drawn from the Treasury for repairs on this 
division for the last fiscal year, the sum of $49,636 31. 

JUlegbeny^ Portage Railroad* 

Repair Department, 

The Allegheny Portage railroad is thirty six miles in 
length, commencing at the canal basin at Hollidaysburg,and 
terminating at the basin at Johnstown, passing over the sum- 
mit of the mountain by ten inclined planes. The elevation 
of the summit above water line of canal at HoUidayrtiurg, is 
1398 71-100 feet, and above the canal at Johnstown 1171 
68- too feet Since the road was opened for transportation 
in April last, business upon it has been uninterrupted. The 
whole road was in a very bad state of repair, when it was 
committed to the charge of the present supervisor. Eight 
of the inclined planes were toUUy unfit for the spring bosi* 
ncss, and henco it was found necessary to keep employed 
during the season, a strong force of hands in removing de- 
cayed timber, introducing additional cross-ties, adjusting the 
superstructure, clearing out drains and removing hill sUpo. 

The superstructure 4ipon the inclined planes, consists of 
timber cross-tios. and railsand the plate bar. Having been in 
use about eight yean, the decay of the limber had progressed to 
nich an extent; that thorough repairs couk) no longer be 
delayed. The last legislature having ^led to grant an ap- 
propriaUon for renewing these tracks with T raib, as i«coni- 
mended in the annual report of our predecessors, and tnied 
by the present board in their o^ijt of the I Mb Match, th« 
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tfuperviaor wai directed to provida materiali for a thorough 
repair OQ the present plan. A large number «f white oak 
aillaand locust cross-tiea have been eabstituted during the pre- 
sent season ; and engagements have been made for the deliv- 
ery, by neit spring, of a sufficient number to put the planes 
in good re^r. The expense of providing T rails may there- 
fore be deferred until the tracks again require renewaL 

The cast iron diains on this road, were imported from 
England. Experience has proved, that although in the first 
instance they cost less than those made of American iron, 
nothing was gained in the end by the adoption of the foreign 
metal It is high and brittle, and the chair light, conse- 
quently at least one half have ftdled, which have been re- 
placed by a heavier srticle of Pennsylvania manufacture, and 
of superior quality. New chairs are also required where- 
ever additional c ro w t ics are hMerted. A large number of 
tiie sheaves on the inclined planes are so much broken as to 
be useless ; many have been re-set the present season, and 
the remainder wil] require renewing the ensuing summer. — 
This has increased the expense of castings. 

The amount required for repairs is estimated as follows : 
Drains, adjusting track, renewing superstruc- 
ture, dkc, $21,000 00 

8,ooaoa 

6,60J 00 

3,500 0() 

^,000 00 



Re-laying track on Planes,. 
Castings for chairs and sheaves,. . . 
Slope walls, culverts, depots, dtc,. 
Stacks, flues and dwellings, , 



timates the cost of roofing at three dollars per foot lineat— 
According to this estimate a plane two thousand feet in length 
would cost six thousand dollars. A good roof, with littk 
repair will last ten or twelve years. In the opinion of the 
board, the ex periment is worth trying.* If the legislature coq* 
cur with them an appropriation for the purpose will be required. 

During the present year the aggregate amount of tonnage 
passing one wsy over the road was about 60,000 tons— and 
the greatest amount passed in one day about 1,600 tons. — 
This amount is not at all equal to the capacity of the road, 
if the business of the country required greater exertions.-— 
The superintendent of motive power informs us that from 
actual experiments made on plane No. 8, (the longest on the 
line,) a train of 4 cars, or 14 tons of merchandise, may be 
passed each way in 8 minutes, working the plane 24 hours 
gives at that rate 3520 tons per day, and 630,G0U tons per 
year of 250 days. 
Amount of motive power toll received at Hol- 

lidaysburg during the fiscal year $67,861 17 

Amount received at Johnstown,. 32,176 65 

Amount received at summit, 3,241 66 

Whole amount received 92,769 48 

Motive power expenses during the year, 114,677 70 



$42,000 00 



The amount drawn from the Treasury, for re- 
pairs during the last fiscal year, is $34,432 25 

A suitable building for a Collector's office, should be im- 
mediately erected at Hollidaysburg; an appropriation of 
$8000 is required to meet the expense. 

Motive pover DepartmenU 

No change has been made in the motive power emjdoyed 
on the Allegheny Portage railroad, during the past season. 
Locomotives are used aa the long levels, horses on the short 
levels, and-' stationary engines at the planes. The press of 
business in the eariy part of the season, however, induced the 
board to try the experiment of passing burden trains over the 
road at night, which proved entirely practicable, and a jye^ 
tem was adopted by which the road was worked eighteen 
hours per day. Tins enabled transporterrto- pass their trains 
of cars over the road in one day, an object of great importance 
to them, and of undoubted advantage to the Stole* The ex- 
pense of the motive power was from this cause slightly in^ 
creased, but too tittle to be estimated when compared with 
the benefits accruing to other portions of the pubUc improve- 
ments by, Jiaving all freight passed without delay over this 
important link in the chain of cooununieation. 

There are seventeen locomotives on this road, twelve of 
which are required to be in active use. Most of these en- 
gines were employed on tfie Columbia railroad, before they 
were sent to the Portage in 1835, '36 and '37, and are oon- 
aequently second and third rate. Some of them aie much 
worn and shattered, three have been entirely re-built, and one 
is useless. Situated as these locomotives are, it is almost im- 
possible to keep the proper number in good working order. 
l^ht board would recommend an appropriation to purchase 
at least two locomotive engines of the first class, to be in 
readiness on the opening of the road in the spring. 

The very inferior quali^ of the ropes on the incUned planes 
has been a source of contmued vexation and difficulty. By 
the report of the engineer, it will be seen that breaking a 
rope has been a common occurrence, and that extensive in- 
jury and loss has only been prevented by the almost perfect 
aeeofity rendered by the' safety car. Upon three of the 
planes, new ropes have been [Haced within the last three 
months— and for live others they have been prepared. The 
remaining two will be required early in the spring. Average 
eost of a new rope, on the plane, u $3000. 

To lessen the annual expense of purchasing ropes, by pfe- 
serring them from the weather, the engineer having charge 
of this road rwommmda that the pknes be roofed. He ea- 



Exccas of expenses, 



$21,908 22 



The board recommend the following appropriations to tho 
motive power fund for Portage raOroad. 

Two new locomotives, $16,000 00 

Ropesfor 1840, 23,000 OJ 

Amount required $38,000 00 



Jfeatern Divinon, 

Thi» division^ extending from Johnstown to the Monon- 
gahela river at Pittsburg, is one hundred and four and one- 
fourth miles in length. Navigation opened on it about the 
20th of March, and continued in good order throughotit the 
season. 

When the board visited this division, during the past suo^ 
mer, they directed the branch canals, leading from the aque- 
duct aft Pittsburg, to the Monongahela and Allegheny rivers, 
to be thoroughly repaired. These works seemed to have been 
entirely neglected for the last few years — large deposits had 
been suffered to accumulate in the canal, and the locks had 
become so dilapidated as to be utterly impassible. In the 
Monongahela branch, the depth of sand and mud was so 
great as to prevent the passage of the water to the river, 
leaving in the midst of the city of Pittsburg, a stagnant and oP 
fenaive pool, endangering the health of the city. Jt struck 
the present board, as a little remariiable, that tlie pabUc 
authoritiea of Pittsburg should peaceably sit still, for three 
years, and suffer such a gross public nuissnoe to exist, at the 
peril of the lives of the inhi^itants of the city, vridiout a 
word of remonstrance or complaint against the administra- 
tion through whose neglect it had been occasioned. Tlie 
officers now having charge of the public improvements had 
scarcely signed their official oaths, before the citiiens became 
very sensitive upon the subject; and the Monongahela 
branch of the Peimsylvania canal was presented by the grand 
jury of Allegheny county, as a nuitance* Had they been 
as keen»§ctnted and tharp'Ughted a year or two previooa, it 
is probable they might have had the nuiaance abated by those 
who created it. 

The Grant's Hill Tunnel should be extended to Foorth 
Street at one end, and to Seventh street at the other; unleas 
this be done, the Monongahela branch can only be kept open 
by the frequent removal of the sand and mud brought into 
the canal from the aides of the hill by every run. It is esti- 
mated to cost $13,60(f()0 

From which deduct the amount appropriated. 5,0€0 00 



Amount required to extend tunnel $8,6C0 00 

If the tunnel be only extended to Fourth street, the som 
of $2»000 wiU be 
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The prism of the Canal on this division, throughout its 
Tvhole extent, is greatly obstructed by sand bans, mud de- 
posits, and hill slips, which appear to have been years accu- 
mulating. The present sopervisorj, entered upon their 
duties in February ; in March navigation commenced, so 
that but a smalt portion of this kind of repairs could be made 
last winter. It is important that the canal should at all points 
have the proper depth of vvater. If it be otherwise ^La few 
places, the business capacity of the whole length of tho Canal 
is thereby pmportionably dhninished. The Boaid have given 
the necessary instructions to the supervisors, 'to have tlie 
bars removed during the approscliing winter, relying upon 
the legi^aturc to provide the means. 

From the constant wave in the Canal, produced by the 
passage of packet boats, it may become necessary to protect 
the inner side of the canal banks by a light slope wall, 
throughout the whole extent of the main line. The banks 
have already been greatly diminished in their width by the 
action of tho water, and at points where they have been re- 
paired by loose bX^o or gravel, in a few months the material 
may be found on the bottom of the Canal. These repairs 
should be made gradually, and at places where most required. 
If this suggestion (Comports with the views of the legislature, 
an appropriation of $12,000 is required, which it is estimated 
will wall thirty miles. 

There are 70 locks on this division, and 470 feet of lockage. 
They were originally constructed of cut stone laid in hydrau- 
lic cement. 

At many points the stone were of an iftfeiior quality, and 
faftve failed k> resist the continued action of air, frost and 
water. Five oT the locks have so far failed, that boats can 
only be passed with great difficulty. The gates have to be 
fofTced open with a windlass, and the walls are in constant 
danger of collapsing. These must be rebuilt during the en- 
Buing summer. It is proposed to construct the new locks 
along side of the present ones, which will ensure good jobs. 
Cut stone work cannot be laid in cement in freezing wea- 
ther. 

The locks upon the division, with few exceptkxis» require, 
new gates and »heei piling. . 

Thfe dams have been generally repaired during the present 
season, and are now m good order. Some grsvefling remains 
to be done. Contracts for cribbing lower slope of dam No. 
2, on the Ligonier line, and No. 3, on the Kiskiminitas and 
Conemaugh line, were entered into and partly executed during 
the present season. Estimated cost $8,600 00. 

The bearing beams of the aqueduct at the mouth of (he 
Kiskiminitas require renewal. Several other aqueducts re- 
quire partial repairs. 

The bridges were origitraHy constructed on this division 
with wooden abvtments, and generally need rebuilding. — 
The board have directed the substitution of stone abutments ; 
thirty*fiv« have been put under contract, and twenty more 
win be, as soon as funds arc provided. 

Amount required for repairs on WesternvdiviBtoii for ensu- 
ing year, viz: 

Allegheny and Monongahcla branches dt 

Pittsburgh « 

Completing tunnel to' Fourth street 

Bed of canal and embankment 

Locks - 

Dams, (including contracts for cribbing). . . . 

Aqueducts : .*...•.• 

Bridges 27,000 00 

Waste weirs and culverts ' 1,500 00 

Lock houses 2,0Ct> ^0 



|0;000 00 
2,000 00 
17.000 00 
52,000 CO 
10,(00 00 
4,000 00 



Total amount required 124,500 00 



The amount drawn from the Ireasury for repain on this 
divj^n during the last fiscal year, is $33,895 52. 

Beaver Dlvin^n, 

This division extends from the mouth of Beaver Creek, up 
that stream to the junction of the Shenango and Neshannock 
CreekB, at the town of New Castle, thence by slack-water 
lix mileB along the Shcuango to lock No 1, on the Erie ex- 



tension, and is thirty and thiee-fourths mile in length. Tho 
lockage is one hundred and thirty-two foot, and is overccmie 
by 17 lochs. 

The surface of low water in tho Ohio river at the mouth 
of Beaver, is 419^ feet below tlie summit level of the Erie 
extension at Connceuit Lake, and 90^ feet above tho surface 
of Lake Erie. 

The completion of the Penn^'ylvanla and Ohio q^ial 
which connects the public works of Oluo with those of Penn- 
sylvania, two miles below New Castle, will render this divi- 
sion an important link in the chain of improvemenis, con- 
necting the eastern and western waters. A direct communi- 
cation will be opened by this route between Cleveland oil 
Lake Erie, and the mouth of Beaver on the Ohio river, and 
thence by the river to Pittsburg, and the Pennsylvania amab 
and railroads to Philadelphia. ^ 

The Cross Cut Canal, it is contemplated will be open for 
navigation next spring, and a large amount of tonnage will 
be brought upon our public works, which has hitherto sought 
a market through other channek. Forty-three miles of tho 
Erie extension, reaching to the village of Greenville, in Mer- 
cer county, will also be opened in the spring, which will fur- 
nish an outlet for tho trade of the Shenango valley. When 
the Erie extension shall be completed and a communication 
ef&cted with the harbor of Erie, the Beaver division will 
undoubtedly become one of the most profitable lines of canoU 
in the Commonwealth. 

In view of the importance of this line of canal hereafter, 
the board at an early day turned their attention to placing it 
in a state of complete repair. Finding that the locks, aque- 
ducts, dams, dec. could not bo thoroughly repaired while the 
water was kept in the canal, tho supervisor was directed to 
suspend navigation, draw 'off the water and proceed with a 
strong force to make Fuch repairs under the direction of tho 
engineer as might be deemed indispensable. This was ac- 
cordingly done on the 19th of August, and navigation was 
not resumed until the 4th of November. During this 
period many important repairs were made, and a considerable 
amount of money expended, yet the engineer remarks in his 
report to the board, that the line is not yet perfect. He states 
that the " principal source of dtfficultVj is the defixrtive na- 
ture of the work at the locks. Thev were built of cut sand 
stone, laid in common lime mortar, and in the several locks 
that were altogether, or in part, rebuilt this season, it was 
found that all the Kine had been washed out, so that the water 
poBsed through the walls in every direction.^' For a particu- 
hor description of the repairs on the Beaver division, the 
legislature are respectfully referrbd to the report of W. Mil- 
nor Roberts, engineer, herewith submitted. 

The following statement shows the estimated amount of 
work done during the year, 1839 : 

* 

Locks No. 16, and 17 — dam No. 6, basin 

between locks, channels below outlet lock, 

and pool of dam No. 6 

Locks No. 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 With the 

adjomuig levels and dam No. 5 

Dam No. 4, and pool 7 miles in length, and 

locks No, 9 and 10. 

Dam No. 3, lock No. 8, excavation of rock 

and gravel in new channel, and piers and 

abutments of new towing path bridge at 

Connoquenessing creek 

Dam No. 2, and lock No. 7. 

Geneml repaifB from lode No. 17 to k)ck No. 

6, in clearing: out canal, and protecting 

towing path. 

Locks No. 5 and 6, adjoining levtls, (lock 

No. 6, was entirely rebuilt) 

Lock No. 4, was cntireFy rebuilt 

Aqueduct No. 2, caulkmg- 

do No. 1, rebuilding and lengthening 

abutments, and piers, and widening the 

trunk 

General repairs from lock No. 6, to bearl of 

Beaver division, clearing out canal, and re- 
pairing and protecting towing-path 



$4,976 00 

6,000 00 

13,950 00 



8798 00 
1,693 00 



2,672 00 

8,570 00 

6,760 00 

30 00 



4,372 00 
2^60 00 
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Cost of tools on the division 1,900 00 

Incidental bills not included above ......... 1 ,000 00 

^60,595 00 
Deduct amount appropriated to Beaver divi- 
sion for repairs for 1830 33,000 00 

^ Balance due by Commonwealth. $27,594 00 

The late board of Canal Commissioners, in their annual 
leport, stated thai it would require a large sum, to make sub- 
etantial and permanent repairs on the Beaver division, and 
asked ''an appropriatlen of $40,572 for that purpose.'* In 
the report of the present board of the 1 ith March last, they 
were estimated at $47,660. A reference to the foregoing 
statement will show that both estimatrs wore too low. Upon 
a close examination, the locks were (bund to be in a much 
worse condition than was anticipated— several had to be 
nzed to their foundations and rebuilt. 

The following statement shows the estimated amount re> 
quired for repaira the ensuing year : 
Rebuilding protection crib outside of lock No. 
17, repairing basin and repairing wall out- 
side of lock No. 16 $1,700 00 

Repairing towing path above dam No. 6. . . . 300 00 

Repairing locks Nos. 12, 13, 14 and 15 ... . 150 00 

travelling dam No. 5 and removing bars. . . . 800 00 

Repairing lock^ Nos. 9 and 10, and levdl 8d> 

joining ; 265 00 

Repairing crib above lock No. 9 670 00 

Building stop gates opposite dam No. 4 1 ,464 00 

Gravelling dar^No. 4 1,200 CO 

Raising and protecting towing path between 

dam No. 4, and dam No. 3 8,5.0 00 

Repairing lock No. 8 90 J 00 

Repairing lock No. 7. , . , ; . . . . 750 00 

Repairing locks Nos. S, 3, 4, 5 and 6 300 00 

fridges and waste weirs 3C0 00 

Raisinff and repairing towing path along pdol 

of Shenango dam 2,400 00 

Incidental work on the division 2,600 00 

Towing path bridge at New Castle 2,300 00 

Total amount requned for 1 840 23,392 50 

Balance due m 1839 27,694 00 



$50,986 50 



From the amount of trade which may immediately be ex- 
pected on the Beaver diviaion, the board believe the interests 
of the commonwealth would be promoted by the eonstruction 
of a weigh lock on that line ; this will require about $8,000, 
which, if the legislature concur with them, should he included 
in th^ appropriation for new work on old Hnes. 

The day is not far distant when Pennsylvania will find it 
her interest to construct a canal or slack water navigation 
from Pittibuig to Beaver, and thus furnish an uninterrupted 
communication from Cleveland and the harbour of Erie, on 
the lake, to our vrestem metropolis, and ihenoe to Philadel- 
phia, thereby seeming the carriage of the trade <^ Ohio and 
the lakes to our own State worka.' The cost of transhipment 
at Beaver and Pittsburg, and the low stage of water hi tbe 
Ohio river during the summer months, between ihose points, 
will be burthensome, and a source of continued vexation to 
MHiporteif. 

Stuqyehanna Diinnon, 

This division extends from the junction at Bnncan*s I»- 
Uind to Nohhnmberland, and u thirty-nine miles in length. 
Navigation opened on the 21st of March, and continued 
without serious interruption throughout the season. 

In June kal, a eontnict was made for erecting a new Aque- 
duct over Pann's creek. It i« located below the old site, and 
will be thirty-five feet wide. This incivased width vriU n- 
nedy the inbonvenienoe hpretolbre experienced in passing 
boats, and will greatly fadlitafta the flow of water, to supply 
the lower levels. 6wing to the scarcity of fund*, whldi em- 

Vor.II. — IC 



baijassed our operationa on all the lines, this work has not 
progressed with that rapidity which was desirable. Aa the 
delay did not interfere with the use of tlie canal, it was not 
so material. It will lie completed early the ensuing spring. 

The adequate supply of water on the upper level, induced 
the board to direct an additional feeder from the Shamokin 
pool, to be introduced below the guard lock. This wofk has 
been commenced. ^ 

But few repairs have been made to the Shamokin dam— 
the water in the pool was kept up during the dry season by 
gravelling the dam, and closing the schute. It never has been 
wa^r tight, and a sufficient sum should now be expended on 
it, to avoid the annual expense of gravelling. The engineer 
has included in his estimate of repairs, a sum sufficient to 
repair it permanently. There are twelve locks on this divi- 
sion, and h6 5-1 J feet of lockage. 

The following is the estimated amount required for repairii 
vizi 

Locks and waterways, $14,005 OO 

Shamokin dam, 30,600 00 

Feeder from Shamokin pool, 3,100 00 

Penn*s Crock aqueduct, 18,426 00 

Mahontango aqueduct, 200 00 

Berry's Run aqueduct, 120 00 

Renewing and repairing bridges,. 8,200 00 

Repairing waste weirs 4,495 00 

Ordinary repairs of bonks, &c-,r . . • i 3,000 OJ 

$81,146 00 



The amoQnt drawn firom the treasury for repairs, during 
the last fiscal yeor, is $4,000 00 

Ntrth Branch Diviticn. 

This division extends from Northumberland to Lackawa 
na creek, and is 73^ miles in length. Navigation opene^ 
on it the first day of April, and continued with as few inter- 
ruptions during the season, as from the wretched condition 
of the locks and aqueducts, could have been expected. The 
locks between Northumberland and Nanticoke, were origi- 
nally constructed of wood ; and having been ten yean in use, 
from the natural decay of timber, it will be apparent to all, 
that navigation could only be kept up by the closest attention. 

On the 27th of August last, proposals were received for 
re-building al) the wooden locks on thQ North Branch divi- 
sion, the aqueducts over Mill Crsek and Lodge's Run, all 
the defective bridges on the division, and for constructing a 
substantial towing path along the pool of the Nanticoke dam. 
Contraeta were entered into at prices favourable to the com- 
monwealth, but the scarciff of funds prevented the rapid 
progreasion of the. work* The locks will be built upon the 
combined plan with wood and stone. 

The feeder dam, ^ Lackawanna, was swept away by the 
flood last spring, anu the schute of the Nanticoke dam was 
very seriously injured. The latter has been placed under 
contract, ond the repairs wiH be completed in time for the 
spring navigation. 

By the fourth section of the act of the 9th day of July last, 
entitled ** An act to provide for the lepairs of the several 
lines of canal and railroad, and to continue the improvemente 
of the State, the canal commisaoners were authorized to 
change tho location of the feeder dam on the Lackawanna 
river, and if necessary, to extend the feeder up said creek to 
a distance not exceeding two miles — if, in the opinion of the . 
commissioners, after a careful examination by a competent 
scientific engineer, they shall deem such change neeessary 
to promote the intereMs of the commonwealth, and to secure 
the permanency of said Work." 

The board, accompanied by their engineer, Mr. Warford, 
personally examined the proposed change of location of the 
feeder dam, and are of the opinion, that for the puipooe of 
intradueing the Lackawanna as a feeder, it will not be ne- 
cessary to extend the canal two miles up that stream. A 
good location occur* about one-third of a mile above the old 
dam, which, for all the uses of a feeder, should be adopted ; 
but iif the lsgxdutur« dengned to furnish to the rahabitents of 
Lackawanna' valley, who are at presmt cut oflT from the ini* 



122 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



[FSBBCAIT, 



provements bj the rapids in that stream, an out-let for their 
rich mineral and agricultural products, by extending the* ca- 
nal beyond the " Falls," which occur within tlie first two 
miloB. then the dam should be constructed about one mile 
and seven-eighths above the former location. At that point 
there is an excellent site, requiring a little over two hundred 
feet wier, on rock bottom, and between natural rock abut- 
ments, of coarse sand stone. Fifty-eight feet of lockage 
would be required to descend from the pool formed by this 
dam to the level of the present canal, and the dam and locks 
are estimated to cost $96,0(10 00. fio appropriations hav- 
ing been made by the legislature, for the accomplishment of 
the proposed change, the board directed the temporary dam, 
which had been hastily thrown up to supply navigation* to 
be kept in repair throughout the season — and postponed a 
decision until further legislative action could Be had on the 
■ulject. If the lower locution be adopted, tlie dam and ad- 
ditional feeder arc estimated to cost $1 1,700 00. 

In addition to the repairs now under contract on this divi- 
■ion, requiring a very large sum to be appropriated, the board 
would recommend that provision be made for constructing a 
towing path bridge across the pool of the Nanticoke dam — 
for deepening about five miles of the lower end of the first 
level below ^ dam, — for aliout one mile of protection wall 
bdow Berwick, originally constructed of timber, and for erect- 
ing a guard lock at Hemlock creak to protect the canal below, 
in tiroes of flood. 

The- foITowing is the estimated amount required for repairs, 
▼iz: 



Renewing eight locks, 

Aqueduct over Lodge*s run, 

Aqueduct at Mill creek, 

Repairing Nanticoke dam (balance) 

Rebuilding achute at Nanticoke dam, 

Constructing towing path along the pool of 

Nanticoke dam, 

Rebuilding and repairing 69 bridges (balance) . 

Castings, r. 

Rebuilding walls, ,,. 

Repairing weigh lock at Northumberland, 

Renewing waste weirs, ,^ 

Renewing water ways, , . . c . 

Deepening five miles of canal, 

Guaird lock at Hemlock creek, 

Towing path bridge across Nanticoke pool, .... 

Lackawanna creek, 

Ordinary repairs, 



$66,386 85 
7.976 76 

ir,5Go eo 

2,662 89 
4,376 20 

32,809 24 

31,885 16- 

750 00 

13,500 00 

2,000 00 

1,600 CO 

3,500 00 

7,950 00 

7,900 00 

36,000 00 

11.700 00 

10,600 00 



$251,897 09 
Deduct unexpended balance of »propriation,. . 57,661 47 

Balance required, $194,235 62 

The amount drawn horn the treasui^^during the last fis- 
cal year, for the repairs on this division, is $18,091 42. 

Conchui9u in ttexl number^ 



The Compromite J9ct. — " An act to modify the act of the 
I4th July, 1832, and all other acts imposing duties on im- 
ports. 

" Jifi it enacted by the Senate and Ifoute of Jiepreeen' 
taiivee of the United Statea of Jfrneriea, in Concrete 
aeiembled, That from and after the 31st day of December, 
1813, in all cases where duties are imposed on foreign im- 
ports by the act of the 14th July, 1632, entitled ' An ect to 
alt«T and amend the several ac's imposing duties on imports,' 
or by any other act, shall exceed twenty per oentnm on the 
value thereof, one-tenth part of such excess shall be deduct- 
ed ; firom and after the 81st day of December, 1835, another 
tenth part thereof shall be deducted ; fi\Hn and after the Slst 
day of December, 1 837, another tenth part shall be deducted; 
from and after the 3 1 st day of December, 1 859, another tenth 
part thereof shsH be deducted; and from and after the 3 Ist 
day of Deecmbcr, 1841, one half of the residue of such ex- 
cess shall be deducted ; and from and after the 30th day of 
June, 1842, the otiur half thereof shall be deducted.*' 



The late Robert Lenox, — It is well known that our lale 
esteemed follow dttzen, was one of the wealthiest men in this 
country, particularly of those who had acquired their own 
fortunes. No little curiosity has been manifested to know 
how large an estate he has left. We hear from a source en- 
titled to entire confidence, that he has left an e»tate worth 
about three millions of dollars, and an estate in every rerpect 
well invested, consisting principally of bonds and morlgagea 
on property in this city, — gt)od stocks and the best of real 
estate. Mr. Lonox has left decidedly the largest estate of 
any citizen that has ever died in this city, and there is pro- 
bably but one man fiving, and that John Jaoob Astor, whose 
estate is larger. Mr. Lenox has left a widow and eight chil- 
dren, of which one only is a son. He has left his property 
much after the English fashion — about two millions to his 
son, and about a hundred thousand dollars to each of the 
other children, besides ample means to his widow. 

The late Harmon Hendricks, a gentleman highly esteem* 
ed, has ]<*ft in personal property one million of dpilars, and 
real estate probabty of neariy that value. Had his liie been 
extended to that of Mr. Lenox, he would probably have left 
as large an estate. — N* 1". Exprete. 



Rain in Boston in ldo9.->The amount of run, (incltid- 
ing melted snow) which has fallen in Boston during the year 
1839, was 34.82 inches ; being 4.K4 inches less than the 
average of the twenty years previous to 1838. The greatest 
quantity in any year for the la4t twenty-two years was 50.- 
87 inches, in 1831 — 16.05 inches more than fell the last 
year. The amount has not equalled the average quantity 
(as deduced from twenty-two years observation) in any one 
of the last six years. The rain cf last year v^s leas br 3.25 
inches? than in 1838 and the least of any year except 1837t 
since 1828.— i>ai7£^ .^dv. 



LOSS BY FIRB. 



The loss of property in New York by fire, during the year 
1839, amounted to $3,029 500, of which $2,488,744 waa in 
stock, and $340,756, buildings. In this, $1,500,000 is pot 
down for the Water street. Front street, and Rurling ^Up 
fire, on' the 6th Oct. in goods, nnd $180,000 in buildings, 
making for that fire $1.6^0,000, which is a lai^ estimate ; 
$100,000 for the Canal, Elm and Howard street fire, on the 
30th of June; $64,000 for the Water street, Oct 18tfa; and 
96 2,50 J for the Cedar street fire, Dec. 14. The loss, inde- 
pendent of these, is $1,123,000. They were, in all, 169 
fires. — Whig, 



DIED, 8t the residence of her son, Daniel C. Hopper, K«i. 
near Centreville, Queen Ann's county, Md., on Thursday 
the 9th inst in the 80th year of her age, Mrs. Aair Homn, 
relict of Col. Wm. Hopper. 

This lady lived to see ninety-one of her descendants bom, 
forty-ibur cif whom are now aUve ; and it is a ramarkable 
circumstance that not one of them is dLssipeted or intem- 
perate, but that all of them who have arrived at the age of 
discretion except three belong e^her to the Methodist Epis- 
copal or Methodist Protestant Church. She waa a member 
of the M. E. Church for more than fifty years. 

Her husband died about/thirty years ago. They were 
among the first methodists on the Eastern Shore, and their 
boose was a regular preaching house for several yeaia before 
the erection of the meeting houses in their neighborhood and 
was the comfortable house of the earliest methodirt preadi- 
ers in America, Ashbury, Whatcoat Garretson, Ware, Cooper, 
Greentree, Roberts, Spry, Bishop, and many other reverend 
worthies were often their guests. 

Such was her character in her neighborhood that one of 
her neighbors in no wise related to her or her family, bequeath- 
ed three inftmt daughters to be brought up by her, and a ve*- 
spectable old gentleman of the neighboihood in nttklnf pio* 
visions for his widow, provided in his will that she should be 
the judfre whether his widow waa comfortably situated, and 
that such provisions should be made as she should determine 
to be proper. 
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Itcport of the Coal ?Ii]ilng AMOClation 
or SchHilkill Coiiiify« 

The Board of Trade submit to the Coal Mining Associa- 
tion, the following report: 

Your board regret that the business of the past year, has 
Dot been marked in its progress and conclusion, with Uiose 
many evidences of successful exertion, which we believe can 
only be realized and permanently maintained in connexion 
with the general prosperity of the country. 

The business of the past year has been but little difibvenl 
from 1 838, either in the amount sent to maiket or the de- 
mand for coal at any particular period of the season. The 
prices obtained for coal were but little if any better than those 
of the preceding year; which has been ruinous to some of 
those engaged in mining, as is now fully apparent to 
the most cawal observer. And it has been so, not only to 
individuals in the Schuylkill district, but to those operating 
in other places ; and no less so to the incorporated companies, 
■ome of whom have in their candour acknowledged this fact, 
as a part of their experience derived from the operations of 
the last two years. 

By examining the statistics of the coal trade for some years 
past, it will be found that the ratio of the increase of con- 
aumpiion is much less npw than it was some time nncc ; and 
tliat the supply increasecf in a much greater ratio than the 
consumption for the two years preceding the close of 1837. 

On the 1st of April 1838, it was admitted by all, that 200,000 
tons of Anthracite coal remained in the market unconsumed ; 
and by many the amount was supposed to be not less than 
3i0,000 tons. 

On the 1st of April last, there were supposed to be about 
150,000 tons in the market unconsumed ; and in this as well 
as in other sections of the coal region preparations had been 
made during the preceding winter, for prosecuting the mining 
operations so extensively, as to involve a large amount of 
capital in the merely preparatory measures ; which capital 
could not be withdrawn in any other way than by the regu- 
lar mining operationsu 

It now became evident that there was too much camtal in 
the business, unless those who bad invested it, had also 
possessed sufficient unemployed means to sustain their credit, 
which was pledged for a part of the money abvady invested. 

This not, however, being the case witC the majority, work- 
ing the mines as the only apparent means of relief was re- 
sorted to, hopefully believing, that by exercising the most 
rigid economy, a little clear profit might be made upon each 
ton mined ; or at least that the money dready invested might 
be ntumed. Thus many individuals thought to sustain their 
integrity in the mercantile worid, until the dawn of a more 
auspicious day. 

Some, however, believed that the only efficient plan, was 
to shorten the supply until it approximated more nearly to 
the wants of the community; and such a course was 
roost strenuously urged by them, but was not adopted as a 
general rule of action. 

Each one in order to relieve himself, pushed on and con- 
tinued sending large quantities of coal into the market, than 
wfcich no course was bettor calculated to increase the already 
existing difficulties ; and did in truth keep the price of coal 
so low that ii|stcad of a profit there WM very generally a 
loss sustained by mining. 

Could there have been a course pmvued, which was based 
upon the dictates of calm judgment derived from the known 
results of certain causes, instrad of what appenred to be the 
necessities of the case, the position of all the operatais, in 
this as well as other coal regions, would have been liur better 
than it now b. 

The operations of the past year have sent into the market 
ab.>ut 68,000 tons more than the business of the previous 
year, as will be seen by the following table : 

Aprfl 1st, 1833, remaining in market 

unsold 200,030 tons. , 

Bent this year from all sources. 738,068 

988,968 ' 



Supposed consumption. 



788,968 tons. 



April Ist, 1839, remaining unsold .... 

8ent this year from Schuvlkill ....... 

By Lehigh Canal from Mauch Chunk. 

from Parry ville .... 

from Penn Haven. 

from Lackawanna . 

from PInegrove. . . . 



150,000 

442,608 

140,651 

38,429 

41,565 

122,300 

20,63d 

960,192 



Of the coal pent from the Schuylkill and PInegrove min- 
ing* districts, 49,3.5 tons iverc taken for the supply of places 
on the line of the Union and Schuylkill canals ; and we are 
led to )>e)ieve that an amount fuily equal to this, has been 
supplied along the lines of the Lehigh and Lackawanna 
canals ; thus showing a total amount of 98,630 tons that 
did not reach the tide water, a&d leaving 707,562 tons for the 
supply sent the past year to the Atlantic markets. * 

This, with the amount remaining over on the 1st of April > 
last, will give a total of 857,562 tons for the consumption of 
the year ending the 1st of April nexi, which we believe will 
be an ample supply. 

In our last report wo entered briefly into an examination 
of the advantages to be derived from a proper apportionment 
of the labour of the country to its various objects ; — we ad- 
verted to the apparent necessity of some investigation on this 
point in our particular business; and earnestly requested all 
those engaged in mining and selling coal to devote more 
attention to this subject ; and will now again renew this re- 
quest, believing that enlarged benefits may arise from such 
investigation. 

There are at present in this vicinity 13 steam engines for 
coal operations ; 1 for driving a blast furnace smelting iron 
with Anthracite coal ; and 1 for various other purposes. 

Since the transportation of ooal by the Schuylkill camd, 
Ddaware river and Delaware and Karitan canal, directly to 
New Yoric, was<first regularly established by Messrs. Stock- 
ton and i:^tcvens, many others have, adopted the plan, and a 
considerable amount of coal has been carried in this marmer 
directly to that city, thereby saving the cost and charges, and 
the wastage that Is unavoidably attendant on transhipping it 
from boats into vessds at Philadelphia. 

The amount of coal that appears to have been sent in this 
manner directly to New York is 27,000 tons, at a cost of . 
about $3,76 per ten, including tolls and transportation, the 
whole trip requiring about sixteen days. 

Tor a)oagXime past the heavy losses sustained in trans- 
porting coal on the canal, has caused a great dissatis&ction 
among the dealers, and b#n the source of much solicitation 
to the Schuylkill Canal Company to adopt some means 
whereby this evil might be remedied in part at least 

This loss appears to have been caused by the impossibility 
of preventing the accumulation of waier in boats from leakage; 
and also through the dishonesty of some of the boatmen, 
who sold a part of their cargo between this and the city, and 
added water sufi^ient to make up the weight thus abstracted 
finom -the coal. 

After considerable Investigation on this subject, the Navi- 
gation Cqppany decided, that certain mean depths of water 
on the bottom of a boat, added to the cargo certain fixed 
weights; and concluded that by filing two or more tubes 
permanently, in a perpendicular position, in a boat, and using 
a sounding rod, the depth of water in a lioat might at all 
itimes'be determined, and a deduction from the cargo made 
accordingly. 

This plan was adopted, and has undoubtedly prevented 
much of the fraud carried on heretofore ; and it is highly 
important in another view, protecting as it does firom unjust 
accusations those who are honest and Cuthful in tlie perfonn- 
ance of the trust reposeJ in them. 

In some of our former reports, we suggested for the con- 
sidenUion of the Navigation Company, &e advantages that 
might result, both to them and us, by reducing the toll 
charged on amall coal and ooal dirt We believe it to be 
common on all the public improvements in this and other 
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■hown, mora than equal in Talue to all the coal produced an- 
nually. 

To generate ateam for the bbwing engine, heat the blast, 
and amielt one ton of pig iron, it is computed that from 2} to 
3 tons of coal are raquiied ; consequently an additional sup- 
ply of nearly 1 20,00U tons of coal will be wanted to produce 
40,000 tons of pig iron. ' 

If this truly important branch of business should be pux^ 
sued still further, and $200,000 more be spent in suitable 
buildings and machinery, these 40,000 tons of pig metal, 
may be drawn out into 30,000 tons of bar iron. 

To drive the machinery and work out these 30,000 tons 
of bar iron, will require about 90,000 tons of «oaI, allowing 
3 tons of coal to produce one ton of bars. 

Tlius it will appear that to make 30,0C0 tons of bar iron 
fiom the ore about 210,000 tons of coal wUl be consumed. 

These 30,000 tons of bar iron, at an aTerage of $75 per 
ton* will yiekl an aggregate value of $2,250,000 as the annual 
product 

To produce this qiftnti^ of iron, it will probably require 
about 120,000 tons of ore, such as hmt been found in our coal 
regions. 

Here then we have estimates based upon data sufficiently 
attested, to convince us that they cannot deviate far from ihe 
truth. The lesuh of which is that about 6 millions of dol- 
lara have been spent in preparations for producing coal, the 
annual value of which at our landings does not exceed 1 mfl- 
lion of doUan — and near five millions more have been spent 
in constructing a canal and boats to carry this coal to mar- 
ket And that with an additional permanent expenditure of 
only about $400,000, the annual |»roduct will amount to 2^ 
millions of dollars. 

This subject u of paramount Importance to the country, 
and worthy the consideration of eveiy patriot, if we are coi^ 
red in believing Uiat the production <k domestic iron, at a 
eheap rate, is at this time of the first importance in rendering 
us independent of foreign nations. 

^owevfir, before theae supposed benefits can be realized, 
we must find in the coal regions, an abundant supply of iron 
ore, which can be mined at prices that will warrant the con- 
struction of furnaces. 

And we will now proceed to lay before you the informa- 
tion we po asea s of some of the deposits of ore. 

In a tunnel in Mine Hill, on the west branch of Mount 
Carbon railroad, and on land belonging to Messrs. Mann, 
Williams, Morris 6c othen, there are several deposits of ore 
cut through. One, which they are now working, measures 
iiom 9 to 10 feet in thickness. 

Commencing the measurement at the bottom rock, we 
fint have a solid stratum of ore 12 inches thick ; next there 
is 2 f^ of slate with a few balls of ore intermixed ; then 6 
mchiea of soft coal, and nex| to this there is 6 feet of slate, 
in which is embedded ball ore amountiiigto nearly one third 
of the mass. ^ 

This measurement was taken in the gang^^y, but we ob- 
served that the strata vary in thickness in different parts of 
thefrorks. 

Seven yards south of this deposit there is another small 
band, immediately in connexion with which we find % de- 
po«t of ^re balb apd date, from 20 to 26 feet in thicknea^, 
whijh ihe proprietora inAfpid ahortly to try the working of. 

There are also seme other smaller deposits of ore in the 
same tunnel. 

In proceeding eastward in the same range of coal meas- 
ures, we hfve at several different places seen deposits of ore, 
that will no doul^t eventually be identified as the large deposit 
first mentioned. 

Pint, to the east we find it in a tunnel out by Mr. D. J. 
Ridgway, on the east branch of Mt. Carbon railroad ; then 
at Mr. i^illyman's tunnel on a branch of Mill Creek ; then 
on the valley furnace lands at Hewes, Baber 6l Co's works 
on Zachariah*s run; and at Porter Sc Whitney's works 
at Silver creek, and also in Messrs. Wm. Wallace &, Co's. 
tunnel at Tuscarora. On the west branch of Schuylkill, a 
deposit of ore is opened, which from its position in the coal 
measure, is probably a continuation of tnc one just spoken 
of. 



In Guinea Hill, and in lands of Charles Lawton, within 
the borough, several beds of ore have been opened, which 
promise to be valuable. 

Deposits of ore have also been struck in lands of Mr. Mc 
Dermot, and of Mr. Whitney, near Port Carbon, and on 
lands of Messrs. Hubley, Messrs. Wetherill, Palmer Sc Gar- 
rigues, and Messrs. While dc McDermot^ up the Schuyl- 
kill valley ; and in lands of Messrs. Carey, Lea & Hart, at 
St Clair, and in many other places. But further explora- 
tions are necesssary to prove the extent and value of these 
beds of ore. 

We have no doubt that all the stratified deposits of iron 
ore are as continuous throughout the coal region, and as reg- 
ular in size and distinctive character, as the coal deposits ; 
and we generally find a band of ore accompanying and lying 
near to each vein. 

We will also remark that in many of the deposits of ore 
already opened, there has been found intermixed a portion of 
limestone ; consequently requiring less of this stone to be add- 
ed when the ore is cast into the smelting fumaoe. 

After examining several of these deposits of iron, Mr. Per- 
ly unhesitatingly says, that there is an abundant supply of 
ore in this region for any nvmber of furnaces ; and that it can 
be mined as cheaply, as if is in England or Walea. 

From the evidence contained in the works that have been 
published on the method and cost of mining ore and eoal in 
those countries, ws are fully satisfied that Mr. Perry is cor- 
rect in his statements. ^ 

Then, is not the coal region also the proper place for man- 
ufecturing iron into many of the articles required in civilized 
life ? More particularly the large and heavy pieees of woik« 
man^p, that consume a laige quantity of fuel ia their man* 
ufecture, such for instance as steam engines, locomotives, 
wheels, axles, anchora, axes, picks, spades» hullow-ware and 
many other articles. 

By a carefbl examination of the anthracite ooal regions, 
the General Government may perhaps find a location for ihe 
national foundry, embracing more fuUy than any other the 
desired objects. 

The coal basins are about 100 miles finm tide water, and 
connected with it by canala and railroads ; and being west of 
the great Blue Mountain hairier, can easily bo defended 
sgainst foreign aggression. 

In closing this report we oflfer to the membeis of this as- 
sociation our sincere wishes that the new era now opening 
upon them, may secure a more ample reward than their per* 
severance has yet acquired. 

Keqwctfully submitted, 

G« G. PALMER, President 

Pottsville, Januaiy, 1640. 

 ■^^»— — ^—   

In the present Assembly of the State of New York, as ap- 
peara from the Albany Dafly Advertiser, numbering 128 
membere, there are 59 fermen, V3 lawyen^ 18 merchants, 7 
physicians, 2 cabinetmakers, 2 lumbermen, 1 furrier, I gaid- 
ner, 1 mariner, 1 joiner, 1 blacksmith, 1 pisst master, 1 sad- 
dler, 1 mechanic, 1 grocer, 1 yeoman, 1 agriculturist, 1 
teacher, 3 with blank oocupaitions and ons with ntie. Of 
the whole number 74 were bom in the State of New York ; 
22 in Connecticut; 13 in Massachusetts; 10 in Vermont; 
3 in New Hampshire ; 2 in Rhode Island; 2 m New Jersey, 
and 1 in Prague, Germany. 



Death* i(i MQbiU, — The Mobile Jonmal says that the 
total interments in the city grav^ard, during the past year, 
were 098. The monthly interments were as follows : 



January 29 

February 26 

March 2fi 

April 40 

May 44 

June 39 



July 61 

August 149 

September 378 

October 124 

November 68 

December 35 



The number of steamboat arrivals at Cairo, at the junction 
of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, was 1,822. '1 he year 
before thore was no landing. — JS\ Jtmcr. 
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COMIHEBCi: OF THE UNITED STATES, 



Appended to the Report of the Secretary of the Tretsuiy, which we have aheady published on page 19. 
Expert* «/ the United Statet, cgmmencin^ on the Ut of October, 1789, and ending- on the ZOth September, 1838. 
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VALUE OF EXPORTS FROM THE U. a 



Years. 



1790 

1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1798 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1803 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

181S> 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1823 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 



Total. 



$20,205»156 
19,012,041 
20,753,098 
26,100,572 
33,026,283 
47,989,472 
67/)64,097 
56,850,206 
61,527,097 
78,665,522 
70,971,780 
94,1 15,925 
72,483,160 
55,800,033 
77,699,074 
95,566,021 
101,536,063 
108,343,150 
22,430,960 
52,203,231 
66,767,974 
61,316,831 
38,527,236 
27,855,997 
6,927,441 
52,557,753 
81,920,452 
87,671,569 
93,281,133 
70,142^1 
69,691,660 
64,974,382 
72,160,387 
74,699/>d0 
75,986,657 
99,535,388 
77^95,322 
82,324,827 
72,264,686 
72,358,671 
73,849,508 
81,310,583 
87,176,943 
90,140,433 
104,336,978 
121,693,577 
128,668,040 
117,419,376 
108,486,616 



Domestic 






$19,666^000 
18,500,000 
19,000^)00 
24,000,000 
26,500,000 
39,500,000 
40,764,097 
29,850,026 
28,527,097 
33,142,522 
31,840,903 
47,473,204 
36,708,189 
42,205,961 
41,467,477 
42,387,002 
41,253,727 
48,699,592 
9,433,546 
31,405,700 
42,366,679 
45,294,041 
30,032,109 
25,008,152 
6,782,272 
45,974,403 
64,781,896 
68,313,500 
73,854,437 
60,976,838 
51,683,640 
43,671,694 
49,874,185 
47,155,408 
50,649,500 
66,944,745 
53,055,710 
68,921,691 
50,669,669 
55,700,193 
59,462,029 
61,277,057 
63,137,470 
70,317,698 
81,034,162 
101,189,088 
106,916,680 
95,564,414 
96,033,821 



Foreign. 



$539,156 
' 512,041 
1,753,098 
2,109,572 
6,526,233 
8,489,472 
26,800,000 
27,000,000 
33,000,000 
45,523/)00 
89,130,877 
46,642,721 
36,774,971 
13,594,072 
36,231,597 
53,179,019 
60,283,236 
59,643,558 
12,997,414 
20,797,531 
24,391,295 
16,022,790 
8,495,127 
2,847,845 
145,169 
6,583,350 
17,138,566 
19,358,069 
19,426,096 
19,165,683 
18,008,029 
21,302,488 
22,286,202 
27,543,622 
25,337,157 
32,590,643 
24,539,612 
23,403,136 
21,595,017 
16,658,478 
14,387,479 
20,033,526 
24,039,478 
19,822,735 
23,312,811 
20,504,495 
21,746,360 
21,854,962 
12,452,795 



VALUE OF THE PRINCIPAL ARTICLES. 



Cotton. 
(«) 



$42,285 

52,000 

51,470 

160,000 

500,000 

2,250,000 

2,200,000 

1,250,000 

3,500,000 

4,100,000 

5^000,000 

9,100,000 

5,250,000 

7,920,000 

7,650,000 

9,445,500 

8,832,000 

14,232,000 

2,221,000 

8,815,000 

15,108,000 

9,652,000 

3,080,000 

2,324,000 

2,683,000 

17,529,000 

24,106,000 

22,628,000 

31,834,258 

21,081,679 

22,308,667 

20,157,484 

24,035,058 

20,445,520 

21,047,401 

36,846,649 

25,025,214 

29,359,545 

22,487,229 

26,575,311 

29,674,883 

25,289,492 

31,724,682 

36,191,105 

49,448,402 

64,661,802 

71,284,925 

68,240,102 

61,556,811 



Tobacco. 



$4,349,567 
3,481,616 



6,220,000 

6,209,000 

6,000,000 

6,841,000 

6,572,000 

5,476,000 

883,090 

3,774,000 

5,048,000 

2,150,000 

1,514,000 

319,000 

233,000 

8,235,000 

12,809,000 
9,820,000 
9,867,429 
7,636,970 
7,968,600 
6,648,962 
6,222,838 
6,282,678 
4,855,566 
6,115,623 
5,347,208 
6,816,146 
5,480,707 
5,185,370 
5,833,112 
4,892,388 
5,999,769 
5,755,968 
6,595,805 
8,250,577 

10,058,640 
5,795,647 
7,392,029 



Manufactures. 



$1,855,000 
2,100,000 
2,445,000 
2,963,000 
2,809,000 
411,000 
1,711,000 
2,174,000 
2,818,000 
1,655,000 
435,000 
274,600 
2,061,000 
2,331,000 
2,551,000 
2,777,000 
2,245,000 
2,418,000 
2,752,631 
3,121,030 
8,139,598 
4,841,383 
6,729,797 
5,495,130 
5,536,651 
5,548,354 
5,412,320 
6,320,980 
5,086,890 
5,050,633 
6,557,080 
6,247,893 
7,694,073 
6,107,528 
7,136,997 
8,397,078 



Specie and 
bullion. 



$10,478,069 
10,810,180 
6,372,987 
7,014,522 
8,797,055 
4,663,795 
8,014,880 
8,243,476 
4,924,020 
2,178,773 

> 9,014,931 
5,656,340 
2,61 1,701 
3,076,768 
6,477,776 
4,324,886 
5,976,249 
3,513,665 



(a) Not until 1803 were exports regularly distinguished in the returns as io 4he quantity and value of the diflbrent 

(b^ Tobacco exports, before the revolution, reached nearly 100,000,C00 pounds, andthe average ^ce is about the same. 
Tha hanhead has maeased in weight from 500 pounds, to 1 ,000 and 1 ,200 pounds. The price per pound has av^ig^ 
fiom 5 toTccnts, though sometimes as high as 1 5 cents. About one-fourth of exports to HoHand, on^fiflh to Engtand. 
one-sixth to Hanse Towns. More tobacco has since been grown elsewhere, and especially m Eurppe,.WIien supplies from 
hut were interrupted by the revoTution, and cotton here took extra labour and capital. 
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VALUE OF THE PRINCIPAL ARTICLES— Continued. 






Tean. 


Flour. 


Luniber* 


Rice. 


Pork, hogs. 


Fish. 


Beef, cattle. 


Butter and 


%tns and 








> 


&c 




&c. 


cheese. 


furs. 


1790 


$4,591,293 


$1,263,534 


$1,753,796 


$242308 ! $941396 


$400333 


$57,417 


$93324 


1791 


3,408,246 


966,060 


1,136399 


381,910 1 1,130,364 

1 


492,106 


100,148 


1385 


1792 


4,163,543 


~ 


— 


"■ 1 "* 


- 


- 


^^ • 


1793 


6,815,164 


~ 


— 




- 


- 


- 


- 


1794 


5,845,929 




— 


- 


- 


— 


- 


- 


1796 


7,746,974 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1796 


9,116,689 


. 


— 


— 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1797 


4,800,543 


_ 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


— 


1798 


4,614,247 


— 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1799 


4,997,926 


-1 




- 


— 


- 


- 


1 


1800 


6,517,459 


.. 


— 


> 


- 


— 


- 


1 

! 


1801 


11,300,051 


» 


- 


— 


- 


- 


- 




1802 


8,012,799 


. 


- 


— 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1803 


9,310,000 


2,800,000 


2,455,000 


1390,000 


2,120,000 


1,145,000 


666,000 


500,000 


1804 


7,100,000 


2,540,000 


2350,000 


1,990,000 


3,040,000 


1,520,000 


490,000 


956,000 


1805 


8,825,000 


2,607,000 


1,705,000 


1,190,000 


2,406,000 


1,545,000 


416,000 


967,000 


1806 


6,867,00<^ 


3^496,000 


2317300 


1,096,000 


2,616,000 


1,360,000 


481,000 


641,000 


1807 


10,753,000 


2,677,000 


2,307300 


1,167,000 


2,198,000 


1,108,000 


490300 


862,000 


1808 


1,936,000 


723,000 


221,000 


398,000 


721,000 


265,000 


196,000 


I6I3OO 


1809 


6,944,000 


1,843,000 


2,104,009 


1,001,000 


1,406,000 


425,000 


264300 


332300 


1810 


6,846,000 


2,537,000 


2,626,000 


907,000 


1317,000 


747,000 


818,000 


177,000 


1811 


14,662,000 


3,195,000 


2387300 


1,002,000 


1,406,000 


1,196,000 


396,000 


814,000 


1812 


13,687,000 


1,638,000 


1344,000 


604,000 


738,000 


624,000 


329,000 


123,000 


1813 


13,591,000 


636,000 


3,021,000 


457,000 


291,000 


639,000 


06,000 


68,000 


1814 


1,734,000 


258,000 


230,000 


. 176,000 


178,000 


241,000 


69,000 


22,000 


1816 


6,901,912 


1335,000 


2,785,000 


498,000 


702,000 


407,000 


243,000 


409,000 


1816 


7,290,630 


4,004,000 


3355,000 


719,000 


1,166,000 


738,000 


223,000 


663,000 


1817 


17,761,376 


3,196,000 


2378,880 


537,000 


1,328,000 


845300 


213,000 


688,000 


1818 


11,576,970 


2,598,000 


3,262,697 


754,000 


1,398,000 


648,000 


195,000 


808,000 


1819 


6,005,280 


2,466,000 


2,142,644 


1,009,000 


1,461,000 


698,000 


297,000 


461,000 


1820 


5,206,664 


3,203,000 


1,714,923 


1,179,060 


1,602,000 


868,000 


302,000 


575,000 


1821 


4,298,049 


1,512,808 


1,494,807 


1,354,116 


973,591 


698,323 


190397 


766305 


1822 


6,103,280 


1,307,670 


1363,482 


1,357399 


916,838 


844,534 


221,041 


501,302 


1823 


4,962,373 


1,335,600 


1330,985 


1391,322 


1,004300 


780,461 


192,778 


672317 


1824 


6,759,176 


1,734,586 


1382,982 


1,489,061 


1,136,704 


707,299 


204305 


661,455 


1826 


4,212,127 


1,717,671 


1,925,245 


1332,679 


1,078,778 


980,466 


247,787 


624,692 


1826 


4,121,466 


2,011,694 


1317,446 


139«lt429 


924333 


733,430 


207,766 


682,473 


1827 


4,434,881 


1,697,170 


2,343^908 


1355,698 


987,447 


772,636 ! 


184349 


441,690 


1828 


4,283,669 


1321,906 


2320396 


1,495330 


1366303 


719,961 


176364 


626336 


1629 


5,000,023 


1,680,403 


2314,370 


1,493329 


968,068 


674355 


176,206 


626307 


1830 


6,132,120 


1336)014 


1,986,824 


1315,246 


766377 


717,683 


142,370 


641,760 


1831 


10,461,728 


1364,195 


2*316,267 


1301,644 


929,634 


829,982 


264,796 


750,938 


1832 


4,974,121 


2,096,707 


2,152,361 


1,928,196 


1,056,721 


774,087 


290,820 


691,909 


1833 


5,642,602 


2,569,493 


2,774,418 


2,151,568 


990,290 


958,076 


268,462 


841,933 


1884 


4,660,379 


2,435314 


2,122,292 


1,796,001 


863374 


755319 


190,099 


7973U 


1836 


4,394,777 


8,323,057 


2310,331 


1,776,732 


1,008334 


638,761 


164309 


769,963 


1836 


3,572,599 


2360,691 


2,548,750 


1,383,344 


967,890 


699,166 


114,033 


653,662 


1837 


2,967,260 


8,156,992 


2,309,279 


1399,796 


769,840 


585,146 


96,176 


661,908 


1838 


3,603,299 


3,116,196 


1,721319 


1312,344' 


819,003 


628,231 


148,191 


636,946 


Staie PrUun StatUti 


ret.— According to the annual r 


eport 


"Of these 104 inc 


Uviduals, [reoe 


ived during t 


the year end- 


of the WtrdeD of the M 


aasachusetts State Prison, the \ 
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If. ¥• Bank €oniinlnloiicrt^ Report. 

Jtnoary 2i, IB4\ 
T0 the LegUlaUtre of the State of AVsrr Vorh. 

The Bank Commissioneni, pursuant to law, respectfully 
flnibmit the foUowing 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

Tho most remarkable feature in the condition of the banks 
last year, was tho rapidity and ease with which they had en- 
larged their operations and increased their iasues after the 
resumption of specie payments in May, 1839, and the most 
prominent one in their present condition, ia the diminished 
action to which tliey have l>6cn reduced within the last three 
months. 

As no ri«e in prices was perceptible here during the sus- 
pension, so no fall was occasioned by the resumption, and 
the produce of the country went forward at very fair, if not 
large prices, and a large circulation of bank paper was sus- 
tained during the autumn of 1 838, and the early part of the 
following year. The OYcr-production induced by the high 
prices of preceding years, was not at that time apparent, and 
had not produced its legitimate effect upon prices, which 
more recently has been severely felt It is quite apparent 
now, that prices have heretofore been too high, and quite for- 
tunate for many who then complained ot tho want of money 
to purchase the produce of the country, that it was not more 
abundant; and equally fortunate we think, for the banks, that 
the limit of their circulation was not enlarged at the last ses- 
sion, as some were desirous of having it The embairass- 
Dients of the last year have demonstrated to our satisfaction, 
that the limit of circulation to which the bonks have been 
restricted since tlxe suspension in ISSr, is as large as a proper 
regard to their scfety would warrant. 

In view of the large circulation of bank paper—the large 
amount and deceptive nature of our foreign tnule-— and the 
fuU tide of successful enterprise upon which we were appa- 
rently floating, so soon afler the shipwreck of 1S37, we ex- 
pressed the apprehension in our report of last year, that 
elements were then combining, whicli were destined to re- 
produce many of the embarrassments from which we had so 
reecntly suffered. 

Experience has more than confirmed these apprehensions) 
for we hazard nothing in describing the pecuniary distress of 
fbe last autumn as decidedly more intense, more general, and 
tnore embarrassing, than any that has occurred since our ac- 
quaintance with the subject 

The fall in the price of our staple article of produce, which 
began to operate upon the crop of 1838, disappointed many 
of the banks in the interior which hod made advances upon 
it, and when the last crop came off, monetary affairs Abroad 
had become so much deranged, and tho pressure here had 
become so severe, that but comparatively little relief was af- 
forded by an abundant harvest 

The embarrassment in this instance, has been seriously 
aggravated by the practical operation of the two ^st^ms of 
banking which we now have in operation. 

Oxgwiind upon different principles, restricted in their 
operitioiui by scarcely any rule appticabte to both, and pos- 
seaaing powers which are not common to both — the eflect of 
dliair operation upon each other, and thr«»agfa them upon th^ 
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public, was difficult to be forsecn, and is yet but partially 
developed by our limited experience. 

That the tendency, so far, has been to contract the volume 
of currency which ordinarily flows through the channels of 
business, we have no doubt, although such a consequence, 
we apprehend, was anticipated by but few, and certainly not 
by us. 

The circulation of the chartered banks on the first of Jan- 
uary last, was 1 1 9,373,0 JO ; and at that time there had been 
issued to -tlie different banking associations under the gene> 
ral law, about $1,315,000 of bank notes, making, in all, 
$20,688,000. 

The circulation of tho chartered banks is now^l 0,629,000. 
The bank notes issued to the associations is $6,012,000, 
making in aU $16,641,000. 

The lowest point to which the circulation of the chartered 
banks was reduced during the suspension, was, $11 ,198,000 ; 
and the difierence between that instance and this is, that then 
the banks exerted themselves to call in their paper, while now 
they find it impossible to keep it out 

It is supposed that the associations are not subject to the 
restrictions contained in revised statutes, and that they pos- 
sess, or at all events exercise the privilege, of purchasing 
their own notes at a discount in the market 

This has been a more profitable business than that of dis- 
counting, and there is reason to believe that as their notes 
have displaced those of the Safely Fund%anks, in the hands 
of the community, being readily exchangeable for them, the 
funds thus acquired have been employed in this manner, to a 
coTisiderable extent We con account for the extraordinary 
redemptions of Safety Fund money during the last summer, 
upon no other principle ; and it is obvious that by such a pro- 
cess, the ability of the Safety Fund banks to discount, is 
lessened, while corresponding discounts to the communis 
are not furnished by the associations. 

The curtailment of discounts in the country, from this 
cause — the amount df capital withdrawn and invested in 
stacks of other states, deposited with the Comptroller, under 
the general bank law — the revulsion produced by over-action 
in the foreign trade of the country, and the consequent fall 
of prices — the decline in ths pricef of produce, occasioned 
as well by that cause as over-production — the embarrass- 
ments growing out of the suspension of a large proportion 
of the banks of the Union — are quite sufficient to account 
for ih^ severity of the times, especially as they operate upon 
k community not yet entirely recovered from thie disastrous 
conaequenccs of a previous prostration. 

Our banks, however, in this instance, have been sustained 
by public sentiment, as well as by the public authorities, wid 
have to their very great credit, maintained their position m 
specie paying institutions, whilo at one time thdse iii nearly 
every other state in the Union had given way. 

The struggle to maiptain specie payment during a sus- 
pension by a large portion of Uie country, roust necessarily 
be a severe one both to the banks and the business com- 
munity, and it is much to be regretted, that in this instance, 
a still futthur embarrassment has been occssioned, by the 
braaking up of the arrangement, under which the paper of 
our country banks was converted. Formerly, and until about 
the time of the auspension in 1837, some of the banks ux 
Albany had been in Uie habit of purchasing the country 
bank notes at a modcmte discount and sending them home 
for redemption by a messenger employed hr them* Ths 
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yiwiire which oocurved previoos to the mii^cneion con- 
tiiboted to derange thia system of redemption, anj the Legis- 
lature, by the act of May, 1 837, as a condition of waiving 
the forfeiture, provided that during the suspension each bank 
should receive the notes of other banks at par in payment of 
debts. 

This produced an arrangement between the city and coun- 
try banks by which the former locetwd the country paper at 
par, allowing time according to distance, for the countiy 
banks to redeem, the latter being at the expense of the mes- 
aenger employed for taking it home, and the risk of trans- 
misRioo. This arrangement operated admirably well, and 
continued until the resumption of specie payments, when it 
became no longer the interest of the parties to continue it, 
the city banks being relieved from the legal obligation to per* 
tidpate in tlie sacrifice requisite to carry it on. A voluntary 
arrangement was however substituted « by which certain of 
the city banks undertook to pui chase the country paper at 
half and aAerwards at thiee-quarters per cent, discount, and 
hold it a stipulated time, at the expiration of which the 
banks in the country were required to redeem it in funds 
current in New York, and take it home at their own risk 
and expense. 

The operation of this arrangenent was very favourable, 
but owing to the circumstances above alluded to, the redemp- 
tions during the last summer were imusualiy heavy, and when 
the pressure came on in the fall, it was found that the capital 
required to carry it on, was more tban the banks engaged in 
the purchase could devote to that object in such a critical 
juncture, consistently with their paramount obligation to sus- 
tain themselves in the payment of specie. The consequence 
of breaking off* this arrangement at such a crisis, when the 
capital required to effect any other was not te be had, was to 
sink the paper of ^e country banks down to an extravagant 
rate of discount, as well as to break off in a great measure, 
other means of intercourse lietwrcn the city and countiy of 
great importance to men of business, such as the collection 
of notes payable in the country, and tlic remittance of drafts 
from the country to the city. 

An arrangement has since been got up by the countir 
banks for making exchanges among themselves of each other s 
paper at the 8tate^ank in Albany, (and of which otlier 
banks and individuals may avail themselves, in order to pro- 
cure the redemption of bank paper after a stipulated num- 
ber of days, by paying something towards the expense of the 
messenger,) which has operated very well and l)een very use- 
ful. But this arrangement provid.s no means of taking the 
paper out of the market, in New York, and U is therefore 
sold at too great a discount there ; collections remain very 
much embarrassed ; drafts on the city are with difHcuhy pro- 
cured, and in many parts of the interior not to be had at any 
rate. 

It would be very desirable that the circulation of the coun- 
try banks should be kept at par in New York. Collections 
would then be made in any part of the fitate at a tctv trifling 
if any charge ; remittances by draft would also be made with- 
out much if any premium, and many vexations annoyances 
would be escaped, which now impede the regular course of 
business. 

It is supposed by some that a circulation of paper current 
at par in N. York, would be diiven out by that of the neigh- 
boring states, which usually circulates at a small discountj — 
We think, however, that this consequence is overrated, and 
that the circumstance of its being current in N. York would 
give it such a credit abroad, and in almost every part of the 
Union, that the banks would be benefited by a better, if not 
a lai'ger circulation. 

The river l^anks have at times kept their paper a little be- 
low par in New York, but latterly have redeemed it there at 
par, and we understand that their experience has satisfied 
them of the policy of the latter course. Their circulation, 
at all events, ha.<» been equal to that of the banks in other 
ports of the state, and l>otter than the average. 

A discount of one per rent upon the amount of country 
paper paid out in IV cw York, is prolahly a tax upon the 
community of not less than 1^100,<K)0, and the charges upon 
collections and for drafts to remit (both of which depend ytry 



much upon therate of dlacoont) might probacy b^tfatinitwl 
at as much moreu But since the termination of the amiig»- 
ment in October, the rate of discount upon most of the west- 
ern paper has varied from two to five per cent. 

While we shonHI admit the right of the public to complain 
of the impoehidA of sucn a tax upon them, justice to the 
banks would require ua to say, that it is regretted by no one 
more than themsaivea. 

Upon a question of duty which they owe to the pohUc« 
something may be said on both sides. That they are not, 
and ought not to be, compelled to redeon their paper in coin 
both at home and elsewhere, it ii presumed wouk be qoh- 
ceded by all. It would be impracticable,' as well aa subver* 
aive of principle. It would be inoonvoiieDt to czeaopt them 
from redeeming their notes in coin at home, by allowing them 
to issue none but such as riiould be payable in the city, bo- 
cau:e coin is wanted in the country for the purpose of fulfill- 
ing its legal functions, and would be demanded much oftener 
if less accessible. Nor would it answer any valuable pnr- 
poae to provide for making part of the issues payable in the 
city and part at home, because the former would be moat 
valuable, and the inducement would be to issue the others. 
But yet the great mass of bank paper is, and always has been, 
and will continue to be, redeemed in the cities, in some form 
or other. The course of trade carries the paper there, and 
there is the market from which the means of payment are 
derived. The exchange thus efilected, although not a tech- 
nical redemption in coin, may properly be termed a commer- 
cial redemption. 

The banks were chartered diiefly for the porpoee of 
furnishing a paper currency which should .answer as money 
in the business operations of the community — and tbe only 
valuable object to be obtained by such a currency, is in ef- 
fecting commercial exchanges without the use of coin. It 
may be a grave question, whether that purpose is fairly an- 
swered, when the substitute is of less value than money in 
our own market 

They were chartered, too, as the instruments of tivde. A 
trade centering in that market, where, in its regular course^ 
it would inevitably take the bank paper as well as the pro- 
ductions of the countiy to be exchanged. 

On the other hand, it may be said that a bank fulfils its 
obligations to the public by redeeming its notes in coin at its 
counter, and that exchange is a fair diarge to be taxed against 
the individual desirous of realizing funds in one place, that 
are payable in another. In regard to transactions purely 
commercial, it undoubtedly is so. But the distinction, (if 
any in reality exists,) may be that bank notes were intended 
to be issued as money, with a full knowledge of their tenden- 
cy towards the city, and an implied understanding that they 
should answer the purposes of money in that market. 

Whatever may be deemed the duty of the banks in the 
matter, we are entirely satisfied that all the bank notes of the 
state ought to be made current at par in New York, and that 
the object can only be effected by fresh legislation. 

The obligation to redeem in the city without time, would 
be one of the most salutary checks against over-issues of pa- 
per that can be devised ; and in that respect would operate 
favourably, as well upon the interest of the public as of tbe 
banks themselves. Our opiiuon is, that the dtjeci cannot 
be effected without the co-operation of all, or nearly all the 
banks, and that no voluntary arrangement can be made be- 
tween them for the purpose, that will be permanent 

As the law now is, the Safety Fund Banks are prohiluted 
from purchasing their own notes at a discount, so that Huf 
must redeem at par, if they redeem at all m New Yoik. fi 
would be entirely impracticable for one or few of them to re- 
deem at par, and continue ordinary business, while othera iti 
the same^ neighborhood were not so redeeming ; because in 
their oidinary business they would necessarily pay out cur- 
rent paper, and receive uncurrent of leas value. And tbe 
fact that some of the banks should redeem at par would pro- 
bably furnish the inducement to othen for declining it, in 
order to profit by an increaaed circulation. 

Any genera] vduntaiy arrangement for redeeming at par, 
would be neaHy impracticable in consequence of the difficnl- 
ty of uniting in any one plan, au many independent inalitii- 
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tioiif, looted in dtffereot patM of tiie Sute, with interesta 
fonewlMt diftrent ; and if effected at Ani, there woald be 
greet danger of its being broken up by some future change 
of timei, aa all former arrangements of the kind have been. 
It is the unsteadiness and fluctuation in the vahie of the cur- . 
reney, that is the greatest cause of complaint and the most 
iinuiioiifl to regvlar business. It derenges the calculations 
of both purehaser and sdler, and adds to the ordinary haaids ! 
of credit an additional one arising out of the chances of a ' 
diange in the Talne of the medium of payment 

A redemption in New York might be compelled by any 
of the city banks, which should chooie to engage in the bu* 
sinesB, and could »pare the necessary amount of capital to 
oany it on, in the same manner as the Suffolk Bank in Bos- 
ton compels the redemption of New England paper. But 
none of the banks in the city have hitherto been willing to 
devote the capital required, to that object, nor to place them- 
adves in such a position as might be oonsiderod hostile to- 
wards the countiy institutions. I'he mode of operation 
would be, to take the paper and send it home for specie, and 
specie only, until the banks nhould consent to keep funds in 
the city to redeem their paper at par. 

It is desirable to the country banks themselves that there 
should be some mode of taking up their paper in the cities^ 
for the purpose of converting their city funds and preventing 
irregular or vexatious demands at home ; and the only essen- 
tial difibrence between redeeming at par, and upon time as 
they have done heretofore, consists in the expense of trans- 
mitting the notes of the other banks to, and their own notes 
finom the city. This expense has heretofore been borne by 
the country Jjanks, as an equivalent for the time allowed them 
to redeem by the city banks ; snd it would seem to be fair 
that all the banks should participate in this expense, as all 
will be benefited by the ol ject to be attained. 

Yaiious plans have been suggested for securing the object 
in question by legislative interposition. One of these is to 
compel each of the banks to receive at par the notes of every 
other bank, either in payment of debts, or on deposit, or both, 
as was done in relation to debit, during the suspension. 

Although as remaiked before, the arrengement, which grew 
out of that provision of the law of 1837, operated exceeding- 
ly well during the suspension, il by no means follows that 
the same eflect would be produced under other circumstances. 
However the oonstitntional objection may be avoided by at- 
tempting to enforce the provision as a condition of the en- 
joyment of other privileges to be first taken away for that 
purpose, therj are other objections to the merits of the plan, 
which to ua are perfectly satisfactory. 

Such a provitton would cast upon the city banks the bui^ 
then of taking up and procuiing the redemption of all the 
country paper paid out in the city, and unless some such 
equitable arrangement could be made, as was made during 
the suspension, they would find themselves under the no* 
eessity of compelling a redemption, somewhat after the man- 
ner of the Suffolk Bank plan. But a stronger objection than 
that is, that it would subject one institution, or class of m- 
stitutions, in a great degree to consequences aiisng from the 
mismanagement, recklMsnesa or freud of othen over which 
it had no control, and against which it might have no remedy 
nntil too late. If such a provudon could make the country 
notes equivalent to goU and silver in the city at all times, 
there wouk! be no difficulty in the case, but unfortunately, 
there can be no guamntee for that It may be granted that 
under ordinary circumstancee they would be so, but under 
an extraordinary pressure might there not be a failure to re- 
deem at the very time when payment was most essentially 
aaoessary 1 When the city banks should be struggling to 
maintain the payments of specie, (as they lately have been,) 
and find it necessary for that purpose to create a severe prea- 
tore upon their debtors, of what would It avail them to be 
collecting their debts in country paper rendered incoqvertible 
by the state of the times 1 Besides, may it not be apprfr- 
bended that some of the countiy institutions in such a crisis, 
exempt Irom demands ibr spede at homa^ might tmprovident- 
ly, or with a recUesa disregard of conaequenceo, throw an 
aaoimt of ttwir paper into the city, aufikient to baffle all the 
oflbiti at puMmmt there, and jmdace a suapenaion ! At 



all events a prudent calculation woukl require that the ratio 
of curtailment should be sufficiently large not only to pro- 
duce the requisite amount of available means but also to ab- 
sorb the probable amount of such as would be inconver^le. 
Such a ^culation is now constantly made by the banks in 
reference to their own circulation. Its extension lo the cn^ 
tire bank note circulation of the state could not be otherwise 
than disastrous to the business community, while the object 
would be liable to be defeated by an indefinite issue of paper 
by other inRtitutions. 

These suggestions are applicable to a provision requiring 
the receipt of country notes in payment of debts. Requiring 
their receipt also in deposit, it »eems to us would inevitably 
place each bank entirely in the power of others. Depoaita 
are and must be payable in specie. The provision therefore 
would require each bank to redeem the notes of every other 
bank in specie. It necnls but little sagadty to see that specie 
paying banks never could exist under such a law, and we 
think it almot^t as certain that they could not under one, 
which required them to receive any thing but specie in pay- 
ment of their debts. To be able to pay their indebtedness in 
spede, they must possess the means of commanding their 
debts in specie, if necessary, and the uncertainty of being 
obliged to recdvc payment in distant or inconvertible paper, 
added to the uncertainty of collecting at all, always growing 
out of a pressure, would in our opinion be suffident to baffle 
all human calculations, and render tbe stabifity of our banka 
dependent upon the merest chance. 

Another plan which haa been suggested is to establish an 
agency bank or office in one of the cities, to be confined ex- 
dudvely to this business, and obliged to take up all the 
countiy paper, either at par or at a rate of discount suflldent 
to cover the expenses of sending it home. Considerable cap- 
ital would be requisite to carry on the operation, and it haa 
been proposed to use the bank fund for that purpose. Othera 
propose to draw the capital rateably from the existing banks. 
If time were to be allowed to the country banks correspond* 
ing with the trips of the messenger at twice a month, we 
should think two millions of capital would be required, othez^ 
wise one half that amount probably would suffice. But we 
perceive no good reason for redeeming on time, provided the 
expenses of the operation are otherwise equitably provided 
for. And there are serious objections to it in consequence of 
the fadlitiea which it affords for issuing too much paper. 

An agency of this description through which country pa- 
per should be converted, and countiy collections and remit- 
tances made, might be made exceedingly useful. 

A simple provision authoridng the baidu to purdiase their 
own paper at a discount not exceeding a half par cent, would 
be much preferable to the prohibition now existing. They 
can now purchase each othera notes, and the object of the 
prohibition agunst purchasing their own undoubtedly was, 
to prevent their discrediting their own paper for the purpose 
of purdiasing it in. That object wouM be equally well se- 
cured bv limiting the discount at so low a rate. Most of the 
banks for the sake of their own credit would undoubtedly 
avail themselves of such a provision, as the discount would 
be about equivalent to the ordinary rate of exchange. But 
probably all would not, and therefore this plan falls short of 
the object d^red, as it fails to secure a uniform cumncy. 

There is still another suggestion which is by direct enact- 
ment, to compd an the banks to keep their paper at par in 
New York. 

The difficulties which have suggested themselves to us in 
regard to this proposition, are that of prescribing tbe duty of 
the hanks in language sufficiently precise and definite for a 
law, and that of providing equitably for the expense. The 
object is not to compel them to redeem in specie, but in fixnda 
current in the dty, and we do not sec why a provision would 
not answer the purpose, that should declare for instance, that 
each bank located out of the dty of New York, should de- 
Rgnate some public place in that dty for the redemption of 
its notes, by advertisement in one of the daily newspapers of 
the dty, to be continued for at least one week, and give like 
notice of any change of that place. Hiat any bank which, Ibr 
die space of thirty days in anv one calendar year, should fail 
to redeem its notes at such plaOe, in funds current at par in 
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that dty, should be liable to be proceeded against by the 
Bank CommiasioneTB in the same manner and with the like 
efiect, as for a violation of any provision of its charter. The 
term current fundtt has a meaning which is perfectly un- 
derstood by business men, and we apprehend there could be 
no more difficulty in defining it, than there is in regard to 
many other terms used in the statutes. The term loant and 
diseowita, upon the definition of which, the charter of a bank 
may depend* ifi one which, it is very frequently difficult to 
Refine satisfactorily. As before intimated, we should think 
it hard to subject the countiy banks to the whole expense of 
redeeming in the city, and getting their paper home from 
^re, and it has occurred to us tluit a sufficient, but definite 
sum, might with propriety be taken from the income of the 
Iwuik fund to defray the expense of the messengers. The 
specific amount authorized by law to be paid over to, and 
appropriated by a committee of the banks, or in some other 
mode calculated to effect an equitable apportionment 

It has been suggested by some, and the idea is worthy of 
a consideration, that if the country banks are compelled to 
ledeem in the city at par, it would be just to allow them a 
short time, say ten days, to meet specie demands at home, 
without liabitity to prosecution in the meantime. 

It is important that the notes issued by the associations 
under the general law should be made equally current with 
Uiose of the Safety Fund Banks. And the object may pror 
bably be accomplished by raising a fund, to consist of a por- 
tion of the specie which they are now required by law to 
keep on hand, if that course should be deemed advisable, or 
by compelling them to redeem in the city, upon peril of being 
proceeded against in the same manner as for refusing to pay 
specie at home, without the necessity of a demand at their 
counters. In the latter case, their share of the expenses of 
the messengers might be retained out of the income from the 
stocks in the comptroller's hands. 

Unless some means can be devised to harmonize the action 
of the two svstems of banking, and provide for a uniform' re- 
demption of bank paper, wc do not see why the contraction 
of circulation, and consequently the curtailment of debt, may 
not be expected to cQntinue, and perhaps, until the country 
banks sh^ be forced down to a debt within the amount of 
their capital and profits on hand. 

The loans of tdie banks have decreased since the first of 
January last, $15,512,000, and process of the contraction 
did not commence until about the first of October. The re- 
duction by the country banks is $6,465,000. It would 
undoubtedly be incorrect to attribute all this reduction of the 
antiwonist aictiom of the two. systems upon each other, for 
much of it b the result of the change of times. But that a 
l«rge share of the pressure has been occasioned by thv^t cause, 
we think is apparent from its effect upon the country banks, 
where its operation would be mostly felt 

The eflects of a revulsion like that which occurred in Oc- 
tober, are always most severely felt by the city banks, but in 
this instance, the country has participated about equally. 

'^hfi debt of the city banks has been diminished about nine 
millions or 25 per cent, while that of the country institutions 
has fallen about 20 per cent The circulation of the country 
banks has been reduced near seven rnillions and a half or 53 
per cent, while that of the city banks has falleis only about 
pne iMid a half millions, or 26 per cent 
' The conbacted movement of all the bonks at this time, as 
compared with last year, will be seen by the fotlowiog table, 
exhibiting their resources and liabilities. 

RESOURCES. 

Ut Jan, 1839. U/ Jan. 1840. 

Loans and^iacount^ $68,300,486 $52,788,206 

^eal estate, i 2,557,656 2,937,695 

Stocks, 911,623 3,653,170 

Bank fund, 740,217 820,438 

Specie, 6,602,708 §,864,434 

Notes of other banks,. 3,907,137 4,401,400 

Cash items 2,838,694 2,310.161 

Due from bank% &e, 14,8j9,483 6,543,135 

$100,168,003 $79,318,629 



UADILITIES. 

CixcuhUiMi $19,873,149 $10,629,514 

Loans.. .^ 492,111 826,610 

Due Canal Fund, 8,291,718 3,100,188 

*< Depontors, 18,370,044 16;>5l,39l 

« Dividends, 687.996 421,844 

'* BaDks,dcc., 15,344,098 7,066,584 

$57,599,111 $87,686,081 
Capital and profits, 42,768,892 41,788,548 

$100,168,003 $79,318,630 

A reduction of so large a sum as twenty milfioas of ths 
liabilitiea of the banks, within so short a period  eboot 
ninety days, is unpreoented, and could not have been pn^ 
duccd without a severe cffint. Their available means at Ihie 
time are consequently unusually low, but their liabilitiea lo 
the public never were so smaU. It will be obaer^ed that the 
amount of specie and bank notes on hand cqmd% by abovt 
half a million, their entire circulation. Their interoouxae 
with each other has been contracted, in consequence of the 
derangement of collections at home, by the causes before 
mentioned, and abroad, by the suspension in other statesu'^ 
The bank balances now are reduced to about six millioDS on 
one side and seven on the other, which ordinarily nmge from 
fifteen to twenty millions. 

Time will be requisite to cancel die liabilities of the eoim- 
txy abroad, as weU as to restore a* sound slate of credit In 
other parts of our countiy, before wo can look for an aodw 
and healthy action here. And very much remains to be dons 
by our banks, in order to convert their debts^ many of which 
have been rendered unmanageable by recent events, into a 
state of activity and nsefufaiefls. 

We do not doubt that their interest, as well as that of the 
public will be best promoted by contracting their operation* 
within narrower limits than they ordinarily have been, and 
confining them to such as more legitimately belong to banks 
of is«ie. 

The vice of banking here, nerticulazly m the coualry, hae 
always been a tendency to investments in accommodation 
paper, and too great a reliance upon credit in canying on the 
active operations of trade. And many able iind ezperwnced 
financiers consider it a &ult of the ijstem, that its oiganiift* 
tion is sQcb as to bring the borrower of money directly in 
contact with the bank which issues the currency. 

That its efiect is to increase or diminish the amooot of 
currency, according to the supposed rather than the rsal 
wants of business, and its tendeney is to create a fedprocal 
stimulus between trade and banking, there can be no doobt. 
But yet many of the evih produced by fluctuations in the 
amount of the currency would be aTolded, especially so 6r 
as the banks are concerned, if they would confine themselves 
strictly to paper of a business ehaiactei to be paid at matorilj* 

The statements of the Buffalo city and Clinton county 
banks, which are required by law to be deposited in the see- 
retaiy's oflSce by the 20th of this month, have not been re* 
ceived. Wo have inserted statements of their condition at 
a former period, for the purpose of completing the aggregate 
statements. 

Respectfully submitted, 

C. STBSBIVa, 

Gio. R. Davi% 
H. Dssio, 
Bank Commi99i9ner§, 
Albany, January 24, 1840. 
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21,57 
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^jgrejaie ttatemenr of 91 bankt wuhjtct in the Bank Fund' law ^ at reported to the Bank Commianonen, 

Januarjf let, 1840. 

RESOURCES. 



18 

New York city 
banktf. 



Lotns and diicounU, ..• 

Real Estate, 

Stocks 

Overdraftfly ••• 

Ezpenies and personal estate, 

Bank Fond, 

Ghpecie, 

IVotes of other solvent banks,. 

Checks and other cash items, 

Funds in New York and Albany, 

Due from other banks and oorporationsi,. 



21,955,987 

1,067,003 

2,738,497 

82,669 

184,590 

443,416 

3,648,929 

2,871,690 

1,475,222 



2,549,311 



LIABILITIES. 



Capilal, 

Circulation, 

Loans on time, 

Due to Canal Fund, 

Profits, 

Deposits on debts, 

Dividends unpaid, 

Deposits, 

Due other banks and corporations^ 



16,611,200 

8^14,658 

226,610 

704,667 

2/)65,412 

20,958 

289,500 

10,020,347 

3,678,870 



73 



Countiy banksL 



25,290,109 

1,372,119 

292,884 

66,708 

142,782 

377,023 

1,321,879 

951,657 

326,565 

2,255,844 

972,000 



16,840,260 

6,622,404 

100,000 

1,67U624 

2,706,851 

826,648 

128,616 

3,192,976 

2,481,142 




47,246,096 

2,439,122 

3,081,831 

149,377 

327,87« 

820,438 

4,970,808 

3,823,347 

1,801,787 

2,255,844 

3,521,311 



82,961,460 

«4>87,|M» 

326,610 

2,2764t91 

4,762,263 

346,607 

418,206 

13,213,323 

6,156,013 



Jggregmte etaiement ^ aUtke chartered banke of the eiate •/ JtTew Yerk en the Ut of Januarjf, 1840. 



RESOURCEB. 



Loans and discounts, 

Real estate, 

Blocks, ...« 

Overdrafts, 

Expenses and personal estate, 

Bank Fund, 

Specie, 

Notes of other solvent banks, 

Checks and other cash items, 

Due from other banks and corporations,. 
Other investments, , 



91 

Safety Fund 
bajokfl. 



Banks not Safety 
Fund. 



47,1146,096 

2,439,122 

3,081,331 

149,377 

327,872 

890^8 

4,970308 

8,823,847 

1,801,787 

5,777,156 



LIABILITIES. 



Capital, 

Ciiculatioo, 

LoaiM Ml thne^ ., 

Due Cafial Fimd, 

Profits, 

DcfMiuts on debts, 

Dividend! uopaidk • .. . . 

Dapoaits, ....' 

Doe other banks and ooipontions^ 



32,951,460 

0,937,062 

326,610 

2,276,201 

4,762,263 

346,607 

418,205 

13»2I3,328 

6,166,012 



6,642,110 
498,673 
621,889 

197,254 

893,826 
678,063 
508,374 
765,970 
108,152 



3,85k)/)00 
692,452 

823,847 
605,573 

3,639 

2,e38;068 

. 900,672 



^m 



Total. 



52,788,206 

2,937,695 

81,083^170 

U9,S77 

624.626 

820^488 

9,OUV,^nIv 

4,401/480 

2,310,161 

6,543,126 

108,159 



36,801,460 

10,629,614 

326,610 

3,100,198 

5,867,636 

346,607 

421,844 

16||061,391 

7,065,684 
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StatemetU •/ aUthe chartered bank9 of the »taie of New York, dittingiiiihing between thoee heated in the eU^ ef 

JVew York and eUewh/ere, January U/, 1849. 

RESOURCES. 



83 



New York dly 
banks. 



Loani and discount^ 

Real estate,. 

Stocks, 

Overdrafts, 

Expenses and peisonal estate, . . . . 

Bank Fund 

Sj^ecie, 

Notes of other banks, 

Checks and cash items, 

Due from banks and corporations, 
Other inTestments^ 



26.900,173 

1,614,788 

3,360,336 

83,669 

194,485 

443,415 

4,495,137 

3,231,103 

1,983,596 

3,130,386 

43,544 



LIABILITIES. 



Capital, 

Circulation, 

Loans on time, 

Due to Canal Fund, 

Profits, 

Deposits on debts, 

Dividends unpaid, 

Deposits, 

Due other banks and corporations, 



20,161,200 

4.028,737 

226,610 

1,611,914 

2,467,338 

20,969 

293,229 

12,456,801 

4,223,844 



28 



46 



L. Island and Country banks 



North river 
banks. 



10,999,680 
651,224 
171,269 

31,927 
258,874 
158,529 
660,360 
712,660 
205,151 
1,727,203 

64,608 



7,286,260 

2,070,029 

100,000 

499,443 

1,466,172 

106,898 

20,936 

1,813,060 

2,179,687 



and two 
branches. 



14,888,363 

871,683 

121,666 

34,781 

71,267 

218,494 

709.187 

457,637 

121,414 

1,686,536 



9,366,000 
4,680,748 

1,088,781 

1,444,326 

218,760 

107,679 

1,782,630 

652,063 



Total. 



62.768,206 

2,937,695 

3,663,170 

149,377 

524,826 

820,438 

5,864,634 

4,401,400 

2,310,161 

6,643,125 

108,162 



86301,460 

10,629,614 

826,610 

3,100«188 

6,367,836 

846,607 

421344 

16,061391 

7,066384 



Table ehowing the principal itetnt of the bank §tatementa of all the chartered bankt of the State, for the Unt 

five yeare. 



Capital, 

Circuii^ioii,. 

Canal Fund, 

Depositee, 

United States dqNisits, 
Due Banks, 

Loans and disoonnts, . 

Stocks, 

Specie,....  ..«• 

Btok notes, 

Cadfcilenis. 

Dae fimn banks, 



Jan. 1, 1836, 
86 banks. 



31,281,461 
21,127,927 

8,446,758 
19,116,170 

9391339 
19,783,482 

72,469,282 
803,169 

6,224,646 
10337,674 

1,277,886 
16,091,168 



Jan. 1, 1887, 
98 banks. 



37,101,460 
24,198,000 
3,768,874 
19,342,698 
10,791306 
20,462,823 

79313,188 
1,794,162 
6377,020 

12,487,610 
8,268,648 

18,832,264 



Jan. 1, 1838. 
95 banks. 






36,611.460 

12,432,478 

4,466,832 

16,771,729 

16321,41917 

60399,770 

2,796,207 

4,139,732 

8316,918 

618,277 

18,297,899 



Jan. 1, 1839, 
96 banks. 



Jan. 1, 1840, 
06lMnks. 



36,801,460 

19,873,149 

3,291,713 

18,370,044 

16,344398 

68,300,486 

911,628 

6302,708 

3,907,137 

2338,694 

14,122,940 



86,801,460 

10,629314 

3,100,188 

16,061391 

62,788,206 
8,668,170 
6,864,634 
4,401,400 
2310,161 
6,643,126 



The number of packages of Dry Goods imported from 
Liverpool into New York, in the month oi January the last 
six yeai% weie as follows :— 

1835 8,860 1838 6,100 

1836 14,105 1839 13312 

1837 16,372 1840 2360 

Average of the six yean 10,168. This shows a diminu- 
tion in the average importation of the last month of 7309 
pnckagi^ bom the port of Liverpool only. 



Repeat of Charterer-— Tim Legislature of Ohk> have de- 
eided, by a solemn vote of both Houses, that they have the 
right t9 repeal aajf act •fincerp9ratiem^~'4eur* of Cenv ' 



Indiana Legielature. — A bill for the relief of the con* 
traeton of (he public works has passed both Houses of Iha 
Lagislatuie of Indiana. It provides for the issue of Treasury 
notes of tlie denominatbn of $6 and $60, to the amount of 
#1300,000, receivable for state taxes, the former in 1840, tho 
latter in 1841. Those outstanding after the latter period, are 
to be redeemed by a fiind from the sale of the interest of Ifao 
state in any lots^ property, or dd>to due from banks. 

A square of ground in the dty of New Orleans^ botmded 
by Tchoupitoulas, Common Magaxine and Canal streete, was 
aold a ftw daya ago by the U. 8. Marshal for $255360— 
being at the rate of n^y #476 for each footof groand 
on any of the four streete named. 
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Report 

0/ the Canal Cvmmunwnertt %• the Governor ef Penu' 
gylvania^for thetfear aiding Octebei' 31, 1839, 09 tranf 
mitted h the Legielature, 

(Condoded from page 123.) 

Weet Branch DvoiH^n, 



This Dinnoo extendi from Northumberland to Facrande- 
YiUe, and b 73 miles in length. It abo includes the Bald 
Eagle and Lewisbafg side cuts, making an aggregate of 77^ 
miles of finished canal and slack water navigation* The 
loclEaga irom the pool of the daro at Northumberland to Far* 
nndsville, is 138J feet Although one of the main designs ' 
of the pnijectoni of this improvement, was to form a con- 
tinuoua water communication between the Susquehanna and | 
Allegheny rivers; the expenditure, so far as the work has 
progressed, has been a wise and judicious one, if even the 
completion of the work should for a time be delayed. This 
board have the fullest confidence in the practicability of 
uniting the Eastern and Western waters, by the West Branch 
iQQte, and believe, that that great oinect will be accomplished 
at no distant day. The line^ as Jar as completed, passes 
through one of the finest agricultural regions in Pennsylvania, 
and penetrates the rich bed of bituminoos- coal and iron ore 
of Lycoming and Centre countiea. Navigation haa not been 
intermpled a single day during the present season, and the 
trade upon the canal greklly exceeds Uiatof any former year. 

Twenty-five miles of the WiUiamsport and Elmiirn rail- 
road have been completed, and are now in active use, which 
has very considerably increased the business and travel. on 
this division. If that road was finished to Elmira, in New 
York, it would open an impprt^nt thoroughfare between the 
bituminous coal and iron regions of Pennsylvania and the 
Lake country, abounding with salt, gypsum, &c of New 
York. Companies have liecn incorporsted in both states, 
and the stock has been subscribed, but the deranged state of 
the currency, and consequent scarcity of funds, hove, for the 
present, suspended the further prosecution of the work.-^ 
Bituminous coal is used entirely as a fuel in the locomotives, 
on this road. 

In August last, contracts were entered into for repairing 
the dam acroos the Bald Eagle, and the dam at Dunnstown — 
the former is neariy completed, and the latter in such a state 
of forwardness, as to render it secure. 

Extensive repairs are required at the Muncy dam, much of 
the covering A the dam has been worn through, and the 
atone filling washed out of the lower slope. It has been par- 
^illy repaired this season, but will next year require thorough 
andpermanent repairs. 

The dam across Loyalsook ereek requires planking, and 
the works connected with it being so low, aa to be liable to 
inundatian in timea of high water, the length of wier should 
be increased, or the embankments raised ; the board would 
recommend the latter. 

The walla of the combined outlet locks, on the Lewisbnrg 
side eotp have given way, and the whole work requires re- 
building. The dam alio, is in a bad oonditioo— it aboukl be 
lepaired, and raised an additional foot in height. 

The following fatimate^ showa the amount lequiiedfor 
repairs on this division : 



Dtmnstown dam, 

Bald Eagle dam 

Bridgea on BaU Eagle side cut. 
Pine creek aqueduct, •.....••.. 

Money dam, 

Loyabock dbm, 

Raiiring embankments^ 

Lewisbnigdam, 

Reboikling outlet locka on 

Water ways around looks, 

Bepairing lock walla. 

Renewing wood work of one lock, 

Repair to lock galM^ .« 

Repairing bri4gee, •••••«••*•..,• 



938,694 75 

a,780 24 

1,S4l 00 

3,689 60 

38,250 00 

8,985 00 

, 8,686 00 

7,663 60 

side cut, 20,708 60 

3,160 00 

750 00 

800 00 

60O 00 

, 7«81600 



Repairing ice breaker at Northumberland bridge, 390 00 
Ordinary repairs te canal banks, dec, 16,500 80 

Whole amount required, $137,316 69 

Deduct unexpended balance of appropriation, . . 34,360 00 

Balance requued, $92,966 59 

Five thousand dollaia wUl be required on this division, for 
new work on old lines. 

The amount drawn from the Treasury, for repairB during 
the but fiacal year, was $^^7,966 69. 

A towing-path and road bridge is much needed across the 
pool of the Dunnaburg dam. in addition to the businees 
upon the canal, which it would accommodate, the leading 
public road along the valley of the West Branch, croases the 
river at that point ; the travel of which, would of itself, in 
the opinion of the board, fully justify the expenditure which 
will be required in its construction. Its cost is estimated at 
$36,000. 

On the 3Cih of October the board examined the Bald Eagle 
and Spring creek navigation. By the act of the 7th April, 
1836, the faith of the state waa pledged for the payment of 
an interert of five per cent per annum for twenty-five years^ * 
on $200,000, the capital stock of the company, and by a sub- 
sequent act, the stato became a stockholder to the amount of 
$36,000. The whole length of the improvement ta t wen t y ^ 
five miles, extending from the state dam, on the Bald Eagle 
creek, at the bead of the aide cut to Bellefonte. The bond 
found nineteen miles of the lower end of the line, from the 
stato dam to the E^le Iron Works, opened for navigation, 
in good eider, and in active operation. On the upper section 
of six miles, considerable work has been done. About on^ 
third of the excavation and embankment is made— two locka 
are completed, and another neariy finished. 1*he board were 
informed that about $35,000 had been egcpcnded on the divi- 
sion of six miles, between Bellefonte and Eagle Iron Worka. 
The capital of the company conskrta of $300,000 in stock, 
and the subs<-ription on the pert of the stete of $36,000. 
The company realized $3,000 by the sale of a water right, 
and is now indebted about 8,0u0. The whole expenditure 
of the compeny is^ thevefiyre, $330,000. 

It will be obeerved from the foregoing, that althoof^ tlna 
improvement is in the handa and under the control of an in* 
corpoimled company, it it in fittt a state work, oonatruded on 
the faith and credit of the Commonwealth. By the third 
aection of the act of 1835, it ia reserved to the Common* 
wealth, at any time afler the goamnty shall ceaae, to take 
posseasion of the work and connect it with their other worka 
of inland navigation, ** on payment of the real ooat thereof." 
On commonioating with the president of the company, be 
has, by letter, informed the board that the company would at 
any time aurrender the charter to the stete, the atockholdere 
receiving a five per cent stock on the actual expenditure. The 
location is good, and the work well and economically ex^ 
cnted. The tolls the present year, in the unfinished stato 
of the work, amounted to $3,1 65. By a table fomuhed by 
the collector, it appears that the tolls, reeetwd by the Com* 
monwealth, on merctiandise that aacendcd and deacc n ded the 
Bald Eagle and Spring creek navigatioB, amounted to f 6,048. 
If the Une were finiabed, the boainesa would be greatly in- 
cwaeed ; and aa the tolla are pledged to the state, to meet the 
guaranty, it ia the opinion of the board that the legislaisra 
should provide for ite immediate oompletiott ; and bv making 
such arrtngement with the stockholders, as would bo sttaa* 
factory and just, connect this work with Ae other public im- 
ptovemento of the stete. 

French Creek JDiviaion» 
vxxnxm mjib. 

The French creek feeder, from the head of navigation, in 
the pool of Bemua' dam, three mOes above Meadville, to 
the junctioa of the Erie extension, indudiag the Conneaat 
lake, ia twcnty^eeven milaa in length. 

A poftion of thialtne waa c o mp lete d in 1839, tlw r^ 
maintor ia 1884. It ww nmda with Ike design of eoavcy- 
lag the witeM uf Fnndi enik to ibe Conamt likv, whiak 
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U b proposed U> raise to the height of eleven feet above iti 
ft&mat ciirface, and thu« {sum a leBcrvdir for the Erie ex- 
tension or the main line of canal, from Beaver to the harbour 
of Erie. It i» twenty-eight feet wide at the bottom, with a 
descent of three inches to the mile, and is ealoabUed for foar 
foot depth of water. Owing to the limited business done on 
this line of canal, and the inadequate appropriations for keep* 
ing it in repair, it has not at sny time been in a navigable 
condition, throughout its whole length. Since July, 1837, 
when the dam at Bemus' mill was injured by the flood, no 
part of the feeder has been used for the purpose of navigation. 

From the advanced state of the work on the Erie exten* 
aion, the summit level of wluch can only be supplied from 
this source, a thorough repair of this line can no longer be 
procrastinated. It is expected if the neceasary funds are pro- 
vided for carrying on the work, that the water will be let into 
the extensioD in 1S41. The Gonneaut reservoir should 
therefore be in readiness. 

By the fourth section of the act of 19th July last, entitled, 
" An act to provide for the several lines of canal and rail- 
road, and to continue the improvements of the state," the 
Canal Commissioners were authorind to change the location 
of the feeder dam on French Creek, and extend the feeder 
* up said creek to a distance not exceeding two miles, if, after 
a careful examination by a competent engineer, they should 
deem such change necessary to promote the interest of the 
commonwealth, and insure the pennanency of the work<— 
Upon examining the proposed change of the site of the feeder 
dun, the board observed that it had been originally located 
at the point where it is now proposed to fix it, and that a part 
of the work hod actually been done. The Legislature not 
aatiafied wiih the location made by the ofHccxs who were fa- 
miliar with the subject, and hbundantly qualified to judge, 
directed by a special act of assembly, &e dam to be built on 
its present site at Bemus* mill. 

The board have no hesitation in expressing their opinion 
that the first (or upper) location wss the proper one, and if 
the work was now to be eonunenced, would recommend its 
adoption, but considering the present situation of the work, 
they do not deem a change conducive to the interests of the 
Commonwealth, or necessary to ensure the permanency of 
the dam. They are satisfied the woiks may be made per- 
manent at the present site. I^he cost of extending the feeder 
two miles further up the creek to McOuAn's foils, and build- 
ing a now dam, is estimated at f 88,075 00. To repair the 
old dam at Bemus' mill will require $16,412 OO — accom- 
plisbing the same object at less than half the cost 

The ruinous condition of the work on this line, requires 
that a liberal appropriation be made for repairs. The aque- 
duct across French ereek is in such a condition as to require 
a renewal of the trunk, and extensive repairs on the abut- 
ments and piers. The trunk beihg but fifteen feet in width, 
will be rebuilt conformably to the resolution of the board of 
the 25th of March lost, requiring a!l uncovered aqueducts to 
to be thirty-five feet wide in the clear. 

The following is the estimated amount required to repair 
the foeder line of the French creek diviuon : 

Feeder dam at Beraus' mill $16,4 12 00 

Aqueduct over French creek, 19,607 50 

Aquednet over Watson's run, , 3, 140 50 

Waste Weiis, 8,400 00 

Bridges, 18,730 00 

G«ial, i22,600 00 

RaSMOg towing path, 0,750 00 

Otttlet lock and guard gates, 11,000 00 



$100,560 00 



The amount drawn from the Treasury for repairs on the 
feeder line during the Isst fiscal year,* was $4,600. 

Franklin lAne, 

This line oommenees at the fioeder aqueduct over French 
creek, and extends down that stream to its junction with the 
AJIegbenf liter; at the town of FVanklin, and is S^j nnles 
mkai^. Th» lockage M 1284 foet The eorfoca of Ae 
INMr it the eamd at the aqMdu0t; wiH be lasel with tk» 



Conneaut reservoir when fillip and 510 feet above the level 
of Lake Erie. 

This division of the public works has been so long neglect- 
ed by the Legislature, that a very large sum will be required 
to effect the repairs, which mtist soon be made, or the im- 
provement abandoned. 

The inhabitants of the valley of French creek are now, 
by the destruction of Bemus' dam, dam No. I, at 8Qgar 
creek, and «!am No. 4, in a much worse condition than they 
were before the canal was commenced j and sheer justice to 
them demands that the works should either be repaired, et 
the obstructions removed from the bed of the stream and a 
free and uninterrupted descending navigation restored. The 
completion of the canal from Conneaut Lake to Erie, will^ 
in the opinion <^ the board, justify the expenditure of a sum 
sufficient to place this line in a condition fit for public n ee  
especially when it is considered that steamboats ply to a con- 
siderable extent, a large portion of the year between Pitte* 
burg and Franklin. 

When a continuous canal from the harbour of Erie to 
Franklin is opened, it is not presuming too much to anticipate 
a brisk reciprocal trade between the salt, plaster, and other 
products of the lake country, and the iron, lumber, and the 
other staples of the valley of French creek and the Allegheny* 

In August last, the Canal Commissioners directed the re- 
removal of dam No. 1, at Sugar creek, which, from the lom- 
ness of the flats, caused great injury to the own^v of landa 
above. To restore the navigation it will now be necessary 
to construct a new piece of canal, nearly four miles in length* 
remove and rebuild one lock, build an aqueduct over Sugar 
creek, three culverts, two waste watrs, seven farm bridges-* 
which is estimated to cost $54,513 00. 

Should the I^egislature determine to make the necesaaiy 
repairs on this line, the folfowing sums will be required : 

New canal at Sugar creek dam, $54,523 00 

Completing 1 \ miles of canal, above dam No. 4, 1 2,33 L 30 

Locks, 27.500 00 

Bridges, 4,050 00 

Dams 27.300 00 

Repairing and raising towing path, 6,000 CO 

Total cost of repairs of the Franklin line, . . . .$131,774 36 

Feeder,.. 106,560 (0 



<f 



« 



u 



Whole amount required for French creek di- 
vision, ' $238,334 36 

From which deduct balance of appropriation of $15,000, 
authorized by last legislature. 

The amount drawn from the Treasury for repairs on the 
Franklin line, is $4,000. 

Erie JEMenHtn* 

The Erie extension commences at the head of the pool, 
six miles aboA^e New Castle, and terminates in the harbour 
of Presque Isle, at Erie. It is 105^ miles in length, and is 
divided in two lines, viz: The Shenango line extending to 
the summit at Conneaut lake 60 miles, and the Conneaut 
line from thence to Erie 45^ miles. The ascent from the 
pool above New Castle to the summit when the reservoir is 
full. Lb 287^ foet and the descent from tiie summit to the sur* 
foce of Lake Ehie, is 510 feet, making the entire lodcage 
797^ feet 

Shenan^p Line. 

Forty-five and » half miles of this line were put under 
contract in 1836, the remamder In 1 838. Burhig the past 
season the woik has p i o gi e sM s d wiHi much spirit, notmth- 
standing the difiicuHy under which contractors laboured for 
want of funds. The finrt 43 miles extending firom the hrad 
of slack water on the Beaver division to the ^lage of Gicen- 
vilie, will be eompleted and ready for the water about the 
usual peried of opening the navigation in the spring. 

There are on this Kne 441ock9, of these 36 are built of cut 
stone, and nine are constructed on the composite phm with 
stone walls foeed with plank; five dams; three i^iueducta; 
twenty-one road bridges, and twenty-ibur waste weira. 

The Kne cnione the-Pymstoning swamp near its soutli- 
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easteni eitreniicy by a heavy embankment which it to be 
imifled to auch height as to create a reacrvoir fleven feet deep, 
overflowing about atx hundred acrea. Hiie reservoir will be 
about fi% feet below the main reservoir at Conneaut lake 
and will contain upwards of 145 millions of cubic feet of wa- 
ter above water line of the canal. 

Conneaut line is deaigriod to be converted into a great 
reservoir by embanking across the outlet at Cvanabarr, and 
introdnctng the ivaters of French creek by an artific ial feed- 
er which has already lieen constructed. The entire Con- 
neaut fine, and fifteen miles of the Shenango line will rely 
mainly upon this source for a supply. The water in the lake 
at its present elevation is four feet below the bottom of the 
canal, when raisrd it will be eleven foet above its present sur- 
face, eovenng twenty -six hundred acres. The upper three 
feet will be available a* a supply during the driest portion of 
ibe year, and contain three hundred millions of cubic feet of 
water above the u«ual depth of canal. 

The whole co9t of the Shenango line is estimated at $1,- 

Thui line was located in lPoB,and eleven and a half miles 
including twenty-three sections, thirteen locks, six culverts 
and two bridges, were let to contracturs. The remainder of 
the work was put under contract during the present year. — 
It is divided into sixty -one sections, comprising seventy-one 
locks, two aqueducts, five culverts, fidy waste wiers, forty- 
one road bridges ^nd forty farm bridgcc. The locks wiN be 
built upon the composite plan of stone and wood, and the 
wooden locks, directed by the late board, entirely dispensed 
with. 

It was designed by tlie Engineer who lately had charge 
of tliis extension, to pass Elk and Walnut creeks by means 
of high embankments and culverts. Upon examination of 
the^inc, by the pre.«nt engineer, he recommended the aban- 
donment of the culverts and embankments, and the substitu- 
tion of aiucducls. The board adopted his suggestions, and 
ihrreby saved to the Commonwrallh, upwards of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars, in the cost of the construction. Those 
atreams at the points where the cnnal crosses them, have 
worn immense gulfs. The banks oq both sides are precip- 
itous, eompoied of argilaccous slate, »nd about one hundred 
feet, in height. The width across the Walnut eneek gulf is 
six hundred feet, and across that of Elk creek> fear hundred 
icet 

The woik upon the Erie extennon, is progressing as rap- 
idly as the limited means, under the control of &e canal 
eommissioneni will admit. Should prompt proviflon lie made 
by the legislature, for supplying the necessary funds, the 
whole line can be completed during the year 1841. 
The entire cost of constructing ihe Con- 
neaut line is estimated at $1,613,515 45 

Shenango line, 1,656,679 06 



Total estimated cost of Erie exteni'ion,. . . 
Deduct former appropriationa, 



3,271,194 51 
1,566.666 66 



Balanee required to completa, f1 ,704,527 85 

The board wouki recommend that one half of the above 
•om required to complete, should be appropriated by the pre- 
aent legislature. 

For further particulars, in relatioo to the progn^as of the 
work, the location and condition of the line, and the supply 
of water, Uie attention of the legislatore is respectfully re- 
ferred to the report of W, Milnor Robeyts, Ksq., herewith 
submitted* 

AerfA Branch Extension, 

The North Branch extension commences at the vilhige of 
Athens in Bradford county, and connects with the Wyoming 
fine at the mouth of Lackawanna creek. It is ninety miles 
in length, and haa 189^ feet of loekage. 

The design of the legislature in audiorizing the eztenaioo 
of the North Bmeh dtniioa to the siMo line waa to offeet 
a eoBiMxioii between the Unprmemali ef New TodE md 

Vol,. II. ~18 



Pennsylvania. This connexion is of immense importance 
to the interests of both states^ it will not only add materially 
to the business done on the public improvemeotsof both,but 
to the permanent wealth of large sections of the territoiy of 
eadi ft opens a new market for the rich anthradte and 
bituminous coal regions, embracing the valleys of Wyoming, 
Lackawanna and Towands, and in return furnishes an im- 
proved highway to tnarket for the salt, gypsum, and agricul- 
tural proJuciions of that portion <tf the Vtate of New York 
bordering on the lakes. During the pact summer the board 
visited and examined the countiy around the northern ter- 
mination of this line of improvements, as well as the con- 
templated connexions with it in New York. That state haa 
already extended her improvements, so as to intersect the 
Susquehanna, by canals at two points, viz : By the Shenango 
canal from IJtica on the Erie canal to Binghamton on the 
SuffquehannA, thirty-nine miles from tiie state line near 
Athens ; and also from Montezuma on the Erie canal, by 
Seneca lake and the Chemung canal to Elmira on the Che- 
mung branch of the Susquehanna, sixteen miles above the 
state line near Athens. A connexion has abKi been formed 
from Montezuma by the Cayuga bike and the Ithaca and 
Owego railroad to Owego on the Susquehanna, eighteen 
miles from the state line. By surveys made under the di- 
rection of the Canal Commissioners of New York, it haa 
been ascertained that a connexion by «ther of these routea 
is entirely practicable, and from the deep interest which that 
state has in accomplishing that object, this board can enter- 
tain no doubt that it will before long be undertaken and 
completed. It is submitted Co the kgislature wheCher aoond 
policy requirea the adoption of any measures on tfie part of 
Pennsylvania to secure concert of action between that state 
and this. 

That portion of the North Branch extension between 
Athens and Wyelosing creek is designated tbe Tioga line. 
From Wyalusing to Lackawanrta it is terthed the Tunkhan- 
nock line. 

The Tioga Ime is thirty-five miles and fifty-six chains in 
lenith. and was put under contract in 1836. It Is divided 
into filly-eight sectloni, itevetiteen of which are completed, 
and the remainder in as great a state of forwardness aa the 
funds applicable to the work would justify. The lockage ia 
seventy four feet, which is overcome by nine lift locks, in ad- 
dition to which then are four guard locka on the line, three 
aqueducts, two dama, nine waste weirs, and forty pubUc and 
farm bridgeab 
The amount of work done on this line, up 

to the 31st Oetober, 1839, is . . . .; f 840,^70 37 

Amount remaining to be done, 548,610 73 

Add 5 per cent, on amouni remaining to 

be done, 27,433 53 

Whole coat of Tioga lide,; $1,416,811 63 

By the third section of the act of the 19th of July, 1880, 
the canal commissioners were directed to caoseare-measure- 
'ment and re-estimate to be made by Wm. B. Foster, jr., and 
James B. Harris, as principal eDgitteers, with au^ assiatants 
as they might mutually agree upon, of all the work done oa 
the North Branch extension, where the contractors wen die- 
satisfied and deaired such re-measurement to be made. Bat 
two oontrectors on the North Branch evinced their dlaaati» 
faction with the eatimatas of Mr. Foster, and availed them* 
selves of the provision of this law — Mr. Amos Addis^ 
contractor for aeetion No. 10, and Sample, Edminston and 
Sample, contractors for aeetion Ifo, 1 2. Upon their written 
applioation, the board directed a re-measurement and re-ee- 
timate to be made by Mr. Foster and Mr. Harria, in compli- 
ance with the aet of aasemUy, hy whose joint report it appeara 
that Mr. Foater*s estimate was suhetantially correct in one 
case they made a difierence in favour of the contractor of 
$3 17, and the other of $17 70. 

The Tunkhannock line ia fifty-four milea and nineteen 
chains in length. The moat difficult and expensive secttose 
of the line vrera pat under contract in July, 1 83^. No pait 
(^ the mediaidiMl woik haa yet been oommaiioed, the Mmd 
wM l Ab n ef the tet of Joly M, antog a p p e |w i ufc i m to thfe 
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work, having prohibited the board from putting under con- 
tract any portion of the line not then contra';ted for. Such 
sections as were declared abandoned by the board, in their 
resolution of the 21st day of May last, and reported to the 
house of repreeentativcs, have lieen re-let at an aggregate 
saving of more than one hundred thousand dollars to the 
Commonwealth. 

The lockage is oce hundred and fidcen and a half feet, 
which is overcome by fourteen locks. In addition to which, 
two guard locks will be required. There ate on the line, one 
dam, six aqueducts, twenty-«iz culverts, sixty road and fann 
bridges, and fourteen waste wiers. 

The limited amount of funds in the hands of the canal com- 
miflsioners during the present year, has greatly retarded oper- 
ations on this line. Large sums were due before Uie loan 
was taken, and the monthly instalments since have been en- 
tirely too small to meet the wants of contractors. 
The work done on the Tunkhannock line 

amounts to $ 353,422 22 

Amount remaining to be done, 1 ,758,558 35 

Total estimated cost of Tunkhannock line, $?,\ 1 1,990 57 
Cost of Tioga line, 1,416,311 63 

Total cost of N. Branch extension, $ 3,528,S02 20 

Deduct former appropriations, 1,246,666 66 

Balance required to complete North Branch 

Extension, $2,l8^6o5 54 

The board would respectfully urge the propriety of ap- 
propriating one-half of the above sum, required for the oper- 
ations of the ensuing year. 

The attention of the legislature is referred, for a detailed 
statement of Uie progress and condition of the work on the 
North Branch extension, to the report of W. B. Foster, Jr« 
engineer, herewith transmitted. 

Wisconitco CanaL 

The canal extends from Wisconisco creek at the western 
termination of the Lyken*s valley railroad, to the pool o! the 
Clark's ferry dam, at Duncan*8 Island, and is twelve and one 
fourth miles in length. 

All experience has shown, that canals leading into coal re- 
gions, are most profitable. This improvement is designed to 
furnish an outlet for the coal of Lykens and Bear valleys, 
already in great demand, and in general use, and will, in the 
opinion of the board, be a judicious investment of tho Com- 
monwealth's funds*. 

Tho work was placed under contract in .\ugut$t, 1838, and, 
if means are provided, may be completed in the fall of the 
ensuing year. It consists of twenty-five sections, one dam, 
(across the Wisconisco) one guard lock, sii lift locks, three 
aqueducts, two culverts, five waste wiers, and eighteen bridges. 
The lockage is thirty-fi%e feet. 

The water of Wisconisco creek being insufficient to feed 
the canal in dry seasons, the board would recommend that 
the legislature authorize a feeder to be taken out of the Sus- 
quehanna at Walters' mill, two and a half miles above Mil- 
ler^burg, where there is an abundant fall in the river for that 

Purpose, 
'he cost of the work done, is estimated at . $127,216 49 
Cost of work to be done 248,978 94 

Whole cost of Wisconisco canal $376,1 96 43 

Deduct former appropriations 2 10,000 00 

Amount required to complete $1 66,1 95 43 

For minute details of the condition and progress of the 
work, the legislature is referred to the accompanying report 
of A. B. Warford, engineer of the line. 

U'ett Branch — Sintiemahomng^ Extension, 

No proviUoii having been made by the last legiidature for 
carrying^ on this work, all operations on tlie line were, sus- 
pended in July last It is 33 miles in length, extending 



from the moutli of the Tangascootac creek to the mouth of the 
Sinncmahoning. If completed it would carry the Wcat 
Branch improvements into the centre of the bituminous coal 
regions, and add another link to the chain of a'imrounication 
which will eventually unite the waters of the i^usquehanna 
and Allegheny. The practical ility of the undertaking, upon 
the plan of constructing reservoirs reoanmended by Mr. Ay- 
crigg, tho board think, has been fully established by that 
gentleman in his reports on the subject, sustained as his posi- 
tions are, by the concurrent judgment of the most able civil 
engineers in the United States. 

The line as placed under contract in 1830, is divided into 
51 sections, and will require two dams, two guard locks, 
seventeen lift locks, five aqueducts, nineteen culverts, ten 
waste wiers, and thirty road and farm bridges. The lockng« 
is 150 feeU 

The whole cost of the line is estimated at . $ • ,3S8,^ 99 15 
Amount appropriated I3u 000 00 

Balance required to complete i\ ,259,099 1 5 

Should the legislature determine to make no further appro- 
priations at this time, for carrying on the work, the sum of 
$31,124, will be required, in addition to former appropria- 
tions, to pay debts now due for work done and materials de- 
livered. 

The 3d section of the act of the 19th July last, directs the 
canal commissioners to cause a re-meapurement and re-esti- 
mate to be made by William E, Morris and Benjamin Ay- 
crigg, with such assistance as they may mutually agree upon, 
of all the work done on the Sinncmahoning extension of the 
West Braneh division, where the contractors were dissatis- 
fied, and desired such re-measurements. Five contractors 
were dissatisfied with the estimates of Mr. Morris, and ap- 
pealed from his decision. The board, by their resolution of 
the SCth of October, directed a re-measurement and rc-«ati- 
mate to be made as required by law. Mr. Aycrigg, oni of 
the engineers named in the law, for reasons stated in a com- 
munication to the board, deeli/iing acting in the matter, and 
as he was not in the service of (he Commonwealth, they had 
no means of compelling his compliance with the requisitions 
of the act of assembly, it is no more than justice that the 
contractors who feel themselves aggrieved should have a 
remedy provided, and as the refusal of Mr. Aycrigg to act, 
has rendered the law relating to their respective cases nuga- 
tory, the board would recommend such acrion on the subject, 
as the legislature may deem necessaiy to protect the rights of 
the parties interested. , 

latt^icootae ETtfttnon* 

This line commences at the feeder dam at Dunnsburg and 
extends to the mouth of the Tanga^ootac creek, a distance 
of seven and a half miles. The only work remaining to be 
done on the line, is the wier, and one abutment of dam No. 
1, at Farninds\*ille. Operations were suspended on this job, 
and the accounts closed with contractors in accordance with 
a resolution of the late board of canal commis.<ioners. The 
dam, however, is greatly needed to enable the owners of coat 
mines on the Tangascootac, to get their coal to market. The 
board would recommend an appropriation of $> 4,00 J for that 
purpose. 

The dam at Queen's run is now undergoing extensive and 
permanent repairs. It is located on gravel, ^d the water 
running over the dam had excavated the bed of the stream to 
the depth of fourteen feet, and nndermined the dam about 
ten feet It will be properly secured before the ice freshet of 
tho ensuing spring. Amount required to complete n>paira« 
about $8,000. 

Mlegkeny Feeder. 

This improvement was authorized by the act of the 14th 
April, 1838, and was placed under contract in August of tho 
same year. It is about fourteen miles in length, commendng 
at Kittanning, and tenninating at the aqueduct acrosi the 
Allegheny riyer, near the rpouth of the Klskiminitas. and was 
designed to increase the supply of water in the ,\ve6iern di\ is- 
ion.from the latter point . to I'iltsbgrg. 
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No appropriation hsTingf been made by (he laat legislature 
to proaecute the work, it was suspended and final estimates 
returned and paid, including retained per oentage, until the 
funds were exhausted. 

The who!e cost of the work is estimated at. $66 \603 00 
DeJuct appropriation 30,' 00 00 

Amount required to complete $632,608 00 

If the legislature should deem it inexpedient to make any 
further provision at present for completing this line, the sum 
of nine hundred dullmrs and fourteen cents will be required 
Co discharge the debts now due. 

Getty tburg Piulvuy. 

By a reiiolution of the legislature appr »ved the 19th day 
of February last, the work on the Gettysburg railroad was 
suspended from and after the first day of Marrh then next 
and the sum of $150, 00 was appropriated to pay contrac- 
tors for work done prei'ious ti that day, including retained 
per centage The board in compliance with the act directed 
the suspen4on of the work, and took immedia'e measures to 
ascertain the amount due contractors. By the report of the 
engineer, it will be seen that the whole amount of work done 

• 

u 

Up3n graduation $543,839 91 

masonry 76,1 13 05 

2,866 66 



f« 



fencing 



** masonry 
*' fence. . . . 



Whole amount of work done $6 22,9 19 61 

Tiie whole amount due by the Commonwealth, it is be- 
lievod embraced in the following vtatement: 

For graduation $124,785 34 

.' 17,930 57 

1,010 75 

" former engineers 523 00 

** engineers employed in re-measure- 
ment 'ISl 50 

Superintendent 30 J 00 

Offioerent 168 00 

Stationery, fuel, &c 96 62^ 

$145,307 78i 

The temporary loan authorized by the act referred to. hav- 
ing not yet been negotiated, the above claims remain unpaid; 
if the funds were available, tHe sum appropriated would be 
sufficient to discharge all the liabilities. 

Such portions of the work as required protection at the 
time of its suspens on, have been secured, and the necessary 
measures taken to fulfil the requirements of the act The 
board, however, regard the amount expen<led on this road as 
literally thrown away. It should never have been commenced, 
and being now suspended, should never be resumed. The 
pncticsliility of the undertaking is at best doubtful, and if 
completed, would by being a source of continued expense, 
be worse than worthless to the Commonwealth. 

By the sixth section of the act passed the 19th of July, 
1839, the board were directed, ** to employ an experienced 
and competent engineer, and at least three aaristant engi- 
neers, with their neceaaaiy eorpa, whose duty it riiould be 
to make thorough examinations and surveys with a view to 
ibrm a connexion between Harri^burg and Pittsburg, by 
means of a eontinuoas railroody and such routes as they should 
believe most practicable for such continnous railroad, between 
those points." 

In accordance with this provision of the act, the board ap- 
pointed Charles L. Schlatter, principal engineei^ who upon 
receiving his appointment proceeded to the organization of 
three separate parties, under the direction of competent as- 
aiftants, to each of which was assigned a distinct field for 
examination. 

To one party were allotted all those routes north of the 
Juniata river, classed in the report of the engineer under the 
head of die AVeAem route. To the aeeond, the routes by 
tlie vaBeys of the Joniata, Conemangh and Black Liek, onder 



the general head of Middle route, and to the third, t>.e ex- 
amination of the route from Pittsburg to Chambersbuig, on 
the Southern route. 

The surve} s on the several routes were commenced about 
the first of September, and were pro^ecuted with vigour, until 
the parties were obliged by the inclemency of the season, to 
close their field operations early in the month of November. 

ISy referring to the preliminary report of the engineer, 
herewith submitted, it will be seen that during this short 
period, the surreys were so far extended on the northern 
route, as to ascertain the practicability of passing the Alle- 
gheny mountains without inclined planes, and with grades 
not exceeding 45 feet per mile; and that on the middle route, 
the valley of the little Juniata can be attained, from the sum- 
mit of tlic mountain on the eastern Mde,by the same grade; 
on the southern route a favoreblo report has been made upon 
the line examined from Pittsburg to Langhlinstown, whilst 
the lateness of the season, prevented the rxtendon of suffi- 
cient examinations to enable the engineer to give an opinion 
of the proper route by which Laurel H:ll should be crossed 
by the railroad. 

The board would ask the attention of the legislature to the 
importance of vigorously prosecuting these sur^'eys during 
the ensuing season. 

A number of routes have been proposed, possessing such 
claims for consideration, that it would in the opinion of the 
board, be an act of injustice, not only to the interest of the 
whole State, but to those particular districts through which 
the proposed routes will pass, if they are not thoroughly ex* 
amined, and careful comparisons instituted between the rival 
lines. 

1 he appropriations of last year, will not be suflScient to 
defray the expenses of these extensive surveys, the impor- 
tance of which the board would desire to impress upon the 
legarlature, not alone on account of the primaiy obiects for 
which they have been commenced, viz : the location of a 
continuous railroad from Harrisburg to Pittsburg; but also 
from the accurate geographical information which will be ob- 
tained in the coune of the examinations, and which cannot 
fail to be of the greatest importance to the state at no very 
distant period. 

In addition to the power now granted by the legislature 
to the engineer, the board recommend that he be authorized 
to make the necessary surveys and explorations for a turn- 
pike or McAdamized road, with an easy grade across the 
mountains, between Laughlinitown and Chambenbui^. 

By a resolution of the legislature, approved the 13th of 
March last, the board were required to cause a survey of the 
Lackawanna river and valley, from the feeder dam of the 
Wyoming division of the Pennsylvania canal, to the Ragged 
Islands, to be made by a competent engineer, for the purpose 
of determining the best mode of improving the same, so as to 
bring the mineral and other products of said valley to mar^ 
ket, through the Peim^lvania canala. The board, in pur- 
suance of said resolution, appointed Wm. B. Foster, jr. 
engineer, to make the necessary survey and exploration, 
from whom a very full and satisfactory report has been re- 
ceived, which is herewith transmitted for the information of 
the legislature. 

When the public works of Pennsylvania shall be connected 
with those of New York, the anthracite coal of Lackawanna 
valley, equal in quality with any other in the commonwealth, 
and in quantity mexhaustible, will be the most convenient 
to a northern market 

The importance therefbre of the proposed improvement, 
will be apparent at a glance, and if nothing further be done 
to accomplish it, by the present legislature, the board would 
recommend a sufficient appropriation to extend the present 
feeder to the head of Lackawanna Falls, the point most eli- 
gible for a feeder dam, having in view the improvement of 
Lackawanna, as well as the furnishing of a supply of watfr 
for th» Wyoming division. 

Jlttcrvtnro, 

By the 10th seetkm of the act of the 18th dajr of Fefan»> 
ry, 1836, the canal commiHionara were authorised to com* 
mence the eonatniction of l eat ivti hu s at the east and west 
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nde of the Allegheny mountain, to rapply the Juniata and 
y e rte m diviaons wiUi water. Under tho act refened to^ the 
work waa never commenced. 

The act of the 1 9th July last, appropriates seventy thou- 
fand dollars to that ohject, and authorizes its application as 
the canal commianoners shall deem moat conducive to the 
public interest. On the ISth day of July last, the board 
placed this work under the charge of Wm. E. Morris, prin- 
cipal engineer; the necessary surveys have been completed, 
the locations made and approv^ by the board, and the work 
placed under contract. 

The site selected for the Eastern raservoir, is upon the 
aouth fork of the Juniata, on the land of Judge M'Ewen, 
within a mile and a half of the basin at Hollidaysborg — and 
isb in the opinion of the board, the most eligible that can be 
obtained. A dam at this point, 28 feet in height and 1S30 
Iq0 in length on top, will form a reservoir oveHldWing 460 
acres of land, and contain 320 millions of cubic feet of wa- 
ter. This will a£ford an abundant supply for the Juniata 
division, during the dryest seasons. 

The estimated cost of this work is one hundred thousand 
dollars. 

The Western reservoir is located on the south branch of 
the little Conemaogh river, ten miles from Johnstown, and 
two from the Poilage railroad — ^atthe point recommended 
hj Sylvester Welch, £%)., in 1885. The board think the 
ailection the best that can be made. A dam that will rai?e 
the water uzty-two feet, will be 850 feet long on top, will 
form a pool which will contain 480 millions of cubic feet of 
water, and cover four hundred acres of ground. 

Allowing the surface to lie reduced two feet by evapora- 
tion, the reservoir will yield, without any supply for three 
months, 3,500 cubie feet of water per n^nute, (being 500 
cubic feet per minute more than the greatest amount that 
will be required.) This woikis eatimatedto cost $18S/M)0. 

Cost of Eastern reservoir, $100,000 00 

«* Western reservoir, 188,0.0 00 



Casal Tolls* 



Total cost, $28^,0C0 CO 

Deduct former appropriations, 10 J,QCO OJ 

Amount required to complete, $188,000 00 

The eastern reservoir may be finiBhed during the ensuing 
The completion of the western will require another 



The board concur with their predeceeaore, in recommend^ 
iog the speedy completion of the reservoir*. Navigation 
upon the main lines should not be subject to interruption, 
and the present feedera are entirely inadequate to supply the 
upper levels during dry seasons. 

For a detailed description of the work, the board refer the 
attention of the legislature to the report of the engineer. 

Old DebU and Damaaret, 

The appropriation to pay old debts has no. been expended, 
owing to the limited amount wl\ich has been available. It 
has be^ received in monthly instalments, barely enabling 
the board to pay a portion of the estimates on the extension, 
and keep the lines in navigable order. The sum appropria- 
ted will be insufficient to meet the demands upon it, and al- 
though from a want of accurate information upon the subject, 
the board cannot fix the precise amount required ; they are 
aatisfied it will not fall short of fifty thousand dollars. 

Arrangements will be made for paying old debts, as eoon 
as funds can be obtained. 

The payment of damages on the several lines of canal and 
railroads, has also been postponed for the same reason, and 
will receive the attention of the board at the first possible 
moment 

TolU. 

m 

Amnmni of tolls eolleeted at the several offices on the ctnals 
and railroads of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, from 
November 1, 1838, to October 31, 1839. 



Easton, * 

New Hope, 

Bristol, - 

Columbia, • 

Portsroooth, 

Harrisbuig, 

Newport, - 

Lewistown, • 

Huntingdon, 

HoUidaysbuig, <• 

Johnstown, 

Dlairsville, 

Frceport, - 

AUegbenytown, 

Beaver, • , - 

Franklin. 

Liverpool, - - - 

Northumberland, • 

Williamsport, 

Duonstown, 

Wilkesbarre, 

Berwick, 

Columbia outlet locks, 

Portsmouth outlet locks, 

Swatara bridge. 

Bridge ^t Duncan's Island, 

Aqueduct at Duncan's Island, 

Aqueduct at Kiskiminitos, 

.Aqueduct at Pittsburg, 



$70,S90 60 

4,931 39 

19,473 41 

90,358 36 

44,407 rs 

30,902 08 

4,681 06 

12,139 77 

6,181 88 

59,830 17 

95,705 26 

1,185 46 

2,898 n 

41,132 76 

2,C87 33 

1,059 65 

6,776 71 

20,981 74 

6,^04 47 

T,3S7 «3 

2,876 63 

5,070 83 

616 36 

440 66 

653 53 

2,619 40 

62 56 

418 OvS 

1,564 89 



$542,886 63 



iiailroad and Motive Povc^. 



BAILIOAS. 

Philadelphia $131,970 30 

Paoli 5,256 52 

ParkesbuTg 4,759 80 

Downingtown 5,23 1 05 

Lancaster 29,310 90 

Columbia 66,253 69 

Hollidsysburg 64,747 88 

Summit 2,99i 59 

Johnstown 19,078 71 

Schuylkill Vliduct 914 64 



MOTITt POWEIl. 

$80,754 28 

1,108 39 

4,950 73 

4,488 19 

26,486 65 

69,.'>65 81 

57,351 17 

3,241 66 

3;,176 65 



f 3 19,622 83 $280,123 53 



Rccapitn^aM^n, 

CanolToWs $543,^86 63 

Railroad Tolls 319,622 88 

Motive Power Tolls S8.»,123 53 

Total amount of canal and railroad and mo- 
tive power tolls $1,142,633 04 

From the foregoing statement it will be observed, that the 
tolls collected during the past fiscal year, amount to $1,143,- 
633 04, being an increase beyond the tolls of the preeeding 
year, of $15 1,38 J 62. 

It cannot be expected, from the disconragin*^ prospects of 
business for the ensuing year, that the increase of tolls will 
be proportionably greater than it was during the present year, 
if indeed it be found so great The board estimate the pro- 
bable receiptee from toll, the ensuing year, at $1,250,000. 

Amount drawn from the TVeatitryJor repair t, during' the 
year entUng^ October 31, 1839. 

Delaware division $90,612 71 

.Columbia railroad 69,384 35 

Eastern division 32,360 16 

Juniata division. • ,. 49,636 31 

Postage railroad 34^2 25 

Western division 33,895 52 
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Bmvot divinoB 

French creek divinon. 
Weti brmnch dWirion . 
North branch diviaion. 
Soeqaehuina ditinon. . 



8,000 00 

8,000 00 

27,924 or 

18,091 42 

4,000 00 



Total amount drawn for repaira $'>76,336 79 

Of which $86,695 82, waa drawn by the late superviaora, 

and $290,640 97, by the preaent eupenriaora. 
The following u a recapitulation of the amount required 

for repain, on the seTenl Imea of canal and railroad, 

Delaware division $111,025 79 

Eaatem diviaion 95,952 21 

Juniata diviaion. 103,00J 00 

Portage railroad 42,000 00 

Weatem diviaioii 224,600 00 

Beaver divinon 60,986 50 

Snaqnehpnna diviaioii 81,146 00 

North hraneh dividon 194,236 62 

Weit branch diviflun 92,966 69 

French oreak diviaion 238.334 36 

Coiombia railroad 863,89J 64 



$1^98,036 7i 
Dadnet nnezpanded balance of appropiia> 
tiona to main linca for repaini 176»1 12 25 

$l,3i2,924 46 



The Ibllowing atateaent afaowa the eattmated amount re- 
quired, to finiah the aeveral linea of canal and railroad under 
eontnet. 

Brieextenaion $1,701,627 84 

North brandi exienaion 2,181,636 63 

fiinneraahoning extenaioa 1,258,009 16 

Wiaconiaoo canal 166,196 43 

Allegheny feeder ^. 682,633 00 

Road to avoid Columbia plane 01,144 97 

Reaervoir on Allegheny moontaina 189|00C 00 

JSxpendifureM* 

The following ia a atateraent of the expenditurea for all 
puipoeea of internal impcovement, for the year ending, Octo- 
ber 31, 1839. 

New work on old linea 

Repaira 

Damagca 

Arching Grant*! Hill tunnel 



$48,627 38 

376,336 79 

33,608 68 

174 17 



Conitruction of new work 1,251,817 69 



Feeder dame 

Motive power 

Locomotive enginea f.. 

Retained per oentage 

Ropes, tools, Ac 

Claims referred to canal commiasionera . . . 

Doubting locks 

Repairing aqueducts 

Outlet locks, at Duncan's Island 

Ravine at Maufs bridge 

Reservoir * 

Allegheny feeder 

Surveys of railroad from Harrisburg to 
Pittaburg 



4,446 96 

271,349 89 

7,600 00 

2,084 49 

18,441 34 

9,60C» to 

16,000 00 

14,000 00 

9.419 67 

9,368 23 

3,000 00 

9,909 31 

7,500 00 



Total $2,088,076 29 



Of jfppropriationa. 

The Board recommended the. following appropriations for 
the ensuing year, viz : 

For the Erie extension $1,000,000 00 

For the North branch extenaioa 1,000,000 00 

For the Wiaconisoo canal 166,200 00 

For the reservoira on the Allegheny noon* 

tain... 100^0 00 

To pay debca due od the Sinnfmahoning ex« 

84,124 00 



To pay debts due on the Allegheny feeder. . 900 14 

.For the completion of the railway to avoid 

the inclined plane at Columbia • 91,146 00 

For renewing north track of the Columbia 

railroad with T rails, or towards avoiding 

the inclined ^plane, if the Legislature 

^ould BO determine % . . 247,000 CO 

For payment of balance due for doubling 

locks on tlie Eastern division 7,402 21 

For building new weigh locks 16,000 00 

For repain on Franklin line 100,000 CO 

For repaira on all the finished lines of canal 

and railroads, except the French creek 

division 700,000 00 

For repaira on French creek feeder 70,000 00 

For new work on finished lines, pay of Canal 

Comroltfioners, Appraiseraand Engineers, 

not connected with extensions 60,000 00 

For damages 26,000 00 

For purchasing new locomotive engines, and 

ropes, for the Columbia and Portage Rail- 
road 75,000 00 

To pay debts due for repairs, dtc, contracted 

prior to the firet of February, 1839 6^000 00 

To complete the surveys of a railroad be- 
tween Harrisburg and Pittsburg S0,0C0 00 



$3,261,771 35 



If the Legialatura should determine to complete the wmk 
under contract on the Sinnemahoning extension of the West 
branch division, and the Allegheny feeder on the we«tei^ 
division, the following sams will be mjuired during the ensu- 
ing year: 

For the 8innemahoning extension $300,000 00 

Allegheny Feeder 300,000' 00 



M 



$600,000 00 

Should the suggestions made bv the board meet the appro- 
bation of the legulature, it would secure the completion of 
the improvements now in progress, and constituting agreateir 
portion of the public works originally contemplated, within 
the period of two yeara. This is an object of.so much im- 
portance to the people of Pennsylvania, that the board truM, 
with a good degree of confidence, that their viewa will be ap- 
proved by the Legislature. When it is once eflfected, we 
shall have reached a point that has been long looked to with 
the deepest interest A point when the utility and productive- 
ncss of om* public improvements, will be fairly put to the test, 
and the wisdom and sound policy of undertaking them be 
clearly settled. Notwithstanding the disarrangements in the 
currency and buainessof the countiy, the board Jo not heidtate 
to express the opinion that the canals and railroads of this 
Commonwealth will prove themselves a valuable investment 
of the public money, and the main pillar on which must rest 
the future greatness and prosperity of Pennsylvania. 

JAMES CLARKE, ^ 

flDW.B. HVBLEY S Canal Cfnmiiti^nen, 
WM.F. PACKER, 3 



Ptmctvalitif.'^The 8t Louis Republican of the 16th inet. 
says : An incident occurred in this city last wedc, which ax- 
hibits the punctuality and aolvcnt character of t a nirrchnita 
of St Louis. A number of notes from the east, amounting 
to several thouaands of dollars, wera detained on the way, 
during the recent mail auspensions, until after tha day upon 
which they fell due; consequently the andorsera were relieved 
from their liability. The notea reached the institution to 
which they were directed, on Saturday morning, and wera 
all paid that day. Considering the peculiar prcssuro imder 
which our merchants have been labouring, atuTthe great curw 
taifanant of their means by the Bank, nearly $oOO,0OJ ainte 
tfaa I2th of November laat, thi^ punctuality nhould say nnidi 
for then abroad. 
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EXPLORING BXPEDITIOX. 



[FeBIIVART, 



Exploring Expcdilion. 

The following Ls a copy of ft letter received at the Navy 
Department. 

U. 8. 8>iip Vr5CB:«!«i8, > 
Matftyia Bay, Sept. 15, 1639.5 

Sir — ^I have the honour to report my arrival at this anchor- 
ftge, after a panage of sixty days fi om Callao; having been 
employed in examining and surveying many of the islands 
to tbe nortliward and eastward ; and take leave to submit the 
following report of the operations of the Exploring Squadron, 
under my command, since my report dated Callao, on the 
1st of July last. 

We saued from Callao on the 1 3th of July, after complet- 
ing our supplies of stores and out-fits, having been much ex- 
P«]ited by the facilities and kind attentions of Captain 
M*Keever, in command of the United States ship Falmouth. 

We steered a westerly course through the trade wind, with 
fine weather. On our track we passed over the location as- 
signed to an island, as laid down on Arrowsmith^H chart, but 
saw nothing of it ; or any appearance of land in the vicinity. 

On our route, daily obseivalions were made of the deep sea 
temper..ture and dip. We made the island Clermont de Ton- 
iiin on the iSth of August, of which we completed a survey, 
and ascertained the longitude of its south-east point to be 
136 deg. 31 min 12 sec west, and latitude 18 deg. 32 min. 

49 souSi. 

From thence we proceeded to ^Serle Island, the distance 
from (Jiermont de Tonnin being 27 m'les. Here, again, we 
made a careful survey of tbe island ; finding its south-east 
point in longitude 137 deg. 4 min. lU sec west, and latitude 
18 deg. 31 min. 10 sec south. 

We saw nothing of Minerva Island. 

We then proceeded to the northward, toward the Disap- 
pointment group of Ryron, and in our way fell in with Hon- 
don Island (which was uninhabited) and found its south-east 
point in longitude 138 deg. 47 min. S6 sec, latitude 14 deg. 
65 min. 40 sec. south. 

From thence to Wyhite, one of the Disappointment group, 
the north-west point of which we found in 141 deg. 17 min. 
24 sec west longitude, and 1 1 deg. 10 min. 30 sec south 
latitude. We surveyed the island, and hid communication 
with the natives. From thence we steered to the second 
island, Otooho, and found the longitude of its centre to be 
141 deg. 29 min. 50 sec. west, and latitude 14 deg. 3 min. 

50 sec. south. After which we again steered to the south- 
ward for Ranka, laying to at night, owing to the dangerous 
navigation ; and on the 30th of August we made an island 
to the northward of Rarika, not laid down on any chart, 
which I named King's Island, from the name of one of the 
crew of this ship, who first dlsoovered it from aloft. We 
made a survey of it, and found the longitude of its centre to 
be 144 deg. 37 min. 45 sec west, snd latitude 15 deg. 44 
min. 10 sec. south. We landed, but could find no inhabi- 
tants, although there were appearances of the pearl fisheiy 
having been carried on by the natives. 

From thence we visited Rarika. and made a sur^'ey of it ; 
the longitude of the entrance to its lagoon is 144 deg. 57 
min. 52 sec west, latitude 1 6 deg. 5 min 30 sec south. — 
We landed, and foofnd the natives very friendlv. We took 
on board an Englishman from this island, who had been 
left by a vessel engaged in the pearl fisheiy some time pre- 
vious. 

To the westward, and in sight of Rarika, we discovered 
another large island which' is not laid dovm on any chart, 
wfaidi I named Vinoennes Island, after this ship ; its south- 
west pdnt ism longitude 145 deg. 12 min. west, and in 
latttnde 1 6 deg. 39 sec south : north-west point in longitude 
145 deg. 18 min. latitude 15 deg. 52 min. 40 sec 

From ihence we made Carls-Hoflf, 28 miles to the west- 
ward, and in longitude 145 deg. 38 min. 36 sec. latitude 16 
deg. 36 min. south, which, finding erroneously laid down, 
we surveyed. 

From thence we made King George's Ghroop. and searched 
fiar Uie two islands to the westward o^ them which have hith- 
erto been constdered doubtftil, and were supposed to b»^e 
Watnland of Le Maire, The norUiem ialuid> WiIbqii or 



Waterland, is in longitude 146 deg. 5 min. 57 sec, htitude 
14 deg. 26 min. west; these we surveyed, and having ascer- 
tained the existence of two isUnds, I named the second one 
Peacock Island, as that ship first made the signal of having 
dtecovered it ; its longitude is 146 deg. 35 min. S7 sec. lati- 
tude 14 deg. 34 min. Here I had an opportunity of obseiv- 
ing the eclipse of the sun. 

The squadron then separated ; the Peacock passed to tbe 
Rurick chain of islands, and along the south side of Prince 
of Wales Island, the Vincennes Uking the north side, tKe 
Porpoise and Flying Fiish having been ordered to make in- 
vestigations of islands in that vicinity. 

These islands have been carefully examined on all side^^ 
which has resulted in detecting many errora of the charts, 
and of former determinations. 

From thence we proceeded to Matea laland, which we 
surveyed ; and from thence direct to this anchorage. 

The explorations and surveys were made in the boats and 
vessels, frequently running with the vessels within a quarter 
of a mile of the shore and coral reefs ; and I am happy to In- 
form you that, notwithstanding the dangerous navigation 
among these islands, we have escaped without accident, and 
I flatter myself that I have carried into eflTcct most folly all 
that part of your instructions referred to in tbe notes of Ad- 
miral Krusenstiern, which were attached and formed a part 
of them. 

No opportunity has been omitted to land upon the islands, 
and establish a friendly intercourse with the natives, and to 
make all possible obser^'ations and collections in thedifierent 
departments, all of which will be disposed of agreeably to 
your instructions. 

On my arrival here, I was gratified to find that by the ob- 
servations had at point Vcners, I found my chronometers in 
error only I min. and 3 sec. with the longitude of that point. 

I shall remain here a few days to com|))ete our observa- 
tions, and procure a supply of wood, water, fresh proviaiona 
and vegetables for the crew, and proceed to carry out yoar 
further instructions with despatch. I have tbe honour to 
be, dec, CHARLES WILKES, 

Commanding Exploring Expedition. 
Hon. J. K. PiuLmTto, Secretary of the Navy. 



The following memorial of the Philadelphia Boasd of 
Trade was presented in the Senate on the 6tl) instant ; 

7*0 the Senate and Uoiite of RepreteMativei o/ the State 

of Penney hania. 

The Memorial of the Philadelphia Board of Trade respect 
fully sbovreth : That your memorialists have watched with 
deep anxiety the progress of the bill for the resumption of 
specie payments by the Banks, which has passed the House 
of Representatives,«and is now pending before tbe Senate. — 
The nnal passage of which, in its present shape, would, in 
the solemn apprehension of your memorialists, prove so dis- 
astrous in its consequences, that they call upon you as the 
conservators of the public weal, to save us all from the threat- 
ened calamity. 

That your memorialists have no desire to constnne your 
time by urging on your attention all the oljections which 
naturally present themselves against the provisions of that 
bill ; but trust that they may be permitted simply to say that 
the trade of Pennsylvania depends greatly for its support on 
the valley of the Mississippi; that, in the prosecution of &at 
trade, our merehants unavoidably become largely indebted to 
the raanufacturera of the Eastern States, and to others, and 
are at present so indebted to an amount which, under exist- 
ing cireumstances, it would be impossible to extinguish by 
specie payments. That time must be allowed for .remit- 
tances to come fit>m the west, and for specie to anive from 
abroad in payment of the flour and grain now shipping to 
Europe. 

That the habits of the country, and the principles of eom- 
meroe, have beoona so interwoven with our banking inatitii- 
tions, that to force these inititutions to a premature reeunip- 
tton of specie payments, would be to ruin them, and with 
them, the credit and prosperity of the coromonwealtb. 

Y^fir iiemorial&Bto do therefore most ^rnestly «|iai your 
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bonourable bodies not (o pan the biU now before yen, but to 
allow the Banki such reaaonaUe time to recover their btreng^h ' 
before compelling them to resomc specie payments, as will 
save them, save ourselves, save our manufacturers, our me^ 
chanics axid labourers and the State itself from one common 



Others fall due and aie rrdeemable in the rat of 
March, April, and May, estimated at 1,160,000 

$2,850,000 



rum. 



By order of the Hoard, 

Thomas P. Cupk, President 
RuBK.aT To LAX I', Vice President 
R. Pattbnso?;, Vice President. 
T. W. Rock HILL, Treasurer. 
C. G. Chiliis, Secretary of Board. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 1840. 



TaicAsriiT DsrAKTMRirT,? 
Febr^tary 15, 1840. > 

Sir: — T\iit duty intrusted to tliis department, of supervising 
the eiecution of such laws as are connected with the fiscal 
operatioDs of the Government induces me to make you the 
fwllowing communication : 

In the annual report on the finances, submitted to Congress 
near the commencement of its present session, I had the 
honour to state, in substance, that if the new appropriations 
should not exceed in amouut tlic ebtimates then oflcrcd, and 
if the indebted banks should meet their obligations with 
punctuality, the receipts for the whole year would probably 
equal the expenditures. After the lapse of nearly three 
months, those views remain unchanged, except so far as sub- 
sequent events, heretofore communicated to you and to Con- 
gress, may, in some degree, aflect them. But whether those 
events, viz : new constructions of the tariflflaws by the courts, 
and increased embarrassments of business, in consequence 
of the suspension of specie payments by the banks, continuing 
over a large part of the United States, will reduce the reve- 
nue so much as to render new means on those accounts in^ 
dispensable, cannot yet be decided with certainty ; but it may 
be ascertained before Congress adjourns, and can then, if 
necesMiy, bo suitably provided for. See fage 17. 

It was also stated in the annual report, that the uncertainty 
of receiving prompt payment from the banks, and the ccn- 
▼enience of having a larger balance on band in the Treasury 
than was likely to exist, as well as the fact that the greatest 
debts due from the banks were not payable until the last half 
of the year, while the largest expenditures were charged on 
the first half of it, and particularly on the month of March, 
roquired some adequate provision of means to meet those 
contingencies and inequalitiea, and rendered the ^ earliest at- 
tention to new legislation on this subject" " highly prudent, 
if not indisponsable, for the effectual security of the public 
credit*' 

The prompt adoption of aome such precautionaiy measure 
was further urged, on general grounds ofexpediency, connder- 
ing the existing embarrassments of the countiy, the suspension 
of specie payments by ma^y of the banks, and the fluctua- 
tions and uncertainties to which our receipts and expenditures 
were, from various causes then enumerated, constantly ex- 
posed. The experience and ooeunenoea during near one- 
fourth of a year, which has since elapsed, have strengthened 
the impresnon then entertained on this point ; and in official 
eommnnicationfl since made to the appropriate committees of 
Congiess and yourself, I took the liberty to repeat my convic- 
tion of the continued urgency and importance of the measure 
previously recommended in relation to it B ut no action having 
yet taken place concerning the subject, though the period U 
near at hand when the due maintenance of the public credit 
worn most imperatively to require it, I shall proceed to state 
with more minuteness than heretofore, some of the circum- 
•tanoes which make such a provinon so essential at the present 
moment Early as the 6th and 7th of March, a veiy large 
amount of pensions and Treasury notes beeome due, hi addi- 
tion to other and ordinary demands. They will exceed, in die 
aggregate, two and a quarter milliona of dollars ; and ion the 
payment of which, funds are yet to be advpnoed by the Trea- 

fory, to the amount of about |l,4fi0,000 

On Uie 13th of March more Treasury notes fall 

' due, not yet redeemed^ computed at , .360,000 



These constitute an aggregate of burdens but little short of 
three millions, beside other payments for ordinary objects. 

The estimates of all the receipts and all the expenditures, 
for these and other objects during that period, with the avail* 
able balance of money now on hand in the Treasury, are de- 
tailed in the statement annexed, marked A. 

From these particulars it will be seen, that, in order to be 
able to discharge all anticipat' d claims punctually, and retain 
on hand the appropriate balance of about two millions for 
common purposes, a provision of means is expedient to the 
extent of four and three-fourths millions of dollars, subject to 
be used in whole or in part, as may be found necessaty to 
meet the public exigencies under all the uncertainties to 
which our financial operations are liable. 

At this late day, a power to issue Treasury notes, instead 
of those heretofore or herea^'ter retieemed, or to muke a tem- 
porary loan to (hat extent, subject to be redeemed after sixty 
or ninety days* notice, seems the best and, in fact, the only 
effectual method of providing such means, until the receipts 
in the last half of the year, or subsequently, may enable the 
departrsent to cxtinguich s^y dcM incuizrd, 

An increase of tlM tariff or a recall of depositee from the 
States, would be loo slow in their (»p^raliotu for obtaining 
adequate funds seasonably, as some of them will be needed 
within two or three weeks. 

To confer an efficient power to f rocure nereasaiy mean^ 
would make no addition to the public burdens, but merely aid 
the Executive branch of the Government to execute thelaws 
with fidelity, by discharging apprepriaiions already imposed 
by Congress ; and to the prompt payment of which the^b- 
lic faith has been solemnly pledged. The propriety of dobg 
it therefore seems too obvious to require further comment 

Having submitted these views, in addition to those hereto- 
fore presented on the same subject this department excqH 
under new authority from Congress, can accomplish nothing 
more than to continue to meet the public engagements, to 
such an extent as may be practicable, however imperfectly, 
under the existing laws and the means already at its duh 
posaL 

Respectfully, 

LEVI WOODBURF, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

To the Presklent of the United States. 

STATEMrVT 1. 

Money in the Treasury 1 0th Februaiy, 1840, available for 
general purposes, computed to be about $l,7CO,0t0, but at 
the end ii the month it will probably, be reduced 

to $1,300,0OJ 

Not over two-thirtfs of this will be situated 
on the seaboard, and convenient for use to pay 
pensions and redeem Treasury notes. ^ 

Peccipts, 

In March, April, and May, from customs and 
Unda, estimated at « 8,600,000 

Reoeipta from banks in thoae months, indebted 
in 1837, as depositories, estimated at S00,003 

Now, and before the 1st of June, computed ag- 
gregate means 6^00,000 



ExpenditureM, 

Expenditurea for penflooa nquired by 6tb 
March, as estimated fay the War DepaitiBient, 
at #1,760,000 ; of which will then be needed, 
besidea what has been recently advanced 
about #900,000 

Treasttiy notea fidling doe by March 7th, not 
yet redeemed 650,000 

Treasury nutes tailing due by Mardi 13th, not 

yet rweemed. . . , S60,000 
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Treasuiy notes falling due in the reet of March, 

April and May, and others then redeemable. 1,150,000 

Onlinary expenditures in March, April, and 
May, cot of appropriations alrrafty made, 
and new on<» which are expected to pass^ 
and Hre required to carry into eflect existing 
laws, for ordinary objects, before Ut June, 
estimated at 4,500,(0'J 

Least balance usually proper to have on hand, 

at various points, near as well as remo'e. . . . 2,00 J,0D0 

Add for the Ist of June, to meet what is imme- 
diately due under the many new approptia- 
tians passed near the close of the session . . . 590,000 

9,85 >,000 
Deduct the computed means 5,100,000 

Amount of additional means appearing expe- 

dent now and before the Ut of June 4,750/ 00 

Conformably with a resolution of the House of Represent- 
atives of this State, I Tth January, inquiries were made of the 
•avend banks regarding certain facta— to which, 52 have re- 
lied — we have not room for the statements of each bank, 
but present the following summary. 



COMMUNICATION. 

Auiiit'or Gkhsral's Offick, 
Uarrisburg, Feb. 7, 1840. 
Hon. William Hopkixs, 

Speaker* nf the Httute of Repmentaitven, 



\ 



Rhode Island, 

Connecticut, 

New York, - 

New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, - 

District of Columbia, 

Virginia, 

North Carolina; - 

South Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Ohio, 

Kentucky, 

1 eBDeasee, * 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Alabama, 

Missouri, 

Missisttppi, 

Louisiana, - 



The Atbifity holding Sipch are: 

]**fiS^8, • • • • 

Marquises, . • - 

Counta and Countesses, • 
Lords, ... 
Knights, Barons and Baronets, - 



1,133 



2 

8 

2 



Statement of the amount of Five, Ten and Twenty Dol- 
lar Notes, of the Bank of the United States in circulation on 
the first of January, 1840 ; furnished in compliance with a 



Statement of the Stock of the Bank of the United States of requisition of the Auditor General of the Commonwealth of 
Penniyl^wiia, January 1, 1840 — in accordance with the Pennsylvania, dated January 21st, 1840. 



requisition of the Auditor General, 2 !st January, 1840. 

No. of persons holding ^tock to the am't of 5 shares 
and under. 



t( 



<i 



M 



H 



«( 



U 



« 



M 



10 

:^o 

50 
100 
530 
over 510 



u 
•I 
i< 
«< 



M 

«t 
u 

M 
U 
It 



Par value of the Stock $100 per thare. 

The number of shares held by 

Females, .... 
Executors and Gqardians, 
Tmsleea, - - . - 

Benevolent Institutions, • - . 



Five Dollar Notes issued under the 8th scc-'l 
tion of the Improvement Act, passed July > $20,000 00 
864 19, 1859, 3 

661 Ten Dollar Notes, - - - |l,83t,t 10 00 

732 i Twenty Dollar Notes, - - - 1,188,880 00 

994] — 

58 J I Statement of the amount of Five, Ten and Twcntjr Dol- 
614 lar Notes of the Bank of the United States in circulation on 
go the first of April, 1 SoO ; furnished in compliance with a re* 
quisition of the Auditor General of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsyh'ania, dated January 21, 1840. 
Five dollar Notes, - 
- 29 876 '^^^ Dollar Notes, 
4!256 ' "^^^^ Dollar Notes, 



none. 
#2,136,000 00 
1,040/KlO 00 



16,248 
1,768 



Number of Stochholden in Europe and eUevhere 
excepting United Statee, 



Great Britain and Ireland, 

France, • • - 

Spain, 

Portugal, 

Germany, - • 

Holland, 

Belgium, 

Pruasit, 

Denmark, - • 

Switzerland, 

West Indies, 

East Indiea, 

Sooth America; 

Mexico, • > • 

Nova Sootla, 



1,185 

86 

59 

6 

10 

26 

1 

1 

2 

4 

62 

1 

2 

3 

9 



Ba!VK or TBI UvilfD SVATKS, 

January 3Cth, 1840. 

A. LARDNER, 

Acting Cashier* 

S^noptit of the other Pennoylvania Bank Beporie. 
Amount of $5 in circulation lat April, 1839, . . .$1,783,215 



M 
U 
it 
U 



U 



5 

10 
10 
20 
20 



•< 

a 
u 

€€ 



January, 1840, . 1,175,535 

April, 1839,.... 1,816,250 

January, 1840,. 1,660,161 

April, 18S9, .. . 1,379,140 

January, 1840,. 776/40 



1,390 



jyVuftfter of Seotkhofdero in the United Stalee, 

Maine, - - - •16 

New Hattpabire, • - 23 

Vermont, • • • • 4 

Massac hnartt^ • 106 



Number of Stockholders, 

Number holding 5 ahans and under, 

" 10 « 

•« 20 ** 

•* SO ** 

•* 100 " 

«* 5C0 " 

Over 500 " 

Number of shaica heU by Females, 39,860 

« *' Executors, 10,95$ 

« « Guardians, 5.541 

«« *• Truateea, 10,186 

Offiers of Bancvolent Inacttiitioni^ 1,685 

Title of NohiU^ I 

fFor Afire iibntar aeooont aea n«xt number.] 



13,548 
3«42S 
2,905 
W3l 
3,647 
1,408 
933 
52 
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REPORT 

Ot the Joint Board of Directors, to the Stockholders of the 
Delaware and Raritan Canal, and Camden and AmLoy 
Railroad and Transportation Companies, on the completion 
of their works. 

The works of the Delaware and Raritan Canal and Cam- 
den and Amboy Railroad and tranepoftation companies, are 
all completed in the best manner, and the hnivy expenditares 
constantly accruing during the progrtes of their constrtiction, 
are now at an end, apon which auspicious events, the direct 
tors ofler their hearty congratulations to the stockholders. 

A detailed statement of the property, owned by the com- 
panies, of all moneys received and payments made on account 
of the same, with the books of entries, authenticated by 
Touchers for the smallest sums expended, are herewith suh- 
mitted for your inspection. 

The management of your affairs, either good or bad as 
you may this day determine, devolves upon the present 
Board of Dioectonu They have superintended them from 
the commencement to the present moment, and they wel- 
come you most cordially to this examination, and hope for 
their credit, as well as your own and the public satisfaction, 
that you will give to it the character of a most thorough and 
rigid scrutiny. 

The accompanying statements will so clearly show the 
value of your canal and railroads, and the unexampled pros- 
perity of the companies, that the directors feel it necessary 
to make some apology for indulging themselves in a single 
remark on the subject, and hope to find their excuse in the 
pnde they feet in having directed these works, from their be- 
ginning to their final and triumphant completion. Formerly 
the passage between Philadelphia and New York occupied 
ftom eleven to twenty hours, and was performed with great 
personal discomfort, and no small hazard of limb and life. — 
Merchandise was transported from city to city at great ex- 
pense of insurance as well as of freight, and subject to all the 
difiiculties, uncertainties, and dangers of a coasting voyage. 
Mow passengers are carried from city to city, during the 
most inolement seasons, in from six to seven hours, and with 
neariy the same comfort as they enjoy at their own fireeideii. 
Merchandise is transported in less time, with less expense, 
and with an entire saving of the insurance. 

They congratulate you on the immense public good that 
yon have done. You have, at a less cost than other works 
of like magnitude, finished the greatest and most valuable 
part of a system of internal improvement ; you have com- 
pleted for your country the most important link in the chain 
of communication between the northern and southern sec- 
tions of die United States, which will afford to the General 
Government the means of transporting their troops, and all 
the munitions of war, as well as the mails, in much less than 
half the time heretofore occupied, and at prices, which in 
comparison with like transportation during the last war, will 
save many millions of dollars to the public treasuiy. You 
have been mainly instrumental in bringing New York and 
Philadelphia in close proximity ; in increasing the intercourse 
between these dties, from fifiy-two thousand to one hundred 
and eighty-one thousand five hundred persons a year, and in 
reducing and equalizing the price of travelling, and also of 
fuel in New York and in the Bastem states. But while you 
have had such high aims for the general good, you have 
nevertheless regaled the interests of New Jersey as the 
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* chiefest thing f nor have you in our judgment miscalculated 
those interests. 

You have constructed for tirty-Jlve miles, through the 
heart of New Jersey, the iiissf spacious canal, which adds 
year after year, thousands to the value of her agricultnial 
interests, while it carries with it wealth and happiness to her 
citizens generally, and which may be referred to as a lasting 
monument of the sagacity of New Jersey statesmen, and of 
your patriotism and munificence. 

Besides making this expensive canal for them, you now 
furnish to the State of New Jersey an annual sum suflSciant 
to pay the expenses of the State Government ; and which 
will no doubt increase, so as to enable her to hiy by the means 
to purchase all your works at the expiration of the lease, 
which you hold under her. 

jt is a matter of especial congratulation, that these gratify- 
ing results to the public have been obtained under the protec- 
tion and patronage of various legislatures, without distinction 
of party, and without any infringement of private righti^ and 
may well stir up the pride of Jerseymen, when they look 
around and see the mortification add embarrassments^ which 
have followed other systems of improvement adopted by diA 
fercnt states of the Union. We therefore most earnestlv 
congratulate you upon these public benefits, which through 
you have been Achieved. 

We now proceed to say a word or two in relation to the 
value of your property, and the tfenCire by which you hold 
it Although you have paid for it, and New Jersey has not 
advanced or even loaned one dollar towards it, still the fee is 
in her, not in you. You are the lessee for a term of years 
only, and the state can, aiVer re-imbursing you, dissolve the 
corporations : the railroad at the expiration of thirty yean 
firom and af\er its completion ; and the canal at the expira- 
tion of fiAy years from and aAer its completion. The rela- 
tion that exists between you and the state, is simply that of 
landlord and tenant, with leave to improve, under limitations 
and restrictions, dictated by the state, on full advisement ac- 
cepted by you and ratified year after year by different legis- 
latures, with all the solemnities of constitutional enactments 
and plighted faith ; and it is with high emotions of Btata 
pride that we thus publicly bear witness, that amidst all the 
taunts and reproaches heaped indiscriminately upon corpo- 
rations ; amidst the most earnest and plausible supplieationfl 
of intriguing and designing men ; amidst the most extrava- 
gant offera of remuneration, New Jersey, her people, and her 
legislators have stood firm to their own laws, and have inva- 
riably treated with contempt all efforts made to seduoe her 
from her honour or her obligations towards you ; and you 
may rely upon it that she never will allow yon to be dis- 
turbed in the enjoyment of your corporate rights, especislly 
as it has been your pride and constant endeavour to observe^ 
on yuur part, the obligations you are under to the states— 
And why should she ? It is alike her interest, as well as 
her duty and wish to maintain inviolate -her contract with 
you. She has leased for a valuable consideration, the rights 
you possess by your corporations, for the periods belbre spe-. 
cified. And what is thirty or fifty years in the tifetimo of 
an empire ? Scarcely time enough to give a fair opportunity 
to determine whether your untried and adventurous experi- 
ment would succeed. The state is satisfied with the lease ; 
she gives notliing, and gains every thing : she has ftirnislied 
to her own citizens and tlie public, a cominnmnication as 
cheap, safe and expeditious as any in the country. Not onlv 



146 



REPORT OF THE DELAWARE AND RARITAN CANAL, 



[llAfkCV, 



have these important worbi been flecured, bat the compa- 
nies liy their contract are restricted to the sum of three dol- 
lars for the transportation of passengers from city to city. If j from Jan. 
there is truth in experience and figures, you ought likewise 
to be satisfied, your property, after a careful examination, is 
thought to be worth more than you have paid for it, if judged 
by the cost of other works of like kind here or abroad. The 
works have been constructed with rigid economy, having a 
proper regard to their durability, and will compare advanta- 
geously with any other, either in this country or elsewhere. 
A distinguished engineer from England has recently exam- 
ined them with attention, and has pronounced this opinion. 
The great object with the directors ha^ been to preserve 
your capital unimpaired ; and so to construclrthe works as to 
keep them as far as possible from deterioration, and up to 
this time they are as good as the day they were first uiaed. 
They have become settled and firm. Your capital, there- 
fore, is not only quite safe, but has been improved. 
We will now inquire how profitably it has been invested. 

The receipts for the last six months show a profit of seven 
per centum, which, considering the depression of all kinds of 
business, is in itself enough to satisfy you as to the value of 
the investment. But to make *' atisurance doubly sure/' let 
us look through the accounts for years past, and ascertain 
whether these receipts have been the effect of sudden and 
unexpected good fortune, or the quiet and natural result of 
a regular increasing business. It will be seen that there 
has been, from the commencement up to the present time, a 
regular and progressive increase of nett profits, as will appear 
from the following tabular statements, which have been taken 
from the books of the company by the committee, and may 
be relied upon as the true result of the several designated 
years: 



No. 1. 


No. 4. 


No,S.^ No. 6. |Na 7J 


From Jan. 1 to 










Dec 31, 1833 


287,091 90 


61i 


181,050 60 


38i 


- 1834 


313,261 60 


67 


233,732 87 


60 


" 1835 


317,491 76 


69 


361,971 87 


77 


" 1836 


363,344 90 


78 


407,27^ 38 


m 


« 1837 


359,510 44 


77 


372,484 80 


79i 


« 1838 


356,249 10 


76 


399,740 79 


85} 


" 1839 


268,043 48 


65 


427,286 28 


9U 



•^n annual atatement, ahowing the number of pataeiiffera 
and tons of merchandise transported across the state 
over the Camden and Jmboy Railroad, 

Columns A A show the relative increase or diminution, of 
the number of passengers and tons of merchandise trans- 
ported across the state. The year 1833 being estimated 
at a hundred. 





Numbei of 


A 


Weight of 


A 




Passengers. 


Mdze. 


From Jan. 1 to 










Dec. 31, 1833 


109,908 


100 


6,043 


100 


" 1834 


] 05,4 18 


95} 


8,397 


139 


« 1835 


147,424 


134 


10,811 


178} 


•• 1836 


163,731 


149 


12,508 


207 


** 1837 


145,461 


132} 


10,642 


176 


" 1838 


164,520 


149J 


11,765 


194} 


«• 1839 


181,479 


165 


13,520 


223J 



Yearly statement of receipts and comparative statement of 

the same. 

No. 1 date. No. 2, gross amount of receipts. No. 3, com- 
parative statement, showing the relative proportion that 
the receipts of the difibrent years bear to the receipts of the 
year 1 833. No. 4, gross expenditures. No. 6, ^ows the 
relative proportion that the expenditures bear to the re- 
ceipts of the year 1833. No. 6, nett gain. No. 7 shows 
the relative proportion of the nett gain to the receipts of 
the year 1833. 



No. !. 




No. 2. 


No. 3. 


From January 


1 to' 






December 31 


, 1833 


$468,143 50 


100 


M 


1834 


516,903 64 


117 


It 


1835; 


679,463 68 
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tl 


1836 


770,621 28 


166} 


M 


18371 


731,995 24 


156} 


4f 


1838 


754,989 89 


161^ 


it 


1839 


685,329 76 
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From this itatement it appears that there ha^ bfen an an- 
nual increase of the nett profits of the companies of 20 per 
cent 

From the derangement of the monetary affiurs of the conn- 
try, and the stagnation- of business for several yean past, it 
will be at least fair to judge of the future prospects of the 
companies by the past. (Supposing then there should be no 
greater increase for the next seven years, the nett profits will 
be in seven years from this time one niilhon and forty-two 
thousand dollars ; from which, deducting the interests en the 
loans, viz : one hundred and ninety thousand dollars, will 
leave the sum of eight hundred and fifty-two thousand dol- 
lars, or a dividend of upwards of 28 per cent per annum. 

It would make this report too long to enter into all the par- 
ticulars that might be stated, fully to illustrate the causes of 
such a constantly increasing business. The following may 
serve to give you some idea of it, and of the progressive value 
of the investment Two years since, at the request of some 
market people in New Jersey, a line called the Pea line, with 
two cars, was occasionally started firom Camden to N. Yoik, 
with no other view or expectation than the accommodation 
of a very useful and respectable class of men. This line has 
steadily increased, until it has become profitable beyond all 
expectation. During the past year, it has been running dai- 
ly, sometimes taking with it as many as sixteen cars, laden 
at the appropriate season with peas, peaches, potatoes, aspar- 
agus, cabbages, live stock, and upon one occasion (as incred- 
ible as it may lieem) thirty tons of green corn. This con- 
nected with the gradual increase on the other lines, will 
enable you to judge, what you may fairly expect in a tew 
years hence ; always bearing in mind, that the expenses do 
not increase in the same ratio with the receipts, because the 
same capital can do a larger business, whilst the interest to 
be paid remains the same. 

The business of the canal is now beginning to increase, 
and has received a new impetus firom the arrangement last 
year made, to take the Schuylkill coal through it For this 
purpose the companies have deemed it advisable to a<Ivance, 
on good security, for the construction of boats, and for de- 
veloping the resources of the canal, the sum of one hundred 
and seventeen thousand dollars. The experiment has been 
eminently successftil and many individuals, stimulated and 
encouraged by the success of those, who under the auspices 
of the companies, have embarked in this business, have turned 
their attention to it, and a lai^ number of boots are now 
being prepared with decks, for the purpose of transportinf 
coal, without transhipment, from the coal region in Schuyl- 
kill county, to New York. When these arrangements are 
finally completed, and the Philadelphia and Reading railroad 
is finished to the Delaware river, there is but little doubt that 
the canal will greatly increase the dividends. Add to all 
this, the increasing travelling of a growing country, which 
since the commencement of the railroad has been eleven per 
cent per annum, and the revival of business, and you may 
approximate to the real value of your investment Foroui^ 
selves, we hesitate not to say to you that in our opinion, it 
is the safest and most profitable investment of money we 
know of, which opinion we now put on record, to be tested 
by experience. In conclusion, we notice, that, whilst the 
cost of the works is six millions sixty-four thousand nine 
hundred and fifty-three doUan and forty-two cents, we divide 
only on twenty-nine thousand aharas, or two millions nine 
hundred thousand dollars, the balanos having been bonrowed 
at an average interest of six per cent : which loan, forming 
a pert of the cost of the works, will be paid by the State of 
New Jemy, at the expiration of the charter, as part of the 
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coniideration money, if she elects to take the works, and 
which loan, there is no doubt, can at that time be liquidated 
by the receipts of the road for three years. 

Although we cannot attempt to name all the individuals 
from whom we have obtained advice and assistance during 
the progress of our labours, still we may not overlook the im* 
portant and invaluable aid we have received firom one of the 
directors, (now absent,) Mr. John Potter, of New Jersey, 
formerly of South Carolina. To his enterprise, firmness, 
and public spirit, are the public, as well as ourselves, more 
indebted, perhaps, than to any olhez individual, for the suc- 
cessful issue of your afiaira. 

The directors and officers of these companies have devoted 
themselves to your concerns for ten years past; and although 
they have not thought it necessary or expedient heretofore, 
during the progress of the works, to trouble you with the de- 
tails of their business, or to indulge idle curiosity, by constant 
inspection of their books, they do now, as a proper return for 
yoor unwavering confidence in them, lay Iwfore you every- 
thing, from a snow plough to a steamboat. 

The accuracy with which the accounts end books of the 
companies, have been kept, by Mr. Edwin A Stevens, Mr. 
John R. Thomson, and Mr. James Neilson, is manifest from 
the fact, that upwards of eleven millions of dollars have passed 
through their hands, and their accounts, after a full exami- 
nation, balance to a dollar. 

In conclusion, the directors would state, that the arrange- 
ment made in June, 1836, with the Philadelphia and Trenton 
raifaxMul company, by which the receipts of the companies 
were amalgamated, so as to divide on the shares of the com- 
panies, shaie and i^are alike, and to equalize the dividends, 
has been attended with the most beneficial results. Whilst 
it has placed the stock of a company, in an adjoining state, 
upon an equality with your own, it has added much to your 
racceas and prosperity. 

JAMES PARKER, 
Chairman of the Joint Board. 
G. D. Wall, 
Benjamin Fish, 
Jas. S, Green, 
John W: Mickle, 
James Neilion, 
John R. Thomson, 
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R. F. Stockton, 
Robert L. Stevens, 
Abraham Brown, 
John C. Stevens, 
Wm. M'Knight, 
Jos. Kaighn, 
E. A. Stevens, 



Boidentown, N. J., Jan. 28, 1840, 

ABSTRACT 

Of the cot/ of the Delaware and Raritan canaL 

Canal sections, embankments, excavations. 

Waste weirs, dtc., ^1,854,373 60 



Locks, 

Culverts, 

Bridges, 

Fences, 

Pier and harbour at New Brunswick,. . . . 

Wharfing, 

Dredging machine and dredging at Bor- 
dentown. Bull's Islands, and improving 
Raritan river, in Motion to the sums 
recMved on this account from the United 
States,... 

Timber, 

Cement, 

Real estate, 

Damages, 

Engineer Department, 

Legal expenses, 

Office expenses, 

Contingent expenses, 

Salaries to the time of completion, 

Barges, 

Smitb-abop, 

Interest to the time of completion 

Towing asttbliahment, horses, harness, 
dct., 

Loan SixpoiseB, first English loan,. , 



28!S,256 28 

160,853 63 

88,971 82 

26,387 04 

22,016 60 

8,379 99 



26,841 88 

132,509 69 

93,240 46 

271,000 66 

33,989 80 

84,496 19 

16,299 91 

1,663 14 

36,573 42 

88,626 35 

319 23 

1,427 77 

100,629 07 

9,876 89 
16,490 001 



Railroad on Heath Cote and Lawrence 

Brook, 

Railroad Iron, balance, 

Due by contractors,. 



*17;372 94 
3,936 05 
1,506 77 

$2,829,797 36 



JoBx R. Tboksov, Secretary. 

Summary ^f cott of the Camden and jimboy Hailroad, 
branch road and appendageo, 

$379,721 76 

94,294 77 

55,644 65 

48,965 05 

32,384 90 

121,153 65 

37,314 14 

1,058 20 

371,769 68 

17,112 91 

26,858 22 

4,570 71 

5,482 86 

6,701 51 

14,768 36 

10,067 08 

78,459 87 

103,372 64 

617,907 62 

22,223 44 

27,993 14 

111,524 73 

156,346 46 

140,743 88 

26 232 61 

123,840 67 

10,372 08 

13,447 70 

1,679 32 

104,242 64 

7,310 67 

420,163 Sr 

8,543 04 

1,832 28 

36,170 60 

2.246 35 

6,352 61 

36 89 

46,569 54 

3,457 59 

209 09. 

75 12 

35,000 00 



Grading, • 

Engineering, - 

Wharfing, 

Stock and tools, 

Incidental expenses, 

Timber, - • 

Stone, 

Office expenses, 

Real estate, 

Culverts, 

Salaries, - 

Damages, 

Carpenters, 

Legal expenses, 

Masonry, - 

Smitheiy, 

Bridges, - 

Broken stone, - 

Iron railsy 

Gravelling, 

Trenching, 

Stone blocks, - 

Laying rails, 

Cars, - • - 

Ditching, - 

Locomotives, • 

Iron, 

Loeust, 

Printing, - 

Interest, 

Wood rails, 

Steamboats, 

Property in trust to pay debts^ 

Canal passage barges, - 

Sleepers, - 

Fencing, 

Salting timber, 

Stable expenses, 

Phil. & Trenton Railroad, 

Stone rails, 

Taxes, 

Pine wood, 

Coal lands. 



Deduct credits, 



E 



$3,222,204 84 
1,347 87 

$3,220,857 01 
A. Stevxnb. 



Tonnage of the Dittrict ofJ^'eto Bedford-^The followmg 
table shows tne number of snips, brigs, schooners and sloops^ 
together with the amount of tonnage, belonging to the District 
of New Bedford, on the 80th of September, in each year: 



1822 
1833 
1833 
1834 
ia35 
1836 
18.37 
1838 
1889 



Ships, 

53 

164 
199 
194 
200 
217 
224 
225 
258 



Brigs, 

11 
33 

32 
24 
21 
17 
30 
27 
31 



Schra, 

48 
49 
60 
49 
47 
61 
54 
57 
46 



Sloops, 

124 
108 
103 
79 
94 
86 
50 
71 
72 



Total, 

286 
347 
384 
866 
362 
370 
388 
380 
388 



Tonnage. 

69.524 
76,656 
75,607 
75,207 
80,476 
83,884 
85,400 
89,277 



Mew Bedford Regioter, 



14S 



COMMEKCE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



[Maics," 



COIVEMEBCi: OF TH£ UlVITfiD ISTATES, 



Appended to the Report of the Secretary of the Trensuiy, which we have alieady pnbliahed on page 17. 
:^2fort9 of the United State$, commencing on the It/ of October, 1789, and ending en the 30fA September, 1838. 









EXPORTED FROM. 






Yean. 


Maine. 


New 
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Vermont 


Maissachu- 
setts. 


Rhode ( 
Island. 


[]?onnocticnt. 


New York. 


New Jersey. 
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1790 


• • • • 


a a a a 


a a a a 


m • 9 • 


a a a . 


9 » m » 


' a a a a 


• • • • 


1791 


• . . . 


$142,859 


.... 


$2,519,651 


$470,131 


$710,353 


$2,505,465 


$26,988 


1792 


• a • . 


181,413 


a a a a 


2.888,104 


698,109 


879,753 


2,535,790 


23,406 


1793 


• • •  


198,204 


a . • . 


3,755,347 


616,432 


770,256 . 


2,932,370 


64,179 


1794 


• • • • 


163,860 


a a a a 


5,292,441 


954,599 


612,765 


6,442,183 


68,154 


1795 


• • • • 


229,427 


a a a . 


7,117,907 


1,222,917 


819,465 


10,304,581 


130,814 


1796 


.... 


878,161 


a • a a 


9,949,345 


1,589,872 


1,452,793 


12,208,027 


69,227 


1797 


.... 


275,840 


a a a a 


7,502,047 


975,630 


814,506 


13,308,064 


18,161 


1798 


• • * • 


361,463 


. • * . 


8,639,262 


947,827 


763,128 


14,300,892 


61,877 


1799 


• • • • 


361,789 


$20,480 


11,421,691 


1,065,273 


1,143,818 


18,719,527 


9,722 


1800 


• • . . 


431,836 


57,041 


11,326,876 


1,322,945 


1,114,743 


14,045,079 


2,289 


1601 


. • • • 


655,066 


57,267 


14,870,556 


1,832,773 


1,446,216 


19,861,136 


26,406 


1802 


•••• • 


666,394 


31,479 


13,492,632 


2,433,363 


1,606,809 


13,792,276 


26,227 


1803 


. . a • 


494,620 


117,460 


8,768,566 


1,275,596 


1,248,671 


10,818,387 


21,311 


1804 


. • • . 


716,091 


191,726 


16,894,378 


1,736,671 


1,516,110 


16,081,281 


24,829 


1806 


• • • • 


608,408 


169,402 


19,435,657 


2,572,049 


1,443,727 


23,482,943 


20,743 


1806 


.... 


796,263 


193,775 


21,199,243 


2,091,836 


1,716,828 


21,762,845 


33,867 


1807 


 • • • 


680,022 


204,285 


20,112,125 


1,657,564 


1,624^727 


26,357,963 


41,186 


1808 


•  a . 


126,059 


108,772 


5,128,322 


242,034 


413,691 


5,606,068 


20,799 


1809 


« .  • 


286,506 


175,782 


12,142,293 


1,284,632 


666,513 


12,581,662 


319,175 


1810 


. • • . 


234,650 


432,631 


13,013,048 


1,331,576 


768,643 


17,242,330 


430,267 


1811 


a • . . 


368,863 


571,104 


11,235,466 


1,571,424 


1,032,354 


12,266,215 


1,871 


1812 


a a a • 


203,401 


138,647 


6,583,338 


755,137 


720,806 


8,961,922 


4,186 


1813 


a a . a 


29,996 


a a a a 


1,807,923 


236,802 


974,303 


8,186,494 


10,260 


1814 


a a a a 


37,387 


m • 9 9 


1,133,799 


472,434 


1,043,136 


209,670 


a a a a 


1816 


.... 


109,782 


161,002 


5,280,083 


561,183 


383,136 


10,675,373 


5,279 


1816 


• a a a 


140,293 


892,594 


10,136,439 


612,794 


693,806 


19,690,031 


9,746 


1817 


a a a a 


197,424 


913,201 


11,927,997 


950,467 


604,139 


18,707,433 


6,849 


1818 


a a a  


130,648 


240,069 


11,998,156 


1,027,291 


677,564 


17,872,261 


25,967 


1819 


• 9 • • 


157,919 


685,596 


11,399,913 


1,281.434 


438,534 


13,587,378 


1,474 


1820 


$1,108,031 


240,600 


396,869 


1 <,008,922 


1,072,762 


421,931 


13,163,244 


20,531 


1821 


1,040,848 


260,765 


263,330 


12,484,691 


996,828 


876,187 


13,162,917 


33,711 


1822 


1,036,642 


199,699 


257,694 


12,598,526 


862,363 


485^312 


17,100,482 


83,661 


1823 


895,501 


237,705 


236,140 


13,683,239 


933,114 


482,061 


19,038,990 


26,064 


1824 


900,195 


185,383 


208,258 


10,434,328 


872,899- 


675,852 


22,897,134 


28,989 


1825 


1,031,127 


198,680 


396,166 


11,432,987 


678,467 


689,270 


35,259,261 


47,213 


1826 


1,062,575 


167,075 


884,202 


10,098,862 


781,540 


708,893 


21,947,791 


37,965 


1827 


1,070,134 


177,398 


1,259,441 


10,424,383 


804,187 


590,275 


23,834,137 


25,627 


1828 


1,019,517 


124,433 


230,610 


9,025,785 


722,126 


621,645 


22,777,649 


1,892 


1829 


737,832 


105,740 


808,079 


8,254,937 


390,381 


457,970 


20,119,011 


8,022 


1830 


670,522 


96,184 


658,256 


7,213,194 


278,950 


389,511 


19,697,983 


8,324 


1831 


805,673 


111,222 


925,127 


7,733,763 


367,465 


482,883 


25,535,144 


11,430 


1832 


981,443 


1 [5,682 


349,820 


ll,99q,768 


534,459 


430,466 


26,000,945 


61,794 


1833 , 


1,019,831 


155,258 


377,399 


9,683,122 


485,481 


427,603 


25,395,117 


32,753 


1834 


834,167 


80,870 


334,372 


10,148,820 


501,626 


422,416 


25,612,014 


8,131 


1836 


1.069,367 


81.681 


328,151 


10,043,790 


296,003 


619,270 


30,345,264 


74,041 


1836 


860,986 


15,620 


188,166 


10.384,346 


228,420 


438,199 


28,920,438 


62,809 


1837 


966,962 


34,641 


138,693 


9,728,190 


488,258 


532,590 


27,2^419 


44,217 


1838 


935,532 


74,670 


132,660 


9,104,862 


291,257 


643,610 


23,008,471 


28,010 



(a) The largest exports from most of the northern states formerly cnn.«k$tp4 of foreign goods, lumber, fish, dec The 
exports from each state, for each year, from 1790 to 1810, distinguishing those of foreign origin, may be seen in statement 
I, Commerce and Navigation, page 926-^928. 
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TABLE CONTI.IKIJEO. 



«• 









EXPORTED FROM-oContiiraed. 






Ymm 


Penniylvuia. 


Dtliware. 


Maiyland. 


Diitrict of 


Virginia. 


North 


Soath 


Geoigia, 










Colambia. 




Carolina. 


Carolina. 




1790 


• • • • 


• • • • 


 • • • 


• • • • 


• • • • 


•••• •••■ 


... a 


1791 


$3,436,093 


$119379 


$2,239,691 


• • • • 


$3,130365 


$624348 $2393,268 


$491,260 


1799 


8320,662 


133372 


2,623,808 


• •  • 


3,662335 


527,900 


2,428,260 


469,106 


1793 


6,958386 


93,669 


3,666356 


V • • • 


2,987,098 


366,414 


3,191,867 


620,966 


1794 


6,643,092 


207385 


5,686,191 


• • • • 


3,321,636 


321,687 


3,867,908 


263,832 


1795 


11,618,260 


168,041 


631 1380 


• •  • 


3,480,041 


492,161 


6,998,492 


696,986 


1796 


17,613,866 


201,142 


9,201315 


• • • • 


6,268,666 


671,487 


7,620,049 


950,168 


1797 


11,446,291 


98,929 


9311f799 


• • • • 


4,908,713 


640301 


6,506,118 


644,307 


1798 


8,916,463 


183,727 


12,746,190 


• • • • 


6,113,461 


537310 


6,994,179 


961,848 


1799 


12,431,967 


297,065 


16,299309 


• • • • 


6392,986 


486391 


8,729,016 


1390,769 


1800 


11,949,679 


418,696 


12364331 


• •  • 


4,430,689 


769,799 


10363,510 


2,174,268 


1801 


17,438,193 


662,042 


12,767330 


$894,467 


6,665374 


874,884 


14,304,046 


1,766,989 


1802 


12,677,476 


440304 


7314325 


774,063 


3,978,363 


669,390 


10,639366 


1354,961 


1803 


7,626,710 


428,163 


5,078362 


1,444394 


6,100,708 


952314 


7311,108 


2370,876 


1804 


11,030,167 


697396 


9,151,939 


1,462,198 


5,790,001 


928,687 


7,461316 


2,077,572 


1806 


13,762,262 


358,383 


10359,480 


1,320,215 


6,606320 


779,903 


9366,625 


2394,846 


1806 


17,674,702 


500,106 


14,680305 


1,246,146 


6,066,396 


789306 


9,743,782 


82,764 


1807 


16364,744 


229,275 


14398,984 


1,446378 


4,761334 


745,162 


10312,664 


3,744,845 


1808 


4,013,330 


108,735 


2,721,106 


286317 


626,473 


117,129 


1,664,446 


24,626 


1809 


9,049,241 


138336 


6,627,326 


703,416 


2,894,125 


322,994 


3347,341 


1,082,108 


1810 


10,993398 


120,342 


6,489,018 


1,038,103 


4,822311 


403,949 


6390314 


2338,686 


1811 


9,660,117 


88,632 


6,833387 


2,063351 


4,822,307 


797,976 


436I379 


2,668366 


1812 


6,973,760 


29,744 


6386379 


1,606,409 


3,001,112 


489319 


2336,195 


1366,703 


1813 


3377,117 


133,432 


3,787365 


1,387,493 


1,819,722 


797,368 


2,968,484 


1,094395 


1814 


• • • • 


14314 


248,434 


2300 


17,581 


362,446 


737399 


2,183,121 


1816 


4393319 


106,102 


6,036,601 


1366,626 


6376376 


1313,942 


6,675,129 


4472319 


1816 


7,196,246 


66317 


7338,767 


1,68031 1 


8,212,860 


1328,736 


10349,409 


7311,929 


1817 


8,735,692 


44354 


8,933,930 


1,768368 


5,621,422 


966,580 


10372313 


8,790,714 


1818 


8,769,402 


31,626 


7,670,734 


1,403,461 


7,016,246 


948353 


11,440,962 


1M32,096 


1819 


6393,788 


29,828 


6,926316 


991351 


4392,391 


647,736 


8,250,790 


6310,434 


1820 


6,743,649 


89,493 


6309364 


1,204316 


4367357 


808319 


8382,940 


6394,623 


1821 


7391,767 


86,446 


3,860,394 


898,103 


3,079,209 


400,944 


7300,511 


6314,810 


1822 


9,047,802 


168393 


4,636,796 


1,043,430 


3317389 . 


686,961 


736O32O 


6,484370 


1823 


9,617,192 


63,837 


6,030,228 


8OI395 


4,006,788 


482,417 


6398314 


4393366 


1824 


9,364,893 


18,964 


4363,233 


722,405 


3377,664 


588,733 


8,034,082 


4,623,982 


1825 


11,269,981 


31,666 


4,601,304 


758,367 


4,129,620 


663,390 


11,066,742 


4,222,833 


1826 


8,831,722 


36,195 


4310,748 


624,231 


4396,732 


681,740 


7,654336 


4368,504 


1827 


7376,833 


9,406 


4316,406 


1,182,142 


4,667338 


449,237 


8,322,661 


4,261,656 


1828 


6,061,480 


29396 


4,334,422 


707,443 


3,340,186 


523,747 


6,650,712 


3,104,426 


1829 


4,089,936 


7,195 


4,804,465 


928,097 


8,787,431 


664306 


8,176336 


438I376 


1830 


4391,793 


62,268 


3,791,482 


753,973 


4,791,644 


399333 


7327,031 


6,336,626 


1831 


6313,713 


34314 


4,308,647 


1320375 


4,160,476 


341,140 


6,676,201 


3369,818 


1832 


3316,066 


16,242 


4,499318 


1,164,474 


4310,650 


342,041 


7,752,731 


6316,883 


1833 


4378351 


46311 


4,062,467 


1,002316 


4,467,687 


433,036 


8,434325 


6,270,040 


1834 


3389,746 


61,946 


4,168,245 


820,394 


6,483,098 


471,406 


11307,778 


7367,327 


1836 


3,739,276 


88,826 


3,925,234 


517,639 


6,064,063 


319,327 


II3383I6 


8390374 


1836 


3371,656 


74,981 


3,676,475 


326371 


6,192,040 


429351 
551,796 


13,684,376 


10,722300 


1837 


3,841,599 


40333 


3,789,917 


469,209 


3,702,714 


11,220,161 


8,936,041 


1838 


8,477,151 


36,844 


4,624,676 


373,113 


3386328 


645,223 


11,042,070 


8303339 



Hoarding Specie* — ^In 1812, three canful apinstera, living ' 
in a thriving town in Maasachuaetts, made a sale of property 
to the amount of $800, and wore offered payment in apecie, 
or in eight tharea of stock at iti par value of $100 each, in 
a well conducted bank. They preferred the apecie, which 
was paid, $600 in Spanish quarters, and $300 in the oki 
fashioned pistareens, or 30 cent pieces. Tlus specie was 
kept buried until 1831. The bank, in the meanwhfle, paid 
regular hal^yeariy dividends of six and sometimes seven per 
cent per annum, until 1831, when the ladies being at last 
convinced the bank " was good," invested their money in its 
stock. Their pistareens, instead of bringing 20 cents, were 
wordi only 1 7 cents each, thus loosing $45 on the $800 and 
interest for 10 years on the whole, and paying 8 per cent, pre- 



mium for the stock — ^besides living in the daily or rather 
nightly danger of being robbed and murdered. 

Suppose they had taken the eight shares of stock in 1812, 
and had placed the dividends at interest at the end of each 
year, the stock would have produced fat 6 per cent only) in 
1831, $1313 22, and they would BtiU have had their 8 ahaiMT 
of stock worth $865, making a total of $2^77 32, instead 
of which, their original $800 was rsduced in 1831 to $756, 
a clear loss of $1,722 3?.— JV. T. Star. 



Great cor^^. — The British ship Scotland cleared at 
Charleston la^t week for Liverpool, with 2,718 balea of cot- 
ton weighing 900,< CO lbs., and 740 barrels of Turpentine. 



COHHERCB OF THE UNITED STATES. 



TABLE CONTINUED. 



I Tern. I Ohio, j Ksntodiy, | TanncMeo. [ Ahbuiu. | lodiuii. | Midugan. | Miitmmpfi [ LoDMMia. | Floiidi. | 



Debt ofl Iho CitT ol How York. 

Eitimct fiom Ihe AnoDil Repoil of iho Sew York City 
Comptroller. 

"nen hm heen Amdad during the 7«*r aiding December 
Slit, A. D. 1889, the (mil oT 13,198,100— to'wil: «3a.400 
I7 die ieraa of Fin Indemni^ itock tX p«r, to pej ecitaii) 
dunagee oecMunad by the hlowing up of the bnildingi it 
the gnat fiie,' and 2,148,700 b^ the iMoe of WetoT Stock (o 
thai •mount, negotiated at tuioo* raiei, to defray the ex- 
penaa of the Cniton Water Woika. During the eaine period 
then hu been redeemed 40,611 31 oflbe Fire Loan Stock ; 
and {280,000 of the Hypntberaled Water nock T^tamed, 
making the nett increase of permanent debt tl,BS7',4e/ 69. 

The lotd funded liafailitieB of the city on (he*fint day of 
JtuoMrj, 1840, cmuied of— 

The (^ Stocka of 1820 and 1839, for tSOO.OOO 00 

The Pouic Bonding BlodE 616,000 00 

The Fire Indemnity Stock 288,300 00 

The Fire Loan Slock 891,176 78 

And Ihe Water Slack, for 6,473,730 00 

Forming an aggregate debt of t7.716,10S 78 

bMringanintneato(3 per cent, pet annoa and redeemable 



tSl,675 Tf at pleaaure of Common Coundt. 
886,800 00 in the year 1841, 
25,000 no in the year 1843, 
600,000 00 in the year I860, 
JOO,000 00 in the year I8SI, 
51 j,000 00 in the year 1866, 
2,407,630 00 in Ihe year 1858, 
3,976,100 00 in Ihe year 1860, and 
236,300 00 in Ihe year 1868. 
The lemporaiy debt at the close of the year I8J9 tras 
S1,63S,3S0; at the eloea of Ihe year preceding it WM 
Cl.ei8.804 7S. The iwtl increase ia (87,466 66, wbidi ia 
niffidently aoraonled for by ihe fact ibat there has not been 
ooUected of the lazea for the year 1830, np to its cloong, so 
gnaX a mm in (86,000 as tbare bad been of Ihe tax of 1838 
at the doae of the prerioas year. The deficiency wm neoe*. 
saiily suppBed by tlie cjaalion of an equal amount of indebt- 



The oldest priatBT in New England i* Benjamin RuawU, 
Hii ai^irentiocahip commenced in Augnit, 1776, *ith ImW) 
Thomai, of Worcester ; but he had levned of his anda la eat 
types sereralyferabefim that. The oldest printer, nmr oon* 
naeted with ibe preaa, in New England, if not in th* Unhad 
*, we helie*e to be John Prentias, of Kasne, N. H. 
(JV. r. WTKr. 
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The Slate Loan. 

HftTiDg iDide the inquiriei on this labjecl, promtaed on 
Saturday, we present the following as the result — ^.V. ^mer 

The United States Bank took the whole of the $870,000 
Loan, and invited the other banks of the city and county to 
participate. The following named institutions haTe taken the 
proportions affixed opposite. 

Pennsylvania Bank, $100,000 

Giiard Bank, 100,000 

Philadelphia Bank, 100,000 

Farmers and Mechanics' Bank, fi J,000 

Mechanics' Bank, 30,000 

Commercial Bank 25,000 

North America Bank, 25,000 

Southwark Bank 10,000 

- Manufacturers and Mechanics' Bank, 15^00 

$455,000 
Leaving for the Bank of the United States the 

aumof 415,C00 



$870,000 



Penruyhania ffoute of Repretentativet* — ^The Harria- 
bnrgh Telegraph has the following statement of the occupa- 
tions of the members of the House of Representatives of the 
Pennsylvania Legislatuie: 

Bricklayers - - - - - 2 

Merchaints . . . . Q 

Farmera - - - - - 44 

Lawyers - - - - 20 

Printers - - - - - 8 

PhyMciana . . . . g 

Hatters • - - - - 3 

' Gentlemen - - - - 2 

Saddler - - • - - 1 

Cabinet Makers - . - - 2 

Inn-keepers • - - - - 2 

Blacksmith . . . . i 

Tanner - - - - - 1 

Coach Maker .... 1 

Caipentera - - - - - 2 



Total, 



- 100 



REPORT 



From the Secretary eftht Tretuury, 

TaxAstrRT DiPAarifBVT, 
January 9, 1840. 

Sir :— For the purpose of obtaining the information le- 
qnired by the resolution of the Senate, of the 80th December 
last, respecting the prices of certain stocks in the London 
and home markets, I addressed a letter to the collector of the 
customs at New York, requesting him to procure the requi- 
site fi^ts from the best sources in that city which may be 
regarded as the principal mart of the transactions in such 
property in this countiy. 

I have the honour to transmit, herewith, the. reply of the 
eoUector, with the two accompanying statements ; A showing 
theprioes in London, and B indiiaaling those at New York. 

To these statements I have added a transcript of the prioea 
of certain American stocka in London oiv the 30th of An* 
goat last, from Wettenhall's List of that date^ marked C, 
being all the stocka of that deacxipCion of which the prices 
are onoled in that puhlieatioo. 

I have the honour to be, sir, vary respectfully, your obe- 
diaiit aervBDt, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 

Secretary of the Treaaoiy. 
Hon. R M. Joasrsoir, 

Yiee Pnaident of the United States, 
y and President of the Senate. 



CuaTOM HouBE, New York, ? 
Januaiy 4, 1840. 5 

Sir : — I received your letter of the 3l8t ultimo, enclosing 
a copy of a resolution of the Senate of the United States, in 
the following words : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate all the information which it ht^ 
in the power of the department to obtain, as to the value of 
the different state bonds in the London market ; also the 
value of the different railroad and canal stocka of the respec- 
tive states in the home market 

On the receipt of the same. I addressed communicationa 
to Messrs. Prime, Ward & King, Christmas, Livingston & 
Prime, two houses extensively connected by correspondence 
and moneyed transactions with European commercial houses, 
and Mr. Augustus Belmont, a resident of this city, and the 
agent of Messrs. Rothschild, of London, who have severally 
answered my communications, and I annex the Eeparate quo- 
tations of the London prices of railroad and canal stocks in 
thia country ; the latter Mr. Belmont does not refer to. 

I also send you the letters from the gentlemen referred to, 
that you may see whether I have made up the tables cor- 
rectly. Very respectfully, 

JESSE HOYT, Collector. 
Hon. Levi Woodbubt, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 



A. 
Z,ondon JPricet, 



Name of stock. 



.is* 



New York state 5 per cts. of 

1846 and I860.. 

New York city 6 per cts. 

Ohio state 6 per cts. of 1850 

andl860 

Pennsylvania state 6 per cts. 

1854 and 1865 

Maryland state (sterling) Q per 

cts. 

Indiana state A per cts. 

Indiana state (sterling) 6 per cts. 
Illinois state 6 per cts.. ....... 

Michigan state 6 per cts. 

Aikansaa State 6 per cfB. 

Mississippi state (sterling) 6 per 

eta, 

Mississippi state 6 per ctsi .... 
Alabama state (sterling) 5 per 

eta. 

Tennessee state (steriing) 6 per 

cts 

South Carolina state 5 per cts. 
Virginia state 6 per cts. ...... 

Maasachosetta state (sterling) 5 

per eta. 

Kentuc^ state 6 per cts. 

Missouri state 6 per eta. 

Louisiana state (starling) 6 per 

cts. 

Florida (sterling) 6 per cts. . . . 



80 

84j 

75 

65 




about 83} 
about 77 

about 85 

about 80 

about 80 
about 70 
about 80 
about 80 
no quotation 
no quotation. 

about 80 
no quotation. 

about 80 

no quotation, 
about 80 
about 90 
about 100 

no quotation 
no quotation. 

about 86 
about 90 



< 



80 a 83 



84a86 
80 

75 a 80 
60 



80 



86a87 



N. B. — ^The word ** sterling" means that the principal and 
interest are payable in London, and the bonda are made out 
in the Biitiah currency. 
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[Mabcs, 



Prieea in Nno York. 



Name of slock. 



New York atate 5 per cte. of 1845. 
New York state 5 per cts. of 1846. 
New York state 6 per cts. of 1849. 
New York state 5 per cts. of 1850. 

Ohio 6 per cts. 

Ohio 5 per cts 

Olinois 6 per cts. of 1860 

Mohawk railroad 

Patterson railroad 

Boston and Providence railroad .... 

Harlem railroad 

Utica and Syracuse railroad 

Utica and Schenectady railroad .... 

Boston and Worcester railroad 

New Jersey railroad 

Providence and Stonington railroad 

Long Island railroad 

Auhum and Syracuse railroad 

Camden and Amboy railroad 

Jamaica railroad 

New Orleans canal 

Delaware and Raritan canal 

Morris canal 



S 2 - 

•P "5 00 
5 s -^ 

s si 




Bid. AskM. 

S7i 90 

87i 90 

84 85 

86 89 

85} 86| 

75 80 



70 
63 i 
47 



60 

G3 

46 
103 

49 49} 
107 107} 
120 122 
104 

83} 84 

17} 17j 

52 

48 



62} a 63 

103 a 104 
50 a 51 

107 a 108 
120 a 122 

104 a 106 
84 a 85 

18 a 20 
52 a 53 
50 a 60 

about 104 

about 100 

60 a 70 

about 104 

19 a 20 



C. 

XrSfKJon prices of American atockt guotedin WettenhaWt 
iMi of 20th Auffutt, 1839. 

6 per ct Alabama, sterling bonds, 1858, '59, '66 . 86 

6 per ct Alabama, sterling bonds, 1F63 80 

6 per cL Arkansas, sterling bonds, 1 863 95 

6 per ct Louisiana, sterling bonds, 1844, '47, '50, 

'52 91 

6 per ct. Louisiana, sterling bonds, 1867 102 

5 per ct Massachusetts, sterling bonds, 1857 ... .102 a 103 

5 per ct Mississippi^ sterling bonds, 1850 88} 

6 per ct Mississippi, sterling bonds, 1861, '66, '71 90 

6 per ct New York, 1855 91 

6 per ct Ohio, 1856, '58 90 

5 per ct, Pennsylvania, 1860 87 



BoMton Houte e/* Induttry or •^/nM^piM^.-^Duiing the 
year 1839, twelve hundred and oixt^six difierent persons 
were inmates of this establishment, some for the whole year, 
others for shorter periods of time. The average population 
of the House, 548. As nearly as can be ascertained, their 
nativity is as foUowa, vii : 
Bom in Boston— American parents, 255 

« ** Foreign parents, 197 462 

Bom in Massachusetts, and in other states, 259 

Bora in Foreign countries, 555 



Total, 



1266 



The Frederick Examiner states that on Friday lasl a rail- 
it«d train left that city for Baltimore, laden with 2,350 bblsL 
Floor, 36 bUs. Whiskey, and 972 bushels of Cora and Rye. 
The Rail Road Company receive only four cents a ton per 
mile for bringing the Flour to market, white it costs them six 
cents to do it 



Beport>f the Board of Ulaaaf er« 

Of th« Lxbigb Coal amd Natioatiow Covfavt. 

To the StockholderM of the LeHgh Coal and Jfa^oigaUvn 

Company: 

The Managers submit the following Rqx>rt of the business 
of the company, for the year 1839. 

A continuance of commercial difficulties and embarrass* 
ments throughout the country, has .of course prevented any 
material increase in the busuicss of the Lehigh Navigation, 
or the coal mines connected with it 

Coal Trade, 

The quantity of coal which was taken during the year, 
from the Company's mines, was 142,507 tons, of which 
1 0^,805 tons, came from the Old or Summit mines» and 
d7»702 tone, from the Room Run mines. 

The whole quantity of coal which was carried on the nav- 
igation to the various markets, was 221,850 tons, which came 

from the following sources, viz : 

Tooa* 

From the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com* 

pany's Mines, shipped at Mauch Chunk .... 140,760 
From the Beaver Meadow Railroad and Coal 

Co's. Min«^ shipped at Parry viUe 38,595 

Fit>m the Hazleton Coal Co's. Mines, shipped at 

Penn Haven 33,826 

From the Sugar Loaf Coal Co's. Mines, shipped 

at Penn Haven. 7,510 

Other coal 1>159 

Total, tons of coal by Lehigh canal 221,850 

Being an excess of 7,639 tone, over the shipments of 1838. 
Of the total quantity of coal which was brought down the 
Lehigh canal, in 1 839, the following passed dir«:t]y into the 
Morris canal, opposite Easton. viz : 

From Beaver Meadow 19,307 tons 

Hozleton 17,774 •* 

MauchChunk 11,350 « 



48,431 tons, 

and 159,696 tons entered the Delaware division of the Penn- 
sylvania canal as reported by the State collector at Easto n . 
Of the coal which reached Bristol by the State canal above 
mentioned, about 21,000 tons were sent from that place up 
the river Delaware, and into the Delaware and Raritan canal, 
and about 44,000 tons were shipped from Bristol and its 
vicinity, in vessels bound coastwise. The remaining quan- 
tity, was delivered at Philadelphia, or intermediate places. 

At the close of the year 1838, there remained unsold of 
the coal owned by this Compiiny, upwards of 50,000 tons^ 
nearly one-half of which was stored at Perth Amboy, and 
Jersey City, and the remainder chiefly at Bristol and Phila* 
delphia. The stock remaining at the end of 1839, is about 
60,000 tons, at the various depots above mentioned, and in 
about the same proportions. 

ToUo^Sale» of Lot*, &c. 

The tolls for the past year amounted to $141,300 1 1-lOO, 
and the sales of coal by this company, reached nearly 130,- 
000 tons. The profits derived from these sources prindpaQy, 
have enabled the Managers to make the uaual dividend, niuia 
the surplus, in addition to the sum heretofore set apart as the 
Contingent Fund required by the by-lavra, remains about the 
same as at the dose of the preceding year. The report oC 
the Dividend Committee, together with other docunmli 
showing the present state of the company's finance*, and of 
the investments of its ca{atal and loans in the navigalkMi, 
nilroad, and coal buoneas, will be read to the meeting, and 
will remain open at all Uxnes, at the office^ finr the in sp e rti nii 
of the StockhoUers, as usuaL 

During the past year, the company have continued to make 
very considerahle and productive sales of lote and water 
privileges, in >Vhitc Haven, Mancfa Chunk, South Kwinn, 



184X] 



nEPORT OF THE LEHIGH COAL AND NAVIGATION COMPANY. 



163 



and othor points on the canal, and tliers is every proepect of 
a continued and active demand for that apcciea of property 
along the line of improvemeota. 

Zsoan. 

In the month of Aognst last, the Managers, in the cxer- 
cLw of a prudent foreaight, advcrtiaod for a loan to meet the 
demand! of the railroad, and the paymctat of the loan 
which fell due near the doee of the year, and for the first 
time, ofiered the privilege of converting it into the stock of 
.the company, though at a limited price. Such, however, was 
the depression of all moneyed ooneems at that time, that the 
offers made for the loan were not aatisiisictory, and the board 
was indueed to resort to the ofier of the 13,000 shares of ad- 
ditional stock, authorized by act of Assembly, of March 1 3th, 
1837, to be distributed among the old stockholders, pro rata, 
at par ; of which 1 0,0r 1 sharas wore subseiibed for« Appli* 
cations were made by many of the stockholders, for a large 
number beyond the proportion to which they were entitled, 
which of course ooold not be granted them. Of the amount 
received for the new stock, nearly $300,000 is unexpended, 
and the greater portion is drawing interest, and payable on 
demand. 

Ot/icr Coal Compatiies, 

Statements have been furnished to usbv various coal com- 
panics, on the upper section of the Lehigh, which will be 
read in the Appendix to this report The progress of these 
companies, as they are or will be toll-payers to alarge amount 
on our canal, is a matter in which wo are much interested. 
In addition to the Beaver Meadow Company, and the Hazic* 
ton Company, which were previously in operation, the pre- 
ceding list of shipments shows, that within the past year the 
Sugar Ijoaf Company commenced bustness. The Buck 
Mountain Company will in the present .year, 1810, get into 
operation, and contribute to the trade of the canal. The 
other companies on the upper section, of which information 
will be found in the Appendix, are the Stafford Company, the 
S^nmmit Company, and the Northampton and Luzerne Com- 
pany. No communications have been received concerning 
the '* Tamanend Mining^ Company*^ or the Lehigh branch 
of the JJttU Schuylkill and Susquehanna Jtailroadf com- 
monly called the CatavitM Railroad, 

A statement has been received, and inserted in the Appen- 
dix also, firom the Wyoming Coal Company, whose improve- 
ments connect with Uie Lehigh and Susquehanna Railroad, 
near Wilkcsbarrc. 

Although our company are themselves the owners of ex- 
tensive and very productive coal mines, yet as the navigation 
iff now their great preponderating interest, it is obviously their 
policy to promote, by a liberal course, the utmost possible 
craouut of business on the Canal, and on \\Mfeeditr, tho rail- 
road. This being the case, the Managers may say, in ac- 
cordance with the sentiments of former reports, that there 
can be no just ground for jealousy on account of our com- 
pany being proprietors of both coal mines and canal. Now 
that the navigation is finished, and the railroad that connects 
it with the 8Uiquehanna, nearly so, it is the wish of the 
Maniigers that tho company shall gradually so change their 
business, as ultimately to become simply a receiver of tolls 
and of rents, from its varied and valuable estates, relinquish- 
ing to others the coal business, as fint as they shall bring on 
to the Lehigh, enterprise and capital sufficient to take our 
place in that department 

Trade of the CanaU 

Tho following Is a statement of tht freight carried Upon 
the L^gh Navigation, in 1839. 

Frtight Trofuported on tht Lehigh J^'avigaHotii in 1839. 

ABcssnive. uksckhdiito. total. 

Tons. Cwt Tons. Cwt Tons. Cwt. 

221,025 14 221,850 U 

1,616 or 2,267 14 

3,803 U 4;366 17 

8 09 550 16 



Coal... 
Crsin . . . 




• •  


824 17 
651 07 


Flour. . . 






563 06 


Salt .... 
Vot 


"\\.- 


• • • 

-20 


547 06 



ASClWniiro. DXSCIVDIVO. TOTAL. 

Tons. Cwt Tons. Cwt Tons. Cwt 
Salt, Fish, Beef, 

and Pork 401 14 33 19 435 13 

Beer, Porter, Cider. 03 03 

Other provisions.. 280 19 10 18 291 17 

Whiskey 67 14 206 09 274 03 

Hay and Straw . . 243 01 1 10 244 U 

Lumber 1,244 00 11,162 18 12,406 18 

Cord Wood 103 00 2,546 15 2,648 16 

Bricks 1,699 18 281 10 1,981 08 

Slate 6 02 89 10 95 13 

Lime and Lime- 
stone 6,314 09 54 08 5,368 17 

Other Stone, Sand 

and Phurter.... 1,409 08 87 17 1,497 06 

Iron 3,867 07 2,771 06 6,638 13 

Iron Ore *. 6,637 05 2,020 1 1 8,657 16 

Pitch, Tar, 4lid 

Rorih 17 08 18 18 06 

Merchandise....: 3^164 14 1,430 02 3,594 16 

Totals 26,043 18 247,146 12 278,190 10 

Of the foregoing frei^t, the following entered the Uf^er 
Ghuid Section : 

ASCCITDTVO. DBSCIVniVO. TOTAX. 

Tons. Cwt Tons. Cwt Tons. Cwt 

Coal 157 06 41,565 17 41,723 03 

Grain 103 05 103 05 

Flour 79 07 1 00 80 07 

Bricks 109 09 100 110 09 

Lime and Lime- 
stone 90 04 2 00 92 04 

Sdt. 20 11 2 00 22 11 

Salt Fish, Beef and 

Pork 96 03 11 01 107 oi 

Other provisions.. 68 09 68 09 

Hay and Straw .. 107 17 107 17 

Whiskey 8 17 8 17 

Pitch 1 00 1 00 

Iron 2,648 08 100 2,649 08 

Ltimber 250 15 9,19 i 08 9,442 03 

Merchandise 427 05 14 01 441 06 

Totals 4,168 13 50,789 07 54,956 00 

As the new work of the upper section is an object of espe- 
cial interest, it may be satisfactory to state, that the tolls of 
that section, which in 1838, the year it vras first opened, 
amounted to $11,968,09, were in the past year $29,172,50. 

The following shows die increase in the important articles 
of coal and lumber, carried on the upper section: 

In 1838. Ih 1839. 

Coal 16,038 tons, 41,723 tons, 

Lumber . . 2,389 " 9,442 tons of 1000 ft b. m. 

From the preparations makiiig for the coal, lumber, and 
other business, by companies and individuals on tfiis section, 
it is expected that the rate of increase of tolls upon it in 
1840, will at least equal that of the past year, and probably 
much exceed it 

The canal and slackwater navigation, throughout, .has 
been in good order during the whole of the season ; and it is 
with pleas^ we may inform the stockholders that there has 
been no break in the works of the upper section since its in- 
spection by the commissioners appointed by the governor. 

Jlailr^ad between Lehigh and Su9guehantui, 

The report of tho engineer which will be found in the 
Appendix, will show the progress made in tho railroad be- 
tween the head of the slackwater navigation on the Lehigh, 
and the north branch division of the Pennsylvania canal, at 
Wilkesbarre. From this it will appear that we may calcu- 
late on having the use of tho road in the month of Septem- 
ber next This will form a new era in the history of Uif 
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company; Bnd it may not be improper to lay before the 
■teckholdere a view of some of the advantages that may be 
expected from the completion of thia important work. 

The whole length of the railroad, between the two points 
mentioned, is bnt twenty miles, being but about one-third the 
length of the shortest of the other railroad communications 
between the navigable waters of the Susquehanna and Dela> 
ware rivers; and, from its grade and construction, it will 
allow of as cheap transportation upon it, for equal distances, 
as any other. Provision has been made at both the Le- 
high and Susquehanna terminations of the road for the most 
ample accommodations for securing and transhipping the 
Tariotts articles of commerce ; and at Wilkeabarre this pro- 
vision extends to the river trade, as well as to that of the 
north branch conaL It is designed that, ultimately, boats 
shall cross between the two rivers, on the raikoad, without 
shifting their cargoes ; and the road, with a view to this, has 
been constructed with iron T rails, in tfate most perfect and 
durable manner. 

The works of the company will now form the most direct, 
and cheapest route to either Philadelphia or New York from 
Wilkesbarreyand these cities arc the best markets forperhaps 
nine-tenths of the produce which descends the north branch 
of the Susquehanna, and which has hitherto been carried to 
Baltimore. 

The distances from the North Branch at Wilkesbarre, to 
the several Atlantic markets by the various routes, will be 
seen by the following table : 



To Bait. Phila. 



N. York. 



The distance from 
Wilkesbarre, by 
the Susquehan- 
na to tide at 
Havze-de-grace, 
is 196 miles,. .. 

From Wilkesbarre, 
by the Union 
canal, to the east 
side of Philadel- 
phia 

From Wilkesbarre, 
by the Lehigh 
and Morris canal. 

From Wilkesbarre, 
by the Lehigh 
and Delaware, to 
tide at Bristol, is 
1 52 miles 



256 275 



385 



282 



991 



193 



279 170 & by Black's Eddy 2 1 8 



The following shows the comparative cost of getting lum- 
ber from Wilkesbarre, to Philadelphia, by the Lehigh works, 
and by the Susqudianna and Uhesapeake and Delaware 
canali which is the route it now takes. 

From Wilkesbarre, to Havre-de- 
grace, freight by the channeU 
of the river $1>75 

Risk or insurance, 10 per cent . 1,00 

Freight from Havre-de grace to 

Philadelphia 2,00 

Loading and unloading 30 

,05 per 1000 feet 



From Wilkesbarre to Uavre-de- 
grace, by canalt 196 miles, at 
1} cts. for toll and freight. . . 3,43 

Loading and unloading ^ «. ^0 

Present freight from Havre^e- 
grace to Philadelphia 2,00 



From Wilkesbarre to White 
Haven, by railroad, 20 miles, 
and loading and unloading . . 1,00 

Freight as no-w paid, including 
toll to Philadelphia, by Lehigh 
and Pennsylvania canals. . , . 3,00 

Unloading 15 



,73 do. do. 



It thus appears that the distances are very much in favor 
of the Lehigh route to both Philadelphia and New York, and 
that lumber can be taken to either of those markets, by the 
Lehigh route, at a cost less by about 20 per cent than by the 
route which it now ordinarily pursues ; and lumber, it most 
be recollected, from its bulk and weight, is probably the most 
unfavourable article on which the comparison can be made. 
If lumber can take this route vrith advantage, cveiy other 
article can do to with greater advantage. 

Protpective butinett of the Railroad, 

The question then, arises, whether the North Branch of the 
Susquehanna will furnish a sufficient amount of tonnage to 
make the company's railroad improvements valuable! It 
will be seen, on reference to the map, that twenty counties in 
the State of New York, abounding in wheat and lumber, 
will be nearer by tventy:/[ve mileM to Philadelphia, by thio 
route, than they are to JVew York by the Erie Canal s and 
that seven counties of Pennsylvania, north-west of Wilkes- 
barre, abounding, likewise, in grain and lumber, and one of 
them in bituminous roal, will be troenty-oLv milet nearer <• 
Philadelphia than to tide at Bavrenle^gracef and 86 wtUeo 
nearer to Philadelphia than to Baltimore, which has hith- 
erto been their principal market. The bituminous coal of 
Towanda, in Bradford county. Pa., will by this route, be the 
nearest coal of that description to the mwkets of Philadel- 
phia and New York. The agricultural products of the 
western counties of New Yoii, among which are those 
alluded to above, have furnished Bixteen*scventeenths of the 
tonnage of the Erie canal, agreeably to a lepati of the New 
York Commiftrioners. The distances being in favor of the 
Lehigh route, and equal facilities as to water power being 
afforded along the whole line for manufiMstoring, there can be 
no good reason why the company may not calculate upon a 
fair share of the business. Some estimate, of the amount of 
lumber and other produce which descends the north branch 
of the Susquehanna, may be formed from the accounted the 
rafb and oiks which passed Cattawissa in six days, in May, 
1833, as published by Christian Brobot, Esq. viz : 

2680 arks of produce of various kinds, and 
3480 rafts of lumber, shingles, staves, &c, dec. 

Allowing the arks to carry forty tons each, and the ralVs twen- 
ty tons, or 20,000 feet of lumber each, will give a total of 
186,800 tons. This was the amount of tonnage which de- 
scended in only one freshet, several of which annually occur. 

By a recent statement, the quantity of lumber wUch passes 
down the Susquehanna is equal to 250 millions of feet an- 
nually, of which a large portion may be expected to be trans- 
ported over the railroad and navigation of this company. 

The completion of the north branch canal, and of the 
small remaining link between the state lino and Elmiia,* 
will connect Philadelphia and the city of New Yovk through 
the Lehigh, by an unbroken chain ot improved communica- 
tion with Lake Erie and the Great West In addition to 
the immense trade now descending the Susquehanna valley, 
the company may then calculate upon deriving a vast acces- 
sion of business by dividing the trade of the Erie canal at 
Montezuma, from which point the distance to New Yoik is 
368 miles by the Erie canal ; 870 miles by the route of the 
Lehigh and Morris canals; and 395 miles by the Black's 
Eddy outlet and Delaware and Raritan canal; and to Phila- 
delphia only, 347 miles, by the Lehigh and Delaware canals. 
The Lehigh route also possesses the advantage of being a 
southern route, and consequently navigable eariicr and later 
in the season, in addition to giving the choice of the markets 
ot New York and Philadelphia. The tonnage on the Erie 
canal, in 1834, was 476,784 tons. 

The Company's railroad also connects the Lehigh naviga- 
tion with the Wyommg coal field, and has already given rise 
to the formation of coal companies, who calculate largely 
upon sendmg their coal, by its means, to the Athmtic citiea. 
By this route Wilkesbarre is nearer than Carbondale to New 



,15 do. do. 



 See Appendix for extract from late Report of Canal 
Commissionera. 
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21,000 15 a 20 



392,000 



58,300 SO 



1,176,C00 



York, and the navigation is better. Carbondalo tent 121,- 
660 tonB of coal from their minei in 1B39. 

It ahoald be recollected that almost every article trans- 
ported on the railroad will also be conveyed along the seven- 
ty-two miles of the Lehigh navigation, so that the company 
will derive tolls on ninety-two miles of their improvements, 
in consequence of making only twenty miles of road. 

Itumber ftutiri^M^iS^aTcr Mills, 

The vast forests of timber on the upper section of the Le- 
high are already attracting the attention of lumber men. The 
price of these timber lands has risen from fifty cents to ten 
and fifteen dollars per acre, in consequence uf the Lehigh 
improvements, and water powers are now much sought after 
in that section, for the erection of saw-mills. -^ 

The following statement of the timber lands that are opened 
to market by the completion of the upper section, is tbe result 
of diligent inquiries for some months past, by John Brown, 
the agent of the company at White Haven ; 

" I forward the most accurate statement that is in my pow- 
er to obtain, relative to the timber lands in the valleys of the 
Lehigh, and its tributaries, giving the number of acres in 
each valley, and the probable average quantity of lumber per 
acre which will be manufactured, and sent down the Lehigh 
Navigation : 

No. of Average No. Total No. 
Where the lands Acres, of 1000 feet of 1000 feet 

ore situate. per Acre, board mcas. 

Mud Run, and Painter 

Creek valleys 

Hickory run, and Hay's 

creek, and up as far 

as south side of Toby* 

hanna, and up said 

stream to Pond creek, 
Upper Lehigh — North 

and west of Lehigh 

above Stoddartsville, 

and N. E. of Easton 

and Wilksbarre tuin- 

jttke, including part 

of Buck township, to 

iti N. £. boundaiy, 

where it is terminated 

by a line of Coving- 
ton township, 

Original township of 

Covington, and at 

Head of I^high — 

partly over the line of 

Wayne county 108,000 15 a 20 2,010,000 

Lower part of Back 

town^ip, including 

the valley of Bear 

Creek, 

Lands of Pine Forest 

Company, Wright's 

Creek and Pine Ran, 
Lands on west side of 

Lehigh, from opposite 

Mud Run to White 

Haven 

Eastward of liehigh, 

and N. E. of Easton 

and Wilkesbane 

turnpike, to extreme 

haad waters of lie- 
high, a distance of 

fiileen miles, in a di- 
rect line from Stod- 

dartsville— the whole 

of this section is 

densely timbered, and 

very neariy all will 

go down liehigh, say 

three-fourths, or-.-. 42,000 15 



20,000 20 



400,000 



16,000 
7,000 



10 
35 



20,000 12 



160,000 
246,000 

, 240,000 



North side of Tobyhan- 

na, 18,000 15 

Totals, 304,300 



195,000 
5,438,000 



say, total quantity of lumber on said lands five millions four 
hundred and Airty-eight thousands •/ thoutandfeet, board 
measure, 

*'In making tbb estimate, I have, in some cases, taken it 
twenty per cent leas than what some of the owners of lim- 
ber lands think their lands will average per acre, but my c:- 
timate, I presume, will very nearly reach the truth. 

^ The number of saw-mills erected and erecting, on the 
upper section of the Lehigh, and its tributaries, is as follows : 

No! of No. of 



MiUs. 
4 
4 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
2 
3 
6 
1 



1 
2 
2 
2 
1 



Saws. 
7 
6 
4 
2 
1 
4 
2 
2 
S 
3 
7 
1 

2 
2 
2 
2 
1 



360,000 



On the Lehigh, above Stoddartsville, 
On the Lehigh, at White Haven, 
On the Lehigh, at Dam No. 19, - 
Stephens' Meadow Run, above Stoddartsville, 

Pond Creek, - - - - 

Bear Creek, 

Tobyhanna Creek, 

Pine Run, - - - 

Wright's Creek, 

Hays' Run, - 

HickoiT Run, - 

Ciessy^s Creek, » - 

Two miles west of White Haven 
(by steam,J 

Dreck's Creek, - - - 

Mud Run, - - - 

Terrapin Pond Creek, - 
On Lehigh, at Stoddartsville, - 

Totals, . - - 88 49 

Forty-nine saws, averaging 600,000 feet each, which is a low 
estimate, would amount to about 30,000,000 per year. The 
toll is, on an average, %t per 1000 ; of course the number of 
saws and quantity of lumber manufactured, will increase 
yearly, for some years to come." 

The following editored paragraph, copied from the Wilkcs- 
barre •* Farmer dc Journal," of a recent date, is connected 
with this subject, and will be found interesting : 

" The Swamp, — ^The immense tract of high and moun- 
tainous country between this valley and the Blue Ridge, 
which has heretofore presented a uniform character of solita- 
ry desolation, with but here and there, sparsely scattered 
along the great public road leading through it, the lonely 
cabin of a settler, has now become a perfect hive, bustling 
with life and acUvity. In this region abound large trocto of 
the finest timber lands, through which flow, fed by the im- 
mense and broken mountains, large streams that furnish ev- 
ery facility for the erection of mills and the sawing of lumber. 

The improvement of Uie Lehigh river into Uie heart of 
this region and the outlet furnished thereby, added to the 
stimulus presented in tiie high price of lumber, has produced 
this influx of human life and activity into Uiis heretofore 
desolate country. Large quantities of lumber are even al- 
ready produced, and arrongemenU are making by the erection 
of numerous mills, to increase the quantity to an immense 
extent Thus does tiie restieamcss of human enterprise 
search in every quarter for opportunities to expend its ns- 
sounses and apply its industry, making regions vvhich would 
for ever appaienUy belefl exclusively to Uiedenumonsof the 
deniiens of Uie forest, contribute to its profit and luxury. 

TFater Poioer, 

By making Uie canals on Uie Lehigh of a large siw, so as 
to admit Uie passage of boats of Uie tonnage which could 
be most profitably and cheaply used in Uie transportation 
upon it, Uie very important coUateral advantage wm se- 
cured, of mdting provision for Uie use of the great M and 
very abundant water of Uie river, as a power for dnvmg 
machinery. The cross section of Uie Lehigh canals presents 
an area eomparing wiUi Uie area of Uie great Erie canal, as 



156 



REPORT OF THE LEHIGH COAL AKD NAVIGATION COMPANY. 



[Maics. 



262} to 136. By this arrangement, it is believed the com- 
pany now possess a water power distributed along their line 
of navigation, and BtiU unappropriated, equal to the power of 
six thousand horses, ai^er deducting the water necessary to 
accommodate the navigation, to the extent of two millions 
of tons annually. The strips of land between the canals and 
the river, suitable for the sites for manufactures, have in most 
instances been obtained by the company, in the settlements 
for damages. 

This water power is situated on a navigation, communi- 
acting with the tide waters of New York and Philadelphia, 
at one end, and at the other with the North Branch of the 
Susquehanna, which drains northern Pennsylvania, and 
western New York, a district of country, perhaps, not ex- 
celled in fertility, and now containing a population of 
800,000 souls. That portion of the water power which 
is to be used, by the water passing from one canal level 
to another, will be free from all impediments by back wa- 
ter, as the levels must always be maintained at an adjust- 
ed height, to accommodate the navigation, which paramount 
interest, by the necessity of keeping the workain repair, will 
secure probably less interruption to manufactures than would 
occur in ordinary locatiooB. These circumstances render 
the aituatioqs on the Lehigh peculiarly valuable for smelting 
ftimaces, in which the detention of a few days might be de- 
structive of the season's business. 

The immense quantity of grain from the Susquehanna, 
will here find the principal power for manufacturing it, on 
its road to Philadelphia or New York. It was a circum- 
stance similar to this, that gave rise to Rochester on the Erie 
canal, with its great flouring establishments, and like causes 
may be expected to give rise to similar establishments on the 
Lehigh. 

The abundance of iron ore, coal, and limestone, in the im* 
mediate vicinity of sufficient water power for the most exten- 
sive works, and on a large navlgatioo connected with the 
best markets, form a combination of advantages peculiar to 
the Lehigh, and must make an extensive demand for the 
po-wer to manufacture iron in all its branches, from the ore 
to the various forms in which it is adapted to the uses of the 
community, and to an extent limited only by the demand for 
the articles. 

The great water power of the Lehigh may, therefore, be 
&irly expected, and at no distant day, to be fully occupied 
by business derived from all' the abov^ sources, and at the 
present selling pricesj the water power alone may be csti- 
hiated to produce an income of $120,000 per annum. 

Comparative eheapnett of water and otiam power. 

It has been supposed by some persons, that the power of 
^tteam, where coal is cheap, is preferable to water power, for 
the purpose of manufactures. The managers have for some 
time been examining this question, and present the following 
comparative view of the cost of using the two kinds of pow- 
«r, as Ibe* result of their inquiries : 
At South Easton, iho' company charge an an- 
nual rent for water power, of $3 per inch, 
which for a sixty horse power, or 400 inches, 
under a 3 feet head and 20 feet &11, is - $1200 00 
Interest on cost of water-wheel, ($1000,) and 
' allowance for wear, ... 



200 00 



$1400 4-60 horses— $23 88-100 per horse 



power per annum, - 



' $1400 00 



A sixty hone engine cost ffOOO, on which in- 
terest per annum, ... 
Repairs, and perpetuating engine, 16 per cent, 
Engineers and firemen, working night and day. 
Eight lbs. of ooal (the lon»eH estimate,) pe^ 
hOTse power, per hour, ia 5 tons per 24 houw, 
and 1625 tons per anoam, at $2 per ton, be- 
ing the lowest price fat coal «t the ooal land- 
ings, • . . • . 



$420 00 
1050 00 
1200 00 



3660 00 



$6820-^60 horvsa ^$105 33-100 per horse 
powsr per annum, • . « 



$6320 CO I 



Showing an annual saving, by using water power instead 
of steam, of $82 on each horse power employed, or $4,^60 a 
year on a sixty horse power, which is stifficient to drive two 
furnaces. 

It is stated on the authority of Frederick Graff, Esq., the 
experienced and intelligent superintendent of the Fairmoont 
Water-works, that the expense of supplying the dty of 
Philadelphia, by steam engines of the mo:>t approved modem 
construction, with the fame quantity of water raised bf the 
present works, would be about one hundred and thirty-seven 
dollars per day ; while the cost by water power is only seven 
dollars per day. Three men attend the woiks by turns, each 
being on duty eight hours ; and the above is found sufficient 
for wages, fuel, light, tallow, dec 

The Company** Coal Landt, 

The company's coal lands, amounting to six thousand 
acres, comprise the whole of the east end of the first or south- 
ern anthracite coal field, beginning on the top of the mountain, 
about half a mile from the Lehigh river, and near Mauch 
Chunk, and extending without interruption to Tamaqua, on 
the Little Schuylkill, a distance of 13 to 14 miles. On these 
lands are found, beginn'mg on the north side of the coal ba- 
sin, nine veins from five to twenty<«ight feet in thickness, 
making together 111 feet On the south aide, which has 
not yet been so fully examined, are found veins of SO, 20, 
1 5, and 9 feet This coal is now ppened into, from the Room 
Run Valley, which cuts into the mountain on the northeni 
side of the coal basin, and near to its base, and thus expoiica 
the veins above mentioned. At the oM mine, five miles west 
of Room Run, the vein of 60 or 60 feet, which is the only 
vein worked at this place, lies as a saddle on the top of a hill 
nearly as high as the main mountain ; here the coal is re- 
moved by quarrying in open day. About thirty acres have 
been worked out from this single vein, which have produced 
upwards of 1 , 1 00,000 tons. 

From tho various openings alx>ve mentioned, and other 
examinations that have been made, it is believed that it ia 
entirely within bounds to estimate these lands to contain at 
least 30,000 tons of coal to the acre. The quality of the 
coal is not surpassed by the coal of any other mines. 

Among the peculiar advantages possess^ by the compa- 
ny's coal lands, may be mentioned — 

1st. The position of the old or great mine, being pear the 
top of the ground, so as to admit of its being quarned out^ 
by this means, the company can employ ** common ht:nd9,^ 
instead of minert, to produce increased quantities of coal, 
and as this mine is open to day, it is better adapted to the 
operations of a large company, than mines under ground. 

2. The motmtains on each side, and forming the edges of 
the coal basin, are about 600 feet above the valley near to, 
and parallel with it. These mountains, extending about 13 
miles in length, admit of drifts being run towerds the bottom 
of all the veins in the coal basin, by which means the veins 
can be drained and worked by dercending roads fiom the 
ooal to the river. There is room for more than ten drifts, 
without interfering with each other. These drifts can bo 
made at a moderate expense when needed, and produce mote 
than 100,000 tons of coal each, per annum. 

3. The mines of this company are in the neareti coal 
range to tide water, and can, with tim^y notice, supply a^y 
deficiency, in case the mines higher up the Lehigfa shall not 
at any time be prepared to aend down a sufficient quantity. 

The company own the landings for an extent of two milef, 
along the Lehigh, near Mauch Chunk, and can therefore 
acconmiodate the coal trade to any required extent 

The railroads and branches constructed by the company, 
from their landmgs to the old minea, and the Room Rim 
mines, including the branches in the mines, equal in the 
whole, 26 miles in length. 

The present stock ovnied by the company, of mules, cara, 
dec, is ample for a business of two hundred thousand tons of 
coal per annum, which quantity was actually brought from 
their mines in 1837. This comparatively small quantity an- 
nually taken from tho company*s mines, and on the terms 
on which a portion of them have been rented out, will, to- 
gether with the tolla on the same, yield sufficient profit to 
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pay an intexest on the whole of the capital and loans, ezclu- 
■ive of all other sources of income. 

The managers believe that coal cannot be sent to^arket 
by any other roate cheaper than by the Lehigh, since one 
cent uid twc^thirds per ton per mile, at the highest rates paid 
for boating during the last two years, will more than cover 
the whole expense of toll and freight to tide, giving all con- 
nected with the transportation a fair profiL In 1837, the 
freight paid to boating contractors was only sixty-five hun- 
dredths of a cent per ton per mile, at which price they made 
money. The managers fully anticipate the reduction of 
freight to tide, to half a cent per ton per mile, which it can 
now be done for on the Lehigh navigation, so soon as the 
Delaware division of the Pennsylvania canal is made to cor- 
respond in capacity with the Lehigh. This alteration will 
speedily be required, to admit the passage of the additional 
freight which the upper section of Uie Lehigh, and the Sus- 
qu^auna railroad will turn into that channeL* 

Smelting Iron vith Anthracite, — Company formed. 

The Managers have for many years been extremely anx- 
ious to have the business of smelting iron with anthracite coal 
introduced upon the Lehigh, on account of the immense de- 
mand for water power and coal, which that peculiar business 
would create, and the amount of tonnage which the trans- 
portation of ore, coal, limestone, and iron, required for it, 
must necessarily produce for the payment of tolU. They 
have passed a number of resolutions at various times, tom- 
mendng with December, 1 834, and ending with July, 1839, 
the particular terms of which will be found on your table, 
offering, as inducements to individuals, or companies who 
would undertake the work, grants of water power, coal at 
reduced rates, ipid the passage of it on the navigation, toll- 
fieee, to a large extent, provided they should succeed in intro- 
ducing the business on the Lehigh. It at length became the 
decided conviction of the Managers, that a long time would 
•lapse before the experiment would be made on a suitable 
acsJe OX) the Lehigh, unless some who were largely interested 
in the company would come forward, and join in the under- 
taking. Under these circumstances, three of the Managers 
induced other individuals to join them in forming the asso- 
datioq, which afterwards became incorporated under the law 
for prompting the manu&cture of iron with coke, or mineral 
coal, by the title of the Lehigh Crane Iron Company, with a 
capital of $100,000, and accepted the terms of the resolution 
of July, 1839. This resolution grants the water power of 
any dam between AUentown and PanyvUle, with the land 
futtable for using the water power, (reserving to the Lehigh 
•ompany 200 indies of water at each lock, in addition to 
what may be required for the navigation,) to any persons 
who would raise a capital of $60,000 for the purpose of 
making the experiment of smelting iron from the ore, with 
•nthncite coal, and who should actually expend $30,000 in 
improving the site for iron works, and making the experiment, 
unless tbfy should succeed at a less expense in making iron. 
The fee of the water power to be vesteid in them, either upon 
thor succeeding in keeping a furnace regularly at work, for 
three months in making iron, at the rate of twenty-seven 
tons a week ; or in case of a fidlure, when they shall show 
to the satisfaction of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Com- 
pany, that the sum of $30,000 has been expended as above 
mentioned, in making the attempt. Should they' succeed in 
making iron with anthracite coal, then not more ihan one- 
fourth of the water power thus granted, sliall be used for any 
other purpoae than in the manufiicturing of iron from the 
OK^ or in the manufacture of articles from iron thus made. 
The work to be commenced by the 1st of September, 1839, 
and at least $1<5,000 to be expended in two years. The 
stockholders in the Lehigh Crane Iron Company now are- 
Messrs. Josiah White, Enkine Hazard, Thomas Earp, Timo- 
thy Abbot, John McAllister, Nathan Trotter, Robert Earp^ 
George Earp, Theodore MitchelUaod Owen Rice. Arrange- 
ments wwe made by this company with Mr. George Crane, 



extract from Canal Commissioners' Report, in Ap- 
, for their views oa this subject. 



of Wales, for the importation of all the roachinciy and ma- 
terials for a complete Welsh furnace, and they have engaged 
a person highly recommended by him as fully capable of 
erecting and superintending it when in operation. Their 
works are progressing rapidly to completion, and in that 
effective and permanent manner, that is highly satisfactory. 
A large amount has already been expended, and it is calcu- 
lated by the Crane Company, that upwards of fifly thousand 
dollars will have been expended before they get into opera- 
tion with one furnace, in the month of May next, and that 
their whole capital will be required to complete the establish- 
ment ; it being intended, that in all its parts it shall be of a 
character the most permanent and durable, and be a perfect 
model of a complete \f\'elsh furnace, with the latest improve- 
ments, to be open to the inspection of all who choose to visit 
it This furnace will be forty feet high, and twelve feet 
across the boshes. It is situated about three miles above Al- 
lentown, on the canal connected with the Hartman dam. 
The immense importance of the introduction of the manu- 
facture of iron with anthracite, on the Lehigh, will readily 
appear from the following calculations: Two furnaces 
making 5U tons of pigs per week, each, will produce annu- 
ally 6,200 tons, and will require 10,0C0 tons of coal, 15,000 
tons of ore, and 2,000 tons of limestone. Supposing one- 
half the quantity of pigs converted into bar iron, about 5,000 
tons more coal will bo required. 

There will thus be created by one comparatively 
small establishment of two furnaces, a ton- 
nage of about 40,000 tons, at an average toll 
of *^2 cents, will be $8,8G0 00 

The water power required for the furnaces, and 
rolling or bar iron mill, would equal 90 horses, 
or say 600 inches of water, at the probable 
average price would be, per annum 1,500 00 

Making a new revenue of. $10,300 00 

for the mere toll and water power, exclusive of all profits on 
coal. Thus it appears that employing the water power for 
the iron business, will produce an average toll more than five 
times the value of the water power thus employed. 

A single establishment in Wales, and that not the laigest, 
consumes 200,000 tons of coal annually. Shoukl success 
attend the Lehigh Crane Iron Company'a works, whidithero 
now seems to be no reason to doubt, we may confidently 
calculate that a few years will produce as many estabUsh- 
ments on the Lehigh, as will, collectively, at least equal the 
single one in Wales, which, agreeably to ihe above data, 
would produce a revenue from tolls and water power alone* 
equal to nine per cent on the capital of the company, and 
leave four-fifths of the water power still unappropriated. It 
is impossible to calculate the extent to which this business 
will ultimately be carried ; but as the Lehigh lb connected 
with a population as great as Whales, and is believed to pQ>» 
sess equal if not superior advantages for the manufacture of 
iron, there seems no good reason why the demand for iron 
here, should not be as great as there, and furnish eventually 
a maricet for all the water powers, with a cooeqMnident 
amount of tolls for the navigation of the Ijehigh. . 

In these calculations, no notice is taken of any profit the 
Lehigh company may derive from any portion of the coal 
being sold from their own mines, and as their improvements 
connect with the three greatcoat ranges, the nearest of whieh 
is owned by them, it will be but fair to calculate upon their 
lands producing one-third of the coal to be used in tlie iron 
business. Nor do the calculations embrace the profit to be 
derived from iron ore, from the Lehigh Company's landsy 
several veins of which, heretofore unknown, have hwn dis- 
covered to exist among the coal veins, and which will make 
a material addition to the profits of the Lehigh company. 

Other advantages will also flow to the Lehigh cumpaoj 
from the introduction of the iron business, by the natural 
effects of capital and enterprise introduced by it along the 
line of improvements, attracting a great variety of other busi- 
ness, and creating tolls, none of which can ever be with- 
drawn from the Lehigh. 

{Conclusion en pnge 160.) 
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NAMES OP BANKS. 



Oifard Bank 

PhilaUelphia Bank, 

KensingUm Bank...... 

Bank of Chambersburg, 

Bank of the Northern Liberties, 

W. B. B. at WiiUaauiport, 

Northampton Bank, 

Bank of Delaware county, 

Southwark Bank, 

Manu&cturerv' and Mechanics' Bank of Philadelphia,. . 

Lancaster Saving Institntion,. 

Harrisburg Saving Institution, 

Merchants and Manufacturers' Bank of Pittsburg, . . . . 

Savings Bank, Pittsbuig. * • • • 

Wyoming Bank, Wilkesbarre, 

Paimera' and Mechanics' Bank, Philadelphia, 

Bank of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 

Commercial Bank of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 

York Bank, 

Carlisle Bank, 

Hanover Saving Pund Society, 

Bank of Penn Township, 

Office of the Southern Loan Company, Philadelphia,. . 

Lancaster Bank, 

Moyamensing Bank, 

Mechanics' and Tradesmen's Insurance Loan Co., 

Bank of Northumberland, 

Parmers' Bank of Lancaster, 

Mechanics' Bank, 

Bank of Gettysburg, 

Bank of Pittsburg, 

Western Bank, Philadelphia 

Colambia Bank and Bridge Company,. . . ..' 

Easton Bank, 

Bank of Germantown, 

Bank of Montgomery County, 

Miners' Bank of Pottsvflle, 

PnuikUn Bank of Washington, 

Doylestown Bank, 

Hanisburg Bank, 

Bank of Chester County, 

I«ebanon Bank, 

Bank of Middletown, 

Exchange Bank of Pittsburg, 

Paimers' Bonk of Reading,. 

Erie Bank, 

Bank of Lewistown, 

Bank of North America, 

Parmers' Bank of Buclu County, 

Berks County Bank, 

Parmers' and Drovers' Bank, Waynesburg, 

SchuylkiU Bank, 

Monongahela Bank, Brownsville, 
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71,660 
16,000 
84,000 
17,990 
80,216 
30,820 
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21,820 
16,620 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 



[Mabcs, 



(CoflCiudod from page 157.) 

It is sGinetimes remarked, by those who do not consider 
the widely different nature of the operations of this Company 
and the ^huylkill ^'avigation Company, that the expendi- 
tures of the Lehig^h are very large, as compared with those 
of the Schuylkill, which is confined to a canal, or naviga- 
tion ahne. The fact however, is, that our expenditures in 
the naxngatiov, including all the new work of the upper 
section recently finished, are a triilc lest than those of our 
enterprising neighbors of the Schuylkill. The investments of 
the l^ehigh company, beyond tho cost of its uaxngationy 
consists of expenditures in the construction of the railroad 
connecting that navigation with the Susquehanna, and in 
large bodies of valuable lands, and in improvements thereon, 
and other property, works, and appurtenances, partially de- 
■cribed in the preceding pages, of a kind peculiar to itself, as 
compared with any company whose business is limited to 
that of a canal or navigation only* In addition to all which, 
we have a heavy mercantile capital invested in the coal busi- 
nesai This portion of our capital, however, will not be re- 
quired whenever the company deem it their interest to dis- 
eontinoe that branch of their business, and let out their mines 
to be worked by others, as heretofore intimated. 

The completion of the railroad, (the use of which we expect 
to have in September next.) will fulfil all the requisitions of 
the faiws of the Commonweahh relative to this Company, 
and will dose their great woiIls and the further outlay of 
capitaL 

On the whole, the Managers can with confidence invite 
the Stockholders to visit the property of the company, from 
the mouth of the Lehigh to the Susquehanna, and the dis- 
tricts of country depending on our work to connect them 
with Philadelphia and New Yoric city, and they believe none 
none would return from such an excursion, witliout being 
perfectly satisfied that the investments have been judiciously 
made, and will amply reward the stockholders for all their 
expeodenditures. 

By order of the Board of Managers, 

JOSEPH WATSON, 

President, 
Office of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company, 
Philadelphia, January 13, 1840. 

At the Stated Annual meeting of tlic Stockholders of the 
JLehigh Coal and Naxigation Company, held January 13, 
1840. 

TaoHis P. Cops, Chairman : 

Jletntved, That this meeting, satiffied of the great impor- 
tance to the Company of tho introduction upon the Lehigh, 
on a large scale, of a business of smelting iron ore with An- 
thracite coal, approve of the acts of the Managers in passing 
the various resolutions relative (o it, and the acceptance of 
the resolution of the 2d of July, 1839, by the Lehigh Crane 
Iron Company, and that the President of this Company be 
directed to have a deed executed to the Lehigh Crane Iron 
Company, for the water power of the canals, supplied by the 
Hartman dam, with the land suitable for using it, agreeably 
to the terms of that resolution, whenever said Iron Company 
■hall furnish satisfactory proof that they have complied with 
the terms of the said resolution of July 2, 1839. 

Heiolved, That the Board of Managers about to be elected, 
be requested to use their exertions to induce capitalists to 
commence the business of smelting iron ore with Anthracite 
coal, as eitensively as possible, and to erect mills and manu- 
factories of various kinds along the line of the canal — ^and 
that they be authorized to dispose of the water power for 
these purposes, on advantageous terms, for the interest of this 
Company. 

The AVw Brunnoick Marine Inturance Company, — 
The New Brunswick Marine Insurance Company declared 
a semi* annual dividend on tho 2d inst of forty per cent. 
This institution has not yet been in operation three years, 
and has paid losses to the amount of upwards of M 36,000. 
The Company is restricted from taking a risk in any one in- 
■tance exceeding ^ 3000. 



An Act 

To repeal so much of an act entitled ''An act** approved 
May 11,1 837, "granting to the several banks of this State 
the privilege of issuing post notes, and for other pur- 
poses." 

Sec 1. Jie it enacted by the Legiulaturt of the State of 
MiMMsippi, That so much of the above recited act, as makes 
it lawful for the several banks in this Stale to ioue post notes 
be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That if any of the char- 
tered banks of this State, shall issue post notes, or qotes pay- 
able at a future day. intended to circulate as currency, ttriiall 
be held and deemed a forfeiture of its charter. 

Sec. 3. ^nd be it further enacted. That this act diall 
take efifect and be in force from and after its paasage. 

J. SPEIGHT, 
Speaker of the Noute of Jlepre$entativeM, 
GEORGE B. AUGUSTUS, 

Pretident of the Senate* 
Approved, February Atb, 1840. 

A. G. Mcmrrr. 



Improvement* of Dayton. — ^The Dayton Journal informs 
us, that duiing tho past year there has been built in Dayton 
100 substantial buiidingM; 64 of brick and 36 frame. — 
Among these are three churches, viz. 

The FirU Pre»byte*ian Church, of the Ionic order-^0 
feet in length by 60 feet iti froilt, with a steeple 131 feet from 
the ground. 

1*he Second Pretbytetian Church, in the Grecian Doric 
style — 6D by 76 feet, with a tdwer 163 feet from the pave- 
ment 

The Baptist Church, in the Grecian Doric style— 40 feet 
by 60, with a tower 76 feet in height. 

Several large Factories have been built, among which are 
the following: 

A Flour Mill, 60 by 82 feet, four Ktories high, and hav* 
ing four run of stone, and grinds 450 bushels of wheat |<er 
day. 

A large three story OilMilU with six Hydrostatic Presses; 
and will make six barrels of oil per day. 

A Peg and Laet Factory, 44 by 60 fcct — 3 stories bij^ 
— makes 20 bushels of pegs and 500 lasts per week. 

A large Iron Foundry and Cotton Mill have been com- 
menced. 

It should be remembered that these works 'wer« com- 
menced before the present embarrassments commenced, and 
that nov none of them would be begun. The whole Miami 
country, however, has been in a highly flourishing state till 
recently; but. as things now are, no new undertakings are 
commenced; and cone, with but few necessary exceptions, 
can be, till the financial policy of tlie country is changed^— 
Cincinnati Chronicle, 

jfn item ofBunneta on the Bail Road—On Tuesdsy 
last, 16 cars of the *'Chambcrsburgh lino," under the direc- 
tion of E. D. Heid; left this place at 4 o'clock. P.M. ibr 
Green-Castlc, were loaded with 460 bbls. of flour, at the 
warehouse of Thos. M'Cauley, returned same evening, and 
by next morning the flour was cleared for Philadelphia. — 
Franklin Repository, 

Fishing Bounties, — ^The amount paid at tho custom 
house (Barnstable) in a certain week to the owners and 
crows of 280 Codfishing vessels was $58,776 73. 
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BritUh StallBlici^ 

EjTportt nfBritisA and Jrish AJanufaclurct and Produce 

in the year 1838. 

Cotton Manufactures • - -£16,715,857 

do. Twist and Yarn* - - 7,431,869 



Woollen Manu&ctnree 

Lineti do. 

Bilk do. 

Iron and Steel • <• 

Hardware and Cutlery 

Brass and Copper Manufactures 

Tin and Pewter 

Apparel, Slops, &c. 

Anns and Ammunition 

Bacon, Beef and Pork - 

Beer and Ale 

Books and Stationery, - 

Butter and Cheese - 

Coals - - - 

Cordage • • • 

Earthoiware and Glais - 

Fish, (Herrings) 

Hats, Beaver and Fdt • 

Lead and Shot • 

I<eather wrought and uitwrought 

Machinery • • . 

Painters' Colours 

Plate, Jewellery and Watches 

Salt . . • . 

Soap and Candles • 

Sugar, refined • 

Wool, (Shcq) and Lamb*s) - 

All other Articles 



24,147,726 

8,994,613 

3,566,435 

777,280 

2,535,692 

1,498,327 

1,221,732 

56l/)23 

1,100,377 

338,727 

201,055 

817,359 

362,^78 

280,660 

485,950 

94,639 

1,028,627 

135,916 

92,078 

154,126 

861,8^^ 

627,430 

177.780 

240,584 

223,456 

351,130 

553,247 

434,906 

2,201,280 



Of the above there 

Europe and Islands - 
Asia and do. 
Africa and do. 
Australia, &lc, • 
British North America 
United States - 
Mexico and South America • 
West Indies 



Export! in 1837 
1836 



£50,060,970 

$240,292,656 
were exported to-^ 

• £22,065,069 

6.273,643 

- 1 ,365,452 
1,352,822 

• 1,992,457 
7,585,760 

- 4,726,905 
4,708,972 



£50,060,970 

- £42,069,245 
53,293,979 



* The quantity of Cotton Twiat and Yam exported 
•mounted to 1 14,696,602 Iba. And then were shipped to— 
Germany .... 35,523,276 lbs. 

Holland .... 21,757,913 

RuMin 19,794,501 

Icily • . . . 13^29.923 

Vol 11,-21 



Nauunal Debt, (Jan. 5, 1339,) 



Annual interest and charges 

Reveitue — 1838. 

Customs - - - - 

Excise - - - - 

Stamps, Hackney Coaches, dec 
Taxes ^ - - . 

Post Office - - . - 

Sundries ... 



Other receipts at the Treasury 



JExpetiditure, 

Intel est and management of Permanent 
Terminable Annuities 
Interest on Exchequer Bills 
Civil List - - - 

Annuities and Pensions - 
Salaries and Allowances 
Diplomatic Salaries and Pensions 
Courts of Justice 
Charges on Consolidated Fund • 
Army - - - 

Navy - - . - 

Ordnance . . - 

Miscellaneous ... 
Insunection in Canada, (Army, &c.) 



- £761,347,690 
$3,651,468,912 

- £28,665,503 
$137,210,410 

-£23,210,881 

14,750,521 

. 7,212,487 

3,903,085 

- 2,346,278 

472,502 

£51,895,764 
228,717 

£62,124,471 
$250,197,461 

Debt £24,355,344 

- 4,183,966 

72J,928 
385,621 
- 609,544 
213,352 
182,028 
791,728 
222,884 

- 6,815,641 
4,520,428 

- 1,384,681 
2,792,639 

600,000 



£52,566,289 
$252,318,187 



British East Indies 

China 

Turkey - 

Egypt and Syria 

Sumatra, Java^ dec. 

Sweden 

Nofway • 

Denmark 

France - 

Portugal 

Gibraltar 

British North America 

United States - 

Mexico 

Other Countries • 

Total 

Valued at - 



10,710,136 

3,851,365 

4,689,660 

1,231,999 

621,880 

808,973 

226,454 

•116,970 

113,627 

895,503 

108,712 

362,620 

1 10,236 

311,903 

1,121,166 

114,596,602 Ibfc 



£7,431,869 

$35,772,971 

Average about 31 cents per pound. 

The quantity of Cotton Wool entered ibr home conaump* 
tion in 1838, waa 460,756,023 Iba. of which 389,679,134 
lbs. cune from the United Statea, 
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MExMORIAL OP AMERICAN MERCHANTS AT CANTON. 



[MARriTy 



MEnORIAI. 

Off Iflercliaiits of IJ. 8. at Can! on, China. 

To the honourable the Sei*ate and House of lirpresmta- 
tit^et of the United Stutstftn Congrest assembled. 

The undereigned, native citiiens of the United States, 
resident at the port of Canton, in China, beg leave to present 
thiri our memorial. 

That, upon the twenty-sccond day of March last, wejvere, 
in common with the resident foreigners of all nations, made 
prisoners in our factories and surrounded by armed men and 
boats ; deprived of our servants, and cut off from all coramu- 
nication with our ships at Whampoa, Lintin, and Macao; 
by which means, together with the threatened forfeiture of 
life if his arbitrary exactions were not complied with, a com- 
miasioner from the Imperial Government at Pekin has i»uc- 
cceded in wresting from residents here upwards of twenty 
thousand chesta of British owned opium, which may be 
Yoloed at more than ten millions of dollars. We have, also, 
been threatened with severe but undefined penalties for re- 
fusing to sign a bond by which all concerned in a vessel that 
may hereafter be found bringing opium to China are required 
to be given up to the authorities for punishment by deatli. 

The occasion for these acta of violence and aggression on 
the part of the Chinese €rovemment is an extensive opium 
trade, of the rise and progress of which we propose to submit 
a brief review : 

Opium had been for many years imported into China at 

an established rate of duty until about the year I SCO, at which 

time the then reigning Emperor prolubit^nl its. introduction; 

it was, however, subsequently openly delivered from vessels 

stationed at Whampoa until about the year 1821, when the 

opium-receiving vessels were expelled from the river and 

took their stations at Lintin, where (he trade has since been 

carried on with the knowledge and consent of the chief local 

authorities, and with little interruption, rapidly increasing in 

amount and value, as shown by Uie following statement : 

In the year 1816-7 were sold .3,2 1 chests, for $ •,6r)7,r03 

1822-3 f),822 7,988,930 

18:7-8 9,535 10,426,075 

1832-3 23,670 15,3.32,759 

In 1833-34, the opium trade in foreign vessels (chiefly 
British) along the whole coast of China, eastward of Canton, 
began to assume an importance which has greatly increased 
until the present crisis. 

In 1836 it was announced to the foreign residents that the 
imperial councils nt Pekin proposed to admit opium at a 
fixed rate of duty, as was done prior to tlie year IhOO ; the 
high officers of this as well as of several otiier provinces, me- 
morialized the Emperor, recommending the adoption of the 
proposed measure ; and so little doubt was entertained, either 
by the resident foreigners or by the best informed of the na* 
tive merchants, that it would speedily take effect, that ar- 
rangements were made for an increased production of the 
drug in India to an extent that, had the trade been suffered 
to continue without interruption, the amount of opium that 
would have found purchasers in China during the present 
season of 1839-40, would not have fallen short of about forty 
thousand chests. 

Edicts and proclamations have from time to time been 
promulgated, prohibiting the opium trade, but notwithstand- 
ing these, the highest officers in the province have not only 
connived at the smuggling or introduction of the drug by the 
Chinese, receiving a fee or duty varying from twenty to sev- 
enty dollars per chest, but they have been active participators 
therein ; and it is a well known fact, that a large amount of 
the opium delivered at Lintin, has been delivered to boats 
belonging to, nnd bearing the flags of the Governor, thellop- 
po, or collector of customs, and other high officers of the 
province. The increase of this trade *sincb 1817 is of itself 
sufficient evidence, that it has been favoured by the fostering 
care as well as by the connivance of tlio officers of govern* 
ment, and the circumstance, that during the past six months 
the sale of opium to the Chinese has almost ceased, shows 
cleariy that whenever it pleases this government to abolish 
the trade, they possess ample power oxer Iheir own people 
to do It effectually. 



We haTe no wish to ace a renv«l of the «pram'tTade ; to 
the contrary, before the iidoption of the violent measures that 
have given occasion for the present mcmoiial, we had. most 
of us, signed a voluntary pledge, that, believing in the sincer- 
ity of thb government in their efforts to destroy the trade, 
we would in future abstain from dealing in the drug. AVe 
are alive to the fact, that during t..e last five yeata, Great 
Britain and her Indian possessions have drawn from thi« 
empire thirty to thirty-five millions of dcrflars in gold and sil- 
ver, and forty to forty- hve millions of dollars in teas, raw 
silk, etc., in exchange for a dnig which has been productive 
of much evil and of scaroely a single good to the Cbineie; a 
drug, the introduction of which we have reason 1o fear 1»m 
degraded the foreign chararter in the estimation of the better 
portion of the Chinese. And whether we view the subject 
in a moral and philanthropic light, or merely as a rommer* 
cial question, we are extremely desirous to see the importa* 
tion and consumption of opium in China entirely at an end. 

We cannot, however, perceive the slightest ground for 
justification of the robbery committed upon British subjerls 
here, nor for the detention of the persons, slups and property 
of those who are enth'ely disconnected from the obnoxious 
trade. The measures of the Imperial Government shoukl 
have been directed first against its own officers, who ha\e 
been engaged and most active in the trade ; but taking ad- 
vantage of the unprotected state of the foreign community of 
Canton, the commissioner has proceeded in his high handed 
measures, regardless alike of the respect due to the represen- 
tatives of foreign powers resident in Canton, and of tlie hws 
or custonM and usages that have heretofore been observed 
and considered the chief guaranties for the safety of the for- 
eign trade. 

If, as it is confidently believed, the British GovemnMnt 
should determine to demand explanation and satisfaction for 
the outrages committed upon Her Majesty's officers and sub- 
jects resident here, her naval force may find it necessary td 
refort to a blockade of the chief ports and rivers upon the 
coast, and to interrupt an immense coasting trade in grain, 
salt, and oih:r merchandise which is transported from the 
southern provinces of the empire, Formosa, &e , to the more 
northern ports for the supply of the less pnidnctive vicinity 
of Pekin. A perscverence in these measures, it Is believed, 
would in a very few months reduce the Chinese Government 
to a willingnci-s to li&ten to all the just and reasonable de- 
mands of the foreign power, while the conrcquencc of suffer- 
ing the present attack to pass without remonfttrance or redress, 
we cannot doubt, will bo such an aggravation of eiibting 
evils as would lead to constant interruptions of the tiadc, if 
not eventually to the total expulsion of foreign commerce 
from the empire. 

We would, therefore, with all deference and respect, ex- 
press our opinions that the United States Government should 
take immediate measures; and, if deemed advisable, to act in 
concert with the Governments of Great Britoin, France, and 
Holland, or either of them, in their endeavours to establis4i 
commercial relations with this empire upon a safe and hon- 
' ourable footing, such as exists between all friendly powers 
and by direct appeal to the Imperial Government at Pekin to 
obtain a compliance with the following among other impor- 
tant demands : 

Permission for foreign envoys to reside near the court at 
Pekin, on the terms and with all the privileges accorded at 
other courts, through whom appeal may be made to the Im- 
perial Government in cases of difficulty witli the local au- 
thorities in the prosecution of our commercial pursuits. 

2d. The promulgation of a fixed tariff of duties on articles, 
both of import and export, from which no deviation ahaJl be 
allowed imder any pretext whatever. 

3d. A sj'stem of bonding warehouses, or some regulations 
permitting the transhipment of such goods as it may be de- 
sirable to re-export for want of a market in China. (See 
Note fl.) 

4th. The liberty of trading at other port or ports in China 
other than that of Canton. (See Note b.) 

5th. Compensation for the losses caused by tlie stoppage 
of the whole legal trade of the port and the consequent ds- 
tention of vessels and property ; with a guaranty against ihs 
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raeorvence of similftr atbitmry acta, and aecurity for the free 
egreit from Canton and other porta, of all penmnn not guilty 
of crimes or civil oflenoea at any and at all timei. 

6th. That until the Chinese laws are distinctly made 
known and recognised, the punishment for wrongs commit- 
ted by foreigners upon the Chinese or othen shall not I o 
greater than is applicable to the like oflfence by the laws of 
the United States or England; nor shall any punishment be 
inflicted by the Chinese auth<)rities upon any foreigner, until 
the guilt of the party shall have been fairly and clearly 
proved. 

Should our government determine to abstain from any in- 
terpo^tiiion in the aflkirs of it4 citizens in China, the under- 
signed beg leave to represent tlie necejsity whi^ will exist 
fir the appointment of an a^ent or commissioner qualified 
by his commercial and general information, with a suflicient 
nav<il force to protect our commerce (soo Note c,) and our 
persons from being held respon^nble fur the acts of lawless 
tradeni and the hostile operations of a British or other foreign 
fleet, or at least to prevent any paper blockade from interfer- 
ing with our commerce, as well as to secure a participation 
in my privilcgea which this Government may hereafter be 
induced to concede to other powers. 

For details of occurrences and confirmation of the justness 
of the viewH we entertain, we beg leave to refer your honour- 
Me bodies to the documents that will have been forwarded 
to the Btate Department at Washington by the United States 
ooosut, P. W. Snow, Esq ; and we take pleasure in the op- 
portunity of expressing our entire approbation of the course 
adopted by that gentleman in his correspondence and inter- 
course with the local authorities, under circumstances of 
^iBiculty^nd exposed to danger, which, perhups we need 
not urge, merits the consideration of his government. 

In conclusion, we have but to express our candid convic- 
tion, that the appearance of a naval force from the United 
Slates, En Inland, and France, upon the coast of < /hina, would, 
without bloodshed, obtain from this government such ac- 
knowledgments and treaties as would not only place our 
oommeree upon a secure footing, but would be mutually 
beneficial, and gre«tly increase the extent and importance 
of our rolatfons with this empire. 

NOTES. 

(a.) The demands urged in the first, second, and third 
articlea, are rendered nocesaary by the rapacity of the local 
officers who farm Iheir ofl&oes from the Imperial Government, 
paying therefor large sums of money in addition to the reve* 
nues raised upon the trade and productions of the province ; 
nd when it is known tliat a frequent change of officers is 
practised, and that each incumbent accumulates great wealth, 
the extent of fraud and extortion may perhaps be imagined. 

(6.) We have but now experienced the unhappy conse- 
quences of residing at a distance of near ten miles from tlio 
foreign ship).ing, which Is anchored at a distance of thirty 
miles from the sea, and escape prevented by suflicient fortifi- 
cations at the mouth of the ri^er. 

(r.) A comparison of the American trade to China, with 
that upon the coast of South America, will show the veiy 
great importance of the former, and prove its claims upon 
government for protection. 
RusBBLL Stvroiail, R. B. For BBS, 

W. Dblaro, Jr., A. A. Low, 

Gtnro^ Ntk, Jr., Edward Kiaio, 

8. B. RkxrtT., 3 18, Rtat, 

Of Ruttel //. 

Dated Canton, May 25, 1839. 

JtuHona^^U is a lemarkable fact that the farmen of fiftyp 
eight counties in Indiana, can transport Iheir productions 
from their own do^re by wster in flat boats to market. Six* 
teen are boumled or intersected by the WabaA : ten by the 
north branch of White river ; twenty by the south and Its 
forks, fourteen by the Ohio and its little tributaries, five by 
lake Michigan and St. Joseph's, and others by otl)er branchrs 
and erceka. From all pSutsofthe state* farmera and me* 
chaaics can prepwe their freights, an in the winter season 
ioftt cff to N«w Oileens or other markets, and retom ii| 
season for another yearV labour. 



The following statement of the sales of the public lands, 
from September 1833, to September 18 J9, is made by the 
commissioners of the land office : 

Acres. Dollara. 

Ohio, ^9,915/152 7.1 4,998,657 35 

Indiana 8,435,109 8/ 10,644,251 19 

Illinoi 8,554, i 60 32 1 0.689,838 83 

Mi*?ouri 4,667/257 79 6.i'60,665 60 

Alabama 5,646,898 81 7.171.777 34 

Mississippi, ^. 7,680,631 04 10,n4t,29i 15 

Louisiana, 2.258.9. 3 94 2,874,693 80 

Michigan 6.776.755 89 8,49(i,163 24 

Arkansas 3,547,733 58 4.464,155 66 

Wisconsin Ter. I 648,334 96 2,106,864 50 

Iowa Territory, 436,538 32 546,392 35 

Florida Territory, 374,323 37 467,889 70 



53,941,800 62 68,319,843 71 



It appears then, that from 1833 to September 1839, the 
quantity of public land sold, amounted to 53,941,800 acres, 
and the purchase money to $68,319,843. 

Since the labt annual report of the commissioners, Ihere 
have been prepared and forwarded to their respective flesti- 
nation, upwards of one hundred thousand patents for lands 
sold. 



The weekly average of wheat in England since (he last 
har\-est was gathercJ have been as follows— 

8. d. 

Week ending Septeml)er '6th. 71 9 

do. do. 13th 70 9 

do. do. 20th 69 8 

do. do. 27th 70 1 

do. October 4th 70 4 

do. do. nth 67 2 

do. do. 18th 65 6 

do. do. 25th 66 6 

do. November 1st. ...^ 66 5 

do. do. 8th 67 4 

do. do. 15th 68 A 

do. do. 22nd 69 

do. do. 29th 67 1 

do. December 5th 66 3 

do. do. 13th 65 8 

do. do. 20th 66 8 

[PAi/o. Com. List, 



Great Bntain and^meriean 7r%aZertd— Captain Bnl* 
ler, of wbale ship Pacific, of Fairhaven, arrived at New 
Bedford, on Thunday, states, that he was informed by the 
inhabitants at King George's Sound, that the ship Tusca* 
loose, of New Bedford, Capt Uussey, went, in June last, 
into Two People's Bay for the purpose of taking whales. 
While there, H. B. M. ship of war Herald, came in and or* 
dered Capt. Hussey to leave, threatening to amk him or ^end 
a shot through his boats, unless he got under weigh within 
twenty-four hours. Capt Butler further states that the in* 
habitants of Swan River and Hobart Town had petitioned 
for a man of war to be stationed on the coast to prevent 
American ships from whaling in the neighbouring watens, 
and to drive them from their Bays. 



QFFICIAL.^TREASURY NOTES. 



Treatury Deparimentp\ 
March 2, 1840. 5 



Amount of Treasury notes issued under the proviiionji of 

-the acts of Congress i>f October 1?, 1837; 21st of May, 

1838, and second of March, 1839, |19.567,086 22 

Of this amount there haa been redeemed, 17,390,104 ^5 

Living the amount ^tatanding about $2,176,081 9r 

ILEVl WOODBURT, 
i3ecrct«ry of the TreasDry. 
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COMMERCE OF THE Ulf ITEl) STATES. 



[MAmca, 



COnnDSBCi: of the VBTITCD STATESt 

Appended to the Report of the Secretary of the Treasary, which we have already paUkhed on page 17. 

Bxporta of the United Statet, commencing on the Ut of Octbber, 1789, and ending- on the 30th September, 1998. 



EXPORTED TO. 



— I 



1790 

1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1616 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 



Great Britain 
and depen- 
dencies. 



France 
and depen- 
dencies. 



$9,246^62 
7,963,4liS 
8,192,328 
8,431,239 
8,175,211 
9,218,540 
23,164,545 
9,212,335 
17,086,189 
26,546,987 
27,310,289 
42,132/)32 
23,925,09 1- 
25,369,073 
21,829,802 
23,047,386 
23,229,936 
31,015,623 
5,183,297 
8,105,839 
16,555,488 
21,881,555 
10,270,969 
2,422 
10,710 
21,589,868 
39,184,598 
43,468,242 
46,717.832 
29,741,739 
28,893.915 
26,522,572 
30,041,337 
27,571,060 
28,027,845 
44,217,525 
28,980,020 
32,870,465 
27,000,209 
28,071,084 
31,647,881 
39,901,379 
37,268,556 
39,782,240 
50,797,650 
60.167,699 
'64,487,560 
'61,217,485 

.58,843,392 

I 



$4,668,902 
4,298,762 
5,674,630 
7,050,498 
5,353,681 
12,653,635 
11,623,314 
12,449,076 
6,941,486 
2,780,504 
5,163,833 
11,261,751 
14,475,537 
8,245,013 
12,776,111 
21,072,747 
18,575,812 
19,196,589 
4^41,435 
15,043 
137,630 
2,317,876 
3,158,884 
4,277,650 
494,626 
8,727,637 
12,138,135 
12,434,818 
14,490,589 
11,042,201 
9,111,215 
6,474,718 
7,075,332 
9,568,924 
10,552,304 
11,891.326 
12,106,429 
(3,565,356 
12,098,341 
12,832,304 
11,806,238 
9,882,679 
13/244,698 
14,424,533 
16,111,442 
20,335,066 
21,441,200 
20,255,346 
16,252,413 



Spain 

and depen< 

denciea. 



Nether- 
lands and 
dependen- 



cies. 



Sweden Denmark 

& depen- an J depen- 

dencies. I dencies. 



Portugal 
and depen- 
dencies. I 



China, 



fl7,240| $22§,415 $1,233.4^2 



$1,9^9,421 $1,925,981 
1,301,286| 1,634,825 
1,769,618 2,402,180 
2,237,950 3,169,53(1 
4,055,705 5,898,515 
4,714,864 2,884,817i 894,8521 1,962,^^1 



21,866 Sl77,273 

166,146 573,890 

310,427 870,508 

381,784 1,298,899 



3,650,678 7,875,364 1,096,407 
6,632,352 9,384,896 898,315 



8,740.553 
17,421,402 
15,600,606 
13,610,816 
11,227,859 

4,533,539 



7,420,650 733,462 

5,851,503 733,597 

5,669,016! 562,685 

6,922,372 232,208 



1,039,696 .... 
1,018,643 

997,590 

1,024,241! 

764,285 $1,023,242 



415,586 

4,317,394 

10,546,535 



5,966,858 275,256 
5,523,423 265,470 

6,728,126; 16,447,417 691,975 
12,672,768 17,835,216 406,043 
14,809,072*20,499,519, 857,030 
18,224,720' 17,590,043 1,422^88 

5,949,903 2,758,587 1 234,455 
10,318,034 1,313,270 9,085,517 
14,941,942 174,078 7,902,001 
12,572388 .... 1,664,178 

9,287,850 30,747 2,1,36,996 
10,1 13,436 29,160 2,608,322 

4,374,572 27,581 1,357,139 

6,230,960 4,580,858 1.021,695 

8,589,718 5,609,524 760,352 

8,423,936 5,785,318 542.723 

7,556,913 7,215,477| 465,316 

8,108,259 4,830,114, 554,135 

6,840,024 7,688,336, 646,866; 2,469,638 

7,218,265 6,092,061; 777,407 2,327,882 

8,438,212 5,801,839 921,434 2,434,046 



2,675,509 
2,637,509 
2,901,511 
4,348,839 
2,114,442 
1,581,186 
1,721,485 
1,892.896 
3,346,623 
4,037,454 
4,260,855 



569,448 

474,014 

729,089 

857,751 

1,265,844 

1,718,759 

2,160,701 

2^06.548 

2,496,866 

2,106,409 

2,521,996 



4,629,317 1,687,616 



539,647 

8,312,897 

7,679,210 

444,898 11,466,150 

137,260 9,899,620 

10,687,928 

591,669 

2,281,101 



10,963,398 7,767,075 558,291' 1,956,071 



15,367,278 
5,840.720 
6,687,351 
7,321,991 
7,204,627 
6,888,094 
6,049,051 
6,661,420 
6,399,193 
6,506,<m 
6,296,556 
7,069,279 
8,081,668 
7.604,002 



3,617,389 
5,895,499 
4,794,070 
3,826,674 
3,083,359 
4,622,120 
4,662,437 
3,096,609 
6,036,466 
3,566,361 
4,678,739 
4,411,053 
4,799,157 
4,285,767 



569,428, 2,183,252 
569,550; 2,701,088 
358,380 2,412,875 
850377 2,404,822 
1,106,954 3,348,167 
957,948 2,311,174 
961,729 2,014,085 
640,078 2,000,793 
616,140 2,207,551 
420,069 1339,834 
404,741 1 1,867,114 
602,593; 1,780,496 
700,386; 2,122,469 
607,523. 1,640,173 



7,684,006. 3,772,206, 355,862 1,299,927 



682,742 

1,340,652: 2,270,389 

2,090,224{ 1,834,823 

1,729,348 2,898,177 

2,040,732' 2,263,580 

' 1325,751 

436,700 

427,491 

248,648 

618,836 

408,160 

313,553 

357,370 

291,614 

322,91 1 

279,799 

294,383 

296,218 

42236 1 

322,496 

621,413 

191,007 

423,706 

232,131 



1362,860 
387,310 
261,795 
595,249 
1,047,386 
1,374,606 
877,267 
172,496 
198,601 
322,075 
387,116 
197,260 

918.022 
319,479 
631,060 
184327 

61,228 

488,695 
1,034,764 

648,660 
1,768,698 
1386372 
1,479,701 
4,290360 
5335368 
4336361 
5,301,171 
53703I6 
2,566,644 
3364,406 
1,482,802 
1,364,862 

742,193 
1,290,835 
I36O322 
1,433,759 
1,010,483 
1,868,680 
1,194,264 

630391 
1316,603 



Hanse 
Towns. 



$478350 

426369 

116,071 

1306384 

3,992382 

9355324 

9307,447 

9389358 

14363,343 

17,144,400 

8,012,846 

10316,197 

6,229,492 

3379,732 

4,475,007 

3,232308 
6,424324 
3,160,283 
2293I6 
2392,643 
1,136388 



13386 

2,236,673 

3,634,500 

3,345,631 

3,333318 

3,529,172 

2,591,275 

2,132,544 

2.505315 

3,169,439 

1363,273 

3,121,033 

2,116,697 

3,013,185 

2395,261 

3,277,160 

2,274380 

2392,172 

4,088313 

3,903,296 

4369,674 

3,528,276 

4,363,882 

3,754349 

3,391,646 



(a) Before the revolution, we had no trade with China; but it gradually became important, and, in 1821 and 188?, 
had swelled in exports to Canton to five millions of dollars. According to a report of the Brhisfa Parltament, made in 
1833, (and some American captains were examined as to the fact^.} it was ascertaiDed that oor trade was eqoal to tfarepr 
foutha of that of the East India Companf. 
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C0MMERC6 OF THE UNn'ED STATES. 



Its 



TABLE COMTI.irUED. 



r 



e 
8 



1790 

1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

iSOO 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 



EXPORTED TO— Conlinued. 



Runia. 



$3,570 
4,669 



66,221 
47,381 

3,450 
60,732 
46,030 
• • « • 

9,136 
73,721 



71,372 

12,407 

445,217 

842,261 

3,975,698 

6.137,657 

1,746,597 

51,150 

460 

574,549 

706,844 

640,393 

441,010 

629,621 

1,382,321 

628,894 

529,081 

648,734 

231,981 

287,401 

174,648 

382,244 

450,495 

386,226 

416,675 

462,766 

682,682 

703,805 

330,694 

585,447 

911,013 

1,306,732 

1,048,289 



West Indies, 
generally. 



$59,434 

229.496 

399.559 

994,118 

1,543,348 

3,367,942 

1,508,044 

248,121 

92,020 

115.631 

372,932 

1,261,122 

1,704,404 

3,224,294 

3,496,947 

1,754,952 

1,566,501 

469,005 

124,450 

360,931 

1,289,274 

1,042,565 

45,259 

9,456 

1.933,465 

2,291,097 

3,513,766 

3,587,018 

2,308,709 

2,508,956 

560,513 

540,060 

613,690 

599,884 

669.668 

617,869 

466,860 

460,197 

369,619 

247,121 

635,627 

562.954 

367,773 

408,643 

450,516 

613,996 

467,567 

339,052 



Tenaa. 



« • • 
« • • 

• • • 

• • t 

• • • 



• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 



Mexico. Colombia. 






• . • 

. • . 
. • • 



* • • . 
.... 
. • * • 
« * • . 



... * 
.  * • 
* • . • 

* .  • 



$1,007,928 
1,247,880 



$6470,144 
6,281,050 
4,173,257 
2,886,484 
2,331,151 
4,837,458 
6,178,218 
3.467,541 
6,408,091 
6,265,053 
9,029,221 
6,041,635 
3,880,323 
2,164,097 



$2,239,255 

1,952,662 
914,534 
884,524 
767,348 
496.990 
658,149 

1,117,024 
967,543 
795,567 

1,064,016 
829.256 

1,080,119 
724,739 



Central i Brazil. 
America. ' 



.... 

* * • • 

• • • • 
.... 



 . • • 
.... 

• • • * 
. . • • 

• • • • 



$99,622 
119,774 
224,772 
159,272 
239,854 
250,1 18 
306,497 
335,307 
675,616 
184,149 
183,793 
189,518 
167,663 
243,040 



• * « . 

• . . . 



.... 
• . . . 
. . .  

.... 



$1,381,760 
1,463,929 
1,341,390 
2,301,904 
2.393,754 
2,200,349 
1,863,806 
1,988,705 
1,929,927 
1,843,238 
2,076,095 
2.064,794 
3,272.101 
2,059,351 
2,608,656 
3,094,936 
1,743,209 
2,267,194 



Argentine 
Republic. 



9 • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 



$673,620 
379,340 
161,204 
154,228 
626,052 
629,887 
669,779 
923,040 
699.728 
971,837 
708,918 
384,933 
266,008 
236,666 



Chili. 



.... 

• • • t 

• • • • 

•  . • 

• • *  



• . • • 

. . • • 

• • • . 

• • . • 
• . . . 
• . . . 
 • • • 
. . • « 

• • • a 

• • • • 

.... 

• « . • 

•  . . 

.... 

• • • • 

• . • • 



$921,438 
1,447.498 
1,702,601 
2,629,402 
1,421.134 
1,536,114 
1,368,156 
1,221,119 
1.463.940 
1,476,365 
941,884 
937,917 
1,487,799 
1,370,264 



Canal Tofft. — We take the following statement from a 

Pittsburg paper : 

Charges and expenses on transporting one 
barrel of flour from Beaver Falls to Pitts- 
burg 25 cents. 

Commission on drayage, Pittsburg € 

Charges and expenses from Pittsburg td 

Philadelphia, by canal and railroad,. ... 1 SO 



Piobable charge and expense of transpor- 
tation on the Pennsylvania and Ohio 
canal, and Ohio canal from B^vei Falls 
to CleYelaod, ,....: 



1 81 



Commission to Cleveland, 

Actual cost of sending a barrel of flour 
from Cleveland to New York, by Lake, 
New York canal and Hudson river,. . . . 



6 
95 



1 41 



40 cents. 



The annual report of the Mohawk and Hudson Railroad 
Company shows that during the year 1839 the nett profits 
of the Road were $64,917 06 — ^belng nearly six and a half 
per cent, on the capital. The committee who made the re- 
port propose improvements and retrenchments which will 
place the company in a still stronger position, and insure a 
further incrvase of dividenda. 



166 



REPORT OF THE BALTIMORE AND WILMINGTON^ RAILROAD CO. 



[M^BCSp 



The Second Annual Report 

Of the PhilaJe'phia, Wilmington and Baltimore Rail^ 
read Company, oince the umou of the con^tititent Com- 
pmmee. 

Jannaiy 13, 1840. 
To the Stockholilen of the 

Philadelphia, WUnungton and Baltimore R. R. Co» 

Acconling to the requisition of the charter, the Board of 
Directors of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore 
Railroad Company, Bubmit the following Annual Statement 
for the year ending the 3 let of December, 1 839. 

The increase of the number of stockholders during the 
last y^ar, renders it necessary to advert to the organization of 
the present corporation. Uy reference to the map of tlie 
road it will be perceived that the line of railway extendi 
through portions of three different States, and is ninety-eight 
miles in length : to obtain the franchises required for its con- 
struction, legislative enactments of each of the States were 
neoedSary ; these at dilTercnt times were obtained, by which 
four companies were incorporated for the purpose of making 
the roads. 

'J 'wo of the companies were merged together as one, before 
the completion of their respective works. 

The aidvantages which would result from a combination of 
the powers of the original institutions were perceived by the 
difierent boards of direction before the completion of- their 
several divisions, and applications were early made to tlie 
Legisbtures for authority to unite their disjointed interests 
without diminishing their chartered rights. For this purpose 
enactments, empowering an union of the companies, were 
obtained from the Legislatures. On opening the railwnys for 
general me, the necessity became manifest of an unity of in- 
terest, and a consoUdatioa of the powers of the companies for 
a ^stematic direction of purposes. 

On the 6th of February, 183S, commissionerB appointed 
by the stockholdera of each company, agreed on certain arti- 
des of union, which were afterwards unanimously approved 
and adopted by their constitnents, by which the original com- 
panies were consolidated into the present Corporation; 

The past year has not been unattended with disaster to the 
compMiy; the great freshet of the 26th of January last, 
carried away a portion of the Newkirk viaduct, over the 
Schuylkill River. This injury may be attributed to the un- 
finished condition of one of tt.e eastern piers; the old fluat- 
ing bridge which was swept by the 6ood from its moorings 
against this unfinished pier, obstructed the passage of the ice 
and drift vood, until, by their accumulation, and the washing 
by the force of the under current, of the earth from around 
the foundation of the pier, it was overthrown, carrying with 
it a portion of the superstructure. This occurrence tested 
fully the security of the other parts of the work ; the two 
draw piers in the centre of the nver, opposed at that time Uie 
whole force of the current, without further injury than tlie 
defacing of a portion of the stone work of one, by the boats 
and materia! which were hurled against it by the violence of 
the stream. The injuries which the road sustained by this 
storm, prevented, for a few weeks, the travel by the railroad 
between Philadelphia and Wilmington ; they were, however, 
soon repaired, a temporary bridge placed across the river, and 
the travel over the whole line renewed. 

The viaduct has since been entirely repaired, a new pier 
built in lieu of the one carried away, which is now effectually 
secured, as originally designed, by wharfing and piling. The 
bridge, together with the other injuries which the road sus- 
tained OD that occasion have all been efiectually repaired at a 
cost not exoeeding $ 1 5,000. 

The improvements of the southern sections of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, and their increasing population, will 
render it desirable, in a short time, that the Newkirk viaduct 
should be toll free ; this subject has already claimed the at- 
tention of the Philadelphia county Board, who have author^ 
ized the commis<ioners of the county to negotiate with the 
company. A communication was received from the county 
commissioners, as eariy as last May, inviting attention to the 
sulject, and proposing to contract for the passage of all onlt- 



naiy travel over the bridge, free of toll for ever. The DiieD' 
tors declined a negotiation at that time, as the imurics which 
the bridge had sustained, were not then repaired ; thej have 
at all times, however, been disposed to consider ftvourably of 
the proposition. The advantages the bridge will yield to the 
southern districts of Philadelphia, by giving a convenient 
avenue of communication to the inhabitants of that section, 
and the adjoining counties, are known to the Directora, and 
although the future annual revenue of the new bridge may 
be estimated at twelve or fifreen thousand dollars, from the 
fact that the tolls collected for the psst eight months, that 
even the old floating bridge has been passable, have amounted 
to $5,515. Yet they would deem h advisable to negotiate 
with the commissioners on fair terms, provided the absc^ote 
control and superintendence of the bridge be retained in the 
company, that the travel by The raibroad over the bridge may 
not, by neglect, be impeded or endangered. All the bridges 
along the line of the road, are under the careful supervision 
of a competent superintendent : the long bridges over the 
Bush and Gunpowder rivers have been lately carefully exam- 
ined, and new ice fenders placed around the foundations for 
their proteclion ; sll of them are reported, by a committee of 
the board having supervision (ft ihe subject, in the best pos- 
sible condition for the purposes designed. 

The roadway may be considered, at present, in better con- 
dition than when first opened for travel, as the heavy em> 
bankments have thoroughly settled, and require now no more 
repairs than that portion of the road located on level ground ; 
and the washings or slides from the sides of excavations have 
bfcome less frequent, as the sufface of the soil has become 
hardened by time, thereby lessening the necessity of clear- 
ing the ditches at die base of the slopes, and consequently 
decreasing, gradually, a heavy item of expense. The atten- 
tion of the superintendent in keeping the road properly 
drained, and the slightest dilapidation of the railway imm^ 
diately repaired, has placed, and will maintain the superstruc- 
ture in an admirable condition of usefulness. The peculiar 
construction of the road, it having no very heavy grades, and 
its few curvatures being of a Urge radius, will prevent any 
sudden or serious injtiry to the machinery or railway, by the 
friction of the passing trains. The road engines and can 
are all at present in good and proper condition for the services 
required. 

In consequence of the absence of the engineer of the road 
in Eutope, we are unable to give a detailed report of the 
manner of construction, and amounts of excavation, embank- 
ment, and bridging of the road. Some particulare relative 
to its character may not prove irrelevant ; seve«l kinds of 
rails have been adopted for difierent sections of the route, tn 
all of which, strength, and consequent permanence, have 
been made essential requisites. The bridge rail, weigfaoig 
40 lbs. per yard ; the T rail, weighing 56 lbs. per yard ; and 
the heavy bar rail, 1 j inches in thickness, by 2j inches in 
breadth, weighing 40 lbs. per yard, are used throughout the 
whole, with the exception of a portion of the route between 
Philadelphia and Wilmington, upon which the heavy plate 
bar has been laid. 

The superatructure of the road oonsiste of longitudinal 
sills, connected by cross-ties of locust, red cedar, or seasoned 
white oak, and surmounted by longitudinal string pieces of 
Carolina heart pine, on which is laid the uon laiL Upon 
the greater part of the road, however, the strength of the 
iron bar is such, as to render unnecessary the use of the lon- 
gitudinal siring piece, the bar being supported by the crose- 
tie alone. 

Between the city of Wilmington and the Susquehanna 
river, the roadway is graded thirty-five foet in width with 
superior bridging, all but one being built of the moat sub- 
stantial stone masonry and brick arehes, making them secure 
from risk of fire. Upon other portions of the road, the sur- 
fooe width is twenty-five feet, having, Aroughout neariy the 
whole length of the line, a surface graded sufiidently wide 
for two tracks of railway. The whole distence was con* 
tracted for and finished, by difierent oontractore, in various 
quantities of from five to ten miles in extent, and amounte 
from #10,000 to $60,003. The followmg are the average 
rates of prices paid for hibonrand material. 
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jMbour, 

Excavation, 12} cenU per cubic yard. 
Embankment, 12^ do. do. 
Rock blasting, 60 do. do. 

Culvert masoniy, |1,80 per perch, containing 25 cubic 
feet. 

Bridgo masonry, $3 per percb, cont;iining 25 cubic feet. 
Lattice bridging, $20 per linear foot. 
King poat bridging, $9 do. 
Laying iron rails, 37 ^ cents per yard. 

•V/Zerifl/. 

Hemlock sills, $12 per thousand feet. 

Locust ties, 67 to 80 cents each. 

Yellow pine string pieces, 6 inches by 6 iudies^ from $13 
to $28 per thousand feet. 

8tone for bridges, culverts, 6lc^ 70 cents to $2,50 per 
perch. 

Railroad bara, $70 per ton— costs, &c. included. 

Cast iron chairs, 4^ cents per lb. 

Spikn, 9 cents per lb. 

Land damages, $250 per acre« 

Fencing, per pannel, $1 to $l,'26. 

lliese are the general charges for graduation and materials, 
co!lecled and averaged from the contracts on file at the com- 
pany's oflfice. 

It has been the object of this Corporation to estaltlish a 
convenient railroad communication between the cities of Phil- 
adelphia and Baltimore, to connect, by their works, the chain 
of railroads between the Atlantic, soutliern and western 
cities ; to give to the merchant, manufacturer, and traveller, 
a certain and expeditious avenue of transit for themselves and 
merchandise. These objects have been obtained by the enter- 
prise a.id perseverance of individuals in times of financial 
depression almost unparalleled, unaided by the subscription 
to a single share of the company's stock by the United States' 
government, or either of the States through which tlie im- 
provement passes. At the time of locating the routes of the 
road by the constituent companies, attention was had to a 
choice of the most direct line from city to city, and as near 
the intervening post-towns as was possible ; one of their ob- 
jects being the construction of a road available in summer 
and winter for the secure and speedy transmission of the 
travelling community, as well as the public mails. The em- 
barraasments which the Post Office Department had, before 
the construction of this road, always encountered in the con- 
veyance of the malls, from the risks of robber\', and crossing 
the Susquehanna river, and the almost impassable stale of the 
post roads between Philadelphia and Ualtiraore, during a 
portion of each year, had been a subjort of public complaint, 
and of serious annoyance to the Department It was, there- 
fore, confidently anticipated by the projectora of thk improve- 
ment, from the inception of their design, that Congress would 
aid, by appropriations, an undertaking which evidently would 
prove advantageous to the public, or at least, when completed 
by private subscriptions, that the Poat Office Department 
would favour it with the transportation of the mails, at a 
reasonable compensation ;— >for the two last years you are 
aware that the IJnitod States' government has availed itself 
of the advantages ofilered by the road. On the 20th of ianu- 
aiy, 1838, a contract was concluded between thfrPosI Office 
Department and this company, to continue until January 1 st, 
] 840, t^ the stipohitions of which it was agreed to cany one 
mafl daily to and from Philadelphia and Baltimore, and the 
intermediate poat towns on the line of the road. "The maib 
were to leave Baltimore daily, after the arrival of the southern 
mailfl, (which witoe limited to arrive there by 9} o'clock, A. 
MO ^od to airive at Philadelphia by 6 o'clock, P. M., and 
to depart from Philadelphia daily, any time after tho arrival 
of thie New York maila, (which were limited to arrive there 
by 5 o'dodi A. M.,) and to arrive at Baltimore by 3} o'dodL, 
P. M. ; for which service the Department agreed to pay the 
oooipany $27,600 per annam. Thia arrangementv during 
its ooQtinuance, is l&licved to have been satis&ctory to the 
Departmentt to the public, and to the caiiipany--to'the de- 
partment, by the faitbfuhiMS with which wa may venture to 



say &e company have discharged their duties; to the puldic* 
by the speedy and safe intercourse aflbrded by letter without 
the delays snd ribks of the former system of mail tranf porta* 
tion ; arid to thu company, as the hours required for the trans- 
mission of the mails by tho road permitted their being con- 
veyed by the passenger trains by daylight, thereby reducing 
the expenses incident to the £er\ices required, and rendering 
tlie compensation allowed a fairequivaUnL 

But the Postmaster General perceiving fiom the advan* 
tages enjoyed, that the mails coukl be further expedited by 
having the Mew York mails, which arrive at riiiladelphia 
about midnight, immediately fonvardrd to Baltimore by tho 
railroad, wi^out remaining at rhiladclphia until 7 o'clock 
in the morning, fur the starting of the | asscnger train, pro- 
posed to the directors the running of two daUy trains, con- 
veying the mails in each direction over the road; one 
leaving Philadelphia for Baltimore immediately on the arri- 
vals of the New York mails, at midnight, and the other at 
about twelve, hours afterwards; the southern mails leaving 
Baltimore for Philadelpliia, immediately on their arrivals from 
Washington at Baltimore: thus f ifccling a close connexion, 
without delay at either place. Tor this more than double 
rervice, the department offired no gi eater compensation 
than twenty-five hundred dollars more than that hertiofore 
annually received by the company. 1 his proposition the 
Board of Directors, with a proper view to the interests en- 
trusted to their charge, could not, with consistency, accept ; 
the increased bulk, and weight of the mails since the com- 
mencement of the conveyance by the railroad, and the pro* 
bability of a greater increase within the succeeding four 
years, for which it was proposed that the new contract should 
continue, induced the directors to consider that an advance of 
$2500 por annum on the first price, would no more than 
compensate the company for the continuation of iheir aer- 
vices under a contract similar in all other respects to the first, 
and would not be a sufficient remuneration for running two 
trains daily, and totally inadequate as such, for the conf equent 
, risk and responsibility of running a line by night, eiidusively 
\ for the mail, (as it would be unaccompanietl by parsengera, and 
the extra traina and labour which would be nrcrsearily emr 
\ ployed for that service, 'i'he Directors therefore declined the 
proposition, but proposed to renew the old contract for the 
I time desired, provided the compensation bo increased to 
. $30,000 per annum, (or $800 per mile, per annum, estiraa- 
' ting the distance from post office to post offie. at 1> miles.) 
j This proposal the department refused to accept. The Direo- 
I tors Btill anxious to accommodate the public by carrying the 
mails, proposed to continue the original contract on the same 
I terms as before, and at no increase of compensation over the 
I $27,500 per annum heretoforv allowed ; this also was dc- 
i dined. A proposition was then finally made in behalf of 
the company, to run one night train, carrying the maib, and 
leaving at midnight, on tho arrival of the New York mails, 
and to carry 'a mail with each day train which should be run, 
1 provided the hours of departure of each day train should he 
at the discretion of the company, and the compensation to be 
allowed should be suffident to remunerate the additional 
hazard and expense. The department, to this pmpoaition, 
declined increasing the amount of compensation beyond $300 
per mile, per annum, or contracting unless the hours of raiK 
■ing the muls were under the direction of the Department 

The Directors could not consider themselves authorized to 
conclude a contract on terms evidently so detrimental to the 
interests of the company ; they therefore declined the nego- 
tiation, and the consequence has been the loss of the mail 
service by this company, as the contract expired, by limita- 
tion, on the first instant. The Poet Ofilice Department, aioee 
that time, boa made arrangements by which the maib are 
conveyed once daily to and from Philadelphia and Baltimore. 
The route pursued is, firom Baltimore, by railroad, 54 miloa, 
to York, Pa.; thence 12 miles, by stages, to Columbia, and 
from thence, by the Colambia Railroad, 81 miles, to Fhib- 
dclphia, being a drcoit of 147 miles ; Uiu anangemcnt haa 
not advanced the expedition of their tranait, as the dirtanoe 
M increased 49 miles, and the maib which leave Baltiniora 
' now at 9 o'clock, A. M. do not arrive at Philadelphia unlil 
J nndnight or later, when under the former Byslem» they arrived 
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■t Philadelphia by 4 o'clock P. M. ; anti the mails from New 
York, though they now leave Philadelphia at midnight, for 
Baltimore, arrive no earlier at Baltimore than they did by the 
former arrangement, when they led Philadelphia at 7 or S 
o'clock, A. M. Whether the economy of the department ia 
improved by this change, may also be doubted, aa the poat 
towns along the line of the railroad must be supplied with 
their customary mails, which can only be done by the main- 
tenance of another post route, at a heavy additional expense, 
and the department no doubt will be deprived of large 
amounts of postage as many letters will be sent by private 
hands, over the road, sooner than have them await the tardy 
movements of the mail. The Directors regret that their en- 
deavours to negotiate with the de'^rtment have been unavail- 
ing; they regret also the loss of a contract on the original 
and reasonable terms they oflercd, not only on account 
of the risk and inconvenience which the public suffer 
under the present arrangement, but as a deprivation of an 
item of the revenue of the company, before conndered cei^ 
tain, as it was desirable, and believed to be merited. 

The loe« of the mail contract, however, cannot affect the 
•access of the road ; the facilities it affords are too well known 
Co the pabNc to be injured by any ipdirection of the mails ; 
passengers will always consult their own convenience, and 
B(.ek the most direct and speedy route of transit, and avoid 
the dangers of travel by night, and the inconxenience of 
changing and rechanging from cars to stages. It may then 
Ciirly be presumed, that the inducements to travel by this 
road will always be superior to those ofiered by the present 
circuitous mail route, which, delayed by distance, cannot 
compete with this line in the economy of time. 

Without a d&dre to excite any undue expectation of the 
vktmate success of the operations of the company, the Direc- 
tors would direct your attention to the increased amount of 
the revenue of the road for tlie past year over the antecedent 
year, as an assurance of the probability of future prosperity, 
when the various extensions of railroads to the south and 
west, are completed, and the enterprise of our citizens is 
again called forth by times more propitious than the few 
past years. The total receipts of the road for the last year, 
ending the 3!st of December, 1839, amounted to $490,- 
635 55, exceeding the total receipts of the preceding year, 
$1 18,720 61 ; nor may this be considered the maximum of 
the future annual returns. The revival of the domestic 
trade of the country, will necessarily increase the intercourse 
of our citizens, and prove beneficial to the business and pro- 
fits of this road ; the channels of communication which will 
shortly be opened to the south and west, by the completion of 
railways, must tend to the improvemml of the commercial 
relations between the Atlantic cides and those sections of the 
country. Large numbera of passengers, and immense quan- 
tities of merchandise must be conveyed over these iron 
thoroughfares to Baltimore, where they all concentrate, and 
along this road to the northern cities, in pursuit of a market, 
or the interchange of the produce of the south and west, for 
the manofiictares and foreign importations of the middle and 
eastern states. 

From the return of the way-bills it appears that during the 
past year, 213,660 persons have been booked, for passages 
over the road, a great portion of whom have passed over 3ie 
whole length ; nor may this be considered the total amount, 
as many have availed themselves of its iadlitiea, without 
beiiig returned to the offices, or recoided on the way-bills ; 
diis large amount of passengeiv proves the increasing prefer- 
ence throughout the oountiy for railroad conveyance over all 
otiier kinds of travel, and the great increase of intercourse 
■inee d&eir introduction as a mode of travel. Of the huge 
•mount of passengers that have passed over this road since 
it has been placed in operation, the Directors are gratified to 
state, that hut in one instance, has the sUghlest accident hap- 
pened to any passenger, and that recently, by the person 
unprudently attempting to get on the train whilst it was in 



The total amount of xeceipts from passengers on the rail- 
way, for the past year, was $414,974 76, being an increase 
over like reoeipu of the preceding year, of 118,178 02. 
The leceipta for the truiaportatian of merdiandise, on ac- 



count of the depression of trade, have been necessarily lim- 
ited for the past year; they amounted to $.39,239 27. On 
the revival of business, this branch of revenue, it is antici- 
pated, will greatly increase. 

From the income of the road, for the first six months of 
the year, the Directors were enabled to declare a dividend in 
July last, which was duly announced; and they are again 
enabled, from the business of the road for the last six months, 
to declare a dividend of 3^ per cent, on the capital stock, 
payable to the stockholders or their legal representatives, on 
the first of next February. 

The company's works have cost, in their construction, 
$4,379«225 1 7 ; this amount has been expended in the pay- 
ment for rights of ways, graduation, bridging, masonry, ma- 
terial, machinery, steamboats, engines, and cars, and fot the 
valuable real estate at the comer of Eleventh and Market 
streets, in the city of Philadelphia, containing 1 56 feet in 
front on Market street, by I ^0 feet in deptli on Eleventh 
street, purchased at a cost of $100,000, for the purpose of 
erecting thereon a commodious depot : for several small fimns, 
which the company have been compelled to purchase, to 
secure the right of way ; for the Gray*8 Ferry property, and 
ferry rights ; for the building of depots, water stations, engine 
and car houses, at Gray*s Ferry, Wilmington, the Susque- 
hanna, at Havre de Grace, Canton and Baltimore, and for 
all the appurtenances belonging to or required by the com* 
pany. 

It has been a favourite plan of the Directors, to place the 
debts of t^ Corporation in a situation which would secum 
their ultimate payment, without an increase of the present 
number tti shares of capital stock ; for this purpose they have 
endeavoured to negotiate abroad a sale of the Company's 
bonds at a low rate of interest, redeemable twenty years after 
the date of sale, for an amount of money suflicient to pay 
the debts of the Company, over the capital of $2,250,000. 
The advantages of such a negotiation, would be the certain 
liquidation of the whole amount of debt, principal and in- 
terest, within the time limited, and the appropriation of more 
liberal dividends to the shareholders; the number of shares 
being but half the amount that it necessarily would be, by 
an increase and sale of shares to an amount sufficient to cover 
all expenditures. The large amounts of American aecurities 
sent to foreign markets, have thus &r prevented the success 
of the negotiation. The Directors, however, are still san- 
guine of the successful issue of this-design, as the matter was 
but lately considered in a train of certain negotiation, and but 
for the disastrous events which have so seriously affixted the 
currency and business of this country, v^ould ere now have 
been definitively arranged. The subject is still left open for 
negotiation, and we may confidently trust, that the assurance 
which the progressive increase of the traffic of this road for 
the past year will yield to foreign capitalists, as to the unqueft^ 
tionable security of such investments, will insure in a short 
time a certain and satisfiictory negotiation. 

In concluaion, it may be remarked, that though the traffic 
of the Company for the past year has been greatly aflected 
by the general depression of all business throof^ut the 
country, occasioned by the derangement of the currency, and 
the disastera of the times ; yet the great increase of the reve- 
nue for the past year, over the preceding year, may be referred 
to by the Directors as an evidciice of continued success, and 
an assurance that in more propitious times the income of the 
Company will richly reward the confidence of the proprietors. 

Annexed hereto is a summary statement of the receipts 
and expenditures of the Company, in the construction of their 
wsrksi together with a statement of the receipts and disbuxae- 
meiits for the hut year; all of which are respectfully sub- 
mitted for your consideration. 

M. NE WKIRK, PresidenU 

J. Wiuov Waliacs, Secretary. 



CCj^ It is said that in 1667 a piece of woollen had not been 
dyed or dressed in England--hut was soon after done hf 
tho skill of foreigners, who came there firom the continent of 
Europe. Within a century from that time this bosinen was 
dono to nearW eeventy^ive millions of dollar^ or aeventeen 
niUioni stertanf ! 



1840.] 



REPORT OF THE BALTIMORE AND WILMINGTON RAILROAD CO. 



169 



SUMMARY STATEMENT 

Of the rectipf and ea-pendititret of the Philadelphia, 
Wilmington and BuLimove /laili^uatt Company^ to Jan^ 
uary lit, 1840. 

RECEIPTS. 

The Company has receiyed from the following iources, a« 
follows; 

G^iital stock, $2,230,000 00 

Loans (specific,) 1,100,000 00 

Bonds due in 1 844, 234,341 00 

Loans (miscellaneous) 13J,000 00 

Bills payable to the U. States* 

Bank, for post notes. 1 50,000 00 

Bond to the state of Delaware, 80,793 83 

• BillspayaWe, 134,090 34 

J4,379,226 17 

EXPENDITURES. 

Road account, including grad- 
ing, bridging, lumber for 
bridges, culverts, masonry, 
wharfing, water stations, en- 
gine-house at Gray's Ferry, 
laying supeKtructure, dec., $2,532,494 60 
Engineer department and sala- 
ries, 72,827 63 

Land damages and fencing,. . 254,344 95 

Railroad iron, 433,637 20 

Lumber for superBtructurc, . . 104,947 63 

Passenger cars, 61,333 00 

Burden and mail cars, ...... 25,844 10 

Locomotive engines, '. 106,127 07 

Depot at Wilming- 
ton, $31,891 65 

Depot at Susque- 
hanna* 54,954 29 

Depot at Philadel- 
phia, for lot of 
ground at the 
corner of Mar- 
ket and 11 thsts. 1 00,000 00 
Depot at Balti- 
more, and on 
the road be- 
tween the Sus* * 
quehanna and 
Baltimore,.... 32,046 16 

218,892 10 

ReatesUte, 97,628 96 

Interest account, 1 16,715 02 

Steamboat Susquehanna, .... 56,595 81 
Newkirk yiaduct (over Schuyl- 
kill river,) A... 118,412 83 

Capital stock owned by the 

Company 139,450 00 

Expense accounts 16,768 92 

Bills receivable. 4,000 00 

Cash in hands of A. H. Smith, 

AsAstant Treasurer, 19,205 28 

$4,37M^6 17 

Bevenue on the Philadolphia, TVilmii^tw, and Baltimore 
Ilailroad,/r§m lot ofJanuary^ 1839, Is lot of January^ 
1840. 

RECEIPTS. 

Fare account, $414,974 76 

Transportation of frright,.... 39,239 27 
Transportation of U. S« mail, 27,497 00 

Tolls at Gray's Ferry, 5,615 00 

Wharfage, 2,006 28 

fienta, 1,403 24 

 $490,635 55 

Revenue for 1838, $371,914 94 

Do. 1839, (inciMse, $118,720 61,) 490,635 55 
Voi, IL— 22 



DISBURSEMENTS. 

For repairs of road, cost 
wood, monthly pay of engi- 
neers, firemen, breakmen, 
labourers, bridgfr-keepers,- 
men at water stations, ex- 
pense of steamboat Susque- 
hanna, jiurchase and ex- 
pense <i horses, repairs of 
engines and cars, rent of 
property from city of Balti- 
more, rent of Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad and depot, 
rent of Dock street wharf, 
and offices at Philadelphia, 
rent of Market street Rail- 
road and Southwark Rail- 
road, insurance, law ex- 
penses, interest on bonds 
and loans, pay of agents, of- 
ficers* saiaties, and contin- 
gent expenses, such as black- 
smith's work, harness ma- 
kers, oil, &c dec $292,181 57 

Tax to the state of Delawane, 1,000 00 

Ptofiftand loss, 2,950 01 

Balance applicable to payment 
of dividends, 

Third dividend, due I st of Au- 
gust, 1 8 9, of 4 per cent, . . $84,480 00 

Fourth dividend, duo 1st Feb- 
ruary, 1840, of 3 j percent., 77,418 25 



296,131 68 



$194,503 97 



Sur^ lus fond,. 



$161,898 25 
$32,605 72 



AiLAir TaoMaoVi Treasurer, 
i. WiLsos Wallacs, Secretary. 



COMMUNICATION 



From a Committee of the teveral Banko of the City and 
County of Philatfelphia, exhibiting their condition and 
inability to meet the reguiremento of their chartert, and 
thejuit mthea of the people: and that the lot day of 
February, 1841, vfill be the earheot day for a permanent 
resumption. 

To the Speaker of the Houoe of Beprenentativeo 

of the Common-wealth of Pennoylvania : 

Sir : — At a meeting of delegates from the several Banks 
of the city and county of Philadelphia, held on the 11th in- 
stant, we were instructed by them, ^ost respectfully to pr^ 
sent to you the enclosed resolutions, for which, the critical 
situation of the interests under their charge, will, it is hoped^ 
be regarded as an adequate apology. 

The laws under which the Banks are constituted, make it 
their duty to transmit periodical exhibits of their condition to 
the Auditor General It is understood that the bank of the 
United States has recently forwarded to that officer, the state- 
ments required by its charter ; but the statements oif the other 
fourteen Banks, which are now in operation in Philadelphia, 
having been made some months agoy it has been thought 
proper to prepare such a ccfndensed view of their Immediate 
liabilities, and of th«r means to discharge them, as may 
explain the causes of their continued inability to meet the 
requirements of their charters, and the just wishes of the 
people. 

The capitals of the fourteen Banks referred to, amount to- 
gether, to Iheaum of $16,161,074. Their aggregate indebt- 
edness, at the present time, is as foUows* via : 

For their notes in circulation $2,640,340 

To Banks other than those ^f Philadelpliia. . 4330.261 
To depositors 7,462,855 
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Their meflins, most immediately applicable to the ilischarge 
of these liabilities, are : 

Specie in their vaults m $1,918,340 

Balances due from other Banks under suspen- 
sion, including notes and checks held on 

them 5,229,623 

Bills and notes discounted 2J,974,725 



The Banks deem it their duty to give to the Legislature 
the fullest information of their condition. To the above ex* 
hxbit, we most respectfully invite its attention. Thin state- 
men^ while it shows the unquestionable ability to comply 
with their cngagemenfs at a future time, proves also their 
want of power to do so at the present moment The very 
large amount which has become due from them to foreign 
Banks, in consequence of collections made on account of 
those Banks from the community of Philadelphia, and the 
unusual accumulation of deposits, occasioned partly by col- 
lections on account of persons residing out of the State— 
and partly, as it is supposed, by the general depression of 
business, and unwillingness of capitalists to make invest- 
ments while prices are declining, have greatly increased the 
liabilities of our Banks, while the fact that those collections 
and deposits have been in notes of Banks which are under 
suspension, has, in nearly the same degree, diminished their 
ability to discharge those liabilities in coin. It is the anxious 
desire, no less than the duty of the Banks, to resume the 
payment of their debts in specie. Those who direct them, 
share largely in the embarrassment and distress produced by 
the existing state of things. As members of the community, 
they have the same interests and the same necessities as 
others •> as stockholders, they are deprived of their accustomed 
income from the profits of their capital, and as Bank officers, 
they are subjected beside, to the painful reproach of a daily, 
though unavoidable infraction of the laws of the Common- 
wealth. It has. therefore, been a subject of earnest and care- 
ful inquiry among the delegates, at what time it will probably 
be in the power of the Banks to relieve themselves of the 
suspension. 

Were the suspension of specie payments confined to the 
Banks of Philadelphia, the ordinary collections on the im- 
mense sums which are due to our debtors, from traders in the 
west and south-west, (exclusive of the large amounts due to 
our Banks from other, now suspended Banks,) would much 
more than liquidate our indebtedness to the eastern cities, 
and to our depositors at home ; but it will not e8ca[>c the 
notice of the Legislature, that the suspension is extended 
over nearly all those States, which derive their supplies of 
merchandise from Philadelphia, and that, as yet, no legislation 
has taken place to compel a resumption in any of them, while 
in several, a resumption having been deemed impracticable, 
the suspension has received legislative sanction. While pay* 
roent is thus held back from the merchants of Philadelphia 
for the goods they have sold, thus impairing their ability to 
pay us, the debt which they have contracted in the purchase 
of the same goods from the Importers and Manufacturers at 
the eastward, the payment of which is collected through our 
Banks, and augments still more, the indebtedness to creditors 
without the State. The only resource under these circum- 
stances, in which the Banks can rely for the means of dis- 
charging their present and accumulating liabilities, is a con- 
tinued and urgent pressure on their debtors. This process, 
however, is of neces^nty as slow as it is difficult and painful; 
' and mudi time will yet be requhed before it can be effectual 
to the great object in view. 

We are most respectfully. 
Your obedient servants, 

JOHN WHITE, -) 

ROBERT HOWELL, i CommiUee, 
JOS. B. MITCHELL, 3 
HAimiBBunG, February 17, 1840. 

Low o XV ITT. — In the town of South Kingstown, with a 
population of 3700, there are 46 persons between the ages of 
80 and 1 0U ; six of them are been 90 and 100, and one over 
102. The remainder of the 45 are between 84 and 90. 

B99t9n Evening' Journal, 



STATEAIEIVT 

Of the United States Bank, to February 1, 1840. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Bills discounted on per- 
sonal security $20,197,942 05 

*< Bank U. 8. stock 142,243 00 

" other security,... 9,352,897 80 



$29,693,082 85 
Domestic bUls of exchange, 3,952,438 35 

Loan to commonwealth, 

Pennsylvania 6 per cent, 

Stock account, 

Bonds and mortgages, 

Real estate 

Banking houses, • 

Miles King, late Navy Agent, Norfolk,. . . 
Due by the United States, 

" Bank l^. S. and branches, 

« State Bank, 

** State Bank agencies, 

Bonus, 

E xpcnses, 

Contingent fund interest,. 

Contingent exchange, 

Foreign exchange, 

Notes of Bank U. States and branches,. . . 

State Banks, 

Bank U. S. and branches, in 

transitu, 

Specie, 

Deficiencies, 
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$33,645,52: 20 

491,000 00 

3,045,143 02 

13,206,117 66 

1,911,862 94 

1,227,119 69 

621.763 43 

40,144 17 

6,267 32 

9,C3I,520 51 

7,8» 1,940 C8 

6,463,781 90 

2,700,000 00 

57,151 83 

13.393 79 

277 75 

83,714 47 

6,530,105 DO 

1,341,576 39 

1,506,975 00 

1,798,845 C3 

250 96 



Capital stock, 

Issues of Bank U. S. and branches,. ..... 

** Post notes, 

Discount, exchange and interest, 

Dividends unclaimed, 

Pn>fit and loss, 

Agency London, &jc, 

Contingent fund, 6,073,067 12 

leas losses chargeable, 5,185,565 02 



Bond to the United States, 

Interest on do 

Due to Bank U. 8. and branches,. 

State Banks,. 

State bank agencies,. • • . . . 

Depositors, 



$91,607,472 17 

$35,000,0 00 

14767,831 90 

5,841,642 35 

146,337 54 

47.893 30 

5.300,653 08 

4,414,242 00 



887,512 10 

1,986,589 04 

268,189 52 

15,058,815 33 

4,911,045 29 

56,675 08 

2,920,fM5 65 

$91,607,472 17 



Actual circulation $6,650,751 10 

Bank of United Sutea, Februaiy Ist, 1840. 

A. LARDNER, Act*g 



Packet Shipt — Our harbour is remarkably bare of pad^et 
ships. Of the five following greatpackeC lines, the annexed 
is the present state of the case. The first column indicates 
the number of ships composing the lines, and the ■eoond 
column the number now in port 



Liverpool, 
London, 
New Orleans, 
Mobile, 
Havre, 



Total. 



Wholo No. of ships. 
22 
12 
24 
24 
18 


In port 
2 

1 


2 


100 


5 


j\r. r. jTsiir. ^ 


Commerce* 
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From the HonUville (Ala.) Soathern Advocate. 
The Rain for If ino 



The molta of Mrtaorological obaervatioiui are highly infer- 
eatiiig and instnietive. They belong to the adentiiic world, 
and should be thrown into the genend treasury of knowledge 
to enrich those who lore to draw from an exhausUens source. 
The raperficial observer may see little to attract his attention 
in long columns of figures, but there are minds that find food 
for thought among these ' husks* of philosophy. 

The table below hat been accunitely calculated from the 
valuable Register long kept by the Rev. Or. Allaw. It ex- 
hibits the result of nine yemn observation in reference to the 
amount of rain which has fallen monthly at Huntsville. The 
calculations appended may serve to aMdst the mind in grasp- 
ing truth welUnigh beyond its scope. If they chance to shske 
the credulity of any, with the data given, let them test their 
correctness. Table to be read as inches and thousandths. 
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The average fall of rain for each of the last nine years has 
been fifty-one inches and one hundred and thirty-two thou- 
sandths, (51,1 32.) It is interesting to compare this with the 
average of eleven years abservations made at thirty-four dif- 
ferent stations in the State of New York— as published in the 
American Almanac it is 35,140. The diffennce of latitude 
being 8® 16^ will give 1,938 as the increase in the fall of rain 
for every 69} miles due south. 

Let us suppose the table ab«ve gives correctly as it doubt- 
lev does approximatefyt the rain which has fallen on this 



township* for the last nine years. We wUl then have a 
surfiice spread out before us of six miles square or thirty six 
square miles. If the water had not evaporated or disappear* 
ed by sinking into the earth, it would now be standing over 
the entire township to the average depth of thiHy-eight feet 
and one-third. The number of cubical feet in this immense 
accumulation would be 38,472,192,000, or thirty-eight thou- 
sand four hundred and seventy-two millions one hundred and 
ninety-two thousands. 7^his water would fill a canal six 
feet deep and forty feet wide, extending 30,360 miles — in 
other words, reaching entirely around the globe, and 5,360 
miles further. Again, if by some resistless agency of* na- 
ture, it could be projected upward in a ** water spout** of two 
feet in diameter, it would rise to more than nine times the 
! moon's distance from the earth. It would also reach t/te 
aHttf if compressed into a column three inches and seventy- 
four hundredths in diameter. 

The average number of cubical feet that have fallen du- 
ring each of the last nine years on the six miles square 
already specified, is 4,274,688,000. Let this water bo ele- 
vated in a column two feet in diameter and it would reach 
the mooil^or, if thrown into a canal of the above mentioned 
depth and width, it would extend from the South- Western 
extremity of Louisiana along the Atlantic coast to New 
Brunswick and thence to Lake Ontario — a distance of some 
3373 miles. On estimating the weight of this immense 
mass, It almost baffles our conception and leaves nothing, 
unless it be the tonnage of our vessels, with which to institute 
a comparison. For the last nine years the annual average 
on this township has been one hundred and eighteen millions 
three hundred and seventy-eight thousand five hundred and 
seventy-one tons. 

A glance at die table exhibits a remarkable difference be- 
tween the quantities of rain that fell in 1 833 and 1830. It is 
no less than 88,59 *. Yet our ideas are vague and inadequate 
until a computation is made which brings the matter distinct- 
ly before the mind. The excess of the former of theee years 
was 3,231,664,128 cubical feet on the area before mentioned. 
Could this water have been collected as were the overflow- 
ings of the Nile in Lake Moeris, it would h«ve filled a reser- 
iroir six hundred feet wide, as many deep» and one mile and 
seven- tenths long. From this vast cistern each individual 
man, woman and child of the 1 6,500,000 inhabitants of the 
United States might have drawn four gallons daily for one 
entire year. But what seems still more incredible, each of 
the eight hundred millions of human beings on the earth 
might have received as his share of the contents more than 
thirty gallons. Again, this reservoir wouki furnish to each 
of the citizens in HmHsville, estimated at 3000, two galbns 
of water daily for 1 1037 years. If a single hogshead should 
be drawn from it eveiy second of time, it would take more 
than twelve yean to drain it Once more, this excess woukl 
fill 383,822,642 hhds. of 6J gallons each, which, having an 
avenge length of four feet each and lying end to end, would 
reach eleven times around the world and 1500 miles further. 

On referring to the Register from which the above table is 
extracted, I find that on the 18th of April, 1835, with wind 
veering from 8. E. to &, and 8. W., there fell six inches 
and nine-tenths of rain. Also, during the night of Saturdav, 
November 3, 1838, wind 8. 8. E. and 8. W., there foil six 
inches and seven-tenths. If the former of these ihowere was 
uniformly heavy over the township, there fell in a few houra 
no less than 5,192,306,723 cubicol foet This would make 
a stream of one foot deep and twenty-seven feet wide as long 
as the Mississippi river. Again, if the storm in November 
continued but twelve houra and prevailed uniformly as tho 
other vras supposed to do, there must have fallen during each 
second of time about fourteen thousand three hundred and 
twelve hhds., within the small space of six mties square* — 
Had the deuds been concentrated ever the public square tn 



*If the resulU which follow be multiplied by 1438 the 
number of townships in the State, tome idea may be formed 
of the rain which falls annually on its area of 51,768 miles. 
I need hvdly say that in most of the calcubtions made, I 
have Kjeeted onaftfractiono. 
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HnntsviOe, and poured their contents into a reaerroir six 
hunthed feet square at its base and extending up indefinitely, 
die morning would have revealed to us a column of water 
higher by some four hundred feet than Monte Sano. 

The year 1839 will long be remembered for its drought. 
W^ see from the table that less rain has fell during its 12 
months than in the fi»t three of 1 833. Again, how striking 
the contrast between April '35 and Oct and Nov. '39. — 
During these last two months only about one-fourth of an 
inch fell. 

It would be interesting to pursue this subject, and speak of 
the evaporation constantly going on, unperceived by us, from 
every flower and shrub, from hill and dale, from the peaceful 
lake and restless ocean; and then it would-be instructive to 
follow this vapour in its aerial flight, and try to compute the 
latent heat which becomes sensible as it is condensed into a 
liquid. But I have already made this article too long, and 
will only express the hope, that from tliis imperfect view of 
an important subject, some one may obtain more exalted 
ideas of the boundless resources of Hiw " who uttereth his 
voice" and lo *' there is a multitude of waters in the heavens.'' 



K. A. 



Kaiikrvjpt Laiv. * 

At a meeting of citizens, held agreeably to public notice, 
in the Merchants' Exchange, Philadelphia, on Thursday, 
March 5, 1840— 

The meeting waf called to order by Joseph W. Ryerss, 
Esq., who nominated Col. JOHN SWIFT, Mayor of Oie 
city, as President of the meeting, whieh motion was unani- 
mously sustained, and the following named gentlemen were 
subsequently appointed Vice Presidents : 

NiTHAif DuNx, Isaac Collins, 

Jus-PH W. Rterss, Eowisr Wilcox, 

JiMRs Habper, Willi ak McKek. 

Secretariej, 
George B. Hall, Andrew M. Jones. 

The objects of the meeting were stated by the President 
with great clearness, and the necessity of a uniform bankrupt 
law eloquently set forth ; when the following named gen- 
tlemen were appointed a committee to report resolutions for 
the consideration of the meeting : 

Joseph R. Chandler, Edward D. Ingraham, 

Charles Macalester, Henry Toland. 

The committee, after a short absence, returned, and pre- 
sented the following preamble and resolutions :— 

Whereas, the Congress of the United States is constitu- 
tionally empowered to enact uniform laws on the subject of 
bankruptcies throughout the United S.ates, in order to pro- 
mote the trade of the Union, and to prevent the evils arising 
from the imperfect effect of the insolvent laws of the individ- 
ual States: 

And whereas, mercantile observation has confirmed the 
wisdom of the constitutional provision, with reference to the 
jeopardy to which the political Union is exposed, by the dis- 
turbance of the friendly commercial intercourse of the citizens 
of the diflferent members of the confederacy — therefore, 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, the Con- 
gress of the United States is solemnly called on by the exi- 
gencies of the times, and the ordinary demands of businesn, 
to exercise the authority given by the constitution, to pass a 
law which shall, without injustice to the creditor, enable the 
honest debtor to bring into exercise his talents for business, 
and to contribute his portion to the public benefit, by a free- 
dom from responsibilities, which, being continued, might 
palsy all eflforts for his own and his creditore' benefit. 

Resolved, That in addition to existing individual suflfcring, 
whoso aggregate make a public calamity, the imperfect ef- 
fects of state insolvent laws call loudly for redress ; inasmuch 
as the true political and commercial policy of this country is, 
to connect the citizens of the various parts of the Union by 
common interests, and not to limit the enterprise of active 
men, by making a place of refuge for unfortunate debtors, in 
which, while ho may escape persecution for pecuniary lia- 
bilities, he is prevented from the exercise of his businesf) 
talents, by the narrow limits to which they are confined. 



Resolved, That a committee of seven persons be appointed 
to prepare and procure signatures to a petition to CoDgrcasy 
asking for the enactment of a general bankrupt law, which 
shall, by its equal and just operations, remedy (he evils to 
which we have been eubjected, by a negleet to ezcrase a 
constitutional provision, and which ahaU incieaae the pros- 
perity of the nation, and promote a new attachment to the 
institutions of our common country. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of thb meeting be signed 
by the oflicers thereof, and fqrwarded to the detogalion of 
Pennsylvania in both houses of Congress, with a request 
that they would use diligence to procure the enactment of a 
salutary bankrupt law. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be pub- 
lished. 

The President appointed the following named gentlemen 
to prepare and cause to be circulated for signatures, a me- 
morial to CongreA, agreeably to the third resolution : 

Thomas P. Cope, William Piatt, 

Horace Binney, Richard Price, 

Matthew L. Bevan, Henry Toland, 

Joseph R. Chandler. 

JOHN SWIFT, President 
Nathaw Dukx, "^ 



Vice Presidents. 



Joseph W. Rterbs, 
James HAnpsn, 
I8\AC Colli xs, 
Edwin Wilcox, 
William McKbe, 

George B. Hall, ^ Secretaries 
Andrew M. Jones, > 

Clofe and opening' of the /iudson.-^The following tabuv 
lar statement, taken from records kept at the Albany Acad^ 
my for the use of the Regents of the University, shows the 
time of closing and opening of the Hudson river since 1817. 

liable of the periods when the ffudton river opened and 

cloaed at Albany* 



Winters. 


River closed or 


River open or 


No. of days 


obst'd by ice. 


free of ice. 


closed. 

• 


1817-18 


December 7 


March S5 


108 days. 


1818-19 


December 14 


April 3 


110 days. 


1819.20 


December 13 


March 25 


102 days. 


1820-21 


November 13 


March 15 


123 days. 


1821-22 


December 13 


March 16 


92 days. 


1822-23 


December 24 


March 24 


90 days. 


1823-24 


December 16 


March 3 


78 daya. 


1824-25 


January 5 


March 6 


60 days. 


18:6-26 


December 13 


February 26 


75 days. 


1826-27 


December 24 


March • 20 


86 davs. 


18:27-28 


November 2fi^ 


February 8 


50 day& 


1828-29 


December 23 


April 1 


100 days. 


1 829-30 


January 1 1 


March 15 


63 days. 


1830.31 


December 23 


March 15 


82 days. 


1831 -32 


December 5 


March 25 


Ill days. 


1832-,33 


December 21 


March 21 


83 days. 


1833-34 


December 13 


February' 24 


73 daya 


1834.35 


December 15 


March 25 


100 days. 


1835-36 


November 30 


April 4 


125 days. 


.1836-37 


December 7 


March 38 


Ill days. 


1837-38 


December 14 


March 19 


94 days. 


1838-39 


November 26 


March 21 


116 days. 


1839-40 


December 18 


Fcbruaiy 21 


65 days. 



As the river throughout to JWxv York has not opened on 
the days stated above, the time at which the first steamboat 
passed either from Albany or New York, or vice versa, is 
also added for a few years : 

1836, March 26. 
1P36, April 10. 

1837, March 31, RolxTt L. Stevens. 

1838, March 19, Utica. 
1889, March 25, Swallow. 

1940, February 25, Mount Pk-asant. 
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€OIirDEIVS£D STATEIHEIWT 

Shoving' the condition of the varioui Sanka of Mianiaippi, examined by the Commaaionera in 1839. 



RESOURCES. 



NAMES OF BANKS. 



Noith«ni Bank of MiBonippi 

Hernando Railfoad and Banking Gompanj, 

Bank of Vicksburg,. . . 

Commercial and lUilroad Bank of Vicksbarg, 

do. branch at Clinton, 

Branch MimaapiM Railroad Company, at Canton, 

Branch Commercial Bank Natchez, at Canton 

Branch Commercial and Railroad B'k Vlcksburg, at Vernon, 

Commercial Bank, Manchester, 

Benton and Manchester Railroad and Banking Company, 

Bank of Lexington, 

Branch Commercial Bank, Natchez, at Brandon, 

Citizens' Bank of Madison County, 

Vicksbarg Water Works and Banking Company, 

Grand Golf Railroad and Banking Company, 

Bank of Port Gibson 

Commercial Bank of Rodqey, 

Branch Mississippi Railroad Company at Raymond, .... 

Mississippi Railroad Company at Natchez, 

Commercial Bank, Natchez, 



Notes and bills Suspended 



discounted. 



debt. 



$47,242 76 
249,169 11 

84,875 76 

1,472,811 49 

236,958 19 

44,035 05 
476,622 11 

92,187 90 
974,489 65 

11,224 48 

72,164 16 
172,834 22 
533,439 04 
244,970 73 
611,111 41 
550,051 69 
553,990 77 
7,175 00 
146,670 27 
2,191,577 62 



$8,753,601 40 



$27,343 46 

144,985 91 

3,333,540 74 

174,984 43 

38,348 50 

54,873 10 

173,399 65 

32,241 99 

77,185 00 

28,707 24 

11,050 00 

57,526 03 

942,473 89 

176,110 89 

350}433 04 

61,126 55 

32,792 67 

1,407,055 75 



$7,124,127 84 



Sosponded 
debt in suit. 



$834,823 80 



. . « • 

• < . . 

.... 
.... 



116,948 68 
43,733 06 
57^72 39 

185,858 50 
157,127 00 
579,352 70 
104,559 11 
225,561 36 



Cotton ac- 
count and cot- 
ton purchases. 



$47,247 17 
228,844 76 
305,6811 44 



. . « • 
• . * . 
.... 



37,969 61 

2,588 90 

11,180 96 

144,369 91 

12,416 09 

8,295 85 

61,028 93 

63^583 04 



$2,805,926 60 $005,147 66 



TABIiE €0MTIIVUI:D. 



RESOURCES. 



NAMES OF BANKS. 



Northern Bank of Miuissippi, .«..».% 

Hernando Railroad and Banldng Company^ 

Bank of Vicksburg,. 

Commercial and Railroad Bank of Vicksburg, 

do. branch at Clinton, 

Branch Miasissippi Railroad Company, at Canton,. 

Branch Commercial Bank Natchez, at Canton, 

Branch Commercial and Railroad B'k Vicksburg, at Vernon, 

Coinmerctal Bank, ManchesUVf • 

Benton and Manchester Railroad and Banking Company, 

Bank of Lsixington,. 

Branch Commercial Bank, Natehea, at Brandon, 

Citizens' Bank of Madison County, '. 

Vicksburg Water Works and Banking Gompanyi 

Crrand Golf Railroad and Banking Company,. ......... 

Bank of Port Gibson, 

Commercial Bank of Rodney 

Branch Mississippi Railroad Company at Raymond 

Mississippi Railroad Company at Natchez, 

Commercial Bank, Natchez, 



Due from 
agents. 



$10,139 
13,180 



70 
00 



2,921 

* • . . 

41,700 

10,488 



49 
00 

14 



Railroad 
expenditure. 



$46,525 00 

1,600,000 00 

ijm 14 



. « • . 
.... 
.... 



6,609 12 
234,062 85 



1,138,082 48 



Red 



$7,136 80 
1,044 40 

90,786 24 

12,940 21 

6,690 69 

4,000 00 

8,958 39 

27,676 87 

2/668 . 6^. 

6,596 17 

3^00 

7,232 04 

36,908 07 

16,646 U 

1Q,000 00 

9,747 02 

1,8U 78 

4,023 05 

120,256 89 



$78,429 33 $3,028,579 69< $373,519 79 



Due from banks 
and individnalik 



<4^ 



$2,896 17 

161,436; M 

9)j960 00 

688,073' 68 

18/194 39 

490 OOr 

4^86. 69 

206 65 

81,204 74 

60 00^ 

611^484.87 

444 1» 

331k 2» 

7^464 72 

384^$ 78; 

^dl6 87' 

3|686 04 

402,366 61 
964,999 3A' 



$2,749,474 16 
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TABUB coirrimuED. 



RESOURCES. 



NAMES OP BANKS. 



Notes of 
other bankB. 



Northern Bank of Miasinippi, 

Hernando RaUroad and Banking Company, 

Bank of Vickaborg. 

Commercial and Raiboad Bank of Vickabuig, 

do. branch at Clinton, 

Branch MisBlsaippi Railroad Company, at Canton, 

Branch Coomiercial Bank Natchez, at Canton, 

Branch Commeretal and Railroad Bic Vlckabai^, at Vernon, 

Commercial Bank, Manchester, 

Benton and Manchester Railroad and Banking Company, 

Bank of Lexington, 

Branch Commercial Bank, Natchez, at Brandon, 

Citiaais' Bank of Madison County, 

Viokirirarg Water Works and Banking Company, 

Grand Gtilf Railroad and Banking Company, 

Bank of Port Gibson 

Commeicial Bank of Rodney, 

Breaoh Mississippi Railroad Company at Raymond, .... 

Missisnppi Railroad Company at Natchez, 

ComniRcial Bank, Natchez, 



#15,204 12 

2,330 00 

10,848 83 

134,240 33 

16,974 75 

43,713 41 

44,656 50 

16,063 00 

11,488 67 

2,792 90 

6,525 51 

6,468 00 

5,703 00 
20,787 00 
56,468 00 
18,520 00 
56,170 21 
11,420 45 
71,581 87 



Bank stock. 



$550,956 55 



#1,500 00 

568,500 00 

900 00 



2,375 00 



• • a • 

a • • . 

. • • a 



7,000 00 

133,800 00 

2,170,505 00 

76,900 00 



$2,961,480 00 



Specie. 



#7,810 17 

239 46 

365 35 

1,735 25 

7,977 00 

10,375 57 

1,506 20 

10,721 00 

6^576 09 

20,149 42 

3,770 86 

6,290 00 

1,184 85 

2,072 37 

6,461 52 

1,769 48 

457 10 

20,329 57 



Total 



#107,631 48 
607,992 12 
690,560 40 

9,043,373 97 

468,126 96 

98,229 29 

578,688 36 

168,885 14 

1,386,172 27 
95,299 99 
303,685 05 
203,395 79 
888,964 12 
522,588 67 

2,962,340 37 
918^407 31 

1,363,553 83 
128,053 02 

3,959,839 57 

4>852,700 91 



#109,791 17 #28,989,090 62 



TABLE COIVTIIVUED. 



LIABILITIES. 



NAMES OF BANKS. 



Nortiwrn Bank of Mtsnssippi, • 

Hernando Railroad and Banking Company, 

Bank of Yiekshnrg, 

Commercial and Railroad Bank of V icksbuig, 

do. branch at Clinton, 

Branch Mississippi Railroad Company at Canton,. . . 

Branch Commeicial Bank Natchez, at Canton, 

Brandi Commercial and Railroad Bank Vicksburg, 

at Vernon, ..a...... 

ConuBeretal Bank, Manchester, 

Benton and Manchester Railroad and Banking Co.,. . 

Bank of Lexington, 

Branch Commeicial Bank, Natchez, at Bimndon,. a . . 

Citisen/ Bank of Madison County, 

Vkksbmif Water Works and Banking Company, . . . 

Grand Gulf Railroad and Banking Company, 

Bank of Port Gibson, 

Commercial Bank of Rodney 

Branch Misrisrippi Railroad Company at Raymond,. . 

Mississippi Railroad Company at Natchez. 

Commercial Bank, Natchez, 



Chartered. 



ApH138,183r. 
May 13, 1837. 
May 3, 1837 
Dec 16, 1833, 



Feb. 26, 
May 12, 
May 11, 

* . a < 

May 3, 
May 18, 
Dec. 9, 
May It, 

Feb. 27, 

. * . < 

Feb. 26, 

Feb. 27, 



Charter 
expires. 



Jan. 1, 1862. 
Jan. 1, 1860 
Dee. 31, 1858. 
Jan. 1, 1864. 



1836. Jan. 1, 1861. 

1837. Jan. 1. 1858. 
1837. Jan. 1, 1859. 

1887. Jan. 1, 1857. 
1887. PerpetaaL 
188S.Dec3!, 1868. 
1887.Dec.3l, 1858. 
1836. Jan. 1, 1861. 

.... 

1886. Dec. 80, 1858. 
1886. Dec. 81^ 1800. 



Chartered 
capttaU 



#1,000,000 00 
1,000,000 00 
2,000,000 00 
4,000,000 00 



1,000,000 

1,000,000 

800,000 

1,000,000 
1,000,000 
2,000,000 
1,000,000 
800,000 



8,000,000 
8,060,000 



00 
00 
00 

00 
001 
00 
00 
00 

00 
00 



Aiuount of capital 
paid in. 



#48,871 08 

60,000 00 

100,120 00 

8,876,285 00 



841,476 00 

41,462 76 

169/MH) 00 

426i250 00 
191,919 97 
1,971,940 00 
597,700 00 
800,000 00 

2,664,226 64 
2,966,600 00 



#27,660,000 00 #14,773,928 84 
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TABLE €01iT12liVED. 



LIABILITIES. 



NAMES OF BANKS. 



Authorized 
circalation. 



Due to deposit- 
on and deposit Dae bonks and 
certificates and| date checks. 
I lodiTiduala. 



Northern Bank of Musissippi, • 

Hernando Railroad and Banking Company, 

Bank of Vicksburg, 

Commercial and Raibwid Bank of Vicksburg, 

do. branch at Clinton, 

Branch Mtasiasippi Railroad Company, at Canton 

Branch Commercial Bank, Natchez, at Canton, 

Branch Commeidal and R. R. B'k Yickaburg, at Vernon, 

Commercial Bank, Manchester, 

Benton and Mbnchestnr Railroad and Banking Company, 

Bank of Lexington, 

Branch Commercial Bank, Natchez, at Brandon, 

Citizens' Bank of Madison County, «... 

Vicksburg Water Works and Badcing Company, 

Grand<<xulf Railroad and Banking Company, 

Bank of Port Gibson. 

Commercial Bank of Rodney, 

Branch Mississippi Railroad Company at Raymond, .... 

Mississippi Railroad Company at Natchez, 

Commercial Bank, Natchez, 



$78,600 00 

500,000 00 

200,240 00 

11,625,855 00 



$28,738 02 

10,220 89 $200,000 00 
159,091 93; 120,604 31 
916,612 55, 2,577,863 66 



1,682,950 00 

338,180 00 

850^500 00 

383,839 94 

3,943,880 00 

1,195,400 00 

2,400,000 00 

5,328^449 08 
8,989,800 00 



10,037 18 

7,928 84 

29,968 95 

7,107 99 

64,754 35 

16,901 11 

3,832 38 

15,557 41 

165,237 02 

67,795 81 

91,020 96 

136,132 22 

95,378 80 

25,831 38 

814,989 63 

1,355,181 26 



$37,517,694 02|$d,521,248 68 $4,108,109 70 $273,981 18 



87,743 00 
92,145 63 
9,368 87 
29,686 56 
60,517 87 

5,450 55 

184,913 88 

7,306 99 

65,927 66 

200.441 50 

2,507 54 

33,277 69 

105,224 96 

63,997 65 

170,933 58 



Sterling bills 
drawn. 



$10,126 21 
67,996 24 



...» 
. . • • 
• . • • 

.... 



15^60 84 

• * • • 

32,898 89 



167,600 00 



. * .  



TABLC CONTIIirUED. 



LIABILITIES. 



NAMES OF BANKS. 



Northern Bank of Miasissippi, 

Hernando Railroad and Banking Company,. . . . 

Bank of Vicksburg, 

Commerrial and lUilroad Bank of Vicksburg,. . 

do. branch at Clinton,. • 

Branch Mississippi Railroad Company, at Canton, 
Branch Commercial Bank Natchez, at Canton,. . 
Branch Commercial and Railroad Bank Vicka- 

burg, at Vemon, 

Commerdat Bank, Manchester, ....••... 

Benton and Manchester Railroad and Banking Ca 

Bank of Lexington 

Branch Commercial Bank, Natchez, at Brandon, 

Citizens' Bank of Madiaon County,. 

Vickibuiy Water Woika and Banking Co., ... . 

Grand Gulf Railroad and Banking Co., 

Bank of Port Gibson, 

Commercial Bank of Rodney, 

Branch Misaiisippi Railroad Co., at Rajrmond,. . 

MisiiaBippi Railroad Company at Jif atcfatt, 

Commaicial Bank, Natchez, 



Circulation. 



$26,015 
111,195 

92,730 
909,510 

69,195 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 



8,370 00 



31,005 

169,100 

39,281 

82,765 

296,081 
92,706 
660,770 
147,157 
236,772 
1,620 
981,170 
224,167 



00 
00 
91 
00 

86 
00 
00 
00 
95 
00 
00 
90 



$4,068,581 62 



Total 
liabilities. 



$108,624 10 
380,415 89 
482,671 45 

9,049,201 68 
466,976 18 
100,074 47 
573,420 35 

168,028 65 

1,151,807 66 

97,686 77 

294,086 82 

200,471 29 

892,876 87 

498,846 84 

2,814,172 46 

887,626 76 

1,322,929 44 

132,676 34 

4,024,881 82 

4,74«,902 74 



28,887,676 88 



Liabilities of 
oflioera. 



Num- 
ber of 
offioeiv. 



$7,258 22 
220,860 60 
177,343 20 
923,076 96 

66,623 82 

108,600 00 

45,006 74 
468,988 61 

230,944 76 
47,976 00 
121,626 16 
286,067 70 
271,678 86 
209,832 21 
258,364 09 

83,086 88 
686,625 00 



7 
7 
10 
16 
6 
7 
6 

7 

11 

11 

11 

6 

8 

11 

12 

11 

8 

7 



9 



$4,052,852 12 
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Dale of 
examination. 



July 9, 
July 16, 
Aug. 1, 
Aug. 6, 
Aug. 16, 
Aug. 18, 
Aug. 17, 

Aug. 21, 
Aug. 22, 
A<ig.24v 
Aog^Stf, 
Oct. 22, 
Not. 25, 
Nor. 39, 
Dec 8, 
Dec 6, 
Dec 9, 
Nov. 27, 
Dec 11, 
Dec. 14, 



1889. 
1839, 
18S9. 
1«89. 
1839. 
1889. 
1839. 

1839. 
1889. 
1839. 
1839. 
1839. 
1639. 
1889. 
1889. 
1839. 
1889. 
1889. 
1839. 
1839. 



In ttiis tabular statement it has been the object of the CommisaSonera to omdenae the information which the Legialataro 
k dasiroue to obtain. The table has been divided into aa few eolumna as possible; and aa the atatemsnla of the bnika 
frequently contain debits and credila for which the CommisBioners had not provided a place under that specific naoie, their 
were obliged to Insert aiich under analagoua heads. The result, however, both aa to r ea ou ree a and liabihtics, it ia believed, 
prove correct. For inoio paitkiilar inl^ation, the spedal reporta should be referred to. 
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Dfbt, 

'iients of the SUtc, and the pro- 
. - of intfmal improTeroent are the 
-tt will come under your considera- 
' Maryland, according to a statement 
• r, amounts to fourteen millions, five 
thousand, six hundred and eighty- 
>n. luites but five thousand five bun- 
'l' seven hundred and fiAy thousand 
It session to the Baltimore and Sus- 
.ipany. The bundtt for the residue of 
posed of, and are still in the possession 
of J.oans. Of the million of dollars 
Intern Shore Railroad, and of the three 
') scribed to the Annapolis and Elkridge 
t> of the Treasurer includes only that 
x'on actually paid. 

ate is liable for the balance of these tub- 
.:io bonds issued for the use of the Susqno- 
' 'ompany, an addition is to be made to the 
■natB. It is. therefons, difficult to state pre- 
.'(ii of the public debt. Some uncertainty in 
. Iso arises, from the substitution of five per 
Mids for those previously issued, at the rate of 
iid forty-four cents for the pound sterling, in- 
iic rate of four dollars and eighty-five cents ; 
<! a considerable difference in the whole amount 
received, as its portion of the surplus revenue, 
!:irs; of which there remains a balance of 647.- 
. deposited in the Union Bank, the Franklin Bank 
: tik of Baltimoie. At the General Government is 
10 reclaim the sums distributed among the States, 
u received by this State is not estimated at present 
. of its public debt; on the contrary, the balance rc- 
^ may be considered as so much added to its means of 
iiig with other engagements. Of the old pioductive 
of die State, there is still left the sum of 528,996 dol- 
i vested in the stock of different banks. The sinking 
lasbeen gradually accumulating, till it now amounts to 
"^,972 d«illars ; nearly the whole of which sum has been 
'«ted in State stocks. Af^er deducting the sinking fund, 
debts and liabilities of the ^tate probably amount to fif- 
a millions of dollars, and, with the exception of ) S^Jibft 
>llars, have all been contracted for purposes of internal im- 
provement 

The interest on the public debt is increasing every year, in 

S-oportioa to the amount of stock sold. The amount paya- 
e at the Ixtan oflioe in Baltimore, in 1^38 was $280,0 jO, in 
1839 It was291,m?0, and in 18tU it will be $330,00t). The 
interest payable at London cannot be ascertained, because no 
report has lieen made to the Treasurer, of the sales of our 
•lock in foreign markets. The amount is inconsiderahle at 
present, but it will be increased as the stock finds purchaserB, 
The internal hnpcoTement compani^ are bound to My the 
intereat on their resperitvt' portions of thf^ ptiblie debt, bHbn* 
Vol it:— 23 



it becomes due from the Treasury. Of those that have had 
advances from the State, the Baltimore and Ohio l{ailroad 
Company is the only one, \%hich has fully complied iviih its 
engagements. The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company is 
bound "to pay annually ^riO,' J for interest on the two 
million loan granted in 1834. It paid the whole interest in 
1838,butonly $95,000in 1Sj9. The Treasury had a claim 
on the Susquehanna Railroad Company in 1838, for interest 
to the amount of 64,466 dollars, and received 45,000; and 
in 1839, to the amount of 75,082 dollars and fifly cents, and 
received only 82 dollars and fifly cents. These two com- 
panies do not yet receive a sufficient revenue from their works 
to defray current expenses and are obliged to depend on loans 
or the sale of stock, for tho fulfilment of their engagements. 
These means having failed in 1839, in consequence of the 
scarcity of money, they were unable to satisfy the demanda 
of the Treasury. 

Jieven ue — Expend t uret. 

The annual revenue of the state, exclusive of interest paid 
by the internal improvement companies, is barely sufficient 
to defray the ordinary expenses of Government, which are 
estimated, for the « ensuing year, at two hundred and fiftyy 
thousand dollars. The whole expenditures, including tho 
interest on the public debt greatly exceed the annual receipts; 
and the deficiency in the re%*enue is supplied out of ^e spcy 
cial depositee. This fund, if applied to this purpose alone, 
will be exhausted in two or three years ; and the bunk stock 
will be the next resource for meeting the deficiency, unlew 
some other means be provided in the mean time. Experienoa 
has proved, that the internal improvement companies cannuC 
be relied on, for the punctual payment of their respective 
portiona of the interest of the public debt as it becomes due 
from the Treasuiy. 

Internal Improvemeut Companiet. 

The state entered by degrees into a connexion with canal 
and railroad companies, and still more cautiously into the 
plan of l)orrowing money for their support At the extra 
session of 1836, the decisive measure was adopted of author- 
izing the issue of bonds to the amount of eight millions of 
dollars, and of sending them to foreigri marketo for sale. At 
that time money was abundant, Ameiican securities were in 
demand, and the credit of the state stood unimpaired, and 
very little doubt was entertained, that the bonds could be di»> 
posed of according to the terms prescribed by the act of As- 
sembly. But the following year, w^hen the commissioners, 
who were appointed to negotiate the proposed loan, visited 
Europe for that purpose, a great change had taken place in 
the money market and it was found impossible to sell tho 
bonds at the stipulated price. After their return, they con- 
cluded an agreement with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
Company, and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, 
for a sale of a large portion of the bonds, amounting to six 
millions of dollars. At December session 1 837, the Legia- 
lature refused to sanction this agreement, because it was ap* 
prehended that the companies might be compelled to sacrifice 
the credit of the state ; but a<«ented to a modification of it, 
which required that none of the bonds should be transferred 
from the possesion of the Conuni^oner of Loans, till Ihqf 
equivalent in money was paid into the Treasury, according 
to the conditions of the loan of 1836. Yet at the aeme see* 
sion, the Legislature directed the ddKozy of (tock 10 Ui» 
Chacspeoke and Ohio Cfiijal Compel^, id tfa# eiaootit of two 
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nuUioos five hundred tboumid dollan. The hoods thus de- 
livered to that company, were transferred to bankd and capi- 
ItUsts on both sides of the Atlantic, to be held as pledges for 
temporary loans, or sold at the option of the holders, for what- 
ever discredited stock would biing in a depressed market. 
The 5 per cent, sterling stock issued in pursuance of the acts 
jof last session, and di'livercd to the internal improvement 
lOompanies, will probably pass through a similar course of 
degradation. When these companies are pressed by heavy 
engagements which they generally contract without funds, 
^ey are compelled to Sacrifice whate\'cr securities come into 
thiSU possession, for the purpose of saving their own credit, 
'and preventing the immediate ruin of their labourers and 
contractors. The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company 
was in this condition when it received the 6 per cent, stock 
in 1838, and the additional 5 per cent sterling stock, for one 
tnillion three hundj:ed and seventy-five thousand dollars issu- 
ed in pursuance of the act of the last session. These ^ocks 
have been used in the payment of old debts, and the fulfil- 
ment of exuiting contracts, which could not be abandoned 
without the payment of heavy damages to the contractors. 

What loss will result from the hypothecation and forced 
sale of the stock, the high interest of the loans for which it 
yeas pledged, and the payment of costs and commissions, it 
is impossible to ascertain ; but the amount will considerably 
reduce the resources upon which the company relied for the 
completion of the canal. The State has invested seven mil- 
lions of dollars in loans and subscriptions for that work which 
will yield neither interest nor dividend till it is finished to Cum- 
berland. Between that place and the District of Columbia, 
Ihere is no intermediate point, at which it can terminate, 
with the least prospect of advantage to the state, or profit to 
the stockholders. When it reaches Cumberland, it will 
form, by means of a connexion with the National Road, a 
cheap and easy communication with the Ohio river ; and 
will derive a profitable business from the transportation of 
cod, iron, merchandise and agricultural produce. The state 
will begin to derive some profit from her investments ; and, 
when it is extended to the Patapsco, as provided for in the 
charter, Baltimore will receive a large portion of the trade to 
which it will give rise. But the completion of the canal and 
the engagements of the company will probably require three 
millions of dollars, in addition to the sums already advanced ; 
and in the present condition of the Treasury, it is a subject 
of serious consideration, whether so large an addition could 
be made to the public debt, without entirely prostrating the 
credit of the State. It was made the duty of the executive, 
by an act of the last session, to propose on the part of the 
state, to finish the canal to Cumberland on condition of re- 
ceiving a transfer of the stock, held by the General Govern- 
ment in tlie canal company ; and that proposition has been 
accordingly communicated to the President of the United 
States. If acceded to by Congress, it will be the province of 
the Legislature to provide means for carrying it into effect. 
A report of the present condition of the company is expected, 
and will be communicated to the two Houses as soon as it is 
received. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Failroad Company, until recent- 
ly, has avoided the error of entering into arriingemcnis beyond 
its means. After the completion of the Washington Branch, 
its attention was directed more to the repairs and improve- 
ment of that part of the main stem which had been previously 
finished, than to the extension of its woiks towards the Ohio. 
The two lines of road, now in operation, afford great f icilities 
Tor travelling, and for the transportation of goods and agri- 
cultaral produce; and the Washington Branch yields a profit 
to the stockholders. The interest on the stock, i^;sucd to 
pay the State subscription has been regularly discharged ; 
and a considerable sum has been annually paid into the 
Treasury, besides from the tran^rtations of travellers on 
the Washington road. 

Preparations are now in progress for extending the main 
item from Harper's Ferry to Wheeling, and the line between 
the former place and Cumberland has been put under con- 
tract The distance from Harper's Ferry to Wheeling is 
t#o hufidred and ninety-two miles ; and at a moderate estimate 
lb«wbaf«woikwiUcostttnmiUioD«or4ottai«. Theis««M 



of the company, ibr completing thAroad betweea these poioti^ 
consist of 9tate bonds for three millions of doBars, of atj 
stock for the same sum, of the subscription of Wheeling for 
one million, and of the contribution of Virginia, of two-fifUia 
of the expenditures within her limits, estimated at onemiUion 
three hundred and thirty-eight thousand dollars. It is un- 
derstood that no payments are expected from Virginia or 
Wheeling, till the road is completed to the Ohio, asMl in the 
present state of the money market, and of American secuii- 
ticif, there is no prospect of selling the State or ci^ bonds, 
without such a loss, as would materially diminish the resour- 
ces of the company. 

The Pieiddent of the company went to England in Sep- 
tember, with full power conferred upon him by the board of 
directors, to sell or pledge tlie State bonds ; or to make such 
arrangements for their future sale or hypothecation, as he 
might deem most advantageous to the parties concerned. In 
the execution of this trust, he deposited the bonds with Ba- 
ring, Brothers Sc Co., who agreed to become the agents of 
the railroad company on the following conditions. They 
are to sell the bonds at certain prices, and to charge ccitttn 
commissions, and arc to allow the company, after next Feb- 
ruary, to draw upon them for ten thounand pounds sterling 
a month, under the limitation, that their advances are never 
to exceed forty thousand pounds at any one time. Thqr 
are at liberty to sell as much stock as may be required 
to cover these advances, without any restriction as to price 
or time. After thus reimbursing themselves, they are to per- 
mit the company to draw in like manner for similar sums ; 
and this operation may be repeated until the bonds are all 
forced into tho maiket for the payment of temporary loons. 
For some time l)£fore tho bonds were sent to England, tba 
scarcity of money, and the abundance of American securities, 
and their rapid fall in value, made it impossible to effect a 
sale, or negotiate a loan on reasonable terms ; ant) the intro- 
duction of so large an amount of Maryland stock into foreign 
markets, under such circumstances, and for fo slight an in* 
ducement. was calculated to sink more de ply if possible, tho 
credit of the bunds which had bejn unfortunately pledged by 
the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company. 

In midting this arrangement wiih the Barings, the Balti- 
more and Ohio railroad company has entered into the system 
of hypothecation which has been so disastrous to the credit 
of the State; and, in entering into extensive operations with- 
out money or the certainty of raising it, has abandoned the 
prudent and cautious policy which has generally character- 
ized its proceedings. 

The State subscription and loans to the Baltimore and 
Susquehanna railroad company amounted to 1.350,000 dol- 
lars, besides the loan of 750,000 dollars, authorized at the 
last session. The last loan was granted to enable the com- 
pany to p^ its debts, and finish the road to Wrightsville and 
thus form a connexion with the Pennsylvania works. The 
commissioner of loans, who was directed to sell t&e bonds 
issued for the company, and has detained the rest in hit 
binds, because they could not be sold without loss. — As the 
company could derive but little advantage from this loan, for 
which it had consented to important modifications of its 
charter, it made an arrangement with the city of Baltimon 
for the loan of city stock, to a sufficient ^ount to complete 
the road to Wrightsville, which is expected to be in operation 
next spring. 

The State subscrilted onemiUion of dollars to the Eastern 
Shore railroad, on the condition that other bona fide subscrip- 
tions should be made to a sufficient amount to complete the 
road. No new contracts have been made since Inst winter, 
and the work has been suspended throughout the line, ex- 
cept a small portion of it in Somerset county. Of its debls^ 
embarrassments and general condition^ a report is expected 
in a few days. 

The Annapolis and Elk Ridge railroad company received 
a subscription from the State of 3 .0.0 JO dollars, a part of 
which has been paid in money, and a part in bonds, which 
last remain unsold in tiie hands i >f the Treasurer. The Tide 
Water canal company received, in pursuance of the act of 
last sewon, a loan of a million of dollars in State bood^ 
which were negotiated at tb« United Slatce fiaak, and after* 
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wards tranwiitted to England, witli other securities, to meet 
the engagements of that institution. The canal is now fin- 
Uhed, and wij be opened in the spring fi>r the trade of the 
Susquehanna. It connects the Pennsylvania canals with 
the Chesapeake Day, and forms an inij>ortant link in the 
chain of inland communication between the dilTcrcnt States 
of the Union. 

In giving a particular account of the cTnbarnissmrnts into 
which the State has been drawn, by the wild spirit of internal 
improvcmant, my object is to call the attention of the Lf {;is- 
laturo to the necessity of guarding against an increase of rx- 
isting evils, and of providing, it' possible, for the giaddal 
redemption of the public debt. I do not perixsive ht*w these 
objects can be effected without a^i^ting the further issue and 
hy]iothecation of St.)te stock ; reducing the public expendi- 
tures by a rigid sy-ttem of economy, and increasing the re- 
venue by a moderaie t:ix on real anid personal esfate, till it is 
suflieient to pay tlie intsrest, and have a small surplus to be 
applied to the principal of the public debt Two hundred 
thousand dollars a year, in ad<Ution to the present revenue, 
would probably be sufficient for thi^ puriwse. if raised at 
once* but the longer the taxes are postponed the heavier they 
roust be at last. The opinion may be held by some few, 
that this debt w not binding on the State, and by others, that 
if binding, it will never !« paid, bt'cause the people will not 
consent to be taxed. But it has been contracted, and con- 
firmed by successive Legitflaturcs ; sanctioned by the people 
themselves ; in the continuod re-election of representatives, 
who wore most prominrnt in creating it; and the obligations 
of the State are in the hands of men, who relied upon her 
good faith, and whose borrowed money has been expended 
on her works. It is impossible to question the validity of 
the debt, and unreasonable to plead inability, without first 
making an effort to discharge it. 

A$»umption of the ttate debts by the G^eneral Government, 

The assumption of the State debts by the General Govern- 
ment has been suggested as the most cflectual means of 
extricating the States from their present embarra^Mments ; but 
as thb measure is beyond the control of Maryland, her safest 
course is to act upon the supposition that she will be obliged 
to provide for the payment of her own debts. It has been 
also proposed to divide the proceeds of the public lands 
among the diflcrent States, for purposes of internal improve- 
ment. The friends of education are competitors for this 
fund. Whether it will be applied to either or both of these 
objects, or to the purposes of the General Government, is a 
question which will probably not be settled, till our railroads 
and canals are beyond the reach of assistance. 

liiue ofttocht or paper money. 

It has been proposed by those, who are aware of the un 
certainty of aid from the General Government, that the in 
temal improvement companies should be authorized to issue 
paper money, based on the credit of the State, for the purpose 
of prosecuting their works. I^he Chesapeake and Ohio ca- 
nal company has frequently resorted to the expedient of 
iasoing scrip, to relieve itself from existing debts, which it 
had no other means of discharging. For the same reason, 
it has recently issued notes bearing interest and payal)le in 
State bonds. It has been lately determined by the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad company, to issue certificates for circula- 
tion, based on the credit of the stock which is to be paid for 
the dty subacription of three millions of dollars. 

The stock ia to bo placed in the hands of commissioners, 
for the redemption of the railroad certificates as fost as they 
are presented, in sums not leas than one hundred dollars. — 
Thia ia one of the means relied on, for the construction of 
the road between Harper^a Feny and Cumberland. A com- 
pany, constantly receiving and paying away money, may 
Mane « certain amount of thia kind of paper on the basia of 
ite own operations. Aa much of it as is required for the pay* 
manhof toUa and other charges, may be kept continually in 
drciilation ; not on account of the securiQr upon which it 
veata, hot beeaoae it answers all the pnrpoees of money. To 
thb extend it ia mora Talaabla than State or city stock, and 



' will not be funded in either. When more is paid out than 
! will freely circulate, the operation of funding will begin ;and 
then the paper will sink below the value of the stock into 
which it ia convertible. It will be distibuted in small sums 
along the line of the works, among labourers and others, who 
do not deal in blocks, and who are not able to make perma- 
nent investments. It will be purchased at a discount, by 
brokers and speculator^, an<l sold to capitalists at a profit, for 
something less than the price of sutck. 'i*he depreciation of 
the stock, suoge.stcd the idea of issuing other paper in ite 
place. If it could have been sold at par, or exchanged for 
hank notes, or bad been available in any other form, the 
scheme would not have occurred to the companies, of issuing 
a paper currency, not to a small amount for circulation, but 
to such an excess as to coerce the conversion of it into da- 
preclited funds. 

If the State and city stock lise to their proper value, 
as they ccrteinly will if not used too freely, money can be 
raised upon them without llie intervention of canal and rail- 
road certificate.4. A t present, when the State bonds arc forced 
into market, and sold by suKpcnded banks, at a discount of 
twenty and thirty per cent., t))ey are not a (suitable foundation 
for a circulating medium If a State bank was established, 
and its ncitcs wore p lyaMo in depreciated stock, the result 
would bo the immediate depreciation of the notes; unless 
they were limited to such an amount as could be used in the 
collection and disbursement of the public revenue. If issued 
only to that amount, tliey would circulate freely for other 
purpo.es; and so would the railroad certificates, under the 
same limitetions; for tito obvious rea-on, that they might 
always be applied to the particular use, fur which tliey would 
l)c as current as gold or »ilver. The issue of certiHcates to 
any excess, would be particularly injurious to tlie Baltimore 
and Ohio ISailroad Company, because it is now receiving a 
large income from ite operations. In proportion as the paper 
fell in value, a rise would take place in contracts, labor, me- 
chanics' bills and all expenses paid by tho company in that 
medium, while ite own charges for freight and paasengera 
would be paid according to the rates fixed by law, in depre- 
ciated certificates, purchased at a discount for the purpose. 

There is another objection to this funding system ; and 
that is its tendency to increase tlie derangement of the cur- 
rency. When paper money is issued by banks alone, for 
sums not less than five dollars, and redeemable in gold and 
silver, there is a possibility of restraining it within reasonabla 
limite. The banks have the benefit of its circulation, and the 
means of ascertaining ite amount ; and in times of pressure, 
have a resource in the coin which fills the minor channels of 
business. If other corporations or individuals, issue notes for 
circulation, they embarrass the operations of the banka and 
increase the fluctuations in the currency. While they are not 
paying specie themselves, they may sell or exchange their own 
paper for bank notes, and draw specie out of the banks. If 
canal and railroad companies, holding perpetual charters, and 
engaged in extensive contracte, were allowed the privilege of 
issuing paper to supply their own wante and not the wante of 
the public, tho present banking system would be made infin« 
itely worse, and complete confusion would be introduced into 
the currency of the State. t 

Banht pnvaSe Baukin^f and (he circulation of tmail 

notee, 

^ Legislative measures are required in relation to the bankal 
private banking, and the circulation of small notes. But 
whether the currency will be ever restored to a sound state, or 
tlio operations of banking reduced within proper limits, is a 
very doubtful question. There is a tendency in this, and 
every other state, to extend the banking system, and of ooorse, 
to weaken it, by the multiplication of new banks. Okl char- 
ters are reneweld, long before they expire ; none are repealed, 
on account of violated obligationa ; and the charters of broken 
banks are never reclaimed. These last are offered for aale,a8 
if they were still in existence; and banks that suspend while 
others are paying specie, revive in times of general suspen- 
sion ; and are sometimes purchased by new coropaniea, who 
wish to shelter themselves under the vested privilegea; or by 
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old honks in other States, that choo?e to establish agencies in 
Maryland. Savings Institutions, piivate bankers, and indivi- 
duals, issue their small notes, redeemable in what are called 
current funds ; and paper money fills all the channels of cir- 
culation; 

It is for the Legislature to determine whether these evils 
will admit of correction, and what legal provision will be most 
likely to accomplish that object. It appears to he the general 
opinion, that banks ought to be placed under additional regu- 
lations and restrictions; and that stockholders should be 
made responsible to creditors for all losses, and be deprived of 
their dividends during a suspension of specie payments. 1 
shall first point out what appears- to me objectionable in the 
plan of subjecting stockholders to these liabilities, and then 
suggest such regulations as may have a beneficial eflect upon 
the banks. The real stockholders, that is, those who have 
paid for their stock, know nothing about the management of 
the hanks, and have very little influence in choosing officers 
and directrirs. Many of them are women and children, and 
all of them losing their btnck, suffer sufficiently, without being 
deprived of every thing else to satisfy depositors and note 
holders, who commit the same indiscretion of trusting the 
hanks. 

The State is a stockholder, and has more power than indi- 
viduals to prevent mismanagement; yet banks might fail 
before the causes were known to the puMtc authorities. The 
stock is continually changing hands, and would be difficult 
to trace the liability through a succession of stockholders, in- 
deed It would be useless to make search, for if such a provi- 
sion were ingradcd into bank charters, the owners of shares 
would be found in possession of no other property, 'i'he 
same objections apply, with greater force, to the plan of de- 
priving stockholders of their dividends. They have no con- 
trol over banks, and many of them, no other bupport ; and it 
would be rather a rigorous proceeding, to tuke the bread out 
of their mouths, because the Government itself allowed these 
institutions to violate their obligations. Under such a regu- 
lation the State would be deprived of her dividends, which 
could not be conveniently spared in the present condition of 
the treasury. The officers and directors instead of being 
punished or restrained by a provision of this kind, would be 
benefited by its opeiation, in having a large amount of unpaid 
dividends for the accommodation of themselves and their 
friends. 

It would be in vain to prohibit loans to directors, because 
the notes of other persons might be discounted for their use. 
To limit the circulation according to the amount of specie is 
an uncertain rule for many reasons; and especially for these : 
that the proportions arc varying every hour, and that specie 
i^ as likely to be demanded fordeposites, as for notes. If ihc 
loans and discounts of every bank in the tState were fixed at 
a certain limit, beyond which they could never be carried 
without causing a forfeiture of its charter ; its circulation 
might be kept under control ; its overtrading be checked, and 
an excuse furnished for resisting the importunate demands 
of borroweis. If this Umit were fixed by law, each bank 
would have some security against the excesses of the rest, 
and might be regulated in its own operations, according to its 
actual capital and means. No bank ought to be permitted to 
ijsue, pay, or receive any note for a leas sum than five dollars, 
under any circumstance ; or to refuse to redeem its obliga- 
tions, till its specie was entirely exhausted. 

It would then be seen which was standing on a solid foun- 
dation ; whereas, at pre.sent they are all placed upon the same 
footing and are covered by the Bame Fhield. They would i:e 
deprived of the power of drawing specie from other banks, 
while they were. not paying it themselves ; and relieved from 
the duty of deciding whether the public interest required them 
to suspend or resume. But no regulations or restrictions will 
avail, unless some means be prunded for enforcing them ; and 
unless the Legislature reserve the power to repeal the charter 
of every bank that vioLitcJ the conditions imposed. The 
lianks ou?l»l to be required to give their assent to whatever 
legal provisions may be adopted ; and those which refused 
would be lell exposed to the penalties incurred, and be com- 
pelled to w'nlup their aflairs, unless, indeed, their broken! 



charters were found too strong for the power and author tin 
of the State. 

Catt»€9 of Embarra»9ment9 of Trade. 

I have not thought it necessary to go into an examtnallon 
of the causes which have led to the periodical embarrassments 
of trade, and to the late suspension of the banks. These 
subjects have been so frequently discussed, and have become 
so intimately connected with party questions, tbat nothing 
that I could say would change the opinion of other men in 
relation to the pressures. An adverse balance of trade is 
more embarrassing to tlie banks now than formerly, benoae 
small notes, in almost eveiy State, have usurped the place of 
such silver coin, as on account of its weight, is fit for foreign 
markets. In meeting a foreign demand, the banks have no 
lesourco in the circulation of the country, and are obliged to 
furnish the requisite supply of specie out of their own vaults. 
Mo measures of the General Government or of the States, 
can prevent the evils complained of, while so many banks are 
in operation, while nearly the whole circulating medium 
consists of paper currency ; and white the immense ispoes of 
State securities are disturbing the operation of trade and caus- 
ing money to ebb or flow, according to their rejection or sale 
in foreign markets. 

Amendment of the Corutitutiun. 

There is another subject of importance, which as it comes 
annually under consideration, wiU probably occupy the atten- 
tion of the Legislatitre at the presaent session ; I mean the 
amendment of the Constitution. Formed In the mid^t of the 
revolutionary war, for a country only partially settled, and for 
a people just emerging from a state of colonial dependence, 
it was difficult to adapt its provisions to the new character 
they were about to assume, and impossible to provide for the 
successive changes which time might produce in their condi- 
tion. The mode of amending it furnishes proof, that it was 
nothing more than a provisional organization of a new goT- 
ernment It has been changed from time to lime till it has 
become a shapeless mass of unintelligible and contradicloiy 
provisions. Some of its great leading principles remain in 
theory, but have been rendered nugutory by legislative and 
judicial construction. Some of its restrictions upon popular 
rights have been repealed, and a new spirit has been breath- 
ed into by the people. But every amendment has been made 
in reference t3 some particular object, and has broken the 
connexion between the provisions that remained; and no 
one can tell what the Constitution is, or where it is to be 
found. 

But its greatest defect is, that the Legislature has power 
and control over it. A constitution is a limitation of power 
and marks out for each branch of the Government, the orliit 
in which it is to move. Ours is a Constitution for the Judi- 
ciary and the Executive, but not for the Legislature. This 
branch may abolish the other branches or take away their 
powers. It might have been supposed, that an amendment 
proposed at one session would come under the action of the 
people before its confirmation at the next ; but membere are 
elected and re-elected on account of their general character 
and influence, and very seldom reference to any particular 
measures. The Legislature, on great occasions, has been 
obliged to act in its conventional capacity, because there was 
no other practicable mode of introducing salutaiy amend- 
ments. But it is time that the power of legislation should be 
separated from the higher power of regulating the principles 
and boundaries of the Government; and that a permanent 
Constitution should be formed by a convention of the peo- 
ple. 

There are some, who think that the people who lived in 
Maryland in 1776, deprived themselves and all auccecding 
generations, of the power to alter the present constitution, or 
to make another, except in a prescribed ftirm, and through 
be agency of the General Aasemhly. Those, who bdleve 
that the people have made no such surrender of power, are 
nevertheless of opinion, that the most regular mode of calling 
a convention, is dy means of the constituted authorities.— 
The legislature might by two successive acts. The call of 
a convention might be provided for by an amendment of the 
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present constitution, which would ramove every scruple; 
and by the same means the State might be saved from any 
additional expenses. By omitting one session of the Legis- 
lature, and having a convention to sit in its place, nothing 
would be added to the ordinary expenditures. 

Militia Jlnna, 

In the discharge of my official duties, rcry f«;w things have 
come to my knowledge, that are deserving of your attention. 
Various official reports and communications have been re- 
ceived, and will be communicated. The arms heretofore 
received, from the General Government, have generally been 
distributed to militia companies as directed by law and spe- 
cial resolutions. The muskets lately received from the Onl- 
nance Department, have boon retained in the armory and 
these are all that arc now fit for service. There ought to be 
always a supply of arms at the seat of government for sudden 
emergencies ; but if the old system is continued, of distribu- 
ting them as fast as they are received, and of receiving in 
exchange for them such as are not worth repairing, it will 
be better to abolish the armories and get rid of the expense. 

Last summer, Col. Thurston was ordered btit %vith a part 
of his regiment, to suppress a riot among the labourers on the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canaL No charge has been made for 
the services performed, but an account will be presented for 
the expenses incurred which cannot be paid by the executive 
without authority of law. 

Crime-^^Finen '-^Impritonment, 

M'ith the exception of the disturbance on the canal, which 
was promptly suppressed, good order has prevailed in every 
part of the State. During the past year, there has been a 
consitleratde abatement of crime, and veiy tew cases have 
occurred, of violence or outrage, or of the ui«e of pistols, dirks, 
and knives, with which disturbers of the public peace gen- 
erally arm themselves. The law in relation to fines and im- 
prisonment requires some modification. A man not able to 
pay a fine, may be kept in perpetual imprisonment, unless he 
ifl released by the executive. 

There ought to be no necessity for such interference, which 
might be obviated by providing for the release of the offender 
after a limited confinement. A man was sentenced by a 
District Court of Anne Arundel county, to be imprisoned 
ten days and fined five dollars, for committing an assault and 
battery. Not being able to pay the fine, and being a stran- 
ger and without funds, he romained in the Annapolis jail 
fifteen months before his case was brought before the execu- 
tive. 

Conclusion. 

The Constitution of Maryland does not make it the duty 
of the executive to recommend measures, to the legislature ; 
and I communicate my views on the present occarion, not so 
much from a sense of official duty, as from a desire to com- 
ply with what appears to be the general expectation ; and I 
have expressed my opiniona freely, not that I supposed them 
entitled to much weight, bat l>ecause I wished them to be un- 
derstood. 

WM. GRASON. 



Bankrttpteiet in France.^Fxom the 1st January 1839, 
to the 1st January 1840, 1,013 bankruptcies were declared 
for the department of the Seine ; viz: 5 K in January, 68 in 
February, 79 in March, 84 in April, 86 in May, 100 in 
June, 91 in July, 107 in August, 84 in September, 103 in 
October, 70 in November, and 76 in Decemlier. The total 
amount of these failures was 60 millions of franca. 



TradeofMn9$achutetUin Ice. — Last year the quantity 
of ice ahipped for distant ports, at the wharves in Charles 
town, on board one hundred an4 furty vcsmcU, was upwards 
ottlUny thoueand toml all of which, with the exception of 
about six thousand tons, was brought from Fre«h Fond. — 
And if greater facilities for transporting it were ofiered by 
a railroad, the quantity would be greatly increased. The 
Lowell Railroad is, therefore, petitioning the Legislature for 
an cxiensioii of tlw road to the Pond. 



The Philadelphia Inquirer has the following account of 
an extraordinary performance of a locomotive engine on the 
Reading Railroad, last week : 

Bxtraordlnary performanee of a I<oeomotIve 

Buflnc* 

The engine ** Growan and Man,** built by Messrs. East- 
wick and Harrison, for the Philadelphia and Reading Rail- 
road Company, weighing eleven tons, drew yesterday over 
the railway from Reading to llie Columbia Railroad bridge 
at Peter's Island, otte ktindi-ed and one haded cars. 

Gross weight of train, 4C3 tons of 2240 lbs. 

Nett " " 263i " '* 

Running time 5 hours S3 minutes — distance 64 j milee*- 
being at an average speed of about 10 miles per hour. 

The coal consumed by the engine in drawing this load, 
was 5600 lbs., or rather less than 2^ tons. 

The quantity of oil consumed by the whole train of cars, 
was 5^ quarts, being about half a gill for each car. 

The freight was as follows : 

3002 barrels of Flour weighing 1 00} tons 

469kegs of nails 22 <' 

52 banels of whiskey. 11) 

20 hogsheads of com meal 13 j 

5 hhds whiskey 3^ 

7 hhds linseed oil 7} ** 

Lot of band iron, dec 19J ** 

Total nett freight 1268} 

Amount of freight bills $833 19, for the whole train. 

The day's expenses for running this train were as fol- 
lows : — 

Total cost per day for engine $16 67 

Wear and tear of cars — equal to 30 
cent per day for each car; for 101 
cars 30 30 

Four men to attend the train of cars, at 
$1 each 4 00 

5} quarts of oil for curs^ costing 2 00 

36 30 
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This does not include expense of loading, un- 
loading, or warehousing, nor the cost of returning 
the empty cars to Reading, which would add a sum 
equal to the expense of transportation down the 
rood, or 



52 07 



52 97 



The expense of transportation, including the 

taking back the empty can, was therefore $105 94 

or aboui forty cents per ton. 

The quantity of flour brought down by this engine in one 
train, is equal to the estimated consumption of this city for a 
whole week. 

The estimate of the engineers of this road for engines of 
twelve tons weight, drawing coals firom Pottsville to Phila- 
delphia,is 150 tons nett load, which from the above perfomn 
ance can no longer be doubted by any unprejudiced person 
as fully within nfe limits. 

When the railway is finished to Pottsville (which it is er* 
pected will be done during the present year) and when the 
company shall be passing over it daily, 15 trains, (or more) 
with 1 50 tons nett weight of coal in each train, beiiig a daily 
tonnage of 2250 tone, at $2 per ton, for freight and toll, the 
value of this great work to Philadelphia and the ooel region, 
will be nuule manifest 

Philadelphia, February 21, 1840. 



Width of the Lakc-^We availed ourself of the ice on 
Monday to measure, in company with Mr. M'Fadden, oar 
county surveyor, the width of the lake in front of Main atieet, 
and found it to be half a milo and three chaina. The opin* 
ion has always prevailed that it was much wider. At high 
water, but withm its hanks, the distance wouU be increased 
very little. — Peoria Reg, 
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Old Line Liverpool Packefi. 

. Tho »plcndonr and speed of the New York packet shipe 
are unsurpassed in any part of the world, and iiicts re- 
lative to them are nt all times interesting. It will be seen by 
the tables which we shall publish that their speed almost 
•quals that by steam. 

Annexed is a statement showing the passages of each ship 
belonging to the Old or Black Ball Line ol Liverpool packets 
during the year 1B39. 



Smiletl/rom 
Ship9» JVVw York,- 

North America . . . Jan. 5 

Europe " 19 , 

Columbus Feb. 2 . 

South America... "19 

England *,*, Mar. 1 

Or^eus " 22 . 

Cambridge Apl. 1 

North America ... "19 

Europe May 2 

Oxfonl "20 . 

Columbus June 1 . 

South America. ... "19 . 

England July 1 . 

Cambridge " 19 . 

Orpheus Aug. I 

North America ... ** 21 . 

Europe Sept. 2 . 

Oxfoid " 19 . 

Columbus Oct. 1 

South America ... . " 20 . 

England Nov.! 

New York " 19 . 

Cambridge Dec. 5 . 

OxfonJ " 20 . 



OUTWARD PASSAGES. 

^9rrived at 
JJverpool, 

. Jan. 25 
. Feb. 8 , 

" 21 , 
Mar. 15 

" 19 , 
. Apl. 13 

« 29 . 
. May 18 . 
. June 7 

" 9 . 

" 22 . 
July 9 

" 2) . 
Aug. 7 

** 27 . 
. Sept. 10 . 

Oct. 9 . 



" 21 
Nov. 13 

" 20 

Dec. 14 

Jan. 3 



Dayt, 

20 

20 

19 

24 

18 

22 

28 

29 

36 

19 

21 

20 

19 

19 

26 

20 

22 

20 

20 / 

24 

19 

25 

28 



The longest outward passage was made by the Europe, she 
fcaving been thirty-eix days. — and the shortest by the Eng- 
land, in eighteen days. All the passages average twenty-two 
days and a half. 

The homeward passages are as follows. They average 
thirty>three days and seventeen hours. 



Shipt. 



Cambridge Jan. 10 

Orpheus.... "22 

North America. . . Feb. 7 

Earope '< 19 

Oxford Mar.29 

South America. . . Apl. 8 

Columbus ^ 10 

England <' 24 

Orpheoti May 8 

Cambridge *« 21 

North America.. . June 8 

Europe "20 

Oxford JalyO 

Cdumbcis "20 

Sooth America . . . Aug. 9 

EngUnd "S3 

Cambridge Sept 10 

Orpheus " 21 

North America. . . Oct. 8 

Oxford " 21 

ColambQfl Nov. 8 

South America... " 22 
Dec.8 



BOMIWABD PASSAOF8. 

Sailed from Arrived at 
Liverpool, JV>w york, 

.... Feb. 12 



%• • • 



" 20 

Mar. 18 

" 30 

Maya 

" 5 

« 11 

" 23 

" 3d 

June 23 

July 1 1 

Aug. 3 

" 26 

Sept3 

•* 14 

Oct 1 

" 11 

u 28 

Nov. 26 
« 13 

Dec.8 
" 20 

Jan. 4 



Dayt, 

88 
29 
39 
39 
35 
27 
31 
29 
22 
38 
33 
46 
38 
44 
36 
40 
81 
37 
48 
23 
81 
28 
25 



The Orpheus made a homeward passage in twenty-two 
days, the Oxford in twenty-three, and the England in twenty- 
five, making the three shortest The longest was made by 
tfaa Novth America, in forty-eight days. 



Passaors or Tiia Stkax Ships. — ^To-day we give the 
passages of the Great Wesleni, British Queen, and Liver- 
, pool, for the year 1839 : 

Passages of thk Grf.at Wfsrznx. 
To Nlw Yobk. 
Sailed from »^rrivcd at 



Briitol. 


JVVw York. 


Day. 


January 28 .. 


February 16 ... 


... 18^ 


March 23 .. 


AprU 14... 


... 2H 


May 18 .. 


May 31 ... 


... 13 


July 6 .. 


hily 2*2 ... 


... 15^ 


August 24 .. 


September 10 ... 


... 164 


Octolier 19 .. 


November 2 ... 

To BiiiSToi. 


... 14i 


Sailed from 


^ffrrivtd at 




•AVw York, 


JiHttol, 


J)ayt, 


February 25 .. 


March 12 ... 


... 13 


April 22 .. 


May 7 ... 


... \4i 


June 13 ., 


June 27 ... 


... m 


August 1 . . 


Augu!<t 13 ... 


... 12^ 


t5eptcraber21 .. 


October 4 . . . 


... 13 


November 16 . . 


November 30 ... 


... 18* 



The passages from England average sixteen days and a 
half each, and the whole time occupied in making six western 
passages was ninety-nine days and a quarter. The diortest 
was made in thirteen days, and tho longest in twenty-one 
and a half. 

The passaj^es hence to Bristol arenig^H] thirteen days and 
nine hours each. The lonf^cst was in ddeen days, and the 
shortest in twelve and a quarter. The six eastern passages 
were made in eighty days and twelve hours. 

By two of the passnges, passengers and despatches reacfar 
ed Paris, by the way of England, on the fifteenlh day after 
leaving New York. They also arrived in London and Liver- 
pool on the thirteenth day. 

PaSSAOKS of Till RlllTlSB QucEv. 

To New York. 

Saikdfrom Jinived at 

Portomouth, J^'ev York, Day, 

July 12 July 27 Uf 

September 3 September 20 17 

November 3 November 23 « 20| 



Sailed from 
•AVw York, 

1 
1 



August 
October 



To PunrsHouTB.* 

.Arrived at 
Porltmouth, 

AugURt 14 

October 15 



December 2 December 25 



Day, 

I3i 
131 
22J 



The shortest passage from England was made in lotnteeB 
days and twenty-one hours — the longest in twenty days and 
nine hours. The shortest passage hence was perfonned ui 
thirteen days and a halt and the longest in twenty-iwo and 
a half. If we calculate the time, however, when she aiiived 
off Portsmouth, the passage was made in twenty-one daya 
and fourteen hoara. 

The western passages averaged seventeen days and cig^ 
hours each. Those made to tihe eastward sixteen daya end 
fourteen hours. 

On her first voyage she arrived here on the 27th of Jaly« 
disdiarged about one thousand packages of goods, bMdea 
baggage— reloaded cargo— took in seven hundred and fif^ 
five tons of coal, stores for one hundred and thirteen passen* 
geia, and was ready for sea on the Slat of the same montb— 
four daya work. 



PAsaAOBs or thb Lirxaroor. 

To New YottK. 

Sailed from Arrived at 

LiverpooL Wew York» 

Febrtiaiy 6 Febraaiy 35 . . . 

April 30 May 7 ... 



Dayn 

m 
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PA0dAGB8 OP NEW YORK AKD LIVBftPOOL PACKBT8. 



Iflt 



Sailed from Arrived at 

UverpooL JWw Yttrh, 

June 13 Jane 30 

August 1 August 18 

September 21 October 7 

November 16 December 6 



16^ 
17 
16 
18i 



Sailed from 
JVVw Tork, 



To LiTsnrooi. 

Arrived at 
Liverpool, 



March 
May 

July 

August 

October 



9 March 

18 

6 

24 



19 



l)ecemberl6 



25 

June 1 

July 20 

September 8 14^ 

November 6 17^ 



Vayi, 

16 

14i 

13} 



The Liverpool has eighteen hours steaming farther to go 
dian eithefthe Great Western or the British Queen. 

The passages to New York averaged seventeen days and 
four houra each. The longest was made in eighteen days 
and twelve houn, and the shortest in sixteen days. 

Those to Liverpool averaged fifleen days and bixteen hours. 
The shortest was made in thirteen days and tbree-quaiters, 
and the longest in seventeen days and twelve hours. 

Paweajee of the Packet Shtpt. — We continue to-day the 
ptaages of the Liverpool packet ships for the year 1839 : 

Outward Paeta^et of the Dramatic Line, 

Ships. Srdfm N.York. Arr. at Liverpool Days. 

Sheridan, Jan. 27 Feb. 13 17 

Garrick, Feb. 25 Mar. 17 20 

Roscius, Mar. 26 Aprll9 22 

Siddons, Aprl 25 May 18 23 

Sberidan, May 25 Jane 19 25 

Ganrick, June 25 July 16 21 

Rosciua, July 25 Aug. 19 25 

Siddons, Aug. 26 Sept. 13 18 

Sheridan, Sept 26 Oct. 13 . 17 

Oanick, Oct 26 Nov. 15 21 

Rosdus, Nov. 25 Dec 14 19 

Siddons, Dec. 28 — — 

They averaged to the eastward twenty days and a half 
Mch. The eleven passages were made in two hundred and 
twenty-eight days. The shortest was made in seventeen 
days, and the longest in twenty-five. 

Homeward Pataa^ee. 

Ships^ Srd fm Liverpool. Air. at N. York. Days. 

Rosdus^ Jan. 17 Feb. 17 31 

Siddonsb Feb. 18 Mar. 26 85 

Sheriilan, Mar. 18 April 25* 88 

Garrick, April 14 May 14 30 

Roarius, May 14 June 6 23 

Siddons, June 14 July 12 28 

Sheridan, July 15 Aug. 17 33 

Garrick, Aug. 15 Sept 15 83 

Rosetus, Sept 13 Oct 12 29 

Siddons, Oct 13 Nov. 13 30 

Sheridan, Nov. 14 Dec. 10 26 

Garrick, Dec. 14 Jan. 16 33 

These passages averaged thirty and a half days each.^ 
One was in twenty- three days, which was ibe shortest The 
longest was thirty-eight days. Each passage was singulariy 
fortunate. The twelve western passages were performed in 
three hundred and sixty •nine days. 

Outward Patoageu of the Star Line. 

Ships. SIM fm N. Yoik. Arr. at Liverpool Days. 

Sheffield, Jan. 16 Feb. 6 21 

fTnited States, Feb. 16 Mar. 15 27 

Wcatohester, Mar. 14 AprU 10 27 

Vir^ian, ApiU 16 May 9 %} 

Sheffield. • May 14 June 9 26 



United States, 


June 14 


July 8 


U 


Westchester, 


July 13 


Aug. 4 


22 


Virginian, 


Aug. 13 


Sept 4 


23 


Sheffield, 


Sept 14 


Oct 8 


24 


United States, 


Oct 16 


Nov. 13 


38 


Virginian, 


Nov. 15 


Dee. 8 


38 



These eleven passages were made in two hundred and 
sixty-six days, and they averaged a fraction over twenty-four 
days each. The shortest was maJe in twenty-one days, and 
the longest in twenty-eight 

Homeward Pattagea, 

Ships. srd fm Liverpool. Arr. at N. York. Days 

Virginian, Feb. 1 Mar. 18 45 

Sheffield, Mar. 2 Mar. 29 27 

United states, April 2 May 5 33 

Westchester, May 17 June 25 59 

Virginian, June 2 July 10 38 

Sheffield, July 3 Aug. 15 43 

United States, Aug. 3 Sept 14 43 

Westchester, Sept 2 Oct 11 39 

Virginian, Oct 4 Nov. 5 5 1 

Sheffield, Nov. 1 Dec. 1 30 

United States, Dec 4 Jan. 4 SO 

The longeat homeward passage was made in forty*fiv« 
days, and the shortest in twenty-seven. The eleven were 
made in three hundred and ninety-eight days. 

Outward Pattag-eo oj the Swallew Tail Line, 

Ships. srd fm N. York. Arr. at Liverpool Daya. 

Roscoe, Jan. 8 Jan. 28 20 

George Washington, Feb. 7 Mar. 6 26 

Shakespeare, Mar. 7 April 7 31 

Independence, April 8 April 29 31 

Roscoe, May 9 June, 7 28 

Cieorge Washington, JuneT June, 24 17 

Shakespenre, July 8 July 38 20 

Independence, Aug. 7 Aug. 28 SI 

Roscoe, Sept 9 Sept SO 3^ 

George Washington, Oct 7 Nov. 1 25 

Patrick Henry, Nov. 7 Nov. 25 18 

Independence, Dec 10 — .^ 

The above averaged twenty-two days and twelve hoort 
each. The eleven oulward paasages were made m two hun- 
dred and forty-eight days ; the longest in thirty-one dayi^ 
and the shortest in seventeen. 

Homeward Paaeagea* 

Ships. srd fm Liverpool Arr. at N. York. Days. 

Independence, Jan.- 27 Mar. 11 43 

Roacoe, Feb. 28 Mar. 28 2d 

Geo. Washington, Mar. 29 April 29 3 1 

Shakespeare, April 26 May 24 28 

Indeiiendence, May 26 ^ June 29 34 

Roscoe, June 26 Aug. 5 40 

Geo. Washington, July 25 Sept 1 88 

^hakespeaTe, Aug. 28 Oct 5 38 

Independence, Sept 29 Oct 33 31 

Roscoe, Oct. 26 Dec 10 45 

(teo. Washington, Nov. 27 Dec. 27 30 

Patrick Henry, Dec. 26 Jan. 31 36 

The homeward passages averaged thirty-five days and a 
fraction each. None made less than twenty-eight daya, and 
none over forty-five. The twelve were performed ia four 
hundred and twenty-one days. — A*. Yerk Heralds 

The following are three passages of the ship LuioMt« 
from Philadelphia to Liverpool— from land to land. 

Liverpool Arrival Days, hours. 

Dee. 25,18ir. 17 13 

May 22, 1818. 15 li 

June 29, 1819. 16 00 

Avenge, X3 09 
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IMPB0VBMBNT8 AND COMMERCE OF THE LAKEA* 



LMabcs, 



We hftTC. received m report lately praeenied to Congren 
of the operations of the Topographical Boreau, during the 
year 1839 — ^wbich contains numerous interesting facts and 
tablesi some of which we shall record. The improTements 
of the harbours of the la!res and the consequent increase of 
tnde and population, strike us more especially worthy of 
notice. The following are extracts from the ** Report of the 
Boaid of Inspection of Lakes and Harbours," 

Dated Dttrnt, July 1H39. 

** Respecting the influence which the several works under 
examination may have had in advancing the agricultural 
prosperity and increasing the population of the country ad- 
jacent to each, we have stated whatever has fallen within our 
knowledge, under its appropriate head, in the account we 
have given of the progress of the works ; some idea of the 
relative value of each to the general commerce of the lakes 
may also be collccled from the same source. 

That the population, trade, and agriculture of the region 
of country connected with the lakes have increased with ex- 
traordinary rapidity within a few years, and especially since 
the commencement of these harbour improvements, is known 
everywhere. I'his prosperity is doubtless to be attributed to 
the industry, enterprise, and intelligence, of the people, the 
climate, the fertility of the soil, and the facilities of inter- 
course which nature everywhere provides, and which are 
rapidly increasing by art 

Prior to the formation of these harbours, there were none 
upon the south side of the lake which could be entered at 
any time by ressels drawing over seven feet, and, during low 
stages of the lake, this depth of water was much reduced. 
WiUi the exception of the harbour and exposed anchorage 
at Dunkirk, the harbours of Erie, Sandusky and Maumee 
bays, which had never a depth of more than >even feet at 
their entrance, all the harbours were usually closed by sand- 
bare. We do not here speak of the Niagara and Detroit 
rivers, lying at opposite ends of the lake, and under certain 
circumstances exposed to serious objections, as places of shel- 
ter for vessels, nor of the anchorage to be found among the 
islands near its head. The only landing places at the close 
of the war of 1812, were Black Rock, Erie, and Sandusky 
and Maumee bays. 

Thus destitute of outlets for its produce, the agricultural 
enterprise of the country lying south and west of Lake Erie 
was dormant. The shipping employed upon the lake was 
exposed to the most fearful hazard of encountering the sud- 
den and violent gales to which this region is exposed, upon 
ft leoHihore deficient of harbours. At this period, too, the 
country was without these lines of canals, roads, and other 
means of intercommunication which have since been created. 
Channels of communication with the lower lake, with the 
Atlantic, and with the valley of the Mississippi, have since 
then been opened or perfected, and, as indispensable adjuncts 
to these, harbours have been formed. Since then, and as the 
necessary and unquestionable consequence of these improve- 
ments, the industry and enterprise of the country have as- 
sumed a degree of activity altogether unrivalled ; the tide of 
emigration has advanced upon it with an extreme velocity, 
sweeping away, at the same moment, the wandering Indian 
and the stead&st forest We see in how lew a yeare all this 
has been achieved — already the soil sends forth itft millions of 
surplus grain, to receive in return the fruits of the industry 
of other regions. Commerce also increases with the popula- 
tion and productive ability of the country, and in propoition 
to the security afforded by its harbours. 

The annexed tables* and roemo.r will show the dates at 
iRihich the several works for the ftirmstion of barboura were 
begun, the periods when they affonled protection to ships, 
and the times at which the harbours were rendered accessible, 
as well as the timea of commencing and completing the prin- 
cipal canals connected with the lake trade. The first har- 
bour undertaken waa that of Presque Isle (Erie) in the year 
1834, and firom that time forward to the year 1835, there 
were fifien other woiks pmjacted and authorized to be con- 
^trooted on Lake Erie, viz: at Black Rork, Bnflklo, Dunkirk, 



Cattanugua, and Portland, in the state of New Teck, and at 
Erie, in Pennsylvania; at Conneaut, Ashtabula, Cunning- 
ham creek. Grand River, Cleveland, Bhu:k river, Yermillioa 
river, and Huron river, in the state of Ohio ; and at La Plate- 
ance bay and the river Raisin, in Michigan. Several of the 
earlier works already afforded protection to vessels in the year 
1 83 1 , and by the year 1 833 some of the most important of the 
harboure were rendered accessible to veesels of the laigestdam 
upon the lakes. 

The Erie canal was completed in the year 1825. 

The Ortwego canal was opened in 1828. 

The Welland Canal was opened in 1 829. 

And the Ohio canal in the year 1832. 

In the year 1 8 ^ A, there was hut one steamboat of 350 tons 
burden, and thirty or forty small craft on the American side 
of the upper lakes, and the tonnage was, in all, somewhere 
about 2,50 J tons. In the year 18 iO, the registered and en- 
rolled tonnage was yet but .^497 tons; and the canals which 
connect the trade with the St Lawrence and with the Hud- 
son had been completed. 

In 1831, when the works on Lake Erie had begun to af- 
ford some protection to vessels, the tonnage employed upon 
it had nearly doubled that of the preceding year. There were 
now eleven s(eamboah« and one hundred other vessels, the 
aggregate tonnage of all amounting to 6,582 Ions. 

In 1832, the Ohio canal, connecting the lake trade with the 
valley of the Mississippi, was completed. The aggregate 
licensed and enrolled tonnage, according lo the Treasury 
statements (we have no other account of the ahipping for 
that year), was 8,552 tons. During this and the succeeding 
year, the harbours as already staled were becoming at all 
times accessible to the largest class of vessels, and in the let* 
ter year ( 1 633 } this accessibility was effected. In that year 
the aggregate tonnage was 10,471 tons. Since that time, it 
has continued to be steadily progressive to the present period. 
We have more precise accounts of it for the yeara 1836, 
1 837, 1 838, and 1 839, for the latter of which we have a very 
detailed statement which we obtained from the collector oif 
the port of Cleveland, a copy of which, with some slight ad- 
ditions, we annex to this report, end we insert here the aggre- 
gate tonnage for these four years, distinguishing between that 
of steamboats and rigged vessels. 

In 1836, there were 45 steamboats (9,017 tons) and 21 1 
vessels ( 1 5,( 3 J tons,) in all 24,047 tons. 

In 1637, there were 50 steamboats ( 10,509 tons) and 230 
vessels ( 1 6,934 tons ) in all 27,443 tons. 

In 1838, there were 52 steamboats (17,429 tons and 234 
vessels, (16,848 tons,) in all 34,277 tons. 

In 183^. there were 61 steamboats (17,324 tons) and 2:5 
vessels (17,799 tons.) in all 35,123 tons. 

The value of the shipping of all claaMs in the year 18*9 
is $2,4.0,600, as may be seen by the annexed list, and they 
furnish employment for two or throe thousand persons. In 
the year 1856 it was estimated that the capital invested in 
steamboats was $1,0U0,000. In the year 1839 the cost of 
steamboats enumerated in the list, already referred to fur par- 
ticulars, is stated at $1,741,200. In the year If^ST it waa 
estimated that, taking into view the average number of tripe 
made by each claas of vessels, the tnde per month, during 
the business season, amounted to 75,898 tons. Following 
this rule, and applying it to the year 1839, we would have 
about one hundred thousand tons as the monthly business. 
To the tonnage proper of Lake Erie, at this time, should be 
added the tonnage owned on Lake Ontario, doing business 
through the Welland canal, calculated for the passage of 
vessels of one hundred and twenty*five tons burden, and hav- 
ing a depth of eight feet of water. Three-fourths of the 
property passing through this canal i« conveyed in American 
vesKels doing an Americsn buHness. The tonnage on Ae 
Welland Canal in 1834 was 37,917 tons, in 1837itwtti 
8>),697 tons, and in 1838 it amounted to 95,397 tone. We 
refer for particulars concerning this trade to the Appendix, 
and to the note therein respecting the busmeea of the ErM, 
Oswego, and Ohio canals. 

That this rapid extension of trade could not have drvelop* 
ed itself in the i^bsence of suiiable harbeun ia, aa we tbtni, 
very apparent from Ibe facts we have stated, anfl we m Vutte 
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out ia this bj the general opinion, eveiywhere prevailing 
within the reach of the lake trade. That this eztenaion is 
ytty fiur from reaching Um maximum ia unqueitionaMe, and 
it ia altogether probablo th%t in a few yean the amount of 
boatneai to he tranaacted at aomo of the haibours will require 
a much groater apace than ia now to be found in them. We 
may take as an example the harbour of Cleveland, which, 
during the present season, haa been crowded with 70 or 8 > 
rigged Teasels at a time, a number which unquestionably falls 
far short of that which the increasing traSo of the port will 
hereafter bring to it. 

If we do not err in the degree of influence which we sup- 
poee these works to have had upon the population and ro* 
sources of the lake country ; in the creation or encourage- 
ment of 80 many channels of communication with the sea- 
board and the interior, and in multiplying the number of our 
ships and seamen on the lakes, their value to the military 
power of the country, whether for defence or attack, must be 
unquestionable. It is scarcely necessary indeed to discuss 
the que.<tion ader what we have already said, for much that 
has been advanced applies equally to this branch of the subject. 

The details, too, would occupy a space sufficient for a 
separate rcpori; we, therefore, ~hope we are fulfilling your 
expectations in limiting ourselves to a few general remarks. 

Under the view we have taken of them, every harbour 
constitutes a point of convergence for numerous routes, by 
which a military force may be oonoentrateily or on which the 
materials of war may be conveyed, and a point from which 
to assail an enemy, or on which to retire for refuge ard sup- 
plies. 

For the building,, equipping, and supplying ol^essels, 
considering the nature of the naval warfare most likely to 
occur on the lakes, there U perhaps not one of those we ro- 
oommcnd lor completion that might not become of import* 
ance to some naval armament 

Taking into view all the ports on the lake, we find Buffalo, 
Cleveland, Erie, and the river Raisin, presenting themselves 
as important pointa in a line of operations of attack or de- 
fence^ the first two communicating, as the third soon will, by 
extensive series of canals sind river navigation with the re- 
motest parts of the Union. The river Raisin, lying south- 
wardly from Detroit, and beyond the immediate reach of a 
hostile force, holding the lefl bank of the latter river, would 
strengthen in a very high degree the defensible means of that 
frontier, while its railroad, projected to terminate upon the 
head of Lake Michigan, now completed into the heart of the 
moat populous district of the state, would cany the supplies 
destiiMd for the more western states uninterrupted by an 
enemy not in possession of the naval supremacy of the lakes. 
Besides these there are other artificial harboura on Lake Eric, 
to communicate with which very extensive lines of railroads 
have been projected, leading towards the Atlantic cities, all 
of which would serve for the conveyance of troope and the 
munitions of war. 

Among the maps and plans connected with tliis report, 
will be found a sketch of nearly all the lines of canals and 
railroads projected or executed to connect the business of the 
upper lakes with the interior or with the seaboard. We have 
spoken of the rapid increase of .population, within the bst 
few yean, and we have referred it m a great degree to im- 
proved facilities of intercourse, and to the protection which 
commerce has received. The increase in Ohio, Indiana, Il- 
linois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, since the year 1820, has 
been neariy four-fold. In 1820 the population of Ohio 
amounted to 581,434, and it may now we think be reason- 
ably estimated at 1,500,000. Indiana, in 1820, numbered 
147,178 inhabitanti; they will now probablv amount to 
700,000. Illinob had 55,211: in 1888 it iad 225,030. 
Michigan in the year 1820 had 8,896 inhabitanti; now her 
population will amount to 250,000. Wisconsin, as a sepa- 
rate territory, did not exist until 1836; what her population 
may be now it were difficult to conjecture; the influx of 
emigrants is so great it cannot fall much short of 35,0 jO or 
40,000. The country north-west of the Ohio, therefore, may 
be reckoned to contain at least 3,000,000 of inhabitants at this 
time. In the year 1810 it had, exclusivp of Indians, a popu- 
lation of 262,394. 
Vol.. II. —2 1 



NOTE. 

We have remarked that the channels by which the trade 
of the upper lakes now connects with the seaboard and with 
the valley of tlie Mississippi, are the Welland canal and the 
Erie and Ohio canals. We have had recourse, therefore, to 
the returns made annually respecting the business of these 
canals for such facts as we supposed calculated to exhibit the 
value of the general commerce of the lakes. Thc«e will be 
found annexed to this note in the form of tabular statements. 
That for the Welland canal is for the years 1837 and 1838. 
We have also the quantities of some of the staple articlea 
pnfisins through it in the years 1832, 1833, and 183^4, as 
follows : 

WELLAND CANAL. 



Cubic feet of square timber 
Number of West India staves 
Barrels of nork 


1832. 


1833. 


1834. 


146,136 

6,422 

75,922 

155,170 
1,032 

a  » . 
.... 

240 
175 


161.792 

9,611 

30,942 

229,675 

1,S23 

• • • • 

• •  • 

433 

287 


392,055 

23,422J 

94,380 

264,9 19» 

* 1,8S0 

400 

37,917 

670 

334 


Barrels of salt 


Bushels of wheat 


Tons of Merchandise 

Tons of mineral coal 

Tonnase 


Number ofschoonere 

Number af boats and scows . 



* Of this quantity of wheat, oidy 1,800 bushels British, 
and 2,200 bushels American, went to Montreal; the rest 
went to 0<wego fer the New York market 



Statement of the principal article* paMing" ^n the H'eltaud 
canal during the years 1837 and 1838. 



ARTICLES, 



Boards, feet 

Sqnare timber, cubic feet. 
Pipe staves, number of . . 
West India staves, do.. . . 
Barrels. 

Flour 

Pork 

Salt ..'. 

Lard 

Whiskey 

Ashes 

Bushels. 

Wheat 

Com •••• 

Bariey 

Potatoes 

Tons. 

Merchandise 

Furniture and baggage . . 

Coal 

Iron ••• 

Gypsum and plaster 

Tobacco 

Tonnage, amount, 



1837. 



3,943,510 
106,335 
665,825 
704,648 

6,869^ 

10,395i 

101,260 

288 

260 

200 

208,242^ 
47,617 
524 
18,663 

2,697.14.1 
216.10 
755.15 
112 
580 
110. 6 
80,697 



1838. 



1,228,780 
282,147 
452,522 

1,158,461 

49,082 

8,760i 

101,807} 

672 

274 

255 

414,919 

24,566 

730 



2,779. 4 
137.11 
843.16 
174 
737. 8 

95,307 
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We annex for the years 1834 and 1835 a fuller statement: 

1834. 1836. 



Buahela 

Wheat 111,798 

Com 

Barrels 

riour 79,824 

Prorisiona, beef and porii 14,590 

Oil 221 

Fish 34G 

Whiskey 1^47 

Ton^. 

4 

Ashes 

Tobacco. , 

Pig-iron 

Castings 

Houfehold furniture 

Furs 

Butter and lard 

Cheese 

Wool 

Deer shins and raw hides 

Ghrindstonea > 

Sundries 



1,655 

1,008 

1,128 

689 

146 

164 

119 

138 

73 

141 

126 



Feet 

Timber 

I^ttmber 439,i54'3 

Thousand 
ies 



168,012 
12,193 



100,833 
8,160 

. .  • 
732 
1314 



7,304 

1,766 

997 

768 

356 

136 

503 

34 

93 

207 

136 

242 



61,430 
2,087,024 



^lingla 



v... 



2^400 



74,062 
2,694 
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In 1837 there were received at Buffalo by the Erie canal, 
and shipped to other states : 

Merchandise 44,469;339 pounds 

Furniture , 10,676,844 do. 

Ironware 070,407 do. 

Stone coal 8,345 do. 

Other articles 181,735 do. 

Salt 79,146 barrels. 

•A'o/tf. — We have not the reports of the commiasionen of 
the New York canals for 1836 and 1837, and cannot there- 
fore make these statements as perfect as we could wish. The 
states to which merchandise is destined are enumerated in the 
body of our report. 



OHIO CANAL. 

We have given statements of the business of the Ohio 
canal at Cleveland for the years 1830, 1836, 1837, and 1838, 
as also at Portsmouth, on the Ohio river, and we have re> 
marked the proportion of the business of the canal which 
seeks a market by the lake route. The following statement, 
which we copy from a western publication, and whiidi we 
have verified by a comparison of its details with official state- 
ments, is inserted for the purpose of sustaining what we have 
said on this point 



Wheat in 1&35 
1836 
1837 
1636 

Com in 1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 



At Portsmouth. 



1,164 bushels 

735 bushels 

2,368 bushels 

40,510 bushels 

3,199 bushels 
8,768 bttsheb 



At Cleveland. 






887,232 bushels 

464,756 bushels 

548,697 bushels 

1,229,002 buriiels 

532.373 bushels 
893,281 bushels 

280.374 budiels 
107,514 bushds 
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TABLE CONTINOED. 





At Portimouth. 


At Cleveland. 


Floar in 


2836 


• « • • 


167,539 barrels 




1837 


13,546 barrels 


207,592 barrels 




1838 


13.898 barrels 


287,466 barrels 


PoTk in 


1835 


• « • • 


• • • • 




1838 


• • • • 


13,496 barrels 


r 


1837 


13,372 barrels 


43,513 barrels 




1837 


308,740 pounds 


2,808,766 pounds 




1838 


12,463 barrels 


39,055 barrels 




1838 


276,843 poands 


1,512A>2 pounds 


Lard in 


1835 


• • • • 


522^98 pounds 




1836 


• • • • 


636,409 pounds 




1837 


222,800 pounds 


1,666,636 pounds 




1838 


987, Impounds 


1,167,109 pounds 


Butter in 


1835 


807,875 pounds 


490,989 pounds 




1836 


• • >  


930,419 pounds 




1837 


4,6.'>0 pounds 


773,642 pounds 




1833 


1,689 pounds 


606,844 pounds 



We learn that the Camden and Amboy Railroad Company, 
are now fonvarding^ flour over their railroad from this city to 
New York, at 25 cents per barrel. Within the last few days 
they have forwarded between 4000 and 6000 barrels. They 
have also a contract with one house, to forward 10,000 barrels 
at the same rate. This illustrates in a clear light, the im- 
mense advantage of railroads. — Inqmrer. 



Siaiement of merchaniUte pawing^ ,from the Eris amalt 
through Buffalo^ dcMtined for the fotUmng named 
otateo : 



Virginia 

Missouri 

Tennessee . . . . 

Alabama 

Upper Canada 
Pennsylvania . 

Michigan 

Indiana ...... 

Illinois 

Ohio 

Kentucky .... 
Wisconsin. . . . 



In 1835. 



In 1837. 



2.763 

58.846 

333,766 

69,831 

95,768 

1,392,319 

13,264,209 

3,254.986 

3.320,718 

14,239,879 

918,916 



29,666 

46,643 

2,487 

36,026 

1,609,174 

16,677,244 

2.195,302 

3,828,162 

19,183.693 

119,976 

731.166 



The property from other states, passing into the Erie canal, 
at Buffalo during the following yean, waa 

In 1835 22,124 tons | In 1837 42,229 tons 

1836 36,273 ** \ 1838 68,187 *<, 

And the merchandise passing to the west, was 

In 1835 18,466 tons | In 1837 22,236 tODa 

18.36 30,874 " | 1838 32,087 •• 

Showing a great diminution of trade wcstwaid, in the year 
1837, attributable to the general depresaion at busineas^ char^ 
acteristic of that year. 



STATEIHENT 

Of the amount ofmott of the different kindt of property vhich arrived at, or vae cleared from Cleveland^ by "way 

of the Ohio canal^ during theyeare 1830, 1836^ 1837, and 1838. 



Articles. 


Arrived, 




Cleared. 


% 


1830. 


1836. 


1837. 


1838. 


1830. 


1836. 

• 


1837. 


1838. 


Flour. barrels. ........ 


32,988 

873 

2,442 

» • A • 

• • • • 

176,6B9 

.... 
•  • . 

... a 

6,100 

.... 
.... 
.... 

.... 
.... 

a * • . 


167,539 

13,496 

7,267 

• a • • 

• • • • 

336 
464,756 

11,662 
392,281 

. « * . 

84,924 

900,419 
636,409 

74,880 
1^)31,668 

.... 

84,829 

 • . . 
€f,816 
1,235,186 
* • . . 

8,851 
• . • . 


203,691 287.466 


.... 
.... 
.... 
23,404 
4,482 

190,400 

• . • . 

3,272,640 

.... 
.... 

.... 
• »•• 

t a . . 


.... 
^. • • 

a. a • 

22,334 
4,082 

.... 
.... 
. . . « 

• • • • 
.... 

• • •  
.... 
.  • . 
. • . . 

1,548,289 

. • • • 

14,708,361 

294,652 
1,361,000 

. a . . 

28i 


. a  a 
». a . 

a a • . 


a • a a 

• • • t 
a a a • 

63,466 
7,604 

• m » » 
. a a a 
a a • a 

• a • • 

• a • • 
. • a • 

• a a a 
a V a ( 
.' • . . 
. • a a 

1,976,373 

 * • • 

18,876,286 

1,944,803 
8,448,260 

• • aj 

47 


Pork. do 


42,057 
11386 

• • • • 

• • • • 

130 

649,141 

8,036 

280,334 

87,895 

183,484 

2,813,009 

7634{94 

1,527,610 

36,600 

1,017^47 

IO2I22O 

• • • . 

3,875 
767,076 

• . • . 

1,445 
.... 


39,065 
10,869 

.... 

• • • 

82 

1,229,012 

6,071 

107,514 

22,088 

73,392 

1,642,532 

606,844 

1,157,109 

12,638 

1,000,784 

68,955 

• • •  

441 
65,376 

. . « • 

. r • . 


M^hisker. do. , , , t 


Salt, do. ,... 

Fish, do 

Linseed oil, do. 

Wheat bushels 


1 
) 

1 
1 
< 

t 
« 
• 

1 


62,977 
6,026 


Flaxseed, da 

Com, do. 

Oats, do. 

Mineral coal. do. t t . ^ r r . . . 


Pork and bacon, in bulk, lbs 

Butter, do. 

Lard, do. 

Cheese, do. 

Piir iron .do. 


Gyipaum, do. 

Pot and pearl ashes do. 

Merchandise, including iron 
nails, fumitore, and extra 
baggage, pounds • . . , 

Rough atone, parch 

Lumber, feet 

Shinglea, number 

Tobacco, hogaheads. 

Millstones, pairs ' 


• 

10,7 
2,C 

4 


^62,083 

• a a 

r67,386 

r23^32 
»41,000 

> . . • 
26 
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wi ttatement of the cmount 9/ mo9i 0/ the lUfferent hintU of property w'licA mrrived at, or wot cleared from ^ert*- 

mmth, by vay of the Ohio canaf, during' the yeare 1830, 1836, 1637, and 1858. 



Articles. 



Arrived. 



Cleared. 



1630. 



1636. 



1637. 



« « • « • 



*••••• 



Flour, barreu* • • • 

Pork, do. •  • • 

Whiskey, do. 

Salt, do. ..«.«.■•. 

Wheat, bushels. 

Com, do. 

Oats, do. 

Mineral coal, do. 

Bran and shorts, do. 

Pork and hacon, in bulk, Ibti. \ 

Butter, do.l 

jjaruf. .*.....■.......•«. uo< 

v^necso, ....■.•«.....■. .00. 

Tallow and candles, do. 

Dried iruit, do. 

Pig iron,. do.j 

Castings, do.j 

Blooms, do. ' 

Pot and Pearl ashep, do. 

Merchandise, do.' 

Iron and nails, .do. 

Featbera, do. 

Cotton yam, .do. 

Furs and peltries, do. 

Hides and skins, do. 

Lumber, feet 

Shingles, number 

Tobacco, hogsheads 



13,546 

13,372 

2,621 

154 

735 

3,197 



4,010 
308,740 

4,650 
222,800 



1638. 



1830. 



1836. 



1837. 



1838. 



2,458 
16.614 



1,441 



31,043 



13,896 

12,463 

3,556 

898 

2,366 

8,768 



276,843 

1,6S9| 

987,122, 

7,8641 

.... ! 

•789 



.... 



1,896, 
4,855,6091 

• • • • I 

984 



8,944 



1,559 
1,867 

• • • • 

6,457 

.... 
6,703 
420 
15,543 

441,726 

16^500 

161799 

• * « « 

878,158 
31,151 
73,699 

3,487,271 
585,186 

• « « • 

7,911 

4,475 

140,805 

421,646 

478,000 



1,186 
1,928 

493 
3,236 

589 
2,981 

16^92 



1,763 
9,800 



1,087,851 
48,834 



3,763,398 
2,768,761 

• • a • 

10,896 

1,798 

190,706 

17,647 

1,847,000 

283 
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Statement thotving the numbet^ ofateatubcats on Lake* Erie, Michigan and SupeHor, vith amount qf tonnage, and value. 



Names. 



TnP.95ths.' Value. 



Cleveland 

Cincinnati - • 

Star 

New York - 

United States - 

Bunker HUl- 

Roche9>ter 

Nonh America - 

I^exington 

James Madison 

Fair Pert - 

Constitution 

Robert Fulton - 

Constellation 

Columbus 

Pennsylvania 

Chesapeake 

W. F. P. Tailor - 

Governor Marcy 

Daniel Webster - 

Ohio 

Charles Townsend 

Red Jacket 

Mazeppa 

De Witt Clmton 

Victory - ' - 

Wisconsin 

Milwauklo - • 

Bnfialo • 

Chatauque • 

Erie 

Thomas Jpflerson - 



To what port 
belonging. 



579.68 
159.18 

• • » « 

325.32 
866.60 
457.39 
472.41 
361.45 
363.53 
630.43 
259.00 
443.52 
368.43 
483.60 
391.58 
305.24 
418.00 

95.36 
161.80 
358.10 
167.87 
312.58 
200.00 

50.54 
413.00 

87.67 
500.00 
550.00 
600.00 
340.00 
500.00 
428.68 



J 



I 



$60,000 
12,000 
21,000 
20,000 
30,000| 
40.000 
40,000 
30,000 
80,000) 
75,000. 
18,000 
47,000 
20,000 
60,000 
40,000 
20,000 
40,000 
10,000 
12,000 
40,000 
10,000 
12,000 
15,000 

5.000 
35,000 

5.000 
65,000 
50,000 

8o,ooo; 

22,000 
. 80,000 Presque 
50,000 U\c, 



Cleveland 

M 
M 
U 
W 
M 
l( 
M 
M 
M 
M 
«( 
U 
U 
U 
M 
M 

Buffalo 



Names. 



I 

Tn8.9jth8.> Value. 



To what port 
belonging. 



M 

it 

M 
«( 
M 

^ 

U 
U 

u 
u 
it 

M 



f 



William Peacock 

Andrew Jackson - 

Oliver Newbeny 

Oliver H. Perry - 

Governor Vance 

Commercial - 

Sandufrky- 

Grrat Weslem 

Michigan - 

Monroe 

Uncle Sam • 

Chicago 

Niagara - ^ 

Detroit - • 

Erie 

General Brady 

General Gratiot • 

Don Quixotte 

United . 

Lady of the Lakes 

Water Witch - 

Cincinnati - 

Argo 

Mazeppa 

Vermillion 

Illinois 

Macomb * • 

General Soon 

John Marshall - 



120.00 

49.35 

170.12 

352.25 

60.00 

58.00 

377.12 

800 00 

472.75 

341.27 

220.74 

186.00 

216.00 

137.66 

149.35 

65.09 

62.64 

51.27 

30.48 

26.16 

16U^9 

16.60 

8.79 

50.58 

400.00 

800.00 

186.00 

324.00 

60.00 



17,324.92 



^5,000 

3,000 

6,000 

35,000 

5,000 

8,000 

50,0C0 

100,000 

60.000 

35,000 

18,000 

12,000 

15,000 

13,000 

20,000 

8,000 

5,500 

5,000 

8,000 

8,000 

2,000 

2,000 

1,000 

6,000 

40,000 

120,000 

12,500 

22,000 

7,200 



1,741,200 



Presqoelsle. 

Miami. 

w 

M 

U 

Sandusky 

u 

Detroit 

« 

a 
« 
u 
u 
u 
m 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 
m 
u 
u 
u 

« 

MaumeeL 
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REPOBT 
Of the Bank ComnttalonorBof the Slate 

of nifttifsippl. 

In oar last, we g«Te a tabular view of the banks of Mis- 
abrippi. Below, will be found the details of the condition 
of the Commercial and Railroad Bank of Vicksburg, August 
6th, 1839. The large operations in the stock of this Bank, 
both here and in other dtaei^ and its having been prominent- 
ly before the public, induce us to believe that a peculiar in- 
terest will be felt in the republication of this statement, made 
by the Bank Commissionen, which is the latest and most 
authentic that we have aeen. 

Condition ofihe Commercial and Railroad Bank of Vicko- 

burg — jfuguot 6, 1839. 

' BCSOUIICIS. 

Notes discounted $1,108,185 58 

Exchange purchased 337,577 71 



Notes dtscoanted on pledge 

of stock 

Bills receivable 



$1,445,763 29 



15,503 50 
11,544 61 



Suspended debt 3,333,540 74 

•• ** in suit...... 834,823 80 



27,048 23 



4,168,364 54 



Cotton purchased 276,137 32 

Cotton expenses 29,545 12 

305,682 44 

Capital stock purchased 1 1,500 00 

Stock in Tombighy Railroad 

Company 75/00 00 

BtockinBankofMississippL 2,000 00 

77,000 00 

Texas funded debt* 60,000 00 

Real Estate 90,786 24 

Railroad appropriation 1,600,000 60 

Capital stodK, (Clinton branch 300,900 00 

« " Vernon •• 100,000 00 

Due from other banks 688,073 68 

" " agente... 13,180 00 

Notes of various banks in the State on hand. 134,249 33 

J^pecie, 1,735 25 



Total resources $9,043,373 97 

* The following is a history of the " Texas funded debt** 
transaction, at it appears from the books and papers of the 
bank. 

Early in December, 1838, a letter was received by J. J. 
Chewning, President of the Commercial and Railroad Bank 
of Vicksl^Tg from William M. Beal, agent of said bank in 
the city of New Orleans, stating that he had been for some 
time corresponding with the Texian Government, in relation 
to the purchase of half a million of their bonds, and suggest* 
ed the great advantage which might accrue to the bank, were 
It to become the purchaser of these bonds, under the express 
stipulation that the paper of the bank, to the exclusion of all 
other paper, should be made a legal tender in payment of all 
does to the Texian Government. This letter was laid, by 
the president, before the board of directors on the 13th of 
December, when the following resolution was passed. 

** Betolved, That this bank, having entire confidence in 
William M. Beal of New Orleans, authorize him with full 
power to make a loan for this institution, to the Texian Gov- 
ernment, to the extent of five hundred thousand dollars, at a 
dbite not longer than twenty years, and at a rate of interest 
not less than eight per cent per annum, and that the presi- 
dent be requested to suggest to said William M. Beal, such 
terms as he thinks most dmirsble to this institution in making 
said loan." Present, J. J. Chewning, William Mills, George 
W. Ball, J. P. Harrison, and W. Harvey. 



LlJLaiLITllS. 

Capital stock paid in $3,875,285 00 

Depositors and deposite cez^ 
tificates 805,605 94 

Bank United State*, bonds 
due and payable in 1840, 

Ditto 1841, 

Ditto 1842, 

Phcenix Bank N. Y. do. 1 840, 

Ditto 1841, 

Ditto 1842, 

Hme certificates 

Due Girard Bank (Phiiadel- 
phia,) for post notes loan- 
ed 

Bank checks on time 

Reserved fund 

Railroad sinking fund 

Doe to banks 

Railroad receipU 

Cotton account (pledged on 
discounU,) 602,604 17 

Premium on English ex- 
change 

Return commission account. 

Unclaimed dividends 

Circulation payable on de- 
mand 

in poet notes. . . . 



<4 



365,CO0 00 
370,000 00 
365,000 00 
54,000 00 
54,000 00 
54,0)0 00 
33,610 83 



£82.400 00 

669,809 24 

10,430 01 

68,730 98*. 

33J,043 59 

32,860 28 



57,996 24 
4,922 94 
4,892 41 

398,760 00 
510,750 00 



Total liabilides. $9,049,201 63 

A copy of this resolution was forwarded by the president, 
on the same day it was passed, to the agent in New Orleans, 
and in addition to this, he forwarded him (Beal) two bun* 
dred thousand dollars of the notes of (he bank to be used in 
the purchase of (he bonds, and suggested that the residue of 
the half million shoukl be paid in three instalments: one on 
the 1st of January ; one on the 1st of March, and one on the 
1st of May next thereafter. 

From the reply of Mr. Beal to tliie communication, we 
give the following extracts : — 

** I have received your letter of the 1 3th of this month, 
and the resoludon of your board, in relation to the purcbaso 
from me of half a million of Texian bonds. You speak of 
having sent down two hundred thousand dollars, which I have 
not received, bat presume your young man will arrive with it 
in a day or two. I can assure you that I feel highly pleased 
at the confidence reposed in me by your board, and I trust I 
shall never forfeit the good opinion of gentlemen for whom 
I have so high a regard. In the resolution full power is 
given to purchase the bonds of Texas for half a million of 
dollars, payable by you in such manner as I may think pro- 
per, only restricting me as to the rate of interest, and the time 
the bonds may have to run, say from ten to twenty years." 

** So confident have I been that I should be able to dispose 
of the bonds, if not to you, to some other banking institution, 
that I have authorized my agent to close for them ; and in 
order that there should be no misunderstanding as to the law 
which I shall require the Congress of Texas to pass, I sent 
down the bill, of which I now enclose you a copy." 

He then alludes to the fear, expressed by the president, of 
an unexpected return of the bills of the bank, *' although," 
says he, '* in the nature of things I can apprehend no such 
result, the suggeslion is worthy of reflection," and in conclu- 
sion, makes Uic following proposition. 

"Having a thorough understanding with the Texian Gov- 
ernment, and as I have no doubt that I have bought the 
bonds, I now ofier them to you on the following terms : to 
have such a law passed as is indicted in the bUI herewith 
handed you, verbatim if possible, and at all events, not aflect- 
ing in the least the spirit of the bill; you to enjoy all the 
rights specified in payment of the bonds, for five hundred 
thousand dollars. I will receive (he $200,000 of your notes, 
which I am looking for every mnm<>nt, and take your chedta 
on cither New York or PhiUdelphia, with six per cent, per 
annum interest, added, in equal sums of $1,000, (2,000, 
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JJabiUtiet of Direetort on* Ut March, 1839. 



PI Ton. 



SKD0B8BR. 



No. 1, 




- 2, 




" 3, 




" 4, 




« 5, 




« 6, 




" 7. 




" 8. 




« 9. 




•* lu, 





Total, 



$101,154 92 
43,383 99 
32,166 41 

6,0 >0 00 

6,673 91 
17,741 98 

8,324 59 
160,701 65 

7.948 84 
16,084 00 



$125,370 79 
80,106 02 
49,932 99 

52,186 00 
19.665 28 
18,378 18 
5,021 14 
18,439 55 
72,6Q3 97 



$400,179 29 $441,603 92 



On the first of March there was an election for dircctore 
held, when five new directore were appointed. The follow- 
ing table shows the liabilities of the new board on the 6th of 
August, 1839:^ 



No. 1, 




" 2, 


. 


« 3,* 




M ^9 


. 


u 5* 




" 6* 


. 


" 7, 




" 8, 


• 


^ 9. 




« 10, 


- 



Total, 



PATOB. 



ssDoasm. 



$6,000 00 

6,000 00 
19,125 97 
14.673 91 
25,741 98 

15,899 80 

7,044 74 

43,382 99 



$29,129 60 



18,378 18 
52,186 00 
19,66& 28 
18,059 60 

4,260 00 
78,106 03 



$137,169 39 $280,684 68 



The whole amount of cotton, on which advances were 
made by this bank, is 30,578 bales, and the amount pur- 
chased 9,854 bales* No shipments have been made on ac- 
count of the planters since the winter of 1837, and spring of 
1838, and since last March no purchases have been made 
oo account of the bank. 

We deem it due to the new board of directors to state, 
that since the first of March, the institution has ceased Ui 
deal in cotton, or produce of any kind whatever. Their 
whole energies have been directed towards the completion of 
the railroad to Jackson, and the reduction of the liabilities of 
the bank. 



$3,000, and $4,000, payable — one-third of the amount, on 
the first day of June; one-third on the first day of September, 
1839 ; and one-third on the first day of January, 1K40." In 
favor of this proposition he observes, " that a^ ihe bank will 
Immediately come in possession of the bonds, they may be 
hypothecated by the iMink, should it be found necessary, and 
funds raised in time to meet the checks. Nor would it," he 
argues, " be of any material importance to the hank, whether 
the bonds are paid for in Texas with the notes of the bank, 
or in Philadelphia with its checks, inasmuch as the proposed 
stipulation will insure the notes of the bank a rapid circula- 
tion in Texas, by the aid of travellersi and in a larger amount 
than would be invested in bonds.'' He further states 
in this letter, " that though he would greatly prefer the notes 
of the bonk, yet by a free use of his credit, he could manage 
to use the checks," — ^"that he was on the point of leaving 
New Orleans for Texas, and could not go down without hav- 
ing the documentt. 

On the 26th of December, Mr. Chewning wrote to Mr. 
Beal, inlonning him that the institution had accepted his 
terms, and that the cashier pro tem. was instructed to enclose 
the checks in conformity with his proposition, and requested 
that the bonds should be forwarded by the earliest day prac- 
ticsble. On the same day, Mr. Chewning wrote to Mr. Beal 
a opcood letter, enclosing three hundred thousand dollars, in 



CotuKtian •/ the Branch of the C^mmerciai and N, R. 
Bank of Fieipebur^, at Cknton^Aug, 15th. 1889. 



BKSOVBCIS. 

Notes discounted $234,690 04 

Exchange purchased 2,268 1 5 



Suspended debt 

Bankstock 900 00 

ReolEstate 12,940 21 



Due from other banks 
Notes of other banks. 
Specie 



15,974 76 
7,977 00 



236,958 19 
174,984 43 



13340 21 
18,394 38 



23,951 76 



Total rasources $468,128 96 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital stock $300,000 00 

Date checks 6,290 00 

Due various banks 81,453 00 

Individual depositors 10.037 18 

Circulation 69,195 00 

Total liabilities ; — $466,976 18 

Surplus of resources over liabilities, indndiBg 

capital stock 1,153 78 

Surplus of resources over liabilities, excluding 

capital stock $301,159 78 

UabiUtiet of Directore, 





PATOB. 


ZBDOasSB. 


No. 1, 

« 2, - - . 
« 3. - - 
" 4, . - - 
"5. - - 
" 6, - - . 


$9,900 00 
4,790 00 
6,000 00 
5,000 00 


$6,833 00 
6,300 00 
9,800 00 
8,259 82 
1,408 00 
333 00 


• Total, 


$24,690 00 


$31,933 83 



the notes of the hank, to be used, if necessary, as a substi- 
tute for the checks in the purchase of the bonds. 

It is worthy of remark, that Mr. Beal had in his possenion 
at this period, in addition to large quantities of cotton and 
railroad iron, eight hundred and twelve thousand doUan of 
the notes and checks of this bank, for which this institution 
held no evidence whatever of his liability, and three hundred 
and twelve thousand of which has never been entered on tha 
books of the btok ; the only evidence there is of such a 
transaction having taken place, is the reference made in Mr. 
Cbewning's letter above quoted, and some memorandums in 
the margin of an old check book. 

Whilst the negotiation was in the position we have de- 
scribed above, Mr. Robins, the cashier of the bank, returned 
from England, where he had been os agent to superintend 
the sole of cotton shipped by the bank for the benefit of the 
planters. On learning what had transpired, he had a full 
meeting of the board called, and the propriety of the Texas 
negotiation was again discussed. The resuh of thdr delilH 
orations was, that a committee, of which Mr. Robins was a 
member, was appointed to proceed to New Orleans, for the 
purpose of putting a stop to the negotistion and rogoining 
the notes and checks of the bank. Mr. Beal refused to give 
up the funds of the bank, contending that the negotiation 
was closed. The committee took out *' a writ ofoequeetra* 
tion^ and had the funds attached. AAer much diffi<»]ty, the 
matter was finally compromised, by the bank taking, at par, 
eighty thousand dollars of the Texas bonds which If r. Beal 
said he had purchased on account of the bonk, and by Mr« 
Beal's giving up the residue of the notes and checks belong- 
ing to the bank. These bonds were worth fi% cents on the 
dollar. in New Orleans at that time ; Ihe bonk, therefore, loot 
forty thousand dollars by this operation. 

* All marked thus were memben of the old boaid. 
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C9ndUi4n0/ tke JBrmmek*/ the Commereial and B. J2. 
Bank ^f YicktAurgyai r^riMii— Aug. 21st, 1830. 

HXfOUBCEf. 

Notatdneoimlea $91,830 00 

DomoCicnchuige.... 348 90 

92,187 90 

Siupendfld debt 54,873 10 

RealEstate 3,958 39 

Doe fiom bftoks in the 8t«te 188 00 

Dae from benke out of tlie State 108 55 

Notes of other bonks on btod 16,063 00 

Specie 1,506,20 

Total reeomoes $168,885 14 

I.IABILITIXS. 

Capitalstock $100,000 00 

Depoeiton and deponte ceitifi- 

eates 7,137 99 

Due to banks in the State. .. . 29,885 56 
Oirenlation 81,005 00 

Totalliabilities $168,0S8 55 

StnplaB of lesouroes over Uabilitles, indoding 

eapitalstock 856 59 

Surploe of resouccea over liabilities, exdoding 

capitalalock $100,856 59 

UabiHUn tf Directors, 





PATBB. 


BBDOBBIB. 


No.l, 
" 2. - - . 

- 3. . - 

•• 4, - . . 
«* 5, 
" 6, - 

- 7, - . 


$5,763 00 
6,918 00 
4,000 00 
4,000 00 

4,000 00 


. $3,123 23 

8,397 00 

1,370 00 

12,777 51 

444 00 

215 00 


Total, - 


$24,680 00 


$20,326 74 



In the Baidcer's Circular dated London, Feb. 14, 1840, 
we find the following remarks on American affiurs : 

We have beard repeated expressions of disappointacient, 
beeaase the revival of activity in business has not yet become 
mere manileBl in the densely-peopled trading and manuftc- 
toring districts of the country. This appeal^ to us unrea- 
Bonable, and to flow from an imperfect consideration of the 
extraordinaiy difficulties of the case, and the untoward dr- 
enmstanccs yet in the way of i«etifieation. On past occa- 
sions of the aame nalure the state of the Bank of England 
and the condition of the London money market were the 
ehief, and almost the sole objects worthy ofseiioua attention; 
but such is not the case at the present time, and, consequents 
]y, although ease, confidence, and security prevail in those 
quarters, commercial enterpriso and activity cannot speedily 
return. As far as Europe is concerned — especially the cen- 
tral and northern parts of it — an obvious impulse to mercan- 
tile transactions has been given, and its efiects will augment 
gradually as the year advances ; but this is not the case with 
some of the more distant and important foreign markets. It 
ia, for eiample, irrational to expect a brisk trade with the 
United States while the raipective legislatures of that country 
are deliberating and forming committees of investigation for 
the object of shutting up some of the prindpal banks, — 
Banks are the most powerful means of promoting and sup- 
porting the trade of a commercial people ; and above all other 
countries in the world tho United States are dependent upon 
them for the means of mercantile traffic. The American 
tiade cannot tevivet and again become as heretofore it has 
been in tfiaquil times, until the suspended Banks of the 



United States ean put theoiselves right with the publie, and 
the respective Legislatures which have chartered them. 

So in the China trade, another most important branch of 
our foreign traffic— the money question, as we said two 
months since, is at the bottom of all the disturbance which 
has taken place in that quarter. It was not for the sake of 
its vicious and most injurious consequences that the Chinese 
authorities determined to suppress the Opium trade, but be- 
cause it was draining from the country the precious metals 
which thoee authorities were resolved, at all the hacards of 
ruptured intercourse, should lie retained within it. Tins 
point has been fully explained in certain able essays and 
pamphlets which have been just published. We are now 
sending out an armament to coerce the Chinese into subser- 
viency to the mercantile genius of Great Britain. M^ioever 
duly reflects on that important fact will soon discover a bud- 
get of troubles in that quarter of the world. If we blockade 
Uie principal ports of China, will the Americans quietly 
submit to have their trade— which is so much cherished, and 
become since our quarrel of four-fold importance— with China 
stopped by our blockade 1 We extract the following notice 
of the view taken of a branch of the China trade carried on 
by the American merchants which has fallen into their hands 
in consequence of our rupture with the Chinese authorities ; 
the document from which we extract proceeds ftom a com* 
mittee, to whom was delegated the duty of communicating 
with the Fordgn Oflke on all matters rehiting td the afore- 
said dispute ; and is to be found at the termination of their 
report of thdr proceedings delivered to the Assodated Body 
of Merchants trading to China and the East Indies, who 
appointed them a spedal committee and deputation for thia 
purpose. 

**The committee cannot conclude this portion of thdr r^ 
port without adverting to a suliject to which thdr attention 
has been called — narody, whether an American vessd could 
legally cany tea or other produce, from China to Singapore, 
or any British settlement within the limits of the East India 
company's charter, the Cape of Good Hope induded ; and 
they beg to apprise the Association, that it appears, from such 
information as they can obtain, the navigation Laws, the act 
for regulating the trade of vessels bdonging to countries in 
amity with Great Britain, as wdl as the treaty with the U. 
Statef of America, most clearly forbids it." 

It is probable that the owners of American vessda now in 
the Chinese ports, and on their way to them, know nothing 
of this treaty and the restraining laws referred to, and they 
have sent their supercargoes under a sanguine expectation 
that great advantages were to be Acquired by drawing abtiik 
trade with our colonial possessions while we were paralyzed 
with trouble. Will the Americans submit quietly to be de- 
prived of these promised advantages ? In diort, there is so 
much disturbance yet to settle down before eonfideace and 
activity can be fuUy restored, that our astonishment is that 
trade should be so good as it is. 

Having alluded to the state of the American Banks, we 
think it right to say that, as far as we are advised, there ia 
no sufficient reason'for apprehending that the Chatter of the 
United States Bank will be wrested from her. 



Weiiand Cona/.— The business done upon this Cana* 
dian work during the past season, exibits a palpable increase 
over that of former years. We give a few of the prindpal 
items: 

Articles. 1838. 1839. Increase. 

Wheat, bush. 864,846 414,919 450,937 

Flour, bris 66^75 49,082 J 7,793 

Salt, 184,562 101,807 82,765 

WhidLey,brls 874 274 580 

Staves, W.I .... 1,624,086 1,158,461 466^625 

SUves, pipe 757,9 1 1 452,222 806,689 

Beef end pork 9,053 8,700 293 

Merchandise, tons .. . 3,914 2,770 1,135 

Schooners 1,169 769 400 

Tolls collected $47,028 $26,063 ^2 1 ,0ti5 

Of those articles tliat have fallen off, we observe coni, bar- 
ley, flaxseed, and ashes. 
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JVmh the London Skipping' and MercantUe Gazette ef 

Jtmuary 2r/. 

BRITISH MANUFACTURES. 

In the obsenrttioDs we made yesterday on the report of the 
eommittee of the Manchester chamber of Commerce rektive 
to the management of the currency by the directors of the 
Bank of England, we stated that they had overlooked anoth- 
er important point essentially connected with the depreciation 
in the valae of our manumctured products, which we did not 
then advert to. We allude to the continually and apparent- 
ly illimitable expanding power of production by mechanical 
iDventions, which, notwithstanding the reiterat^ dogmas of 
a certain class of political economists, we roundly assert has 
been progressively pressing more and more against the pow- 
er of consumption^ with a relatively diminishing number of 
producers. 

Of the late years this power has been developed with such 
impidityi that on the average, it has exceeded the means of 
other countries to give us equivalents in exchange^ except at 
progressively diminishing relative values. 

Eveiy accesttble market in the world has been, on the 
average of times, not relatively but absolutely, glutted with 
our goods, at lower and lower rates of remuneration to the 
producers, and that altogether independently of the expan- 
sions and contractions of the paper circulation by the direc- 
tors of the Bank of England. This gigantic and indefinitely 
expansive power has, at the same time, uprooted and changed 
•U oar social relations, by the manner in which die results 
have acted on the different classes of the community. There 
it an evident indisposition on all sides to grapple with the 
question ; but the effects will force themselves on the atten- 
tion, and put in requisition the utmost stretch of legislative 
wisdom to adjust the briance. The most perfect system of 
currency that can be devised, conjoined with a fne and un- 
restricted trade in every article of human subsistence, will be 
incomplete unless the consideration of this matter also forms 
an element in the arrangement. 

But we shall first show, from official documents, the ao- 
toal p f o g re as of the expansion of the power of production of 
the four staple branches of our textile manufactures during 
nearly the same period, embraced in the report of the com- 
mittee of the Manchester chamber of commerce. *' Two or 
three years ago the government inapectoni of factories pub- 
lished returns of the number of mills in the United Kingdom 
and of the hands employed in them during the year 1835. 
Similar returns for the year 1838, laid before parliament in 
the peat season, have beion recently priotsd. These two vol- 
omsa afibrd the means of contrasting the condition oi our 
manoiiustares in 1836 and 1838 : 

Of QOtton factories there were 
In 1836, 1,262, employing - - hands 330,134 

In 1838, 1,816 " ... 259,301 

Of woc^en factories there were 
In 1835, 1,313, employing - - - 71,974 

In 1838, 1,738, <« . . . 86,440 

Of flax factories there were 
In 1835, 347, employing ... 33,283 

In 1838, 392, *< . . . 43,487 

Of silk fiictories there were 
In 1835, 238, employing ... 80t,682 

In 1838, 368, '< - • - . 84,318 

** It thus appears that during the three years referred to, 
nearly one thousand new factories have been opened, and 
more than sixty-eight thousand new hands engaged. As 
will be seen from the following table, more than half of the 
new hands have been absorbed by the cotton manufacture : 
Increase in niunber of hands. 

Cotton, - - - • - 39,167 

WooUen, - - - - 15,193 

Flax, - - - - - 10,204 

Silk, 3,636 



riod the ezpansioD.wa8 going on willi a c cele r a ted fiavee, the 
profits of capital were nearly, if not altogether, tnnihilatnf. 
and the wages of the majori^ of the people employed pressed 
down to the starvation point. 

We shall embrace an early opportonity of exhibiting a few 
contrasts, illustrstive of the frigbtfol and minous progrsse ef 
the depredation in value, before drawing a general deductioD 
or the influence it has exercised on the different classfs of 
society. 

Our present intention is to show that, altogether indepen- 
dent of the imperfection of our system of cnrrency as admin- 
istered by the Bank of England— and we are certainly no 
apologists for those imperfections— other and even more 
deep-rooted causes have been contemporaneously at work, 
necessarily tending to lower the rate of manutactiiling profita, 
and deranging the whole fabric of the social edifice. 



Ex-Governor George ^o^* died suddenly at the Philadel^ 
phia custom-house, about nine oVlock in the moaiing of the 
1 1th instant. He had been la}x>u|iQg under an affiKtion of 
the heart for sometimcv but was well cpQUgKin the morning 
to walk down to the office. On passing to his private room, 
he asked some one to assist him in. takipg off his doek. Thia 
done, he laid down on a settee, and shortly aflei expisedtf— 
He was about 63 years qf.age> end had.occqpied the position 
of Collector of the Poit of Philadelphia mmet Maich bsL 

On the receipt of the intelligenoe. at lfeni«hny|& the la^e- 
lature, afler appointing a committee to make arrangements 
for his funeral, adjomned. His body waa'convcyed to Har- 
risburg by the railroad can and there interred with eveiy 
mark of public and private respect. 



A'ew Orleatu. — ^Thixty-aix yean ago^ on the 35th of Ik- 
cember, at noon, saya the New Orleans Qpuricr, the flag of 
the United States replaced the flagy of Fyance and Spain on 
the public square, and in the five forts which then defended 
New Orleens. At tLat time the population of this citgr num- 
bered between eight and ten thousand squIs. What is it 
now t In all probability ten times, as nqmeroua. 

The fiist house built in New Orleans we« in 1717; hot 
no plot was made of the city until 17S9. During the fbit;y- 
six years the French held Louisiana, the population of the 
city increased to a Kttie over 3,000 ; and it rather mote than 
doubled it in the thirty seven vean the Spaniards were mas- 
ters. • . 

However reraaikable may seem the increaae of the papa- 
lation of this city under a republican form of goveminent, 
that of its trade is a himdred fold greater. In thiity-ilx yean 
it has attained the rank of the second commercial mart in the' 
New World, notwitiislanding many untoward etrcunrtedeesk 



Port of Qve^c— The falling off in the number of immi- 
grants who have arrived has been veiy greaL 



Total increase. 



68,179 



The authority upon which the above returns were made 
eftiinot be disputed { neither can theflict, that during the pe- 



Yeara. 

1833 
1833 - 
1834 
1835 - 
1836 
1837 - 
1838 
1839 - 



Immigrante. 

49,431 

. 2:,06« 
30.217 

- 30,017 
27,613 

- 21,856 

2,950 
7,413 



There are now on the stocks and nearly ready for 
launching. So ships, whose aggregato bulk wUl amount 
to within a fraction of 20,000 tons, and the mechanica 
employed upon them number 2,100 

Wheat shipped from Sandusky, O, during the 
of 1839, 276,909 bushels. 
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Prices ana Crops of Cotton, IMO. 

*Vr. Chtue, — In an article publitthetl in your paper last 
Bummer, I determined the average price of cotton for the last 
ei{^bieen year* to have been twplve cento and ei^ht-tenths of 
a cent, according to the Taluation« at the Cuiftom-houae. At 
the tame timop I found the average increase in the wanto of 
the raanufuctnrer liad been 8 per cent, per annum, and that 
this increase had been so regular that whenever tlie produc- 
lioii had adtancrd faster than this, the price had fallen below 
the average or natural price. 

The last five years of the table then inserted, I re^publish 
— slightly oorrecled. I'he fint column contains the years ; 
the second, the official valuation per pound ; the third, the 
exports not in bales, but in millions of pounds ; the fourth 
gives the wants of die foreign maaufarturer; the fiAh, the 
supplies as made up from the crop and the excess of stocks 
over the average wants of the previous year ; the sixtli shows 
at what rate per oent. thu wants are above or below the sup- 
plies, and the seventh, at what rate per cent the price is 
above or below the average or natural price. 



1834 


12.8 


385 


385 


385 





1875 


16.8 


387 


416 


387 


8 n31 A 


1836 


16.8 


4J4 


449 


424 


6 B3I A 


1857 


14.2 


44 i 


485 


444 


9 B 11 A 


1839 


lO.J 


596 


£24 


506 


12 A 15 13 


1839 




(447) 


566 


(519) (6 Il)(18 A 


1840 


• 




6.1 







The wanto of 1339, were here estimated at 066 millions 
of pounds. As the crop fell off 450,000 baka, or just 25 

Cr oent on the crop of 1836, it is probable that the exports 
vebeen deficient about the same amount This would 
give 449 millions as the export of 1839, and this is inserted 
in brackets, to show that it is not the official return as the 
other nombers in that column are. The supply allowed by 
this export is 519 millions, which is 8 per cent below the 
average. Now omitting 1 825, the year of unreasonable and 
extravagant speculations, it appenrs, that during the last 20 
years, an increase or dccresf e of the crop of one per cent 
above or below the wanto of the trade, cauued a fall or rise in 
the price of about 2^ per cent below or above the averege. 
and therefore thero should have been an advance last year of 
about 18 per cent., all which are inserted in the table in 
fandteto opposite 1 838, as estimated quantities not derived 
from the official returns of the crop and the price. 

An advance of 18 per cent on the average of 12.8 ^ves 
15.1 oenta as the natural average price of last year. This, 
bawever, includes the crop of sea-island cotton, which raises 
the average 8 per cont. higher than it would be found with- 
out this, and this reduocs the price for ordinary cotton, to 
13-8 cents. If from this we stiU further deduct about j of a 
eenton account of the inferiority of Georgia uplands below 
the crops of Louisiana and Mississippi bottom, and if we still 
farther deduet about j a cent for the cost of tronHportotiim 
from Augusta to Savannah, we have finally 12} cento as the 
proper natural price at Augusta for Georgia uplands. 

It is well known that during a greater part of last year, 
prices wen much above this, and immense losses have been 
submitted to, on their ahipmento by the buyers Had they 
estimated the crop and the surplus of the preceding year pro* 
periy, these ruinous speculations might have been avoided. 
The violent changes in price, so disastrous to all the legiti- 
mate business of fiie merchant, might have been stopped, and 
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the country would have been saved from much of ito present 
suflering. 

I will go on to apply these principles to the determination 
of the proper price for the present year. If the great regula- 
tor of price is the relation between supply and demand, if 
the contraction and expansion of the currency, the e5brto of 
speculators, tho combination of manufacturers, and all such 
causes ore of little or no importance — if the crop of cotton is 
a mighty mass that tsbes ito own course in spite of the little 
eddies and cui rents tbat surround it, it is a matter of some 
interest to know what is the supply and demand for the pre- 
sent year, and what is the probable price which would result 
from their relation to one another. 

To determine the supply, the following table of receipU is 
inserted: 







1840. 


1839. 


Georgia, 


Feb. 14, 


143,773 


129,072 


South Carolin.i, 


Feb. 7, 


139,310 


111,363 


Mobile, 


Feb. 1, 


61,470 


149.829 


New Orleans, 


Feb. 1, 


444,677 


235,618 


Florida, 


Feb. 1, 


14,782 


31,767 


Noith Carolina, 


Jan. 18, 


3,668 


3.477 


Virginia, 


Dec. 4, 


6,0 


4,260 



In the States cost of Georgia, tho receipts thus far show 
an increase of 29,888 bales, just 25 | ercent on tho»e of last 
year, and this, though below the crop of 1838, will doubtleta 
be very near the increase for these States. It will not bo 
below this, but may reach the crop of 1 833. 

In Georgia, the receipto have fallen oft* but this is evident- 
ly on account of the low stote of our rivers. The stocks on 
hand at Macon and Augusta, exceed those of last year by 
34,0C0 bales. If tliis be added to the receipto at Savannah, 
it will indicate an advance of only 15 per cent on la^t year's 
crop. Very few planters, however, estimate the production 
of the present year less than that of 1838.— The rivera, and 
the low prices aro keeping back the deliveries, and the i^ 
eeipto must yet be very heavy. The crop of 1838 was 50 
per,ceut. alcove last year's ; and so far, the receipto at Au- 
gusta, Macon, and Savannah, have only advanced 15 per 
cenL The product of the present year, may, therefore, be 
estimated at between 30 and 50 per cent, over the short crop 
of 1839. 

The receipts at Mobile have fallen off very much. But 
the low rivers at Columbus, Montgomery, Tuscaloosa, d^c.« 
fully ex|»Iain this» No one doubts, from the favourable re- 
porto every where of a large crop, from the new lands brought 
into cultivation since 1838, from the increofed number of 
hands arising from the natural increase of population, and 
from emigration since that year, that the crop will exceed 
that of 1 838. I will allow an increase of 1 per cent, though 
pome estimates ollow Mobile, 10,000 bales more than this. 

At New Orleans, where the mighty Mississippi never re- 
tards the operations of the sliipper, the increase in the receipts 
has so for been 90 per cent On Jan. S6th, they had in- 
creased 69 per cent. ; and some time before, Uiey had raugetl 
between 90 and lOO. This ad\*ance is to very laiige that it 
is important to inquire if it will continue for tho rest of tho 
season. It is known that the Tenne^^sec is too low to take 
down the cotton of North Alabama and Tennesece ; end the 
othc^ tributurics of the Mississippi iijuU a!so retaid tho thip- 
mento. If tho rtccipto from ttls time, tiO next October, in- 
stead of increasing at tho rate of 90 per cent., should uoly 
equal those of 1839, they ^ould indicate an sdvancf of i2 
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MAILS BETWEEN PHILA. AND BALTIMORE. 

Wabhisctax, Feb. 20, 1840. 
To Amos KssnuLi, Esq. 

Pobt Master General. 

Sir — In the ititerriev^ which the commiltee or the stock* 
holders of the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore 
RaiJ Road Company bad with you j-esterday they were pre> 
vented from presenting the proposition they intended to sulv 
mit, in ^mswer to your last commnnicatioD by the prelimi- 
nary difficulty which was interposed from a claim of the 
Pepartment to reserve in any contract to lie concluded, a 
right to change the hours originally agreed upon at its plea* 
sure. This right was insisted upon by you, and the under- 
signed believing that by surrendering it they would jilaco 
the Company at the mercy of the Department, declined ac- 
quieecing in the demand for any amount of compensation 
which could bo oflfered, but at the samo time were perfectly 
willing to yield to the Department the selection of its own 
hours to he specified in the contract, with the further right 
pf dissolving the contract upon not less than 10 days notice 
without the rcser\'ation of a similar privilege on the part of 
the Company. It is not the intention of the undersigned 
to discuss the principle involved in this difficulty in the pre- 
sent communication. Injustice, however, to the Company, 
they proceed to state the propositions which they were pre- 
pared to submit yesterday. A proposition was made to the 
Department on a former occasion to carry the mails of the 
United States between Baltimore and Philadelphia, at the 
sam» hours and on the same terms as those contained in the 
contract formerly subsisting between the Company and the 
Department, and for the same compensation, say $27,500, 
and this proposition was positively declined by the Post 
Master General. The proposition made in your last com- 
munication, imposes on the Company duties which in the 
opinion of the committee would exceed in victual cost the 
sum offered as a compensation, and they now submit the 
following modification of thatpropo.>ition which it is thought 
may be agreed to by the Company probably without loss 
and certainly without profit, xiz : 

The great Southern and Western mail to leave Philadel- 
phia at midnight or I oVlock, A. M. with mail cars fitted for 
the occasion by the Company, distributing way moils as per 
former contract and arriving in Baltimore at 9^ o'clock, 
A. M. leave Baltimore at 9^ o'clock, A. M. f.rriving at 
Philadelphia at 5 o'clock, P. M. 

Second line leaving PhiUdelphia at 3 o'clock P. M. and 
Baltimore at 4 o'clock, P. M. arriving at their destined 
points a« speedily as safety will allow, carrying the through 
mails and way mails for Chester, Wilmington, Elkton, and 
Havre-de-Grace, in the baggage cars in charge of the con- 
ductor or of a mail agent 

The way mails to be delivered at the different points to 
poFt office agents. The above arrangement to continue for 
eigfet months in the year— say from April Ist to December 
Ist ; and during the remainder of the year, a single mail line 
to leave Philadelphia at 7 or 8 o'clock, A. M., and arriving 
in Baltimore at 3^ P. M. — Leave Baltimore at 9 p'clock A. 
i/l.i and arrive iiT Philadelphia at 5 o'clock, P. M. The 
Poat Office Department to deliver and receive all the mails 
at this depots, at Gray's Ferry, Philadelphia ; and at the Can- 
ton depot, Baltimore. No fines for failures except from ne- 
gligence,— the compensation to be $300 per milo from de- 
pot to depot The contract to continue to 1st January 
1841. The object of the company being to test by experi- 
ence, the question of profit or loss under such an arrange- 
ment 

If this proposition should be declined, the undersigned, in 
order to demonstrate that there is no disposition upon Uie 
part of the company, to extort from the government an ex- 
travagant compensation for services to be rendered, to place 
their motives beyond suspicion, and avoid any collision with 
tt department of the government, submit the following pro- 
poeols: — ^The committee will contract on behalf of the com- 
pany with the Post Office Department, for the transporta- 
tion of the mails of the United States, between the depot at 
C}ray'f Ferry and the Jepot at Canton, in cars, attached to 



the morning train, running at their own homns lirom March 
1, 1840, until Jun'y. 1, 1841, without any compens^on 
whatever, from the United Slates Government, in mail caia, 
to l)c furnibhcd by the Department and placed in the charge 
of its agents. 

In making this last proposal, the undersigned are full^ 
aware that i be interests of the company are yielded to an 
extent which justice could not ask; but they believe thesac- 
riiiie is less than they would have to sustain in surreodcrtnii 
the control of tlieir road to any other power, than one which 
has a direct interest in its welfare, a board of directon, ele^ 
ted by the stockholders — They have the also strong induce- 
ment ofprevoniing the public from sustaining any injiiiy» 
or inconven'enc«, from the conflict of opinion between tba 
undersigned and the Post-Master General, whibt they cx- 
I biliit at least one instance, in whi h a corpofation has saeri- 
I ficed its interest, rather than abandon a principle. 

The committee being unable to remain in Washington, 
until an answer can ] robably l>« received from the Post 
Master General, have to request tliat it may be addiewed 
to James A. Bayard, Wilmington, Delaware. 
Bespectfully. your obd't serv'ta. 

J;ifi. A Batibp, • 

Jxo. W.AsnaiBiD, 

James Rookkc. 

SAMrxL W. Lxiraa, Committee. 

MYSTERIOUS DISCOVERY. 

A carious discovery has been made fay some woikmen 
employed in erecting houses on the site of the olil Calaboose. 
That ancient buikling, which dates far back into the Spanish 
times, was recently pulled down and the ground on which it 
stood sold out to private individuals. The puicbaaefs imme- 
diately commenced improvemente upon the property, heing 
valuable, from its location in the centre of the city. In the 
course of operations to this effect, it was found n ecc s pa iy to 
several feet under the surface to lay a substratum for the 
walls of the houses about to bo built. The labourer^, in ex- 
cavating at a particular spot, discovered that their progress 
was retarded by some hard substance, which resisted any im- 
pression from the working tools. On examination, the re- 
sisting substance was found to be a bar of iron. Curiosity 
was excited. The excavation was extended — another and 
another bar or hoop of iron was discovered, and at length a 
space in the bottom of the hole that had been dug gave way, 
or rather sunk, and disclosed between the hoops of iron tha 
interior of a dungeon. This horrid den of cruelty waa 
arched over with thick brick walls and ribs of iron. The 
height from the floor to the ceiling was four feet, and the 
width between the side walls about three. The extent of 
this cavern is not ascertained. When first opened the inside 
was dry, the ooze from the river being excluded by water 
cement, and contained nothing but a few human hemes, the 
remains of some victims of tyranny or 0uperstition. 

After tlie walls were broken by the tools of the workmen, 
the water flowed in through the fractures and oooo filled up 
the cavity. In consequence of the interior bdng overflcvwn, 
it was found impossible to explore the subterranean passage 
to any great distance. The supposition is, that tha cavern is 
extensive, and has branches undermining the ground in sev^ 
eral directions. 'J*o trace this subterranean labyrinth through 
oil its ramifications, would be a curious and antiquarian re- 
search, calcubited to throw light upon the darl^ deeds of a 
past age, and dig up its buried cruelties to the gaze and exe- 
cration of the present humane and enlightened generation.— 
It is to be desired that the public authorities ahoold take tha 
matter in hand, and institute a thorough investigation. The 
thought is not pleasant to a republican, that he may be tread- 
ing on ground that ia ondermined with iron dungeons. 

JV, Ovleani Butiedn, 



Francis JSlood^od, one of the oldest and moot respecta- 
ble citizens of Allmny, die<t on Thuntlay. He waff at the 
time of his death, President of the State Bank, had been ieve- 
ral yeara Mayor of the cit>', and was long a Glerk of the 
Soprrme Court. 
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IMPROVEMBNTS AND COMMERCE OF THE LAKE6. 
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Tables conneetod with the report on the lakes published in 
onr buit Namber, page 184. 

Sta*emerU thvmn^ the number of inhabiiatiU in 1830, atiet 
1839, III the $everai c^unttea of the %tate of Ohio, anP" 
poted t9 be more directly affected by the improvement of 
the harboure sn the eauthem coaet of Lake Erie, viz^ 
in 1830, according to the ceneut of that year, and in 
1839, by eetimatioiu 



COUNTIES. 


Census, 


Estimated, 




1830. 


1839. 


Ashtabolaa - • - 


14,684 


24,000 


Geniga b • 


15,813 


32,000 


TnimbuU ... 


26,153 


39,000 


Portage 


18,826 


38,000 


CiqrBhogac . . - 


10,373 


36,000 


Medina - 


7,560 


21,000 


Jjonmd ... 


5,696 


18,000 


Hunm and Erie e - 


18,341 


33,500 


8andndLjr ... 


2,851 


1 1,000 


Beneca • • • 


6,159 


14,000 


CnmSatdf 


4,791 


10,000 


Wood 


1,102 


6,000 


Lucasj' ... 


• « • • 


7,000 


Stark 


26,588 


35,000 


Coliimhiana ... 


35,592 


37,000 


Wayne . . - 


28,330 


33,000 


Richland ... 


24,006 


36,000 


Holmes ... 


9,135 


15,000 


Toaearawas 


14,298 


20,000 


Codiocton • - • 


11,161 


18,500 


Licking « . • 


20,869 


34,500 


Knox ... 


17,086 


28,000 


Marion- . • • 


6,551 


17,000 


Delaware . • • 


11,605 


22,000 


Franklin 


14,741 


28,000 


Union 


3,192 


7.000 


Hancock 


813 


8,000 


Hardin ... 


210 


3,500 


Henry • . - - 


262 


2,500 


Putnam ... 


230 


4,000 


Allen .... 


678 


7,500 


Williame and Paulding 


387 


3,600 


VanwertA 


• • • • 


1,000 


Mercer ... 


1,110 


4,600 


847,892 


666,000 



a Conneaot and Ashtabula harbours. 
b Grand liver and Cunningham harbours, 
c Cleveland harbour. 
d Black rivCTjiarbour. 
e Huron and Vermillion harbours. 
/Constituted 1820, organiied 1826. 
^ Recently oiganixed. 
A Recently organized. 
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JIfrican Jfemp* — ^The African Repository states that there 
is in the Colonization rooms at Washington, a specimen of 
African Hemp, a small bale of which Gov. Buchanan sent 
to the Board by the Saluda, in June last. This hemp is pre- 
pared from an indigenous plant which abounds in Liberia. 
It resembles the Manilla in colour, and is pronounced by 
good judges to be equal in strength and fil»« to the best 
American Hemp. 

Several of the Kentucky emigrants now on their way to 
Liberia, are good rope-makers ; one of them who for years 
had the charge of a rope manufactory, remarked on examin- 
ing this hemp, that it was an excellent article and fine enough 
to make into twine.* They were delighted with the prospect 
of being furnished with so good an article for the prosecution 
of their trade. 

Means have been taken to suppler the neceesary tools for 
enabling these men to commence their trade in IJberia, which 
will not only be profitable to themselves and important to the 
colony, but whidi may intruduce an article into our com- 
merce, that will eventually supply the demand of our 
countiy. 



Jt etaiemeni exhibiting^ the rite of tarabU property in the different countiee included in the etate of Ohio, from 1826 

up to 1839, from the aeeeatore* return e. 



NAMES OP COUNTIES. 


1826. 


1829. 


1833. 


1838. 


Adams ..... 


$598,296 


$609,803 


$832,666 


$903,216 


AUen - . - . - 


2,737 


. a   


51,214 


298,204 


Ashtabula 


970^79 


994,332 


1,247,900 


1,743,070 


Atfiens .... 


416,331 


292,656 


481,679 


653,999 


Belmont • • • . - 


895,049 


938,370 


1,691,716 


1,860,947 


Brown . • . . 


993,960 


995,668 


1,358,944 


1,692,143 


Butler 


1,575,477 


1,613,927 


2,504,007 


2,896,671 


Champaign - - 


628,707 


649,319 


908,671 


1,444,076 


Claik 


624,096 


- 760,016 


1,114,995 


1,737,706 


Clennaiit .... 


1,063,469 


1,074,142 


1,542,627 


2,064,610 


Clinton • - - . . 


496,174 


• 486,977 


786,770 


1,1 14,764 
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TABIiE COMTIlffUCD. 



NAMES OF COUNTIES. 




1836. 


1839. 


1833. 


1838. 


Columbiana ... 


• • • • 


$1,001,966 


#1,491,099 


#8,686,674 


Cofhocton . - - . 


$569,036 


671,585 


860,708 


1,114,754 


Cuyahoga- 


m m 






1,033,494 . 


1,076,047 


1,401,599 


4,08t,T67 


Dark • 


, 






.. 


134,359 


123,804 


260,259 


1,464,469 


Delaware - 












194,959 


603,223 


831,093 


1,310,803 


FaitfieM 












1,283,563 


2,030,031 


1,992,697 


8,464,969 


Fayelte • 












320,313 


346,442 


544,539 


663,919 


Franldin 












• •  • 


1,224,429 


1,663,315 


3,684,664' 


Gallia - 












254,967 


246,593 


427,962 


483,384 


Geauga 












1,050,233 


1,087,099 


. 1,427,869 


1,810,679 


Greene - 












877,263 


839,898 


1,441,907 


1,786,668 


Gaemaey 












488,104 


613,403 


908,109 


1,100,619 


Hancock • 












« • • • 


8,358 


50,929 


267,649 


Hamilton 












33,224 


4,666,247 


7,726,091 


9,864,909 


Hardin 












110,473 


. • • • 


118,425 


226,888 


Harrison 












576,546 


611,446 


1,025,210 


1,123,188 


Henry 












• •  • 


• • • • 


• . • • 


81,668 


Highland 












674.608 


691,077 


1,055,863 


1,386,005 


Hocking - 












122,703 


123,820 


215,273 


833,174 


Holmes 












293,694 


306,574 


667,060 


794,161 


Huron* - 












1,162,576 


1,182,815 


1,512,665 


8,187,616 


Jackson 












65,322 


66,516 


197,932 


888,684 


Jefferson - 












1,085,995 


1,114,827 


1,885,064 


2,074,704 


Knozr 












836,397 


855,443 


1,252,294 


1,566,666 


Lawranoe- 












136,703 


136,180 


241,783 


317,668 


Licking 












1,396,883 


1,463,073 


2,110,491 


3,769,664 


Jjogan 












315,659 


434,364 


519,623^ 


1,148,845 


Lorain 












676,644 


763,533 


889,553 


1,638,841 


Madison - 










336,419 


351,179 


600,678 


889,668 


Marion 










. 


110,878 


171,536 


390,602 


766,087 


Medina - 












939,385 


728,750 


931,599 


1,309,678 


Meigs - 












252,146 


268,957 


880,172 


347,989 














12,047 


20,408 


64,118 


161,698 


Miami 












577,561 


606,749 


1,000,748 


1,643,580 


Monroe • 












119,871 


134,937 


380,678 


416,743 


Montgomery • 












1,324»849 


1,428,038 


2,293,419 


3,831.886 


Morgan - 












142,023 


317,769 


462,991 


696,411 


Muskingum • 












1,4^6,018 


1,114,669 


2,362,617 


8,788,110 


Peny 












415,121 


433,376 


729,241 


806,936 


Pickaway 












1,217,356 


1,361,187 


1,790,666 


3,367,366 


Pike 












383,344 


391^76 


521,108 


610,974 


Paulding 












• • • • 


• • • • 


. a . • 


• • • • 


Portage - 












1,380,659 


1,471,796 


3,019,039 


3,161,791 


Putnam 












. •  • 


• • • • 


• • . • 


806,935 


PxeUe - 












587,468 


608,896 


1,086,333 


1,409,064 


Richland 












 • • • 


763,973 


1,354,189 


8,366;347 


Ross 












3,101,300 


3,116,660 


3,897,606 


3,495,640 


Sandud^ 












49,603 


136,571 


875,993 


696,736 


Sciolio 












374,436 


696,366 


963,883 


1,084,709 


Seneca 












8,724 


168,668 


303,089 


950,141 


Shelly - 












99,333 


105,703 


194,468 


378,478 


Stvk- 












1,139,993 


1,363,630 


1,854,967 


8,669.380 


Trumbull - 












1,484,583 


1,167,763 


1,807,792 


8,573,365 


Tuscarawas • 












668,436 


688,736 


903,778 


1,884,341 


Union 










. 


303,373 


318,693 


380,636 


• .  . 


Vanwect 












• . • • 


• • •• 


• • • . 


15,068 


Wanen - 












1,449,319 


1,476,038 


1,143,066 


8,303,837 


Washington < 












397,697 


419,339 


681,301 


747,635 


Wayne - 












• a • • 


893,304 


1,461,996 


1,999,369 


Wood 












68,489 


70,768 


1,807,668 


431,018 


WiUiaiM and Ewilding - 


131 


 . • • 


90,066 


805,360 














39,719,867 


49,767,611 


76,431,365 


106^14,718 



* In 1839» Erie eoimty was taken fipom Hmtm. 
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We are ghd to obienre an increawig attention to atatiatt- 
cal inqaiiiea, cqwciaUy lelatiYe to the U. Statea; and thcn- 
fora rajoice at the formation of the Aaeodation in Boaton, 
from iprfaoae addreaiy and the eztracta from the Conatitution 
and Bje-Lawa which we publiah, the deaign of the Inatitution 
will he maniieat 

''The objects of the Aaioeiatian ahall be to collect, preaerre, 
and diffaae atatiatical information in the diilerent departments 
of homan knowledge. 

7*be operations of thia Association shall be principally di- 
rected to the statiatisa of the United States ; and they shall 
be as general and extensive as practicable, and not be confin- 
ad to any particular part of the country. Foreign statistics 
may occasionally be considered. The labors of the Associa- 
tion may embrace all subjects of a statistical nature. 

fn aooomplisbing the objects of the Association, statistical 
information shall be Bought by procuring books, pamphlets, 
and periodical woiks ; by original written commimications ; 
and by correspondence and personal application. 

It shall be deemed the duty of eTcry Fellow to prepare at 
least one aiticle a year on some statistical subject, which shall 
be at the disposal of the Publishing Committee.*' 

PretiJcHi* 
Hon. Richard Fletcher. 

Vice Pretidenii* 

Bradford Sumner, Esq. 
George C. Shattuck, M. D. 

Rer. Joseph B. Felt, Reenrdlng Secrttary* 
Lemuel Shattuck, Esq. Home Secretary, 
Joseph E. Worcester, Esq. Foreign Secretary, 
Thomas A. Davis, Esq. Treawurer. 
Lemuel Shattuck, Esq. Librarian, 

CouneeUore, 

Rer. William Cogswell, D. D. 

O. W. B. Peabody, Esq. 

John P. Bigelow, Esq. 
Hon. Horace Mann, 

John D. Fisher, M. D. 
Prof. U. B. Edwanls, 

Jesse Chickering, M. D. 
Hon. Samuel Dorr, 
Prof. Daniel Treadwcll. 

PubtiMng Committee, 

Rev. WDliam Cogswell, D. D. 

Joseph E. Worcester. Esq. 

O. W. B. Peabody, Esq. 
Rev. Joseph B. Felt, 

Lemuel Shattuck, Esq. 

ADDRESS. 

The word Statistics is of German origin, and is derived 
from the word Staat^ signifying the same aa our En^ish 
word StcUe^ or a body of men existing in a social union.* 
Statistics may be defined to be, *' the ascertaining and the 
bringing together of those facts, which are fitted to illuatrate 
the condition and prospects of society." The object of Sti^ 
liatical science is to consider the results whidi those fusts 
produce, with the view to determine the principles upon 
which the well-being of society d^iends. 

History is concerned with the paat. 1 he acienca of Sta- 
tistics deUneatas the changea which are now going on. It 
aaeka to collect and classify all the facts which pertain to the 
existing arrangements of society. " History, it haa been 



* Sed the first number of the Journal of the Statiatical 80- 
detv of London. 



remaxked, *^ Statistica in a state of progreasion; Statiatica are 
hiatoxy at a atand.'' Geography deacribes the individual and 
various objects in a eountxy or Commonwealth. Stattattea 
bring them together under a general view, and arrange thoae 
which an analogoua. Geography ia employed on particulan. 
Statistics group these particulan together, in aocoidance with 
aome leading idea.f Again, the acienee of Statistics diffiav 
from political economy, because slthough it has the same end 
in view, it doea not discuss causes, nor reason upon probable 
efiects. Its object is the collection and comparison of facts 
which illustrate the condition of mankind, and tend to devel- 
ope the principles by which the progress of society is deter- 
mined. 

The science of Statistics is of recent origin. Achenwall* 
who was bom at Elbtng, in Pruasia, in 1719, and died in 
1772, waa the first who gave the name, and a scientific form, 
to this branch of knowledge. His Compend, originally pub- 
lished in 1 749, went through seven editions. His most dis- 
tinguished pupil. Schlosser, carried out his views stiU further 
in the excellent yet incomplete "Theory of Statistics," 
printed at Gottengen in 1804. In 1807, appeared N«uman*B 
<* Outlines of Statistics." In the systematic and compendioa» 
treatment of this subject, Toxe, Remer, Meusel, Sprengel, 
Mannert, Fischer, and especially, Hassd, have distinguished 
themselves. The last name is the eminent geographer. 
In Italy, then an the well known names of Balbi, Quadri^ 
and Gioja. 

The first European government that paid any attention to 
the collection of Statistics, in a aystematic manner, tliough 
this was on a limited scale, was Sweden. About the middle 
of the last century, a special commission was employed, who 
made known, at intervals of five yearn, many interesting facta 
in nlation to the population of the country, etc Schlosser 
having called attention to the important results of the Swedish 
commission, several oiher Slates soon enteied into a similar 
arrangement. Then is now a statistical department, or what 
is termed a Bureau, in connexion with the governments of 
Prussia, Austria, Bavaria, Wurtemburg, Naplea and Sardi- 
nia. At the head of the Bureau, in Beriin, ia a gentleman 
of great intelligence, M. J. G. Hofimann. In 1832, l/Oid 
Auckland and Mr. Poulett Thompaon, who then preaided 
over the Board of Trade in England, established a Statistical 
ofiice in that department, to collect, arrange, and publish 
statements relating to the condition, and bearing upon the vaii- 
ous interasts of the British Empire. The volumes, annually 
printed and laid befon Parliament by this oflSce are well 
known and highly esteemed. 

In the year 1831. a Statistical Society waa formed in the 
kingdom of Saxony, which has prosecuted its objects with 
great energy and success. The French Society of Univenal 
Statistics waa founded on the 82d of November, 1829, and \m 
under the protection of the king. It proposes and decnea 
prizes, granta medals, publishes a monthly collection of ita 
transactions, and maintaina a coneapondenoe with learned 
bodies in all countries. The society numben at preaent mora 
that 1,500 membera, Fronch and fenign, who an classed 
into titulary, honorary, and oonreaponding members. Tho 
subjects about which the aodety ia employed, an arranged 
into three classes. 1. Physical and Descriptive Statistics* 
embracing topography, hydrography, meteorology, gedogy, 
mineralogy, population, man conaiderpd physically, hygiene, 
and the aanitary state. 3. Poaitive and Applied Statisties* 
embracing vegetable and animal pvoduetions, agricnltun, ln« 
dttstry, commerce, navigation, state of the sciences, general 
instruction, literature, languages, and the fine acta. 3. Moral 
and Philosophical Statistics, including the fimna of religioas 
worahip, legislative and judicial power, public adminiatnUion, 
financea, the militaiy, marine, and diplomaey. M. Caaai 
Moreau ia charged with the general direction of ^•tJKiffll 
labor or tranaactiona. 

llie Hiatoiy of Stadstica in Gnat Britain oontaim b«| 
little of importance^ pievioody to the last ten years. AoBODg 
the few valuable hooka on thtssolijccl, may be mentioned Sii 



f German Cunvenatiooa Lexicon, 1837,8th cd.. Vol x* 

p. 638. 
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John Bioclair'd Statistical Account of Scotland, Sir F. M. 
£d0ii*8 State of tho Poor, aiid CoIqahoun*8 Treatise on the 
Weslth, Power, and ReaouAresof the British Empire. Very 
raoently have appeared the Statiaticai Accounts of a part of 
Irekmd, by the Officers of the Irish Ordnance Survey ; Mac- 
onUoch's Statistics of the British Empire ; with the Diction- 
aiy of Commerce by the same author; McCiregor*s Statistics 
of Nations, and Porter*s Progress of the Nation. A new 
c£(ion of Sinclair's account of Scotland is in the course of 
pablication. 

The Statistical Society of London was founded on the 
16th of March, 1834, in pursaance of a rocoraniendation of 
the British Association for the Advancement uf Science. It 
was established for the purposes of procuring, arranging and 
publishing ** Facts calcu'ated to illustrate tlie Condition and 
Prospects of Society." It pursues its inquiries under the 
four heads of Economical, Political, Medical, and Moral and 
Intellectual Statistics; the first head embracing natural pro- 
ductions, agriculture, manufactures, commerce, currency, the 
distribution of wealth, or all facts relating to rent, wages, 
pftifits; etc ; the second head comprises political and legal 
■tfttistics, those of fiaafice and national expenditure, and of 
ciVtl and military establishments; the third head takes up the 
great subject of population, in addition to the topics more ap- 
propriately belonging to it ; while the fourth head compre- 
hends the statistics of literature, education, religious instruc- 
tion, ecclesiastical institutions, and crime. The whole num- 
ber of members of tlie London Society, according to the 
Fourth Report, is 402, of whom 382 are annual subscribers, 
14 foreign honorary members, and 6 corresponding non-re- 
sident members. An important measure, adopted by this 
•ociety* is the formation of committees, who have in charge 
a specific and limited department of labor. Thus one com- 
mit tee has been appointed for the purpose of prosecuting in- 
quiries into tho state of education iaa portion of the parishes 
of London. Another committee is collecting information in 
ref pect to th^ various " strikes and combinations which have 
existed for the purpose of altering the rata of wages ;** a 
third committee has in charge the statistics of Life, embra- 
cing enumerations of Births, Deaths, Marriages, and Popu- 
lation, with or without distinction of age, sex, climate or oc- 
eupatiorvi, etc The Society has published a monthly journal 
of about 60 pages, and two quarto volumes of Transactions. 
1*be monthly journal is now discontinued. Its labors appear 
to have been wisely directed, and productive of important 
resuiti. Among these results, is the formation of similar so- 
cieties in Manchester, Glasgow, Liverpool, Belfast, Bristol, 
Calcutta, as wcU as others in various parts of tho British 
Empire. 

In the United States, but little attention has, as yet, been 
Ipwn to tho subject of Statistics. The attempt has never 
been made to present a complete view of either of the great 
departments of this interesting and practical science.. With 
lew exceptions, the subject ha^ been wholly overlooked, both 
by the National and the State governments. Something, 
however, has been done by the government of the U. States 
in connexion with the census of tho population which has 
been taken once in ten years, though here, it must be ac- 
knowledged, far less has been accomplished, than might 
reasonably have been expected. ^Ve may also mention that 
praiseworthy efforts have lately been mailein connexion with 
th« Patent Office at Washington. Some of the individual 
States have also given a limited attention to certain depart- 
m«Dto in the science, particularly to that of primary educa- 
tion. The reports oifthe School Commissioners of the States 
of New York and Massachusetts deserre honourable men- 
tion. A lew isolated individuals have Hkewtse laboured in 
tiiia field with great aaiidaity. Valuable mformation u con- 
tuned in Warden's Statidical. Political and Historical Ac 
count of the United States, Timothy Pitkin's Statistical View 
of the ComoMree bf the United States, Adam Seybert*s 
StiHilical Annak, William Darby's Historical, Oeogniphical, 
and Sialialkal View of Cha United Statea, and Watteiston 
and Van Zandt's Tabular Statistical Views. 

It is in this interesting and comparatively uncultivated field 
Aat the Amsskan Statistical AsKdation propoae to labour 
with Mich means as may be placed at their disposal, with the 



co-opcratnn of ktndrrd aodetiea whidi may be fanned, and 
with the aid which may be expected from our National and 
State Governments. It is obviously a field of vast extent, 
and rich in materials for collection and comparison. I low 
much the Association may be able to accomplish most be 
IcA for time to determine. There are not wanting, certainly, 
encouragements, sufficiently ample and stimulating. The 
advantages which may be expected to follow a diligent pur- 
suit of our object are neither few nor unimportant l^ome 
of the more prominent of them, wc may be permitted hereto 
enumerate. 

1. Statistics are closely allietl to the other sciences, and 
receive contributions from all of them. In the language of 
a contemporaiv,* ** they are, as it were, the link which con- 
nects them with the practical purposes of life." Thus no 
statistical account of our country can be perfect without com- 
prehending its geography. Here a wide field of labour, in- 
cluding an entire continent, opens before the American 
statiiiticiil inquirer. The science of Geology is yet in its 
infancy, but it is deser%'edly attracting great attention on iho 
part of several of our State authorities. With statistics, ge- 
ology is connected, inasmuch as the latter has a vital relation 
to the mineral wealth of a country. The bearing of statintica 
upon the great interest of agriculture, is too ob\ious to need 
illustration. Statistics enter into that part of Zoology, which 
points out tho means of sustenance, of the employment of 
industry and of commerce. The propriety of the culiivation 
of silk in this country has, of late, elicited much remark, and 
considerable capital is devoted to it. This fact shows the 
connexion of statistics with botany and with Horticulture — 
Every subject in truth forms a part of statistics. Chem- 
istry entera largely into the convenicncies of life ; Medicine 
is connected with our most important earthly interests ; Me- 
chanics abridge human labour ; Meteorology, by explaining 
the causes and conditions of atmospheric changes, is connect- 
ed with statie^tics. Such is the case also with Physiology, 
Population, Education, Finance, Government, and Religion.f 

1?. The appropriate sphere which this Association pro- 
pose, according to their ability, to occupy, is very great It^ 
now comprises thirty States and Territories, with all their* 
vast and teeming resources. The pit»ent condition of iha 
Indian tribe, and of the countries on our borders, as well as 
of those in other parts of the continent, will form suitable 
topioi for inquiry. We arc not timited by a few acres of 
ground, nor by a few hundred thousands of population,iika 
our fellow labourera in some other portions of the world. A 
Statistical Society, like that in Saxony, may, indeed, accom- 
plish more perfectly what it undertakes ; it may collect and 
record facts with somewhat more precision than a society on 
a larger scale can do. Still, there is but little opportunity 
for a wide comparison of facts. There are but few, if any, 
stril^ing contrasts. Even in Prussb, the field of obaervation 
and comparison is limited to half a dozen provinces, almost 
in the Fame parallel of latitude. In oyr country the case ia 
stikingly different. The difficulty l!es at the other extreme. 
'i'he field is too extended, it may be thought, to admit of be- 
ing accurately explored. Still the means of intercommunica- 
tion are so abundant ,and the facilities for the coUeciion and 
diffusion of information are so rapid, that but little prMtical 
difficulty need be feared, while we shell reap the great ad- 
vantage which results from variety of climate, soil, sceneiy, 
population, mannera, customs, etc. 

3. Another advantage which may be expected to flow 
from statistical inquiries in this country, has relation to onr 
peculiar civil institutions. It is of the utmost importmeo 
that, while the experiment of free political instittittons is m 
progress, all the facts pertaining to this experiment should be 
carefully gathered up and recorded. The whole process of 
the experiment should be accurately marked and faithfully de^ 
scribed by competent observers^ at the time, and on the spot. 
In this way, if we succeed, it will be known vhy we racoced; 
if we fail, the cantet of this failure wiH be apparent Thna 
we aliall have faithful obeervationa and unqueattonable facta 

* Journal of the Statistical Society of London, 
f For abundant illustrations of this topic, consult tbetran- 
■actions of the London and French Statistical Societies. 
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on whirh to rely, instead of hoing left to gncss at the reasons, 
nnd Rulistitute speculation in the place of certain knowledge. 
How inestimably precious would be a tlioruugh statistical 
view of the ancient Grecian Republics, a view which should 
enter into all the details — such as many living writers could 
give of the existing state of Great Britain or of Germany. — 
Tlie ancient hiiftorians leave us in complete darkness in re- 
s]iect to a thousand interesting questions. It is only aAer a 
most laborious search of every accessi^jlc means of informa- 
tion, that such indefatigable antiquaries as Boeckh and Miil- 
ler, have been able to give us their interesting, but still scanty 
notices of the public economy of Athens and Sparta. Our 
course should be more intelligent and benevolent If we 
value our institutions, we should be able to show good 
grounds for our favourable estimate, not only in our actual 
prosperity, but by our recorded knowledge, by facts well as- 
certained, and philosophically classified. And this duty 
cannot bo safely Icfl to individuals. It is only by means of 
associated labour, that the proper results can be secured. 

4. The labors of this As.sociation may be turned to imme- 
diate good account. If faithfully prosecuted, they will be, 
indeed, of inestimable value to the future historian, in our 
own and in other lands. They may convey a rich amount 
of experience to the friends of civil and of religious freedom 
in every country, and in every future tfge. But, they will, 
by no means, be without value now. They will produce pal- 
pable and present benefits. None of our institutions are in 
a perfect state. All arc susceptible of improvements. But 
every rational reform must be founded on thorough know- 
ledge. We must know what the want is before we can 
supply it. Frequently an extensive induction of facts is ne- 
cessary. It will be worse tlian useless to rely on partial and 
ill-digested information. Neither can we place entire confi- 
dence in the operations of similar institutions in other lands. 
The schools of Germany, for instance, cannot be transferred 
here without some modification. We must, in a considerable 
degree, judge for ourselves, aflcr we have examined what our 
own wants are. We are in a forming state, and in the midst of 
a great experiment. We need all possible light now. Our 
school system!*, for example, ore not working out their results 
for ourselves alone. The inhabitants of Florida and of Wis- 
consin will derive esMntial l«nefit from our collected and re- 
corded experience. The nations, which people other parts of 
our continent will, more and more, as they become civilized, 
look to Qs for models and exemplars. How important, that 
we should be able to give- them clear and well-developed 
Tjewa, consistent and unquestionable facts ! The value of 
facts, as every intelligent observer must have seen, depends 
essentially on their lucid arrangement If they are not pre- 
sented in a natural and orderly manner, they lose one half, at 
least, of their present worth. Here, consequently, may be 
■een the importance of associated labor, of welUsystematised 
and comprehensive modes of proceeding, and of efiecting such 
a division in labor and of making such comparison in the 
resullfl which may be accomplished, as shall give to every 
class of facts its higltcst value, and to the doings of the society 
their best reward. 

In conclusion, the Assodation hope to be able, with the 
assistance of the many intelligent Individuals who are inte- 
rested in this object, to accomplish, in a satisfactory manner, 
the tasks which they have voluntarily undertaken. In the 
language of a kimlied institution, they trust, that liy ** in- 
creasing progressively in efficiency and usefulness, they shall 
eventually realize many of the beneficial effects which they 
anticipate, and they also hope that the Society will hold a 
permanent place among the important institutions which ore 
steadily contributing to the welfare and improvement of this 
and other countries." 

Bmldin^B in the Dittrict of the JVorthern Ubertie: — 
The following is a statement of the number of buildings 
constructed in the District of the Northern Liberties, during 
the year 1839: — 4 four-stoiy factories; II do. dwelling- 
houses snd stores ; 46 three do ; 1 7 two do. ; 7 do. kitchens ; 
3 churches; 1 engine-house; 1 hose-house; S two story 
frame kitchens. — ^I'otal 93—90 of these buildings were brick* 
'^Public Ledger,, 

Vol.. II. —26 



' We have received the New York A merican of the 1 8th and 
20th instant, almost entirely filled with the reports and doctt- 

' ments connected with the investigations of the committee, 
into the affairs of this Bank. Below, wq publish all that our 

I space will allow, and which will be probably as much as is 
necessary for general purposes. 

mianbactan Bank Report. 

To the Stockholders of the Manhattan Company, 

The undersigned, composing the commission to investi- 
gate the condition of the Manhattan Company, beg leave to 

REPORT— 

That, for the adequate performance of their duty, they 
consider it of the highest importance, in order to enable the 
Stockholders to arrive at a just and precise conclusion m 
regard to the state and value of their property, that a detailed 
and accurate description of the debts and assets of the com- 
pany should be given, and that nothing should be withheld 
that might tend to elucidate its affairs. This was the more 
imperative from their being restricted, by the terms of their 
appointment, to the reporting of facts — and not oi opinion ; 
and therefore, they have adopted the plan of laying before 
the Stockholders a copy of the minutes of the several meet- 
ings which they held, as well as of the documents, statements, 
and letters laid before them. It certainly is unusual that such 
lists of assets should be published, and some dissatisfaction 
may be felt by those whose names and debts are detailed to the 
Stockholders ; but the undersigned, with every disposition to 
avoid unnecessary publicity, could find no other efficient 
mode of performing the duty assigned to them ; nor does it 
appear unreasonable to them, that the Stockholders, upon an 
occasion so extraordinary as that which called for this inves- 
tigation, should be furnished with eveiy item of accoutit 
necessary to enablo them to judge for themselves as to thief 
value of their respective shares in this Company. 

They would also add, that for the better and more rapid 
performance of the service required of them, the Commis- 
sioners called to their aid, F. W. Edmonds, Esq., in whose 
experience and peculiar skill in examinations of this charac- 
ter, they placed the highest confidence, which has been most 
amply justified. 

It seems proper to state, that the Manhattan Company was 
incorporated in the year 1799, for the purpose of supplying 
the city with pure and wholesome water, and with Uie pri- 
vilege of using their surplus funds in the purchase of public 
or other stock, or in moneyed transactions or operations. 

A supplement to the act of incorporation was passed in 
the year 1806, authoring the Company to »e\l or lease to 
the Corporation of New York, their Real Estate and Water 
Works, and Water Privileges ; and in that case, to employ 
their whole capital in like manner as they could their surplus 
capital. 

The duration of the original charter is unlimited, but by 
the act of 1808*, it is provided that the charter of the Bank 
shall*cease thirty years from the date of the sale or lease to 
the Corporation of the city of New York ; and by the same 
enactment, it was declared that the State should be entitled 
to subscribe for one thousand shariSs of the stock of the said 
Company ; which was accordingly done ; and the Recorder 
of the city of New York is ex ojfficio a Director of the Com* 
pany, as representing the interests of the State. 

The Board of Direction, as it existed on the 29th Febru- 
ary (the date of examination,) was composed of the follow- 
ing gentlemen, who have held their respective oflScea irom 
the years opposite their names : 

1825. Maltby Gelston, President (Director from 1829.) 
1 813.. Jonathan Thompson, 

1810. John G. Coster, 
1817. James McBride, 
. 1924. William W. TodJ, 
18^6. William Paulding, 

1826. William B. Grodby^^ 
18S6. TboistfsSufiSmi, 



203 



MANHATTAN BANK REl^ORT. 



[Maacb, 



ISrs. Stephen D. Beeknian, 
1S34. CaropbeU P. White, 

1837. John Morehead. 

1825. David 8. Kennedy, Cnow inEarope,) 

1838. R. H. Morris, Recorder of the city ; and 
1819. Robert While, Caahier. 

For the information of non-rcaident Stockholders, it ia 
proper to atate, that the majority of these gentlemen are of 
known wealth, retired firom active buaioess pursuits, — all of 
unimpcached integrity and standing in the community, and 
all of undoubted pecuniary responsibility : and that, in the 
investigations of the Commissioners, nothing has been dis- 
covered in relation to their official acts that is not fully and 
fairly presented in this Report. 

The Commissioners think it right to add, that whatever 
may be deemed unfavorable in the situation of the Company, 
has in their judgment, arisen from the general inattention of 
the Directors, and, from what may appear to the Stockholders, 
the lax and injudicious management of its concerns, by the 
officers on whom the charge devolved. To sustain the Com- 
mission in these positions, a table is submitted herewith, — 
Statement X, — showing the annual attendance of each Di- 
rector, at the scmi-weekly meetings of the Board, during the 
last ten years ; and it will be seen by an extract from the 
minutes of the Board (see page 20) that tlie management 
and control of the loans of the Bank was expreaaly com- 
mitted to the President and Cashier in April, 1824, and so 
remained up to a very recent period ; and it has been repre- 
sented to the Commission, tliat although general statements 
were regularly laid before the Board, the ihtaila of the pro- 
ceedings of the officers were unknown to the greater portion 
of the Directors. The Commissionera are further requested 
biy the President to state, — ^and the fact is admitted by the 
CashioTy^-that the " loans on stocks were always made and 
controlled by the Cashier, without the interference of the 
President. 

In the reports of a Committee of Directors, made on the 
11th and 27th January last, and ordered to be published by 
a UHanifn9U9 resolution of the Board, passed on the 1-Ith of 
February last, it is averred that ** some of the Directors seem 
to consider themselves nominally so, — and do not even attend 
the meetings of the Board ; and they therefore suggest whe- 
ther the Board ought not to be filled as early as possible with 
a full number of efficient and influential members, who shall 
be sensibly alive to the duties and responsibilities devolving 
upon them." 

This suggestion will, doubtless, attract the attention of the 
Stockholders, — to whom it, together with all other mattera 
contained in this Report, is submitted, without further com- 
ment, by the Undersigned Commissioners. 

JAMES GORE KING, 
ROBERT H. MORRIS, 
JAMES BOORMAN. 
New York, March 14th, 1840. 

STATEMENT E. 

General Statement of the Manhattan Company^ February 
29th, 1840, ae compiled by the Secretary, 

Xsaa« and iKeeounto* 

Bills discounted $974,549 18 

Notes receivable. •• 13,912 77 

Loans on Btm^B 001,820 11 

Bonds receivable 423.505 36 

Suspense aoooont..^.... 6,660 95 



-2,316,848 31 



Beal Eotale and Water Worke. 

Real Estate and water works.... 477,569 98 
Water eipenditare 41,303 03 



518,873 90 



Sfche, 

Manhattan and other stocks 601,838 92 

Contingent Expenee: [ 

Expense account • 5^49 98{ 



' Treaaury A'oteo, 
Treasury notes 337,900 

Cath. 
Ledger balance, cash ace 919,754 49 

Due from Banka, 

Foreignbanks 177,490 27 

City banks 20^28 22 

197,918 49 

Overdraftt, 
Overdrafts found in the 4 Dealers' Ledgers. . . 95,936 63 

$4,986,120 83 



Capital 
Capital stock 2,050,000 CO 

Canal Fund, 
CommiaaionerBof the Canal Fund, (N. York,] 671,694 99 

United Statet, 
Treasurer U. States 214,9 j4 66 



Post Office Department. 



9G 16 



215,fK)0 83 



State of J^ev York. 
Treasurer State of New York. 7,005 40 

State of Ohio, 
Commissioners of the Canal Fund 2,129 43 

Dividend* and Interest Unpaid, 

Unclaimed dividends Manhattan 
Company 16,199 07 

Interest due holders N. Y. State 

stocks 115,084 03 

** <* Ohio do. do. 25,292 33 



57,575 42 



Due to Bank; 

To foreign banks 205,465 51 

*< City banks 125,3r6 94 



330,843 46 



«i 



CircuJatien, 

Manhattan bank notes on hand . 29^,402 00 

incirculmtaon.. C8 1,389 03 

574,791 OS 

Ditconntt Received. 
Amount of this aoconnt 47,426 80 

Individual Depotitea, 

Footing of the 4 Dealers* Ledger, 695,698 86 

Read, Irving & Co. 312,649 16 

908,246 02 

Miecellaneoue jiccounte. 

Unclaimed balances 4,265 39 

Water revenue 1,910 25 

Foreign billa in sopenM Mooont . 3^00 98 

Robt White, Cashier 8,663 38 

Exchange aoooont 1,424 67 

Divklend 886 26 

U.Statesatock 1,881 65 



16,331 4» 



FreJU and L—e, 

ing the dilbrence between the Ddittand 

Credit side of this autement 115.475 OS 



$4|996»430 83 



1840.] 
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Summarjf 9/ Staiemeni E. UoBiUtiet and Jtteti, 

AtSITf. 

Bilb diioountod, payible in New York 603,144 76 

BUls dMOounted, payable clwwhere 62,730 66 

Bills difeoanled, whh atocki mm collatml . . . 68,700 

Bills ditoountod under proceit 844,983 10 

Notes reoeiTable 13,913 77 

Loanson stocks 001,830 II 

Bonds receivable 433,505 36 

Real Estate and waterworks 518,873 90 

Manhattan and other stocks 601,838 92 

Treasury notes d.>7,900 

BUIs of city banks 162,443 28 

Specie 41 1,424 15 

Duefrom 197,918 49 

OTerdnifli 95,036 83 

$4,641,131 23 

LIABILITIES. 

Canal Fund 671,694 99 

Trees, of the United Sutes 215,000 82 

*" State of New Yoik 7,005 40 

« «* Ohio 3,129 43 

Dividends and interest unpaid 57,575 43 

Due to banks 330,842 45 

Circulation S8I,3S9 02 

Individual deposites 695,598 86 

Read, Irving dc Co 313,649 16 

Miscellaneous account. 13,510 34 

$2,486,395 89 

Statement X. thovin^ the attendance of the Direetore of 
the Manhattan Company, at the etated meetingo of the 
Boards during the taet ten yeare. Compiled from ex" 
tractofrom the Minutee. 
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Kicse- !■ Oeraiany. 

At Blansko, near Brunn, in Monivia, a German Baron 
has succeeded in bringing to perfection a field of rice— a 
grain which is much valued in Germany. The land where 
the crop was grown, is situated in a cold, mountainous re- 
gion, surrounded by forests. The seed was sown and raised 
entirely in water ; in the fir«t instance in a kind of hot>bed, 
or hot' water; for the water was wanned a little, whenever 
the weather was coU enough to render it necessaxy — and it 
was then transplanted, according to a process practised in 
Hindostan. 



Mr, Maury , the first American Consul at Liverpool whose 
death recently took place at New York, witnessed the first 
importation at Liverpool of American Cotton, and which 
was adzed under an impression that it had been grown in 
India — the British laws not permitting the import of India 
articles save in British bottoms. He lived to see the crop of 
this country reach nearly two millions of bales, and the im- 
port from this country to Great Britain nearly one million 
of bales, and the money market of both countries pretty much 
governed by the trade in this article. — J^Tat. Intelligencer. 



Cotton Goode, — In the Mexican House of Representa- 
tives, on the 25th of Januaxy, a petition was presented from 
the Government of New Leon, asking the passage of a law, 
to allow the introduction of cotton goods, free of duty, by way 
of the custom house at Santa Fe. The communication was 
twice read, and refened to the committee on internal affairs. 



Maple Sugar, — The National Eagle, printed at Clare- 
mont, N. H., says " maple sugar is abundant hereabouts at 
this time, and sells for ntnepence a pound. The weather last 
week was "just the thing" for the sap. We should think a 
much larger quantity of sugar than usual will be made in 
New Hampshire this year. We hope so at least, for the 
article is in demand, and can be so manufactured as to answer 
almost every purpoee of ** the Havana brown." 

A Good Move on the Weotem Jiailroad.^Ai the an- 
nual meeting of the stockholders, held on the 12th insL it 
was voted unanimouMly, to instruct the directors to reduce 
the rates of fare and freight between Boston and Springfield 
one-third. The rates mil be now $3,50 from Boston to 
Springfield, for paawngers, and $3,75 per ton for freight 
Thus inviting to Boston market the trade of the whole Con- 
necticut Valley, by the atrongest inducement, viz. a cheaper 
rate of fare and freight than to any other market for sales or 
for supplies. — Gax, 

JWw York Seamen*M Saving Bank, — There was received 
at this Bank in 1839,fiY>m 1038 depositors, $116,187 60 
Paid to 1023 draft, $115,250 33- Tha assets of the Insti- 
tution on the 1st of January last, were as follows : N. York 
State stocks, $37,394 04; bonds and mortgages, $84,957 09; 
Treasury notes, $14,00; cash on hand,$16,440 80. Total, 
$111,791 88. Interest at the rate of five per cent, per 
annum, was allowed to Uie depositors for the first half of the 
year, and at the rate of six per cent, for the last half. 

Jour, of Commerce, 



Died, on the 18th instant Dr. Joseph Parrisb, one of oar 
most eminent physicians and surgeons, and philanthropie citi« 
zens. His remains were attended to the grave on Friday last, 
by an immense concourse of persons of all ranks ; as well 
as by numerous bodies of which he was a member. Th« 
Medical Society, among other institutions, have passed reso* 
luttons expressive of their sense of the loss which they have 
sustained* and have appointed Dr. Wood to prepare a bio« 
graphical sketdi of the deceased, from which we hope here- 
after to fbmish some paitfealars of the life of this vthiabte 
man. 
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Money, Cotton, Sngar, Tobacco. 

We have received the Bankers Circular of 2l8t and 28th 
February, from which we extract the following views having 
a bearing upon some of the staple articles of our country. 

Bread Stvff$, 

Among the causes still operating on the minds of men of 
boauness to check them from embarking in legitimate com- 
mercial undertakings, one of the most active and general is, 
an apprehension that the Bank of England may again be 
placed in peril by an adverse corn trade, and that this may 
lead to a renewed necessity of distressing merchants and 
traders, to ensure her own safety. It is therefore a primary 
duty to collect accurate information on this subject, and sub- 
mit such conclusions relating to it as extensive and careful 
inquiry and observation enable us to form. We never ha^T 
bad any doubt of the quantity of last year's produce, io- 



<* With respect to the existing slock of com, we aie firmly 
convinced there is a much larger quantity in the hands of 
farmers than there was at the same date in 1839, and espe- 
cially of wheat Indeed, if this grain, instead of being so 
extremely damp, were in a dry workable state, we are of 
opinion there would be found sufficient to meet the demands 
of the people williout foreign supply. There is a much 
smaller quantity of sound com and free foreign in the ware- 
houses of the merchants, but the comparative deBdency is, 
in tlie question of mere qu8ntiiy,so insignificant, when mea 
sured against comparative excess in the hands of the fumer^ 
as not to demand much serious consideration. Uf the fact 
of a great aggregate excess compared with the quantity bdd 
in February 18U9 we have not the slightest doubt. Another 
circumstance worthy of note in considering the probable sop 
ply from last ycar^a produce is the stock of potatoes^ which 
have contributed much to lessen the consumption of floor 
and oatmeal. They are, so far, much less damaged thsn we 
apprehended they would be and are abnndsnt in Scotland 



gather with that which was taken out of bond in the autumn j and alLthc northern, central, and eastern counties of England, 



of 1839, being adequate or nearly adequate to supply the 
wants of the people of this country up to the next harvest. 
We have indeed entertained serious apprehensions of the 
effecta of the unprecedented weather on the stacked com and 
on the potatoes stored away ; and as, when considering this 
subject, so much is dependent on the nature of the weather, 
It may be propor briefly to describe, because it is a matter fit 
to be recorded, the general nature and characteristics of that 
clement of disturbance and distress. 

We believe it to be safe to say that floods have been, during 
the last six months, Xuore frequent and general throughout 
the British Islands than in any other equal period of time for 
upwards of fifty years : but more especially in Ireland and 
the Western counties of Great Britain. In some parts of 
the country they have also risen higher above tiie beds of 
rivers than in any year since 1776 and 1777. The most re- 
markable and distinguishing feature of this time however is 



in many parts they are full forty per cent lower in price than 
in the month of February 1839, which price varies from 2«. 
6J. to At, per cwt when sold retail by the stone in the public 
markets. This time last year they were in the same markets 
double of the present price ; whereas in the west of England 
the exact opposite of this is seen where in the early part of 
1839 potatoes in tliat part of the country were about one- 
third of their present price. In some parts of the west, pota- 
toes stored away are nearly all destroyed by the wet which fell 
previously and subsequently to their being gathered. 

This general sketch may serve — however imperfectly and 
inadequately — to indicate some of the main bearings of this 
extensive and vitally important question. Put into a more 
condensed form we should say ; — 

1 . That the late almost incessant wet season has obstruct- 
ed and deranged the operations of husbandry very essentially 
— giving vigour to the enemies of the husbandman, rank 



the almost unbroken series of wet days from the middle or i weeds and saturated soils ; and has for a time diminished the 
latter part of August to the close of the year. There was chances of obtaining a remunerative and satisfactory produc- 
only one period of seven successive days without rain during tion ; but that this applies principally to land of a cloddy 
the five months which terminated with the month of January, tenacious substance, and is in part compensated for by an im- 
and that was during the frost which prevailed in that month proved productive power given by the wet to all light soils, 
in the south of England ; that frost and its accompanying | having chalk or flint or gravel and partially lime-stone, for 
comparative dryness had only a limited range, for while the i their substrata. Nothing can be more promising and satis- 
people of London were skating on the ice, rain was falling ! factory than the appearance of the young growing wheat, 
in Scotland and Ireland. With this exception the most care- ! either as to the plants or the breadth of sur&ce covered with 
ful observer could not have noted three successive days with- ' them', in most of the southern, south-midland, and eastern 
out rain during the aforesaid period of five months, and rarely , counties of Eni^land. The same description would also ap- 
two. Arago, the French philosopher, predicted a deluge of ply to some of the eastern counties of Scotland, 
rain in the latter part of the year 1839, and we believe there ' 2. That the quantity of com — more especially wheat — 
is no instance within the memory of man of so much having ! now to be brought forward from the hands of the farmers of 
fallen. J Great Britain, is largely in excess as to mere bulk, of that 

** A fortnight since we were of opinion that not more than . which they held at the same date in 1839, that in Ireland 
three parts out of four of the wheat land of Great Britain ' also there is an excess, but not of the same comparative mag- 
iiad been sown, and that if dry weather did not speedily \ nitude. 

come, the remaining fourth part could not be prepared in > 3. That the stock of wheat and flour in the hands of mer- 
'time. In this important matter the last ten days have wrought ' chants, badgers or middle men, bakers, starch-makers. &c., is 
an extraordinary change in the more northern parts of the ' in the aggregate unusually small, and especially of the finer 
Island. On the 10th day of February we counted between | and more marketable qualities; but that this deficiency is as 
Newcastle and Berwick-on-'Tweed in one field of strong land, | to mere quantity incomparably less than the comparative sur- 
nine ploughs at work, in another eight, and in several four ! plus in the hands of the growers of corn. There never has 
and five. The same activity is manifest along the whole line i been within our memory — at least for above twenty yean — 
of road to Edinburgh as well as iit all the northern counties j so great a scarcity of good sound wheat at this time of the 



of England. And there is a growing opinion among intel 
Jigent farmers that wheat sowed in February is as likely to 
yield an abundant crop as that put into the ground before 
the winter. We are acquainted with very intelligent experi- 
mentalising farmers who have, in several successive years, 
sowed the same kind of wheat in every month from %}ptem- 



year, as there is now generally in all the northern and west- 
ern parts of the kingdom.^ 

4. That there is a large section of this country, including 
the whole of Wales and the Western counties of England, 
— all parts lying westward of a line drawn on the map from 
the town of Manchester to Pode in Dorsetshire, to which 



her to March, and uniformly with the result that that put into must be added North Lancashire, Cumberland, and the west 
the ground in February yielded the largest produce. And this i of Scotland — where the harvest was so bad, and the com 
had established a conviction in their minds that the first dawn ' gathered and stored in such a damp condition, that all dealers 
of spring was the best possible season for wheat .sowing." | and consumera are constrained to seek new and distant 
" The high drying winds which have prevailed this week and  sources for their supplies. In proof of which the course of 
the precediug have aaiazin5ly facilitated the operations of the corn trade from the town of Reading in Berkshire, within 
husbandry, and have contributed much to remove one's ap- for^ miles of London, having an advantageous communi* 
prehension concerning the next harvest cation by cheap water-carriage with the metropolis, is all 
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westward, instead of being eastward, as it would be in a 
astiuml state of thingSi 

6. That the deficiency in that section of the country has 
given to all dealers, merchants, and manufacturing consumers 
living westward of the aforesaid line, an impression of abso- 
ittte insufficiency of supply ; they appearing to us to forget 
or not to know, that an excess of one*fifth on all the other 
wheat-growing land of the country would be far more than 
an exact compensation for all the vvhe^^roduccd within that 
section. We mean, assuming on impossibility, that if there 
were an abundant crop of wheat on all those other wheat- 
producing soils, and every distinct grain produced within that 
section were utterly destroyed, without being converted into 
human food, there still might be an average produce of wheat 
nearly adequate to the supply of the wants of the people. 
And we endeavour to place this matter in a forcible and 
somewhat startling point of view, because it appears to us 
that the want of giving to it due consideration has recently 
led, and may again lead, to marvellous errors of judgment. 

6. That Ireland presents a case of considerable difficulty 
in considering the question of the corn-trade. That country 
may be said to have lost two seasons in sending her cus- 
tomary supplies to Great Britain, and the produce of 1S39 
is so bad and was put together in so dan^ a state, as almost 
to preclude the possibility of obtaining advances upon it from 
the English factors; but that still when dried, cither by 
droughty weather or the kiln, it will be brought forward for 
consumption ; and the quantity in the aggregate will not, 
we believe, be found to be less than that produced in the 
year 1838. In the mean time good wheat will be taken from 
England for mixing with bad in Ireland, and for food by 
itself, for those classes of the people who can command the 
best. 

We wish rather to present these points for the considera- 
tion of those who are most able to deal with them, rather 
than deduce from them any very decided opinion of our ov^'n ; 
they constitute the essential elements of the case. They, 
however, to onr apprehension, exhibit a foundation of se- 
curity, regarding this question of unequalled national solici- 
tude, which cannot, when fiurly and dispassionately examin- 
ed, lead to despondency, or gloomy apprehensions for the 
future. We are perfectly satisfied of there being a suffici- 
ency of human food now in this kingdom up to the barrier 
or dividing point in the question, viz. the bearing which the 
prospects af the next harvest may have upon it ; at present 
we consider all speculations which have reference to a state 
of things beyond that barrier exceedingly unsafe, wanting a 
■olid foundation ; and, if they should lead to extensive in- 
vestments of money in com for sale subsequent to the month 
of May or June, unusually hazardous. We must wait for 
the evidence of facts until we could venture to deal, even in 
discussion, with a stale of trade which is in great measure, 
indeed almost entirely, dependent on the nature of the 
coming season. 

It may, however, be expected from a quarter where great 
pains are taken to collect and concentrate the best informa- 
tion on the subject, that some more definite opinion of the 
future should bo given, especially as there is no pecuniary 
interest whatever to sway the judgment And therefore 
adopting the same phraseology as we used in our statement 
of the 2d of last August, which we now look back upon 
with satisfaction for its substantial fidelity and summing-up, 
we venture to say, 

1. That with weadier decidedly auspicious for the hus- 
bandman from this date to the close of harvest we should 
want no foreign com, except for the purpose of mixing with 
die unsonnd corn of domestic growth ; and the quantity to 
be taken oat of bond to meet this exigency, would be very 
considerably under one million of quarters. 

3. That with weather in the next degree inferior to that 
just assumed, viz. with seasons genial, productive, moist, 
and dry, according to what experience has taught us to set 
down as an average, but not decidedly auspicious for the 
entire term, there would not in that case be more than a mil- 
lion of qoartors ta'.:en out of bond— the existing com law 
remaining In foice. 



On Friday nij^ht, the 2 let of February, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer in his place in the House of Commons gave 
notice that he should on Thursday, the 5lh oP March, move 
for the oppoinlmenl of** A Select Committee to inquire into 
the effects produrrd on the circulation by the various banking 
establishments issuing notes payable on demand." 

Snjar — Cotton — 'I obacco — Siik, 

An extremely important discussion relating to the above 
subject took place in the House of < 'ommons on Tuesday 
evening, which was brought on by Sir R. Jenkins, the Chair* 
man of the Directors of the East India Company. Thtf 
Hon. Baronet moved certain resohitions, intended, if assented 
to, as the basis of a legislative measure which would place the 
produce of our Indian possessions on a level with that of any 
of the most favoured colonies of the British Crown ; and it in* 
eluded one which went to remove the protection at present 
afibrded to the Silk and Cotton manufactures of England 
against those of India, by proposing tliat the same rate of 
duty levied on all fabrics made from those materials, and 
mamifactured in either country, should be paid on entry at 
the English custom-houses and the Indian presidencies. 

We now insert the resolutions at length, because, although 
not many of them can now be carried, it may be useful to 
have them to refer to, in the event of any future agitation of 
the same subject in ParliamenL 

" 1. That, with a view to cany out the intention of the 
Legislature, that sugar from the East Indion possessions 
should be admitted on equal terms with sugar from other 
settlements, it is the opinion of this house that, on the pro- 
hibition of the importation of sugar into ports in India by 
the local government, the importation of sugar into this 
country from the ports of India, at an equal rate of duty, 
ought to be permitted. 

" 2. That spirits, being the produce of British possessions, 
are in no case, except that of India, subject to a higher rate 
of duty than 9f. per gallon, the duty on spirits from India 
being 15». per gallon : that it is the opinion of this house that 
the duties on spirits from all British possessions should be 
equalized. 

** 3. That tobacco, the produce of British possessions in 
America, being subject to a duty of only Sf. 9d. per pound, 
while that of India pays 3^., it is the opinion of this house 
that the duty should be equalized. 

" 4. That, while cotton and silk piece-goods from the 
United Kingdom are admitted i^t the principal ports of India 
at an oil valorem duty of 3 j to 7 per cent, similar goods 
from India are subjected to duties of 10 and 20 per cent, ft 
is therefore the opinion of thisjiouse that the duties on cotton 
and silk goods imported from India should be subject only to 
such duties as are payable on the same description of goods 
shipped from this country to India. 

" 5. That, with a view to the encouragement of the cuiti* 
vation of the tea-plant in British India, it is the opinion of 
thiJi house that the duty levied on tea, the produce of British 
India, should be lower than that on tea imported from China. 

** 6. That it is the opinion of this house that all inequafr 
tics existing in any of the colonial possessions of her Majesty 
in the amount of duty levied on goods the produce of the 
United Kingdom, and those the produce of India, ought to 
be removed. 

^ 7. Ttihty under the construction of the term * British 
possessions,' the produce of many parts of India, subject to 
the authority of the British Government, is charged with 
rates of duties applicable to the produce of foreign countries. 
That it is the opinion of this house, that the whole of tha 
territories of British India should receive the benefit of the 
term for commercial purposes. 

'* 8. That those provisions of the existing laws of England 
which exclude seamen, natives of the territories of India sub* 
ject to the British Government, from the privilege of being 
considered British seamen, while that privilege is extended 
to natives of other British possessions, operate prejudicially 
to a class of persons entitled to the protection of Parliament; 
and that it is the opinion of this house, that the law in thia 
respect oug ht to be amended." 
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Mr. Hogg in seconding the motion made the following 
Bt8:ement relating to the trade in cotton. 

** Whole cotton-growing districti were lying waste owing 
to the compedtion of the English manufacturerB, and the 
powerful agency of steam, which enabled persons to import 
cotton into England, spin it, export it to India in a manuifac- 
tured state, and sell it there at a lower rate than the manu- 
facturerB there could supply it for. In this article the exports 
from England to India had increased from £109,407 in 1814, 
to within a few pounds of two roUlions and a half sterling in 
1838, while the imports of cotton pieces from India into this 
country had decreased from £1,460,000 in 16.6, to £108,- 
000 in 1838, [bear, hear, hear.] In the article of India 
grown tea, loo, that empire was fairly entitled to protection 
at the hands of Parliament.*' 

Mr. Labouchere, President of the Board of Trade, took 
the resolutions and dealt with them according to their order. 
Respecting sugar, he made (he following statement : 

** He was very glad to find that the honourable gentleman 
opposite was satisfied with the measures of lb36. That 
measure had been roost beneficial in its efiects, both upon 
sugar and upon coffee. The following was a statement of 
the quantities of raw sugar, the produce of the British West 
India colonies, and of the British possessions in India, im- 
ported and entered for consumption in the United Kingdom 
in each year from 1832, to 1839 : 





West Indies. 


India. 


Years. 


Exclusive ofthe Mauritius, 




Imported. 


Entered for 


Imported. (Entered for 






Consump. 




Consump. 
Cwts. 




Cwts. 


CwU. 


Cwts, 


1632 


3,773,460 


3,824,264 


88,238 


79,696 


1833 


3,646,204 


3,469,642 


120,625 


98,282 


1834 


3.843,976 


3,748,934 


77,230 


121,481 


1835 


3,524,209 


3,774,821 


107,100 


98,722 


1836 


3,601,791 


3,296,641 


155,960 


110,257 


1837 


3,306,408 


3,56>,778 


297,923 


270,078 


1838 


3,520,675 


3,369,044 


443,353 


418,726 


1839 


3,822,872 


2,790,294 


460,344 


478,010 



Respecting tobacco the right honourable gentleman also 
Hid: 

** The honourable gentleman complained that with regard 
to tobacco the trade of the East and West Indies was not 
on the same footing. It was undoubtedly true that the duty 
on tobacco from India was three shillings, and from the 
West Indies and the British possessions in North America 
two shillings and ninepence. Some years ago the reduction 
had been made in favour of the latter countries, but it had 
vemained a dead letter. The whole amount imported from 
these countries was so inconsiderable, that the law which 
made the reduction might be considered inoperative. He 
would read to the house the amount ofthe manufacture] to- 
baoco from the British plantations in America within the 
last few years : 

lbs. manufactured. Unmanufactured. 
In 1832 15 26,156 

1833 41 11,001 

1834 47 7,926 
1836 1,523 8,928 
1886 1,316 13,866 

In 1837 the whole quantity of manufactured tobacco import" 
ed waa 214 Ibs^ in 1838, 26 lbs,; nnd in 1639, not one sin- 
gle pound of tobacco, manufiictured or unmanofiictured. He 
mentioned these fiicts, for the sake of showing that while 
tiwrs appeared to be liivour shown in this matter to other 
oolonies over India, there was practically none. On the other 
hand, it was the case— and he was glad that it was so-^that 
they were importing a continually increasing quantity of to- 
hftooo from India. When he was asked whether the gov- 
•ninent should at once pledge itself to allow all tobacco 
pom the East Indian empire into England at the reduction 



duty of St. 9d,, he must beg leave to point out the Import 
tance of the financial questions invcrfved in such an amui8»- 
ment" 

Money market in England. 

The following notice was issued on Thimday at the 
Bank :— 

" The Governor and Company of the Bank of England 
do hereby give noti^ that they are ready to recave applica- 
tions for loans upon the deposit -of bills of exchange not 
having more than six months to run, exchequer bills, and 
East India bonds, sucb loans to be repaid on or before the 
24th of April next, with interest at the rale of 6 per cent 
per annum, and to be for sums of not less than £2000 each.'* 
Money has been, on the stock exchange, exceedingly 
scarce this week, and its value there has lieen as high as at 
any time during the late severe pressure for it; we under- 
stand that for a day or two, more than ten per cent, — it is 
said above fifteen per cent— could be obtained for temponuy 
loans. It does not appear to us unaccountable that sudi an 
efiect should be exhibited so soon ader the relief from extreme 
apprehension had been felt by the Bank Directors, for having 
— prudently and commendably as we think— reduced the 
rate of interest to five per cent sooner than some intelligent 
persons thought they were safe in doing, they would for a 
time naturally be extremely guarded against letting money 
out again so freely as to nXse an expectation of increasing 
I abundance, which might produce to them all the evil oonae- 
' quences of stimulation. We always apprehended that short 
I and sudden changes would occur, before the period of relief 
from tcmporaiy loans would be so near at hand from the pe- 
riodically recurring advandng-time. And the fact of their 
not so occurring, appeaiv to us to demonstrate the foresight 
and prudence ofthe Directors in lowering the rate of interest 
to five per cent, at the time they did. There is no large 
amount of money in circulation, and the cheapness in the 
discount market is to be ascribed more to the diminution of 
demand for it for strictly mercantile uses, than to fullness or 
abundance in the supply. The lowered and restricted amount 
available is subject to some unusual demands, and the large 
sums wanted lor the numerous railways now in progress, is 
one of the most important; the foreign corn trade will pro- 
bably absorb from two to three millions sterlmg ; the naval 
and military preparations on the continent as well as in Eng- 
land must also cause an additional demand. To these cir- 
cumstances, and more especially to railway exigencies and 
the com trade, we attribute the tightness of money which 
has been so manifest on the stock exchange. That market 
is more liable to sudden changes in the value of money than 
the discount oflices. 

It was not to be expected that such a convulsion as that 
of 1639, which shook the commercial world to its centre, 
which .caused Banks to fall and break to atoms which had 
previously commanded universal credit in all parts of the 
glolie, and caused others, whose stability had become prover- 
bial, to seek support from falling and breaking, by leaning' on 
inferior Banks in more firm and better protected position»»- 
it was not to be expected, we say, that the efiects of a shock 
of this nature should speedily pass over without exhibiting 
sudden and fitful changes in those passages of time when its 
violent action was subsiding, and a fair pro^iect of recovery 
from danger was presented to th* sufiering people. Then 
is nothing more than thb in the great rise of interest which 
was maintained on the stock exchange during portions of 
the two days of Wednesday and Thursday. The leading 
bill-brokers give no more than four per cent for money de- 
posited with them for employment ; and are not likely to ad- 
vance beyond that rate, while they can borrow any sum of 
the Bank at five per cent and pay it back at their conveni- 
ence. It is believed by mm of the greatest experience that 
a sum smaller than £530,000 would convert a tight market 
into an easy one. 

Exchange on Pari6--d days, 25.27^ a 25,33^— At 3 
months, 25.65 a 25.57^. On New Yoric, 107} a 108.— 
Philadelphia, nothing done. Price of gold in bam is £Z 1 79m 
9d, per ounce. Silver in bars. 6«. V^tl. per ounot. 
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Iron In miMieurl. 

ProfcMor Hall in • note appended to an interesting work 
on Geology, translated from the Gennan, giyes the following 
account of the Iron Mines in Missouri. 

" Neither the mountains of Russia, nor those of any por- 
tion of the eastern hemisphere, surpass, nor it is to be beUev- 
ed, do they equal, in quantity, or in the richness of their ores, 
the iron mountains of MisAOuri. These are situated forty 
miles west of the Mississippi river, ninety south of 8t Louis, 
and but twelve or fourteen miles from the famous La Motle 
lead mines. They have been, for a number of years, the 
chief object of attraction for all scientific travellers in the 



Nortli-Basterii Bonnda.ry. 

The following conespondence between the Secretary of 
state and the British Minister, in relation to the Boundsry 
Question, was communicated to Congress on Monday last. 



Mr, Fortyth to Mr, Fox. 



DCPARTMKKT OF StATK, 

Washington, March 6, 1610 



i 



By the directions of the President, the undersigned, Sec- 
retary of State of the United States, communicaties to Mr. 
Fox, Envoy Extraordinary and Muiister Plenipotentiary of 
western 'states. We paid them a visit in 1837. From the I Great Britain, the enclosed copy of a report made to the 

' - • ' » i?t- ._.- •_ Qovemor of the State of Maine, by the agent commis^ioned 

on the part of the authorities of that state, to ascertain the 
precise character and extent of the occupation of partH of the 
disputed territory by troops of her Britannic Majesty, and of 
the buildings and other public works constructed for their use 
and accommodation. 

By that report, and the three depositions which tlie undcr^ 
signed informally communicated to Mr. Fox a few days since, 
he will perceive that there must be some extraordinary mis- 
apprehension on his part of the facts in relation to the occu- 
pation by British troops of portions of tlie disputeil tenitory. 
The statements contained in these documents, and that given 
by* Mr. Fox, in his note of the 20th of January Ia»t, exhibit 
a striking discrepancy as to the number of troops now in the 
territory, as compared with those who were in it when the 
arrangement between Governor Fairfield and Lieutenant Go- 
vernor Harvey was agreed upon ; also as to tha present and 
former state of the buildings there. The extensive accommo- 
dations prepared and preparing, at an old at new stations, the 
works finished, and in the course of construction, on the land 
and on the water, are not in harmony with the assurance that 
the only object is the preser\'ation of a few unimportant build- 
ings and store-houses for the temporary protection of the 
number of troops her Majesty's ordinary cervice <9m require 
to pass on the road from New Brunswick to Canada. 

The undersigned will abstain from any icmarks upon these 
contradictory statements, until Mr. Fox shall have had an op- 
portunity to obtain the means of fully cxplsining them. How 
essential it is, thai this should be promptly done, and that 
the steps necessary to a faithful observance on the part of her 
Majesty's colonial authorities of the existing agreements be- 
tween the two Governments should be immediately taken, 
Mr. Fox cannot fail fully to understand. 

The undcrsigued avails himself of the occasion to renew 
to Mr. Fox assurances of high consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 



manuscript note made on that occasion we take liberty to m- 
aert such quotations as we may deem appropriate." 

'* The most northern has usually been denominated The 
Iron Mountain. It is composed almost entirely of the mi- 
caceous and the specular oxides of iron, in masses varying 
in bulk from a pigeon's egg to a middling sized church, thrown 
together, one on another, and constituting a tolerably regular 
cone, whose Imsc covers an area of three or four hundred 
acres, and whose axis is at least four hundred feet in length. 
The ore is loose. No diggi* g, no blasting is required. Thou- 
aands of tons might be removed without the use of drill, 
hammer, wedge, or crow-bar. The larger masses, before they 
can go to the furnace, nmst be broken to pieces. It is a hill 
rather than a mountain, from who^ summit nothing meets 
your eye, in any direction, but an unbroken native wilder- 
ness. The assent is gradual. You can travel over the whole 
of it on horseback. In moving over it, however, you will be 
astonished, on looking down, to find beneath your feet no 
soil, no earth, nothing but an inunense accumulation of blocks 
and fragmenti of iron, yielding from sixty to eighty-five per 
cent, of the pure metnL The quantity ! — Who can estimate 
it 7 What is its depth below the surface 1 How came it herel 
These are a l>one for theory-framers to pick. Volcanic fire, 
we have little doubt, had the chief agency in generating this 
strange phenomenon. Its efiects, as we think, are vis;ble both 
in the mountain itself and in the country around it ; in the 
shattered ore, in many po^JUS, half vitr^rd stones ; in the 
broken, ash-colourcd rocks, whose fragments w6 cannot dis^ 
tinguish fitim the ancient lava which is now before us, and 
which we picked up among the Apennines of Italy. But it 
is not our business to theorize. ' AAer satisfying ourselves 
with gazing at this wonder of Nature producing, and in ex- 
amining the plat of a magnificent city, called Missouri city, 
marked out among the trees on a plain at the foot of the 
mountain — a city which exists, as yet, only in the imagina- 
tion of its projector, for there is but a single small, one-story 
boose on the ground — ^we moved off southward to inspect 
the other mountain, the Pilot Knob, which is six or seven 
miles distant This, too, we found to be in the form of a cone, 
but regular and rugged, particularly near the summit Its 
base is broader, extei^ng over a greater number of acres. 

** The same materials which compose the iron mountain are 
found here, and, in addition to these, a vast quantity of the 
£a oxide rogue of Brongniart or the red oxide of iron, simi- 
lar in appearance to that which occun in several townships 
in the northern part of the state of New York. The amount 
of iron here is greater than at the iron Mountain. No fur- 
naces are yet ernted in its neighbourhood. They will ap- 
pear abortly. These astonishing aoeumulattona of an ore 
the richest in itself which earth givea to man—- more valuable, 
Ultrinsically, than gold or diamond*— >will not, we are per- 
cmded, much longer be suffered to remain here undisturbed 
and useless. But generation after generation will pass away 
belbre the immeaae amount of ore will be materially di- 
mioisbed.' These mountains do not contain all the iron-ore 
vriiich this favonred atate poaaeases, nor, it is suppoaedy the 
moiety. Indeed, we do not believe we need finur the duige 
of having exaggerated, ahould we aaseit that the single state 
of Missouri has within her limits a sufficiency of iron, were 
it brought into the markets, to supply the demand for the ar- 
ticle thnmghout the vmst west, throngfaout the whole Union, 
throughout the entire continent for centuriai to oone.' " 



Mr, Fox to Mr, Foraifth, 

Wasiiirotoit, March 7, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty's Envoy Extra* 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, has the honour to ao* 
knowledge the receipt of the official note of yesterday's date, 
addressed to him by Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of State of the 
United States, to which is annexed the copy of a report from 
Mr. Benjamin Wtggin, an agent employed by the State of 
Maine to visit the British military post at Lake Tomisoouta ; 
and in which rtlerenee is made to other papera upon the same 
subject, which were informally communicated to the under- 
signed by Mr. Fonrth a few daya before ; and the attention 
of the undersigned is called by Mi. Forsyth to diflerent points 
upon which ^ infiinnation contained in the said papen is 
conaideffed to be materially at variance with that which waa 
conveyed to the United States Government by the undei^ 
signed in hia'offidal note of the 26th of last January. 

The undersigned had already been made acquainted, by 
the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, with the diw 
cumatance of Mr. Wiggm's viiit to the military post at Lake 
Temisooula, where the officer in command very properly fur> 
niahcd to Mr. Wiggin tho requisite information upon all mat^ 
ten connected with the British station, which he appeared 
dewouB to inquhne about 
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The alleged puin's of vari^nco, after deciuctilig what is 
fanciful and conjcctuial in the reports now produced, and 
afler comparing what is (here f;tated in contradiction to other 
reports Iwfore produced from the same quarters, do not appear 
to the undersigned to be by any means so material as they seem 
to have been considered by the Government of the United 
Btatcfl. The Britisli military detachment t^tationed at Lake 
Temiscouta, which the agents employed by the State of Maine 
had, in the first instance, with singular exaggeration, repre- 
sented as amounting to two regiments, is now discovered b}' 
the same parties to amount to 175 men, which, instead of two 
regiments, is Fomctliing less than two companies:. It is in- 
deed true, should such a point be considered worth discussing, 
th(tt the un(t&lrdigried might have used a more technically cor- 
rect expression in his note of the 26th of January, if he had 
stated the detachment in question to consist of from one to 
two companies, instead of stating it to consist of one company. 
But a detachment of her Majesty's troops has been sta- 
tioned at the Lake Temiscouta, from lime to time, ever since 
the winter of 1837 and '38, when the necessity arose from 
marching reinforcements by that route from New Brunswick 
to Canada ; and it will be remembered that a temporal^ right 
of using that route for the same purpose, was expressly re- 
served to Great Britain in the provisional agreement enter- 
ed into at the commencement of last year. 

It U not therefore true that the stationing a military force 
at the lake Temiscouta is a new measure on the part of her 
Majesty's authorities. Neither Ls it true that that measure 
has been adopted for other purposes than to maintain the se- 
curity of the cu!»toinary line of communication, and to pro- 
tect the buildings, stores, and accommodations provided for 
the use of her Majesty's troops when on a march by that 
route; and it was with a view to correct misappix'hcnsions 
which appeared to exist upon these points, and thus to do 
away with one needless occasion of dispute, that the under- 
signed conveyed to the United States Government the infor- 
mation contained in his note of the 26ih of January. 

With regard again to the construction of harracks and 
other buildings, and the preserving them in an efficient state 
of repair and defence, a similar degree of error and misappre- 
hension appears still to prevail in the minds of the American 
authorities. 

The erection of those buildings within the portion of the 
disputed territory now referred to, for the shelter of her Ma- 
jesty's troops while on their march, and for the safe lodgment 
of the stores, is no new act on the part of her Majesty's au- 
thorities. The buildings in question have been in the course 
of construction from' a period antecedent to the provisional 
agreements of last year, and they are now maintained and 
occupied along the line of march, with a view to the same 
objects above specified, for which the small detachments of 
troops also referred to, are in like manner there stationed. 

The undersigned will not refrain from here remarking upon 
one point of comparison exhibited in the present controversy. 
It is admitted by the United States authorities that the armed 
banda stationed by the Government of Maine in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Aroostook river, have fortified those stations 
with artillery ; and it is now objected as a matter of com- 
plaint against the British authorities, with reference to die 
buiUings at Lake Temiscouta, not that these buildings are 
furnished with artilloiy, but only that they are defended by 
palisades capable of resisting artillery. It would be difficult 
lo adduce stronger evidence of the acts on the one side being 
those <^ aggression, and on the other of defence. 

The fact, shortly, is, and this is the essential point of the 
argument, that her Majesty's authorities hvre not as yet al- 
tered their state of preparation, or strengthened their militaiy 
means within the disputed territory, with a view to setthng 
the question of the boundary, although tbe attitude assumed 
by the State of Maine with reference to that question, would 
be a olear justification of such meaauRs; and it is much to 
be appr^ended that the adoption of such measures will 
sooner or later become indispensable, if (he people of Maine 
be not compelled to desist from the extensive system of armed 
aggression whicli they are continuing to carry on in other 
])arts of the same disputed territorr. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occaston to 



to the Secretary of Stale of the United States the se^urance 
of his distinguished consideration. H. 8. FOX. 

The following is the report of the Agent of the State of 
Maine, referred to in Mr. Forsyth's letter. 

I To his Excellency Jobs FAinFiEi.n, 

Governor of Maine. 

The undersigned has the honour to report that, in accor- 
dance with your commission of the 6th inst , he proceeded 
immediately to the Sl John's river, Temiscouta lake, &c. 
and ascertained by actual observation the following facts: 

That twenty-two miles below the mouth of Fish river, on 
the south side of tlie St. John, and nearly opposite the Mada- 
waska river, a house has been fitted up for barracks, and is 
rented by the British Government for that purpose, though 
no troops are there at present It is built of hewn timber, 
two stories high, about sixty feet long and thirty wide. It 
has hunks prepared for over one hundred men. It is now 
in charge of one man only. From thence he followed up 
the Madawaska river, observing the tow path on its east 
bank, which has been made and repaired by the English 
Government, under contracts given out by James A. Mc 
Lau^hlan, Esq., of New Brunswick, the gentleman who has 
heretofore assumed to act as M'arden of the disputed territo- 
ry. This work was accomplished the past season ; the lenjzth 
corr.^sponds with that of the east side of llie Madawaska riv- 
er, which is about twenty-six miles long. 

Two miles and a half below the foot of the Temiscouta 
lake, on the west bank of tlie l^fadawaska river, the Engli^ 
erected, early last summer, a barrack, about eighty feet long 
and thirty wide, and two small out buildings. At this po$t, 
there are now stationed one sergeant, one corporal, and fi«e 
private soldiers of company No. 3, 1 1 th regiment in the Eng- 
lish scn'ice, where they have been since about the firt4 of 
January last. 

Near this point commences a road, connecting it with the 
English works next described, built the past season under 
contracts given out by said McLaughlin, for the distance of 
sixteen miles, ten of which are fully completed, and the rt- 
maining six nearly. That fifteen miles from the foot of 
Temi^outa lake, on its west side, the English have erected 
eight buildings as barracks for soldiers, officers' quarters, a 
hospital, a magazine, a store-house, and a commissary's house, 
all nf which are surrounded by ditches, breastworks, and 
stockades on three sides ; the fourth is not fully completed. 
An accurate plan of all tliese worlds accompanies this report, 
and is here particularly referred to. 

From Major Chambri, the commander at this fort, who 
was first informed of the object and cause of the inquiries, 
and from his officers, the following facts were ascertained. — 
That he was there stationed by the Government of the Cana- 
das, under his command, one company of grenadier soldiers, 
numbering about eighty-five men, of the 1 Itfa regiment, and 
one light company, the third of the same regiment, number- 
ing about ninety men, in all one hundred and seventy-five, 
not including officers commissioned, or servants. The names 
of the officers are Major Chambri, Capt WalHngton, Lieuts. 
BioBs and Gould, and Ensign Tolun. That Uie banac&s 
were commenced last spring, and were stationed here in June 
last, comprising a sergeant, corporal, and ten men of S4th 
regiment ; and in November following, said company of gnni- 
adiers were ordered to take their place, and that about the 
first of January last they were reinforeed by said third com- 
pany. That the road from these barracks to the river I>fiB 
Loup, has been made and repaired the past season, distance 
about thirty-six miles. 

In addition, the undenigned ascertained that tin bglisk 
have built, at Ijake Temiscouta, a number of lai^ge llal4Nit- 
tom boats, and also keel boats, each of wbkh win scrre lo 
cany fifty men, and the flat-botUNn boats would tnmspoft, 
safely, bnvy ordnance. — Outside the de fences the EnglHh 
have a boat and store-house. 

The works at this fert are calculated to be a bukb defence 
against artiUeiy and light'ar.ns, as will more frilly appear from 
plan annexed. All of which is most respectfiilly submitted, 

BENJAMIN WIGOIN. 
Auguatu, Me. Feb. 27, 1840. 
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Operallons of tbe Mint of the United 

States, 1939. 

MlHT OF TUB U«lTEn StATES, 

Philathlphia, January 30, 1840. 

Sir : In compliance witb tUo law, which requires th»t "in 
the month of January of every year the director shall make 
report to the President of the United States of the operations 
of the mint and its branches for the year preceding," I have 
the honour to submit to you the following statements : 

The coinage executed at this mint, in 1839, amounted to 
$3,021,170 1 1, comprising §1,040,747 50 in gold, $1,949^ 
136 in silver, and $3I,'286 61 in coppec, and composed of 
9,26 ),345 pieces. (Statement A.) 

The deposits of gold within the year amounted to $1,- 
042,500, of which 1 138,500 was derived from the mines of 
the United Statei^ (StatcmcnU B and C.) 

The deposits of silver amounted to $1,851,500, and con- 
slated principally of Mexican dollars. (Statement £.) 

At the close of the year, the public funds in our vaults, 
under the laws authorizing deposits with the mint for the 
purchase of metals for coinage, and for securing prompt pay- 
ments to depositors, amounted to $516,697 04 in gold and 
silver. The amount withdrawn during tho year, on Trea- 
sury draflsy was $648,730 58, and the amount added 
#33.000. 

The coinage at the New Orleans branch mint, up to the 
17th of August, when operations were suspended, amounted 
to $227,160 in silver, composed of 2,401,600 pieces of coin. 
(Statement D.) 

The deposits for coinage during the same period amount- 
ed to $85,159 in gold, and $173,901 in silver. (Statement 
F.) 

I have to regret that, aAer keeping back this annual report 
to the last day allowed by the law, in the expectation of ob- 
taining from the New Orleans mint the Information neces- 
sary to enable me to include its operations to the close of the 
year, this information has not been received ; and that my 
report, so far as it regards this branch, is, therefore, necessa- 
rily incomplete. I may state, however, that the amount of 
deposites and coinage thus left unreported must be incon- 
siderable.* 

The efficiency of this branch of the mint has been greatly 
reduced during the year by causes which are deeply to be 
deplored. First, dimgreemcnts arose among the officers, 
which ended in mutual denunciations, and rendered an in- 
vestigation necessary as to the characten of those implicated 
and Uie state of the institution generally. The task was 
eommitted to the United States District Attorney at New 
Orleans, and was executed witlt ability and impartiality. 
The result showed that, although there was no reason for 
suspecting the integrity of any of the officers, the condition 
of things at the mint was such as to require painful mea- 
maxm of reform, which the Government did not hesitate to 
apply. Scarcely was this investigation ended, before the 
latal epidemic, to whieh New Orleans is subject, made its ap- 
pearanoe at the mint, and rendered an entire suspension of 
Its operations absolutely necessaiy. The melter and refiner, 
and the coiner, both officera of great merityfell at their posts, 
▼icttms to the disease ; and four of the workmen also lost 
their fives, while scarcely <me esc^icd witliout an attack. 



Under these circumstances, it cannot bo a matter of surprise 
tliat so Utile has yet been accomplished at the New Orleans 
mint. The prospects for the future, however, are more cheer- 
ing. The institution has now an able corps of officera, all of 
whom are acclimated, as are also nearly all the workmen. 
Thdre is reason, therefore, to believe that the operations of the 
mint may go on without further interruption, and that the 
just expectations of the public with regard to it may be no 
longer disappointed. 

The branch mint at Charlotte received, during the year, 
deposits of gold to the value of $126,836. The amount of 
its coinage was $ 1 62,767 50, composed of 23,467 half-eagles, 
and 18,173 quarter-eagles. (Statements D and F.) 

The branch mint at Dahloncga received, during the year, 
deposits of gold to the value of $1 13,035 ; and its coinage 
amounted to $128,880, composed of 18,939 half-eagles, and 
13,674 quarter-eagles. (Statements D and F.^ 

These two mints, establiiihed for the exclusive coinage of 
gold, are in a very satisfactory conditiun, and arc fully able 
to execute much more work than has yet been required of 
them. 

In my last annual report, I took the liberty of calling your 
attention to the fact that the law of June 26, 1834, gave too 
high a valuation to foreign gold coins, so as to lead the com- 
munity into error with regard to tliem, and to prevent, in a 
great measure, their recoinage. As the capacity of the mint 
and its branches is now abundantly sufficient for all the gold 
coinage necessary for the metallic circulation of the country, 
the reasons which led to the act making foreign gold coins a 
legal tender are presumed to be removed ; and as, moreover, 
the conditions of this tender are certainly erroneous, I would 
again express my hope that the attention of Congress may 
be directed to the subject, and would respectfully recommend 
that the act in question be repealed. 

I have tlie honor to be sir, with great respect, your £uthfal 
servant, 

R. M. PATTERSON, 

Director of the Mint. 

To the PnisiDEHT of the United States. 









* See subsequent report, page 313, 
Vol, II. —27 
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OPERATIONS OF THE UNITBD STATES MINT. 



[AFmix, 



STATEMENT A, CONTINUED. 



Denominations. 


Value. 


Whole valae. 


Gold. 
Baffles 


$382,480 00 

590,715 00 

67,552 50 


$1,040,747 50 

1,949,136 00 
31,286 61 


Half easles 


Quarter eagles 

Silver, 
Dollars 


300 00 

1,667,280 50 

122,786 50 

105,311 50 

53,457 50 


Half dollars 


-Quarter dollars 

Dimes 


Half dimes ....•••..> 


Copper,. 
Cents 






$3,021,170 11 



B. 

Statement of depotitt of gold^for coinage, at the J^ni of 
the United Statei, Philadelphia, in the year 1839. 

The deposits of gold, for coinage, amounted to $1,043,500 

Of which, was received from the United 
States, viz: 

Virginia $57,600 

North CaroUna 53,500 

South Carolina 6,300 

Georgia 20,300 

Alabama 500 

Tennessee 300 

$138,500 

Coins of the United States, old stand- 
ard 7,000 

Foreign bullion 167,000 

Foreign coins 730,000 

$1,042,500 



C. 

Statement of the annual amounts of depooits of gold for coinage at the JhSnt of the United States and it* branchee, 

from the minee of the United Statei. 



J 

Deposited at the United States Mint, Philadelphia. 




Deposited at the branch Mints. 


Mint and 




• 


' 




, 




branches. 


d 

^ 


Virginia. 


North 


South 


Georgia. 


Ten- 


li 


Total at 


Bmnchat 


1 
Branch at B'ch at 


Total at 


Total de- 




Carolina. 


Carolina. 




nessee. 


If 


U. States 


Charlotte 


Dahlon- 


N.O. 


branch 


posits of 












Mint 


N. C. 


ega, Geo. 


La. 


Mints. 


U.S. gold. 


1824 


• * • • 


$5,000 


•  • • 


• . . . 


   • 




$5,000 














$5,000 


1825 


• • • • 


17,000 


• •  • 


.... 


• • • • 




17,000 














17,000 


1826 


• • • • 


20,000 


• •  • 


• . . • 


• • • • 




20,000 














20,000 


1827 


• • • « 


21,000 


• • • • 


.... 


• • • • 




21,000 














21,000 


1828 


• • • • 


46,000 


• • • • 


.... 


V  • • 




46,000 














46,000 


1829 


$2,500 


134,000 


$3,500 


.... 


• • • • 




140,000 














140,000 


1830 


24,000 


204,000 


26,000 


$212,00Q 


• • • • 




466,000 














466,000 


1831 


26,000 


294,000 


22,000 


176,000 


$1,000 $1,000! 


520,000 














520,000 


1832 


34,000 


458,000 


45,000 


140,000 


1,000 


.... 


678,000 














678,000 


1833 


104,000 


475,000 


66,000 


216,000 


7,000 


.... 


868,000 














868,000 


1834 


62,000 


380,000 


38,000 


415,000 


3,000 


.... 


898,000 














898,000 


1835 


60,400 


263,500 


42,400 


319,900 


10012,200 


698,500 














698,500 


1836 


62,000 


148,100 


55,200 


201,400 


300 


.... 


467,000 












V 


467,000 


1837 


* 52,100 


116,900 


29,400 


83,600 


.... 


.... 


282,000 














282,000 


1838 


55,000 


66,000 


13,000 


36,000 


1,500 


200 


171,700 


$127,000 


$135,700 


$700 


$263,400 


435,100 


1839 


57,600 


53,500 


6,300 


20,300 


300 


500 


138,500 


126,836 


113,035 


6,869 


246,740 


385,240 


$539,600 


$2,702,000 


$346,800 


1,820,200^14,200 13,900 


5,436,700 


$253,836 


$248,735 $7,569 


$510,140 


$5,946,840 



D. 

Statement of the amount of coinage at the branch Mints in the year 1839. 



MINTS. 




GOLD. 




SILVER. 






Half 
eagles. 


Quarter 
eagles 


Number 
of pieces. 


Value. 


Half 
dollars. 


Dimes. 


Halfdime& 


Number of 
piecesi. 


Value. 


Charlotte 


23,467 
18,939 

« a . • 


18,173 
13,674 

• . . • 


41,640 
32,613 

• • • • 


$162,767 50 
128,880 00 

• • • • 


.... 
100,000 


• • • • 
1,241,600 


.... 
1,060,000 


.... 
2,401,600 


.... 
$227,160 


Dahlonf^m - 1 r -.*... . 


New Orleans 


42,400 


31,847 


74,253 


$291,647 50'100,000 


1,241,600 


1,060,000 2,401,600 


$227,160 



OPERATIONS OP THE UNITED STATES MINT. 



STATEMENT D, CONTINUED. 



Mipcra 


TOTAL. 


Whole num- 


Whole »alue. 




41,640 

38,813 

a,*01,800 


$162,767 60 
128,860 00 
327,160 00 








S,4TS,B53 


(618,807 60 



Slaltmcnl afdepttUt tfrihjcr far coinage, at the Mini »/ 

Ihe Umlal Stale; PMtad^lphia, in the year 1839. 
The ileponu or«ilTar, for cointga, amouat to ^1.851,500 
or which, ihera n u in— 

Mexusn doUara, $1,406,000 

Pin-rnuic pieces of France, 1 80,000 

OttMTCoiiw, 100,000 

BuUiimuid [^le. 104,000 

pMtad ihiiii gold ],S00 

$1,861,600 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Daporitad at the Cluriotle bniwh mint,. $136,830 

D^oiitad mt the DaliIoiM«m bnneh mini, I13,03& 

Dtfaatod U tlw Naw Orieajw bnuch nuoi, 959,060 



2IS 



A WESTERN ADVENTUHER. 



[Armiz, 



Meeapitnlation of the amount of ctnnaj^e at the Mint of 
the United States and it» branche9,from the commence' 
meni of operations to December 31, 1839.* 



11- 








peration 


Mints. 


Whole coin- 


Whole coinage in 




age, in pieces. 


valne. 


O o 








1793 


Philadelphia mint 


$235,499,086 


$79,881,835 59 


1838 


Charlotte brandi 








mint 


62,420 


246,932 50 


1838 


Dahlonega branch 








mint 


53,196 


231,r95 00 


1838 


New Orleans branch 








mint 

Total 


2,804,030 


267,403 00 


$238,418,732 


$80,627,966 09 



Mist or the Uirit'En States, 
Febraaiy 6, 1840. 

Sir : — In the annual report which I had the honour to 
send to you on the 30th ultimo^ I was under the necesMty of 
leaving the statement imperfect in respect to the operations 
of the New Orleans mint, from which I had not been able to 
obtain the neoessaiy information. A communication just 
received from the superintendent of that mint states, that, 
from the re-commencement of operations, in November, to 
the end of the year, they coined $23,490 in gold, consisting 
of 9,396 quarter-eagles; and $13,000 in silver, composed of 
1 6,000 half dollars, and 50,000 dimes. The deposits, d uring 
the same period, amounted to $3,748 09, in gold, and 28,- 
267 09 in alver. 

The stiitement of the operations of the New Orleans mint, 
for the year 1839, may now be presented as follows : 

Amonnt of coinage in gold :^. . . $ 23,490 

Amount of coinage in silver,. 240,160 

Total coinage, 263,650 

Amount of deposits in gold, $ 68,907 

Amount of deposits in silver, 202,168 

Total deposits, 291,075 

Whole number of pieces coined, 2,476,996 

I have the honour to be, sir, very respectfully, your faithful 
servant, R. M. PATTERSON. 

Director of the Mint, 
The President of the United States. 

*For a detailed report of the coinage at the mint each year, 
from Its commencement in 1793, sec Vol. I, page 196. 



N, E. Boundary. — The Legislature of Maine, have 
adopted a series of resolutions respecting the everlasting 
Boundary question, one of which is as follows : 

JResolved, That unless the Britiah Government, during the 
present session of Congress, make or accept a distinct and 
satisfactory proposition for the immediate adjustment of the 
Boundary Question, it will be the duty of the General Gov- 
ernment to take military possession of the disputed territory ; 
and in the name of a sovereign State, we call upon tlie Na- 
tional government to fulfil its constitutional obligations to 
establish the line which it has solemnly declared to bo the true 
boundary ; and to protect this State in ef tending her juris- 
diction to the utmost limits of our territory. — Mer, Jour. 



Ten millions of pigeons, it is estimated, passed over Buf- 
falo, (N. Y.) one day last week. The heavens were black 
with them. 



Mr. Gnyer^t Second Veutnre* 

We published last summer a brief notice of one of oar 
countrymen, (Mr. L. L. Guyer of Charleston,} having taken 
a boat load of produce, raised on the Charleston prairie, to 
St Louis, and the result of his sales thereof. The ventaie, 
it will be recollected, turned out an unlucky one, Mr. L. hav- 
ing sunk about one hundred ddlan by it Nothing discour- 
aged, however, he prepared to undertake another, believinc 
his recent experience, though dearly bought, would in the ena 
be turned to good account. 

During the month of October last, having purchaaed two 
boats, — a flat and a keel, — ^he loaded them with onions from 
Charleston, to the amount of 2500 bushels, and bad in addi- 
tion a few sacks of beans and 10 or 12 kegs of butter, and 
on the 18th left our wharf, accompanied by the best wishes 
of our citizens. To navigate the boats required six hands 
besides the pilot The latter was Mr. William Knott, who 
had through the summer acted as assistant engineer of the 
steamboat Frontier on the Tipper Illinois, and it is from him 
we have obtained the particulan which follow. 

The first sales were made at St Louis, where all the beans 
were disposed of at $2 per bushel. A ftrw bushels of onions 
also, were sold at 76 cents. AH the batter waa retained for 
a lower market 

From St Louis the boats proceeded down the river, and 
stopped not till they reached Memphn, Tenn. Here sales of 
onions were made at 1,25 per bushel, and 2 or 3 kegs of 
butter at 37^ cts. per pound. 

Afler making these sales at Memphis the boats resumed 
their voyage, and continued on to Vicksburg, Miss, where 
further sales were made at the same prices, — 1,25 and 37). 
By this time half the cargo was disposed of, and of courM 
one boat (the keel) was sufilcient for the residue. Half the 
hands, consequently, were discharged, Mr. Knott remaining 
with those retained. 

The next stopping place was Natchex, where the remain- 
der of the onions were sold at $1,50, and the butter at 37}. 
Here Mr. K. parted from Mr. Guyer and returned home, ex- 
pecting Mr. G. to follow in a few days. 

Of the two boats, tlie flat was sold at Vicksburg for about 
40 dollars : the keel remained unsold, Mr. G. having dediiio 
ed an offer of 60 dollars for it 

Of the pecuniary results of this venture we cannot speak 
with sny correctness. The onions cost here about 50 cents 
per bushel, and brought an average of $1,37}. From this 
are to be deducted the wages of the hands and the loss upon 
the boats. The belief is that it has proved a veiy handsomo 
speculation, and we are rejoiced at it It wiU greatly revive 
the spirits of the growing Charleston settlement, one of the 
most, if not the most promising in our country-, and give s 
new spur to their indu8tr)\ We have been told that the 
onion growers there regarded it as deciding the question whe- 
ther they should continue or abandon the cultivation of this 
article. We presume they will now go on with hopes more 
buoyant than ever. 

There is another cause for gratulation at the successful re- 
sult of this venture, if indeed it has been succewful. We 
published last fall an account of the formation, in Warren 
county, of an agricultural exporting company, the design of 
which was to export their home products to distant markets 
without the intervention of commission houses on the way, 
unless of tlicir own creation. The novelty of the design led 
us to make a disparaging remark or two upon it ; and we are 
not sure that our views, if we understand the plan, were not 
correct. But we cannot now help thinking that if Mr. 
Guyer's plan be imitated, the farmers of Warren county may 
derive from it a fair return for their labors. — Peoria Rtg, 



Seven flays from Cuba to JVexo York, via Charleston 
and ruilroatl to JVUmington, JV*. C. — Sevenil tnveileis 
who passed over the line of the Wilmington and WeMoa 
Railroad a few days ago, reached New York in 7 days hfm. 
Cuba. They had 4 days passage from Havana to Charles 
ton ; and 3 from Charleston to New Yoi^ : on the Wil- 
mington and Weldon road. — A". Y Star. 
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■eamea la file IJIilted f tatet^ Tosnafe. 

Ac. 

Prepared for the Sailor's Magazine. 

The following &cts/in relation to the seamen of the United 
States, the tonnage of vessels, the number built in a year, 
dc&, are gathered from the Report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, made to Congress during the present session. The 
year for which all the estimates are made, was that which 
ended September 80, 1638. 

The total number of American vessels entering from for^ 
eign ports^ was 6,079 ; the tonnage of which was 1,302,974 
tons. They were manned by 62,559 men, and 2,386 boys. 
^ The numbor of foreign vessels entering our ports, during the 
same time, was 3,696; the tonnage being 592,110 tons. 
These weie manned by 34,237 men, and 763 boys. Putting 
these together, and we have, 9,775 vessels, measuring in all 
1,805,084 tons, manned by 96,796 men, and 3,149 boys, 
Biaking 99,045 souls. During the same period there were 
cleared from t^e several ports 10,144 vessels, measuring 2,* 
012,027 tons, manned by 99,480 men, and 3,018 boys, or 
102,507 souls in alL The proportion of American and for- 
eign shipping cleared, being about &e same as that entered. 
We may thoefore very safely put them down, 6,000 vessels 
as entering and clearing from our ports for foreign countries 
only, every year, manned by 100,000 souls. 

The coast of the United States is divided into 67 collec- 
tion districts, usually comprehending one large port, and the 
adjoining smaller one. Of the vessels which entered the 
■everal collection districts in the year before mentioned, there 
entered New York, 1625; Boston, 1235 ; Pastamaquoddy, 
1040; New Orleans, 782; Oswego, 491; Oawegatchie, 
461 ; PbUadclpbia, 428 s Niagara, 415; Baltimore, 398; 
Charleston, 263 ; Portland, 203. No other port entered and 
cleared as many as two hundred vessels. 

The total amount of tonnage owned in the United States 
in the beforementioned yeaf was 1,995,639 tons, and eighty 
ninety-fifths. This amount was divided as follows : regis- 
tered vessels employed in the foreign trade, 822,591 tons; 
enrolled vessels employed in the coasting trade, 1,008,146 
tons ; licensed vessels, under 20 tons, employed in the coas- 
ting trade, 32,058 tons, making a total in the coasting trade 
of 1,041,105 tonsp of which 190,532 tons is in steam navi- 
gation. 

Employed in fishery as follows : whale fisheiy, (registered 
and included in the above account of registered tonnage,) 
119,629 tons; do., enrolled, 5,229 tons; total employed in 
the whale fisheiy 124,858 tons; enrolled vessels employed in 
the cod fisheiy, 63,973 tons ; licensed vessels, under 20 tons, 
employed in the cod fishery, 6,090 tons ; total in the cod 
fishery, 70,063 tons ; enrolled vessels in the mackerel fishery, 
56,640 tons; giving a total, employed in the fittheries, of 
25 1,57 1 tons. In the above numbers the fractions, or ninety- 
fifths, are omitted. 

In estimating the number of seamen by the tonnage of 
vessels, it is common to allow about six men to every hun- 
dred tons employed in the foreign trade, about four men to 
the hundred tons in the coasting trade, and twelve men to 
the hundred tons in the fisheries. Taking these as correct 
numbers, and the tonnage above stated in round hundreds, 
rejecting all fractions, and wo shall find the following nu(n- 
bers of seamen for the year stated, viz : In the foreign trade, 
including the whale fishery, 49,350 ; in the coasting trade, 
40,324 ; in the cod and mackerel fisheries, 15,828; and to 
these are then to be added 35,000, belonging to foreign ves- 
sels, which entered our ports in a year. Wo shall in this 
way find 140,602 seamen entering our ports every year, for 
whose welfare we ought to care. It is plain that these num- 
bers are not overrated, for in the foregoing statement of 
American vessels entering in a year from foreign ports, the 
nmnber of men and boys is stated, by the official document, 
to be 64,945, while, by allowing six men to the hundred tons, 
We make but 40,850. This large difference is perhaps to be 
aeeounted for in the fiict, that the whale ships are included 
■s in the foreign trade, and they probably carry a larger num- 
ber than six men to every hundred tons. Should we now 
add to the above nnmben those employed on board the United 



States armed vessels, and we shall find considerably over one 
hundred and fifrv thousand men, for whose welfare, both in 
this world and the next, every philanthropist ought to labor. 
During the year, ending as before steted, on September 30, 
1838, there were built, in the United Stetes, 66 ships, 79 
brigs, 510 srhooners, 153 sloops, and 90 steamers. Total, 
898 vessels, measuring 113,135 tons. Of these vessels, 21 
ships, 42 brigs, and 78 schooners, were built in Maine; 21 
ships, 10 brigs, 121 schooners, were built in Massachusetts^ 
and the remainder were scattered round the other States ; 
more of the remaining schooners being built in Maryland, 
more of the sloops in New York, and more of the steamboate 
in Pennsylvania. 

A comparison of the registered, enrolled, and fa'censed ton- 
nage, for twenty years past, shows that the registered ton- 
nage, or that employed in the foi-eign trade, though it has 
varied a Utile from year to year, has not increased much, and 
it is a little leas than it was in the year 1836; while die en- 
rolled and licensed tonnage, employed in the coasting trade 
and the fisheries, has regularly increased, until it has nearly 
doubled. 



Booky Mountalii Flax. 

We know of no plant which seems to better deserve an 
effort for ito introduction into die class of cultivated vegeta- 
tion, than the one above named. The common flax plant 
is an annual ; is exposed to the depredation of many insecto ; 
to get the full amount of the crop it is necessary it should 
be puUcd and yet vrith all these drawbacks, it is a valuable 
crop, and indispensable for many purposes. If a plant pos- 
sessing the same valuable qualities as the common flax, yet 
which would be perennial, and could be cradled or mown 
at maturity — (thus giving an annual succession of crops 
from the same root) — could be discovered and brought into 
use among us and particularly in the fertile valleys a3i4 
prairies of the western states, the advantages would certain* 
ly be very great Such a plant is the flax of the Rocky 
Mounteins ; and the individual or the society that shall in- 
troduce it into cultivation, should it answer present indica- 
tions, will be considered as benefiting the agriculture of the 
country essentially. Of the various notices which we have 
seen of this plaift, we select the following, as more particu* 
larly describing ite appearance and the extent of ito growth 
in those regions. ~" 

Mr. Parker, in his excellent narrative of his jonmey 
across the Rocky Mounteins, from the Mississippi to the 
Pacific, says, *' Flax is b. sponteneous production of this 
country. In every thing, except that it is perennial, it m* 
sembles the flax that is cultivated in the United Stetes— 
the stelk, ihe bowl, the seed, the blue flower, closed in the 
ddy time and open in the evening end morning. The In- 
dians use it in making fishing nets. Fields of this flax 
might be managed by the husbandman in the same manner 
as meadows for hay. It would need to be mowed like 
grass ; for the roote are too large, and run too deep in ths 
earth, to be pulled as ours is ; and an advantego that this 
would have, is, that there would be a saving of ploughing 
and sowing." This was on a branch of Lewis or Snak^ 
river, of the Columbia. 

In a late journal of a passage across these mountains by 
Mr. Oakley, of Illinois, under date of the 21st of Ju)y» 
1 839, occurs the following ; " Encamped to-night in a beau- 
tiful valley, called Bayou Selard, 28 miles from the head of 
the south fork of the Platte. It is a level prairie, thirtgf 
miles long and three wide, and was covered with a thick 
growth of flax, which every year springs up qx>nteneousIy/' 

Whether the Rocky Mountain flax will prove to be as 
near the common flax as is supposed by Mr. Parker, may 
be doubted; but that it is unlike and far superior, to the 
two or three kinds of native wild flax that have before been 
discovered in the United Stetes, would also seem to be 
clear. A tract of 90 square mites of flax, such as Mr. Oak- 
ley described, would be a sight in any country, and wmil4 
rival the grass covered prairies of Illinois. 

Albany CuiihfOfr, 
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MESSRS. BARINGS AND JAUDON. 
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nestrt. Barings anil Jandon* 

7h the Editor of the Morning Chronicle, 

Sib :-^l)serving that you have inaerted in your paper of 
thia momingy extiacta from a newspaper published in New 
York, which reflect upon our conduct towards the agent of 
the United States Bank in this place, we beg you will find 
room in your columns for the enclosed copy of a corres- 
pondence between Mr. Jaudon and ourselves, which took 
place as soon as we observed any allusion to the subject in 
the public prints. 

To this we have only to add that we never mentioned in 
any letter to Montevideo Mr. Jaudon's difficulties, and that 
we first alluded to them in our correspondence to St Peters- 
burg on the 17th of September last, when the fact of the 
protested bills of the Bank at Paris was already publicly 
known. Our communication to New York was desired to 
be strictly confidential, and was, we believe, so considered by 
the parties there. Our agent, however, showed it to Mr. 
Dunlap, the President of the United States Bank at Phild- 
delpbia, in order to induce him to make other provisions than 
in BiUs on Mr. Jaudoui for the dividends to be paid in Lon- 
don on the United States Bank Stock and Pennsylvania 
Stock^a precaution which we thought our duty towards our 
clients here required. If any improper use has been made 
of our communication, which we do not believe, such con- 
duct was contrary to our wishes and strict injunctions. We 
have not been interested, either directly or indirectly, here or 
elsewhere, in any sale or purchase of United States Bank 
ahares since we were first informed of Mr. Jaudon's difficul- 
ties. 

We have the honor to be, sir, 

Your obedient servants, 

Barivo, BaoTEsas & Co. 

Ri8hop»>giite street, Jan. 13, 1840. 

Bishops-gate street, Dec 31st, 1839. 
8. Jaudon, Esq. 

Dear Sir: We have only waited your return to this coun- 
try, to call your pointed attention to an article which appear- 
ed in the T^met newspaper of tins place, of the 24th instant 
headed ''American Affiiirs," and signed '^Genevese Tra- 
veller," with statements designed to be injurious to our char- 
acter, and we feel that some notice must be taken of such 
calumnies, because if the reports there mentioned were really 
current in the United States, they must have come to the 
eognizance of the President of the United States Bank and 
those coimected with the institution ; and if uncontradicted in 
any way by them, must have received their tacit sanction, 
wlulst 1^ their communication from you, and the recent visit 
of Mr. Alsop to this country, they must have known that 
such insinuations were entirely without foundation. We can 
ourselves have no objection to a full publication of all our 
correspondence and transactions with you and with the Bank, 
but we do not wish it without your consent, nor should we 
publish except in scU^efenoe negotiations which appear to us 
only to interest the United States Bank and ourselves. 

We have never hesitated to declare fully and frankly to 
you our objections to the system which that Bank has pur- 
iioed, and which, in our opinion, has led to the difficulties in 
whidi that institution and yourself have been lately involved, 
as well as our determination not to appear, either as agents or 
loan-makers for the Bank, as long as that system was con- 
tinued ; but we have always beoi very ready, consistentlv 
vrith our principles and proper prudence, to co-operate with 
you in averting the calamity which would have resulted 
ftom your fiulnre in meeting your engagements in this coun- 
Hy. 

We need not repeat the charges against us which the arti- 
cle referred to contains, for they are sufficiently known to 
you ; and we should have supposed that you yourself would 
have been anxious to refute such calumnies against those who 
have asaiated you ; but if you feel any objection to such a step, 
we must, in justice to ourselves, distinctly ask you, whether 
our conduct towards you has at any time been marked by a | 



breach of confidence, gross deoeptian o^ perfid|y,aDd wlMthcr 
the statement in th^ article concerning us, and Mr. Bates in- 
dividually, is or is not false 1 

We do' not fear any bad effect which such inainnatiaiis 
against our character might produce here, or anywhere where 
we are known, but if these reports are connived at by thoae 
who best know their falsehood, we feel that we most be pro- 
pared to meet them by an explicit deniaL - 
We remain truly, dear sir, 
Your obedient servants, 

Babiko, BaoTBKSa db Co. 

REPLY OF MR. JAUDON. 

" Dear Sirs : — ^I have received your communication this 
morning relative to the article which appeared in the Times 
newspaper of the 24th instant, signed ** A Genevese TVa- 
vcller. 

'^ Just at the moment I was leaving Paris, I saw that letter 
for the first time, and glanced very hastily over it, but did 
not again see it or hear of it until you read it to me yester- 
day, and having been myself the subject of repeated lemarka 
in the same newspaper, which I have passed by with silent 
contempt, I should not have thought of notidng the letter in 
question, had you not called my attention especially to it 

" I can have no hesitation in saying to you what I have 
taken pleasure in stating very frequently to others, that the 
conduct of your house towaids me personally, has uniformly 
evinced the most friendly disposition, and that I have repeat- 
edly received from you important and valuable aid in my ai^ 
rangements to meet my heeivy engagements for the Bank of 
the United States. 

" In the particular transaction alluded to, so fiff from hav- 
ing acted with gross deception and perfidy, in refusing to do 
on the 23d of August last, what you had previously agreed 
to do— which was to unite with other fiienda in a large por^ 
chase of state stocks, or advances upon them — ^you not only 
punctually and cheerfully performed your engagements, but 
I find on reference to my letter of that date, to the President 
of the Bank of the United States, that I mentioned to him 
my consultation with you about the proposed arrangement, 
and expressed the opinion that I could not fail to accomjdish 
it. 

** As to the other part of the charge in that letter, vis: 
that Mr. Bates sent out by the steamer of the 24th August, 
a list of my payables, with a declaration that the Bank must 
fail on the 26th, and that these were used for the purpoee of 
stock gambling, I need only say that although you may have 
considered it right to send such a list, yet I am quite sore 
(whatever others may or may not have done, of which I 
know nothing) your house is entirely incapable of using any 
confidential information for any unworthy purpose. 

** In regard to the Bank of the United States, I may add, 
that although from ite anxiety to aid other banks, and its do- 
sire to assist the States by advances lipon their stocks, it may 
have stepped out of its usual course of banking, yet I con- 
sider this but a temporary departure from its regular and fixed 
principles ; and the special circumstances which were thought 
to justify this departure having ceased to exist, the Bank is 
now pursuing, and I am confident will continue to pnnoe, 
that system which heretofore 'pbced it on the piniutcle of 
credit '^ I am with great n^pard, 

" Your obedient servant, 

"S. JAUDON. 

** London, Dec. 31, 1889." 

OFFICIAL. 

DXFAmTMBBT OF StATS, 

Washivotov, 18di March, 1840. 

An ordinance of the King of Prussia has been oommu- 
nicated to this Department by the Prussian Ministar, giving 
operation to the new tariff of duties adopted by tdio Germaii 
Custom-house Association for the years 1840, '41, and '43. 

This terifT carries into effect the reductions of the import 
duty upon rice of from three to two dollars per German 
centner or hundred weight « of from eleven to tea doUam 
on refined sugar, eleven to Are and a half doUars oa lamp 
sugar, and five to four dollars on molasses. 



1840.] 



REDUCTION OF CANAL TOLLS— MISSISSIPPI BONDS. 
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lioduollen of TolU on Flour. 

It gif9§ vm great pleasure to pablkh the following resolu- 
ttona adopted by the Boanl of Canal Commissioners on the 
redaction of toUs on flour. It will save to the State many 
thousands of dollars in the way of toll : 

Caval CoxMisBiovaas' Roox, 7 
State Capitol, Harrisburg, March 17, 1840. 5 

On motion its was 

ResolYed, That the Collector at Philadelphia be directed to 
allow, upon the presentation of the proper certificate, a draw- 
back of twenty cents per barrel, on each and every barrel of 
flour arriving at his office, which shall have been cleared at 
Pittsburg and passed on the State improvements thence to 
Fhiladelphia-*the said drawback to be credited to the trans- 
porter of such flour on subsequent tolls accruing at that 
ofilce: 

Resolved, That the Collector at Pittsburg be directed to 
give a certificate for each shipment of flour from his office, 
destined to pass immediately over the main line of the State 
improvements to Philadelphia, stating the name of the ship- 
per, the name of the consignee, the name of the transporter, 
and the number of barrels of Flour ; which certificate, if upon 
strict examination the cargo shall be found to correspond, 
shall be endorsed by the Collectors at Johnstown, Hollidays- 
burg and Columbia, and be delivered up by the transporter 
to the Collector at Philadelphia upon the arrival of the flour 
at that office, and before the unlading of the same. 
Extract from the minutes. 

Tboxas L. WiLsosr. 

RATES OP FREIGHT 

On the Petinttfhania Canalf/rom Pitttburg to Philadelr 

phia and Baltimore* ' 

Phila. Bait. 

•Flour, per bbl $1 50 $1 50 

Whiskey, per 100 lbs. 87i 1 00 

Window Glass, per box 62^ 75 

Dry- Goods, Feathers, Bristles and Furni- 
ture, per 100 lbs. 1 75 1 67i 

Furs and Peltry, Steam Engines and 

empty bbls. 1 75 1 87^ 

Glassware, Wool, Fruit 1 50 1 62^ 

Paints and Dye Stufl£>, Ginseng and 

Hemp 1 50 1 62) 

Iron, Bar or Rolled 1 50 1 62J 

Tobacco, (manufactured,) Beesvmx. ... 1 25 1 37) 

Deer and Buflfalo skins 1 50 1 63 j 

White Lead, OU, Hops 1 00 1 I2i 

Seedof aUkinds,Rags 1 00 1 12i 

Bacon, Pork, Ashes, Lard ai)^ Butter. . . 87} 1 00 

Tobacco, (unmanu£u:tured) 87| 1 00 

Cotton, Wheat and Rye 75 S7i 

Brooms 3 CO 2 12^ 

*By a recent arrrangement of {he Canal Commisstoners, 
30 cents per bbl. is deducted from the above rates, on all floiu 
coming from Pittsburg to this city, by the State works. 

SCHUYLKILL CANAL. 

The toll charged upon the Schuylkill Navigation has been 
reduced. From and after to^y, the rates on the following 
articles will be as follows, viz : 

Flour, Bloom, Pig and Scrap Iron, Salt 

and Plaster, per 1000 lbs.. 4 mills per mile. 

Bacon, Butter, Grain, Hemp, Bar Iron, ' 

Nails, Spikes, Seeds and Tobacco.. 5 '* 

Hardware, Hides, Rosin, Tar and Wlus- 

kcy...'. 6 ** 

Groceries and Queensware 8 " 

CHESAPEAKE AND DELAWARE CANAL. 

This canal is in good navigable order, and vessels drawmif 
less than seven feet can navigate it at present. A reduction 
took plaoe in the rates of toll chaifed on this canal» on the 



18th tnst The following list comprises some of the princi- 
pal articles, and shows the present tarifi': 

Bacon, per 1000 lbs. 30 cents. 

Back, (ground) 35 ' 

Butter : 40 

Coffee, per 1000 lbs. 50 

Corn, per bushel 1 

FeathefB,per 100 lbs. 40 

Fish, (salted,^ bbL / 7 

Flour, per bbl. 5 

Pure, per 1000 lbs $1 00 

Ginseng, per 1000 lbs 50 

Grain not enumerated 1 

Grassseeds 2^ 

Hemp, per ton $1 00 

Hides, (dry) each 2 

do (green) 3 

Iron, Bar, Hoop and Sheet, per 1 000 lbs. 30 

do Pig, Old and Scrap 22^ 

do Blooms and Castings 25 

Leather, per 1000 lbs 50 

Molasses, hhds. 30 cts., tierces 15 bbls. . 8 

Pork, (salted,) perbbl 10 

Tobacco, (manufactured,^ per 1000 lbs. 50 

do unmanufacturca do. . . . 25 

Wheat, per bushel 1^ 

Commercial Litt. 



A Proclamatioo, 



Br Alixaiideb G. McNctt, 

Governor of the State of Mississippi. 

Whereas, It is provided in the 9th section of the ** act 
supplementary to an act to incorporate tUe subscribers to the 
Mississippi Union Bank," approved Feb. 15, 1838, '' that the 
president and directors of the Mississippi Union Bank, or the 
managers thereof, shall have ample power to appoint three 
commimioners to negotiate and sell the State bonds, provided 
for in the 5th section of the act incorporating tlie subscribers 
to the Mississippi Union Bank, in any market within the 
United States, or in any foreign market, under such rules 
and regulations as may be adopted by said president and di- 
rectors or managers, not inconsistent with the provisions of 
the charter of said bank: Provided, said bonds shall not be 
sold under their par value, and that said commissioners shall 
not accept of any commission or agency from any other 
banking or railroad company whatsoever, for the di4>osaI of 
any bonds for the raising of money, or act as agents for the 
procuring of loans upon the pledge of real estate for the ben- 
efit of any other corporation." And whereas. It is further 
provided by the charter of said bank, that two and a half per 
centum shall be paid on the stock at the time of subscribing, 
by each stockholder. And whereas. The said advance has 
not been made by any resident stockholder of this State, either 
at the time of subscription or since — and consequently no 
individual stockholder has acquired any right to stock in said 
bank. And whereas, no part of said charter authorizes the 
Mississippi Union Bank to hypothecate all or any portion of 
the bonds of the State delivered to said bank — or to sell 
them on a credit, or take less than their par value therefor 
in gold and silver. And whereas, the exchange of said bonds, 
or any portion thereof, for the present liabilities of the bank, 
or for any other depreciated paper, would be subversive of 
the spirit of the charier of the bank, and ruinous to the gr>od 
people of the State of Mississippi. And whereas, no corpo- 
ration can exercise powers not specially granted in the act of 
incorporation, and every act transcending its authority is ab- 
solutely null and void : 

And whereas, I have good reason to apprehend that an 
illegal attempt will be made either to hypothecate five mil- 
lions of bonds of the State of Mississippi, issued last year and 
delivered to the managers of the Mississippi Union caidc, or 
to sell them on a credit, or for paper money, or to exchange 
said bonds for the post notes and other liabilities of the Mia- 
sissippi Union Bank, now not worth sixty cents to the dollar. 
And whereas, the State of Mississippi is in no manner bound 
for the redemption of the present cuculation of the **' - ' 
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A WBSTEfiN CAVERN. 



[AVB»y 



pi Union Bank or for her liabUiiics. And whereas, thisetate 
has already incurred a large debt for thepurpoaee of banking, 
and from the situation of the institutions to which it has 
been confided, there is no prospect that the bonds, which are 
the evidence of said debt, can be paid to the holders thereof 
by said banks, and the state itself has no means of refunding 
either principal or interest to said t>ond holders, except by 
onerous taxation to which there is every reason to believe the 
people of the state will not submit, and which, in all proba- 
bility, they will not have the abiii^ to sustain, if they were 
disposed to bear the burthen. It would therefore be a fraud 
npon the people of this State were any more state bonds ne- 
gotiated on other than legal terms, and also a fraud upon the 
purchasers of these securities, who would take them upon a 
misplaced confidence of ultimate payment. And whereas, 
the constitution enjoins upon the Executive ** to take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed," I have therefore thought 
proper to issue this, my Proclamation, warning all persons 
and corporations not to advance money or securities or cred- 
its, on the hypothecation of said bonds, or to receive the same 
in exchange for the circulation or other liabilities of the Mis- 
sissippi Union Bank, or to purchase the same on a credit or 
for a less sum than their par value in specie, or on any other 
terms not expressly authorized by the charter of said bank. 
All such sales, hypothecations and exchanges being unau* 
thorized by law, would not be in any manner binding upon 
the good people of this state, as they would he in contraven- 
tion of the terms upon which the faith of the state has been 
pledged. 

In testimony whereof, I, Alxxaxdxr G. McNutt, Gov- 
ernor of the State aforesaid, have caused the 
[seal.] great seal of the State to be hereunto affixed. 
Given under my hand at the city of Jackson, this second day 

of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 

hundred and forty, and of the sovereignty of the State of 

Mississippi the twenty-third. 

A. G. McNUTT. 

By the Governor : 

Thamas B. Woodwahd, 

Secretary of State. 



From Priest's American Antiquities. 

A Cavern in tbe UTest. 

In which are found many Interesting Jlierog-lyphici, tup' 
poted to have been made by the Ancient Inhabitantt. 

On the Ohio, twenty miles below the mouth of the Wa- 
bash, is a cavern, in which are found many hieroglyphics, 
and representations of such delineations as would induce the 
belief that their authors were, indeed, comparatively refined 
and civilized. It is a cave In a rock, or ledge of the moun- 
tain, which presents itself to view, a littie above the water of 
the liver, when in flood, and is situated close to the bank. — 
In the early settiement of Ohio, this cave became possessed 
by a party of Kentuckians, called ** Wilson's Gang." Wil- 
son, in the first place, brought his family to this cave, and 
fitted it up as a spacious dwelling ; erected a aign post on the 
water side, on which were these words : ^* Wilson's Liquor 
Vault and House of Entertainment." The novelty of such 
a tavern induced almost all the' boats descending the river to 
call for refreahments and amusement. Attracted by these 
circamstances, several idle characters took up their abode at 
the cave, after which it continually resounded with the shouts 
of the licentious, the clamour of the riotous, and the blasphe- 
my of gamblers. Out of such customers, Wilson found no 
difficulty in forming a band of robbers, with whom he formed 
a plan of murdering the crews of every boat that stopped at 
his tavern, and of sending the boats, manned by some of his 
party, to New Orleans, and there sell their loading for cash, 
which was to be conveyed to the cave by land, tlurough the 
States of Teimessee and Kentucky ; the party retuming with 
it being instructed to murder and rob, on all good occasions, 
on the road. 

After a lapse of time, the merchants of the i|pper country 
began to be alarmed, on finding their property make no re- 
turns, and their people never coming back. Several £unilies 



and respectable men, who had ^ne down the river were 
never heard of, and the losses became so frequent^ that it 
raised at length, a cry of individual distress and general di*> 
may. This naturally led to inquiry, and large rewards were 
ofiered for the discovery of the perpetrators of such unparal- 
leled crimes. It soon came out that Wilson, with an organ- 
ized party of forty-five men, was the cause of such waste of 
blood and treasure ; that he had a station at Hurricane In- 
land, to arrest every boat that passed the mouth of the cavern, 
and that he had agents at Natchez and New Orleans, of 
presumed respectability, who converted his assignments into 
cash, tiiough they knew the goods to be stolen, or obtained 
by the commission of murder. 

The publicity of Wilson's transactions soon broke up his 
party ; A>me dispersed, others were taken prisoners and ho 
himself was killed by one of his associates, who was tempted 
by the reward for the head of the captain of the gang. 

This cavern measures about twelve rods in length, and 
five in width ; its entrance presents a width of eighty feet at 
its base, and twenty-five feet high. The interior wails are 
smooth rock. The fioor is very remarkable, being levd 
through the whole length of its centre, the sides rising in sto- 
ny grades, in the manner of seats in the pit of a theatre. On 
a diligent scrutiny of the walls, it is plainly discerned that 
the ancient inhabitants at a very remote period, had made 
use of the cave as a house of deliberation and council The 
walls bear many hieroglyphics, well executed, and some of 
them represent animals, which have no resemblance to any 
now known to natural history. 

This cavern is a great natural curiosity, as it is connected 
with another, still more gloomy, which is situated exacUy 
above, united by an aperture of about fourteen feet ; whieb 
to ascend, is like passing up a chimney, while the mountain 
is yet far above. Not long after the dispersion and arrest of 
the robbers, who had infested it, in the upper vault were 
found the skeletons 6f about sixty persons, who had been 
murdered by the gang of Wilson as was supposed. 

But the tokens of antiquity are still more carious and im- 
portant than a description of the mere cave, which are found 
engraved on the sides within, an account of which we pro- 
ceed to give : "-^ 

The sun, in different stages of rise and declension ; the 
moon, under various phases ; a snake, biting its tail, and re- 
presenting an orb or circle ; a viper ; vulture ; lizzards tear- 
ing out the heart of a prostrate man ; a panther held by the 
ears, by a child ; a crocodile'; several trees and shrubs ; a fox; 
a curious kind of hydra serpent; two scorpions; an eagle; 
an owl ; some quails ; eight representations of animals which 
are now unknown. Three out of the eight are like the ele- 
phant in all respects except the tusk and taiL Two more 
resemble the tiger; one a wild boar; another askith; and 
the last appears a creature of fancy, being a quadrumane, in- 
stead of a quadruped, the claws being alike before and behind, 
and in the act of oonTeying something to the month, which 
lay in the centre of the monster. Besides these were seTeril 
fine representations of men and women, not naked but 
clothed ; not as the Indians, but much in the costame of 
Greece and Rome. 



Salea of State Loans at JVew Fori*.— The pvticolan 
of the loan negotiated March 18, for the State at 6 per cent. 
for 14 years, are as follows : 

$200,000 by Mr. A. Belmont, agent for the MflMM. 
Rothschilds. 
100,000 by die State Bank. 
60,000 by the Bank of Commeroe. 
86,000 by the Merehants* Bank. 
86,000 by the Mechanics' Bank. 
30,000 by the Leather Bank. 



$500,000 



It is understood that Mr. Belmont was prepared to take the 
whole loan, had he been able to obtain it under par. 

•vmencini* 
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REPORT 

Of the Commitlee ^f 9Vayf and ^ftant, on the nthjeet of 
the Financet of the Conunon-wealth, and upon the expe- 
diency of inereaoing the public revenue by taxation, 

Mr. Flxitxikek, Chairman. 

The Committoc of Ways and Means, to whom were re- 
ferred so much of the Governor'n Message as relates to the 
finances of the State, and who were directed, by a resolution 
of this House, to inquire into the expediency of increasing 
the revenue of the Commonwealth by taxation, — Report: 

That they have had the subjects submitted to them under 
consideration, and have given to them that careful and delib- 
erate, reflection, to which their importance gave them claim. 

Your committee are fully sensible of the difficulties which 
at present surround the finances of the Commonwealth; and, 
waiving the expression of any censure upon the causes 
which have produced our present embarrassments — an expres- 
sion that could not aid us in the work of extrication — they 
proceed to give, as concisely as they may, a plain statement 
of the ordinaiy annual revenue and expenditure, in the hope 
that the reasons which impel them to recommend measures 
to create additional revenue, may be so apparent as to convince 
•II of the absolute necessity of their adoption. 

To arrive at just results in relation to the actual condi- 
tion of the Treasury, the only safe and proper method is, to as- 
certain the amount of debts due from the Commonwealth, and 
the amount of actual permanent revenue divested, of every 
thing of a temporaiy character, and upon which the State 
may at all times rely for the payment of her debts. 

Prom the report of tlie State Treasurer for the fiscal year, 
ending the first of Nov. 1839, the following abstract of the 
public debt and public property has been taken. 

Pubhe Debt, 

Temporary loans — Penitentiary, canals, 

and railroad companies $3,1 'lO, 145 70 

Loans pertaining to canals and railways. . 28,144,003 32 
Debts due United Slates, on account of 

surplus revenue 2367,514 78 



Tax on loan companies 2,240 00 

Escheats S,0SO 24 

Bank charters 100,000 00 

Hawkers* and pedlars* licenses 3,925 15 

Miacellancoud 18,617 55 



$1,621,119 84 



OrtUnary Stale Erpenditure9,for 1839. 

Expenses of Government $4 12,75 1 63 

Repairs, canals and railways 376,336 79 

Militia expenses 25.981 17 

Guaranty of interest 21,562 23 

Pensions and gratuities 53,588 74 

Common schools, colleges, ^ 585,253 14 

House of Refuge 5,000 00 

Penitentiaries, Eastern and Western 30,826 54 

Interest on loans 1,296,010 24 

Pay of collectors, lock-keepers, &c 70,000 60 

Miscellaneous 28,552 40 

Whole amount of expenditures $2,708,863 47 

Amount of receipu 1,621,119 84 

Deficitin 1839 $1,087,743 63 



$34,141,663 80 

Public Property. 

Bankstock $2,108,700 00 

Stock in turnpike, bridge, canal and rail- 
road companies 3,751,164 72 

Money due on lands 1,000,000 00 

The public works — canals, railroads, and 

bridges connected therewith 26,399,220 56 



$33,250,085 28 

Of the State debt, the amount due upon appropriations to 
internal improvements* and the debt due the United States. 
do not bear interest; leaving $29,914,003 52, which, at 
5 per cent., beara-an annual interest of $1,494,700 16. This 
■um together with the other charges herealler mentioned, 
constitute the permanent annual demand upon the Treasury. 

The ordinary resources of the Commonwealth, arising from 
■II revenues payable into the Treasury, will appear from the 
following statement : 

Ordinary State He venue in 1689. 

Canal and railway tolls $821,780 58 

Auction commissions and auction duties . . 101,728 61 

Collateral inheritance tax 35,908 78 

Dividends on Bank stock 166,079 50 

Dividends on turnpike, bridge, and naviga- 
tion Hock 41,017 70 

Land and land office fees 46^94 95 

Tax on Bank dividends 18J,440 78 

Tax on certain offices 3382 90 

Tax on writs, dec 36,652 56 

Tavern lioraass 49,027 77 

Ratailni' lioeosM 68,202 97 

Vol II 28 



From these statements it appears that the deficit in the 
ordinary means of the Commonwealth, to pay the ordinary 
expenditures in 1839, was $1,087,743 63. And when it is 
remembered that the interest for the present year will exceed 
that of the last, near two hundred thousand dollars, and that 
no one item of the receipts is increasing, except the tolls on 
the public woiks, there is no ground for believing that the 
annual deficit for a number of years to come will be less than 
that of 1839. 

That, in advancing the common prosperity of a people or 
State, exigencies will arise, compelling a resort to borrovring 
money, is a truth which reason and experience attest And 
in our country, comparatively new, where we see that the 
ardent enterprise of our citizens, directed toward the comple- 
tion of our internal improvements and the development of 
our resources, far outstrips the active capital of the Common- 
wealth, such exigencies may be reasonably expected to occur 
frequently. This is exemplified in the history of Pennsyl- 
vania for the last fifleen years. During that period, the at- 
tention of her citizens has been directed towards the removal, 
by artificial means, of those natural barriers which inter* 
posed to prevent the products of the country from search* 
ing the points at which they could secure to the producer a 
compensation for his toil in their production, and which le* 
tarded and embarrassed the operations of commercial enter* 
prise. In the prosecution of this scheme, vast sums of money 
have been expended. The system of improvements was 
projected upon a much more extended pfan than was origin- 
ally intended by the friends of the system ; and in carrying 
this gigantic plan into execution, the State has become in- 
volved in the enormous debt and financial difficulties under 
which she now labors. 

The interest of the present debt, added to the other ordi* 
nary expenditures, far exceeds the annual revenue of the 
State; and as, from the circumstances above alluded to, if 
has been necessary to borrow money which yet remains un- 
paid, and as it may be necessary, in order to meet present 
engagements, to borrow still more, the importance of pre- 
serving unimpaired the credit of the State need not be nrged 
hy your committee upon any reflecting mind. And if, to 
finbh such of the improvements whose completion every con- 
sideration of policy would seem to demand, it should be ne- 
cessary to borrow still more, the importance of preserving 
untarnished the credit of the State, in order to be able to 
borrow tfpsn g'ood temUf b eqoaliy obvious : for when the 
credit of a State is in any degree questionable, it cannot fiul 
to impose, in some shape, extravagant premiums upon all her 
loans ; and from this constant necessity of borrowing upon 
the hardest terms, it is not difficult to imagine how immense- 
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]y the debt of a Stite may be augmented, in consequence of 
an unsound condition of tlie public credit. 

To attempt an enumeration or chs.>ificntion of all the 
evils in the whole svRtem of social economy, which would 
result from 4 neglect of those maxims, llic observance of 
which is indispcnsublc to the 'maintenance of public credit, 
in order to justify the anxiety of the committee upon this 
subject, would be a useless waste of time ; for so clear and 
manifest are they, that it is impossible for any mind to avoid 
being impressed by them, in giving to this subject a moment*s 
reflection. Upon a strict observance of the maxims referred 
to, depends, at the present juncture in our affairs, in the 
opinion of the committee, the individual and aggregate pros- 
perity of the citizens, their relief from the eml»arras«ments 
under which they are now suffering, and the preservation of 
good government. 

If the preservation, then, of the public credit is so impor- 
tant, the first inquiry which presents itself is — how is it to 
be accomplished ? The ready and only answer is — by good 
faith — by a punctual performance of all contracts. i:$tates, 
like individuals who observe their engagements, are respected 
and trusted, while the reverse is true of all who do not. 

As appears from the foregoing exhibits, the ordinary reve- 
nue fAU so far below the ordinary expenditures, as to cause 
an annual deficit of ^1/ S7,74.3, to be borrowed in order to 
meet the engagements of the State. \> hile we arc thus bor- 
rowing this large sum annually, to pay interest upon money 
already borrowed, wc cannot hope to escape from the deplor- 
able condition in which we find ourselves involved. We 
must seek other sources of revenue; which are only to be 
fbund, under present circumstances, in a iiystem of taxation. 

The only legitimate object of taxation is, to raise a revenue 
for the State. Just and wise governments will so perform 
this duty, as not only to inflict the least injury, but to caoce 
the least inconvenience to those who arc obliged to contribute 
their substance. The business of those in whom rests the 
power of imposing taxes, is to devise the means of raising 
the greatest revenue at the least expense, and tvilh the least 
possible inconvenience to the community. 

The following classification of a system of taxation, pre- 
sents itself to the minds of your committee: 1st, a tax on 
capital; 2d, a tax on consumption ; 3d, a tax on production. 
A tax on capital cannot be avoided without abandoning the 
property taxed. It is therefore the most certain in its pro- 
ductiveness ; and the only limit to its efiectiveness is in a de- 
preciation of the property taxed, which in a country like 
Pennsylvania, may be brought about by a removal of her 
capitalists to neighbouring States, which are less heavily 
burdened. A tax on consumption, if articles of the fn-st 
necessity be exempted, and the ratio reasonable, is probably 
one of the most unexceptionable of all taxes. A tax on pro- 
duction, is perhaps the most objectionable, and least suscep- 
tible of being rendered efficient; and especially so in the 
States of this Union, where any tax in one State, on busi- 
ness or production, which can as well be prosecuted in, or 
•applied from a neighboring Slate, would operate as a pre- 
mium against our own citizens on such competition. If, for 
instance, Pennsylvania imposes a tax on hats or shoes made 
within her borders, the consumer may procure them from 
another State. 

It may be obsen^ed generally, that all taxes which cannot 
be avoided, such as taxes on employment or capitation, must 
be adapted to the ability of the poorest man who may have 
them to pay, otherwise they will be oppressive, if not ruinous 
to such, while they are not felt by the more affluent Taxes 
laid on production in such manner as to become a charge 
upon the consumer, are not liable to the above objections. 
Th&y may be so laid, to a limited extent, by the State gov- 
ernments in the form of licenses to retailers, though it has 
been oflen contended, that this description of taxes, cannot 
be easily made to reach the consumer. There is, however, 
no sound reason for this conclusion. If the licenses be so 
graduated upon the various classes of dealers as to bear a 
proportion to the business done, it is evident that a dealer to 
the amount of $100,000 a year, would scarcely think of 
charging an extra price on his goods for a license of j^lOO a 
year, while a very small retailer might be seriously oppressed j 



by such a burden, which he could not avoid without chai:g- 
ing more for his goods than the former. 

Such a production as would equalize this tax, may be made 
by the assessment of the business done. In accordance with 
these general guides, it is believed that a system of taxation 
may be devised that will effectually restore the credit of the 
Commonwealth, and under a judicious economy in the future 
expenditure, relieve the State from her present embarrasv- 
ments. It is very certain that the fiscal resources df Penn- 
sylvania, are as yet virtually untouched ; and there cannot 
bo a doubt on the mind of any one having but a slight know* 
ledge of her vast agricultural, mineral, manufacturing and 
commercial wealth, of the enterprise and unexampled indus- 
try of her population, of her natural and artificial advantages 
foi the development of tho?e resources, and of cheap com- 
munication from every pait of her territoty with the seaboard 
and the westein waters, as to the ability of Pennsyh*ania to 
establish her credit upon a permanent basb, accomplidh a 
speedy reduction of her debt, and at the same Ume proceed 
with a gradual and certain progress to the completion of 
every work of public improvement tliat is necessary or desira- 
ble. 

It may be shown from public documents, that during the 
late war with England, Pennsylvania paid to the United 
States, in direct taxes and internal duties, as her quota for 
1815, the sum of S2,l K^978. At that time her population 
was about 900,000 souls. It is now computed, according 
to the former ratio of increase, (twenty-eight per cent.) at 
1,675,000, with every appearance that the advance in pro- 
perty and productive industry has more than kept pace with 
the increase of population. The same ratio of taxation, esti- 
mated according to the population, would now produce a 
revenue of $3,926,800 : showing, not only the capacity of 
the State to liquidate her debt with the greatest case, but that 
with a system of revenue by no means oppressive, she could 
have completed all her improvements without borrowing a 
dollar. It would not, however, be expedient to adopt the 
same system of revenue pursued by the Genera! Govonment 
at the period above referred to, as some of those taxes were 
imposed on production, which, unless they were extended to 
all the states, as in that case, would prejudice the business 
thus taxed, by giving an advantage to similar employments 
in the other states. Yet the payment of such a sum, at such 
a time, in the midst of war, is conclusive of the ability of the 
State to pay, if necessary, a like or a greater sum, at the 
present time, if properly imposed on other objects. The 
direct tax on land in Pennsylvania, in 1815, was ?730,9.')8. 
The valuation of real estate at that time was $346,633,^89.. 
If the valuation now be estimated, according to population, it 
will amount to ^646,000,C00. A tax of thirty cents on the 
one hundred dollars of this sum, will give $ 1,938,000. The 
tax on carriages in 1814, was $26,800. Uy the same ratio, 
it would now be $49,800. This tax, from the great increaee 
of pleasure carriages, far beyond that of the population, 
would exceed the ratio proposed — it would be drawn from 
luxury alone, and would not be burdensome to any one. A 
tax on furniture and watches, 1& 15. produced about H'-^iOCO. 
These articles will now produce $150,000. To these might 
be added a tax on licenses to brokers, which would produce 
$20,000. The late taxes on money at interest, secured by 
bonds and mortgages, may be revived ; and, in addition there- 
to, a tax on income from ground rents and stocks. These 
may be estimated to produce $300,000. A tax may also be 
laid upon salaries and emoluments of office, which will pro- 
duce about $20,000. 

The plan of revenue, as brought into view in the forego* 
ing remarks, may be estimated as follows : 

Real Estate $1,938,C06 

Carriages 60,C0O 

Furniture and watehes. • 150,000 

Licenses to broken 20,000 

Bonds, mortgages, ground rents, and stocks . . 500,000 

Salaries and emoluments of office 20,000 



$^478,000 
From which must be deducted the cjtpenies of collection. 
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Aa a lew amount than tho above will meet the objects in it can scarcely be necessary to advert to their disposition to 



viewr, the reduction can best be made by striking out the make whatever sncrifices of individual interest that may be 
amount that is set opposite the item of real estate. That n^essary to accomplish this object. To oflTcr any a^'^ument^ 
description of property is now burdened with all the county by way of reconciling them to the slight burden which may 
Expenses; and as there is perhaps but little real estate in the be necessary to maintain the power and good faith of the 
countiy which yields to the owner as profitable a rate upon ' government which they have established for themselves, 
the whole investment as a realized from money at interest at would imply not only a distrust of their integrity and patri- 



fdx per cent, or other investments in stocks — and as it is bc< 
lieved that a sufficient amount can be raised from other 
sources, not burthened as real estate is, the comroitte recom- 



otism, but of the great principles on which the go\crnment 
of the American States are founded. There can be no pro- 
position in political science more true, than that, if a popular 



mend that no additional tax be laid upon this portion of the government cunnot or will not fulfil its engagements, in the 
property of our citizens. A tax upon real estate would rest^ * payment of its debt^, and the protection of its citizens from 
of course, most heavily upon the farmers of this agricultural , injustice, it cea:$es to be what the great champions of ci>il 
community. That valnub/e class of citizens is now, as has liberty have so fondly assumed for it — the safest and best 
h(H*n already remarked, almost exclusively bearing the bur- , form of political institutions, for securing the happiness of 
then of county expenses. | man. 

The agriculturist, producing, as he does, the wealth which On tliese points, no distrust can, or ought to be felt The 
his labour alone extracts from tho soil— and without whose people of Penn.tylvania paid their quota of taxes, levied for 
industry the fertile valleys of our noble State would l)c but a the support of the General Government, during the late war 
barren expanse, valueless and unproductive, yielding nothinj^ with England, and without a murmur, although muchgreal- 
for individual or common good — should be lefl, if possible, er than those now proposed for the payment of the debt and 
unvisitcil by the tax gatherer, to pursue his toil, from which completion of the objects which their representatives have 
the whole community reaps blessings unnuml>cred. | authorized to diffuse, as they supposed, the greatest amount 

Whatever may be the amount of revenue to be provided , of common prosperity. And while they may rightfully de- 
for, now or hereafter, it is believed to be indispensable to the mand the most rigid economy, and scrutiny of the public 
restoration and permanent establishment of the public credit, I expenditures hereafter, they will not jeopard the great mo- 
to create a sinking fund, by appropriating an annual sum. ' ral influence of free governments on the destinies of man 



which should he applied to the payment of the interest and 
extinguishment of the pripcipal of the public debt. 

'J'he establisbnient of such a fund, indicating aa it would 
the di-termination of Pennsylvania to liquidate the vast claims 



throughout the civilized world, in all future time, by hesita- 
ting to maintain tlieir character for integrity and justice. 

To furnish immediate means to the Treasury, in order to 
meet the just demands upon it, not only by domestic, but by 



against her, would also exhibit to the world, after a brief trial, foreign creditors, the committee are driven to the necessity 
how abundantly able she is to meet her engagements. It of recommending a sale of a portion of the public property, 
would prove such a manifestation of her gigantic strength. That which is perhaps the most available, is the bank stock 
that, perceiving the fiicility with which she could shake off held by the State, in the Bank of Pennsylvania, the Phila- 
ber cumbrous debt, those who now doubt would be forced to dclphia Bank, and the Farroerd' and Mechanics' Bank. — 
yield to her again their full confidence ; and this restoration This measure has twice been brought into view by tho present 
of her credit would place her in such a condition that, almost I Executive, and a bill is now reported for that purpose. To 
without an effort, she could pay off the last dollar of her debt, ' this measure there have been urged some objections, more 
and in a short time not a creditor would be left to knock at ' specious, however, than sound. When the State first became 
the door of her treasury. This fund being establiahed, end ' a banker, the business of banking was a more staid and sober 
act apart inviolably for its proper application will become an | business than it is at present 'J 'hen, coo, the Treasury was 
important moral as well as nscal regulator of the public credit, full, and a surplus revenue was in our coffers for any profi- 
and enable the Commonwealth to avail itself of all the bene- 1 table investment which the Legislature might suggest — 
fits of a sounJ credit, under any circumstances that may ' Circumstances, however, have changed, and instead of a full 
arise. It would be proper to establish a rule, which it may ' treasury wo are in debt, and unable to pay interest and pre- 
be regretted that the constitution has not provided for, that ! serve the public faith. In modem times, too, banking has 
every legislature which creates a debt, should at the same become a much more objectionable pursuit than formerly. 
time provide the means, not only for pjying the interest, but The interest of the State in banks, is subject to all the fluc- 
for extinguishing the principal, within a given time. Tho ' tuations, explosions, hazards and chances of the present de- 
Commonwealth would not then be exposed to so many im- ' fective system. But the piincipal, and perhaps the only 
provident and excessive expenditures, contrived by those who objection to the sale of this stock is, that it is productive. 
could escape from tho rei«ponsibility of providing the means , Granted. Then it is the more readily sold for a fair price, 
to meet them, by leaving that duty to be performed by others. ' and the more especially adapted to the exigencies of the pre- 
This is not, however, a question fur discussion here. A sent demand. And the committee are not able to perceive, 
heavy debt has been contracted, and from present indications, ' how it can be even morally right to refuse to sell this stock, 
there is good reason to apprehend a sensible diminution of merely because it is productive, while the public crediion, 
the usual supply of revenue from our public improvements, • who have reposed confidence in the faith and honour of the 
arising from the condition of the business of the whole coun- Commonwealth, are daily turned away from the treasury 
try, independently of the unfortunate derangement of the I unpaid. Such conduct in an individual, under similar cir** 
monetary system, which affects every species of employment. ' cumstancea, would not he tolerated for a moment Again 
Be these however as they may, the debt must be paid, and — unless banking be peculiarly the business of a government 



the faith of Pennsylvania maintained inviolate, at whatever 
sacrifices. Amidst all the depressions and difficulties which 



the profits of the pursuit is not a legitimate argument in fa- 
vour of the State continuing a banker. Governments are 



■urround us at this moment, there are ample resources which ! instituted for certain purposes, and not as a corporate or 
would be available under circumstances of much greater dis- artificial person, to follow any and every pursuit which an 
couragements than any we have yet encountered. A knowl- individual may properly pursue, and which might be profita- 
edge of the single fact, that Pennsylvania possesses within ; ble. If the profits of a pursuit may justify a government in 
her soil a greater amount of coal and iron than is contained i engaging in the business, it could be easily shown that there 
in tho Island of Great Britain, where these products consti- 1 are many other pursuiLa that would afford even a stronger 
tate the principal basis of the vast wealth for which that temptation to the investment of money by the State, than 
isluid is so distinguished above every other part of the globe, that of banking. 



moat assure us of this fact We have therefore no cause for 
discouragement arising from tho preaent embarraaaed eondi- 
tion of the State Treaaury. 



There ia another and conclusive reason why this stock 
should be sold. The people who, after a protracted and des- 
perate atruggle, have aucceeded in aeparating the General 



Having so fully shown the ability of the people of Penn- ^ Government from that intimate connexion heretofore sub- 
■ylvania to overcome all the financial difficulties that exist, > sisting between it and the banks* -have willed ft divorce 
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between bank and State, and with this dear intimation of 
public opinion, added to the almost absolute necessity, it 
would be dif&eolt to produce a solid objection to the adoption 
of the measure. 

The committee would also recommend the sale of the lo- 
comotiTes, the work-shops at Parkesbuig, and ail that apper- 
taining to the motive power upon the nulroads of the state ; 
and thus throw open the state railroads to individual enter- 
prise and competition. When our raihoads were fiiat con- 
tftrucied, and when that mode of transportation was but an 
experiment, it might perhaps have been good ptriicy for the 
state to furnish the motive power; but experience now 
abundantly establishes the fact, that there is no more neces- 
sity for the state bearing the burden and expense of motive 
power on our rHiiroads, than there is that the state should 
furnish the power upon our turnpike roads and canals. In- 
dividuals and associations are entirely competent to furnish 
such power. 

Experience has aUo taught another fact, that on the com- 
pany railroads of this Commonwealth, and on company rail- 
roads of other states, the motive power is more cheaply fur- 
nished and more successfully and economically managed 
dian it ever has been> or pcihaps ever will be by the state 
officers. Indeed it has grown into a maxim, that whatever 
operation is within the power of individuals or associations 
ci men, having a personal interest in the matter, is always 
better performed and with greater economy, than by a govem- 
mont through its officers having no personal interest. 

And were it not true that in relation to motive power, 
company railroads could not be used ; for no company could 
continue operations with a constant drain upon its exchequer, 
proportionably equal to that which the Commonwealth is 
subjected in maintaining its motive power. 

The fact, however, that the operation is continued on 
company roads, is conclusive, that it is not a losing busi- 
ness. The original intention was, that the state motive 
power should sustain itself. This however, has not been done. 
It does not by a large amount pay its ordinary annual ex- 
penses. The Legislature is frequently called upon to make 
appropriations to pay the current expenses, besides the large 
sums annually required for ropes, for repairs of engines, for 
building and supporting the pubUc work-shops, and occasion- 
ally an appropriation of $100,000 to buy engines. This con- 
stant drain upon the Treasury is like a leak in a gallant ship, 
though not calculated from its extent to create sudden alarm, 
yet being uninterrupted and perpetual, will be found suffi- 
cient to sink the proudest ship that floats upon the ocean. 

The sale of the bank stock, should it bring nothing more 



of intelligence, to which the people of Pennsylvanb have 
attained, the Executive, and all other pnUic fbnctioDaiies 
will find, that a rigid, honest, and fearieas diachaige of doty, 
18 the only surs conservator of popularity. 

The depth to which we have been sunk in the mire of 
financial difficulties having been pointed out cleariy, let ua 
go to woik vigourously to extricate ourselTeB. And in aU 
our future leg^alion, let us not again rely, for the payment 
of any debt we may create, upon any promise, however spe- 
cious, which has proven itself to be faHaciooa. Years may 
pass before we can gather from our pubfic works sufficient 
revenue to pay the interest upon the money expended in 
their construction. Let not an additional dollar of state stock 
be created, to be thrown into foreign markets, and sold at a 
depreciated value. Whenever a debt shnll hereafter be made, 
let the Legislature provide at once for its extinguishment* in 
principal and interest, by a tax upon the people. Thus th« 
tax gatherer will continually advise the people of the condi- 
tion of the public debt, and they can always know whither 
they are going, and may choose their own point at which to 
stop. They can then never a^in be precipitated into a debt 
of $34,00U,000, without, during the whole period of its cre- 
ation, being made clearly acquainted with the pr og re s s the 
state was making, with fearfully rapid strides, to a condition 
of financial prostration, which, ,if not arrested, would soon 
bring us into a situation from which recovery would be 
hopeless. 



N. E. Boundary Correspondence, 

JIfr, Fox to Mr. Fort^ih. 

WASBiSGToVyMarch 13, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty's Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, has been instrocted 
by his Government to make the following communication to 
the Secretary of State of the United States, in reference to 
the boundary negotiation, and the afiairs of the disputed ter- 
ritory. 

Her Majesty's Government have had under their con- 
sideration the official note addressed to the undeiagned by 
the Secretary of State of the United States, on the t?4th of 
last December, in reply to a note from the undersigned of 
the 2d of November preceding, in which the undersigned 
protested, in the name of his government, against the exten- 
sive system of aggression pursued by the people of the State 
of Maine, within the disputed territory, to the prejudice of 



the rights of Great Britain, and in manifest violation of the 
than its par value, will amount to $2,108,700 ; which I provisional agreements entered intu between the authorities 
sum will be increased, by the sale of the locomotives, and ; of the two countries at the beginning of the last year. 



other property coiinected with the motive power on the state 
railroads, amounting, in all purposes, to $2,250,009, within 
which sum the appropriations and expenditure of the present 
session, in the opinion of the committee, should be confined. 
With a debt of $34,000,000, and a deficit of revenue of 
$1,087,743 63, to pay interest, it is not at all surprising that 
the credit of the state, driven, as it has been, far beyond tlie 
point of prudent or safe adventure, should be exhausted and 
broken down. In this condition of things, it is time for ihc 
representatives of the people to pause, and to sufl'er no force 
of circumstances to induce them to pass laws appropriating 
money they do not possess. Let the state recover from her 
present embarrassments. Let one year pass without throw- 
ing into the foreign money markets certificates of Pennsyl- 
vania loans, which, accox^ing to a late circular of a foreign 
banker are already gorged with such certificates. 

Should the bill recommended in the foregoing part of this 
report, for the increase of the revenue, become a law, and bo 
found sufficiently productive to have the effect of restoring 
confidence, and placing the credit of the state upon a solid 
basis, we may find ourselves able to borrow upon good terms. 
We now fully see the extent of ttie clnims against the state. 
The present Executive has, with a manly energy, woithy of 
ell praise, laid bare to the eyes of the people the startling 
picture, and has ventured, replying upon the intelligence of 
the people of Pecmsylvania, to point to taxation as a means 
of escape from our difficulties. In the present advanced state 



Her Majesty's Government have also had their attention 
directed to the public message transmitted by the Govemcv 
of Maine to the Legislature of the state, on the 5d of Janu- 
ary of the present year. 

Upon a consideration of the statements contained in iheaa 
two official documents, her Majesty's Government regret to 
find that tlie principal acts of encroachment which were de- 
nounced and complained of on the part of Great Britain, so 
far from being eitlier disproved, or discontinued, or satisfiio- 
torily explained by the authorities of the State of Maine, are, 
on the contrary, persisted in, and publicly avowed. 

Her Majesty's Government havo consequently instnicted 
the undersigned once more formally to protest against those 
acts of encroachment and aggression. 

Her Majesty's Government claim and expect from the 
good faith of the government of the United States, that the 
people of Maine shall replace themselves in the situation in 
which they stood before the agreements of last year were 
signed — ^that they shall therefore retire from the valley of the 
St John, and confine themselves to the valley of the Aroos- 
took; that they shall occupy that valley in a temporary 
manner only, for the purpose as agreed upon, of f reventing 
depredations ; end that they shall not construct fortificationa, 
nor make roads or permanent settlements. 

Until this be done by the people of the State of Maine, 
and so long as that people shall persist in the preaent system 
of aggression, her Majesty's Government will feel it their 
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duty to make luch militiiTy arrangements as may be required 
for the protection of her Majesty's rights. And her Ma- 
jasty's government deem it right to declare that if the result 
of the urijustifiable proceedings of the State of Maine should 
be collision between her Majesty's troops and the people of 
the state, the responsibility of all the consaqnences that may 
ensoe therefrom, be they what they may, will rest with the 
people and government of the United States. 

The undersigned has been instructed to add to this conir 
monication, that her Majesty's government are only waiting 
for the detailed report of the British commissioners recently 
employed to survey the disputed territory, which report, it 
was believed, would be completed and delivered to her Ma- 
jesty's government by the end of the present Aonth, in order 
to transmit to the government of the United States a reply 
to their last proposal upon the eubject of the boundary ne- 
gotiation. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew 
to the Secretary of State of the United States the assuivnce 
of his distinguished consideration. H. S. FOX. 

Hon. John Forayth, dec 

Mr, Forsyth to Mr, Fox, 



DEPARTMKirT OP StATB, 7 

Washington, March 25, 1840. > 

The undersigned. Secretary of State of the United States, ac- 
knowledges to have received Mr. Fox's communication of the 
13 th inst, in reference to the boundary negotiation and the 
afiain of the disputed territory. The information given in j Brunswick In the possession of the Madawatska settlements, 



As Mr. Fox had no authority to make any agreement ra^ 
specttng the eiereise of jurisdiction over the disputed terri- 
tory, that between him and the undersigned, of the 37tfa of 
February, 1 8S9, had for its object some provisional arrange- 
ment for tho restoration and preservation of peace in Sie 
Territory. To accoroplbh thia object, it provided that her 
Majesty ^8 oflBcere should not seek to expel, by military Ibree, 
the armed party which had been sent by Maine into the dia» 
trict bordering on the Restook river ; and that on the other 
hand, the Government of Maine would voluntarily, and with- 
out needless delay, withdraw beyond the bounds of the dis- 
puted territory any armed force then within them. Besides 
this, the arrangement had other objects — the dispersion of 
notorious trespassers, and the protection of public property 
from depredation. In case future necenity should arise for 
this, the operation was to be conducted by concert, jointly or 
separately, accord inp: to agreement between the Government 
of Maine and New Brunswick. 

In this last mentioned respect, the agreement looked to 
some fuither arrangement between Maine and New Brans* 
wick. Through the agency of General Scott, one was ag^reed 
to, on the 23d and 26th of March following, by which Sir 
John Harvey bound himself not to seek, without renewed 
instructions to that effect from his Government, to take mili- 
tary possession of the Territory, or to repel from it by mili- 
tary force the armed civil posse, or the troops of Maine. On 
the part of Maine, it was agreed by her Governor that no 
attempt should be made without renewed instructions from 
the Legislature, to disturb by arms the province of New 



the dosing part of it, that a reply to the last proposition of 
the United Stales upon the subject of the boundary may be 
expected in a short time, is highly gretifying to the President, 
who has, however, given directions to the undersigned in 
making this acknowledgment, to accompany it with the ex- 



or interrupt the usual communications between that and the 
upper provincea. As to possession and jurisdiction, they 
were to remain unchanged, each party holding, in fact, pos- 
session of part of the disputed Territory, but each denying 
the right of the other to do so. With that understanding, 



pression of his profound regret that Mr. Fox's^note is in no Maine was, without unnecesiiary delay, to withdraw her mill- 



other respect satisfactory. 



tary foree, leaving only, under a land agent, a small civil 



After the arrangements which, in the beginning of last ; posse, armed or unarmed, to protect the timber recently cat. 



year, were entered into on the part of the two Governments 
with regard to the occupation of the disputed territory, the 
President had indulged the hope that the causes of irritation 
which had grown out of this branch of the subject could 
have been removed. Relying on the disposition of Maine to 
co-operate with the Federal Government in all that could 
lead to a pacific adjustment of the principal question, the 
Presulent felt confident that his determination to maintain 
order and peace on the border would be fully carri^ out He 
looked upon all apprehensions of designs by the people of 
Maine to take possession of the territory, as vrithout adequate 
foundation ; deeming it improbable that on the eve of an 
ftmicaMe adjustment of the question, any portion of the 
American people would, without cause and without object, 
jeopard the success of the negotiation and endanger the 
peace of the country. A troublesome, irritating, and com- 
paratively unimportant, because subordinate, subject, being 
thus disposed of, the President hoped that the parties would 
be left free at once to discuss and finally adjust the principal 
question. In this he has been disappointed. 'While the 
proceedings of her Majesty's Government at home, have 
been attended with unlooked for delays, its attention has 
been diverted from the great subject in controversy by repeat- 
ed o^mplaints, imputing to a portion of the people of the 
United States designs to violate the engagements of their 
(Government ; designs which have never been entertained 
and which Mr. Fox knows woidd receive no countenance 
from this Government. 

It is to be regretted that at this late hour, so much misap- 
prehension still exists on the side of the British Government, 
as to the obJ3ct and obvious meaning of the existing arrange- 
ments respecting the disputed territory. The ill success which 
appears to have attended the eflbrts made by the undersigned to 
convey, through Mr. Pox to her Majesty's Government, more 
correct impressions respecting them, calls for a recurrence to 
the subject, and a brief review of the correspondence which 
has grown out of it, may tend to remove the orroneous views 
vrhieh prevail, as to the manner in which the terms of the 
arrangements referred to have lieen observed. 



and to prevent further depredations. 

In the complaints of infractions of the agreements of the 
State of Maine, addressed to the undenigned, Mr. Fox has 
assumed two positions, which are not authorized by the 
terms of those agreements :^st, admitting the right of Maine 
to maintain a civil posse in the disputed territory foi the pur- 
poses stated in the agreement, he does so with the restriction 
that the action of the posse was to be confined within oer^ 
tain limits; and 3d, by making the advance of the Maine 
posse into the valley of the Upper St. John, the ground 
of his complaint of encroachment from the Madawaska set* 
tlement he assumes to extend the limits of that settlement 
beyond those it occupied at the.date of the agreement. 

The United States cannot acquiesce in either of these po- 
sitions. 

In the first place, nothing ia found in the agreement sub- 
scribed to by Governor Fairfield and Sir John Harvey, de- 
fining any limits in the disputed territory vrithin whieh 
the operations of the civil posse of Maine were to be cireum- 
scribed. The task of preserving the timber recently cat, and 
of preventing further depredations -within the ditputed ter* 
ritory, was assigned to die State of Maine after her militaiy 
force should have been withdrawn from it : and it was to be 
accomplished by a civil posse, armed or unarmed, which was 
to continue in the territory, and to operate in every part of 
it where its agency might bo required to protect the timber 
already cut, and prevent further depredations, without any 
limitation whatever, or any restrictions, except such as might 
be constraevl into an attempt to disturb by arms the Province 
of New Brunswick in her possession of the Madawaska 
settlement or interrupt the usual communication between the 
Provinces. It is thus in the exereise of a legitimate right, 
and in the conscientious discharge of an obligation impoesd 
upon her by a solemn compact, that the State of Maine has 
done those acts which have given riite to complaints frr whieh 
no adequate cause is perceived. The undenigned fi^els con- 
fident that when those acts shall have been considered by 
her Msjesty's Government at home, as explained in bis note 
to Mr. FoX; of the 24th of December laat, and m connexion 
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with the foregoing remariu, they ^ill no longer be viewed as 
calcolated to excite the apprehensions of her Majesty's Go- 
vernment that the faith of existing arrangements is to be 
broken on the part of the United States. 

With regard to the eecond position assumed by Mr. Fox, 
that the advance of the Maine posse along the valley of the 
Restook to the mouth of Fish River, and into the valley of 
the Upper 8l John, is at variance with the terms and spirit 
of the agreement^'-the undersigned must observe that if at 
variance with any of their provisions, it could only be with 
those which secure her Majesty *s Province of New Brunb- 
wick again^ any attempt todt.stuib the possession of the .Mad> 
Bwaska settlement, and to interrupt the usual communications 
between New Brunswick and the Upper Provinces. The 
agreement could only have reference to the Madawaska set- 
tlements as confined within their actual limits at the time it 
was subscribed. The under»igned, in bis note of the 24 th 
of December last, stated the reni^ons why the mouth of Fish 
River and the portion of the valley of the St. Jdin through 
which it pass'^s, could in no proper sense be considered as 
embraced in the Madawaska settlements. 

Were the United iStates to admit the pretension set up on 
the part of Great Britain, to give to the Madawaska settle- 
menta a degree of constructive extension that might, at this 
time, suit the purposes of her Majesty*s colonial authorities, 
those settlements might soon be made, with like justice, to 
embrace any portions of the disputed territory ; and the right 
given to the Province of New Brunswick to occupy them 
temporarily and for a special purpose might, by inference 
qaite as plausible, give the jurisdiction exercised by her Ma- 
jesty's authorities an extent which would render the present 
state of the question, so long as it could be maintained, equi- 
valent to a decision on the merits of the whole controversy 
in fiivor of Great Britain. If the small settlement at Mada- 
waska on the north side of the St Johns, means the whole 
valley of that river— if a boom across the FiJi river, and a 
■tition of a small posae on the south side of the St. Johns at 
the mouth of Fish River is a disturbance of that settlement, 
which is twenty-five miles below, within the meaning of the 
agreoinent, it is difficuli to conceive that there are any limita- 
tions to the pretensions of her Majesty*s Government onder 
it» or how the State ot Maine could exercise the preventive 
power with regard to trespassers, which was, on her part, the 
great object of her temporary arrangement The movements 
of British troops, lately witnessed in the disputed territoiy, 
and the erection of military works for their protection and 
eceommodation, of which authentic infonnation, recently 
arrived at the Department of States has been communicated 
to Mr. Fox, impart a still graver aspect to the matter imme- 
diately under consideration. The fact of thoae military ope- 
rations establi she d beyond a doubt, left unexplained, or unsat- 
isfaetority accounted for, by Mr. Fox's note of the 7th instant, 
continues an abiding cause of complaint on the pert of the 
Uaitad States aga|nat her Majesty's colonial agents, as incon- 
•btent with anrangements whose main object was to divest a 
question, already sufficiently perplexed and complicated, from 
auch embarraasments as those with which the proceedings of 
the British authorities cannot fail to surround it 

I^ as Mr. Fox must admit the objects of the late agree- 
ments were the removal of all military force and the preset^ 
vation of the property from further spoliations, leaving the 
possession and jurisdiction as they stood before the State of 
Maine found itself compelled to act against the trespassers, 
the President cannot but consider that the conduct of the 
American local authorities strongly and most favourably con- 
trasts with that of the colonial authorities of her Majesty's 
Goverament While the one, promptly withdrawing its 
military foroe, has confined itself to the use of Uie small posse, 
armed as agreed upon, and has done i^o act not necessary to 
the accomplishment of the conventional objects, every mena- 
ura taken or indicated by the other partyv is easentially mili- 
tary in its character, and can be justified only by a well 
founded apprehension that hostilities must ensue. 

With such feelings and convictions, the President could 
not see, without painful surprise the attempt of Mr. Fox, un- 
4ar instmctions from hia government, to give to the existing 
«|ate of things a character not warranted by the inendly dis* 



position of the United States or the conduct of the authorities 
and people of Maine— much is he surprised to find it allegetl 
as a ground for strengthing a military force and preparing 
for a hostile oolliaion with the unarmed inhabitants of a 
friendly State, pursuing within their own borders, their 
peaceful occupations, or exerting themselves in compliance 
with their agreements to protect the property in dispute fioia 
unauthorized spoUaUon. 

The President wishes that he could dispel the fear that 
those dark forebodings can be realized. Unless her Majcsty'a 
Government shall forthwith arrest all military interiernioe in 
the question — unless it shall apply to the subject more de- 
termined efforts than have hitherto been made to bring the 
dispute to a certain and pacific adjustment, the misfortunes 
predicted by Mr. Fox, in the name of his government, may 
most unfortunately happen. But no apprehension of the 
consequences alluded to by Mr. Fox can be permitted to di- 
vert the government and people of the United States iroui the 
performance of their duty to the State of Maine. That duty 
is as simple as it is imperative. The construction wliioh ui 
given by her to the treaty of 1783 has been again and again, 
and in the most solemn manner, asserted also by the Federal 
Government, and must be maintained, unless Maine freely 
consents to a new boundary, or unless that construction of 
the treaty is found to be erroneous by the decision of a dis- 
interested and independent tribunal, selected by the parties 
for its final adjustment The President, on assuming the 
duties of his station, avowed his determination, all other 
means of negotiation failing, to submit a proposition to the 
Government of Great Britain to refer the decision of the 
question once more to a third party. 

In the subsequent steps which have been taken upon the 
subject by his direction, he has been actuated by the same 
spirit M either his dispoeition in the matter, nor his opinion 
as to the propriety of that course, has undergone any changeb 
Should the fplfilment of his wishes be defeated either by an 
unwillingness on the part of her Majesty's Government t» 
meet the offer of the United States in the spirit in which it 
is made, or from adverse circumstances of any description, 
the Prestdeat will, in any event, derive great satisfaction from 
the consciousness that no cfibrt on his part has been spared 
to bring the question to an amicable condusioo, and that 
there has been nothing in the conduct either of the Govern- 
ment and people of the United States, or of the State of 
Maine, to justify ihe employiuent of her Majesty's foicea aa 
indicated by Mr. Fox's letter. The President cannot, under 
such circumstances, apprehend that the responsihiliiy for any 
consequences which may unhappily ensue, will, by the judg- 
ment of an impartial world, be imputed to the tfnited States. 

The undersigned avails himself, dte. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the Hon. H.8. Fox, &c. 

Mr. Fox to Mr, Foroyth, 

WAS:iiKOTOir, March 26, 1840. 

The undersigned, her Britannic Majesty's Envoy Eitra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, has had the honour to 
receive the official note of yesterday's date, addressed to him 
by Mr. Forsyth, Secretary of State of the United Statsa, in 
reply to a note d%ted the 13th inst, wherein the undeisigned, 
in conformity with instructions received from his goveni- 
ment, had anew formally protested against the acts of en- 
croachment and aggression which are still persisted in Uj 
armed bands in the employment of the State of Maine with- 
in certain portions of the disputed territory. 

It will be the duty of the undersigned immediately to trans- 
mit Mr. Forsyth^s note to her Majesty's Government in 
England ; and until the statements and propositiona which 
it contains shall have received the due consideration of her 
Majesty's Government, the under>igned will not deem it right 
tQ add any further reply thereto excepting to refer to, and to 
repeat, as he now formally and distinctly does, the several 
declarations which it has from time to time been his duty to 
make to the Government of the United States with reforenoe 
to the existing posture of afiairs in the disputed territory, and 
to record his opinion, that an inflexible adherence to the ret- 
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olutions that have been announced by her Majesty's Gov- 
ern mcnt, for the defence of her Majesty's righto pending the 
negotiation of the boandary qnestion, offers to her Majesty's 
Government the only means of protecting those rights from 
being in a continually aggravated manner encroached upon 
and violated. 

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew 
to the Secretary of State of the United States the assurance 
of his distinguished consideration. H. 8. FOX. 

The Hon. JdBK FoRSTTU, &c. 

Appointments bycne President, 

By and with the advice and content of the Senate. 

Calvin Ulythct Collector of the Customs for the District 
of PhiladelphiSi vice George Wolf, deceased. 

Harmanus Bteecker, of New York, tn be Charge d' Af- 
faires of the United States to the Netherlands. 

George H. Flood* of Ohio, to be Charge d' Affaires of 
the United States to the Republic of Texas, in the place of 
Alcee Ijahranche, resigned. 

Henry Ledyard, of New York, to be Secretary of the 
Legation of the United States at Paris. 

Horace C. Cammack, to be Treasurer of the Branch 
Mint of the United States at New Orleans. 

Joseph M. Kennedy, to be Superintendent of the Branch 
Mint of the United States at New Orleons. 

John L. Riddel, to be Melter and Refiner at the same 
Mint 

Philos D. Tyler, to be Coiner at the same Mint. 

Samuel Mc Huberts, of Illinois, to be Solicitor of the 
General Land Office, in the place of Matthew Birchard. 
appointed Solicitor of the Treasury. 

James S. Green, to be Attorney of the United States for 
the District of iVew Jersey, for the term of four years, from 
the 13th day of January, 1840, when his former commis- 
aion expired. 

John K. Bacon, of New York, to be Consul of the Uni- 
ted States at Nassau, in the Island of New Providence, in 
the place of George Huyler. 

James L. Edwards, to be Commissioner of Pensions. 

Lead Ore on Kickapoo Creek, — We learn that during 
the present week, Mr. 1j. C. Chamberiin has foond on his 
farm, on Kickapoo creek, several pieces of lead, of a very 
superior quality. Some gentlemen who have examined it, 
think it more pure than any specimens of the same metal 
feand about Galena. The action of the frost of the past 
winter, together with the late freshet, forced out the lead from 
the side of the bluff*, in which it is judged, from present ap- 
pearances, is a vein of considerable extent. 

P. S. Since putting the foregoing in typo wo have received 
Irom Mr. Chamberiin a lamp of the discoveied mineral, 
weighing 4 or 5 lbs. It is indeed a beautiful specimen. Mr. 
C. informs us that the frost has prevented his making any 
snboequent examinations, bat that he will do so as soon as 
the weather will permit 

The Harrisburg Chronicle of M ednesday notices the 
unttsQAl circttmstanoe of arks and raAs of lumber having 
paswd down tho Suaquebanna in great numbers, at as ear- 
ly a period of the year as the beginning of MarcJi. 

Where are the Saifortl — Seamen continue very scarce. 
Twenty to twenty-five dollars per month aro paid to sailors, 
to go " by the run" hence to Mobile. A scarcity like the 
present has not been known since the last war. Where 
are the sailors T — JWv York Herald. 

MortQjtity of Mobile. — ^From tho Sexton's Book, we 
find the total intermento in the city grave-yanl during the 
past year to be 998. The monthly intermento were as follows : 

July 61 

August 149 

September, STB 

October, 124 

November, . • • , 68 

December 36 

Mobile JoumnL | 



January, 29 

February, ?6 

March, 26 

April, 40 

May, 44 

June, .....39 



Maotachttoettt and Rhode JtlamL — ^Thc Supreme Court 
of the United States have rendered a judgment in the case 
of Rhode Island against Massachusetts, in which the juris- 
diction of a large portion of our territory along the southern 
frontier is disputed. New pleadings were ordered in the 
case. We learn that three of the tteven Judges present wera 
of opinion that the plea of Massachusetts, as it stood, was a 
good and complete bar against the Plaintiff's right of action. 
A majority, however, thought the Plaintiff's Bill of Com- 
plaint not sufficiently answere«] by the plea, and for this 
technical objection ordered a repleader. I^hc merito of the 
controversy were not, therefore, directly in issue From the 
reasoning of the Court, especially of Judge McLean, who 
delivered a most elaborate and eloquent opinion for himself 
and Judge Barbour, dissenting from the order of the majority 
of the Judges, and also, of Judge Catron, likewise dissent- 
ing, it may be inferred that there is perfect safety to ouf 
Stote. The opinion of the majority, Taney, Thompson, 
Baldwin, and Woyne, was confined entirely to the form 
of the pleadings, and did not intimate, as others did, what 
might be their final judgment. In other words, the minori* 
ty thought theplaintinr's had no case, upon their own show 
ing, while tho majority held, that the matter of complaint 
was hot BuffSciently replied to, by the form of the piea.~- 
Tho cause stands over to tho next term. 

^'ational ,4Egit, 



Boundary 7>««/>ti/e.— Illinois and Wisconsin are in a 
dispute concerning the boundary line between them.— 
Wisconsin claims that the true boundary is marked by a 
line drawn due Wet>t from the Southerly point or bend of 
Lake Michigan, in lat. 41,37; while Illinois claims as far 
North as 42,3;;. The difficulty seems to have arisen from 
the language of different Acta of Congress, in which the 
Southern bend of Lako Michigan and the latitude of 42,30 
are spoken of as being identical, while in fact they are not. 
According to the ordinary maps now in use, Chicago is 
within the territory claimed by Wisconsin. 

A Strange flews' Carrier. — A friend, lately arrived from 
sea, has furnished us with the following interesting informa* 
tion, copied from a ship{)ing report at i'X Helena ; 

*'The brig Memnon, belonging to Nantz, when off Cape 
Good Hope, caught an Albatross, having a ribimn around 
ito neck, with a quill, sealed at both ends, containing a slip 
of paper with the following words, viz : * Ship Leonidas, of 
Salem, bound to New Zealand, 74 days out, latitude 40 
South, longitude 26 East' " 

Tho Leonidas, Eagleston, master, sailed from this port 
on the 9th of August lost and this is the first intelligence 
from her. — Estex Beg'ioter, 



Great Natural Cttrio«*iy.— We were shown this morn- 
ing, a Horned Frog, Agama Comuta, found on Red Riv- 
er, on the Prairies. It was token in June, 1839, and has 
lived witliout nourishment ever since, save a drop of water 
poured tietween ito horns now and then. 

It has a beautifully variegated coat, and is about 3 to 4 
inches long and 2 inches wide. 

It is a present from the Secretoiy of War to a seieatific 
gentleman of this city.— Charleston Patriot. 

The Whale Fithery.^^Theoxdy vessels about to prooeed 
from this port ibr the northern whale fishery this season an, 
the Abraham, Comet, Swan, and Truelove. The ElUson 
and Doncombe, which were out last year, are not going. — 
It seems from this, thatthis trade,' which once engaged neaf- 
iy seventy ships from Hull, is now all but abandoned.— 
Had it been so earlier, it would have been all tho better fat 
tho prosperity of the port.— Ifti// Oboerver. 



Decline in the Value of Meal JElt/a/e.— Eight loto, situ- 
ated in Tehoupitoulas street, adjoining Julia street, with the 
appurtenances thereunto belonging, sold yesterday iiKtha 
St Louis Exchange for $6,000. A few y^afs since the 
same property brought #26,000.— JV>w Orleant Pic. 
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Keport 

Of the Secretary o/the Treaturyretpeclinff PubUc Landt. 

Gkvkhal LA?fii Office, ) 
March 2 >, 1840. \ 

Sir : — I have the honour to communicate herewith, a state- 
ment, mnrkctl A, containing the information called for by tho 
words of the resolution of tho S:!cnate, adopted on the ICth 
instant, as follows : 

*' Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate, as early as practicable, the original 
quantity of public lands in each of the States of Ohio, India- 
na, Illinois, and Missouri ; how many acres have been sold 
in each of those Stales, and the amount of the two per cent 
fund which has accrued on the neti amount of said sales up 
to the latest returns ; and, also, the total quantity of public 
land which remains unsold in said several States ; and, also, 
the quantity of land sold and patented in each State." 

The information aJTorded by the statement A u that which 
is literally called for by the resolution : but having received 
tome verbal explanations of the extent to which the inform- 
ation is desired, I deem it proper to submit, in connexion 
with the foregoing, the exhibit marked B. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

JA8. WHITCOMB, 

Commissioner. 

Hon. Levi Woonnunr, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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B. 
Exhihii of the quatUity of public land in earh oftheetatee 
of Ohio, Indiana, BHnoie, and Mieoouri^eold eubeegtieni 
to their admioiion into the Union, and now remaining 
to be told, on which the tvo per cent, fund hat accrued, 
and it liable to accrue. 

Acres. 

Ohio, 18.904,366.02 

Indiana, 18,^86,863.26 



Acres. 

IllinoU 29,973^47.24 

Missouri, 37,795,040.58 

Total, 98,953.595.09 

General Land Office, March 20, 1S40. 



Besolntions of the Eiegislaturc off WLj% 

Adverse to ceding the public lands to the States in which 
they lie, and in favor of the distribution of the pcoeeeda 
of the sales of said lands among all the States, ice 
Whereas, the Legislature of Kentucky hss seen thatm 
yvroposition is now pending before the Congress of the 
IJnited States, to ccile, by net of Congress, the public lands 
to the several States in which they lie, the Legislature of 
Kentucky feels itself called upon to express its dissent to 
such a measure, or any other that cither cedes such lands to 
the States in which they lie, or eppropriates ihcm to any use, 
except such as will result in the general hcncrit and wel&re 
of the whole of these Unitcil Suites. The lands conveyed 
to Congress by tho State of Virginia, were conveyed, in 
trust, for the benefit of all .the Slates, and were conquered 
from the Crown of Great Britain, by the common struggle 
and treasure of all the States, as were all other lands ac- 
quired in the revolutionary war. Those acquired since, 
have been acquired by the common treasure of the whole 
of tho States, and are held by ('ongrcss in like tnist, for all 
the States ; and having been so obtained, and so held, ought 
not to bo relied on as a fund for the payment of the ordi- 
nary expenses of the National Governipent, and thus dissi- 
pated without any lai^ting or permanent benefit resulting to 
those by whose blood and treasurv they were acquired i~~ 
Therefore, 

1 . Be it resolved by the General Attcmbly of the Comr 
monroeahh of Kentucky, That the public lands of the Uni- 
ted States are not, of right, the property of the particular 
States in which they lie, nor that of the people of such 
States; and therefore the Congress of the United State* 
ought not to cede such lands to such States, or any of them, 
or to appropriate such lands for any purpose whatever, bat 
in behalf and for the benefit of the people of o/^ the States. 

2. Hetolved, That the national debt being now paid o^ 
all moneys arising from the sales of the public lands, aAer 
defraying the expenses incident to the sales, ought to be dis- 
tributed among the several States according to the federal 
numbers of each State. 

o. Retolvcd, That a copy of tho foregoing preamble and 
resolutions be forwarded by the Governor to our Senators 
and Representatives in Congress; and that our jScna tors be 
instructed, and our Representatives requested, to resist with 
ail their energies, and to enter their solemn protest against 
any measure by which the public lands are to be translerred 
to ;ho particular States in which they lie, or any appropria- 
tion made of them, except for the general benefit of the 
whole of the United States. 

4. Hetolred, That a copy of this preamble and resolu- 
tions be forwarded by the Governor to the President and 
Vice President of the United States, and also to the Gover- 
nors of each of the other States in the United States, with 
a request that they should lay them before the respective 
Legislatures of the said States. Jonx L. Hblx, 

Speaker of the House of Representati^ 
SjkMUEL Haxsox, 

Speaker of the Senate. 
Approved February 12, 1840. 

CiiA&x.saA. WicKum. 
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Sixlli Annual Report 

0/ the Superintendent of Common Schoolit of the Com' 
monvnalth of Penmytvania. 

To (he Senate nnd House of Representatives of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

General education by means of commnn schools, is one of 
the invaluable improvements of modem times. Its effects 
upon the condition of man, are as yet, but imperfectly de- 
veloped. Its tendencies are so directly towards the elevation 
of bis moral and intellectual faculties, that no rational doubt 
remains of its capacity, and its power, to eflect a revolution, 
by which the rank and dignity of human nature will be vin- 
dicated, human rights be established, and the broadest and 
deepest foundations laid, for the security of the peace, happi- 
ness and prosperity of the world. Most of the powerful 
monarchies in Europe, urged on by a power which ihey can- 
not resist, are now engaged in providing the means of edu- 
cation for all their children ; and advances in this career of 
true greatness have been made by some of them, which 
equals, if they 4o not outstrip, the progress made in the same 
cause in these republican states. In giving impulse to this 
onward march of the human mind, there may be rivalry, but 
there can be no jealousy. The development of the physical, 
moral and intellectual faculties, of the people of Norway or 
of Switzerland, is regarded with the same complacency, by 
the philanthropist in America, engaged in promoting the 
cause of universal education, as a similar event in his own 
■tale. The education of the whole race is his object, and 
every portion in which the great and good work progresses, 
leMcns the amount of the labour yet to be performed, and 
hastens the period when his hopes will be realized. 

The laws and reguhdons of the various states and coun- 
tries, in which systems of rommqn school education have 
been adopted, vary in detail ; the general object of all, is 
education of the physical powers, and of the moral and intel- 
lectual feculties. The means whereby this education u 
eflected, are Infant Schools, Primary Schools, Secondary 
Schools and Superior Schools. It wiU be shown, hereafter, 
that the Pennsylvania system of education, contemplates the 
■coomplbhment of the same general purpooes, by the same 
general means, as those of other states and countries. We 
have not yet had time to mature our system. It must not 
be forgotten, that the fint operative law of this state, for es- 
tablishing a general system of education, by common schools, 
was pasaed on the 1st of April 1634, less than six years ago. 
The vast progress that has been made, in this short period, I 
will appear hereafter; it gives ample a«oranoe that eventu- 
ally and at no distant day, common school education will be 
placed within the roach of every child in the Commonwealth. 

The adoption of this system, may be ascribed partly to the 
injonction of the constitution, partly to the energy of the 
Chief Magiatrata, but it must be admitted, that the example 
of aister states, and other countries, exerted a powerfbl in- 
floenoe upon the councils of Pennsylvania, in 1884. The 
•dvantagea of general education are so direct, positive and 
apparent, in atatea and communities, as to impel those which 
an in the rear, to cloae up with those who, in this onward 
march to true greatness, are in advance of them. The same 
jostiee to his ofispring. which prompts the father of a family, 
to provide for the equal education of his children, in order to 
qualify them for the honourable discharge of the duties of 
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life, in a community distinguished for moral excellence and 
intellectual cultivation, urges a state to provide the means of 
education, which will place her population in an equal rank 
with that which has been cultivated with the greatest care ; 
hence to the higli obligations which rest upoii individuals, 
communities and states, to develop the physical powers and 
the moral and intellectual faculties of their youth, are added 
the principles of those which surround them, giving irre* 
eistihle force to these obligations. 

Under our system, as has been already stated, and as will 
more fully appear hercafler, great advances have been made 
in the establishment oU and effectual aid has been given to, 
primary or common schools. Appropriations have also been 
made to secondary and superior schools; in applying theae 
general terms, so aptly dewriptive of a well organized sys- 
tem of general education, the schools established by dirccton 
in the several districts fall under the general denomination of 
primsry or common schools. Our female seminaries and 
county academies, are with propriety termed secondary 
schools, and our colleges, are, with equal propriety, arranged 
as superior schools. By our law, children at four years of 
age arc admitted into the primary schools; hence, although 
we have not regularly organized infant schools, in the stricter 
sense of the term, established imder the law, yet many chil- 
dren who would belong to them, if infiint schools were sepa- 
rately organized, are found in our common schools; and 
when the proper means are adopted for culii^aing their 
youthful minds, and ttieir moral feelings, and improving their 
physical powers, they receive in another form, all the sub* 
stantial benefits which are conferred by^the separate organi- 
zation of infant schools. The separate infant schools which 
are in operation in our state, are under the superintending 
care of the communities in which they are established, and 
are supported by them. They are adapted to districts in 
wliich the population is dense. These institutions are highly 
commended in some parts of Europe, as among the most ef- 
ficient means employed by the age, for the promotion of vir- 
tue and knowledge. In these infant schools the improve- 
ment of all the bodily powers and functions, forms a subject 
of particular attention, next to moral t?ducation, which em- 
braces both the animal and moral impulses. 

As already stated, the first permament provision for the 
establishment of a system of Common School education in 
Pennsylvania, was made by tlie act of April 1st, 1834, en- 
titled " An Act to establish a general System of Education 
by Common Schools." 

By this act, the city of Pbiladelpliia and each coanty in 
the Commonwealth, was erected into a school division ; and 
eveiy waid, township, and borough in the state, was erected 
into a school district ; and each district was to contain a com- 
petent number of common schools, for the education of every 
child within its limtla. 

Provision waa made for the election of six dirrctora in each 
district : for their organization, the choice of officers, and of 
a delegate to a county convention, to be held annually, at the 
county court-house, in each di^'ision, to consist of the said 
delegates and the county commissionen. This convention 
was authorized to determine the question whether or not a 
tax should be levied, for the expenditure of each district ; 
not to be less in amount than double the funds to be 
furnished out of the treasury of the Commonwealth. De- 
tailed provisions were made in cases where a majoriry of the 
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Convention voted against an appropriation for common 
schools ; for the adoption of the system in districta whose 
delegates voted in the affirmative, and for the payment to 
them of the state appropriation ; also for the continuance in 
force of the acts of Assembly for the education of the poor 
gratis, in the divisions or districts, opposed to the adoption 
of common schools. Meetings of the people in each accept- 
ing district were afierwards to be held, to decide whether they 
would raise, for the current year, a sum in addition to that 
determined on at the coun^ convention, to be applied in aid 
of the common schools of the district. Provision was made 
for tlie collection of the school tax, and the directors of each 
district were required to determine upon the number of schools 
to be opened, to provide school-bouses, to appoint capable 
teachers at Uberal salaries, to pay the expenses, and have the 
general superintendence of the schools. They were also au- 
thorized to connect instruction in the mechanic arta, and in 
agricultural pursuits, with intellectual and moral instruction. 

They were directed to visit every school at least once in 
every month, and to make a detailed report of the number of 
scholars, their studies, the number of months taught, the 
salaries and qualifications of teachexa, &c to the district in- 
spectors. Two inspectors for each district were to be ap- 
pointed annually, by the several courts of Quarter Sessions, 
who w^ere required to visit every school, at least quarterly, 
and to inquire into the moral character, learning and ability 
of the several teachers; and to examine persons wishing to 
be employed as teachers, and if found qualified, to give cer- 
tificates to that effect, to be valid for one year. A general 
meeting of all the inspectors in a division was authorized, for 
the purpose of adopting rules for the examination of teachers, 
forms of certificates, to be given to them, &c 

No certificate to be given to any teacher, unless found 
qualified to teach reading, writing and arithmetic. The in- 
spectors were required, annually, on the Ist Monday of No- 
vember, to make a detailed report of the condition of the 
schools to the Superintendent 

The Secretary of the Commonwealth was designated the 
Superintendent of all the public schools, and was required to 
make an annual report to the legislature, upon the condition 
of the Common Schools, furnish estimates and accounts of 
expenditures, plans of improvement, d:c. To prepare forms 
of district reports — to sign orders on the Treasury for the 
payment of school money, and to settle controversies in re- 
lation to the distribution of the state appropriation. 

The sum of seventy-five thousand dollars was appropriated 
for the year 1835, and the same sum annually, to4)e paid to 
the county treasurers in the several school divisions, and pro- 
vision was made for its distribution, and for the appointment 
of district treasurers, whose accounts were to bo settled in 
the same manner as accounts of other township officers. 
The supervisors of townships, and the councils of boroughs, 
were authorized to hold property necessary for the establish- 
ment and support of Common Schools. County treasurers 
were authorized to receive all school moneys from whatever 
sources they might arise, provision was made for the settle- 
ment of their accounts, and for collecting balances in their 
hands. The city and county of Philadelphia, were excluded 
from the provisions of the act, but their share of appropria- 
tions, out of the school fund, was secured. 

Under this act, the first report of the Superintendent of 
Common Schools, to the Legislature, was made on the ?nd 
of March, 1835. This report being the first, is necessarily 
imperfect in many of its details ; yet sufficient appears upon 
its face to show, that a majority of the Common School dis- 
tricts in the state, had accepted the system. 

At the next session of the Legislature, on the 15th of 
April, 1835, a supplement to the act to establiBh a general 
system of education by common schools, was possed, which 
made further provisions in relation to the assessment and 
laying of the school tax ; it abolished the office of inspector, 
and transferred the duties of inspectors to the directors 
of the districts. Further provisions were made in rela- 
tion to the proceedings of the delegate meetings and to the 
tax voted to be raised, and for continuing the acts of assembly 
providing for the education of the poor gratis, in distiicts 



where a majority of the iohabitants dedded against aocepciog 
the common school law, and for preserving the state appro- 
priation for such districts for two years. 

Under the common school law, thus amended, two reports 
of the proceedings for the year 1835, were made to the Legis- 
lature at the session of 1835-6 ; the one on the 5th Decem- 
ber, 1835, and the other on the 20th February, 1836, these 
two reports constitute the second annual report of the Sopei^ 
intendcnt From this it appears that there were in 1835, in 
the state, about 907 school districts, of which 537 had ac- 
cepted the law, and 371 had not accepted. 

On the ISth of June, 1836, an act was passed to consoli- 
date and amend the several acts relative to the general system 
of education by common schools; this act with tha supple- 
ment thereto, passed on the l?th of April, 1838, constitute 
the present common school laws of Pennsylvania ; they con- 
tain together with various amendments and additiomt, all the 
principal features of the prior acts, in relation to the duties 
to he performed, and the objects to be accomplished with this 
difference, that all the duties imposed by prior acts upon other 
agents, are by these laws concentrated upon the directora of 
the several common school districts ; each district is erected 
into a separate government for school purposes, in which the 
people and the directors appoint the agents required to earry 
into eflfect all the provisions of the common school laws. By 
the act of 13th of June, 1836, the annual state appropriation 
was increased to two hundred thousand dollars. 

By a special resolution of the 3d April, 1837, the appro- 
priation to common schools, for the year commencing in June, 
1837, was increased $500,000, ** to be applied by the several 
districts, either for buildings, repairing or purchasing school- 
houses, or for education, as they may deem best" By the 
supplement of 1838, the annual permanent appropriation, 
was increased to a sum equal to one dollar for each taxable 
citizen in the Commonwealth. 

The school law of June, 1836, provides that the school 
year shall commence on the second Monday of June, in each 
year, and that it shall be designated by the ^mto Domini in 
which it terminates; thus the school year 1837, commenced 
in June 1836, and the school year 1841 will commence in 
June next 

By these laws, school directors are not entitled to any pay 
or emolument, whatever, for their services. The proper per^ 
formance of their duties requires some of their time, and not 
a little attention, and it is frequently suggested that a small 
compensation to each, would have a beneficial cflect This 
demand is in many cases most reasonable, but no provision 
for paying it, has hitherto been made, because of (he large 
sums, a very moderate compensation to each^ director would 
abstract from the school fund. There are in the 886 acceptr 
ing districts, 5316 directors, the small sum of five dollars to 
each, would amoant to $26,580 00, and even this small sum, 
for each director, in many districts in which the funds aie 
limited, would be a serious deduction, and if the pay were 
proportioned to the amount of funds, it would in many dis- 
tricts be more than sufficient, if it were arranged so as to be 
but very moderate in small districtSL 

It may be here remarked, that a separate school law is in 
force in the city and county of Philadelphia, and that this 
report does not include the proceedings had in that division. 
The only duty of the superintendent, in relation to the city 
and county is, the payment of their share of the annual state 
appropiiation. 

The year 1834 is the period in the history of oominon 
school education in Pennsylvania, from which we date the 
commencement of a system, the capacities of which are ade- 
quate to impart the elements of a sound practical education 
to every chUd in the State. 

The following summary of the proceedings had, and of 
the expenditures made, in relation to primary schools, is pre- 
sented, to exhibit in one view, the mighty efforts whidi Inve 
been made, and the rapid advancement in the aoeomptish- 
ment of the great purposes of the law. 

Receipts of the several common school districts, since the 
commencement of the system, and the expenditures for pur- 
chasing, building) and repairing school houses. 
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Tear. 


Receipts from 
State Trea- 
sury. 


Receipts from 
school tax. 


Expenditures for 
school houses. 


In 1835, 
" 1836, 
" 1837, 
" 1838, 
« 1839, 


$29,460 33 
146,288 08 
553,286 06 
363,372 92 
316,404 92 


not ascertained. 

$207,106 37 

231,652 36 

585,787 00 

382,527 89 


not aaccrtained. 

$111,803 01 

202,230 52 

149,132 23 

161,384 06 




$1,408,812 31 


$1,206,973 62 


$624,549 81 



The whole number of common school districts in the 
State ; the number of accepting and the number of non-ac- 
cepting. 







Whole num- 


Number of Number 






ber. 


accepting, of non- 
accepting 


In the school, 


year 1836, 


907 


536 


371 


do do 


1837, 


987 


603 


384 


do do 


18.18, 


1001 


765 


236 


do do 


1839, 


1033 


840 


193 


do do 


1840, 


1050 


887 


.163 



The whole number of scholars taught in the primary 
schools, and average number of months the schools were 
open. 



In the year 1835 
do do 1836 
do do 1837 
do do 1838 
do do 1839 



Number of 
scholars. 



100,000 
139,604 
182,355 
233,719 
254,908 



Number of months 
the schools were open. 



3 months 12 days. 

4 do 3 do 
6 do 6 do* 

5 do 18 do 
5 do 8 do 



It thus appears that the whole amount re- 
ceived by the accepting districts from the 
State Treasurer in five yean is $1,408,812 31 

That the whole amount received since 
1835 by the same districts, from school 
Ui,U 1,206,978 62 



Aggregate receipts $2,615,785 93 



That the amount paid in four years for 
erecting, purchasing, renting and repaix^ 
ing school houses, is 



624,549 81 



Balance $^991,236 12 

Leaving the sum of $1,991,236 12, which has been ex- 
pended in five years under the provisions of the acts provid- 
ing for the estiiblishment of education by common schools, 
for teaching, fuel, and contingencies. 

That the number of scholars in the Common Schools, has, 
in the same period, increased from 100,000 to 254,908 and 
that the average period, during which the schools were an- 
nually kept open, has increased since 1836, from three months 
and twelve days to five months and eight days. 

These results are a most gratifying commentary upon our 
system, holding out encouragement to its friends, and 
making a strong appeal to its opponents to change their opin- 
ions. 

It is admitted that, in some districts, and under peculiar 

* The additional appropriation of $500,000, on the 13th 
of April, 1837, increased the time during which the schools 
were open in 1837 and 1838. 



circumstances, plausible objections to details have arisen; 
This can create no surprise, when the number of districts, 
the great number of public agents engaged in the administra- 
tion of the system, and its immense magnitude, are taken 
iiito consideration. 

The following shows the details of the proceedings under 
the school law, for the year ending on the 31st December 
last: 

As already stated, the whole number of school districts in 
the State, exclusive uf the city and county of Philadelphia, 
is one thousand and fifty i of which there are accepting dis« 
tricts which have receivcu for tlie year 1840, their share of 
the annual state appropriation, eight hundred and fifry-seven. 
Number of accepting districts, which have not yet received 
their share of the State appropriation, thirty. 

The whole number of accepting districts which have made 
their annual reports to tlie superintendent, as required by law, 
is, six hundi^ed and thirty-three, leaving two hundred and 
fifry-four from which no reports, for the last year, have been 
received. 

As the districts which have not yet reported, are promiscu- 
ously scattered over the State, the six hundred and thirty- 
three which have made reports, may be taken as a standard 
from which to make an estimate of the details of proceed- 
ings in non-reporting districts. This rule will approximate 
to the truth, and furnish a correct general view of the pro- 
ceedings. 

Schobh, 
The number of schools in the accepting dis- 
tricts during the year, (only 542 districts 

reported the number,) was 5,649 

The orerage number of months taught in 

these schools during the year, was 5 mo. 8 days. 

The number of schools yet required in the 

same districts, is 737 

Teacher§. 

The number of male teachers employed dur- 
ing the year, was 4,488 

The number of female teachers employed dur- 
ing the year, was 2,050 

Average salaries of the male teachers per 

month $19 39} 

Average salaries of the female teachers, per 

month $12 03 

Scholars, 

The whole number of male scholars in the 
schools during the year, was 141,124 

The whole number of female scholars in the 

schools during the year, was 113,784 

Whole number of scholars 254,908 

The whole number of scholars learning Ger- 
man, in the accepting districts, is estimated 
at 3,644 

The -average number of scholars in each 

school 41) 

The average cost of each scholar, per quarter, $1 86^ 

Funds, 

The whole amount of the State appropriation 

forl840,is $360,061 00 

Of which there was paid to the city and 

county oi Philadelphia 49,283 00 

Leavmg for 1050 districts $300,778 00 

Amount due for 1840, to 163 non-accepting 
districts 46,692 00 

State appropriation for 1840, to 887 accepU 

ingdistricts 254,086 00 

The tax assessed for school purposes in the 

887 accepting districU for 1840, is 395,918 00 

Whole amount of school frind in the ac- 
cepting districU for 1840 $650,004 00 
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School Iloutet. 

Whole number of school houses in use in 

1840 '. 6,494 

Number of school houses yet required 867 

Amount paid in 1840 for building, pur- 
chasing, renting and repairing school 
houses $161,384 06 



In a number of towns, the schools of districts are divided 
into several classes, and the children as they progress in the 
acquirement of knowledge, are adyMiced to the next higher 
BchooL 

From the reports received it appears, that, reading, writing 
and arithmetic are taught in all the primary schools of the 
State, and that, in nearly all of them, geography and gram- 
mar are tauglit in addition, and that in a goodly number, sur- 
veying, mensuration, algebra, natural philosophy, history and 
astronomy, or some of these branches are taught. 
(To be concluded in our nexi*) 

Expcrlnientt on Longitude. 

An experiment to determine the longitude of New Yoiii 
from Greenwich, by means of chronometers, has been tried 
since July, 1839, and the results have been so accurate, that 
it is deemed proper to communicate them in this way to a 
community like this, which is so much interested in the safety 
and rapidity of navigation. 

The British Government has been engaged for a number 
of years in carrying on a chain of meridian distances by 
means of chronometers, first, we believe, suggested by Dr. 
Tiarks in 1821. The general route has been from Plymouth 
to Madeira, thence to South America, and so on from p^int to 
point, by the shortest runs, until they have circumnavigated 
the globe, or surrounded it with a chain of meridian dis- 
tances, as has been done by captain Fitzroy, in H. B. M. ship 
the Beagle. It may be remarked in passing, that the error of 
CapL F*s chronometers, at the end of five yean amounted 
only to 33 seconds, or 8 1-4 miles in longitude. 

Nothing, however, has been done to determine the differ- 
ences between the North Atlantic ports in this way, owing 
to the ordinary length of the western passages, for it ought 
ip be known that Uie value of chronometer time diminishes 
according to the length of It, but it was considered a good 
opportunity to take advantage of the certainty and shortness 
of the passages of the steam ships. 

Captain Roberts, of the British Queen, having kindly 
consented to take charge of them ; four chronometers, by 
Arnold 6l Dent, were put on Board of her in July, 1839, and 
they have performed three voyages in her, and are now on 
the fourth. 

Through the prompt facilities afforded by the Collector of 
thjs port (J. Hoyt, Esq.) no delays were zpade in landing 
them ; they were taken at once to the Observatory at Brook- 
lyn, and compared ; I now give the results. 

h. m. s. h. 
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IstToyage 4. 66. 2,99^ 

2d do 4. 65. 56,97 > mean 4. 65. 

3^ do 4. 65. 53,20J 

By Mr. S. C. Walker's rcduc-"^ 

tion of the Eclipse of 1836, | 

•s observed by E. Blunt, > 4. 65. 

ffAm. Philo. Trans. Feb. 

1840." J 

Mr. E. O. Kendall's reduction of") 

the Eclipse of 1838, observed ( a 

by E. Blunt, " Am. Philoe. f 

Trans. Feb. 1840." J 

Mean of the three t 4. 66 

City Hall, west of Brooklyn Obserratoiy, 



s. 



57,72 



67,51 



66. 



1,16 

68,79 
4,34 



h. m. s. 

Longitude of City Hall, ..*•! < ^* ^^ ^^^^ 

On some future occasion, I will give you the result of Uiis 
Toyage, and at the same time make a short comparison of 
differences of longs, made at fixed observations, to show the 
Mcuracy of the above observations. G. W. D. 

•^ #ir York ^ma-ican. 



JBritith force in the Canadaa. — ^The United Service Jour- 
nal of this month, published in London, enumerates the 
British troops stationed in the Canadas, on the 1st March 
1840, as follows : 

1st Regiment Dragoon Guards. 

7th do. Hussars. 

2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards. * 

2nd do. Coldstream do. 

2nd do. 1st Foot. 

8th Regiment FooL 

11th do. do. 

23rd do. do. 

15th do. do. 

24th do. do. 

32nd do. do. 

34th do. do. 

36th do. do. 

37th do. do. 

43rd do. do. 

66th do, do. at Jamaica, ordered to America. 

65th do. do. 

66th do. do. 

67th do. do. 

69th do. do. 

71st do. do. 

73rd do. do, 

83rd do. do. •> 

85th do. do. 

93rd do. do. 

The strength of the Regiments of the Guards may be esti- 
mated at 1,000 each. 

The Regiments of Foot, of which there are twenty, are 
each 800 strong. 

This would constitute a force of about 20,000 men.-^V. 
Y, wimerican. 
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Mr. WiUiam C. Redfield, of New York, has fumisbed for 
publication the following statements relative to Steamboat ac- 
cidents. ' 

The number of miles navigated by steam vessels connect- 
ed with the port of New York, in five yean ending 31st 
Dec, 1824, was about 2,827,760, with an aggregate of 4,- 
796,000 passengcra; of whom 38, or one in 126,211, lost 
their lives. Twelve accidents occurred. 

During the five yean ending at the close of 1833, the ee> 
timated number of miles run, was 4,216,200, with an aggre- 
gate of 9,419,700 passengers. Number of accidents^ 6. 
Lives lost, 62; or one in 151,931. 

During the five yean ending 31st Dec 1838, the estimated 
number of miles run was 5^67,450 ; aggregate number of 
passengers, 15,886,300 ; number of accidents, 2 ; lives lort, 
8; or one in 1,985,787. 

The average number of miles to each explosion in the fint 
of the above periods was 236,646^ in the seooxid, 843,240 
in the third, 2,733,725. 

The estimated average pressure of steam used during the 
first period, was 7 inches; second period, 14 inches; third 
period, 18 inches. 

It appeara from the average results of this table, says Mr. 
Redfield, that during even the first period of five years after 
the navigation was thrown open to public competition, the 
ratio pf steam accidents was only equal to one, for more than 
20,000 trips or passages ; and that the average loss of life 
was only equal to one, for more than 126,000 passengers ex-* 
posed. Thus at the fair outset of this noble enterprise, a 
degree of safety was attained for the passenger, such aa may 
well challengecomparison with any artificial meana of transit 
or locomotion that have ever been reaoitod to by tha httmaii 
race. — A^ew York Shipping Uft. 
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Vaiue of -mater power in the United Statet. — In a re- 1 
port made to tha Senate of Indiana, we find the following 
iacta recorded in reference to the value of water power. 

By an examination of the rates of leasing water power in 
other portions of the United States, we find the following 
ftcts: — 

In Ohio» at large towns on the canal, the rates per run of 

stones are, per annum, $150 00 

In Ohio and Indiana, out of the large towns, $100 to 125 00 

At Cincinnati the state leasee at 250 00 

At Lowell, Mass., on Merrimack riyer, 97 80 

At Cohoes, near Albany, New York, 189 

At Patterson, New Jcraey, 399 

At Manayunk, near Philadelphia, 556 

Ayerege of the whole, exclusive of Indiana, 284 74 

In this state has been leased at Indianapolis, Lawrence- 
bargh, Harrison, Peru, dcc^ a total amount of power equal 
to 30 run of stones, at $150 per year for each run. 



00 
00 
40 



[From the Jotunal of Commerce.] 

naisacbiuetCs Rallnrayt. 

We have received the Annual Report to the Legislature of 
Masnchusetts, of the several railroads commenced and com- 
pleted in that state ; with the details of receipts and expendi- 
turssy verified by the oath of the directors of the several compa- 
nies. The Report is a model that could be imitated with much 
profit, (by saving the time now wasted in the discussion of 
resolutions in our Legislature asking for information on this 
subject,) were it made the duty of the Secretary of Slate to 
furnish a like Report annually. This is necessary for correct 
legislation, if it is to be the policy of this State " to aid private 
enterprise" in railroads, after the plan of Massachusetts, in 
preference to the State's constructing and managing them, as 
contended for by practical engineers 

Our object in noticing the Report, is to present the cheer- 
ing fact, to those embarked in Railroads, that the six roads 
completed and in use the last year in Massachusetts [even 
during a season of commercial embarrassment,] have yielded 
a nett income on their cost, of eight and one-third per cent 
Their total cost was $7,099,589 for 16 Ij miles of road; 
averaging $43,962 per mile. The gross income from pas- 
sengers was $682,387~from freight $343,240— nett income 
$689,751. 

The American Railroad Journal of this month contains a 
table in detail of these Reports, in a condensed form, from 
which the above results are derived. 

The Boston and Providence Railroad earned $220,345^ 
or 12^ per cent nett on the oust of this road, which was 
$1,782,000, equal to the enormous rate of $62,465 per mile. 
They divided only 8 per cent in consequence of purchasing 
the franchise of the Seekonk and other branches, amounting 
to $100,848 — ^permanent improvements. 

By the Report of the Camden and Amboy Railroad, it will 
be perceived, that this road has earned the cost of the road, 
$2,220,000, in seven yean. This is an important fact for 
Railroads. 

The Camden and Amboy Railroad, with its branches and 
turn-outs, is ninety-eight miles long, and costs (exclusive of 
Raritan Canal) with steamboats, wharves, coal-lands and 

real estate, 6lc $3,220,857 

Deduct for steamboats, real estate, dec. 1,000,857 

Cost of road, $23,562 per mile $3,220,000 

The groas receipts in seven years have been . • . .$4,637,635 
The expenses during the same period on the road 

and steamboafei were 3,263,993 

Nett income in seven years $2,383,442 



7*he cost of this road, exclusive of steamboats and real 
estate, ($22,662), compared with the average cost of die 
MasMchusetts Railroads ($43,960) is in the ratio of 3 to 1 
in favour of the New Jeisey Roaii, with a double track. 



We perceive Mr. John A. King has called on the Canal 
Board for their opinion, how far private enterprise in Rail- 
road improvements, can be *' aided,*' without injury to the 
credit of the State, and existing engagements to canals. 
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A large supply of Assam ti« has lately been imported into 
England, from the British East India possesfiions, which ia 
•aid to be remarkably good. — Button Merc, Jour, 
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Coal and Iron. 

On the 1 8th January, Mr. Lyman, the enterprising and 
■ucoeasfol pioneer of the anthracite coal business in Sdiuyl- 
kill county, and the proprietor of the anthracite furnace in 
Pottsville, gave a large dinner to celebrate the three months' 
continued and most successful operations of his important 
work. Many gentlemen from Philadelphia were invited to 
the festival, and some went The occasion was one of ex- 
traordinary interest The following are the remarks of 
Nicholas Biddle Esq. npon that occasion, for which we have 
not before found space : 

By Wm. Lyman — Our dittin^vithed vintert : May we 
often have tlie pleasure of their company upon like joyful 
occaaions. 

Mr. Nicholas Biddle returned thanks for the kind feelings 
with which the sentiment had been received, and which he 
assured the company were cordially reciprocated by himself 
and his companions. We have visited Pottaville, he said, at 
the request of some of its inhabitants, as umpires to decide on 
the result of an experiment, for making iron with anthracite 
coal. We have, accordingly, inspected the whole process, 
and afler personal examination and inquiry, give it as our 
judgment, that the difficulties which have hitherto prevented 
the success of all similar e£forts in this country are now final* 
ly removed, and that the question is definitively settled, that 
iron can be readily and perfectly made with anthracite coal. 
To our friend Mr. Lyman, then, who projected and executed 
this experiment, we award the honours of a complete triumph 
— honours richly deserved, which, we trust, he may long 
enjoy. It is not, however, the personal success of any pri- 
vate citizen, however estimable, which gives interest to this 
assemblage. It is because his success is, in truth, the tri- 
umph of all this community— of all this State, and of our 
common country. In promoting these great objects, the 
event which we this day celebrate 'a second to none : and 
standing, as we now are, at the turning point of so many 
important changes, we may be indulged in anticipating some 
of the consequences to be derived from them. 

I need not say that the two substances which have most 
contributed to the comfort and the civilization of the world, are 
coal and iron. The naturalists have asserted, that the chief 
ingredient 6f the richest precious stones is carbon ; and tbat, 
aflei all, a diamond and a coal are the same thing. The 
comparison disparages the coal, since certainly, for every pur- 
pose of human comfort or enjoyment, the coal outweighs all 
the gems that ever glistened at all the coronations of all the 
sovereigns of the earth. As to iron, is it not far more valu- 
able than all the miscalled precious metals 1 The best friend 
of man — ^his companion in every stage of his civilization, 
from the rough ploughshpe to the complicated steam-ship. 
These elements of wealtn, the coal and the iron ores, were 
scattered profusely over this country, but some inexplicable 
mystery kept them asunder. The coal, in its fiercest inten- 
se, could make no impression upon these impracticable 
masses; and the adjoining hills which contained them, 
frowned on each other as upon neighbours who could never 
be united. At length, by one of those happy inspirations 
which confound all reasoning, the whole obstacle was re- 
moved in a way so nmple, that every body understands it, 
and every body wonders it was never dreamed of till now. 
When these ores and coal were put together in a furnace, 
the &n was kept up by a stream of cold air. To this process 
the ores refused to yield. At last a projector tried what im- 
pression he could make by a stream of hot air, and the ores 
instantly gave up their treasures— like the traveller in the 
fable, who only wrapped himself the closer at the cold wind, 
but could not resist the sunshine. And this, after all, is the 
great mystery — &e substitution of what is called the hot 
blast for the cold bl^st 

Let Of see the changes which this simple discovery are 
destined to make. As long as the iron ores and the coal of 
the anthracite region were incapable of fusion, the ores werp 
entirely uselcfts, and the coal nearly unavailable for manu- 
factures; while, as the disappearance of the timber made 
d&aicoal very expensive, the iron of Eastern Pennsylvania 
WV pomparalively small u\ quantity, and hi^h ii) pric^, and 



the defective communications with the interior made its 
portation very costly. The remit was, that with all tba 
materials of supplying iron in our own hands, the oountiy 
has been obliged to pay enormoos sums to Europeams for 
this necessary. In two years alone — 1836-37— the impor> 
tations of iron and steel amounted to upwaida of twenty-lmir 
millions of dollars. The importations for the last five yean 
have been about forty-nine inillions of dollars. It is espect* 
ally mortifying to see that even in Pennsylvania then ha* 
been introidu^ within the last seven years, ezdnaive of 
hardware and cutlery, nearly eighty thousand tons of iron, 
and that of these were about forty-nine thousand tons of ratt 
road iron, costing probably three millions and a half of dol- 
lars. Nay, this very day, in vimting your mines, we saw, at 
the farthest depths of these subterranean passages, the very 
coal and iron were brought to the mouth of the mines oa 
rail tracks of British iron, manufactured in Britain, and sent 
to us from a distance of three thousand miles. This depenp 
dence is deplorable. It ought to cease for ever ; and let as 
hope, that with the new power this day acquired, we shaB 
rescue ourselves hereafter from such a costly humiliation/-^ 
We owe it to ourselves not thus to throw away the bounties 
of Providence which, in these very material^ have blefsed 
us with profusion wholly unknown elsewhere. 

The United States contain, according to the beat estimates, 
not less than eighty thousand square miles of ooal ; which is 
about sixteen times as much as the ooal measures of all 
Europe. A single one of these gigantic masses runs about 
nine hundred miles from Pennsylvania to Alabama, and 
must itself embrace fifty thousand square miles, equal to the 
whole surface of England proper. Confining ourselves to 
Pennsylvania alone, out of fiAy-four counties of the State, 
no less than thirty have coal and iron in them. Out of the 
forty-four thousand square miles which form the area of 
Peimsylvania, there are ten thousand miles of coal and iron, 
while all Great Britain and Ireland have only two thoussnd, 
so that Peimsylvania has five times as much coal and iron 
as the country to which we annually pay eight or ten mil- 
lions of dollars for iron. 

Again — the anthracite coal fields of Pennsylvania are six 
or eight times as large as those of South Wales. 

Of these great masses, it may be said confidently, that the 
coal and iron are at least as ridi in quality, and as abundant 
in quantity, as those of Great Britain, with this most material 
distinction in their favour that they lie above the water level, 
and are eaitily accessible, while many of the mines of Eng- 
land are a thousand or fifteen hundred feel below the sur- 
face. 

With these resources you have abundant employment, if 
you could only supply the present wants of the country, foe 
which we are now dependant upon foreignen. But the 
sphere of demand u every day widening for the consomption 
of iron. The time has come when nothing but iron reads 
will satisfy the impatience of travellers and the competition 
of trade. The time is approaching when iron ahipe will 
supplant these heavy, short lived, and inflammable structures 
of wood. We shall not long be content to cover oar houses 
with strips of wood under the name of shingles, prepared for 
the first spark, if we can have low-priced iron, in which 
event too, the present pavements of our towns would be 
superseded by footways of iron. 

The only difficulty which is suggested, is the high price 
of labour in this country. Allow me to say that I consider 
this a misapprehension. The high rate of wages is always 
put forward as the obstacle to any effort to make fat ourselvev 
what we import bat I do not believe that it ever made any 
serious obstacle in practice. I believe, on the contmy, that 
in any comparison between the price of labour in England 
4nd the United States, if we consider not the nominal prioe 
paid to the labourer, but the amount of work actually done 
for a given sum of money, and if we regard the Engiiahpoor 
rates, which are only 9 disguised addition to the rate of wages, 
we shall arrive at the conclusion that labour is very little, if 
at all, higher in the United States than in England. I know 
that one of the most respectable and intelligent fanners 
amoqgst us, i|n Englishman, who, alter farming in his own 



1840.] 



COAL AND IRON. 



231 



country, finuhed his career as a fanner in my neighboor- 
bood, declared, that although he seemed to pay a higher rate 
of wages, yet, on the whole, the labour of hia farm was done 
twenty per cent, cheaper in Philadelphia count]^ than it had 
been done in England. Since my arriyal here, I haTe had 
occasion to compare the rates of wages given in our collieries 
with those of England ; and although they are nominally 
somewhat higher, the difference would not materially affect 
large operationSi 

Having, then, the material and the labour, it remains to 
ask if you have the enterprise to follow out this new career. 
Need I ask that question in such an active community as 
tbis 1 Nay, you would not belong to this American nation 
if you had a particle of sloth in you. Our manners, and 
habits, and customs, have been oflen described, but I venture 
to say that no description will approach the truth, unless it 
begins and-ends with the declaration that the Americans are 
the hardest working people on the face of the earth. Other 
nations labour in order to live ; the Americans seem to live 
ouly to labour. To exist and not to toil is incomprehensible. 
They cheerfully acquiesce in the doom of Providence, and 
instead of repining at being condemned to labour, they would 
deem tbe heaviest curse to be — repose. Every man seems 
bom with some steam engine within him, driving him into 
an incessant and restless activity of body and mind. All the 
amusements which require time, the luxurious indulgences 
which consume it — the absurdity of quiet — the unnatural 
condition of rest — all these he scorns as unworthy of men 
whose destiny it is to create, and to build up and to found, 
works, and cities, and States. Other countries are divided 
between the poor, who labour, and the rich, who enjoy. — 
But here us a whole nation, with few rich men, and no idle 
men— every head and every hand busy — with a thousand 
projects, and only one holiday — ^the Fourth of July — work- 
ing from morning until night with the most intense industry. 
Yet it is not a merely sordid spirit which im{)els tliem; for 
what they earn thus hardly, they spend with a recklessness 
quite as characteristic. They work not so much to accumu- 
late, as to appease the restless spirit within, and because, like 
the Scots at Bannockbum, they much ** do or die." Such 
a temperament is inseparable from many follies, and leads to 
many vices ; but, aAer all, it is the true instinct (o achieve 
great tilings ; and whenever it becomes concentrated on some 
favourite object, wo to the rival whose path it crosses. 

My hope, therefore, is, that when the country shall see 
what marvellous results will repay its industry in their new 
career, it will enter upon it with its characteristic energy. If 
coal and iron have made Great Britain what she is ; if this 
has given to her the power of four hundred millions of men, 
and impelled the manufactories which made us, like the rest, 
of the world, her debtors, why should not we, with at least 
equal advantages, make them the instruments of our own 
independence 1 

To begin that great work no time would be more proper 
tfian the present Nations seem subject to the same laws as 
individuals, and they must go through the same diseases 
which afflict infancy, the same passions which mislead youth, 
the same infirmities which distress old age. It is, therefore, 
rather a subject of regret than surprise that the last few years 
have been yean of great national extravagance. We have 
bought far too much from foreign nations, and have indulged 
with a childish excess in all the luxurious follies of the old 
world. Look only where this has led us. During the last ten 
years we have imported about one hundred and eighteen mil- 
lions of dollars of silks — and more than forty-one millions of 
dollars of wines and spirits-making an aggregate of more than 
one hundred and fifly-nine millions for articles of the merest 
luxury. If we had been able to barter for these the grain 
and the iron which are within our reach, we might have 
made our industry some apology for our extravagance ; but 
during the same time the productions of our farms were rig- 
orously excluded from Great Britain, and we imported more 
than eigfaty-four miiUons of dollars of iron. 



Making a sum, paid for necessaries and 

luxuries, of $243,000,000 

Paid, in fact, for things with which we should have sup- 
plied ourselves, or have dispensed with altogether. And 
having done all this, we wonder that we are so much in debt! 
Fortunately, too, if young nations have the errors, they have 
the elastic spirit and resources of youth ; and if we only 
cease the extravagant importation of luxuries, and cultivate 
our own resources, we shall soon recover from these tempo- 
rary embarrassments. 

To no part of the Union will such a change be more ben- 
eficial than to our own Pennsylvania. With the zeal char- 
acteristic of our American temperament, she has gone too 
suddenly into great public improvements, beyond the imme- 
diate wants of the State. The necessity, too, of winning 
over to any general system the aid of particular portions H 
the State, has induced her to commence too many works at 
one time ; and, unfortunately, she has too oAen had as coun- 
sellors the two most expensive advisers in all great enterprises, 
ignorance and parsimony — the one directing blindly, the 
other executing badly. I think it may be said, without re- 
flecting faanhly on erron of which we must now all bear our 
share, that all the works executed to the development of our 
Pennsylvania resources, ought to have been made for two- 
thirds of what they have actually cost; and that our debt, 
instead of thirty-two millions, ought not at this day to have 
exceeded twenty-two millions. But there it is ; and we have 
nothing to do but to pay it — pay it cheerfully and honestly 
— ^by ordinary revenue, if we can — by taxes, if we musL — 
After all, it is not worth while to despond over it We owe 
thirty^two millions of doUare. Why, Great Britain and Ire- 
land are not three times as large as Pennsylvania, and they 
owe four thousand millions of dollara. They pay it with 
coal and iron. Why may not we 1 If Pennsylvania, now 
that she will soon cease to require labourera on her public 
works, were to apply herself to the resource^} of coal and iron 
which she possesses al>ove all her sister states, slie will have 
her raihoads and canals covered with these heavy burdens, 
increasing tenfold the income from her public works ; and a 
fresh tide of prosperity will set into the State, which will en- 
able her citizens to cany her triumphantly through all her 
troubles. That she must and shall be so upheld we all feel, 
since no reproach or degradation can come upon our Com- 
monwealth, without involving all of us in a common shame. 
How much you were identified with her, either good or evil, 
and how much her children resemble her, struck me so for* 
cibly, as I wandered to-day through these mines with our 
friends around me, that I venture to propose a sentiment, to 
which, I am sure, every true hearted Pennsylvanian will 
respond. It is this : 

Old Penntylvaniai — ^hcr sons, like her soil-— a rough 
outside, but solid stuff within — plenty of coal to warm her 
frienda-— plenty of iron to cool her enemies. — Mi tier* t Jour, 



Here, then, are payments for silks, of 
Wines and spirits, of 
And for iron of 



$118,000,000 
41,000,000 
84,000,000 



7^e Oldeat Schooner.— We mentioned a day or two since 
that the schooner Prudence, built at Kittery in 1789, had 
received a new set of coasting papera at the Custom House, 
and we said that she was the oldest schooner in the United 
States : She has long been so regarded, and we had no doubt 
of tbe fact It proves, however, to be a " false fact," if 
the aasertion of the Gloucester Telegraph be a '< true flurt,** 
(strange as it may seem to one who does not consider the 
force of popular language, to talk of false facts and true facts 
— and almost in the same breath, too) that the schooner 
Manchester, lying on the beach, in that town, was built in 
1784 — ^five yeara before the Prudence was launched, and, 
therefore, is *'the oldest schooner.*' The Telegraph says 
that she retains her original model, and is yet a good veaseL 
Our only wonder is wheio is she insured. — Botton TVan. 



Ortat Cargo, — ^The sfiip John Bolton cleared at New 
Orleans a few days ago with a cargo of cotton for Liver- 
pool comprising 3,017 bales, or 1,276,408 pounds. This 
is said to be the largest cargo over riiipped from that port — 
At a penny a pound, the freight will amount to $36,000. 
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nistissippl TaliiatioQ A Bebl Lair. 

An Act to provide for the valuation of property, and in 
relation to mortgages and trust deeds. 

Section 1 . Be it enacted by the Legiblature of the State of 
Miasisfippi, That hereafter, whenever any sheriff or other 
officer, by virtue of any writ of execution issuing out of 
any court of this State, shall levy on any property, real or 
peTBonal, or whenever any property, real or personal, shall 
be surrendered to any sherifl* or other officer in discharge of 
the person, it is he.eby made competent, and full authority 
is hereby given, to any such person, whoso property, real 
or personal, shall be so levied on or surrendered, to notify 
in writing such sheriff or other officer, that he claims to 
have the same appraised according to the provisions of this 
act ; whereupon, three persons entirely disinterested and un- 
connected, either by consanguinity or affinity, shall be cho- 
sen as appraisers, one to be chosen by the person whose 
property is to be appraised, a second by the plaintiff or his 
agent, or by the sheriff or other officer, if both plaintiff and 
agent be absent, or neglect or refuse to choose ; and a third 
by the sheriff or other officer. 

Sec 2. Be it further enacted, That the appraisers ap- 
pointed as indicated in tlie first section of this act, after 
first having made oath before some judge or justice of the 
peace, well and impartially to perform the duty imposed 
upon them, shall proceed to examine the property required 
to be appraised, and shall appraise the same, and the ap- 
praisement when made they shall transmit, under their hands 
and seals, to the sheriff or other officer, within a reasonable 
time before the day designated by such sheriff or other offi- 
cer, as the day of sale of such property so appraised, a copy 
of which valuation so made shall l>e furnished the defend- 
ant or defendants by the sheriff aforesaid. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted. That it shall be the duty of 
the sheriff or other officer on the designated sale day, to 
proceed to offer at public sale to the highest bidder, at the 
place and in the manner prescribed by law, property so lev- 
ied on or surrendered, and should the same not sell for two- 
thirds of its appraised value, the sheriff or other officer 
shall announce that tliere is no sale, and such sheriff or 
other officer shall return on the first day of the return term 
of the writ of execution, for the satisfaction of which such 
property was intended to be sold, the same together with 
the certificate of appraisement, and that the property offered 
would not sell for two-thirds of its appraised value, and 
thereafter no writ of execution or other process for the sale 
of such unsold appraised property ; shall issue until the ex- 
piration of twelve months from the time when such writ of 
execution shall have been returned as hcreinbeforo requi- 
red. 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted. That after the expiration of 
twelve months from the term at which any writ of execu- 
tion shall have been returned, as hereinbefore provided for, 
the clerk into whose office the same shall have been return- 
od, diall issue a writ of venditioni exponas, directed to the 
sheriff or other officer, who shall proceed to re-advertise the 
property, and in the manner and at the place provided for 
by law, re-offrr and sell peremptorily and absolutely, and 
every such last sale shall create a total divestnre of all the 
right, title and interest of the person whose property has 
been sold. 

Sec 5. Be it further enacted, That whenever the proper- 
ty offered at public sale shall not bring two* thirds of its ap- 
praised value, the same, if real estate, shall be permitted to 
continue and remain in the possession of the person claim- 
ing the same. If personal property, before the same shall 
be restored to Uie possession of the claimant, he shall give 
bond in double the amount of the appraised property, paya- 
ble to the person to whom the debt is owing, as may appear 
of record, with three undoubted securities, to be approved 
of by the sheriff or other officer taking the same, and con- 
ditioned for the safe keeping and prompt delivery of the 
property so restored to Uie sheriff or oUier officer on the first 
day of the term but one, next succeeding that to which the 
writ of execution shall be returnable, which bond shall be 
fetumed with the writ, and in case its condition be not com- 



piled with, it shall have the force and effect of a judgment, 
and after execution thereon, the obligors shall be required 
to pay the money without bonding or delaying the aamo 
any way. 

Sec 6. Be it further enacted, That should the plaintifif re- 
fuse or neglect to appoint an appraiser, the sheriff or other 
officer may do it for him, or should the aheriff or other offi- 
cer refuse, either to appoint one for himself, or one for tha 
plaintiff where he is required so to appoint, or both, any 
sale made by such sheriff or other officer, shall be utteriy 
void and invalid, and the party aggrieved may have an ac- 
tion against the person obtaining the property for its speci- 
fic recovery, and also against the sheriff or other officer, 
the measure of damages shall be the actual value of the 
property so sold, and also any such sheriff or other oflSccr, 
shall be deemed and taken as guilty of a misdemeanor, sod 
upon conviction shall be removed from office. 

Sec 7. Be it further enacted, That hereafter powers of 
sale shall not be incorporated into any mortgage or trust 
deed given upon property, real or personal, or both in this 
State, to secure Uie payment of any sum of money so as to 
authorize a sale thereof without its being first necessvy 
that six months public notice of the time and place of any 
such sale be given by advertisement posted up at three pub- 
lic places in the county, and in ono or more of the public 
papers of the State nearest the property intended to be sold, 
and should such notice not be given, the right to pay off and 
liquidate any such incumbrance shall remain with the mort- 
gagor, or grantor any such sale, unless conducted as here* 
inbefore provided, shall be utterly null and void. 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted. That should any penon, 
required to give bund as provided for in the fifth section of 
this act, be unable to do so, the sheriff or other officer shall 
proceed to offer and sell the personal property so levied on 
or surrendered up, on a credit of twelve months, taking 
bond payable to plaintiff with undoubted security, and con- 
ditioned for the punctual payment of the purchase money, 
which bond from the day of its execution and delivery, 
shall operate as a lien upon the property purchased, and 
such other property as the purchaser may own, and which 
bond shall be returned wiih the execution, and if not paid 
it shall have the force and effect of a judgment, upon which 
the clerk shall issue an execution against all obligors, and 
endorse thereon, that no security of any kind is to be taken. 
Sec. 9. Be it further enacted. That it shall not be lawful 
for any sheriff or officer to levy on and sell, by virtue of 
an execution or other process issuing from any court in this 
State, any crop of cotton, com or other product, while tbo 
same is under cultivation and before it matures and is gath- 
ered. 

Sec 1 0. Be it further enacted. That all laws and parts of 
laws, repugnant to the provisions of this act, be, and tbo 
same are hereby repealed. 



Ori^rinal Cott of Fura, — By comparing the value given 
to the Indians for their furs, and the price they are sold for 
by the Hudson's Bay Company in London, we may draw 
our conclusions as to the oppression of those people — 
Three marten skins are obtained for a coarse knife, the ut- 
most value of which including the expense of conveying it 
to those distant regions, cannot be estimated at more than 
sixpence ; and three of these skins were sold, last January 
in London, fur five guineas. With the more expensive furs, 
such as the black fox, or sea otter, the profit is more than 
tripled; and but a few yearn ago, a single skin of the for- 
mer species sold for fifty guineas, while the native obtained 
in exchange the value of two shillings. 



The price of flour continues to decline in the West.*- 
At Pittsburg, on the S6th ult flour from wagons $2 62 a 
2 7f>, and at the river 2 62. Small sales from wagons sub- 
ject to Philadelphia inspection, at $3. The Advocate says 
Uiat Messn. N. & C G. Wilson of Columbus, Ohio, ofSet- 
ed to deliver at Zanesville, from 100 to 2000 barrels of so- 
perfino flour at $S 50 per barrel. 
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On f Atf integrity of the hjal character : delivered be/ore 
the Law Academy •/ J^hiladell/tia. 

BT Jon m. TYfOir, SSR., 

One of the Vicc-ProvosU. 

We haipe delayed for some time for want of space, the in- 
sertion of the following Biscoune before the Law Academy 
of this city upon a subject equally important to tlie merchant 
and the lawyer. This address has been highly commended, 
and we andeistand numerous applications from lawyers at a 
distance have been inefTcctua'ly made for copies of it The 
entire edition printed by the Academy having been exhaust- 
ad, we piesume its publication will gratify all our subscribers, 
but more particularly the gentlemen of the profession, among 
whom we arc proud to acknowledge many of the most emi- 
nent as our patrons. 

Gentlemen of the Law Academy :-^ 

It is natural to feel a deep soUdlude in the repute of a pro- 
fession, which we have chosen as the businefti of our lives. 
The subject is interesting, because it powerfully appeals to 
us as a common sentiment, that it is our duty, ad far as we 
are able, to extend its usefulness and enhance its estimation. 
While the study of the law is highly esteemed as an elevated 
science, there are, perhaps, few objects against which popular 
prejudice has been so unsparingly directed, as the legal pro- 
fession. All admit the exalting and ennobling influences of 
historical and legal disquisition j — of le^earches into the ex- 
istence and effects of law upon communities and states — and 
yet, the class of men whose peculiar province it is to explore 
and trace the rise and fall of institutions and nations, seem 
to be regarded hy common consent, as a standing theme of 
alternate jest and reproach. 

With some well-meaning and intelligent persons an honest 
lawyer is a paradox. He is accused of a cold and avaricious 
aelBshnesa, and is supposed to be intent upon stirring up the 
passions of the multitude, to their degradation and ruin, from 
the sordid motive of pecuiuary gain. Many impute to him 
an absorbing ambition for the honours, as well as the emolu- 
ments of life. He is represented, in fine, as a great spider 
surrounded by the meshes of the web he has woven, and in- 
ireigting all objects into its entangling fibres. Among this 
class, every instance of deviation from right and honour, is 
treasured up as a substaative charge against the whole fra- 
ternity. 

It eannot be doubted, that some cause exists for a fceliug, 
which if it does not pervade all classes of society, has at 
least a very dtffuave prevalence. As every rank in life, from 
the highest to perhaps the meanest, has contributed recruits 
to the Bar, and the light and shade of each may be seen le- 
fleeted from its surface, so no one department is answerable 
for ita errors. In other pursuits, the temptations to indirec- 
ttOB may be equally potent and inndious; but the lawyer, 
litNn the publicity of hb path, is more frequently subjected 
to suspicion, uid his lapses are sooner and more generally 
known. Let a physician resort to the little arts of empiri- 
cMii, let a meiehant fiilsiiy or embenle, let a tradesman keep 
lalss books and aid his scheme of deception by dopKd^ and 
ftbehood;— In neither case, are mankind so unjust as to 
charge his crime upon the members of his body, or attribute 
to Ms peculiar voeation, an influence unfavourable to moral 
^vtoe. The character of the offender is lost in the consider- 
ation of tho olfence, and Justioe is satisfied with punishing 
the dsUnqoent without reference to his class. 

Bot esnsoriotiB and unjust as may be a port of the puhBe 
in tills wholeoalo oondemmtlon, it cannot be questioned that 
tlie severity Is not wliolly destituto of reason. Many bad 
own, woarinf the panoply of the profession, have hem en- 
abled to perpetrate their deeds mHleriu sanction. The studies 
of the hnrysr imply an intimate aoqoainCance with Iho pcin- 
eiplssof justiea, and the worU will hold him to a strict ao- 
eonnt ke nndennimiif tbo comeMtoos of his temple; (or 
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sinning against the lights of that knowledge which he 
dally ought to hold in regard and veneration. The high 
trusts and sacred confidences which he violates, in departing 
from the plain path of integrity, is an ingredient in his error 
which distinguisihes it from the mass of morel dehnquency. 
Men are prone to regard the abuses of trust and tlie hetrayal 
of confidence, with sentiments of peculiar disgust and aver^ 
sion. Nor should ii be forgotten, that the secrecy with which 
cheats may be conducted, forms a powerful reason why tho 
detected culprit should be visited by a signal punishment. 

This tendency to censure in the popular mind, may prove 
a wholesome corrective with liad men, who, if they are nol 
influenced by higher motives, may reflect that they involve 
their fcllow-memben in their disgrace. It should bind to* 
gcther ** tho good men and true" of the profession, like the 
Hundredois in the olden times of England, who, being held 
responsible for the conduct of each other, made hue and 
cry after a delinquent, with the view of screening themselves 
from suspicion, and tho Hundred from punishment. The 
dishonoured lawyer must entertain a strange idea of the re- 
sponsibilities of professional life, and interpret still more 
strangely the declaration of Coke, that every man owes a 
debt to his profession. Sir William Jones thought that if ho 
did nothing mora than introduce to ttie notice of the English 
lawyer, the great work of Pothicr, he woukl go far towards 
discharging this ubiigation. Amid the absorbing cares and 
worrying vexations of professional duty, it must happen, in 
the majority of cases, that there is little time and less ineit- 
nation or ability, for tlie composition of a treatise whichr 
would not be a positive incumbrance to the lawyer'a library. 
But ail have it in their po\i*er to leave to their fellowmembere 
and successors, the valuable inheritance of an honoured and 
unspotted name. 

I'his reflection wiH receive additional force, when we take 
into view tho delicate functions and high responsibilities of 
the legal profession. Waiving, for the present, the consider- 
ation of those manifold and peculiar private duties, each big' 
with importance, that every counsel may be called upon to 
discharge, the political and social influences of the body are 
great, diffusive and permanent In all countries the firmest 
impediment to the encroachments of arbitrary power, is to 
be found in an enlightened, virtuous and independent Bar*' 
They are the sentinels who sound the alarm at the approach 
of an enemy to constitutional liberty } for it is nol amid the 
tyranny of despotic rule or in the strife and tomult of anarchy, 
that the expounder of the laws can find a birth-place or a 
home. The noble conduct of Sir Edward Coke, in resisting 
the disgraceful servility of a powerful court and the tyranny 
of a capricious monarch, is a memorable illustration of the 
value of the lawyer in perilous limes, and a striking example 
of moral intrepidity and personal firmneaa. In the reign of 
Louis XIV., and the regency of Orleans, that great lawyer, 
D'Aguesseau, rescued unhappy France, by his patriotism and 
courage, from the intrigues of ambitious favourites, the cor- 
ruptions of the tribunala, and the stupendous and danltng 
projects of the infamous John Law. The annals of juridical 
biography over the world, teem with similar examples. 

The lawyer exists, and can eiist only, in the genial iU 
mosphere of fi-eedom. It is from him especially, that tro' 
ditional errore and practical abuses most find a corrective. 
Reform and improvement, under his auspices, hope for sta^ 
hili^ and progress. But he stands, not only aa a sentinef 
against the mroads of a political despot, and the scourge of 
puhlic abuses, but he is the shield of private injuries and the 
assertor of legal retribution. He is interposed between the- 
corrupt, incompetent and erring judge, and the wronge d and* 
trembling suitor. The avenger of the innocent, he vislta 
upon tho wrongdoer the penalties of the law, anid protects' 
the weak and defenceleas from the everbearing hand at op< 
pressionand power. 

It ia not necessary to remind sneh an assembly as diis, of 
the positbn assumed by the legal profession st the darkest 
period of our political history, when tyranny wore the guise 
of a neceasery tox fi)r the public good. Who but lawyeri 
could have roused the ooontiy to the vindication of rights 
merely speculative and theoretical— rights affi»cting abstoact 
principle, and wholly uafeU in cuitailing the happinoM And 
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enjoyments of the people! The voice of Constitutional 
liberty, the inheritance of Britons on both eides of the At- 
lantic, was heard from every bar of the colonies ; and an 
union, the most wonderful and instantaneous, was the result. 
The bickerings of private jealousy, the rancour of party 
•pint, the rival prejudices of distant colonies, were at once 
extinguished or disappeared ; or united their angry forces to 
answer those eloquent appeals which were made to the spirit 
of national independence. Let it not be foigotten in the tale 
of our eonntry's history, that those same lawyers who preach- 
ed free principles to the people— the Dickensons, Adamses 
and Lees of those days,-— when the flame of war converted 
tiie oooncii-ehamber into a camp, they valiantly asserted the 
sinoerity of their patriotism by ofiering to seal their doctrines 
with their blood. 

But that science which may thus confer blesrings on so- 
ciety, and ennoble its professors, is capable of the grossest 
pervennon. Bolingbroke does only justice to the legal pro- 
fession, when he pourtrays it as being, ** in its nature, the 
noblest and most beneficial to mankind ; in its abuse and 
debasement, the most sordid and pernicious." It was in this 
state of depression on the decline of Roman jurisprudence, 
daring the latter and darker period of the empire. That 
noble art, which had been vindicated for so long a period 
by the exalted wisdom and pure integrity of its members, 
sustained the most pitiable declension which could befall an 
honourable pursuit **It had fallen," says Gibbon, in his 
Decline and Fall, '* into the hands of fireedmen and plebeians, 
who, with cunning, rather than skill, exercised a sordid and 
pernicious trade. Some of them procured admittance into 
families for the purpose of fomenting differences, of encour- 
aging suits, and of preparing a harvest of gain for themselves 
and their brethren. Others, recluse in their chombers, main- 
tained the dignity of legal professors, by furnishing a rich 
eKent with subtleties to confound the plainest truths, and 
with arguments to colour the most unjustifiable pretensions. 
The splendid and popular class was composed of the advo- 
cates, who filled the forum with the sound of their turgid 
and loquacious rhetoric. Careless of favour and of justice, 
they are described, for the most part, as ignorant and rapacious 
guides, who conducted their clients through a maze of ex- 
pense, of delay, and of disappointment." 

It cannot be denied, in our own day, that while many 
practice the law as become the votaries of an elevated 
acience, others degrade it into a pernicious and drivin<if trade. 
It is indifferent to these men what may be the merits of a 
controversy, or which side they espouse ; they ignobly per- 
vert their oath of oflSce, which enjoins fidelity to the interests 
of the client, into a pretext for sheltering him from the con- 
digps punishment (^justice and law. Like Major Dalgetty, 
tluBy are ever willing to fight on the eligible side; and ex- 
claim in the base spirit of that mercenary B<^dier, 

'* ^Vith pleas of right let statesmen vex their head. 
Battle's my business, and my guerdon bread ; 
And with the sordid Switzer, I can say 
The best of causes is the best of pay.^' 

The little arts of chicanery and falsehood, exciting difier- 
enoes, magnifying trivial offences, blurring the reputations of 
upright men ; — ^in short, gaining an ignominious livelihood 
by preying upon the ignorant and poor, and plundering the 
Weak and the rich — are malversations which have, in some 
inttattoc% disgraced the exerdae of our profesnon. 

How ore we to guard agu nst the continuance of a system 
so fraught witli public and private mischief, so full of inferay 
to the country, of perpetual and ineffaceable disgrace to our- 
selves 1 An obvious reply to thii question, demands a higher 
aim in the qualifications to membership — a longer period of 
study, — and a bftier standard of mental and moral attain- 
ment These requisites would certainly produce a beneficial 
influence, since candidates are admitted to practice whose 
moral training and want of intellectual fitness, instead of con- 
ferring honour upon the Bar, have only added to its odium 
and contempt The aequlsitien of a mechanical trade, re- 
qnires an opprentiossfaip, omitting the item of literary prepa- 
ration, during as long a period oa the study of the laws of 
tbeJud. If the maaai to impnivo and exall tile rliftmeter 



of the Bar be confined to augmented strictness in the adnila- 
sion to memberfihip, it is feared that it will advance but abwijr 
and partially the work of reform. It might insure to the |W]I>- 
lic and the profession, more cultivated talents and sounder 
learning ; but the example of England proves that a seve r er 
system of exclusion, forms no security against the inroads of 
bad men, and the arts of dishonest practitioners. But let it 
not be forgotten, that the most corrupt and infanxoos jodge 
that has ever disgraced Westmixuter Hall, — the detestable 
snd blood thinty Jefferies, — assumed the gown of the bar- 
rister, if indeed he was ever regularly admitted to practice, 
at the early age of eighteen years, and after an nnuaualiy 
brief period of probation. 

It might be well to consider how much could be done to 
purify the Bar, by an uncomproroisiog sincerity of deport- 
ment in those to whom the profession look for guidance and 
example. I speak not of that moral proprietj of penonal 
conduct which scorns meanneos and dishonour, but thai 
magnanimity of sentiment and demeanour which would re- 
fuse all countenance to the trickster and pettifogger. They 
should cultivate that true e»prit de cerp* which would guard 
our reputation from the effects of private, much less any 
public manifestation of regard, where regard is misplaoed» 
because it is unmerited. Affability, when undistinguUifaing^ 
ceases to be a virtue. The world is influenced by appear- 
ances, and when these prove false and hollow, it is either 
shocked, or falls a victim to the deception. In the one case 
it loses its respect, and in the other, it receives an injury. 
The man whose moral sentiments and professional deport- 
ment ore firee from reproach, may learn by the contacts of 
the Bar, to connive at serious delinquencies in a fellow- 
member, from the force of pleasing mannere or the fesci* 
nating influence of agreeable social qualities. The dear 
moral perceptions of the community, and the conduct of the 
Bar, may thus come into collision. While the public are 
ready to consign an unworthy member to the infiimy he de- 
serves, his legal biethren may extend to him the hand of 
cordiality nnd fellowship, and try to sustain him by eveiy 
mark of public and private confidence. I would not be un- 
derstood as recommending the abandonment of a fellow- 
lawyer to an unreasonable outbreak of popular indignation 
or suspicion; the esprit de corfta should protect him, at 
whatever hazard, in the fearless and independent discharge 
of his functions. I speak not of idle rumour with its thou- 
sand lying tongues, its appetite whetted for miscluef, and 
greedy for its victim. 

"Fama 

Parva metu prim6, max sese attoUit in auras, 
Ingrediturque solo, et caput inter nubile condit^ * 

Many occasions occur in the course of an extensive pra^ 
tice at the Bar, when from the blindness of popular prajodioe 
or the easiness of public credulity, a counsel finds himsaif in 
situations which may expose him to ruin, witfaont the syn* 
pothy and support of hb brcthran^ In the memorable com 
of the libel against Paine, for that part of his Highf 9fMai^ 
winch attacked the EnglLdi government, Brskina stood fet^ 
word his intrepid and eloquent defender. All the arts of in- 
timidation wero employed to drive him from his porpoee. A 
conspiracy was formed to deprive Paine of the toiefit o£ 
counsel; but despising promises, and regardless of threalsb 
Erskine was true to that independence of action and inim^ 
rity of purpose, which should ever characterize a member of 
the Bar. For this act of disobedience, he was pai under tha 
ban and deprived of oflke. New that time has mellowed 
the passiona of the moment, we look in vain for their esenoa 
or justification* He was the defendec^ not of huBgnagMeod^ 
ing to sedition ; not of an infianunatoiy attempt to exdto* 
opposition to law, tumult, disorder or misrule; not oCcafaiai- 
nies against the living magistrate; but of a sober affbil to 
bring about the redress of acknowledged gnevanees» by adr* 
dressing the universal leason of the nation. He ramatn ad 
under a temporary cloud, but true to himselC mm^ fartnimt* 
in Um adhcrance of his brethren, he enwrgod tern the vapour 

• JBiMid. Kb. 4» V. 171k 
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obiciured hiin» iiito the brightest tunehine of popular 
•ml royal faToor. 

The call for withdrawal on the part of the Bar, from the 
eountenance and protection of a c<41eagoe, is reserved for 
cases, not of suspicion founded only on rumour, nor of acts 
performed under a delusive but honest sense of duty, but of 
unquestioned and indubitable dishonour. Tn such cases, it 
may be gravely contended, without the imputation of harsh- 
ness, that it ii not only the Hght of each member, as amicus 
curim, to institute a proceeding, but the §tem duty of the 
body to promote and sustain it. 

It is an enor of an opposite nature, and one that argues 
not only a want of self- respect, but oi ftleiity to one* a pro- 
fution% to detract from, or grudgingly yield the pafm of 
merit to a deserving compeer. Want of equal success 
sometimes unconsciously sours into asperity our feelings to- 
wards a man, whom we might otherwise regard with the 
warmest sentiments of friendship ajid admiration. It is a 
qnteker and an easier (ask to demolish the fabric which it 
raquiied yearn to construct, than to build up another by its 
aide ; and, however repugnant to propriety and honour may 
be the fact, and humiliating to our pride may be the admis- 
sion, it cannot be doubted, that there are men who prefer de- 
ponding for their advancement more upon the adroitness with 
which a competitor can be humbled, than raising themselves 
to the height of fair and open competition. It was one of the 
maxims of honourable chivalry, that knighthood was dis- 
gmeed by an attempt to undervalue the honest fame of an 
enemy or a rivaL The world is censorious enough to dwell 
with complacency upon ill-natured recitab of professional 
miscarriage, and surely he proves recreant to his order, who 
will minister to tastes so unwholesome and depraved. In- 
stead of looking with spleen or envy, upon a prosperity 
which, unable to equal, he would insidiously destroy, it 
would be well lo raise hii eyes to the level of the character 
he dislikes, and attuning his mind for the effort, mount up, 
Uke the blaze of the emulous lamp, to the object above him. 

An opinion prevails, that the reading of the lawyer cannot 
stray, with safety, from the beaten track of his profession. A 
sentiment of this kind is so inimical, in its spirit, to the 
genius of the age, and so injurious in its practical tendency, 
to the public and the profession, that so opportune an occa- 
sion as this, should not be omitted to present and expose its 
iallaqjr. The law is not only a learned but a liberal profes- 
aion ; and the lawyer, of all men, should elevate and fortify 
his principles by various and enlarged studies, against the 
insidious temptations to which he is on every side exposed. 
'* The sparks of every science," says Finch, ** are taken up 
in the aahns of the law." How dark and bewildered we 
■t'ould grope our way, without a more certain and satisfactory 
tnJde, than these aparka can furnish 1 *' Your mere law- 
yer,^ says Mr. Warren, in his law Studies, ** is a pettifogger." 
He seldom distinguishes between principle and technicality; 
tho latler of tbMe, aocoiding to Lord Kaimes, invariably 
tewiing to eoRQption and depravity. He who thus observes 
the 9utd4§e^ instead of advancing into the penetralia of the 
lample, la as partial in his wcape of observation, as the nnder^ 
wotkmin, aolieliciloualy deseribed by Dean 8wift»— and eon- 
fining himself to the outwoiks, is a stranger to the grander 
Cjwice p tion s which would be inspired by the omazing extent 
aaad beautiiul ptoportiona uf the interior and principal stnie- 



• LQmoI studies an neoeamiy to counteract the drcum- 
scrihing and bennmbtng influences of a proftMonal addio- 
tion tn law. The man who devotes himself exclnsirely to 
it* details, becomes as pitiable in his helplessness as the blind 
or hood-winked mill-horse, unsuited for every purpose but 
the roond he is aeeustomed to travel, and only fitted for that, 
hjr the appliancea which confine him to his circle. Too strict 
nn adherenoe to legal forms cnunpa the energiea and con- 
tmda the menial visitin, rendering it acute in the perception 
of immediate objects, but. by disqualifying it for a wider 
>mi||e, leasens the sphere of its observation. Lawyers in this, 
oa m all free countries, are called upon to guide the helm of 
2^4 anlaamly hs ia a srone pilot than the heavy.«yed 
■^iVnanH^ who^ aceurtomad only to^ieir the nioa^ adjnatedl 
mtfhin n ij eC a doek tbimifih a raieroaeope, eaanot, in the 



distance, descry thickening tempest in the speck which floats 
on the horizon. 

We sometimes hear the lawyer derided, who steps aside 
from his profession to mingle with the world, in the attractive 
departments of literature and benevolence. Believe that 
though the law is a jealous mistress, no lawyer is less quali- 
fied to be her human<fknd enlightened votary, by mixing in 
scenes which allow play to the imagination, and give im- 
pulse to the best emotions of the heart It is important that 
he should be made acquainted with other men and things, 
than law and lawyers ; it is his duty, to cultivate sn expan- 
sive phiIanthrop>', and extend a helping hand to all the moral 
institutions of the age. It was to such men, that the juris- 
prudence and philanthropy of England are indebted for their 
regenerated spirit and upward movement. Bentham, whose 
originality as a legal reformer, is greater perhaps than Jus* 
tinian, Alfied or Napoleon, was a man of diversified and 
general knowledge. Without bloodshed, temporary misrule, 
or the anarchy attendant on important changes, he has brought 
about the greatest revolution, the most extensive and valua- 
ble reforms, which have ever been witnessed in the annals of 
mankind. Dumont, Mackintosh, Brougham, Romilly, Wells 
and others, his distinguished coadjutora, were spirits whose 
intellects were not more enlarged by various research, than 
their hearts were adorned, and affections purified by the 
truths of religion and philosophy. 

Though Bentham may justly be deemed the greatest bene- 
fiictor of legal science, of this or perhaps of any age, let it not 
be'understood that I commend the adoption of all his doctrines. 
His Rationale of Evidence is a wonderful specimen of re- 
search, and for the most part, of just, comprehensive and 
luminous reasoning. But in the troubled whirlpool of 
agitated opinion in England, he could not escape from the 
leaven which was fermenting the mass. His arguments am 
often carried beyond the bounds of truth and logic. In the 
language of Brougham, he is apt *' to push his discussions to 
the uttermost, and to strain his principles till they CTad[." 
The American lawyer, while he marks and imitates his spirit, 
will avoid his mistakes; he will seek the true shrine of piao- 
tical improvement, and not yield himself blindly to the genius 
of innovation, that giddy and delusive phantom, whose aims 
are as unsubstantial aa her behests are visionary. He will 
not swell the headlong and turbulent stream, which, boiling 
from the very bottom, pours over its banks ; and instead of 
diffusing fertility and beauty, exibits a scene of sad and waste- 
ful desolation. He will learn the practice of other codea 
than his own, he will study those principles of eternal justice 
upon which enlightened law must be founded ;-^for ignorant 
of these, he is without the light of comparison, and Uvea and 
dies the inflexible and determined enemy of ehange. 

A man when entering hia profession, should lefleet upon 
the enlarged sphero of obligations which his poaitimi has 
contracted, that them are duties ^riiich he owes to the Bar aa 
well as to himself. Professional integrity requires^ in thn 
fint place, that he should possess all the learning of his trt^ 
that his legal knowledge should be profound and exact, in 
order to direct his client wisely. He will be dtsCingnished» 
not only for the assiduity neoessaiy for thia, but fiir honooTt 
sineerity and trnth» in all his relations with the dient, the 
court, & Bar. and the oommunity. If sincerity bn \onA is 
the common intereouise of lifo, how desirable to find in a 
connael into whose ear has been ponred psrhapa the eoniU 
denlial breathings which have been withheld from every other 
mortal ! In the rude ages of chivalry, veracity was esteemed 
a eaidinal and indispensable virtue, and without it, the dig^ 
nity of knighthood attracted to ita possessor only the con- 
tempt and in&my of his order. Of all the detestable proper* 
ties, for which a man of liberal aspirations msy be known k 
falsehood, a vice equally impolitic and haae. But on the 
other hand, how noble a eonaciooanesa doea he enjoy, how 
proud a niche does be occupy in the hearts of his fellow 
men, whose lips have never been poUuied with untruth, and 
whose promise, without the sign manual to attest its natumh 
haa always been scmpulously, and to the Islter, redeemed I 

Next in impoitanee to tfaeae,psifaapanpon the eommnnitf 
and himseli; is p f nmptttiidn in the discfanrgn of professional 
hniinHM. .A^ffeel on thn pmt of tfan bnrrister, W an iaspn- 
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tadon as often made, and a grievance as extensively felt, as 
" the Iaw*a delay" and the uncertainty of its ultimate deci- 
sions. Voltaire said, " be had been twice ruined ; once when 
he lost a law suit, and once when he gained one.*' The ex- 
cellent motto of Sir Matthew Hate, "fettitia tente^ was in- 
acri*)ed npon the head of his stafT, and his judicial industiy, 
and admirable resolves, attest its Value^as a guide. *' Slow, 
but sure,*' was the favorite maxim of Lord Eidon, whose 
balancing mind and habitual caution, held suitors in sus- 
pense, till sometimes, from " the hope deferred which roaketh 
the heart sick," they are said to have died of grief and vexa- 
^on. Millions of pounds sterling were locked up in chan- 
cery awaiting hi^ tardy deliberations, to the ruin of estates, 
and the distress and impoverishment of families. If his dis- 
tinguished successor on the woolback, bad emulated Eldon 
in the soundness of his law, as he excelled him in the 
despatch of equity burinoss, Brougiiam's reputation, as a 
jurist, would stand upon a lolly eminence. But no man is 
a safe counsellor who speaks when he ought to meditate, and 
a swill judge is a public calamity. The whimperings of 
sloth, on the other hand, should be silenced by the voice of 
honour and the dictates of integrity, whose primary lesson 
eajoins an trutant obedience to its call. 

The lawyer, in full practice, who faithfully and conscien- 
tiously performs his duty, passes a life of thoughtful toil, 
which it is not easy for an uninitiated public to appreciate. 
Hia gains are sometimes believed to be more than an equiva- 
lent for his labour, ^ut the ordinary fees of the counsel are 
incomparably less in amount, tlian in many departments of 
life, in which, though le^s labour is bestowed, and to which 
^erior qualifications are sufficient, the remuneration is by 
no means thought to he disproportioned to the skill and re- 
sponsibility. In a majority of cases, every one must not 
only be the best, but the e.rc/Mfiv0 judge of the value of his 
own services ; but still there are certain received rules to 
which all honourable men will adhere. A compensation, 
dependant upon the event of a controversy, has been con- 
demned as liable to many objections. These contracts may 
certainly lead to deception and abuse; but on the other hand, 
they may be mutually convenient and beneficial to the client 
and counsel. The suitor may be either unable or unwilling 
to repay the exertions of a counsel in any other mode, and 
is the latter therefore to reject w^hat, in the'line of his profes- 
sion, miiy confer a benefit? But an honourable man will 
not avail himself of that superior knowledge which he must 
])03ses8 over his client, in fixing the principle of compensa- 
tion. The contracting parties seldom stand upon equal 
ground. The counsel, perhftpa aware of the comparative 
ease with which the rights of the suitor can be enforced, may 
dictate unreasonable terms, which the ignorance or necessity 
of the latter only could induce him to accept. It is related 
of Topping, an English lawyer of celebrity, that a larger sum \ 
being tendered to him as a retainer, in an important cause, 
than was cnstnmaiy, he indignantly refused it, upon the 
ground, that the surplus either implied an unwillingness to 
do what was right, without a perquisite, or that he was ex* 
npeted to perform more than his duty-^an alternative which 
lus treated with scorn. 

There is one faculty of the mind, to which I beg leave to 
cmD yonr attention as nearly connected with integrity of char- 
acter,and upon the cultivation of which the happiness and use- 
fukieas of a lawyer materiaUy depend. It is the cultivation 
of the temper. In the ordinary routine of professional busi- 
ness, in the official intercourse of the Bar, in the duties of the 
forum, all experience will tell how necessary it is to preserve 
the temper calm and unruffled, amidst a thousand circum- 
ft^tances, which are perpetually occurring to try it. Clients 
may be exacting, opponents utueasonable, the demeanour of 
the judge may be disagreeable, or his decision unsatisfbctorv, 
the jury may have decided hastily or from misconception-^ 
these are among the numerous causes of vexation, which a 
lawyer may meet with, in his daily walks, and which, with- 
oiit the exercise of that philosophy which ** ruleth the spirit," 
may cloud and embitter hia whole journey. The impetuosi- 
ty of Cope, the irritability of Teaterden, and the oocassionsl 
dogmatic violenct of Ellettborongh, acacoely more alienated 
th9ir«ol«BQpQaii0i,«ti4 dlmiikialiod tb» Instri of th^ir jvudi* 



eial renown, on the bench, than it has affiected Ciie 
estimate of their characters with posterity. Widi wlist op- 
braiding remorse must a passionate man look out npon tba 
worid whose green spots of friendsliip, love and erteem he 
has transformed into a desert ! He is forced to exdahi^ 

** The thorns which I have reaped, are of the tree I planted : 
They have torn me, and I bleed !" 

The Academy will not, I am snre, charge me with a ds- 
sire to become its moral Mentor, when, as an old member, I 
take the liberty of presenting considerationa which I cannot 
but view as important in the formation of the legal character. 
There are one or two reflections, gentlemen, which, I mast 
still, however, press upon your notice. One ia» that let tha 
intellectual character be what it may, no matter how detm- 
ted and superior, if it want integrity, these endowmenta 
will be regarded as nothing, except to heap accunnilated 
odium upon their possessor. The other is, that in the sea^ 
son of ingenuous youth, when all the impulses of the heaiC 
are usually generous and noble, and little has oocaned to 
disturb or chill their genial flow, if the mon^I sensbiliiies ba 
so blunt as to permit a departure from the principlce of in- 
tegrity, manhood, which brings with it greater ooklnese and 
stronger temptations, must be crowned with miaery and dis^ 
honour. The eflects of idleness may be retrieved ; asaduity» 
inspired by the enthusiasm of an ambiticm which circum- 
stances hid checked or concealed, may repair the breadiee 
of indolence. But let the cold steel of insincerity, falaehood, 
dishonour, enter, at that period of life, into the soul, and the 
vitality of a better principal is irrevocable; the virituoaa 
spark, it may be feared, is dead forever. 

In glancing over the pages of juridical biography, we are 
struck with the justice of the world in overiooking thegieau 
est talents, when they are not joined to a %'irtooo8 Ulie^— 
Witness the case of Sir Francis, afterwards Lord Bacon, de- 
scribed by Pope, as the 

*' Greatest, wisest, meanest of mankind/' 

who, though so eminently endowed, and excelling ao mudi 
in varied accomplishments, his illustrious rival. Is nererthe* 
less seldom mentioned but in terms of rrproaeh and dia- 
paragement. Bccon once, perhaps only once In his fife, 
uttered the real sentiments of his heart He has revealed, 
in these few words, the secret of his policy, the instrument 
of his promotion. ** Not too much** says he, " of the hon^tt, 
is a property conducive to fortune!* The Lord Jellerica is 
only remembered as the supple and sanguinary tool of a bad 
king, and as the execrable judge who could insult and tri- 
umph over Baxter, and browbeat, convict and execfite aucfa 
men as Russell and Sidney. The means which these two 
men employed to attain scats of eminence and power, are 
expressively sketched in a single line ; " 

" Meanness which soars, and pride ihatUcka the duat^— >** 

the one successful by dactOity and sycophancy, flSid tiia 
other rising by his rottenness from the bottom of the aiream 
of life. • 

Turn from such examples as these, to Ae Inflexible hon- 
esty of Coke, the self denying Independence of Manafttld, 
the unsullied and unambitious virtue of Wilmot, the honest 
pride and benevolent sensibiKtiea of Blackstone^ the pure 
religion and energetic philanthropy of Romilty, and a mullt* 
tude of others of only inferior Celebrity. The virtues of 
these men can never be forgotten ; and so gemal is their cfleet 
upon the memory of 0ieir greatness, that so far from beings 
eclipsed, it must continue to five by an union with a princi- 
ple, altko co-existent and conservative. 

Of Coke, it is enough to say, that with all hie defects, he 
stands out in such high relief, as a man of integrity, that now, 
having outlived the petty arts by which Bacon assailed Inm, 
the majesty of his intellect shines forth with unclouded lustra 
in his works, wl^tch promise to endure until the great ioun- 
datioiis of British law are broken down and destroyed. 

This character of Murray, afterwarda Mansfield, present!*' 
to the lawyer, a proud subject of study and hmtationw 
Though he has raised one branch uf the hnv at leaat, wiifA' 
U found in eremental chaoi^ intu tiie dignity of 
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Miiee; tfacmgli hebas impvetoed upon the principles, of ge- 
neral Joraprodenoe, much of hu own wise and penetrating 
spirit ; though be graced Pwliament with an oratory, as e^ 
fective and popular as the eloquence of Pitt ;-^with all these 
to embahn him in the perpetwd mnembrance of the lawyer 
and statesman, yet his public and private virtuee, his signal 
integrity and noble independence, will be the means of 
aecoring* for him a deeper love, a prouder immortality. His 
contempt of ** the huzzas of the crowd/' of that popularity 
** which is run after,'* snd the manlv eensiliility with which 
he looked forwsrd to the applause or after times, to the page 
of impartial history, when truth riiould triumph over delu- 
sion, must challenge the sympathy of the enlightened and 
generous part of mankind. Menaced with the violence of 
■n indignant mob, he nobly performed his duty, ruai calum, 
aa he soid, regardless of the frowns of power and the turbu- 
lance of popular commotion. It may be truly said, bo bad 

" A soul 
That spumed the crowd's malign control, 
A firm contempt of vrrong." 

With all the objections which captious men have nused 
against Lord Mansfield, in common with other eminent ju- 
rists, for attemjpting to give to the court, and not to the jury, 
the question of ** libel or no libel," and maugre some (dioys 
from which humanity can scarcely be exempt, he stands a 
monument of genius and virtue, an asserter of human free- 
dom, and a benefactor of legal science. 

One of those remarkable men, of whom, perhaps, the pre- 
sent age ia not very prolific, is Sir Eardley Wilmot This 
eminent personage united, in an extraordinary degree, the 
talents and learning, the sincere piety and scrupulous honour, 
which fitted him for the highest judicial station, with the 
modesty which made him shun all eclat and distinction. — 
Averse to place or preferment, his cotemporaiies frequently 
thrust upon him situations of dignity and emolument, with- 
out his consent, and in opposition to his wishes. He was 
made a puisne Judge of the King's Bench, in despite of a 
sincere and earnest remonstrance against it, and thence wos 
promoted Co the Chief Justiceship oi the Compion Picas, in 
the fiice of as vehement a protest as his gentle nature and the 
silencing voices of his friends would permit. Twice oficrcd 
the Great Seal, he steadily and firmly declined it, preferring 
the blessings of retirement and the calm virtues of piivate 
life, to the allurements which its acceptance held out to am- 
bition. ** Bread and water," sakl he, " are nectar and am- 
broaia, contrasied with the supremacy of a Court of Justice." 
—When be accepted the Chief Justiceship of the Common 
Pleas, that humble dependence upon God for aid which was 
the ruling principle of all his actions, appears in a letter to 
bia sun. ** Now, my son," says be, " I will tell you a secret 
worth knowing and remembering : the elevation I have met 
with in life, particularly this last instance of it, has not been 
•wing to any superior merit or abilities, but to my humility, 
to my not having set up myself sbove others, and to an uni- 
ibrm ^deavour to pass through life void of ofience towards 
God and man." Again bo writes, *' I do not in the least 
doubt but you, will second my endeavours to cultivate your 
nindt and principaUy to impregnate it with those principles 
of boBoui and truth, which constitute a gentleman ; and how- 
9VW fottune may exoU ur depress you in the world, the con- 
srHMianesB of having always acted upon those principles, will 
give you the only perfect happiness thst is to be found in this 
world. Whether my heart be full of joy or grief, it will al- 
ways beat uniformly with unremitting wishes, that all my 
ahildron may be more distinguished for their goodnft^ than 
Iboir grtutneit" Filial {Jety has bequeathed to mankind 
m faithful and afli?ctionate tribute to the memory of this great 
and good vuin,— a memoiy which must ever b^ cherifihed by 
his descendants and all posterity with sentiments of lively 
and grateful love. 

'J*he literary* attractions of the Commentaries on the Laws 
of Bliglind, dispose msnktnd, according to the influences 
which operate on the human heart, either to believe any 
thing that ia ftvourable or the reverve, in the character of 
Am dfatiAguiAed author. It is a matter of regret, that bis 
pffoifsaional and social career, has not been mora minutely 



delineated, as it would be gratifying to all, interested in kgri 
biography, to follow so illustrious a pen nan from the retind 
haunts of his study into the exciting scenes of detwte^ in tb« 
forum. It appears an ill elocution retarded his early advaa* 
ces, but bis intrinsic worth and elevated hearing, are thowa 
in a ringle incident, which has been fortunately preserved* 
Being recommended by Mr. Murray, afterwards Lord Mane* 
field, to the Duke of New Castle, to fill the vacant chair in 
the University of Oxford, the Duke willing to try how te 
he could depend upon the flexibility of his nature, or the 
easiness of his principles, observed to him, that " in case of 
any ai;itation in the college, he presumed he might rely uiMm 
Mr. 61ackstone*s exertions in behalf of government." ** zour 
Grace may be assured," said Blaekstone, ** that / wtV/ d!i'f« 
charge my duty in g'Ving' fatv tectv re», to the best of my pocff 
ability." ** And your duty in the other branch too ?" addcil 
tlie Uuke. A silent flexion of the body was the only ra» 
joinder. A few days after, Dr. Jenner was promoted to tba 
vacant chair. But the disappointment of Blackstone, wa« 
nobly revenged by his subi^cqucnt election to the Vinerian 
professorship,— a station, which the elegant geniua displayed 
in his lectures, has adorned and immortalized. 

Sir William Blackt^tone, if he bad not written the Com* 
mentaries, has vindicated a claim to high renown for bia ef- 
forts, in conjunction with Howard and Eden, to reform the 
prisons of England. The memorable statute 19 Geo. 3, ia 
attributed to his pen, the doctrines of which be asarrlad 
through the press, and enforced by means of chargea to grand 
juries. If he had performed nothing more than writing Htm 
Commentaries, he would be entitled to our gratitude for en* 
lorging and beautifying the literary realms of Isw ; but, baTing 
added to our debt by his labours in the uninviting field of 
penal philanthropy, he must live incur hearts, with endnring 
freshness. 

Of all the lawyera of whom past times or the present agf 
can boast, no one can be pisced in competition with i$ir 
Samuel Romilly, ss a beautiful instance of the abandonment 
of individual ambition to the promotion of the public goad* 
Learned and able, far beyond the ordinary standard of kaiAp* 
ing and ability, be looked at office and station as only au^ 
men ting his responsibility, snd placing In his power tb<i 
means of more extensive usefulness. Though diffident tm 
a degree, which, for years, threatened to drive him in dis* 
credit from the Bar, he overcame the barrier of pbysinl 
weakness, by the force of his fine intellect and taonX su^ 
ceptibilities, attained a mo#t command.'ng eminence in tbf 
forum, and has inscribed his name, in imf«rishable diarao* 
ters, high in the blazing scroll of philanthropy. To bia 
more than to any man who ever lived, amid reproach and 
ridicule, and surrounded by every furm of opposition and 
discouragement, are the most benign featoiea of the penal 
code, and many of the beat institutions of England, indebted 
for their existence. Sorrowing, but not disheartened, bowed 
down for a time, but not dirasayed by keen sarcasm. n% 
founded misrepresentation and unexpected defeat, be iepr«^ 
duced bis plana of improvement, year after year, and cahnlj 
waited the approach of that hour when public sentinMp^ 
having imbibed bis enlightened viewa. and animated bj nii 
generooa ardour, should be prepared for their adoption. At 
auch a time, he was capable of making the following decb^ 
ration, in Parliament, a declaration remarkable for tba U» 
beerance and elevated ipirit which it breatbesi» " Since tbn 
hut seesion of Parliament, I have repeatedly ie<onaidcrad 
the Eulnect : I am more and more convinced of the stnsgt^ 
of the Joondalionon which I stand. « • • f 
I knew that my motives must be occasionally mienndcntood 
by many, and might possibly be misrepresented by otbem. 
I was not blind to the road where prudence pointed to jw^ 
ferment ; but I am not to be misled firom comforts which no 
external honoura can bestow." Again be said, ** Fvain tba 
spirit which I have seen, I shall not be surpriaed, and cci^ 
tainly I will not be deterred, by any vatf of tbis night. * * 
It was my lot to bear in Pariiament, a negative upon that 
bill, which was intruded to deliver this rnlightened natioii 
fiom Ihe reproach of the ernel and di^usting punishment gf 
burnii.g woiren ali^c. It was my lot, again and again* tp 
witneu in tbi« houre, the defeat oi thosp wire and bumafy 
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MDntioni which were iotftiided to rescue Engluthmen iirom 
tiw disgnce of •belting^ slavery. But the punishment of 
boraing is no more, and Africa is free. No rasbtance, no 
iwto of this night, shall prevent my appealing to the good 
KBse ^nd good feding of the legislature and of the country. 
2f I live another year, I will renew this bill, with the bill for 
iapeafing the punishment of stealing a few shillings ; and 
whatever may be my fate, the seed whldi is scattered has 
BOt iiiUen upon stony ground." 

RomiHy is represented, by his biographer, as uniting the 
greatest modesty to the highest merit; as being laborious, 
hut aodal ; as devoted to his profession, but most disinterested 
in his services to the poor and unfortunate ; and in all his con- 
duct, both professional and parliamentaiy, distinguished for 
high-minded rectitude and punctilious honour. 

Such was Samuel Romilly : a man whose faith, under the 
fuidanee of our holy religion, led him to elevated studies and 
ftobte acta, and anxious only to assuage the ills of humanity, 
•nd to purify it from the taint of meanness and error, he has 
enrolled himself in that band of great and superiour spirits, 
frho have been called, " The salt of the earth,'' 

** The virtuous few 
Who season human kind." 

If we go from the illustrious of another Isnd, to the oele- 
hnted men of our own, we shall find that the garland of 
feme is more likely to retain its perfume and verdure from 
ihe virtues, than the abilities of its possessor. The purity 
jlf character which marked the judicial and social careers of 
phief Justioe Marshall, of the Supreme Court of the United 
8lalea,— 4hat great man who may be called primv9 abague 
tecHHdo f of Judge Washington, of the United States Court 
§Oft this cireoit;«-and of Chief Justice Tilghman of the Su- 
preme Court of Pennsylvania ; will preserve ai)d brighten, if 
(t doea not survive the recollection of their eminent talents 
mad profound learning. Of Uie lamented William Rawle, 
|ile of this Bar, we may emphatically use the fine language 
ifiplied by Warburton to Bayle, — that ** he had a soul su- 
perior to Uie attacks of fortune, and a heart practised to the 
beat philosophy." In the noble course of this lawyer, we 
•ee much to shield our profession from the injustice of gen- 
pttl cenenre and the stigma of indiscriminate reproach. 

T^ a list, which might be extended by so many additions 
hpm the renks of " the mighty dead," let me point you to 
the seata of the jiving. At the risk of inflicting pain, I must 
marshal one or two n^mes gathered from the roll of our own 
veeoids. The«e gentlemen, having, for the moat part, re- 
tired from the active struggles of the Bar, no reason exists 
Why we should be silei^t, when silence is iojostioe ae well to 
fllMB, ai to ouiselvee. They belong to vm and our com- 
^lonity. The Philadelphia Qar, who witneand and parti- 
^pated in their tiiumphs, may cUiim to ffsert the hononrv 
iflheir memberriiip, and the benefits of their Uving example. 
fl b to &e high and unbleifiished integrity of a Du Ponoeau 
tqd ^ 9h)i|ey, of a Sergeant and a Chsuncey, that we are 
tmlabCB4 ibf the aeknowledged preeminence of the Phihi- 
dd^ihia Bar over the Union. In the hourly phrfse of an 
ancient legal writer, theea gentlenieii knew of " wh^ atiiff §. 
right worthy lawyer was to be made." Thi^ well knew, 
'Aat though legal learning and general knowledge were alike 
jttetmuj for diamber praetioe and forensic display, yet dni 
IvitluNit an elevated honour, their reputation, like the Pro* 
^et** gourd, wooM wither in a night They knew they 
mtfM be like a ship at eea, wiOiout baUast or a rompiwe, 
JeBrieasiy exposing herself to the elements, which seemed to 
waft her to her port, but which were only eonspirtng their 
•fMMe for her rain. They knew, by the unaided exertions of 
ttnir emiiient talents, that " they could rise like the rocket,** 
^C without the eustaming arm of a superior power, ** they 
Innsl Ihn like the slick.** It is at onoe a proof of th<B exist- 
'enee and Hfi»ct of the principle which I have feebly attempted 
to illastrate, that theae eminent men, though engaged for a 
long series of years, in nearly all the important causes which 
iNTttPB tried in this city, and though frequently on opposite 
rides; att the collisions of the ferura have not impaired their 
IwMI Ibr each other, nor dikurbed the mtimacy of tbdr 
^^jpn^ ThUeirt«ffyisfepei^>|dpwortlqrnf«l| 



admiration. And I am unable to express a higher wish far 
the personal and proiesaionel aoooeas of the menbera of thin 
Academy, than that, like them they may win a deserved r^ 
nown for goodoeas as well as greatness ; that in the evening 
of their diiys they may find warm hearta in the boeoma ^ 
their early friends and co-labourera of thia institution; and 
that honoured themselves, and confiuring honour on othsn^ 
they may descend to the rich blessinga of a well spent hfis. 



BankHi Usnr]r JLaurt, Penny roitage* 

Wo have received a letter dated Januaty 18th, 1840, from 
an intelligent American merchant now residing in London, 
upon the above subjects, from which we make the foOowing 
extracts^showing the views of one who from an extensive 
practical acquaintance with the business of both counlriesi le 
well qualified to form a correct opinion. 

" I am more and more convinced of the absolute neoessitjr 
of having but one source of supply for a circulating medium 
in any country.' In our country where there are 630 banks^ 
all issuing as much paper as the gullibility of the people will 
induce them to take, it is impossible that there can be any 
thing but the most violent fluctnationB of value of all kinds 
of property throughout the country, which are destructive of 
all prosperity, and all sober and regular mercantile operations. 
Let there be but one source of supply, and this given out with- 
out any profit to the issuer (more than will pay the expenses 
say i per cent, or 1 per cent) and then the regular require" 
ments of business will be met, and our people ^nll be encour^ 
aged to carry on an hone^ft and straight-forward business. 
Most sincerely do I wish that our country could have this' 
blessing conferred on It. 

There are two other measures I wish most sincerely to see 
adopted from this country into the United States. The ^mt 
IB the universal penny postage on all lettera when pre-paid, 
and not exceeding j ounce in weight — the other is the abo- 
lition of the usury laws as far as regards biOs of exchange 
and notes of hand, not having more than 12 months to run* 
The first will be attended with the most important conse- 
quences in a moral, intellectual and commercial point of vieW| 
that has ever occurred in this or any other countiy, flowing 
from a single measure. The other has been tried now for 
six months, and the improvement that has taken place in 
making money more abundant and more readily procurable, 
without resorting to the 'pound of flesh men' is very great" 

*' I am convinced from reasoning and common aeiise, that 
to restrain the rate of interest waa & same piece of folly as to 
restrain the price of a barrel of flour or a povnd of cotton, but 
now having gone dirougfa the most fearful pecuniary pressure 
that probably ever was experienced in London, and having 
not only watched the operations of the money market most 
narrowly myself, but having inquired of the most experienced 
and intelligent men here what their opinions are, I am eon- 
strained to say, that never were the arguments of the fice 
trade people (as regards unlimited rate of interest) ee con^ 
pletely home out 1^ focts and by experience as has been the 
case in regard to money transKtioDs in the last six months in 
this centre of the ooniinereial world. Wlqr shoiild oar Fnm* 
sylvania Legirfatore pretend to restrain w nde of inlerestT 
they might as well pretend to stop the sunin hn eoorse ! why 
then have a law that ia broken every day, and which canaee 
the poor bonowerp of money to pay higher for it, than if Hmri 
was an open maiket fat money reported to fay honoursbli 
competitors, who would be restrained from demanding more 
for their merehandiae (whic^i I eonsidei moneys ttwn it ii 
Aofia /Jff worth. Pray make a stir about a modification of 
the usury law, at least to the extent of the English impfdto* 
ment Our people wifl never i^egipt |ha diange.* 



,»» 



Fraud, — The Cincinnati Republioin mentione an tm* 
stance of a lot of flour barrels in that city which weighed 
thirty-one pounda instead of eighteen, the oeual weigfat — 
It states that the same game ia carried on |o f gyppt 
in the tobacco keys of Kentttcky% 
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, TIm following if the refumption resolution m it pnMil 
boch houaet of the LcgUIataro of Pennsjlvania, and horing 
beta approved by the Governor has become a law. 

Ttae Banks A Rctnoiplion. 

Reftolotion providing for the remimpUon of apecie paydsenU 

t^ the banks, and for otiier purposes. 

1 iiat the several incorporated banks of this commonwealth 
■re hereby required, on, from and after the 15th day of Jan. 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
forty 'One, to pay on demand all tlieir notes, bills, deposits and 
other tiaUlities in gold and silver coins, except such as may 
have been made ami created under a special agreement, under 
the penalty of the forfeiture of the charters, to be declared 
forfeited, as hereinafter provided, of any and all banks refus- 
ing so to do. Prtwidedi Thai any person or persons, from 
the passage of these resolutions until the said above men- 
tioned day, may proceed to cover and collect, in gold and 
■ilver coin, the liabilities of and the penalties recoverable from 
any of said banks, according to the common law in force in 
this commonwealth and not otherwise. 

3. ilese/ve J, That if any hank within this commonwealth 
shall at any time after the said fifteenth day of January, A. 
D. eighteen hundred and forty-one, refuse to pay on demand, 
iu notes, bills, deposits or other liabilities in gold or silver 
coin, except such as may have been made and created under 
a special agreement, its charter, shall, for any such refusal, 
be dcclarpd forfeited, as lierein provided. And it shall and 
may be lawful for any person or persons, or the agent of any 
body corporate, who shall have been refused gold and silver 
as aforesaid, to make an oath or aifiraialion before the court, 
^ common plear of the county in which such bank is sit- 
Haled, or, in vacation, before the president judge thereof, of 
the iiiet, and upon such oath or affirmation being made, it 
ahall be the doty of the said court, or in vacation of the pre- 
aident judge thereof, to appoint the tenth judicial day here- 
after, as the time and the room where the court of common 
pleas of such county i^ held, as the place, for the hearing of 
the said information, and it shall be the duty of such said 
court of common pleas, or in vacation of the president judge 
thereof, to give or cause to be given at least eight days notice 
theeeof to the president or ca-^hier of such bank, and also to 
give or cause to be given reasonable notice thereof to the 
deputy attorney general for such said county, whose duty it 
ahidl be to attend and prosecute the some on the part of the 
eommonwealth, and in case that officer should neglect or fail 
to appear and prosecute the same, the person or persons or 
body corporate, making information as aforesaid, shall be 
authorized to employ counsel to prosecute the same, and the 
«e«ft «f common pleas of such said county, or in vacation 
the pearfdent judge thereof, diali reduce to writing the evi- 1 
^snce given on the part of the commonwealth, and also tlie 
evUBQCe whidi may be given by or on the part of auch said 
bvk, to disprove or rebot the evidence on the part of the 
cittimoowealth, and if the allegation or information charged 
dhall be aubalantialed by the testimony, to the ssUsfoction of 
Mieh aaid court, or president judce. as the case be, the aaid 
etiut or president judge theivot the money being unpaid, 
■hidi iaoiedaately cauae the same to be filed in eoeh said 
•DQft* and on the same being done, the charter of audi bank 
ahall b« ahaoKitoty forfeiled, and the said court, or in vaca- 
tion, th# pees id e n t judge thereof, shall thereupon isne a writ 
dtraoled to the aherilf of the said county, requiring him to 
«bsa aaid bank fei^wilh, and deliver over to three sodi 
tivitoii^ appoinlf^ bj dlie said court or judge, and naned in 
iifcl writ, who ahna not be atockholdera in said bMk, or in 
n^y vl» •aoeanwd, directly or indirectly, thenio, full poe- 
HMm eC the pookas moneja, kera, property and eflscta of 
«M bnirik« whMh aud tnialcaa sbnil giv« a bond to the com- 
MHHmMi belbre the issoiof of the said writ in aoc^ mam 
Mi w)lk «k1i aKorily «a th« aaid eo«it or in vaeaiian, the 
mU judgvaM^dkecilbrthe fiuthlbl pcrfermanca of their 
<miaa> aiid aiiMl ha aeverally awera or aggaaed fiathfaUy aad 
m^y to dJKhniyttto duUea heesia m|Wfad,aiid tlw and 
AaP fc tto ae J to seltW up and cbae the aCAi of any 



laws in relation to banks whose charters have been forfeited. 
Frrtrkled however. That the saSd banks be liablefor the fulfil- 
ment of all contracts and engagements previously made,and en- 
tered into by it,niid except, also that the trustees whose appoint 
ment is provided for by this resolution, shall have power to 
use the rorporate name of said bank, and capable of compell- 
ing the fulfilment of any contract or engagement entered into 
with said bank previously to said forfeiture. 

3. J^etolveiif That the wilful and deliberate fiilse swear^ 
ing by any officer or agent of any bank, or any person to or 
in relation to any statement or statements required by law to 
be made, or other duty enjoined by law shall be deemed per- 
jury in law, and punishable as such, and the confinement 
within the penitentiartes of this State, which is hereby re- 
quired to the part of the sentence in each such case on con- 
viction, ahall not be leas than one nor more than'^x years. 

4. fietohetlf 'ihat the several banks of this common- 
wealth which have, on, or since the 9th day of October la^st, 
suspended or refused the payment of their notes, bills, de- 
posits or other liabiiiiies, or wliich shall suspend ior refuse the 
payment of the same on or before the said i5lh day of Jan- 
uary, A. D. 1841, in gold or silver coin, are hereby required 
to loon and pay to and for the use of the commonwealth, ih 
a pro rata proportion to their capital stocks, within the period 
of one year from the passage of this act, if required bj in* 
stalments in such sums, and at such times as the wants and 
exigencies of the commonwealth shall require the same, such 
amount and sum not exceeding in the whole the sum of thren 
millions of dollars, at an interest not exceeding five per cei^ 
per annum, which shall and may during the session of the 
present legislature be appropriated by law, and directed to be 
applied to the payment of any deficiency which there may 
be in the funds pledged for the interest on the State loans, to 
tlie debts and damages tiow due and owing by the common* 
wealth, to the repairs of the public works, to the continttalio^ 
and completion of the public works already commenoed by 
the commonwealth, to the expenses incident to the saaa, bbA 
such others as may be directed to be commenced; aad to 
such others of a public character as it may be deemed ndi 
ble to apply the same by law, for which said savenl 
when paid, certificates of stock shall be issued in such 
as the lenders thereof may require, and be transferable in such 
maimer as the governor may direct, reimbursable at such lime 
not exceeding twenty-five years from the date thereof, asmsy 
be agreed upon between the governor and the banks teking 
such loan. 

5. Jietoheil, That until the fifteenth of January next, th* 
banks of this commonwealth shall be authorised to iasne their 
own notes, and make and declare new loans and dividendk 
not exceeding six per cent per annum, in the same 
as if the said banks during said period, continocd to 
notes, bills, obligations and deposited moneya owing by 
in gold or silver. 

6. Henhed, That so much of any law as is altered or 
aup|died by the fiir^oing resolotiona, is hereby r ep ealed* 

OFFICIAL.— TREASURY NOTES. 

TSfOMHr^ DepoFtwaemi^l 
April 1, 1840. . 5 
Amount of Trcasnry Notea leaned under the pieiiteimi of 
the ads of Congrem of the I2th October, 1837, Slat May* 

1838 and 9d March 1839, $19,587^088 tt 

Of this ansnmt there has beea redeemed. . $l8;i44gS38 58 

Leavii^ the amount ootetonding $l,4St.5» M 

LEVI WOODBURT, 
Seoctary of 
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Siifar Htattillcfu 

We publiJi to-day the memoiial of ihe commillee of the 
legistaluie, reiacnulnitinj againit the reduction of <!ul 
upon foioign lugara. It will be founil to contain nil inl 
eMing BtBlempnl of the conilition of the sugar growing 
tercet, uiJ the eSect produced upon it by Iheopin^lian of the 
eompn«ni»e »cl. The report wa* taken up in the House ot 
Tharw]aT lut. and adopted by t vote of 33 to 7. 

JK Orlrant Bee. 

niemoTlal of I,cgl*Ia.(nro of liOaisinna, 

" 7> the kannurabbi tht //(MM s/ JtepFeienlativti of Iht 
United Slalei, in Ctngrtn aiiembled : 

The Legislature of the Suie of Loniuina beg Iravs U 
■tate, thai in the year 1816. a general tariff waa adopted, the 
primary object of which was declared to be. " of raising by 
duties* on import! and tonnage, the proportioii of public re- 
venue " which mu<t be drawn frorti that source." 

That a large portion of our plantera an the faith of this 
tax, which they coniidered u permanent ao long aa a reve- 
nue was neccasary, were induced to invest an enormous cap- 
ital in the cultivslion of the cane and mnnufacturo of sugar. 

That from 181 S to 1828 the annual production incmued 
from lG.O0Ohhda.an, COO to 45,000 hhda. 

That in lesS, the capital invested and (he power uied, in 
Ihli branch of indurirj, waa cslintaleil ai follows: 

308 eAates {34,000,000 

Manual power, about Sl.OOO haada. 

Animal, about 13,00(J horses and oien. 

Medunical, about. . . 1 ,640 hotM power. 

Tbatfrgm 1828 U) 1830, 383 new eaUlea were ondertakeii, 
which reijuired a further outlay of about $16,000,000. 

Making a total outlay for 601 estalea of about (60,000,- 
000. 

That under the tariff of 181S, tbo Sute of I-ouisiana waa 
already lupplying one half of the angars required for the 
Msiaumpdon of the United Staica, and was bidding fair aoon 
to meet the entire consDmptioiu 

That befbra tbeso 383 eatatea eould be brought into full 
(qieration, the tariff of I8J4 was adoptod ; that ISS eatalea 
have already been compelled to abanJoa their sugar works, 
under the efeel of Ibis act ; that its further action cannot fsil 
to soDihilate tbia important branch of national induslty. 

That Ihe augar estates yet in operation, number fiSS. 

That the power used thereupon is estimated a> follows ; 

Manual, about 40,000 handa. 

Mechanicsl, 10,000 hotaea. 

That the annoal ajpenaea of a wril regulated [danlMion 
are computed at $60 par hand. 

That Iheae estates, with their mcraaaed machinery, have 
raqnired at « low valuation, a cash investmenl of at leart 
161.000,000. 

That the anntial avenge cnpsdo tMt exe«ed 70,000 hhda. 
or 70 millioiM of pounds of augar, and 330,000 gallons of 



That the prodoel of such a crop at 6 cents for sugar and 
90 cmla tor mrrliiis, woubl be $4,000,000. 

That deducting eipenses ihererrom, say (AO per hand, 
$3,000,000. 

There would temwn nelt, $S,900,000, m 5 57-100 per 
cent, on the cuilal inrastcd. 
Vol. II.— 31 



That the nelt product of the same crop, at 6} cents, and 
18, wouU be $3,480,000, or 4 7B-10O per cent 
That the nett product at a aod 17, vniuU be $3/)96,e00. 

That the nett product at 4 and 16, would be $1,460,000 
or about 2 80-100 per cenL 

From which it is evident that Louisiana, with its tmcertain 
climate and expensive operations, cannot produce sugar un- 
der 5^ cents; vihile in the West India Uands with their 
genial climste and cheap operations, Muscovadoes can be 
produced, so as to yield a fair remuneration, at 3 j a 3 cenU^ 

Thet under iheae circumstances the enormous inveatmenla 
of capital In the cultivation uf sDgai since 1816, would not 
have taken place, had not a continuation of the revenue tax, 
Iben laid upon foreign sugar, been implicitly relied upon. 

That it never could have been theintcntionof the national 
government to dcitroy a branch of industry involving a cap- 
ital of 52 millions of dollars, particularly when It Is considered 
that this industry owes its groat citension to the tax of 1616, 
and that the reason then alleged for the laying of sucli a tax 
now exists with as much force as at that epoch, to wit : "the 
raising of a revenue for the purpose of carrying on Ihe gov- 
ernment." 

That whilst ihe gradual reduction of ihe lax on foreign 
sugara, as required by the compomise tsrilT, is operating the 
ruin of the sugar interest in this stale, the object of Ihe com' 
promise, to wit ; a diminution in the current price of that 
commodity cannot be attained, if by that reduction the plao- 
len of Louisiana are compelled to abaiulon the cultori! of the 

That tl is an axiom in commerce, that where a necesaaiy 
of life is not commensurate to Ihe demand, the cost of prv- 
duction of auch commodity has little to do with ita price in 

That this ailam is fully evidenced by the inSuence exer- 
cised by our crops over foreign markets. 

That during the last 10 yean, prices in Havana, for Mua- 
covadoes, have ruled as follows : 

April, 1S30 6 a8 reala per arroba, 3 at cents. 

" 1831 6 aO " " Sjaa " 

" 1833 6Ja7i " " 2ja3 

" 1833 4)a6 " ■' S 37-7 a 3 

" 1834 6|a7i " « 3 87^* a S» 

" 1835 8 tSi •• •• 4 a4 «T 

 1636. . . . 13ial4 " " 6Jar ' 

" 1837 6 aS " "■ SJat " 

" 1BS8 7 aSi " " 3ja4i " 

" 1839 6Ja8 " " SJa4 " 

Thai owing to an early winter, the crop of Louisiana for 
1835-6 waa reduced to 15,000 bfads., and prices advanced to 

llist iho crops of the West India Islands and Cubs had 
been at that period as large as usual ; (hat yet Muscovadoea 
advanced in Havana to 6f aT ccnta, or nearly cent per cent. 
That the Louisiana crop for 1836 and '37 was an aTeraga 
one, and pricea rrccdea in Havana to X^at cania, and In 
New Oilcans to fi^aO cents. 

That the gradual reduction of the tax on foreign •ugwi is 
nothing elne but a premium granted to foreign industry, 
which shall have to be paid by the consumers, 

Th St Cuba and the West India Telatids now draw from 
tu the whole of their provisions. That were they, by a con- 
tinuation of the moat suicidal policy, to became our only 
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supplyen of lugar, they would not leqaire a dollar more of 
onr exports, whilet they would draw from this coantry at 
leaat 5 millions of specie to pay for the sugars necessary to 
meet the deficiency that would be occasioned by Louisiana* 

In conclusion, that we deem it our duty to lay before you 
the just remonstrances of a large body of your constituents, 
who can only be saved from actual ruin by the revival of the 
tax of 1816 on foreign sugar — a tax under which they have 
embarl^ed their fortunes, and which they had a right to be- 
lieve would have been continued so long as a revenue was 
required to maintun our Union. 

(Signed,) A. BOUDOUSQUIE, 

Chairman House of Representatives. 
J. T. ARMANT, 
Chairman of the Senate. 

** Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repretientatives, 
in general assembly convened, That the Governor be, and is 
hereby reqaested to send the foregoing memorials- to our 
senators and representatives in Congress, to be laid before 
their honourable body." 



An Act 



Further to amend the act entitled, " an act to prohibit the 
issuing and circulating of unauthorized bank paper,*' passed 
January 27, 1816 ; and to repeal certain acts and parts of 
acts therein named. 

Sec 1. Me it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of Ohio, That it shall not be lawful for any company 
incorporated by a law of this state, or exercising any corpo- 
rate or banking powers by or under any law of this state, or 
for any person or persons acting as an officer or officers, 
agent or agents for any such company, to directly or indirect- 
ly issue, pay, give or offer in payment, or in any way, di- 
rectly or indirectly, circulate or put in ciiculation, or attempt 
to put in circulation, or to receive or cause to lie received, or 
to redeem in any way, or to exchange notes, bills, checks, 
certificates of deposit, or any other description of paper, what- 
ever, calculated or intended to pass or circulate as money or 
currency of a less denomination than five dollars, except to 
redeem from circulation such notes, bills, chcckfi, certificates 
of deposit, or other paper as aforesaid, of a less denomination 
than five dollars, as have heretofore been issued and now re- 
main in circulation ; or to directly or indirectly issue, pay, 
give or offer in payment, or in any way circulate or put in 
circulation, or attempt to put in curculation in any way what- 
ever, or to receive, or cause to be received, or to redeem in 
any way, or to exchange notes, bills, checks, certificates of 
deposit, or any other description of paper, whatever, calcu- 
lated or intended to circulate as money or currency, which 
are made payable at any other place than at thebanking 
house where issued, whether the pbce of payment be ex- 
pressed in the body of such paper, or written, printed, stamped, 
marked, or endorsed thereon ; or which are made payable at 
ft future day, or at any other time than on demand, or which 
are made payable in bank notes, currency, or in any thing 
else than gold and silver coin, except to redeem from circu- 
lation such notes, bills, checks, certificates of deposit, or other 
paper aforesaid, as have heretofore been issued and now re- 
main in circulation ; and all notes, biUs, checks, certificates 
of deposit, or any other description of paper whatever, cal- 
culated or uitcnded to pass or circulate as money or curren- 
cy, heretofore issued, or which may hereafter be issued by 
any person or persons, association, bank, or body corporate 
within this state, shall be taken and held to be payable on 
demand, at the place where issued, in gold or silver coin, the 
value of which has been regulated by Sie laws of the United 
States. 

Sec 2. That any company incorpoitited by a law of thin 
State, or exercising any corporate or banking powers, by or 
under any law of this State, violating any of the provitdons 
of the first section of that act, the charter of such company 
shall, from thenceforth, be null and void for every purpose 1 
lor which it was granted, except so far as may be necessary i 
to enable such company to dose its business and sett]^ iu ' 
tccounta ; and in case such company be one oxeicising bank* 



ing powere by and under any law of this state, it shall ibith- 
with be closed up, in the manner provided in the act entitled 
" an act providing for the appointment of a board of bank 
commissioners, and for the regulation of banks within the 
State of Ohio," passed February 25, 1639, and any person 
or persons acting as an officer or officers, agent or agents of 
any such company, incorporated as aforesaid, or exercising 
corporate or banking powers, violating any of the provisions 
of the first section of this act, shall forfeit and pay for each 
and every such violation or oflcnce, one hundroi dollars, to 
be recovered by any person suing fur the same in an action 
of debt, in the name of the State of Ohio, to be paid over by 
the officer before whom recovered to the treasurer of the 
county in which the suit may be brought, for the use of com- 
mon schools, in said county. 

Sec 3. That it shall be unlawful for any person or aa- 
sociation of persons, engaged in, or carrying on the busineas 
of a broker or exchanger of money, to directly or indirectly 
pay, give or offer in payment, or in any way circulate, or put 
in circulation, or attempt to put in circulation, or to receive, 
or cause to be received, exchange, or in any way redeem 
notes, bills, checks, certificates of deposit, or any other de> 
scription of paper, whatever, calculated or intended to circn- 
late as money or currency, of a less denomination than fire 
dollars ; or to directly or indirectly pay, give or offer in pay- 
ment, or in any way circulate, or put in circulation, or at- 
tempt to put in circulation, or to receive, or cause to be 
received, exchange, or redeem in any way, notes, hills, checks, 
certificates of deposit, or any other description of paper, 
whatever, calculated or intended to circulate as money or 
currency, which is made payable at any other place than 
where issued, whether tlie place of payment be expressed in 
the body of such paper, or written, printed, stamped, mariied 
or endorsed thercon ; or which are made paj^able at a future 
day, or at any other time than on demand; or which are made 
payable in bank notes, currency, or in any thing else than 
gold and silver ; and every person or persons engaged in, or 
carrying on the business of a broker or exchanger of money, 
violating any of the provisions of this section, shall forfeit 
and pay for each and every such viobtion or oflence, one 
hundred dollars, to be recovered by any person suing for the 
same, in an action of debt, in the name of the State of Ohio, 
to be paid over by the officer before whom it is recovered to 
the treasurer of the couiity in which the suit may be brought 
for the use of common schools, in said county. 

Sec. 4. That it shall be unlawful for any person or per- 
sons to pass, transfer, or circulate, or to receive, or redeem 
notes, bills, checks, certificates of deposit, or any other de- 
scription of paper, whatever, calculated or intended to dreu- 
late as money or currency, of a less denomination than five 
dollars, unless the same shall have been issued by, and made 
payable at one of tlie incorporated banks of this state, or to 
pass, transfer, or circulate, or to receive, or redeem notes, 
bills, checks, certificates of deposit, or any other description 
of paper, whatever, calculated or intended to circulate as 
money or currency, which are made payable at any other 
place than at the banking house where issued, wbeth^ the 
place of payment be expressed in the body of such paper, or 
written, printed, stamped, marked, or endorsed thereon ; or 
which are made payable at a future day, or at any other time 
than on demand ; or which are made payable in bank notes, 
currency, or in any thing else than gold or silver coin, unleaa 
the same shall have been issued by one of the incorporated 
banks of this state ; and any person or persons violating any 
of the provisions of this section, shall forfeit and pay for each 
and every such violation or offence, the sum of ten doUara, 
to be recovered by any person suing for the same in an ae- 
tion of debt, in the name of the State of Ohio, to be pftid 
over by the officer before whom it is recovered, to the treaa- 
urer of the county in which the suit may be brought, for the 
use of common scho<4s, in said county. 

Sec 6. That it shall not be lawful for the treaaoier of 
«tate, county treasurers, collectors of tolls on any of the pob- 
lie works ef this state, or any recover of moneya for the nae 
of the state, or any person or persons acting under their 
authority, or the authority of either of them, to receive aa 
duos to the atate, notea, biUs, chcd^ ccrtificfttes of depodt 
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or any other deicription of paper, whatever, calculated or 
intended to circulate as money or currency, of a 1cm denom- 
ination than five dollars ; or to receive as dues to the state, 
notes, hills, checks, certificates of dt^posit, or any other de- 
scription of paper, whatever, calculated or intended to circu- 
late as money or currency, which may have been issued by 
any person, association or body corporate that is not expressly 
authorized by Law, or by the act of incorporation, to issue 
such paper ; or which is made payable at any other place 
than where issued, whether the place of payment be express- 
ed in the body of such paper, or written, printed, stamped, 
marked, or endorsed thereon ; or which is made payable at a 
future day, or at any other time than on demand ; or which 
is made payable in bank notes, currency, or any thing else 
than gold or silver. 

Sec. 6. That it shall be unlawful for any di^^bursing of- 
ficer of this state, or other person authorized to pay out mon- 
ey on the behalf of this state, by himself or agent, to pay out, 
either directly or indirectly, on behalf of this state, to any 
creditor of the state, or to any contractor, sub-contractor, 
hand or hands on any of the public works of this state, notes, 
checks, bills, certificates of deposit, orany other description 
of paper whatever, calculated or intended to circulate as mon- 
ey or currency, of a less denomination than five dollars ; or 
pay out, either directly or indirectly, on behalf of this state, 
to any creditor of the state, or to any contractor, sub-con tree* 
lor, hand or hands, on any of the public works of this state, 
notes, bills, chocks^ certificates of deposit, or any other de- 
scription of paper, whatever, calculated or intended to circu- 
late as money or currency, that may have been issued by any 
person, association or body corporate, not expressly author- 
ized by law, or by the act of incorporation, to issue such pa- 
per, or which is not made payable at the place where issued, 
whether the place of payment be expreseed in the body of 
Rich paper, or written, printed, stamped, marked, or endorsed 
thereon, or which is niade payable at a future day, or at any 
other time than on demand, or which is made payable in 
bank notes, currency, or in any thing else than gold and silver. 
Sec. 7* That any such person or persons mentioned and 
described in the fifth and sixth sections of this act, violating 
anj of the provisions of said fifth and sixth sections, shall 
forfeit and pay for each and every such violation or offence, 
one hundred dollars to be recovered by any person suing for 
the same, in an action of debt in the name of the State of 
Ohio, to be paid over by the ofiicer before whom it is recov- 
ered to the treasurer of the county in which the suit may be 
brought, for the use of common schools, in said county ; and 
every such violation or offence shall, moreover, be good cause 
for removal from ofilice. 

Sec. 8. That so much of the twenty-third section of the 
act entitled " an act to regulate judicial proceedings where 
banks and bankers are parties, and to prohibit issuing bank 
bills of certain descriptions,'* passed January 38, 1 824, as 
prohibits actions to be brought upon any notes or bills issued 
after the passage of said act, by any bank, banker or bankers, 
and intended for circulation, unless such bank, banker or 
bankers shall be incorporated and authorized by the laws of 
this state, to issue such bills and notes, and which declares 
that alt such notes and bills shall bo held and taken in all 
courts as absolutely void, be and the same is hereby repealed. 
Sec. 0. That the act entitled ** an act to prohibit the is- 
autng and circulation of small bills," passed Feb. 9, 1839 ; 
and the act entitled " an act to prohibit the circulation of for- 
eign bank bills of a less denomination than $5 in this state," 
passed Jan. 31, 183 1 ; and the tenth section of the act enti- 
tled *' an act to regulate judicial proceedings where banks 
and bankers are parties, and to prohibit issuing bank bills of 
certain descriptions,'* passed Jan. 28, 1824; be and the same 
are hereby repealed : Provided, That such repeal shall not 
afiect any suits or prosecutions now pending against any 
company, association or person, under said acts of Feb. 9, 
1839, and Jon. 31, 1831, nor any right to any suit or prose- 
cution against any company, association or person, but the 
same may be prosecuted as though said acts had not been 
repealed. 

Sec 1 0. That the first, second and tif^bih sections of that 
eet, shall be in force from and after the passagf) of thb act ; 



the fifth, sixth and seventh sections shall be in fi>ice from 
and after the first day of May next, and the third and fourth 
sections shall be in force firom and after the first day of Jane 
next 

THOMAS J. BUCHANAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
WiLLTAX M'LAirenLiBr, 

Speaker of the Senate. 
March 23, 1840. 



AN ACT of Mass., concerning passenger carriers. 
He it enacted Ue^ atfoUoxot : 

If the lile of any person, being a passenger, shall be lost by 
reason of the negligence or carelessness of the proprietor or 
proprietors of any railroad, steamboat, stage coach, or of 
common carriers of passengers, or by the unfitness or gross 
negligence or carelessness oi their servants or agents in this 
Commonwealth, such proprietor or proprietors, and common 
carriers, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding five thousand 
doUan, nor less than five hundred dollars, to be recovered by 
indictment, to the use of the executor or administrator of the 
deceased person, for the benefit of his widow and heirs ; one 
moiety thereof to go to the widow and the other to the chil* 
dren of the deceased ; but if there shall be no children, the 
whole to the widow, and if no widow, to heirs, according to 
the law regulating the distribution of intestate personal es- 
tate among heirs. 

Approved by the Governor of Massachusetts, March SSd* 
1840. 



The Bank of England. — Quarterly average of the weekly 
liabilities and assets of the Bank of England, from the 10th 
December, 1839, to the 3d March, 1840, both inclusive, 
published pursuant to the Act 3 and 4 W. IV., cap. 98. 

Liabilities. Assets. 

Circulation, £16,678,000 I Securities, £23,223,000 
Deposits, 7,896,000 | Bullion, 4,271,000 



£24,683,000 
Downing-street, Mareh 6, 1840. 



£27,404^000 



Division of the city of JVew Tork into Dietriett, — ^The 
Commissioners, to divide the 1 7 wards of the city into voting 
districts, have made 73 districts, as follows : 

3 in the 1st ward ; 2 in the 2d ; 3 in the 3d ; 4 in the 4th; 
4 in the 5th ; 4 in the 6th ; 7 in the 7th ; 8 in the 8th ; 6 in 
the 9th; 5 in the 10th; 4 in the 11th; 2 in the 12th; 4 in 
the 13th; 4 in the 14th; 4 in the 16th; 4 in the 16lh;5in 
the 17th. Whole number of districts, 73. 

It appears from this that we shall have 219 inspectors of 
the Election, there being three at each poll— JV*. K Jour, of 
Commerce, 



It is stated that the town of Gloooester, Man:, employi 
200 vessels, comprising more than 10,000 tons, manned by 
1400 men, in the fisheries. The bounty allowed by govern- 
ment essential to the prosecution of the business, as the aver- 
age annual earnings of fishermen in that town, have nol 
exceeded $140 for the last 10 years. 



•^ buohel of Grain. — The last Legislature of Indiana 
passed a law prescribing an uniform mode of ascertaining by 
weight, the quality of the different kinds of grain, that shall 
pass for a standard bushel in that State as follows : wheat 60 
poimds, avoirdupois, rye 66, corn, 66, barley 48, oats, 33. 



Jfppointmenii by the Geverjier.— Isaac W. Noiris^ 
George Handy, Abraham P. Eyre, Joseph A. Evans, Jamas 
M. Linnard, and John J. Krider, Esqn., to be assistant 
wardens of the port of Philadelphia. 



Mortality in 8t. Z«tM> .^There were 666 death* in St. 
Looia in the year 1839. Forty seven were accidental, or 
violent deaths. 
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Important DccitloD. 

Natbuiiel Weed, Harvey Weed and^ 
Henry W. Barnes, trading as R. db I In District Court, 
H. Weed A Company, >Judge Stroud and a 

T8. I Special Jury. 

HUU Fiah & Abbe. J 

This was an action of mapLiTxir to recorer certain goods 
and merchandise, enumerated in the Writ of Declaration, 
aralued at $9 19 46. The plaintifls were merchants of New 
York, and the defendants were common carriers between the 
/cities of New York and Philadelphia. 

The fiicta of the case, as detailed in the evidence, were 
|>riefly as follows: In the month of September, 1835, Isaac 
Campbell, of Alton, lUinois, went to the city of New York 
with the view of purchasing goods. He represented to the 
plaintiffs that he was a member of Isaac Campbell dc Co., 
which firm, he said, consisted of his &ther, brother and him- 
aelf— that the firm was free from debt — that bis father was in 
affluent circumstances, and that the capital of their firm was 
about $10,000. 

Upon the faith of these representations, the plaintiffs sold him 
Ihe goods in question. It was in proof that he bought goods of 
many other persons in New York, by means of similar re- 
presentations. The goods sold by the plaintiffs, as wdl as 
others, were pad[ed up in cases and bales, marked ** Isaac 
Campbell & Co. Alton, Illinois,'' and deliveied to the defen- 
dants, for conveyance to Philadelphia, thence to be forwarded 
^Illinois. 

On the arrival of the goods in Philadelphia, they were 
aeized under process of foreign attachment, by pre-existing 
jcreditors of Isaac Campbell, whose debts amounted to several 
thousand dollars. Campbell absconded upon the laying of 
ihe attachments. It was aftenvards ascertained that he was 
largely in debt in Philadelphia — that he was wholly insolvent, 
and that no such firm existed as Isaac Campbell dc Co. 
Campbell afterwards fled to Texas. 

This replevin was issued to take the goods out of the 
hands of the defendants, who were mere stakeholders for the 
parties entitled, either the plaintiffs or the attaching credi- 
tors. 

The plaintifis' counsel contended, Ist, That they had a 
light to stop the goods in transitu, between New York 
and Illinois, in consequence of the insolvency of the pre- 
tended purchaser, Jamea CampbeU. 

3d. That the contract of sale was annwlleil and rescinded by 
the finsiid and fiilaehood which were practised to obtain the 
goods, and that no prupaity passes where a purchase is 
brought about by misrepresentation. 

His Honour Judge Stroud charged the Jury, that if they 
beUeved the evidence they must find for the plaintifl^that 
the contract was violated by the fraud, and no piuperty could 
pass onder mch drcnmstancea. Verdict for plainti£b. 

For plaintifis, Job R. Tyson, Esq. For defendants, 8. H. 
Perkins, Esq.— CTniVecr StateM Gazette. 



sand sheets of paper per day. The rags are, as it were, 
received at one end of the building and carried ont bomid 
books, finely printed on beautiful paper at the other. So 
rapid is the process by which paper can be made by the 
power of steam, that rags have been received at this mill in 
the morning, manufactured into paper and printed before 
nigliL 

We do not know the number of hands employed at this 
establishment, but we should suppose in j^oocf timet a hun- 
dred or more would be necessary to carry on the labor re- 
quired in all the various departments. The company have 
published many very valuable works with which the pub- 
lic are well scquainted. We noticed Bibles of various 
kinds and the Comprehensive Commentary — ^the Lives of 
the Presidents, and various other publications, some of which 
were finished, in most elegant style. Their establishment 
appears to be furnished with the very best of machinery 
and we know of no similar one in the country which com- 
bines so many facilities for carrying on the books as this. 

Belto-wt FoUm Gazette, 



Jin aged Matron of the Revolution* — ^The widow of 
Brigadier General John Patterson, late of the State of New 
York, and a general officer of the Massachusetts Continen- 
tal line, is now living at Ogden, N. Y. One of her grand- 
sons, at the North, writing to another in this city, says : 
" I have returned from paying a visit to our grandmother, 
who is near one hundred years old, and found her as spright- 
ly as you are, and in perfect heahh. She is the oldest fis 
male in this State, and amongst the last of our Revolntiflii- 
ary mothers." — Char let. Courier. 

Foreign Export off Wheat aftd Wlomr 
ffrom Philadelphia. 

The shipments of Flour and Wheat from the portof FUl- 
adelphia to foreign ports, from the 1st of February to the 1st 
AprU, 1840, inclusive, have been as follows, viz : 

Flour. 
bbls. 
February 13th, Monongahela, Liverpool. 4^365 

2 1 st, Caspian do. . . . 4,803 

26lh, Susquehaima do. ... 5,614 

Shenandoah do. . . . 3,600 

29lh, Helen Mar, London 3,fi51 

March Tth, Manchester, Liverpool. . . 3,938 

9th, Champlain do 5,837 

14th, Plato, London 3,234 

33d, Montezuma, Liverpool. . . 4,884 

34th, Italy, Cowes 4,460 

27th, Poadier, London 2,194 

Other European ports . . . 300 



Wheat, 
bush. 
900 
9,250 

.... 
14,425 



JLunar Phenomenon. — We are informed, by a gentle- 
man of this city, that the Moon presented a very singular 
appearance between two and three o'clock on Friday morn- 
ing. He states that it was obscured for the space of half 
an hour, by some body between the Earth and the Moon, so 
as to present the appearance of an annular eclipse,— a slight 
ring of light round the edge of the Mood being alone visi- 
bfe. The same phenomenon was also observed by the 
watchman on dutf at that time. Can *nyof our astron- 
emicsl readers explain the canse! — TVsjr ^Vhi^, 



Total 46,880 

61,380 

To South America 8,873 

West Indies 1 0,031 

British American Colonies 6,064 

All other places 920 

Purchased in this market to be shipped 
from New York to England 15,500 



23,575 



20,000 



Total 87,268 43,575 

Phila. Commercial List. 



Bratilebor9* Typographic Company. — ^This company^ 
IS incorporated in 1826 with a capital of $150,000, and 
is at present doing an extensive business in the Paper and 
Book line. A short time since we were shown by Ihe por 
Uteneaaof Mr. Feasandcn, through the whole extent of IhL 
great estabtishment They have ready for operatioo, eight 
power presses, sufficient for the prmting of twenty thou- 



Providence Cufrtoni Iloase. 

As evidenoe of the integrity and solvency of oar mer> 
chants, and the vigilance and honesty of the oflSccn of the 
customs in this district, we state as a matter of fact, that sinee 
the adoption of the Constitution of the United States by 
Bhode Island, theie h^s been collected and paid into the 
Treasury of the General Govenmaent up to this time more 
than tmelve million of doUaro, and that the whole amount 
of loss to the coontiy, during said time, upon bonds or others 
wise accruing from this Offiw, will not exceedyotir Ainid!r«<f 
doUaro. 

Can any other Custom House in America mstke a Boe 
exhibit with tmth.i * r ov i denct Cour. 
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IntpecUon of Fionr and Heal. 

F<ir the qaaiter ending Maith 3 1 et, 1 840. ] 839. 

Wheat Flour bbli. S54,458 138,029 

do hf. bbU. 7,831 6,234 

RyeFk>ar bbla. 2,360 1,911 

Com Med hhdfl. 677 1 69 

do bbla. 3,859 660 

do hf. bbla. 83 

The foregoing ia the largest quantity of Wheat Flour that 
was ever inspected in the city of Baltimore ; exceeding that 
of the quarter, ending Dec. 31st, 1812, which was 227,331 
)>bls. and 14,196 hf. bbls. The lazgest quantity ever inspect- 
ed in any one corresponding quarter, before the above noted, 
were those ending 

March Slst, 1820, when the number was,. . . . bbls. 148,206 

do " 1826 175,671 

do « 1831 168,625 

LtffordPt Price Cvrrent, 



Prices of certain leading articles of Produce, in the Balti- 
more market, at the close of 

March, 1840. 1839. 

Flour, Howard street, per bbl $4,81^ $7,26 

CUyMUIs, 4,87i 7,25 

Susquehanna 4,87^ 7,26 

Com Meal, in puns ' 13,00 18,60 

do inbbls 3,00 4,37^ 

Wheat, prime red, bushel 1,60 * 1,00 

Bye do 47 97 

Com, white do 49 88 

do yellow. ■••....do.. «... 60 90 

Poik, Mess, new 20 24 

Bacon, Western Hams, lb 11 12} 

Sides 9 11 

Shoulders 8 10 

Lard 9 11 

In 1839, transactions were on a tpeciehtJOMi in 1840, on 
paper 5 per cent below specie. — Ibid. 



Exports from Rictamond A Petertbnrg. 

Flour, bbls. 

Febraaiy 1st, Rob Roy, to Liveipool 3,356 

13lh, Herald, Havana 600 

1 7th, Francis, St. Thomas 700 

19Ui, Madawaaca, Jamaica 1,260 

2l8t, Carthage, Liverpool 3,250 

24th, Azelia, Rio 3,600 

March 7th, Victory, West Indies 1 ,000 

12th, Essex, Liverpool, 2,757 

17th, Madison, Havre and orders 6,700 * 

18th, Mary Hammond, Halifax 600 

34th, Bergen, Gibraltar, say 3,000 

"^■^^■•^ 

Total 24,113 

Grain, bush. 

Per Rob Roy, to Liverpool 3,000 

' Carriage do 5,000 

Essex do 3,700 

Pkila, Commercial Id^U 

The Alexandria Gazette says, that in the quarter ending 
the Slst March, 1S40, there were shipped from Alexandria 
to Forngn Ports, (exclusive of coastwise shipments,) 2 1 ,5 1 1 
barrels of Flour. 



Importance of tbc AUeglicny River. 

Mr. Beatty of Pennsylvania, in a late speech in the House 
of Representatives, made the following statement : 

Large appropriations have heretofore been made for im* 
proving the navigation of the Ohio, and many of the streams 
connoted witii it ; and I now ask the attention of the house 



to the importance of improving the navigation of one of its 
head wateni. I mean the Allegheny river. The extension 
of tiiat navigation from Pittsburgh, in Pennsylvania, to 
Ofean Point, in the State of New York, will, I am persuaded, 
be a measure of very great importance, not only to the country 
immediately adjacent, but ultimately to a great part of the 
Union. There are at this time thirteen states interested in 
this improvement. 

Should the contemplated improvement be carried into 
effect, the effect will be-~as any gentleman by an inspection 
of the map can immediately perceive — that a continued line 
of navigation will be extended up the Allegheny to the Gen- 
esse Valley canal — a work which the enterprise and perse- 
verance of the State of New Toik are pushing rapidly to its 
completion. When this middle link of the chain shall have 
been supplied, there will be a water communication, extend- 
ing without interruption, for twelve thousand miles through 
the interior of the United States. An object like this well 
deserves the name of a naHonal enterprise, for all parts of the 
country are more or less interested in its completion. When 
this vast internal navigation is complete, not only agricul- 
tural produce, but troops, artillery, and munitions of war, 
»can rapidly be conveyed from remote points on the Atlantic 
coast all the way to New Orleans, without being exposed to 
the dangers of the sea. Who does not perceive what an in- 
valuable advantage this will be, should the nation be involved 
in war. 



Oalle's Comet. 



On the 26th of January last, Mr. Galle, assistant at the 
Berlin Observatory, discovered a comet ; and after four dayi^ 
observations, the elements of its orbit were computed by 
Professor Encke. His letter to Professor Schumacher an- 
nouncing the discovery was brought out by the Great 
Western, and through die politeness of Mr. S. G. Walker of 
Philadelphia, I received a copy of the elements on Saturday 
last, March 1 4 th. These elements were as follows : 

Perihelion passage 1840, March 11, 2703 Berlin mean 
time. 

Longitude of perihelion 81^ 62' 46'^ 

Longitude of ascending node. . • 236 20 31 

Inclination of the orbit 68 49 37 

Perihelion distance 1,24297 

Motion retrograde. 

From these data I immediately computed the comet's pre- 
sent place, and waited impatiently for an opportunity to test 
the accuracy of the elements and my own computation. The 
first clear evening was on Wednesday the 18db, wheo on 
pointing the telescope, I immediately discovered the oonal 
nearly in the place assigned it It was faint, but brightest 
in the central parts ; resembling a small nebula, nearly chr- 
cular and about one minute in diameter ; but its margin wM 
exceedingly iU-defined. It could only be seen in a dark room* 
At 8 o'dodi its Right ascension was 1 h. 68 m. 42s., and 
its deelinaUon 22^ 49' 36'^ north, which is hut about ten 
minutes from the star Alpha Arietis, and neariy seventy d»> 
grees from the place where it was first discovered by Mr. 
Galle. 

Last evening the 19th, at about the same hour its Right 
ascension was 2 h. m. 31 s., and its declination 22^ 17' 14'^ 
Its Right ascension then is increasing I m. 49 s. daily, and 
its declination diminishing 3*2' 22^' daily. From these data, 
observeii will have no difficulty in following it for sometime 
to come. It has never been visible to the naked eye, and as 
it is now receding from both the earth and the sun, it never 
can be visible without a telescope. A good refractor however 
of two inches aperture would suffice to show it distinctly. It 
can only be observed between the houia of seven and nine 
in the evening; yet as its apparent motion ia in the same 
direction with the sun, it may perhaps continue visible ibf a 
month to come. 

ELIAS L00MI8. 

Hudson Observatory, March 20, 2840. 
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jniMlMlppI state Bondf« 

The amocint of liabilities of the State for bonda already 
negotiated, ia as follows : on account of stock in the Plan- 
ters' Bank $2,000,000 payable In instalments as follows : 



In 



M 
U 
tt 



II 



184! $125,000 

1846 125,000 

1851 125,000 

1868 126,000 

1861 500,000 

1866 500,000 

1871 500,000 



Outrage •!! the Amerlcsam Flag. 



which bear interest at the rate of six per cent, per annum, 
payable semi-annually in the city of New York. On which 
bonds the United States Bank have paid a balance of interest 
due on the last instalment, the sum of. $1)7 1 00 

Interest for the year 1840, one half due ! 

Januaiy next, and the other half due July next, 120,000 00 . 

Principal instalment due on the first of Jan- j 

naiynext 125,000 00 

Making an aggregate of. $246,710 00 . 

1 
of liabilities on account of the bonds issued lor Plantenf ; 

Bank stock which must be paid before the termination of the j 
present fiscal year. To meet this liability, the only resource 
of the State is in the sinking fund, which amounts to the 
sum of $525,765 00, loaned out to 195 individuals; and of 
which in the opinion of your committee, not more than 
$200,000 can be realized in the course of four years. 

The liabilities of the State on account of bonds sold for 
the use of the Union Bank, are as follows: 

In 1850 $1,250,000 

« 1863 1,250,000 

« 1856 1,250,000 

" 1858 1,250,000 

which bonds bear interest at the rate of five per cent, per 
annum, payable semi-annually in the city of London, and 
the second and third instalments of which amounting to 
$250,000, will become due and payable before the end of the 
present fiscal year, making an aggregate amount of $496,710. 

Judge Guiotit Report, 



Taxes, Debts and Expenses of Salem 

jllassachusettii. 

In looking over the statements which the Town and City 
Mithoritiea have annually published, I find the following as 
the comparative situation of the Taxes, Debts and Expenses, 
for several consecutive years : 

Taxes levied for 1834, $35,000, and the same lor several 
previous years. 

1835 $35,000, Debts $43,000, Expenses $44,559 26 

1836 35,000, « 43,000, «< 39,010 7S 
1887 35,000, *" 35,000, '• 39,832 97 

1838 35,000, « 37,410, « 43,363 88 

1839 35,000, « 43,500, ** 41,829 61 
Special appropriation paid for 1839, 8,702 34 

Since the organization of the City Government, in 1836, 
the Surplus Revenue has been received into the Treasury, 
and the following permanent appropriations have been made, 
viz: 

The City Hall ; Site for new Court House ; Harmony 
Grove Cemetery ; the land of Joshua Ward, for the purpose 
of widening Washington street; at an aggregate cost of more 
than thirty-three thousand dollars. 

The above items, together with many more which I notice 
in looking over the expenses of the several departments for 
the last mimicipal year, which have occurred from special 
causes, leave the City Debt at the end of the year $4:?,500, 
.or $500 more than it wm at the termination of the Town 
GoTfrnment, Vsracitt. 

Jiegitter, 



Captain Hale, of the Brig Boxer, just arrived at this port 
from a voyage to Afiica — the brig having been cfaaiterad by 
the Maryland Colonization Society to take out emigrants to 
Cape Palmas — ^states that on his return he touched at Sierm 
Leone and received some freight, and proceeded thence to the 
Isle of Mayo to load salt for Baltimore. He arrived at Mayo 
on the 22nd of February, and having received the usual visit 
from the authorities of the Island, and obtained permission 
to land and transact business, he was afWrwards sent fisr by 
the commandant, his papers detained, and himself and pas- 
senprers ordered on board again. 

The alleged ground of suspicion was, tliat he was en- 
gaged in the Slave Trade. Next day, however, his papen 
wcrp returned to him and he was told that he might proceed 
to sea, when the flag was lowered at the Battery. Shortly 
afterwards a boat came off with an order from the comman- 
dant for Capt Halo, to come on shore again with his papen. 
He was put under guard, his papers were taken from bnA, and 
his passengers, ofiicers and crew, with the exception of one 
man and the cook, were brought on shore, and with hioMdf 
committed to prison. They were detained there, without 
beds or provisions, until next day, when he was sent on boaid 
his vessel a prisoner — a prize master and crew being put in 
charge, who proceeded to Port de Praya, St Jago. 

Here he presented himself to the United States Consul, 
F. Gardner, Esq. who procured a speedy examination and 
release of the vessel. Captain Hale now found himself in 
possession of. tlie brig without a crew, when towards evening 
his passengers and officers arrived in an open boat from the 
Island of Mayo, and next day the remainder of the anew 
arrived, having been landed at Port Santiago, some 18 or 20 
miles distant. 

The brig having come to Mayo, directly from ^eira Leone, 
a British colony, the first inspection c^ her papers might 
have satisfied the authorities at the former place that she was 
no slaver. The whole proceeding is a wanton, unprovoked 
outrage to the American flag, and as such, immediate vepars* 
tion shoukl be demanded of the Portuguese government, 
although it is highly probable that the audioritiea of Mayo 
did not venture upon this oppression without instigation. 
The British influence, while it is strong oter the Portuguese 
is directed very decidedly against the American trade on the 
coast of Africa, and any occasion to throw embarrassment or 
difliculty in the way of its prosecution will hardly be suflered 
to pass. Capt Hale has entered his protest against the un- 
justifiable detention, and measures will be taken to secure r^ 
paration for the damages incurred. — Bait, jfmer. 



Correspondence of the Philadelphia Exchange 

New Castle, March 6, 1840. 

Mr. J. Coflee : Sir — ^Perhaps it will not be unintensstiag 
to yourself and the commercial community of your city, after 
so severe a winter as the past, to know a few fiicts touching 
the hartior of this place. I have not been absent one day 
from the wharf during the whole period of ice time— thm- 
fore my remarks are from ocular demonstration. This win- 
ter, though not so long as that of last year's, made more ice, 
and very strong. The ice run heavily during the whola 
period of freezing. This hsjbor, though in an unfinished 
state, gave ample protection to ninety-three vessels, of all 
classes, viz : 

6 ships, estimated tonnage, 3,200 

7 barques. . ." « 2,600 

26 brigs " « 6,405 

38 schooners." " 4,283 

13 sloops " " 566 

1 steamboat." " 40 

2 lightboats." " 50 

Vessels 92 Tons 16,213 

With the trifling addition of two other piera, this harbor 
will be competent to the secure protection of nearly half tha 
commerce of your city. AH the large class of vessels will lie 
afloat at all times of tide. 
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netoor^loffical OMerFatlom at Hnnts- 
Tllle, Ala*, for 9 years. 

Believing it may meet the eyes of some who will ralue it, 
I have compiled from the Register mentioned in a former 
article, (see page 171,) a table o( maximum and minimum 
temperature at Huntsville, Alabama., for the last nine yean. 
In toe third column of each year is given the monthly range, 
or diflferenoe, in degrees of Farenheit's thermometer, between 
the highest and lowest temperature. At the bottom is the 
greatest annual range. 
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By comparing the monthly and annual ranges of the above 
table with those of higher and lower latitudes than ours, we 
learn that our climate is less variable than that of the former, 
and more than the latter. The extremes of heat and cold 
as registered by scientific gentlemen in several of the northern 
and middle states are greater than in North Alabama. In ap- 
proaching the south they gradually diminish, and in New 
Orleans, Mobile, Savannah, dec., are less than here. 

The mean monthly temperature not being given in the 
Register to which I had access, I estimated the annual mean 
by a method sanctioned by high authority, though perhaps 
less accurate than the one usually employ^. Humbolt has 
observed that the temperature of April and October is veiy 
nearly that of the entire year. In accordance with this sug- 
gestion, I obtained as the mean of those two months for 
several years, 60*'07 degrees, which may probably be receiv- 
ed as the annual mean for our climate. It is a singular coin- 
cidence that the maximum and minimum temperatures of 
April for nine years is nearly the same, being 60° 13 degrees, 
while that of October for the same time is but a fraction less. 

The coldest month in this latitude is Januaiy ; the wannest 
July. The lowest temperature during the last nine years, 
was at sunrise on the 26th of January, 1832. The ther- 
mometer then stood at 9 degrees below xero, and the mean 
of three observations taken at sunrise, 3 o'clock, P. M. and 
at night fall, is 3*»33 degrees above 0. The highest temper- 
ature was at 3 o'clock, P. M. on the last day of August, 
1836. The thermometer stood at 96 in the shade. The 
mean of three observations taken as above is 85^16 degrees, 
giving a more intense heat for twenty-four hours than was 
ever recorded before or since in this place. 

In the Register before me the changes of the moon have 
been carefully noted for several years past, and after the 
closest examination, I see no ground for the popular opinion 
that they influence vegetation or the weather. They doubt- 
less are sometimes the accidental precursors of phenomena 
which have more substantial though latent causes. If any 
deference is due to learning, these vulgar notions ought surely 
to be relinquished on the authority of such a man as Dr. 
Olbers, the celebrated German astionomer, who discovered 
the asteroids Pallas and Vesta. After careful meterological 
observations for fifty years, he says — " I believe I have de- 
monstrated that the influence of the moon upon the weather 
is so small as to bo totally lost amid the great variety of other 
forces which change the state of our atmosphere, and that its 
pretended influence on men, animals, or plants, is all of it due 
to iUuaion and prejudice." — Southern Jdvoeate. 



Zoar, in Ohio, was settled by a rompany of Germans who 
put their property into common stock, with a patriarch at 
their head. They came over and purehased the township 
about 1 830. One of the conditions of the compact was, that 
no one of the assoeiates should marry until their aflbirs had 
arrived at such a state of maturity that the patriarch should 
think it expedient to remove the restraint In the space of 
fifteen years, they had built a town, cultivated gardens and 
fields, erected a church, mills, dec. Of school houses they 
had no need, for there was not a child in the town. A gen- 
tleman who spent a Sabbath with them in 1834, saya the 
patriareh, then about seventy years of age read a portion of 
the Bible, and then delivered an address, in German of coarse. 
The music was very fine, and accompanied with all sorts of 
instruments. The company consisted of about two hun- 
dred and fifty men, and a still larger number of women.*- 
There was no reason to doubt that the agreement of celibacy 
had been faithfully kept; but about a year afterwards the 
patriarch removed the restraint, ond was one of the first to 
use the liberty he had granted.— JV*. T, Jour. Com* 



Importation of Egf^M.^The sloop A. M. P., Captain 
Brig^vtman, has rognlarly, for twenty-three years, made 
twenty-five trips a year from Westport, Maas. to this port— 
during which period she has brought to our maiket, on an 
average, 500 dozen of eggs each trip, making a total of 
3,450,000 eggs, averaging 1 2 cents per doien. Amounting to 
thirty lour thousuid five hundred dollars.— Provid^M/eirr. 
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[Anric, 



Yean. 


Tom. 


1836 


1^510,807 


1837 


1,171,296 


1838 


1,333,011 


1839 


1,435,713 



Tolls. 

)l,6 14,342 46 

1,292,023 38 

1,590,911 07 

1,616,382 02 



NcMT York Camali. 

Amidst all the embarrassment and depression of " these 
times," it is cheering to notice the Eteady progress of busi- 
ness on our Canals. From the annual report of the Canal 
Commissioners just published, it appears that the amount of 
property cleared on the New York Canals in 1 839 was greater 
than in any former year, not excepting the famous year of 
speculation, 1836 ; and that the tolls and tonnage were like- 
wise grater. This will more distinctly be seen from the fol- 
lowing statement : 

Value. 

$67,634,343 

55,809,288 

65,746,559 

73,399,764 

The CommissionerB attribute this increase to the extension 
of the permanent sources which supply the tonnage on the 
Canals, and which are independent of the fluctuations of 
coomierce and of money. *' Among these sources, the in- 
creasing population of the great west, the augmentation of 
its products, and the diversion of trade from other channels, 
aio the most prominent." And this remark gathers import* 
ance from the estimate of the Commissioners that nearly one 
half the surplus agricultural products of the West are yet re- 
tained in the granaries of tlie fiirmers. 

The report is accompanied with thirteen tables, exhibiting 
various classes of facts in relation to the Canals, but the most 
important is the following, noted as statement '* A." In this 
table, country produce is estimated at its value on the line of 
the Canal where it was shipped, and merchandise at the in- 
voice prices. The cost of transportation is not included. 



TABLE CONTINUED. 



ARTICLES AND QUANTITY. 
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Description, quantity and vahie of all the property 
cleared on the .Aetv Tork State Canale in 1839. 



ARTICLES AND QUANTITY. 



THE FOREST. 
Fur and peltry pounds . . . 4,6C2,0C0 

Product of ivood — 
Boards and scantling, ft. .173,653,800 

ShingKM 59,600 

Timber, cubic ft. 2,8 1 5,900 

Staves, pounds 88,734,000 

Wood, coids 91,530 

Ashes, bonels 45,752 

Total of the Forest, tons,. . . . 

AGRICULTURE. 
Product of atdmaio — 

Poik, barrels 65,278 

Bee^ barrels 14,246 

Cheese, pounds 1 6,478,000 

Butter and lard, pounds . 10,140,000 
Wool pounds 3,376,000 



2S 



1 



o 

o 



2,301 

289,423 

7,460 

56,318 

44,367 

256,384 
11,438 



P 
> 



1.2 
I i 



^U other Jlgncultnrat producto — 

Cotton, pounds 2,142,000 

Tobacco, pounds 930,000 

Clover and grass seed, lbs. 1,484,000 

Flax seed, pounds 1,8 4,000 

Hops, pounds 238,000 

All other Agricultural Products, tons. 

Total Agriculture, tons. . . . 

MANUFACTURES. 
Domestic spirits, gallons . . 1 ,24 4|800 

Leather, pounds 1 ,8 1 0,C0() 

Furniture, pounds 1 6,428,( 00 

Bar and pig lead, pounds. 1,C38,000 

Pig iron, pounds 11 ,3 J2,000 

Iron ware, pounds 10,458,000 

Domestic woollens, pounds 568,000 
Domestic cottons, pounds . 1 ,474,000 
Salt, barrels 561,366 



1,071 
490 
742 
902 
119 



288,919 
93,354! 
97,870 
37,494 
46,261 



3,324! 663,897 < 



266,052 17,056,911 



6,224 
905 

8,214 
519 

5,651 

5,229 

284 

737 

84,205 



501,010 
479,937 
2,016,509 
54,039 
225,383 
646,075 
722,489 
573,407 
770,727 



111,968^5,989,576 



Product of animals, tons. . . . 
Vegetable Food, 

Flour, barrels 1,303,597 

Wheat, bushels 9,283,287 

Rye, bushels 56,071 

Com, bushels 134,666 

Barlc^, bushels 283,333 

Other grain, bushels . • • • 203,777 

Bran and ship stufis, bush 766,555 

Peas and Beans, bushels 20,133 

Potatoes, bushels 72,840 

Dried Fruit, pounds .... 376,000 



667,681 



9,791 
2,137 
8,239 
6,070 
1,688 



;^3,575,089 

$2,121,516 
163,552 
249,164 
384,307 
249,625 
1,019,800 



132,286 



192,540 

30,669 

8,410 

26,207 



39,493,764 



740,856 

114,094 

72,104 

2,169,907 



257,826 $3,096,960 



$7,762,553 



1,103,525 
146,657 
1,891,285 
1,452,868 
1,444,126 



Vegetable food, tons. . . . 225,803,1 1,055,553 



26,925 


$5,437,461 


140,788 


6,003,970 


68,498 


2,462,807 


1,574 


47,022 


4,031 


101,445 


6,815 


169,913 


4,585 


105,805 


6,899 


106,068 


604 


20,438 


1,821 


17,028 


188 


21,057 



Total Manufactures, tons. . . . 

Merchandise, pounds . . . .264,572,000 

Other articles — 
Stone, lime 6c clay, Iba. . .385,080,000 

Gypsum, pounds 6 1,338,000 

Mineral ooal, pounds .... 16,820,000 
Sundries, pounds 52,4 14,000 

Other articles, tons. . . . 
Total tons 1,435,7 13. Estimated value,. .$73,899,7641 

Of tlie increase of tonnage compared with the preceding 
year, viz. 102/02 tons the following are some of the items: 

Tons. 

Product of the forest 2,492 

Flour 24,650 

Salt 9,593 

Merchandise 7,996 

Of the increase m value the following are the principal 
items. 

Merchandise $7fi99fi72 

Produce of the forest 1,424,490 

Salt 87,624 

In the article of flour notwithstanding there has bem 
transported on the canals 24,650 tons, more than during the 
previous year, yet the value of the same has decTMsed 
$312,827. 

The following are the quantity and value of eooie of the 
principal articles which arrived at Albany and Troy by the 
Canals in 1839. 

Tons. 

Flour 107,201 

Wheat 17.482 

Pork, beef, cheese, batter, lard Sc wool 20,799 
Boards, scantling, shingles, timber, 
staves^ wood, aidies, fur and peltry • 877,720 

The whole number of tons which arrived at the Hudsoo 
river in 1839, was as follows, viz : 

Arrived at Albany 342,695 

West Troy 248,428 

By nilrottd from Schenectady 11,005 

602,128 



Value. 
$6,451,919 
765,922 
4»217,825 

6,256,391 
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Total Dumber of tons ascending and descending. . 750,613 

There was an increase of merchandise and other articles 
going from the Hudsoa river, comparing 1839 with 1838, 

of. 5,677 tons. 

And a decrease coming to tide water, of 38,353 '* 

The merchandise cleared at Albanjn West Troy and Sche- 
nectady in 1839,(124,575 tons) was lefl on the several 
canals, as shown by statement No* 5, in the following pro- 
portion, viz: 

Erie canal 80,026 

Champlain canal 14,468 

Oswego canal 11,^59 

Cayuga and Seneca canal 7,737 

Chemung canal 2,167 

Crooked Lake canal 4,362 

Chenango canal 4,5i6 

Total 124,575 

The following is a classification of the articles transported 
on the Canals in 1839 : — 

Classification of 
articles, dice. Tons. 

Boats and passengers, 

The forest 667,581 

Agriculturo 266,052 

Manufactures 11 1,968 

Merchandise 132,?86 

Other articles 257,8^36 



Value. 



JW^,762,553 
17,056,911 

5,989,576 
59,493,764 

3,096,9^0 



Tolls. 

.fl81,S23 
253,710 
479,534 

81,251 
635,486 

83,662 



1,435,713 $73,399,764 $1,614,966 

The difference between the amount of tolls received, as 
stated on the third page and the above, arises from the fact, 
that in the former the amount received for copies of clear- 
ances and penalties ($1 ,4 1 6,02) is included, and in the latter 
omitted. 

The following statement shows the number of tons and 
Talue of each class of articles except merchandise, which 
moved on the canals, and the tons and value of the same, 
which came to the Hudson river during the season of navi- 
gation in 1839 : — 

Total Cleared, 

Classification of articles. Tons. Value. 

The forest 667.581 $7,762,653 

Agriculture 266,052 17,056,911 

Manufactures 111,968 5,989,576 

Other articles 257,826 3,096,960 



1.803,427 

Came to the Hudson River. 

Tons. 

Thefoiest 377,720 

Agriculture 163,785 

Manufactures 8,565 

Other articles 51,559 



Year. 

1834, 
1835, 
1836, 
1837, 
1838, 
1839, 



Tons. 

130,452 
128,552 
124,982 
116,491 
133,080 
124,683 



Value. 

$5,719,795 00 
7,395,939 00 
9,796,540 00 
9,640,156 00 
9,883,686 00 
7,217,841 00 



Tolls. 

Not aacer'dr 

do. 

do. 
$301,739 OO' 
380,161 00 
404,525 00 



Years. 


Buffalo. 


1835, 


15,935 


1836, 


24,154 


1837, 


27,206 


1838, 


57,977 


1839, 


60,082 



$33,900,000 



Value. 

$5,256,391 
12,105,2991 
1,621,762 
1,044,929 



601,629 $20,028,381 

The total tons coming to tide- water for each of the last six 
yeai% and the aggregate value thereof in market, with the 
amount received for tolls on all the canals, were as follows : 



Year. 


Tons. 


Value. 


Tolls. 


1834, 


553,596 


$13,405,022 00 


$1,341,465 69 


1835, 


763,191 


20,525,446 00 


1,549,282 56 


1836, 


696,347 


26,032,470 00 


1,614.842 46 


1837, 


611,781 


31,822,354 00 


1,292,624 76 


1838, 


640,481 


23,038,510 00 


1,590,911 07 


2839, 


602,128 


20,163,199 00 


1,614,966 10 



Wettern Trade. 

The tons of wheat and flour shipped at Buffalo and Os- 
wego, from 1805 to 1839, inclusive, and the total tons of 
wheat and flour which arrived at the Hudson river, were as 
follows : — 

Osw^o. Arrived at tide-water. 

14,888 128,552 

13,691 124,982 

7,429 116,491 

10,010 133,080 

15,108 124,683 

The whole quantity of merchandise deared firom the Hud- 
son river on the Canals in 1839, was ftons) 122,865 

In 1838, (tons) *. 117,949 

Increase, (tons) 4,9 1 6 

The quantity going to other States, by way of Whitehall^ 
OswcgQ and Buffalo, was. 

In 1839, (tons) 41,488 

In 1838, (tons) 40.260 

Increase, (tons) 1,228 

If the quantity of merchandise going to other States ber 
deducted from the total quantity cleared in each of the years 
above referred to, it leaves the merchandise for the State of 
New York, in 1838, at 77,689 tons; and in 1839, at 81,377 
tons. Increase, 3,688 tons. 

The quantity of merchandise and furniture going to othet 
States, by way of BuflSilo, for each of the last six years is a* 
follows, viz: 

Year. Merchandise, tons. Furniture tons. 

1834 17,410 4,149 

1835 18,466 4,674 

1836 30,874 4,935 

1837 22,229 5,338 

1838 32,087 3,500 

1839 29,699 2,188 

The decrease of merchandise, comparing 1838 with 1639 
is 2,388 tons, and in furniture for the same years 1,3 12 tons. 
The falling off in the quantity of furniture passing west, by 
way of Buflalo, for the last two years, is an indication of a 
material decline, during that pciiod of emigration to the 
Western States. 

The following statement shows the quantity of merchan- 
dise and furniture going to the several States, by way of Buf- 
fido, during the last year, viz : 



The following statement shows the whole quantity of 
wheat and flour that came to the Hudson river from 1834 to 
1839, inclusive, with the aggregate market value of the nme, 
and the amount of tolk received on all the wheat and flotu 
transported on the canals in the same years. 

Vol. II 32 



States, &e. 



Mdze., tons. Furniture, tons. 



Ohio 14,338 

Michigan 6,656 

Indiana 2,296 

Illinois 3,634 

Wisconsin 651 

Missouri 24 

Kentucky 654 

Pennsylvania 1,446 



765 

776 
56 

392 
141 

4 

9 

25 



39,699 2,188 

The increase of agricultural products coming from other 
States, by way of Buffalo, in 1839, over 1838 is 4,081 tons; 
in the product of the forest, 18,220 ton% and all other ar- 
ticles, 235 tons, making a total increase of 22,536 tons. The 
increase on wheat and flour in 1839, over 1838, is 2,087 
tons, and over 1837, 33^25 tons. The increase of all other 
products m 1839, over 1838, is 20,459 tons, and over 1837, 
14,769 tona. 
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An intelligent gwtleman (a foreigner) who spent the 
greater part of last year in travelling through the several 
States of the Union, and by every mode of conveyance, has 
favoured as with the following interesting article exhibiting 
aome cuiioos and novel comparisons and results. 

For the U. 8. Commercial and Statistical Register. 

Travelling Sfatlslic§. 

Since my arrival in New York in December 183S, I kept 
a Journal of all my travels in the United Slates, in which I 
noted Ist, the date and hour of departure from, and arrival in 
every place ; 2d, the time spent on the journey, and the dura- 
tion of all the stoppages, which gave the time of actual mo- 
tion; 3d, the distance travelled over; 4th, the manner of 
travelling or kind of conveyance; finally, 6th, the speed ex- 
clusive of stoppages, and 6th, the rates of charges. 

On the 1 4th of Januaiy 1840, 1 finished a journey through 
nearly all the States of the Union ; having left New York 
on the 24th of December 1838, the whole time spent on the 
journey was one year and 20 days, during which I travelled 

Upon railroads with locomotives 3,329 miles. 

do. do. horse power 315 

In steamboats upon rivere 2,220 

do. do. lakes and sea 813 

In stage coaches 2,614 

do. sleighs 335 

In canal boats 375 

In a sailing vessel 136 

In private conveyances 293 

On foot and horseback 100 



tt 
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Total distance 10,430 

equal to 150 degrees of the meridian. 

These 10,430 miles were travelled in 1 75 separate journeys, 
being at an average distance of 60 miles. The number of 
Railroads over which I passed was 64, and I took passage in 
24 different steamboats. / have not met imtth a aingU acci- 
dent of the smailett kind during the. whole time. 



From tlie above it appears that of an inland voyage oft 
10,000 miles, the travel upon railroads amounted to more 
than one-third of the whole distance. 

The speed upon railroads is 50 per cent greater than that 
of steamboats, to which I have however to remark, that ttm 
passage in steamboats upon rivers was nearly exclusively up 
stream. The speed %pon common roads ia less than one- 
third of that on railroads, the speed of canal boats only one- 
fourth. The average speed on the whole voyage, which it 
obtained by dividing the number of miles travelled by the 
time of motion was 7^ miles, or half the speed on raiUnadsL 

The fare in steamboats and canal boats includes boaid, 
and is therefore the cheapest ; the stage fares are 40 per cent. 
higher than the railroad charges, and the average rate per 
mile for the whole voyage was 5 8-1 0th cents. 

The time spent in travelling, inclusive of stoppagca, was 
1,835 houra; ihe stoppages amounted therefore to one-ibutlfa 
or 26 per cent, of the whole time occupied ; and the average 
speed inclusive of stoppages, waa 5 6-1 0th miles per hour. 

Philadelphia, April, 1 840. K. 
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Corn Trade. 

Diirrzrc, Feb. 5. — Inundation of the Vietula. — ^A cir- 
cumstance has occurred which may derange the com trade 
this year and put all parties interested in it in very unlooked- 
for positions. In our last we referred to the dangerous i^ 
pearance of the river (the Vistula.) The result has been sodh 
as no one ever contemplated, and which at first none but 
eye witnesses would have believed. The Vistula, from the 
mild weather and the heavy floods from Poland, bad partially 
broken up, and came down with great force, committing fre- 
quent damage to the dykes, bursting the sluices, and over- 
flowing a district called the Binnen Ncyrung. About four 
miles from Dantzic, at a spot called Neufehr, a stoppage of 
ice occurred, which diverted the water from the channeL At 
this point the Vistula runs near the sea, being separated by 
only one half to three-quarters of a mile (Enj^liuh) of land, 
from which it, however, again diverges, an^ proceeds on to 
Dantzic. The channel being blocked up, the river, banting 
across the country, flowed on to the sea ; the intervening 
sand hills, of 70, and 8 J, and even 100 feet high, formed no 
opposition; they were speedily undermined, and the river 
rolled on, seemingly regardless of a lower channel on both 
sides, inwards of the downs or sand hills. In a few hours 
the cut through the sand hills was 1,000 feet wide, and the 
breadth of the river at the sea three times that width. Since 
then the opening is 2,000 feet, and the hills fall houriy down, 
as if cut with a knife. The river rushes fiercely through, 
making higher up the most fearfiil ravages in the dyke. TiM 
inhabitants of the populous district of Werder are hourly in 
danger of being inundated. By this cut the river saves a 
distance of about ten English miles. What ^ect this atrange 
work of nature will have on the navigation of the river, the 
supplies of com, etc, no one can telL What the human 
hand .can do in it, 'tis impossible to say ; the old bod of the 
Vistula lies fast with ice hillocks, and it may be months ere 
they melt , 

Progress of Railroads. — From Albany west, the follow- 
ing are finished : 

Albany to Schenectady, 16 

Utica to Schenectady, 78 

Utica to Syracuse, 53 

Syracuse to Auburn, 26 

Rochester to Batavia, 33 

205 

From Auburn to Rochester, 78 ; Batavia to BnflSdo, S4, 
are commenced. Thus will the whole distance firom Boston 
to Bufialo, (500 miles,) veiy soon be finished. 



Large Eagle, — ^The Springfield Republican saya, that a 
brown EaghB was shot a few days since at Long meadow.-^ 
His vrings, when ei tended, measured seven feel three inch- 
es^when abot, he was engaged in a fight with about a hun- 
dred crows. 
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JLottcr from the Sccrciary of War, 

To the Chairmui of the Committee on Military Afiairs, in 
relation to the employment of Uloodhounds against the ho^ 
tile Indians in Florida. Submitted to the Senate, Feb. 1 7, 
1840. 

War Department, Pebraary 17, 1840. 

Sir: I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 14th instant, transmitting, iroxfx the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, a number of memorials against 
the employment of bloodhounds in the present war with the 
Indians in Floriila, for such answer thereto as the occasion 
may require, from the Executive branch of the GoTemment 
As I have had occasion to answer similar inquiries made by 
Q member of the House of Representatives, I beg leave to 
transmit to the committee a copy of that communication, 
which, in part, furnishes the information required. 

There can be no doubt, from the respectable character of 
the memorialists, that they are animated by humane motives 
in remonstrating against the use of these dogs; but it is equally 
certain that they are deceived, when they suppose that their 
employment will degrade the chamcter of the country, or 
render its officers obnoxious to the charge of cruelty. It was 
doubtless the intention of the authorities of Florida, when 
they imported the bloodhounds, to use them as guides to di»> 
cover the lurking-places of the Indians, not, as has been 
erroneously believed, to worry or destroy them ; and this de- 
partment has given positive instructions to that effect, if they 
should be employed by any officers in the service of the Gov- 
ernment, as will be seen by the accompanying copy of a let- 
ter to the commanding general in Florida. The Government 
was not consulted on the subject of the importation of these 
dogs by the governor and council of Florida, and was ignor- 
ant of the transaction until after their arrival in the Territory, 
but this department did not feel itself justified in forbidding 
their use. The inhabitanti of Florida have been cruelly 
harassed, and all their efforts and those of our troops have 
hitherto proved unavailing to protect their families from the 
murderous assaults of the savages. If they believe that this 
cannot be effected but by the superior sagacity of these dogs, 
it would be inhuman to prevent them from making use of 
what they regard as the only means of saving their wivesand 
children from the tomahawk and scalping-knife. 

I beg leave to transmit, herewith, a copy of a letter from 
A. L. Magenis, Esq. of St Louis, which contains his im- 
pressions respectio^ the object for which these dogs were 
procured, ana the manner in which they are to be used, de- 
rived during a short stay, which he was obliged to make in 
Tallahassee, about the time the dogs arrived in Florida. 
X The memorials are herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 
Hox. Thomas H. BisiTOir, 

Chairman of Committee on Military Affiurs, Senate. 

Watfnnjrtott Ciiy, February 8, 1840. 

Dear Sir : In compliance with your request, that I would 
communicate in writing what I had previously mentioned in 
conversation, as having heard while passing through Florida 
on my way here, respecting the bloodhounds recently brought 
there from CuImi, and the purpose for which they were pro- 
cured, I beg leave to state that on the 6th ultimo, during a 
sojourn of two or three days at Tallahassee, while paying a 
visit at the residence of the present governor, a gentleman 
entered the parlor, who was introduced as Colonel Fitz- 
patrick, and who informed Governor Reed, that he had just 
arrived from Cuba with a number of bloodhounds, to obtain 
which, he had been despatched, as I understood him, under 
authority from ex-governor Call, and the Lcgblatnre of 
Florida ; CoL Fitzpatrick spoke of the difficulties which he 
had had in getting those dogs, thirty-three in number ; the 
high price paid for them, and the great trouble arising from 
b<5fterous weather and scarcity of proviiions, owing to the 
▼oyage being of unusual length, in bringing them over ; he 
expreased a desire that Governor Reed should give immediate 
instnictions to have them taken from on board the vessel, 



then lying at Port Leon or St. Marks, as they were very 
much reduced and feeble from want of proper food, and put 
in some fit place, under the charge of five Spaniards, whom 
he had hired in Cuba as their keepers, and who were the 
only persons capable of managing tliem. A good deal was 
said as to the manner in which they were to be used in oper- 
ating against the Indians, and I believe, as well as I can re- 
collect, and my recollection is pretty diiitinct. Col. Fitzpatrick, 
who appeared most conversant with the mode of keeping and 
using them, observed that tliey were always muzzled unless 
when being fctj; tliat, when employed in order to discover a 
hiding or retreating enemy, a keeper was appointed to each 
dog to hold him in leash, and endeavour to put him on the 
scent, which once found, he rarely lost — the pursuers follow- 
ing close up to the keeper, and were thus conducted to the 
object of their search. 

The dogs were described by Colonel Fitzpatrick as pos- 
sessing fine wind, great strength, bottom, and courage, and 
as differing from the common hound in one particular, which 
made them of infinite service in chase of a lurking enemy : 
they rarely, or never, gave tongue to warn him of the ap« 
proach of his pursuers. I was not led to believe, from any 
thing which I heard on the occasion alluded to, or indeed at 
any other time during my journey through Florida, (hat those 
dogs were to be unmuzzled and let slip to assail the hostile 
marauding Indian warriors, and destroy their women and 
children. I am persuaded that the people of Florida, dread- 
fully as they have suffered from the ferocity of the Indiana, 
would not countenance such a species of warfare. 

Colonel Fitzpatrick, who, I have since learned, is an officer 
of the Florida militia, struck me as being a gentleman of 
great intelligence and decided character. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ARTHUR L. MAGENIS. 

Hon. Mr. Poinsett, Secretary of War. 

TFar Department^ December 30, 1839. 

Sir : — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 27th instant, inquiring into the truth of the 
assertion made by the public papers, that the Government 
had determined to use bloodhoundt in the war against the 
Florida Indians, and beg to assure you that it will afford me 
great pleasure to give you all the iniformation on this subject 
in possession of the department 

From the time I first entered upon the duties of the War 
Department, I continued to receive letters from ofiScers com- 
manding in Florida, as well as from the most enlightened 
citizens of that territory, nrging the employment of blood- 
hounds^ as the most efiocient means of terminating the atro- 
cities daily perpetrated by the Indians on the settlers in that 
territory. To these proposals no answer was given, until in 
the month of August, 1838, while at the Virginia Springs, 
there was referred to me from the department, a letter ad- 
dressed to the Adiutant General, by the officer commanding 
the forces m Florida, General Taylor, to the following effect* 

Head Quarterty ,9rtny of the Souths 
Fort Brooke,* July 28, 1838. 

Sir : — I have the honour to enclose you a communication 
this moment received, on the subject of procuring bloodhounds 
from the Island of Cul)a, to aid the army in its operations 
against the hostiles in Florida. 

I am decidedly in favour of the measure, and beg leave 
again to urge it as the only means of ridding the country of 
the Indians, who are now broken up into small parties that 
take shelter in swamps and hammocks as the army approach- 
es, making it impossible for us to follow or overtake them, 
without the aid of such auxiliaries. 

Should tliis measure meet the approbation of the depart- 
ment, and the necessary authority be granted, I will o]Mn a 
correspondence on the subject, with Mr. Evertson, through 
Major Hunt, assistant quarter master of Savannah, and vnll 
authorize him, if it can be done on reasonable terms, to em- 
ploy a few dogs, with persona who understand their man- 
agement 
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I wish it distinctly understood that my object in employing | event of those dogs being employed by any officer) i \Beeim 
dogs, is only to ascertain where the Indians can be found, , under your command, that tneir use be confined alt. gethcr 



not to worry them. 
I have the honour to be, or, your obedient senrant, 

Z. TAYLOR. 
Brevet Brigadier General U. 8. A« Com'dg. 
General R. Joaris, Washington, D. C. 

On this letter, I endorsed the following decision, which 
was communicated to Genera ITaylor: '^I have always been 
of opinion that dogs ought to be employed in this warfare, 
to protect the army from surprise and ambuscades, and to 
track the Indian to his lurking place ; but supposed, if the 



to tracking the Indians : - and in order to ensure this, and la 
prevent the possibility of tbeir injuring any person whatao- 
ever, that they be muzzled when in the field, and held with a 
leash while following the track of the enemy. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Brig. Gen. Z. Tatlob, ComMg Army of the Sooth, Fa. 



Naval Armament on tbe I.akef. 

JVar Department, March 27, 1840. 
Sir: — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a 
general believed them to be neoeasaiy, be would not hesitate ' copy of the resolution of the House of Representatives of tbe 
to take measures to procjure them. The eold-blooded and 9th instant, referred to tbe Department by your direction% 
inhuman murders lately perpetrated upon helpless women ^ with instructions to report any ** specific information in po«p 
and children by these ruthless savages, render it expedient ; session of tbe War Department relative to the present British 
that every possible means should be resorted to, in order to naval armament on the lakes, and the periods when the in- 
protect tne people of Florida, and to enable the United States' crease of force beyond the stipulations of the convention of 
forces to foUow and capture or destroy the savage and unre- 1 1817 were severally made on different points of the lake 
lenting foe. General Taylor is, therefore, authorized to pro- ' frontier.*' 

cure such number of dogs as he may judge necessary, it : The resolution wss immediately referred to Major General 
being expressly understood that they are to be employed to Scott, and other oflicers who have been serving on the lake 
track and discover the Indians, not to worry or destroy them." frontier, for any information in their possession, or in theb 
This is the only action or correspondence, on the part of power immediately to procure, upon the subject, and search 
the department, thst has ever taken place in relation to the is making for auch as may be on the files of the Department, 
matter. 7'he general took no measures to carry into effect I now enclose for your information a copy of the report of 
his own recommendation, and this department has never General Scott, who is the only officer yet heard from. As 
sinee renewed the subject. I continue, however, to enter- soon as reports are received from the other officers called 
tain the opinion expressed in the above decision. I do not upon, and the examination of the files of the Department is 
hdievethat description of dog, called the bloodhound, neces- . completed, any additional information which may be thus 
sazy to prevent surprise, or track the Indian murderer ; but I procured will be immediately laid before you. 



still think that every cabin, every military post, and every de- 
.tachment, should be attended by dogs. That precaution 
juight have saved Dade's command from massacre ; and, by 
[giving timely warning, have prevented many of tbe cruel 
murders which have been committed by the Indiana in Mid- 
dle Florida. The only successful pursuit of Indian murder- 
ers that I know of was on a late occasion, when the pursuers 



Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. R. POINSETT. 
To the President of the United States. 

Sead Quartern Eatteim Divinon, 7 
Elizabethtown, N. J., March 23, 1840. 3 
Sir: — ^I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 
were aided by the sagacity of their dogs. These savages 16th inst, covering a resolution of the House of Repiesenta- 
had approached a cabin of peaceful add industrious settlers , tives of the 9th, referred from the Department of State to the 
so st^thily, that the first notice of their presence was given Department of War, inquiring" whether the Government of 
by a voUey from their rifles thrust between the logs of the Great Britain [has] expressed to the Government of the 
house ; and the work of death was finished by tomahawking United States, a desire to annul the arrangement entered 
the women, af\er tearing from them their infant children and into between the two Governments in the month of April, 
dashing their bnins out against the door-posts. Are these 1817, respecting the naval force to be njaintained upon the 
ruthless savages to escape and repeat such scenes of blood American lakes ; and that, if said arrangement be not an- 
because they can elude our fellow-citizens in Florida, and nulled, rohether there ha$ been any violation of the tame 
our regular soldiers, and baffle their unaided efiforts to over- by the authorities of Great Britain?** 
take or discover them 1 Confining myself to the latter clause of the resolution, 

On a late occasion, three estimable citizens were killed in which I have underscored, and which you have referred to 
the immediate neighbourhood of St. Augustine, and one offi- ! me, I report the facts within my knowledge connected with 
cer of distinguished merit mortally wounded. It is in evi- ' that inquiry, premising that I have not had time to verify 
dence that these murders were committed by two Indians, my own impressions by those of more than one officer [€k>L 
,who, after shooting dovm the fiither, and beating out the Worth] who has recently held a command under ne on the 
son's brains with the butts of their rifles, upon hearing the frontiers of the British North American Provinces, 
approach of the volunteers, retired a few yards into the woods, \ I do not know, nor do I believe that the British authorities 
and secreted themselves until the troops returned to town have had a single armed vessel of any description on the 
witl^ the dead bodies of those who had been thus inhumanly lakes, abox^e Detroit, in many years. 

and wantonly butchered. It is to be regretted that this corps But in the summer and autumn of 1838, whilst I was 
had not been accompanied with one or two hunters, who, ' absent at the South, I understood firom our officeni on my 
with their dogs, nught have tracked the blood-stained foot- return, that the authorities in Upper Canada had employ^ 
steps of these Indians, have restored to liberty the captive one or more armed steamers lured for the purpose, and 
they were dragging away with them, and have prevented manned with a certain number of troops, to cruise on lake 
jthjpm from ever again repeating such atrocitjes. Nor could Erie against apprehended invasions from our side on the part 
i^e severest casuist object to our fellow citizens in Florida of the people odled Canadian patriate. 
reporting to such measures, 'm. order to protect the lives of Tbe season of 1839 having been a tranquil one, I did not 



their women and children. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R, POINSETT. 
Hon. Heztbt a. Wiss, House of Representative. 



hear of a single armed British vessel on that lake. 

In the month of January, 1838, at the time there 
considerable number of those patriota in possession of Navy 
Island, in the Niagara river, seeking to make a descent on 
the opposite Canadian sliore, the British authorities faired 
two or three lake craft^schooners — and armed and manned 
Sir : — ^Tt b unJerstood by the Department! although not , them for the purpose of frustrating that threatened invasion; 
officblly informeil of the Au;t, that the authorities of the Ter- ' but it is believed tlut those vessels were never on Lake Erie 
rity of Florida have imported a pack of bloodhounds from whilst so armed and manned, and that diey were discharged 
the Island of Cuba, and I think it proper to direct, in the ' as soon as that particular danger had passed away. 



IFar Department, January 26, 1840, 
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Down to the burning of the Bridah merchant steamer, the 
Sir Robert Peel, on the St. Lawrence, in lti38, 1 cannot learn 
that the authorities of the Canadas had any armed vessel of 
any sort in activity, (whatever they might have had laid up 
in port,) either un Lake Ontario or on the river St. Law- 
rence ; but after that event, and up to the close of navigation 
in 1888, 1 learn from Cd. Worth, who returned from the 
Cherokee country to the Canadian frontier several months 
before my return, that those authorities had employe4 several 
hired steamers, besides barges, all armed and manned, cruis- 
ing against parties of the same patriott^ principally on the 
St Lawrence, and confined to their own waters. 

During the past season, (of 1839,) and up to the close of 
navigation, two steamera, (owned or hired by the British 
authorities,) one schooner, and a number of barges, were in 
like manner employed on the same lake and river, as a secu- 
rity against an apprehended renewal of the troubles of the 
preeeding year. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Sir, with high respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Hem. J. R. PoivssTT, Secretary of War. 



COMMON SCHOOLS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Continued from page 228.) 

Further extractt from Superintendent's Report of Common 
Schoolt of the Commonvfealih of Penntylvania. 

Our secondary schools include Female Seminaries and 
Academies. By the act of 12th April, 1838, appropriations 
for ten years are made to the institutions, averaging from 
^00 to $500 annually^to each, in proportion to the number 
of pupils taught. 

Under this law there was paid at the State Treasury, 

In 1838, to Academies ;^,790 00 

do. Female Seminaries, 700 00 

In 1839, to Academies, 21,329 87 

do. Female Seminaries 8,413 83 

A list of Female Seminaries and Academies, patronized 
under this law, is appended to this report, showing the 
amount of quarterly payments to each in the last year; from 
this it appears that twenty-nine Female Seminaries and fifty- 
two Academies, are in the receipt of aid from the Common- 
wealth. Reports have been received only from eleven Female 
Seminaries and thirty-four Academies. From these it ap- 
pears that they are generally in a flourishing condition. 

The average number of pupils in each of the Female 



The mistaken opinion is sometimes entertained, that the 
vigorous prosecution of the System of Education by Com- 
mon Schools, diminishes the support of the Secondary 
Schools. But the truth is, that when the Primary and Sec« 
ondary Schools are well regulated, and well conducted, the 
latter are sustained by the former — they are filled with scho- 
lars from the Primary Schools, who seek for higher attain- 
ments in knowledge. 

The Colleges in our State have been, in' this report, de- 
signated Superior Schools. The same act of the 12th April, 
1S38, which patronizes Female Seminaries and Academies, 
makes an annual appropriation for ten years, of $1,000 to 
each University and College maintaining four Professors, 
and instructing, constantly, at least one hundred studentsi 
Under tlie provisions of this act. there was paid to the Col- 
leges at the State Treasury, 

In 1838 $3,500 00 

In 1B39 9,250 00 

The names of these institutions, their location, and the 
amount of quarterly payments made to each, in the past 
year, appeani in the following table : 

Names. Location of. A m't of quarterly 

payments to. 

University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia $250 00 

Allegheny, Crawford county, 250 00 



Dickinson, Cumberland do. 

Jefferson, M'ashington do. 

Lafayette, Northampton do. 

Madison, Fayette do. 

Marshall, Franklin do. 

Pennsylvania, Adams do. 



250 
250 
250 
250 
250 
250 



00 
00 
00 
00 

00 



00 
Washington, Washington do 250 00 



These institutions have all, except one, made reports, which 
are fully exhibited in the tables hereto annexed. From these 
it appears that, during the last year, there was one thousand 
one hundred and seventy students in the University and Col- 
leges, and in the Preparatory Schools that forty- four students 
are qualifying themselves to become teachers in Common 
Schools. That the medium price of tuition for one year, 
including ftiel and contingencies, is thirty-three dollars an4 
seventy-five cents ; and that the medium amount of all th^ 
expenses of a student for one year, including boarding, i^ 
one hundred and twen^-one dollars. 

From a review of the operations of our system of educar 
tion, so far as it is under the care of, or receives direct patron- 
age from the State, the following results appear : 
That during the last year, there were ui the University and 

seven Colleges, constantly educated .... 1,170 scholars. 
In 52 Academies, there were 2,652 ** 



Seminaries which reported is thirty-six; the medium price • on n i c • • u « r»^^ 

of tuition for one year is $1 5 63, and the medium amount of , ^ ^ .fn « • Semmanes, there were ..... 1,044 
the whole expense of a pupil, for one year, including board- | '" ^»**^ Primary Schools, there were . . . .254,908 
ing, Ac, is $129. The number preparing for teaching Com- 
mon Schools is nine. In these Seminaries, which constitute 
the higher schools for the education of females we have in 
our system, are taught reading, writing, arithmetic, grammar, 
geography, rhetoric, history, natural and moral philosophy, 
composition, botany, chemistry, astronomy, French, Latin, 
and Greek languages, mathematics, drawing, painting, and 
music. Amongst the greatest blessings that spring from free 
government is, the restoration to woman of her proper rank 
in the creation. Her native loveliness here wields its native 
power — her mind receives the comprehensive instruction 
which qualifies her to fulfil her high destiny. It is most de- 
lightful to observe her moral and intellectual elevation, by 
means of our Primary Schools, and Female Seminaries; for 
upon these happy developments, the Christian and the patriot 
relyas the security of religion and fteedom. 

The Academies are the connecting link between the Com- 



et 



Grand total 259,774 

The proceedings during the year appear ftilly in the tables 
annexed to this report These contain statements^ in detail, 
in relation to the Primary, Secondary, and Superior Schoola 
of the Commonwealth. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRS. R. SHUNK, 

Sup. Com. Schools. 
SxcnEtAfti'sOppice, \ 
Harrisburg, March 2d, 1040,3 



(I-) 



JVo/ew— *.^« the teveral iteme in the JReport ff the Um^ 
_ . . . , r^ ,. rt,. veraity could not be included in the College Table, it -woe 

mon Schools and the Colleges. The average number of thought beat to pubHeh it eepfiratety and entire. 
pomls in each of those which have reported, is fifty-one. { 
The medium price of tuition for a year, is $18 50, and . 
the medium amount of the whole expense of a pupil for one \ 
year, including boarding, dec , is $130. The whole number ' 
of teachers preparing themselves for teaching Common ' 



RtPOBT OF TRB UkITIBSITT OP PahKSTLTAHII, 

To the Svperinteudent of Common Schooh. 



Schools, is ninety one. 



I 



The Provost of the University of Pennsylvania reports, 
for the year ending November 1, 1839 : 
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COLLEGIATE DEPARTMENT. 

Students, — Expenae, 

Nambor of classes 4 

Time occupied in a course 4 years. 

Number of students Ill 

Number who completed the course this year. . 20 

Number who entered 43 

Cost of tuition per year f 75 00 

Whole expense per year $15 00 



Propevtjfn 

Land, (in Bucks county.) 

Value 

College Hall, estimated at 

Medical Hall 

Chemical apparatus 

PhilosophioU and mathematical apparatus .... 

Cabinet of Natural History 

There are 2,000 volumes in the library, esti- 
mated at 

Invested funds, (bonds and mortgages) ....... 

Whole permanent property, (excluding Ninth 
street buildings*) estimated at 

}Land and rent charges, (see 
note) 
Money, (a remitted debt, 
ace note) 

Debt 

Hevenue. 

From land and rent charges 

From invested funds 

Donation annually from the State of Pennsyl- 
vania 

Tuition, ^^ in collegiate department 



469 acres, j 

$8,000 00 

46,373 91 

50,000 00 

1,500 00 

2,00 > 00 

1,000 00 



2,000 00 
6,646 92 

96,813 47 

22,569 9 J 

3,000 00 1 
3,500 CO 

SI 1,432 79 
342 00 



GOVERNMENT. 

The pecuniary aflaiis of the Institution, are managed by a 
Board of Trustees. 

l*he Faculty of Instruction in the Collegiate Department, 
are six Professors, and a Professor of Geology and Mineral- 
ogy. 

The Faculty of Instruction in the Medical Depaitmmt, 
are seren Professors. 

In the Academical Department there are two Principal 
Teachers and four Assistants. 

In the Charity Schools there are two male Teachers and 
one female Teacher. 

JVb/tf explaining entries under the head of Property, 

As the above entries arc made to conform to the Tables, 
the following additional information is given : The sum of 
;$ 1,756 50, is deposited for insurance on real estate, &c. 

The property derived from the State, consists of real estate 
confiscated and granted to the University in 1779, and con- 
firmed to it in 17c9, and of the sum of $j,000, granted to 
the University in 1807, as a remission of so much of their 
debt to iho State, on the Purchase of the President's House. 

This is not a Manual Labor Institution, but favourable op- 
portunities arc aflforded in Philadelphia, for the employment of 
indigent students. 

'i'he students have access to the Libraries of the city, one 
of which contains upward of forty thousand volumes. 

AGGREGATE. 

Collegiate department '. Ill 

Medical department. . . .' • 441 

Academical department 215 

Charity schoob • 138 



1 000 00 Number receiving instruction 
7i785 00 



905 



00 
68 
58 



Kxpenditure, , 

Salaries and instruction in collegiate department 

and charity schools $13,890 

Service, fuel, printing, &c 1,248 

Repairs, watchman, &c 1 ,022 

Increase of philosophical apparatus 45'J 00 

Interest on debt 383 33 

INSTRUCTION. 

There are three departments in this institution, viz : Colle- 
giate, Medical, and Academical. 

The course and branches of study in the Collegiate De- 
partment, are such as are common in the principal Universi- 
ties in the United States. 

The coutve of study prescribed in the Annual Catalogue, 
(which is now in press, and a copy of which will be forward- 
ed to the Superintendent, when published,) are carried into 
complete operation. 

fhe four classes number as follows : Senior 16, Junior 35, 
Sophomore 36, and Freshman 25. 

Seventy-five dollars per year, for each student, includes all 
college charges. Students do not board in the college. 

The whole of the aid from the Sta^te is absorbed in provi- 
sion for gratuitous ijistruction. 
The number gratuitously instructed in the Collegiate 

Department is 10 

Medical 6 

Charity Schools, (of which there are three — two 

male schools and one female school, supported by 

the funds of the Institution,) is • 138 

Gratuitoudy instructed 154 



Hardy and Useful Emigrants, — On Tuesday being at 
mouth of Beaver, we saw a log raA about 30 or 40 pine logs 
literally covered with men, women, children, stock, furniture 
and farming utensils. Our curiosity was excited, and we step- 
ped down to see tlicm and make some inquiries, which were 
kindly and promptly answered. Four families containing 17 
women and children and 16 men and boys bad united, built 
the raft in question, and started from the head of the Alle- 
gheny river in the State of New York, to move to the State 
of Indiana. Here they stopt, sold their nfl and bought 
planks to make a rough boat for all hands to descend the Oluu, 
and go to their landing in Indiana. Besides the other losd- 
ing on this flimsy raft, they had two horses and two cows^ 
all the families lived and slept in two small board ahantees 
built upon the raft, and all appeared healthy, merry and in- 
telligent, happy in passing on to the rich and fiouiishing 
West. Such emigrants are a rich treasure and will soon cat 
dowm the Western Forests^ — Pittsburg Intel, 



The number of pupils in the Academical Department 



IS 



115 



Whole expense of each pupil per annum is fifty dol- 
lars 

Thit number of students in the Medical Department 
is 



441 



Memoranda of Charges at ffilmington^ JV* C« — On 
sales generally 2| to 5 per cent. Commiasion — ^guaranty 
when desired. 

Storage moderatei, and charged according to circum* 
stances. 

On Forwarding Goods to Interior, — 12^ a 25 per cent, 
commission on amount freight paid, exclusive of other 
charges, as drayage, wharfage, &c. The great facilities for 
discharging goods from vessels and in the handling them, 
render these additional charges light. 

The opening of the Railroad to the Roanoke has given 
rise to new forms and arrangements in business, and no fixed 
rates or regulations can be said to have been established. 

Produce brought down the road is often-times sold at the 
Depot, saving the minor expenses of drayage, dec dec, but 
more frequently has to bo drayed and stored for sale, in 
parcels from Stores. The salos are usually for cash-^the de- 
mand, of course influences the transactions. 

Purchases are made at 2^ per cent, commission — ^funds in 
hand. 



1840.] 
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Ff UK.. — There was a moat deatrDctive fire in thia city on 
ThorsdBY, March 26. It broke out about 12 o'clock on 
Pearl, (formerly 3nd) street, in the chair ronnufactory of 
Mr. Jno. Hawluns. From this point it spread with fearful 
rapidity in all directions, running south to within one door 
of the post office, comer of Pearl and Market streets; North 
to the corner of Main and Pearl, West down Main to with- 
in two houses of the Bank of Louisville ; crossing Vfain and 
consuming on the east side of Main, between Wall and 
Pearl streets, 9 stores and a boarding house occupied by 
Cap. Uacon> 

The citizens of Louisville haye had a lesson which we 
hope will not pass unimproved. Some years ago, a meet^ 
ing in this city passed resolutions against the establishment 
of water works: there certainly could not be a t>etter exem- 
plification of their importance than that furnished by the 
late fire. The importance too of fire walls and parapets was 
very forcibly demonstrated. A few buckets of water well 
applied, or a hose of the smallest size from an aqueduct, 
would have prevented the spread of the flames across Main 
streeL But there was no hose, and the steep roofs, unguard- 
ed by a parapet, made it too hazardous for the use of buck- 
ets. It was a matter of astonishment, that the fire should 
be allowed to pass across Main, and yet be afterwards 
extinguished so soon. There was an engine, which occupi- 
ed Main street, that might easily have protected the houses 
north of Main by running a hose to their roofs. But 
this wa4 not done until too late and her efforts were in the 
mean time altogether niu^atory. Subsequently, however, 
the same engine was plied with great effect* The cisterns 
were very soon exhausted ; and they in fact in this instance, 
did much more harm than good. 

Among the sufii^rcrs were the following : 

Grocers Gamble dc Lane, insurance $ 1 0,000 ; Rowland, 
Smith 6c Co., insured ; Thos. J. Martin, insured ; J. S. Chen- 
owet^i, insured; Jacob Keller & Co., ^50'J0 insurance; H. 
H. Jones &, Co., partly insured. Dry Goods. Addison 
& Clendcnin, insured. Wm. Garvin 6c Co., insured. Jas. 
Anderson & Co., insured. The goods of Messrs. Tevis Sc 
Chew were all removed but they sustained slight damage. 
Dennis Spurrier, paint store Four Insurance ofTices. J. VV. 
Redding, tailor. John Magness, tailor. A. S. Whitlock dc 
Co , shoes. Chas. Gallagher, Wm HefTerman, and McMo- 
ran & Mc Mechan, rectifiers. J, T. Clark, book store. Swear- 
jngon. Grant &, Co., qucensware. Wallace 6c Lilhgow, 
tin and coppersmiths. Borie, confectioner. Miss Beers, mil- 
liner, and a few others. 

Among the owners of the lost houses were, Jas. Stewart, 
1 tenement, insured ; Mrs. Breckenridge, 3, $10,000 insur- 
ed ; Jno. T. Gray, 2 ; Judge Oldham, 1 ; G. W. Merriwether, 
2, insured ; Addison 6c Clendenin, 1 ; do, Jas. Rudd, 5, no 
insurance ; Dr. Johnson, 2; Hughes' heirs, 1 ; Mr. Dickson, 
1, no insurance ; Mr. Van Buskirk 1 . 

The total loss of houses and goods is estimated at $300, 
000. Most of the insurances were by the offices of this city, 
the greatest amount taken by any one office b^ng $41,000. 
The Lexington office had about $25,000. No doubt is en- 
tertained that the losses will be promptly paid. 

Louhvilte Journal, 



Tornado, — ^Extract of letter to the Editor of the Charles- 
ton Mercury, dated " St. Lukes, (S. C.) March 21 : One of 
the most violent tornadoes I ever witnessed, swept across a 
portion of this Parish from West to East on Wednesday 
last I have not heard of any injury done to man or beast, 
but whatever came within its range most have been devas- 
tated. I crossed its track on the public road only an hour 
or so after it had swapi along, and as far as the eye could 
reach on either side, a road some hundred yards in width, 
was perfectly cleared of ^very impediment to the wind. — 
Every one of the largest Pine Trees was either uprooted or 
broken like a pipe stem, and the road for that space was im- 
passable. 

"I do not know how great was its extent, but I have this 
moment been informed that all the negro houses on one 
plantation were blown down. It was accompanied with 
haU," 



The mimington and Raleigh Jfailro ad, —The Mil- 
mington and Raleigh Railroad, extends from Wihnington 
on the Cape Fear, to Weldon on the Roanoke. It was bo- 
gun in October, 1836, although very little was done until 
January 1837, and ended, as heretofore stated, on March 
7th. 1840. Its actual distance is one hundred and sixty-one 
and a half (161^) miles It passes through the following 
counties of the State: New Hanover, Duplin, Wayne, Edge- 
combe, Hali&x, connecting at its northern terminus with 
the Weldon and Petersburg, and with the Roanoke and 
Portsmouth Railroads. The general course of thia road is 
remarkably straight. There is one part of it, extending from 
about fourteen miles above Wilmington to a point near 
Warsaw in Duplin county, being 47 miles, without a sin- 
gle curve, forming an undcviatingly straight track. Tho 
steepest grades do not exceed thirty feet per mile, and these 
are few, only occuring near the water courses. This un- 
common levelness of the track, of course enables the en- 
gines to ply with greater speed and safety, than on most of 
Railroads. 

The same company that has built this road owns like- 
wise four steamboats of the first class, which run daily be- 
tween this port and Charleston. 1 hey are the North Car- 
olina, Governor Dudly, Wilmington, C. Vanderbelt, and in 
connexion with this Railroad, form the most comfortable 
route of travel heretofore known in the South. 

iViinungton Chron, 



Insurance, — The New York underwriters have adopted 
the following. 

New York. 2d Mahch, l340.-.The MARINE INSU- 
RANCE COMPANIES of this city have adopted the fol- 
lowing Memorandum, which will be inserted in their cargo 
policies on and aHcr this duy : 

MEMORANDUM.— It is agreed that bar, bundle, rod, 
hoop and sheet iron, wire of all kinds, tin plates, steel, mad- 
der, sumac, wicker ware, and willow, manufactured or other- 
wise, salt, grain, of all kinds, tobacco, Indian mtsal, fruits, 
(whether preserved or otherwise) cheese, dry fi«h, vegetables 
and roots, rags, hempen yam, bags, cotton bagging, and other 
articles used for bags or bagging, pleasure carriages, house- 
hold furniture, skins and hides, musical instruments, look- 
ing glasses, and all other articles that aie perishable in their 
own nature, are warranted by the assured free from average, 
unless general ; hemp, tobacco stems, matting, and cassia 
except in boxes, free from average, under tventy per cent, 
unless general; and sugar, flax, flaxseed and bread, are war- 
ranted by the assured free from average under seven per 
cenL unless general ; and coflfee in bags or bulk, pepper in 
bags or bulk, and rice, free from average under ten per cenL 
unless general. 

No dama'l^e to be allowed for goods injured by spotting, 
except caused by the immediate contact of sea water with 
the articles damaged. 

WALTER R. JONES, 
Sec'ry of the Board of Underwriters. 



Roaring Creek Furnace. — A few days ago we had the 
pleasure of a visit to this improvement on Big Roaring 
Creek, near the North Branch of the Susquehanna river, 
in Cattawissa township. The Furnace is to lie drove by 
water, and a better site for the application of water power 
could nowhere be selected. The stack is the most substan- 
tial and beautiful one we ever saw; it is founded on a solid 
rock, and the tail race is cut through rock. The buildings 
for the reception of ore, fuel, dix, are spacious, and well ar« 
ranged for the comfort an^ convenience of the workmen 
when engaged in feeding the furnace. It is designed for 
the use of Anthracite as a fuel, and is just ready for blast; it 
will therefore in all probability, be the Jint ^Anthracite 
Furnace in blatt^ ii^olumbia County, Thomas Boyle & 
Co. are the proprietOTS of this promising enterprise, and the 
works have been erected under tho Superintendence of E. 
Y. Farquhar, Esq. who is now actively engaged in complet- 
ing the final arrangements for business operations 

Danville Intelligencer, 
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Bank of Kcnfacky. 

At a very namcroua meeting of StockhoUlers of the 
Bank of Kentucky, held pursuant to pul'Iic notice, In the 
Chamber of the Board of Tr^de, at the Merchants* Exchange, 
in the city of Philadelphia, on the 27th March, 1840, 

Thomas P. Cupr, Esq. was called to the Chair, and To- 
bias Wagner appointed Secretary. 

The Chairman stated the general objccUi for which the 
meeting was convened. 

Coi. Wm. Drayton offered the following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That a committee of five persons be appointed, 
with power to consult Counsel, and to correspond with any 
corporations or individuals in relation to the rights of stock- 
holders in the Bank of Kentucky, residing in tho State of 
Pennsylvania, who hold their shares through tho Schuylkill 
Bank of this city, and to take such other measures, as in the 
opinion of tho committee, may be calculated to advance 
the interests of tho before mentioned Stockholders. 

Resolved, That the Chairman appoint the committee, and 
that !)c be one of said committee. 

The Chairman appointed Col. Wm. Drayton, and Messrs. 
John S. Riddle, George Handy and Greorge Thomas. . 

Resolved, That a committee of two persons be appointed 
by the Chairman to make such assessment on Stockholders 
QM may be requisite to defray the expenses necessary to car- 
ry out the duties of the committee of five, and for that pur- 
pose to obtain a list of Stockholders, as far as practicable, 
and to procure their proxies, to be placed at the disposal of 
•aid committee of five. 

The Chairman appointed M. L. Bcvan and Charles Ma- 
ealeater. Esquires. 

B. W. Richards, Esq. submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee of five be requested to take 
Mieh measures as they may deem necessary and proper to 
aeeure to the Stockholders of Stock issued by the agency in 
Philadelphia, a fair representation and exerciae of their 
tights at any future election of officers of the Bank of Ken- 
tacky. 

John 8. Riddle, Esq. aubraittod the following preamble 
ftttd resolutions, which were unanimously adopted. 

Whereas, the mode of transfer, the forms and details 
thereof, and the manner of issuing certifieatee having been 
prescribed by the Bank of Kentucky to her agency in this 
city, with due authority to such agency to perform these 
several duties, and the purchasers of the stock of the Bank 
of Kentucky having neither the right nor the power to in- 
vestigate or scfutinize the mode in which the fnnsfers, and 
the business of tho agency generally wee conducted, farther 
than to claim the evidence of his interest in the stock, 
which is supplied by a certificate of proprietorship in the 
usual form; 

Therefore, Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting 
the Bank of Kentucky is under obligations in Law and 
Equity, to make good, tb bona fide innocent holders of cer- 
tificates of stock, issued on fraud by her agency^in this city, 
the money consideration actually paid by such holder for 
stock regularly admitted to tranafer on the agency books, 
and for which regular certificates, in genuine form, were 
delivered to the purchaseni. 

Resolved, That the abuse of the powers conferred upon 
the agency in this city cannot, and should not, prejudice the 
interests of innocent third parties, but all losses, if any 
arising from such abuse of the powers vested in the agency 
should be borne by the principal. 

Tboxas p. Copk, Chairman. 

Tohta9 Wagner, Secretary. 



There were tventy-Jive vessels c\tm^ in the port of 
Havana on the 7th inst viz : 4 ships, 1 vbrigs, and 3 sclioon- 
ers; of which 10 were bound for Europe, and 10 for ports 
in the United States. There remained in port, 27 ships, 
89 brigs and 35 schooners— total 151. Of the whole, 66 
were American bottoms. 



Gr<U9hnpperi in February, — Enfield, Feb. 36, 1840 — 
Dear Sir — By tho bearer I send you, (not a casket of jew- 
eU,) but a small box containing some half dozen live Graae- 
hoppcri. They together with a multitudjD of others of their 
species, appeared here in gardens and home-lots on the S3d 
inst., being a rem irkably clear, warm, and pleasant day. — 
They are, as you will perceive, of different colors — some of 
them green, others of a dark brown — all destitute of wings. 
They manifest great activity in their motions, skipping 
about "as lively as crickets." In the courio of my limited 
observation and reading, no occurrence of this kind in natu- 
ral history is remembered. Are these new comers of the 
brood from the ova deposited during the past autumn, and 
now prematurely hatched by reason of the long continih- 
ance of the warm weather, and the unfrozen state of the 
ground at the time the great snow of 15th December fell, 
and which served to protect the ground from froat until 
within a few days before these unlocked for visiters mads 
their appearance ? Or are they the survivors of the &mi]x 
of the last year, which have been preserved alive by the au- 
tumnal warm weather and winter covering of snow t If the 
latter, how have they disposed of their wings 1 

Yours, Samubl Woohbutf. 

Hartford {Ct,) ConranL 

Sqm'TeU, — ^The Missouri papers complain of scarcity in 
some parU of that State. The St. Louis Republican says 
that corn at Uoonville was selling at prices ranging from 
$2,50 to $3,00 a barrel, and at other points at higher rates, 
and in some places it was not to be had in any considerable 
quantity for any price. One cause of the scarcity is said to 
be tho devastation committed by the squirrels- These ani- 
mals have invaded the country in armies. They attack 
and destroy whole fields of corn where the husbandma n had 
left his crop ungathered. 

The migratory visits of squirrels in vast numbers seem 
to be periodical. Some years ago they appeared in some of 
the \^ estem States in swarms ; their course was Southerly. 
The Ohio river was crossed partly by swimoiing and part- 
ly by means of the drift wood which sometimes covers 
nearly the whole surface of the stream. Multitudes of the 
squirrels were killed with sticks as they came exhausted 
from the water. Whether these migrations are pron^iled 
by Iho instincts of the animal at certain intervals, or wheth- 
er they are caused by a scarcitjr of provisions in particular 
quarters and a prospect of abundance elaewfaerct is a matter 
which naturalists may decide. 



l^he Manufacture of ^egro Cloth in Ziouimatuu — We 
learn that the beautiful machinery, recently erected in the 
Louisiana Penitentiary, at Baton Rouge, is now in full 
operation, and made last week 1600 yards of superior ne- 
gro cloth, a large portion consisting of linseys of tho most 
superior quality. This article is pronounced by the beat 
judges to be the best ever yet seen in the State, being fully 
25 per cent, better than the best deseriptiim of the same 
goods brought from the north. It is thought that when the 
convicts become more accustomed to the management of 
the machuiery, they vrill be able to produce above two thou- 
sand yards per week. The machinery already put up, with 
a steam engine to propel it, was all done 1^ contract for 
14,184 dollars, and is likely to prove a very profitable in- 
vestment. The raw material of wool and cotton are at hand 
in abundance, and a ready market will be found for the 
cloth. — JV, O. TYue American. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BANKS. 



Communicated to tho Legislature, of Kj., FeK 5, 1S(40. 

Mr. MaRsovll, o/* Jrhodfirdt from the Committee on 
JBanktf made the follovuig wliUtUmiil report ^ xofdch vtaa 
received^ read, and three thousand copiet ordered to be 
printed. 

The Joiot CommiUee on Banks, in addition to their foi^ 
ner report, beg leave respectfully to submit a few suggestions 
in relation to Uie dealings of the Banks in Exchuige, and 
the recent suspension of cash payments. 

The Exchanges have beeo the subject of scriooa complaints 
in the country, and of fi equent and loud denunciations in the 
Legislature. It seems to be supposed by some persons, that 
the Banks deal in bills merely for the purpose of evading (he 
limitations on interest in their charters: that the Exchange is 
an arbitrary and unnecaasary charge^ an unjust tax upon the 
commerce of the country, and a dear and illegal profit to the 
Bonks. Such persons believe that tlie Banks should be 
compelled to advance their capital or credit upon the discount 
of promissoiy notes alone, and that the commercial Ex- 
changes should be left to the control and enjoyment of pri- 
vote brokers and individual traders. ^ The reasons mainly for 
these suspicions among the people, are to be found in the 
altered state of the Exchanges witliin a few years. The 
course of our trade remains unaltered ; we deal in the same 
articles and at the same points. We drive our live stock to 
Virginia and the Garolinos ; we ship our monuloctures, and 
the products of our fields to New Orleans; we import from 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and New York. Nature and man 
and tnde are unchanged. Yet a bill drawn upon the same 
point, by the some person and upon the siune export, has 
fidlen, and the merchant who imports can no longer moke his 
payments abroad upon the same terms as formerly. It is not 
unnatural that the moss of persons who look not beyond the 
naked fact, ahould ascribe it as they do, to the cupidity and 
avarice of those to whom the law has allowed, and in whom 
•ither the interest of the parlies, the law of commerce, habit, 
or something else, has, in point of fact, vested almost exclu- 
sively the management of the business. 

Impressed deeply with the apinion that a large participo- 
tion in the commercial exchange is essential to the safety vf 
the Banks and the purity of the currency — ^that wilhoQt it 
they can in no degree fulfil the end of their creation, of dis- 
charge the duties which their nature, situation and circum- 
stances and laws of the country impose upon them — the 
committee deem it not impertinent to their duty to state the 
nrinciplea which, in their judgment, govern the subject and 
iMve deoided their opinions. The committee certairdy did 
not conduct their investigations with any disposition to con- 
nive at abuses in the Banks. If those instituttolis lie under 
heavy obligations, they also enjoy important and valuable 
privileges* Although, in the legitiouite discharge of their ap- 
propriate functiono, they are inestimable auxiliaries to credit 
and ooBimeroQ^ still they may be perverted into the moit 
fruitful sources of private ruin and public confuskm. The 
situation of our public aflhtra is precisely that in which there 
is the g i e a t e st call for oteodinesa and wisdom upon the pari of 
the Banks, and. for candour and firmness, tempered with 
jvoderniim. upoo th» part of the Government, It ie impee- 
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' sible to treat te conduct' of the Banks witlr any thing like 
fairness, or at all to explairr or reconcile the pngudices and 
• suspicions to which die commitlee have beretolbie alludfed, 
I without extending cor view a little baok from die present 
time, and contefaiplaling the great revolotionr which a few 
years have brought about in the internal poiiey a&d admini»' 
tration of the Stales of the Union, and their lelattons witfi 
the National Oovemment 

The oomnittee believe, then, diat the' Bonks cannot pei^ 
form the duties which they were created to perform, without 
dealing, and that largely, in the exchanges.' They cannot do 
that, without which they ought not to exist, to-wic, nnintaih 
a paper circulation, at aH times convertible into gold or silvelr, 
without this power. The committee believe, moreover, from' 
the most thorough scrutiny, that the Bank charges do not 
exceed the fair rates as determined by commercial circom- 
stanees, and that they are &r below what private brokera 
would charge, if free from Bank competition. 

Upon the expiration of the charter of the Bank of lbs 
United States, and the withdrawal of its capital from our 
Stale, a large debt vras due to that institution, from oilf do- 
zens. The total withdrawal of that capita), and the sadden 
and forced collection of that debt, woald have been acconlb- 
panied by drcumstaneos of distress, the aculeness and foroe 
of which, it is not easy to esdmale. Kentucky was driveii 
to the necessity of inviting fresh capital, through the agency 
of bonk charters, conferring upon it important privileges, biit 
regulating and restraining its exercise, and its profits^ and 
thereby saving the country from the sodden collection of its 
whole debt, and fsom the unbridled rapacity of privale neoi^ 
and extortion. The Kentucky Bonks assumed the debt ef 
die people to the Bonk of the United Slates, ond the coontt^ 
paesed through a great and total revolution el ite currency, 
without flho<^ at convulsion. 

The capital of the Banks consists b stock, subscfib^ and 
owned by individuals principally out of the Stat6,'and by the 
State herseUl Shortly after the estabHshmeflt of the Banks, 
the State went into a liberal and comprdiemsve system of 
Internal Improvement— 4o be conducted by means of foreign 
loans — the dividends of her bank stock being^ pledged for the 
payment of the interest It will be perceived, then, that the 
whole, or nearly the whole of the divklends of the Bonk 
stock, together with the debt to the Bank of the United 
Slates, oonsdtuted, at the outset, a charge agoinst our Banh% 
to be pond abroad. It was, and is, foi^n* expenditure, to be 
met by our commerce. In what way couU the Banks prc^ 
vide, or can they hereafter provide, for payments of this de- 
scripUon, save through the faistnimentelity of Bills of Bx- 
ehange 1 These items are imlependent of the ordinary com- 
mercialdebt of the country, growing out of its importadons fin* 
the annual cooaumpdoit of the people, or for permanent ad* 
didons to its capitsi, in the shape of public works and im- 
provements, which the State is endeavofing to oonstruol in 
aid of its future industry and production. 

Theri is, also, another demand against the Banks, grow- 
ing out of the emigration westward, and the annual invest- 
menta from this State in the pnblic lands. I'his diflens in 
its operation from those wbioh we have already enumerated, 
inasmoch as it is to be met with specie, not exchange, and 
tliereby imposes upon the Banks the necessity of supplying 
themselvee regularly with on omount of the precious metab 
eqoal to it, ov^and above what Ihe neoesoities of their cir- 
cttlatioo Wo<^ otherwise require. This amount, to be re- 
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nevM dknte%, earn «nly be obtained hf meaos of Bilk of 
BKAaaga, aiid thesft importationi of upteio^ to be mlide 
merely for the purpose of immediate exportation, are at the 
entire cost of the Banks. The exportatiooa aad invwtnwMila 
which are the source of this demand, are a dear and palpa- 
ble loss of capital to the State of Kentucky, and a loss im^ 
^osed in the most incoaventent form possible. For these 
exportatione, Aere is no commercial return of any thing 
which is to be consumed within our Slile. They maik the 
diffufBoa of the populatbn of the United States, and the 
rapid settlement, or acquisition, at least, by private individuals, 
ot her vast national doiaaie % a diffusion «nd aetllement, how- 
ever, which is made at the present expense of capital and 
^^eople to the older states. 

Th6 Baidu, in consideration that they are pemifted to 
extend their circulation to twice the amount of their capital, 
to aolMtitate their credit in the plade of coin, and to draw a 
inofit from their promissory notes, in which their circulation 
oonaisis, are under the legal obligation to maintain that cir^ 
cuiation at par value with the money of the constitution, by 
redeeming it vlways, upon demand, in gold or silver, thereby 
eonferring upon the people an instrument of eooimeroe, of 
equal value with the precious metals, but of fiir greater ac- 
tivity, and receiving, as the equivalent for this almost inesti- 
mable eonvenienoe, the cotporate privileges. And how is 
this to be achieved ? The committee answer, by investing 
their credit prinei pally in Bills of Exchange; nay, a perfecdy 
•ound system of Banking would require Uiat all beyond 
the origifial capital of the Banks should be invested in and 
represent either Bills of Exchange, drawn upon the exports 
of the country, or business paper of short date, and always 
payable at maturity. The committee beg leave to explain a 
poaition, in their judgment, of the utmost importance, and 
which they are aware will meet with aome opposition. 
Banks, justly considered among the greatest improvements 
of modem times, originated among the free and commercial 
Steles of the continent of Europe. Genoa, Hamburg, and 
Amsteidem, struggle for the honour ef their invention. Cen- 
turies had rolled over the feudal aristocracies, and found them 
etill at tilt and tournament, supporting their warlike pastimes, 
end barbaric pomp, by exactions and tributes, wrung from 
the oppressed agriculture of aerfs and vassals. Banks were 
the offspring of liberty and trade— « republican progeny — 
they have marked or caused the rise of popular industry— 
the growth of wealth and freedom, among the great body of 
the people, wherever they have appeared. The first Banks 
which appeared in Europe, grew out of, and were intended 
to correct the depreciation of the coin from wearing and 
dipping. *Vhe commercial Slates to which I have referred, 
canying on at that time, almost the entire trade of Europe, 
and the balances of -payment with the neighboring countries 
bttiiig conaequently in their fiivor, were exposed to an influx 
of the adulterated, worn and clipped coin of every country 
in Europe. To protect themselves from the mischiefr of this 
■tote, and to rectify commercial exchange, tiie merchants 
eatoblishod Banks of deposit, in which the metallic cunent^ 
WM dopoaited, according to its actual weight and fineness, and 
« oertittcate'granted to the depositor, representing the intrinsic 
^ue and real amount, by weight, of the metol oo depoaited. 
These oertificatea were called Bank money, and were as much 
•boTO the value of the currenor in ooomion use, as that eurw 
leaev had loat by the wear of the metal. The merchanto 
employed them in all the large transactions of commerce. 
A bill drawn upon Amsterdam, payable in these oertifieeles, 
bora • pramium, corresponding to the supniority of the 
Bank money ; and thefint idea of a Bank, grew out of the 
dliOfdered state of the exchanges, and was designed to rec- 
tify and to regulate them. 

The first plan of the Bank was soon improved npon — 
eiiggesting the idea of a paper credit, circulating upon the 
confidence that it actually represented what it purported npon 
ito face, and that it could be converted, whenever pr es e n ted at 
the Bank, into the real amount of tiie precious metals for 
which it called, it was perceived thet the certificate was pie- 
ferved to the thuig rspfeaented, for many reasons. It was 
mote portable. It was eaaly tranemitled to 4 distant point-- 
•ny v«kiemightbeexpreaaedintheemeUoon^pe«of ariip 



of paper — no tfne at hAornmaiosltn coontSng it^ tnAnol 
exceeidiog in aawunC the teat ia»ney ef Ae coniAy wfciefa 
the trade required, it remained in circulation, passed from 
hand to bend, and never returned to the Bank at all for pay- 
ment, but only to be renewed when in danger of destrodion. 
It was, also, perceived, that in this stale of things and in the 
eniqyment of this most convenient substitutcL the melak 
which it represented were lying idle and unproductive ; diet 
eo long as the paper certificates completely supplied their 
place, and perforined their funcUona, this indoience was e 
dead loas to the coontiy ; and, the last improvement, the Bank 
of discount and circulation followed, differing, eeaiewhet,yel 
founded upon the original idea of the Bank of deposit The 
commitftee have traced the principle for wMdi tney eenlmd 
to afreet distance, and they ftar, after tsdioae fasbkm; bat 
they deem it of the utmost importance, and they wish to ex- 
plore, and place it firm upon its original, true, and, as they 
believe, everlasting foundation. And what is the principle f 
Why, that paper representing coin is preferaltle,as an instni- 
ment of commerce, to ooin,and can be circulated within a given 
country, upon confidence — not authority ; upon credit — not 
force, as a substitute, for an indefinite period of time, pro* 
vided it do not exceed, in quantity, the amount of coin which 
the trade and business transactions of the particular country 
where it is employed, would otherwise abeorb and keep in 
circulation. If the money deposited in the Bank of Am- 
sterdam, which was truly and exactly represented by the 
Bank certificates of 'deposit, was greater, at any given time, 
than the business of Amsterdam required, and she hsd any 
relations of foreign trade, there arose at once the teroptatioii 
to employ this excess abroad. The certificate would be re- 
turned to the Bank, the metals drawn and transported, and 
the circulation, diminished by this amount, go on, without 
other disturbance, removed of its excess. What then is tlie 
great desideratum in modem banking, and what are the 
means by which the shock of suspensimis of cash paymcnto 
and the consequent destruction of the most delicate of all 
fiibrics, credit, can be warded off and prevented. Are we to 
be told that the Banks are safe, while they lend upon good 
and safe securities t That they may advance to any extent, 
and for any object and the credit of their paper will be un- 
impaired — and that confidence will remain unshaken 00 long 
as ' they take substantial guarantees for their debts ? If so, n 
Bank might issue safely to the whole amount of the value of 
all the real and personal property in the Commonwealth, 
upon mortgage, which is absurd. 

Although confidence in the solvency of a bank and the 
soundness of the securities for its debts is all irapoitant to 
the credit of tts drcuktion, yet there are other causes, cer- 
tain and unavoidable in their operations, which will occasion 
the return of the circulation npon it to an extent measured 
by the force of the cause. At this very instant of time oar 
own banks are unable in their judgment, to mainlatn spede 
payments, although no rational man doubts for an instant 
the sufficiency of their assets, or their ultimate aliility to re- 
deem thetr circulation and pay their depositors three times 
over. The circulation of a bank may return upon it» iron 
distrust of the bank, from mere panic and alarm, or on ac- 
count of foreign demand for a subelitntiag commercial debt, 
or from an excess of currency. To the two former ceosea 
banks, constituted as oure, are not often liable. To the two 
latter, all banks are exposed. To secure the country froni 
an excess of currency, and its consequent depreciation, with 
the long train of evito which follow, all governments, where 
the principles of liberty and commercial policy are under- 
stood and recognised, require paper, circulating as money 
and bearing no interest to the holder, to be paid on demand 
in that which is alone recognised by the laws of this coun- 
try, and the universal assent of mankind as the standard ef 
value. To protect itatHf against the constant reeunenee eC 
its circulation, and as the best guard over specie payments^ 
the btfik is allowed to deel in exchange. If tta whole etr- 
culatioa be invested in funds at the points in fovoor of which 
the debt against the ooontiy exials, which can only be done 
by the punhaee of bills, is It not at once perceived, that 
though the whole abould return upon it at onee^ that fhefcr- 
eign demand con be more eerily «tiifled, by drafie i^eii 



ISM.] 



nvoRT 0^ ooMnrrnsB on KormcsY BANia 



HniM tAtrndy *t the pomt wliera ihey tie reqniied, linn in 
■ny dhar way. If our banks had been mppUed with ex- 
obange to Um extent of their drcolalion last October, they 
might have bid defiance to the broken of Cincinnati. Un* 
leM oor banka dealt in exchange, it seenif to the eoninittee 
that it ia eearoely ne ee tia i y to argae foither to show their 
vtter defenceleauieM. The private dealeanj, operettng open 
their currency, would neceararily draw their specie for r»> 
nittsneey and without bills, the committee know of no way 
by which the banks could replenish their vauita. 

The committee have shown, they think, that in a country 
using a paper eomncy, and having any foreign commerce, 
the debt created by its importations, will, without any want 
of confidence in the issuers of the paper, or any excess of 
issue, necessarily return their paper upon the banks, when- 
ever foreign payments are to be made, for the simple reason 
that the paper will not answer the purpose of remittance, 
and cannot be transmitted to a distant and foreogn point 
without loss. The banks can have no means of meeting 
thi« neceaMry and regularly reeorring demand, unless with 
spade, or checks upon funds previously proHded, at the 
points where payments are to be made by our merdmnts. 
If, with specie, the banks would be under the necessity of 
providing it to the extent of the whole commercial debt of 
the country, the whole bttsineas of banking would consist in 
importing specie to be immediately carried out of the coon- 
tty again, to the great inconvenience and cost of the banks, 
in bringing it in, and to the equally great inconvenience and 
cost of the merchants, in carrying it out But even this 
moat clumsy and unprofitable of all trades could not be 
carried on without dealing in billSi A country having no 
oines can only supply itself with the precious metals by 
means of bills drawn upon points where the metals can be 
purehased. To prohibit banks fiom dealing in exchange is 
the most effiMStual mode yet devised of breaking down the 
banking system. 

A country having no foreign trade, may, it would seem, 
•xtend its paper currency to any conceivable amount The 
tffiset, however, the necessary and unavoidable effiwt of the 
great augmentation of a drculating medium, is the deprrd- 
ation of that medium, in whatever it may consist In other 
words, the increase will be abeorbed, and exhibit itself in the 
incnased money price of all other commodities, which are 
the products of labour and the aubject of aale or exchange. 
This would be the only effect where there was no fore^ 
trade, and a very miachievous and fraudulent efiect it would be. 

In a oountcy having oommerdal relations with othen, the 
rise in prices occasioned by a great augmentation in the txt* 
eulating medium, neceanrily increasea for the time the im^ 
portationa, and diminishos the exportations, and thereby 
ereatea what ia called an uniavourable balance of trade 
against the country having the augmented circulating me- 
dium. The balance of commerdal debt must be paid, or the 
trade must oease ; neither nations nor individoals give away 
the productions of their industry. If the debtor country use 
a metalitc dreulation, this balance is easily adjusted 1^ the 
wrportation of the metals. This diminishes the dreulation 
in the one country — ^increaaea it in the others— relieves the 
exchange, and restorea the equilibrium of trade. If the 
debtiNr country use a paper money, convertible into coin, the 
aame eflects will be produced by excess, and the aame thing 
will hapoen, but in a difiinent way. The paper cannot be 
exported, aa tt will not aatiafy the foreign demand for money. 
To the extent of that demand it will be thrown back upon 
the banks, and the apade drawn for exportation. If the 
axeess of ciroulatioa equal the whole specie of the banks, 
it will all be drawn. If it exceed it, suspenden Is the neeea- 
aaiy conaequence — die paper will depteciale; that depre- 
dation will exhibit itsdf in the exchange, and will foil, aa a 
dead losa^ upon the mercantile class engi^Bed in importatbn. 

It aeems obvious, from these prindplea^ that where tfie 
great portion of bank dreulation is based upon the exports 
of a oountry, and is i^resented by bills drawn upon those 
axpocta, 80 for as the banks are concemed, no improper or 
uuiealthy stimolaa can be given to impot t a t iens. If they 
be exceadve, it cannot be aacribad to the ounancy, nor will 
audi auaaaaflect the atabiliiiyorthe polity of it Thecon- 



mitlee will not extend their viaws farther on thia head, but 
wiU paai to the charge of extortion against the banks in the 
rates of exchange which they charge. Thera is one foct 
developed upon this subject, which, in the judgment of the 
committee, settles the question as to whether Sxe baidu ex- 
ceed, in their charges, the natural rates of exchange as de« 
termined by commercial dreumstancesi or do the businesa 
upon better terms than private broken would do it It ia 
this : the rates of discount charged by the banka upon billa 
drawn on those points against which the balance of trade 
exists wilb this country, is always less, from two to three per 
cent, than the discount charged by broken upon the bank 
paper payable at the same points. The note of a spade 
paying bank ought to be a good bill of exchange upon the 
place where it is payable, and its price elsewhera ou^^t to ba 
regulated by thoee circumstanosa which determine the ratei 
of exchange. Those drcumstances are, the relative state 
of the currendei^ and the balance of trade. If the paper 
of the two countries be convertible at home into spede, at 
home, respectively, the correndes era equal to eadi other, 
because when messured in the metals, which an the com- 
mon standard of value throughout the commercial workl, 
they represent equal quantities, A twenty dollar bank 
note convertible into spede at Charleston, is worth as much 
at Charleston, as a twenty dollar bank bill convertible into 
spede at Lexington, is at Lexington. The ounendes are, 
therefore, equal in this state of things, and the onl^ causa 
operating upon the exchange is the balanoe of trade. If the 
debts and credita of two countries are predsely equal, they 
balsnce each other and exchange is even, or the bills drawn 
in either oountry upon the othn aro at par. If the ddita of 
either country exceed what is due to it from the ether, ex- 
change is said to be against the debtor country, and bills 
drawn upon it are at a discount, and billa or checks purchas- 
ed in it upon the creditor country command a pramium. Aa 
thus, if one daas of merdiants at Lexington are indebted to 
the dty of Charleston in any sum, say $ 1 0,000, and the dty 
of Charleston is indebted to another daas of mercbaolB at 
Lexington in the same sum, there is at once the foundatioo 
of an equal exchange of debts. The Lexington debtor 
vrants funds at Charleston. The Lexington creditor haa 
funda there to an equal amount, which he wants at Lexing- 
ton. The debtor merchant advances the money to the creditor 
at Lexington, and receives a bill upon Charleston, payable 
there in spede— he remits the bill, without coat and pays hia 
debt without the loss of time, or the risk and expenae of 
transmitting the metals. In this slate of things, it is evident 
that there can be no difference, whether the creditor mer> 
chant at Lexington give to the debtor a bill of exchange, or 
the note of a spede paying bank, at Charleston ; they are of 
equal value. But vary this statement Suppoee that Charles 
ton is indebted to Lexington, and Lexington not indebted to 
Charleston, which in the course of oor trade is always tha 
foct, then the balance of trade is against Charleston, and tha 
man in Lexington who holds a note on Charleston holds a 
security perfectly good, and worth, at the place of payment) 
exactly what it purports on its foce to be worth; but not 
payable where it is, and no person there wanting nuney at 
Charleaton, no person will give for it its par value, and saddle 
hiosdf with the trouble and loss of time in sending it home, 
drawing the money, and bringing it to Lexington : the bill 
or note falls, and it should seem they ought to foil in an equal 
degree. What should be the natural rate of this foil, or wha^ 
in other worda, the exchange ! Why, evidently, the time 
lost in remitting the note, and in bringing home the money, 
the insnranoe or risk and a profit upon the capital advancod 
for the bill or note equal to what the peraon advancing it 
could make out of it in any other way at home, are the dr> 
cumatancea which determine it The banks deal in bills of 
exchange. The broken in bank paper. The discount upon 
bills bought by tlie banks is always less than tha discount 
upon notea bought by the broken^ though payable at the 
aame place. There can be no good reason aasigned for tha 
difierenoe, but that banks are enabled to oonduct the opera> 
tions of exchange, by meana of their capital, thdr credit^ 
their agendes, and their connexion wkh the variooa com- 
merdal poiota with which oiu iadoatiy haa any relatiom^ 
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wilh dthcr c auiUr ie ii. W« cannot palm off the product of 
our labour in excfaange lor tliat of otliar ooimtnei, at the 
ptioe affixed by oar altered standard. The exchange muat 
be settled by another rule. A yard of doth will hate laid 
en it» by way of exchange, the full amoont of depredatton, 
though it be an hundred per cent A mule sold in Carolina 
will have the fuU amount of dopreciation taken off his price 
there. Thus, whether we boy or sell, we lose it This wtU 
alter the exchange with Carolina, an etent whidi some per- 
sons seem so aniiously to desire. Bills drawn upon her 
will not be at a discount then. But the most iniquitous ef- 
fect of depredating money is that upon contracts previously 
made, and here the law interposes : '* No State shall make 
anj thing but gold and silver a legal tender for debts." This 
IS the eternal recognition of the prindpies of this r^fiort— 
Here isesl^i^hed, by oonstitutianal consecration a prindple 
equally dear to coomierce and to freedom* And here too, is 
Hw point of greatest danger. Practically, the metals are 
banished from drculation when, legally, they are demanda- 
Me. Pmctically , says the creditor, if I take this money I lose 
my debt or a portion of it at least Legally, says the debtor, 
if yon require spede you sacrifice my property and require 
what the course of the laws ha>e rendered it impossible iat 
me to fumldL The country must hsnre relief. All confi- 
dence between man and man, all fdth in the laws is gone. 
Eteiy man wishes to get what he can before worse times 
came on. Creditor is predpitated upon debtor, and a long 
catalogue of evils, firedi in the memory of men yet slive, fol- 
low in the rear. One of the distinguishing fimtures in de- 
predation is, that the fiuther you go into it the more difficult 
to return. It is easy, very easy to pause upon the thrediold. 
We have not crossed it, and we ncwd not. 

The committee do not charge the Banks with a design 
to perpetuate the suspensian ; but we know that the career 
of depreciation would not check theb profits. The power 
la increase their debts to twice the amount of their capital, 
without the obligation to pay, but on the contmry drawing 
«a interest firom thdr own exoesaes, is a stupendous privi- 
lege, and a fierce temptation* What, then, do the com- 
■ultee recommend ! The eflect of the suspension, if the 
Banks continue to act prudsntlyy and with an eye to re- 
Mime^ will be to enable them gradually to rectify the errors 
yvhich they may have heretofore committed. The propor- 
tions of Exchange and specie to drculation and depodts, 
the limitation of thetr direct loans to their original capital, 
/or to an amount below' it, are the dreumstances which the 
Banks themsdves ssy indicate a soond course of business. 
The process of resumption is not very profitable to the 
Banks, and not way agreeable for the time to the country. 
It does not, however, involve nccsmarUy, any great or vio- 
lent reduction of the drcnlaftiog medium. It need not be 
seduced below the point to which specie payments must and 
doea limit it, and that is the true and healthy point It 
most probably, is not above that point at this instant The 
Bank officora understand the atepa vHipch they ahould take, 
better than the Legislature can dictate them. Perhaps the 
most pmdent eourse for the government to pursue, is dm* 
ply to speak to thdr interest, by pfohibiting the possibility 
of any profit to be made out of the suspensieB, leaving the 
jpisdaB steps by which resumption is to be effected, lo the 
experience and discretion of the directory themsdves ; re- 
tun the penalties, and prohibit any dividend over six per 
emt iqpon the capital during euspendon, and the State, 
perhaps, would hold a more efotual guaranty than would 
bolnmished by any statute attempting to fix the limit of 
thdr dveulation, or to mark out the predse course of their 
dttiingfn detaiL No man, who will attentively examine 
their mporti» can doid>t the suffideney of teir assets or 
their enttra aolven^. The great demaind fer spade, vriftich 
th^ say occasioned the suspension in October, a demand 
which tbqr had no meane avdldile to satidy, was not 
hrenght about, at least not entirely, by their mismanage- 
ment The Banks had a right to calculate on the loan of 
a million anthoriaed by the last Creneral Assembly as a 
means of satisfying the commerdal debt of the country < — 
That loan failed, and thdr exchange was diminished to 
pint extentp the eommerdal ddit remaining nearly the 



with what it woaki have been had tha lean 
ceeded. 

We wish to do these institutioBs entire josliee, and will 
endeavor to explain Uie operaticm of the State loui and tho 
consequence of its frilnre. The State when she ne goli al ee 
a loan abroad, does not realize it by introdudng that madi 
money from abroad. She has a ceedit at the place when 
the loan is made. Upon this she draws, and the Banka 
advance the money here upon these dnfis, which are then 
in the hands of the Banka as so much Eeatera Exchange. 
It will be at once perceived that this necessarily oecasiona 
an expenston of the Bank circulation— en expansioB, how* 
ever, which does not threaten its purity, as the Bsnke hold 
in their hands the certun means of its abaorption, and aa it 
is sure to return npon them so soon as it has perfiurmed tha 
function for which it was deetined fay the Stale. Now the 
fdlure to negotiate this loan was followed by two impop* 
tant consequences. The Banks rdying upon this, did not 
supply themselves with exchenge from other eourees aa 
abundantly as they otherwise woohl have done ; and yet 
made large advances to the Board of Internal Imprava- 
ment upon direct losn. It was perbapa their duty lo do ao 
in the then condition of the State ; but the eflect was ceiw 
tdnly to swell the current^, with no other means in the 
hands of the Bank to nnet each extendon, save the oUiga* 
tion of the Board of Internal Improvement It is not tha 
duty of thb committee to indicate the policy in rdalioB In 
the system of Internal Improvement, and they have aniy 
aUuded to it ee connected vrith the currency. It muat ba 
evident, however that under a permanent system of one* 
pendon, Government loane firom the Beaks, exhBiited in tha 
increased circulation of Bank paper, may become a pii^ 
nant and most aggravated canae of depreciation. 

The committee, in conelodon, beg leave again to seiteralB 
the principles with which tfaey set out Bsnk paper ia not 
capital, but credit— a credit equd to cash only so long as it 
is convertible into cssh. A currency, so composed, is pure 
only so long as it b tntrindcBHy woith what it pniporti to 
be worth. A sound paper ewrsacy can* only be penaof 
nently mdntained by tho check of cash paymanlB. A 
sound paper currency and a sound Banking system, may ba 
maintained within any given country, without icfemoe to 
the policy or unsoundness of any other country. No coon* 
try can permanently mdntain a greater cunrency, in valoa, 
whatever may be its nominal amount ; than the extent eC 
its industry and production, its trade and business, wiH sop* 
port with reference to the common standard of value among 
commerdal nations. The lavrs of trade and the openiliaBe 
of exchange will out it down, by depredation ; to tbeoommon 
measure of mankind. Every effort to achieve what is^ in 
nature, iroposdble ^ will be followed by mischief and injos* 
tice. Bank paper being credit the purity of which depiaMls 
upon its always being met npon demand, is, from il> na- 
ture, dedgned to drcuhte and exchange tbeamMidand 
marketable products of industry ; and is, tberefive, an nnfit 
subject for long loans and permanent i nv estme n ts. As en 
advance upon real transactions, an ad v ance to be returned 
when the traneaction is terminated, Bank credit, is the 
fruitful source of activity and punctuality in husinem ; and 
of inestimable value to labor and production. Beyond thla 
point it is ahrays dangerona. In illoetration of this prin- 
dple, the committee have heretofore laid it down as a ted 
of sound bankingt *'that all beyond the original capital of 
the Banks, bdng the whole of its credit should he invest* 
ed in and represent dther Bills of Exchange^ drawn upea 
tha export of the ooontry, or bnrinem JP«|Mr of sbert 
date, and ahvays payabto at maturity.** The oparalian oC 
tins prindple limits the circulation at any given time to Iha 
actual budnem of the time. But that drculation by BO 
means represents the totd of the operations of the Bai^«ar 
tha eatent of its scconnnodations to tlie people. A diftr> 
ent oonrsa of dealing will awdl the droulntion by penaitimc 
it to lie in and dog the channdaof indnstiy, without as- 
tending any additional a c commodation to tiiie people^ or 
inoeadng the sum of commerdal transactionSi As fhos: 
the total exports of Kentucky, repreaentcd by hilla drasm 
ofi it, is exchanged wiili the Bank for Sta paper hai% and 
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■I this time wnoamstm its drenlitkm. That drealation is 
distribated in the first instance among the people, in pvopor- 
tioo to the amount of the export which each one produced and 
sold. The exchange into which those Bills were converted, 
ia intended to pay the commercial debt of the country ; 
and is advanced to the merchants, on business paper, due 
fimm the people in whose hands the circolation is, and paya- 
ble at such tune as the new supply of Bills drawn upon the 
exports comes round: The Banks then draw in thei r circu- 
lation, by the colleetion of the notea; and immediately throw 
it oat again in the purchase of new Bills, drawn on the 
second production of the country's labour. Here we see that 
there is advaneed to the people ; through the exporting ner-, 
ebant in the first instance, a credit in Bank paper equiva- 
lent to cash, to the whole extent of the surplus and vendible 
products of their laboar ; and another credit to the same 
people, through their importing merchants for what they 
JUive poichased ; and this credit, is extended till the very 
period when the exporting merehanti again pmchaae the an- 
nual product, when it is ooUeeted, but immediately re*iasued 
in the purchase of new Bills, and again thrown back by the 
trader upon the people in the purchase of the products of 
laboar, and this without increasing circulation, but limiting 
it, and aoeommodating it exactly to the prices which the 
laws of supply and demand affix to the productions of in- 
dustry. This, in the judgment of the committee, is sound 
banking, and is evidently exposed (o no dangers in the oidi-, 
nary course of human transactiona 

^M us examine the other mode and see whether it aflbrds 
really any increased iacilittes to industry. The circulation 
is thrown out in the same way, the proceeds of the bills are 
invested in accommodation papsr, yeilding an interest to the 
Bank, and including the premiums upon exdiange. The 
ooason of the year comes round for a new sale of Bills; the 
Bank again purchases, but not having drawn in her former 
issoes, which are represented by the accommodation paper 
at interest, the next issue is a clear addition to the circula- 
tion without adding lo the amount of property circulated, 
(which is the only real cs|Htai in the matter,) or aflTording 
•ny additional aid to the business of the country. Let this 
operation be repeated several times, and what is its effect. 
The increased circttlation exhibits itself in the high prices 
of eveiy thing; prices, however, which are not favourable to 
production, (for exportation diminishes under them,) but 
which necessarily swell the importations. The debts are 
inoieaaed, the means diminished. The Bank has no ex- 
change, it rises, the commercial debt preases. The Banks 
cannot relieve the community, nor thecommunity the Banks. 
They are both in debt The whole pressure both of the 
oMnmercial and Bank debt faHs, with combined and horrid 
force, upon the community. Suspension is of course the 
eoBee<|iienee. Money was never known ao scarce, though 
wn have just seen that the amoont was excessive. How is 
this paradox to be explained 1 It was not nonsj, it was 
credit. The debt to be paid represents its smount, but the 
value is altered and cut dovm just in proportion to the ex- 
cess committed. A Bank note for $100 will not pay a for- 
eign debt of $100. The excess has caused depreciation, 
and the power of the money to pay debts ia dimmished in 
proportion. Quantity is squared to value, and nominal 
abundance is the cause of real scardty. And this the com- 
mittee call unsound banking. 

In illustration of their idea, that the business may be largo 
and the circuhtion small, the committee bog leave to refer 
to one undoubted but pregnant iact The Bank of the 
United States conducted the whole foreign and domestic Ex- 
changes of the Union, dealt largely in discounts, collected 
and disborsed the whole Nation^ Revenue, paid the annu- 
al interest and gradually sunk the principal of the publie 
debt, and upon a circulation of twenty one millions of dol- 
lars, with a capital of thirty five millions. Just before the 
bat suspension of specie payments, the Bank diculation in 
the United States amounted to nearly two hundred milliona. 
Whatever inference may be drawn from them, the foots 
ate undoubted. The Committee baltevo that they demon* 
• Ig aia tlMt ciflBalation is oflkasnt in psopottian to its activi- 
ty, and that itt bnlkiidiBiinislMal in the loliia piopoitioii, 



The Banks in Rentneky have not, die committer know 
they have not committed such wikl excesses as have been 
here described. The dirastroos failures in the South bora 
heavily on the Bill line particularly in the Bank of Ken- 
tucky in 1837. The apparent increase of her Discount 
line was produced in this way. She forbore to press her 
customers to instant bankruptcy, but gave them breathing 
time. A strong constitution— and our Banks are strong- 
may bear occasional excesses and recover, but beware of 
repetitions. Their frequent recurrence entails disease, 
prostration, madness and death. With these suggestions 
the committee quit the subject, hoping that the Banks, 
guided by their own good sense and integrity, may, in pur- 
suance of principles which they well understand, lend their 
whole policy and means to bring about the earliest possible 
resumption, consistent with the steady maintenance, in fa- 
tore, of cadi payment 

Thomas Jamts, 

TnoxAs y. PATwa, 

Committee on part of the Senate, 

S. Toai»«a,« 

TaoMAS F. Makshali, 

R. L. WAvniLi, 

BszriAMiii E.Gmat, 
Committee on the part of the Houee of Jiepretentativeo, 



Export* of Flour, Lard ami Cotton from the port of A'e 
Orieano to Havana and Matanza9,-\ from the lot of 
Jubf 1839, to the Ut day of Jprii 1840, in American 
and Spanioh vetocle. 



What month 


-• 
No. vessels. S ^ i-4 


• 

^1 









Bbls 

Kegi 
Bbls 


"1 




In July, 1839, 6 Am. vsls. 


2,037 5,813 176 


6 


359 


August, 


7 do. 


2,070 8,292 67 




469 


Do. 


3 Span. do. 


441 




913 




7 Am. do. 


1,70810,936 




736 


Do. 


1 Span. do. 






3Q2 


October, 


6 Am. do. 


2319 8,450 40 




187 


Do. 


6 Span. do. 


1,790 1,678 




726 


November, 


6 Am. do. 


2,985 4,462 




96 


Do. 


5 Span. do. 






1.690 


December, 


12 Am. do. 


3,430 3,608 63 




1,793 


Do. 


4 Span. do. 






1,389 


Jan. 1 840, 


10 Am. do. 


4,642 6,387 103 




1,006 


Do. 


4 Span. do. 


660 




966 


February, 


6 Am. do. 


3,745 7,600 174 


72 


826 


Do. 


8 Span. do. 






836 


March, 


13 Am. do. 


7,986 4,860 10 


78 


1,098 


Do. 


4 Span. do. 
103 Total, 


782 


168 


793 


* 


33,533 61,417 632 


13,611 


Total in 72 Am. vessels, 


30,302 59,398 633 


168 


6,939 


Do. 301 


Span. do. 


3,331 2,019 




7,673 


103 




33,633 61,417 6)2 168 13,511 






[Commercial HuUetiM, 



Appointments by the President, 

Sjf and with the advice and content of the Senate. 

E. A. F. Lavallette (formerly Vallette) to be a Captain 
in the Navy from the 23d of February, 1840. 

Joshua Ri Sanda to be a Commander from the 33d of 
Febmaiy, 1840. 

H. J. Harlstano to be a Lieolwiant iWrni the 33d of Feb- 
maiy, 1840. 

Bienjamin F. Sanda to be a Lfautenant firom the 16th «f 
March, 1640. 

* Mr. Turner, in subscribmg this report, makes the follow- 
ing qualification i-^^ J concur in much^ but met all of ihe 
above" 

f Only three small cargoea were aant to Mat^ima 
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Wacet ¥■• Cora Lmwft. 

From Circalar to Bankers, January 27, .1840. 

"To prove to these stenring operatives that the Corn 
Laws have nothing whatever to do with the rates of wages 
in the manufacturing towns, and consequently that if those 
laws were repealed on the first day of the assemhting of Par- 
liament, their actual or prospective condition would be in no 
respect ameliorated, we beg their attention, and the attention 
of all our readers, to the following table of figures. Nothing 
can be more simple, nothing more true, and, therefore, noth- 
ing more convincing than this table of figures : — 

Scale of Pricei for Weavin^y and the Prices of Wheat, 
from 1792 (Lvfn lo 1815. * 

Price of 
Fineness. Shoots. Wages. Wheat 
Reeds. BrMths of twist across per yd. per qr. 
hks. per lb. s. d. 

60 6-4tha,. . . .90 100. .. .3 60 

da do....... 90 100. ...2 &0 

do do 90 107.... 1 9 45 

do do 80 107 1 9 74 

do do 70 112 1 6 75 

do> ...... do.. ..... 70 1 12. ... I 3. . • . . 50 

do do 64 115 I 2 50 

do do 64 120.... 1 2 65 

do.. • • • . .do.. .... .64. • • . . . 120. ... I 2. ... 1 10 

do.. . . • . .do.. .... .d4> ..... 120. ... 1 

do«. do.. • . • . •64. ..... 120. • . .0 

do do.. .... .64. ..... 120. . . .0 

do. do 64 120 

do do 64 ICO 



1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
I80J 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
18J6 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 



4.. ..115 

11 65 

11 55 

9 60 

8 85 



do do.. .... .64. ..... 120. . . .0 7 75 



6J....70 

9 75 

10 96 

6.... 105 

6 96 

0....125 
6.... 105 

72 

6 63 



do do 64 120. . . .0 

do.. .... .do.. .... .64 120. . . .0 

do.. .... .do • . . • • .61. ..... 120. • . .0 

do do 64 120. . . .0 

do. do 64 120 

do. do 64 120 1 

do do 64 120. . . .0 

do do 64 120. ... 1 

do. do.. .... .64 120. . . .0 

" From 1792 to 1815 the Com Laws were not in exist- 
ence. What were called the Com Law riots took place 
after that period, nor were steam-power looms (hen brought 
into play, at least but very partially, and yet you see that 
when, in 1812, wheat was 125tk per quarter, the we4vera' 
wages were but Is. per yard for weaving ; and that when, in 
1792, wheat was 508. only, per quarter, theveaverM* va^ea 
iioere Zu, per yard for -weavinff. Well; in 1813, wheat 
fluctuated to 1058. per quarter; and what did the weavers 
get then 1 Why 6id. per yard for weaving ! And all this 
roithout the Corn Laws. And all this too, wthout the sub- 
stitute foe manual labour, called a steam-power loom, whose 
interminable maw vomita forth more goods than the whole 
world want, can consume, or pay for.*' 

OFFICIAL. 

Department of State, April 9, 1840. 
Information'having been received at this Department, that 
upon all vessels of the United States, whether fishing or 
trading, paraing the Strait or gut of Canso, a light duty of 
atz and two>thtrda cents per ton register of the shipping is 
demanded by the British custom-house officers, it is thought 
proper that public notice be given of the hett in order £at 
the masters of vessels on trading voyages, requiring their 
passage through the Strait of Canso; may, to avoid difficul- 
ties and delays, provide themselves with the meana of pay- 
ing the duty refened to ; and tlial vessels engaged in fishing 
or other pursuito, not requiring their passage through aaid 
Strait, may not, from ignorance, unkieeessarily subiect them* 
selves to &e payment of it As the right of the Britiah au- 
thorities to levy the duty on fishing vessels is disputed, it is 
recommended that the masters of vessels of this description, 
whieh may have occasion to frequent the Strait, be likewise 
prepared, in order to avoid injury firom delay, to pay the duty, 
but to do so imdar (irateit 



Slatemciit off Dalicst 

./fcmcin^ to the Government, on Mierchandioe Imported 
into the District of •Vississippiffor the paotflve yeart^ 
ending' 3 Ut December. 



1835, 



Cash* 



1st Qnar 68,508 83 

CdQuftr.... 75.831 28 

3d Quar 65,761 80 

4thQuar ... 155,445 13 



Bond. 

836,767 91 
483,741 78 
460,310 17 
810,020 70 



Total. 

405,276 74 
659.573 06 
516,<71 97 
995,465 83 



Total 366,647 04 2,1 10,840 56 2,476,387 60 



1836. 



let Quar.... 
3d Qnar .... 
3d Qnar .... 
4lh Quar . . . 



88,919 30 

87,3C6 68 

71.819 27 

104,314 22 



6\!8,908 62 
359,496 66 
825,752 81 
596,460 II 



717,827 92 
446,803 84 

397,572 08 
700,764 33 



Total 352,369 47 1,910,608 20 2,?62;967 07 



1st Quar. . . . 
2d Quar. . . . 
3d Qnar .... 
4th Quar . . . 



1837. 

80,651 22 410,024 82 

62,304 26 244^49 76 

60,<,69 26 131,051 52 

76,847 76 268,867 89 



490,676 04 
807,145 02 
181,120 78 
345,1 15 6i 



Total 869,272 60 1,C54,793 99 1,334,057 49 



1st Quar. . . . 
2d Quar .... 
3d Quar. . . . 
4th Quar . . . 



56,632 

69,061 

8.3,270 

107,999 



58 
13 
92 
35 



1S38. 

216,087 21 

311,079 03 

2.56,266 27 

432,390 31 



272,719 59 
38 >,140 16 
339,537 19 
540^89 66 



Total 316,963 78 1,215,822 83 1,532,786 60 



1st Quar. . .. 
2d Quar .... 
3d Quar .... 
4th Quar . . . 



78,900 
65,351 
44,741 
98,324 



1839. 

63 384,849 83 
58 258,824 44 
16 207,971 92 



32 



420,683 



35 



463,750 46 
324,176 02 
252,713 18 
519.007 67 



Total. 



287,317 69 1,272,529 54 1,559,647 23 

[JV. O. Price CwrrenU 



^"ativiiy of the Member* of the Mouoe of Heftreoenith 
tivee of the United 5rafe«.-— The Madisoman oontaioa the 
following statement 

Of the two hundred and thiity-five members of the House, 
the fc^owing States gave birth to the number set opf osile 
each in the table sufojoinad : 

Fenn»ylvania 37 

Virginia 34 

Massachusetts • ,. 25 

New York 21 

Connecticut 18 

North Carolina 17 

South Carolina. 12 

Kentucky 12 ' 

Maryland 11 

Tennessee 11 

Georgia 7 

Maine 5 

New Hampshire 3 

Vermont, 5 

Delaware. . . ^ 3 

Ohio 3 

Louisiana ^ 

Rhode Island «... 1 

laSLAKD 4 

ExoLAiri) , 1 

Eight of «be UwliBd Staiss have nat yet hiri Ili6 hMMV 
pS giving biilh to a member of Csngi—  
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V1CK8BURG BANK. 



TIcKtborff Bank. 

At a maeting of Stockliolden of the Comniflrcial aod 
Railroad Bank of Viduburg in the cit^ of Philadelphia, 
held at the Room of the Boa^ of Trade, m the Philadelphia 
Exdiange, JOHN W. PERTT, Etq. waa called to the Chair, 
and D. Saxubi., Esq. was appointed Secretary. A letter 
firom D. Conyngham, Esq., Prendent of the Bank, addresa- 
ed to Uie Chairman of the Committee of 8u>ckholden ap- 
pointed at a former meeting, having been lubmitted, com- 
municating the recent Act paand by the Legiilatore of Mia- 
mampfi, entitled ** An Act reqviring the Banka of that State 
to pay ipeci^ and for other purpoaes;" which laid Act re- 
quires of the Banks of that State to resume specie payments 
on the Ist April inst., on penalty of forfeiture of their re- 
Bpectivo charters^together with an abstract from ** An Act 
aupplemental" to aaid Act: Whereupon, on motion of Mr. 
Iiewis, seconded by Mr. Dobbyn, it was unanimously 

ResoUed, That the President and Directors, and the As- 
signees of the Commercial and Railroad Bank of Vicksburg, 
be requested to adopt such measures in relation to the aboTO 
named Act, as in their judgment maj be most for the interest 
of the Stockholdeis, as regards the banking privileges of the 
Institution. 

Resolved, That inasmuch as the expenses of the Instito- 
tion have hitherto been very heavy and onerous to the Stock- 
holders, the President and Directors, and the Aarignees, be 
requested to take prompt measures to curtail those ezpensea 
bj reducing the number and salaries of the officers and clerks 
of the Institution to what may be just and reasonable in their 
estimation, both in regard to the Parent Bank at Vicksbuig, 
and its Branches at Clinton and Vernon ; and that they pro- 
ceed to bring the af&irs of the Institution to a close, so far 
as iti banking operations are concerned, in the manner they 
nay deem most for the interest of the Stockholders under the 
Asdgnment of tiie 16th of February last. 

Resolved, That the Stockholders approve of the Assign- 
ment made by the President and Directors of the Bank on 
the 15th of Februaiy. 1840, to Messn. W. W. Fraier, W. 
8. Bodley, and T. E. Robbins, and of the course of proceed- 
big Hnoe adopted by them, both in regard to the affiurs of the 
Bank and the Railroad. 

Resolved, That under the supplemental law which con- 
tfaiues to the Corporation all the privileges of the Charter as 
regards the Railroad, the President and Direeton, and the 
Aattgnees, are recommended to prosecute the works of the 
Road to completion, by the most vigorous efibrts, with the 
means provided under the assignment, and that the arrange- 
ments already made and now acted upon, are highly approved 
of by this meeting. 

Resolved, That the condensed statement of the affairs of 
the Institution, whidi has now been presented to this meet- 
ing, together with a copy of the supplemental law above al- 
luded to, and an abstract from the deed of assignment, be 
pahlhbed with the proceedings, and signed by the Chairman 
and Secretary. 

Reaolved, That a copy of these proceedings, with the sig- 
natures of as many of the Stockholders approving of the 
■ame as can be conveniently obtained, be transmitted by the 
Chairman and Secretaty of this meeting, to the President 
and Directors, and also to the Aaslgnees of the Commercial 
and Railroad Bank of Vicksbuig. 

Philadelphia, April 7, 1810. 

Condensed Statement of the Conmiercial and Railroad Bank 
of Vidbsburg, taken from the communication of D. Conyng- 
ham, Esq., President af the Bank, and that of J. Cow- 
peitiiwaite, Esqn to tiie meeting of the Stockholders : 

RESOURCES. 

BSk Diacounted, 5,690,284 31 

Bcal Estate, (Banking Honaea) 1 13.648 84 

atodcs, ... 103,900 00 

Due by Banks and Agents, 511,446 96 

Notes of other Banks, 194,826 43 

Railroad AppropriattoOy 1,600,000 00 



LIABILITIES. 

Cireulation, 1,094.670 60 

Time Checks, 416^397 60 

Certificates of Deposit, 777,299 76 

2,218.568 02 

Bonds and Bills Payable 1,295,123 07 

Due to Banks and Agents,. . . 448,928 04 

Individual Depositors 85,9 14 06 

Unclaimed Dividends, 4,252 41 



4,032,786 00 



Vol. II.— 32 



8,114,066 54 



In round numbers, the asaeta of die Bank 
are, exclusive of the Railroad,. . ; ^,300,000 00 

And the liabilities of the Bank, including the 
sum loaned under the assignment, to com- 
plete the Railroad, are 4,800,000 06 

It is believed that the available assets of the Bank, maktQg 
ample allowance for bad debts, will be fully sufficient to meet 
all its liabilities, and that the Railroad urill remain entire to 
the Stockholders, under the Charter as confirmed by the 
supplemental law, of which the subjoined is a copy : 

On the 14th of March the road was completed to wiihinf 
three miles of Clinton and the work was going on, so that it 
was calculated that the Road would be in full opention and 
the cars running to the town of Clinton, on the first May 
proximo. The meana provided, and at the contiol of tlie 
President, Mr. Conyngham, are sufficient to comi^elB the 
whole Road between Vicksburg and Jackson, in all the month 
of September next; and it is estimated that the revenue arif 
ing from the Road eventually, will be such as to leave a nett 
income to the Institution, after deducting current expenses 
and repairs, of from 8 per cent, to 10 per cent on its cost, or 
4 per cent to 5 per oent on the whole capital of the Com^ 
mercial and Railroad Bank. 

At the date abovementioned, the weekly receipts of the 
Road, in its unfinished state, were, for the freight of good# 
and the ftre of paasengen, al)out five thousand dollan. 

Abstract firom the Assignment of the President and Dueo' 
ton of the Commercisl and Raihoad BaiA of Vicksburg, bj 
which 

The whole property of the Institution is oonteyed fai trosti 
to W. W. Frazer, T. E. Robbms, and W. S. Bodley, Esipv. 
All the current expenses, salaries of the President, Assignees^ 
Officers, Ckrts, dec., are to be paid. Power is given, and it 
is made the duty of the Assignees, to borrow a sum not ex- 
I ceeding $250,000, to complete the Railroad within the period 
requir^ by the Charter, which sum of money ao bonowed,- 
and the interest arising thereon, are to be paid oat of the^ 
avails or receipts of the Railroad. 
1 This debt being contracted for the important purpose 6f 
completing the Railroad and putting it into full operation, is 
the only one to which security is given by the sanignmekit 

All other claims of whatever nature, are placed upon one 
common footing, and no preference is given to any. 

An Act supplemental to " an act** eotitlsd ** An Aet re- 
quiring the several Banks of the State to pay specteb and for 
other purposes.** 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of 
Mississippi, that the ssvend Banks of this Slate which have 
completed in the whole or in part, any Railroad or work of 
Internal Improvement, i^l only forfeit or surrender their 
banking privileges in the contingency provided in said act» 
but their Charten shall notwithstanding such forfeiture or 
surrender, remain in force ao far aa regards such Railroad or 
woriL of Internal Improvement whkh may be constructed, 
completed and used, according to said charters respectively. 

Sec. 2. Be it enacted, that all Banks above alluded to, 
and all other Banks in Ibis State, shall at all times receive 
their notes at par in the liquidation of their bills receivsble, 
and other claims due them. 

Sec. 3. Be it farther enacted, that thia act ^lall take ef- 
fiMt and be in fbfea ttom and after its pasaage. 

ApproTed Feb. 77, 1840. 
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ADMINISTRATION OF FOREIGN STOCKS IN PARIS AND LONDON. 



[Krmth, 



It will be seen by the fbUowing documents, that an 
ciation has been formed in Paris and London for the aale 
or exchange of stoc^ for its bonds, with dividende — at 
present they commence with three of the American stocks, 
viz. Ohio, New York City and State — and their operations 
will probably extend to those of other States in good eredit, 
and which are panctaal in the payment of interest or divi- 
dends. If conducted npon fair and impartial prindples, the 
effect of this association may be favourable to the holders of 
American stocks — if not, the prices of some stocks of equal 
safety, may be injuriously depnciBted, whHe on ondue prefer- 
ence is given to others. The respectability of the parties 
associated, would, however, seem to guaranty an honourable 
coarse to be pursued by them ; and a strong indiioemant is 
furnished to parties issuing stock, to be punctual in comply- 
ing with then- engagementB. 

(TBAVaLATlOir.) 

AD]III.\ISTRATIO.ir 

For the iuue of Foreipi Funds in Bonth, to Bearer, 

Estahathed in Parity by 



Messrs. Bagnenanlt 6c Co. 
A. Dassier, 



Delessert 6l Co. 
Hottinguer dc Co. 

At a time when the increasing abundance of money, and 
the progressive rise of the price of the public funds in Eu- 
rope, create a demand for objects of investment which unite 
proper securities with an advantageous rate of interest, 
Messrs. Baguenault dc Co., A. Dassier, Delessert dc Co. and 
Hottinguer dc Co. have established an Administration, of 
which the object is to issue bonds to bearer in lieu of the 
original inscriptions of Foreign Funds. 

The funds of the United States have first attracted the at- 
tention of the administration ; it purposes to convert into 
bonds to bearer, with dividend warrants, payable in Paris at 
the office of the administration, and in London at that of 
Messrs. Baring. Brothers & Co., and to offer in this form, to 
Capitalists, such of these funds as seem first to deserve con- 
fidence by the preference which they have hitherto enjoyed, 
and the exactitude with which the dividends have always 
been paid. 

The administration will commence by issuing certificates 
for the 

Six per cent slock of the State of Ohio ; 

Five per cent stock of the State of New York ; 

Five per cent stock of the city of New York ; 

and having already, for conversion into bonds to bearer, a 

portion of these funds, it can immediately offer its bonds to 

the public. 

The administration will likewise receive, at any time, 

original inscriptions oi the State of Ohio, and of the State 

and City of New York, with the corresponding Powers of 

Attorney, in due form, for which it will deliver its bonds to 

bearer on the following terms : 

Ist — ^Tbe commission on the exchange of the original stocks 
for the bonds to bearer, with dividend warrants, payable 
half-yearly to the end of 1849, in Paris or London, ac- 
cording to the choice of the bearer, is one and a half per 
cent on the nominal capital, without further charge. 

8nd. — In case of the dissolution of the administration at the 
expiration of the year 1849, the only charge for re- trans- 
fer of the bond to bearer into an inscription, will be the 
actual expense incurred, without any commission. 

If the re-transfer be required before that period, the com- 
mission will be one per cent including all diarges; in 
such case, on delivery of the bond with the unpaid divi- 
dend warrants, the bearer will receive, with the least delay 
possible, the inscription in the name required, or the 
documents by which he may himself efiect the transfer in 
le United States. 



N. B.— >Any further information may ha had at the offieea 
of either of the above named houses in Paris, or at that of 
Baring Brothers & Co. in London, who are authorized to 
carry into efiect (he exchanges that may be required. 

AMOUNTS OF BONDS TO BE DELIVERED. 

Js'ew York State Stock, 5 per cent. 

Capital. Interest in Paris, jfnt in London. 

Bond of 196 Dollars,. . . .Francs 60 £ Sterfing l:19KI 

" 893 •* .... •• 100.... « 3:18.^ 
« 980 « ....•• 860.... « 9:16:0 

Dividend warrants payable Ist October and 1st April 

•Vev York Gittf Stock, 5 per cent. 

Capital Interest in Paris. Int in London. 

Bond of 196 Dollars,. . . .Francs 50. . . .£ Steriing 1:19.*0 
« 892 « .... « 100.... « 3:18:0 
« 980 " .... " 260.... « 9:J&0 

Dividend warrants payable 1st July and lat Jannaiy. 

Ohio State Stock, 6 per cenU 

Capital. Interest in Paris. Int in London. 

Bond of 196 Dollars,. . . .Francs 60.« . .£ Sterling S: 7H) 
« 892 " .... " 120.... «* 4:14:0 
" 980 " .... ** 300.... «• 11:15:0 

Dividend warrants payable Ist October and lat April 

PROPOSED FORM OF CERTIFICATE. 
^UniCntotratCon of ^oteifln Stocks, 

Messrs. Baguenault dc Co. Delessert 6l Col 

A. Dassier, Hottinguer & Co. 

CEHTUFICJiTE TO BE^HSH, A¥. 

Annual interest of. JS3:7:0 

Payable in London, at the counting-house of Me^'sn. Baring, 
Brothers &. Co. half yearly, the Ist April and Ist October, 
on a capital of 196 dollars, 6 per cent of the State of Ohto^ 
United States of America, reimbnrvable after the 18 

The present certificate conveys (he right to an inacriptaon 
of 196 dollars capital 6 per cent stock of the State of Ohio, 
of which the four houses above named are conjointly the 
Trustees for account of the bearer. 

The administration will pay to the bearer, aficr receipt of 
the interest in the States, in specie dollan of the prebeot 
standard, thirty francs at Paris, or one pound three ahilUnga 
and sixpence in London, half-yearly, on presentation of the 
annexed wamnts. In case of war, or of payment of the 
interest otherwise than above stipulated, the bearer wiH ha 
liable to such delay or deduction, arising from the case, as 
the administration will advertise. 

The bearer will have the right, on deposit of the present 
certificate and warrants not due, to have the capital of 196 
dollars transferred into his name by the administzmtion, 
which will deliver him the inscription as soon as possible; 
or to obtain from the administration a letter of order, by 
means of which he may himself efifect the transfer in the 
United States. 

The administration vrill charge one per cent on the 
nominal capital, charges included, on eveiy demand for the 
original inscription. In case of its own liquidation, this 
transfer would be made without other charges than the ex- 
pense incurred. 

Half yearly Coupons vrill be attached. 






Defalcation at the Bank of Virginia. — ^The Proclama- 
tion of the Governor, and the advertisement of the PresidaDt 
of the Bank, have officially apprised the oountiy of the ex- 
istence of a de^cation in the Department of the first TaUec 
of tliat Institution to a veiy large amount An official ex* 
pose will probably, in a day or so, as soon as all the facts am 
ascertained, place the countiy in possession of all that can be 
known at present We believe the deficit is now known to 
be between 40;) and f 600,0 lO.^^ir Amen J fFAi^. 



\ 
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GOVERNOR PORTER'S PROCLAMATION. 
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Proclamation of Gov. Porter. 

The Legulatnre of Pennsylvania, being about to adjouni 
on the 16th day fixed by joint reaolution, but without making 
pronalon for the payment of the interest becoming due be- 
fore the next meeting of the Legislature, or for the progress 
of internal improvements. The Governor has issued the 
following Proclamation directing them to convene on the 

PROCLAinATIO.ir. 

To the Senate and Hou9« of RepfetentativeMt anii to tJie 

members thereof: 

WbereM, the constitution of this commonwealth, coDfera 
upon the Governor, the power of convening the General 
Aseembly on extraordinary occasions; and whereas, no pro* 
viMon has been made for the payment of the interest now 
doe and ftjling due on the etate debt, between the prttent 
time and the meeting of the nextlegislatare, and lor the repair 
and current expenses of the canals ind railroads of (he com* 
monwealth, nor for the proieeation of tiio public works now 
under oontract, and in a state of approaching completion, 
aad whereas, if these several objects be left in their praaent 
oradition unprovided for, the &ith and honour of the com- 
monwealth 0^ Pennsylvania moal be deeply tarnished, and the 
cuals and railroads now in a state of coqipletion, and in the 
eonetraction of which our enormous state debt was mainly 
oOQbacted^-mQst In a great measure, if not altogether cease 
to bo fit for use ; wherry, not only will the public suffer 
great loss and inconvenience, but Uie character of our im- 
provement itself for stability and usefulness, will receive a 
heavy blow, from which it will not soon recover, and the 
revenue of the commonwealth already so lamentably inade- 
ifoate to meet the demaodi upon it, wiU be reduced little 
abort of thre^fourths of a million of dollan, within the en- 
suing year ; and the public works now in a state of approaeh- 
iuf floupletion, in tlie undertaking of which, the eommon- 
weallh has a veiy large sum of money already invested, must 
renaia idle and useless, to the aeriotts diminution of the 
public revenue, and to the detriment of those sections of the 
oooanonwealth especially through which they pass. 

And whereas, by an act passed the third day of April, 
1840. entitled, ** resolution for the resumption of specie pay- 
ments by the banks and for other purposes," the sum of three 
nUOiona of dollars ia provided for tho purposea herein men- 
tioBedy in ease the legislature enacts the appropriate laws 
ap^^ring it to the same; and whereae, one of the principal 
reasnna for giving to the banks so great an extension of their 
preeent suspension of specie payments, as until the I5th Jan« 
oaty, 1841, was to otrtain thia fund of three millions of 
dollars for the relief of the commonwealth from the financial 
embarrassments by which she ia at thia time beaet And 
w he re as , a foilure to provide for applying theaame to the 
purpeese for which it was designated, is an entire surrender 
of thia important advantage secured to the public hj that law, 
wmA la a total release of the banks from an easential part of 
the eonaideration on which the indulgence they are enjoying, 
wae granted, which appears to me to be a course of policy, 
nmHSSn wiae nor just And whereaa, the commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, with her vast xeaouroea, and her uMgnifioent 
ayelem of public improvements, owea it to her own chaiactar 
for eteadfoMtnete, etrict obtervanee of engagementa, and a 
high eense of otate pHdet and pttbUe faiths to pay with 
pOnetuality the interest becoming due on the public debt, the 
reapeetive debts due to those who have laboured to construct 
and to keep her public improvements in repair, and to exert 
all her energfiet to continue those improvements in a fit con- 
dition lo transport upon them whatever products her own citi- 
lene, and those of neighbouring states may have created or pur- 
ebaead on the foith, and with the expectation and assurance, 
that theee im provements were to be and remain their high- 
way to and from market. And whereaa, should there be no 
remedial l^islatioo in the present emergency, the confidence 
of the •morldui the engagemento and legitlative eonttanetf 
it this great commonwealth must be deeply thakeii, if not 
ultimately tool. 



Therefore I have felt it to be my solemn and imperative 
duty to convene the general assembly again on this extraor- 
dinary occasion to hold a seesion again on the seventeenth 
day of the present month* 

I have chosen this early period before the members had 
dispersed and returned to their homes, to relieve them from 
the trouble of returning at a more inconvenient season^to 
save the commonwealth ftomfthe large araeutit of expenses 
which she would necessarily incur in the recalling of the 
members from their several remote places of abode, and to 
secure the most speedy action of the legislature on the sub* 
jects above referred to', that is practicable — because they are 
of a nature too pressing and important to admit of mudi do* 
lay. It is a matter of unfeigned regret to me, to be obliged 
to arrest the return of the members to their families and 
homes, but the injunctions of duty are too stern and unyield- 
ing to be disroganied. I obey them with readiness, and 
shall trust to the enlightened wisdom of the general assembly 
and of our common constituents — the people — to sanction 
the act, and to render it in;»lrumental in promoting the pub- 
He good, and in saving from impending reproach, the iaith 
and honour of Pennsylvania. 
In the fund for the payment of interest on the 
public debt, the deficiency within the next 

nine months, will not belesathan $8>0,000 

For the repairs made by the present offieers 
on the several lines of canal and raihoad, 

there is yet due and unpaid, at least 300,000 

For repairs' to be made during the present 
year, it will require, (exclusive of the 

Franklin line,) at least 400,000 

There is due also for ropes, locomotives, dtc. 76,000 

Also, for lock on l'«astera Division 7,40^ 

Also, (over and above appropriations) to con- 
tractors on Erie extension, 204.000 

North Branch, 166,000 

Wioonisco 2,0 00 

Binnemaboning, 34,1 24 

GeUysburg Hailroad 146,30r 

Allegheny Feeder, 1,100 

Inclined Plane, Columbia,. . .. 60,000 
For new work on finished lines, pay of engi- 
neers, canal conunissioners, dec, 60,000 

For damages, dec, 30,000 

This large amount ia now due, or. will becoote due before 
the meeting of the next legislature, or immediately thereafter, 
and it is manifestly impossible to postpone the providing of 
funds to meet it, with any proper regard to the contracts 
and faith of the state ; and under thia view of the subject, it 
seems to me. there cannot be two opinions upon the course 
that ought to be adopted among honest men. This whole 
subject I have taken occasion to bring before you in my for- 
mer meangea: UBple time for refiection and investigation 
has been given, and under the dictates of a true spirit of con- 
ciliation uid forbearance, it appears to me you cannot con* 
sume upon its conaideration much more than a single day 
of your time. 

DAVID R. PORTER. 

EXKCUTTTB CUAITBIW,^ 

April 16, 1840. > 



The mercfaanta of Nantes, Bordeaux and Havre are follow* 
ing in the train of Marseilles in the establishment of steam 
navigation between the French porta and the United States. 
Tliree millions are eubecrib^d at Rordeaux, and 4,175,000 
at Havre. The amount at Marseillea I stated in a fonner 
letter to be between these two aums. These eompaniea ex- 
pect to be subsidised by Government for the conveyance of 
letters and poet^ffice paroela. live month of May ia stated 
as the period when the new line of EngUsh steamers for tho 
United Statee and the Antilles will depart from London or 
some EngUih port twice a month, with the Eoglish mafia. 



The Journal of Commerce says that the Louie PhilUppe 
has made her last three passagee in 69 days, averaging 
nineteen daya sixteen hours, each paasage. 



GOTERNOR'8 MESSAGE— DUTIES AMP DRAWBACKS ON SUGAR. 



[Arsxft, 



Tlw Legnliture met od the 17th agneibly to the Go- 
ypaoQ^* Prockmetian, and after orgaiiizing, appointed a com- 
jlpitlei to wait upon the Governor to recdve any oommuni- 
.cationhe wiihediomake. He then eent the fbUowing me»> 



T|ie foUowittg w the Menage of Governor Porter to the 
Legidature of t^ Qtate on Friday : 

7^ cAe ^naie and Uoiue of Xtiprefeniatii^i of the Cem- 
m^nweaUk •/ Pennayhania : 

pB|mjE|ttir4— I have felt it to be my imperative duty to 
convene yon, on the eitraordinary occasion referred to in the 
proclamiitio^ n^der which yoa aasemble. The facta and the 
.naspas on which I have acted are sufficiently detailed in that 
,do(;ainent to render a repetition annecessaiy. I beg leave to 
,caU your attention to them as therein set forth. In addition 
40 the defldency in the treasury, exhibited in the proclama- 
(tioDy I will now add what I did not then advert to, that no 
fcovitton whatever, is made for the cnrrent expenses of go- 
«veDiment It is left without means to cany on its ordinary 
.operations. 

I deem it proper to state, that the several reforms and modifi- 
.cations suggested and recommended in my annual meesage in 
.our present banking system, have thus far, not met with the 
approbation of the Legislatuie, and I think it my duty, again 
to inform you, that my views on that subject are not only 
unchanged, but stieng&ened by subsequent reflection and 
.experience. 

\ believe it has never happened in the history of this Com- 
Aonwealth, that a Legislature had adjourned without making 
some provision for the ordinary expenses of the government 
I trust this Legidature is not about to set the example. The 
.disastrous consequences that may ensue, it is impossible to 
Ibretell; and it may requireSyeatB of legUation and large ez- 
|)enditurKs of money hereafter, to repair the evib it will pro- 
]auoe. In view of these contingencies, I am sure the mem- 
hen of the Legislature can need no admonitions to point out 
and to enforce the duty, they owe to the public and to them- 
selvea. 

With great deference to the Legidature, but with sincere 
jeamestnesB, t must urge on you, the adoption of some legis- 
lative action to obviate the difficulties and embarrassments set 
forth in my proclamation, and should any dreumstancea oo- 
jeur to prevent die speedy action of the Legislature on this 
jnibject, by which the public may suffer loss or inconvenience, 
r shall fed conscious that no fault can be justly attributed to 
die E^eraitive. 



DAVID R. P0RT6R. 



JSzicirrm Citaicbeb? 

.i^p^ ir. 1840. 5 



After authorizing a loan of 1200,000 to meet current ex- 
penses, both houses adjourned t^ oieet on the 12th of May 



Dfice •/ the DowfmUnaner qf Public Work9, 1 

April 6, 1840. 5 

Sir-^Hie President of die United Stales has dheeted that 
pXi persons employed on the public woiks, whether labourer^ 
ffr mechanics, under tljie immediate ai^Qrity of himself or 
^he deperto^tpl be reqinied to work only the number of 
^oura prescribed by the ten hour system. Yoa are hereby re« 
quired to cenform to this regidation. 



Respectfully, 
C. L. Odtman, Evq. 



W. NOLAND. 



f'oti win please I9 notify the ether saperinteodeatsof thiy 



IHillet Had Drawlwidui mi 8agar« 

Mr.Davis of the U. 8. Senate, submitted the tbUowniff 
document in relation to the dnwback on refined sngan : 

JVha York AprU 8, 1840. 

Hon. Danid Webster, New York : 

Dear Sir — We avail oundves of the opportunity of seeing 
you here to place in your hands a statement respecting the 
dnwback of duties on refined sugars, which vre dean of 
importance, in consequence of recent statements made in tba 
Senate. 

In a speech of the Hon. Mr. Benton, made in that body 
on the lOih of Mardi, we find it stated that, in the ycais 
1837 and 1838, "the whole revenue derived from the im- 
portation of brown sugar in the United States, and an ad- 
ditional sum besides, was delivered over grmtoitously to a few 
doien sugar refinen. 

We are altogether at a loss to understand upon what sn- 
thority the statement was made, as, opon looking at the pofalie 
documents, we find the following to be a true Mooimtof the 
matter: 

In Document No. 873, transmitted bv the Secretary of ths 
Treasury to the S5th Congress, Sd session, it is staled dial, 
in the year ending 3Cth S^Jtember, 1637, diere was impoiW 
ed mto die United Sutes, of brown sugar, Iba. 190,416,071 
During the said year there was exported of 

brown sugar 26,708,030 

Leaving of brown sugar to pay duty lbs. 98/08,041 

Which, at die duty of $2 23 paid diat year, 

amounuto $3,063,665 71 

From which deduct the amount of drawback 

paid that year on 3,018,854 lbs. refined 

sugar exported, at 5 cents per ttk 100,643 70 

Leaves a nett revenue on brown sugar aocra- 

ing to die United States m 1837, of. ... . $1,963,013 61 

In a similar document from the Seoetary of theTmasiin, 
No. 358, tnnsmitted to die 35di Congress, Sd session, it m 
stated that, in the year ending 3Cth September, 1838, tbaea 
was imported into the United States, of brown sugar 

Iba. 183,300,905 
During said year there was exported of 

brown sugar 4,838,687 

Leaving of brown sugar to pay duty Iba. 134^873,318 

WhIdi, at #2 03 duty paid diat year, amounts 

to the sum of. #3,734,365 66 

From which deduct the amount of drawback 

paid dial year on 8,909386 lbs. of refined 

sugar exported at 5 cents per lb. 145,494 38 

Leaves a nett revenue on brown sugar aocm- 
ing to dM United Sutes in 1838 of $8,588,871 66 

Thus, in the yean 1837 and 1638, the nettievcmie a^ 
cruing to the United States, after deducting all dw refined 
sogfr exported on which dnwback was paid, amountod lo 
Mm sum of...... $4,561,884 67 

This wifl shosr you, sir, unless we ounelves are In great 
error, that Mr. Benton's informatifm must have been endrely 
incorrect 

We are^ respectfully, dear sir, your obedient servants, 

WOOLSEY dc WOOLSEY, 
Of New York Patent Sugar Refineiy. 

WM. APPLETON, 
President East Boston Sugar Refineiy. 

RICHARD A. STEWART, 

New Toik. 

WISHART YATES, 
Of New York American Steam Sugar Befinoy, 

{B90t; Pau] JAMES J. MAPES. 
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MmCBLLANBOtTs, 



AokMowledgneaU of I^ee4« Abroad. 

The fonowiag circplar was presented bj the Gov&mK lo 

the Lefubtnre of New Yock» and is of genanl mteMst. 

CIRCULAR. 

CosavLATK or tbi United Statis,? 
Paris, this 6th Jufy, 1S30. 5 
To His Excellency Sbwabd, 

Goveraor of the State of New ToHl 

Sir i — Great difficulty and emharraMment are constantly 
experienced by citizens of the United States, and other per- 
sons abroad, especially in this capital, from the want of some 
mniforai and simple mode of acknowledgment of deeds of 
eonveyance of real estate, and other property, situate in the 
several states of our Union, which the parties may have oc- 
casion to make and execute during their absence ; the laws 
of no two of the states requiring the same formalities in all 
respects. Those of veiy many of them, an acknowledgment 
before a judge, justice of peace, mayor, or notary public, 
(di£biing materially however in other particulars,) to be at- 
tested in his own form ; of others, proof of the signature of 
dke grantors before the local authorities or courts where the 
lands, dbc ice are situated, (in total disregard of uniformity,) 
by occttlar witnesses, returning homc^within limited periods; 
whilst other States are without any specific enactment upon 
tbi subject On these grounds, I flatter myself your Excel- 
lency wiU pardon the liberty I take, in mviting your favour* 
able attention to this subject, with a view to the adoption, 
on the part of the State of New York, through your power- 
ful recommendation, of such legislative measure as may thus 
fitf remedy the inconvenience alluded to. 

In reference especially to this country, I am enabled to 
•tate, that no such acknowledgment as is required, can be 
received, but in the French language and before a notary 
public, it not being the usage for judges, justices of the peace, 
or mayors, here, to receive and certify acknowledgments; 
that the notary's certificate must then be legalized by the 
minister of justice, and afterwards by the minister of foreign 
aflbirs, Sec dec, and that these formalities necessarily involve 
gnat delay, trouble, and expense to the parties. 

Under these ciicamstaaoes, having had abundant oppor^ 
tiinities during my residence here, oi witnessing the very 
serious inconvenience to which our countrymen, and others 
abroad, havingproperty or concerns in one or more of the 
States of the Union, are unavoidably exposed, from the na- 
ture of the legislation, in most of those states upon the sub- 
ject of conveyances, Sec Slc when made in foreign countries, 
or the want of it altogether, I have ventured to suggest to 
your Excellency, as I have taken the liberty of doing, the 
propriety and expediency of your Excellency's referring the 
matter in question to legislative consideration, on the part of 
your state, in order to the adoption, if it should be deemed 
proper, of a safe and convenient remedy in the case. 

WiUi this view, and with that to uniformity in the enact- 
ments of the several states upon the subject, which is much 
to be desired, I have the honour to submit, with great defer- 
ence, the subjoined draft of a bill, which it is believed will 
answer Ae purpose, to the consideration of your Excellency, 
and to be with perfbet respect. 

Your ExcelTency's faithful obe'dt serv't, 

DANIEL BRENT. 

AN ACT 

Providing for the acknowledgment and execution of deeds 
of conveyance, and other instruments of writing, in foreign 
countries, touching property in this slate. 

Us it tnaeudf £ife. That the consuls and viceKxmsuls of 
the United States, duly appointed and recognised, shall be 
authociaed and empowered, as they hereby fully are, to r^ 
oeive the acknowledgments in writing, of citisens of the 
United States or other persons^ being or residing in the dis- 
tricts of their several oonsulatei^ of deeds of conveyance, 
mortgage, letters of attorney, or other legal instruments what- 
ever, touching or affecting real estate or other piopeitj, rights 
dt ittterasts whatever, situate, lying or being in any part of 
this state, belonging to the said parties, in whole or in part, in 
their own right, or as ih^ agents of others; and tliat the cer- 



tificates of the said consuls and vice-consuls under their offi- 
cial seals, shall be good and available, as evidence of the 
execution of such deeds of conveyance or other legal instru- 
ments, which shall be altogether valid and sufficient for die 
purposes therein mentioned. 

Sec. 3. ^e it further enacted. That the said consub and 
vice-consuls shall be authorized and empowered, as they heie- 
bv folly are, to witness and take the acknowledgment of any 
citizen or citizens of the United Stales, or other persons withf 
in their consular districts, as aforesaid, of any lawful contiaot 
or engagement, to be executed or have effect in this state, of 
whatsoever nature or kind, which they may enter into or form 
in the said districts. 

^nd be it moreover enacted^ That the said consuls and 
vice-consuls, shall be and are fully authorized and empower* 
ed in like manner to witness any other lawful acts in their 
several districts, as aforesaid, on the part or behalf of citizens 
of the United States, or others as aforesaid, which may be 
interesting or useful to them in reference to concerns in this 
state, of whatsoever descriptions ; and that the certificates of 
the said consuls and vice-consuls, under their official seals, 
as aforesaid, shall be good and available, as evidence of such 
contracts or engagements, or of such acts — which contracts, 
engagements and acts, shall be accordingly valid and suffi- 
cient to an intents and purposes in this state. 

Island* in the Pacijc.— On the 14th November, 1839, 
Captain Cash, in the Harvest, discovered land, besring 
Sooth, 10 miles distant, the ship then heading E. S. E. the 
Island extending from S. S. E. to N. N. W, about 20 miles, 
well wooded, principally with cocoanut trees; it appeared 
mostly low, but here and there some blu^ of perna|]« 40 
feet high ; it is probably inhabited, as a large smoke was 
visible for some time in the middle of iL Made the east 
pcfft in latitude 9 68 S., longitude 158 14 W. Whether 
this be a new Island or not is uncertain. It is not on the 
charts, and our knowledge of it is very imperfect. CanL 
Cash is of opinion it is^ Penrhyn's Island, placed on me 
charts 40 miles farther east; but if Capt Alexander Macy's 
discovery be correct, as given when in the Peruvian, this 
must be a new discovery, as the long, is deduced from chro- 
nometer, and good lunar observations. Capt C. found in 
his Isst voyage in 1834, in the ship Courier, Bauman's 
Island, Roggewain's Island, and Ticnhoven's Uand, mqst 
be fsrther west than their situation on the charts ( as he ran 
in the longitude of tliem all, as given by two good chronom- 
eters, then four days from the Society Islands, the weather 
being clear, and saw nothing resembling land; which in- 
duces him to think the Island above described maybe Poi- 
rhyn's Island, 40 ra. W. of its place on the charts. 

CsptC. likewise saw in 1834, an island bearing N.W. 
by N. iN. from Flint's I., very low and dangerous, befaig 
only seen at a short distance, the tat. about 10 86 S., but 
being thick weather, did not ascertain the longitude. It is 
important that this shouU be known to every navigates in 
the Pacific, as ships leaving the Society Islands bonad 
North, frequently make Flint's L, and tbia lies in the teack 
of ships lx>nnd to. the line. Two other shipmasters Imse 
seen this Island, in about the latitude above given, and 
were near running.their ships upon it — JSantucktt Inq» 

L9cuat9 Hi Sea. — ^The Essex Begister publishes the fok 
lowing account on authority of a letter from tlie mate of the 
brig Levant, of Boston, to hia friends in Beverly, dated 
Montevideo, Jan. 17, last past The mate writes that afiter 
having encountered a severe gale on the 13th Septearii^, 
when in latitude of 18 degrees North, and the nearest land 
being over 460 milea, they were surrounded for two days 
by large swarms, of locusts, of a large size — and. in the aftoft* 
noon of theaecond day > in a squall from the N. W. the ikp 
was completely black with them. They covered avexy pert. 
of the brig immediately, sail«, rigging, cabin, dice It is a 
little singular how th^ could have supported tliemsalvea hi 
the air ao long, as there was no land to the N. W. for sev- 
eral thousand miles. Two days afterwards, the .weatbss h»» 
ing moderate, the brig sailed thrcugh swarms of them floating 
dead upon the waters^ 
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Hew York Flonr Inspection, 

We have delayed the publication of the annexed ttatement 
of flour inspected in this city, with the hope of being able to 
give the quantity for the whole year. Not having been able 
to obtain any ttatement from the predecessor of the present 
inspector, we now publish the return of the latter only. 

REPORT 



lAwt Of the United States. 

An ACT to cancel the bonds giren to secure duties upon 
Tsssek and their cargoes, employed in the m^ale fl sh q y , 
and to make Registers lawful papers for such Teasels. 

JBe it enacted by the Senate and Houee of JieprtteniO' 

tivet of the United States ofjimerica, in Congrett attem." 

bled, l^hat all yessels which have cleared, or hereafter maj 

Of John G»y. ln.p.C<„ of F.o»n fi.U»cl.y of NewToA. ^S::;,'t^X^:m:d'!^rTrw?uU^ 



cj.y.„d county of New Y<.A.fto«M.yJ:—^«;j-^^ 

31, ibsw, mciusive. | ^^^jj^j ^^^ licensed for like voyages, shall have the same 



Inspected in the 
8Tth to December 

Wheat flour, superfine, bbls 989,567 

Wheat flour, do hf. bbU 18,920 

Wheat flour, fine, bbls 24,189 

Wheat flour, do hf. bbls 519 

Wheat flour, bad, bbls 19,864 

Wheat flour, do hf. bbls. 319 

Wheat flour, fine middlings, bbls 4,586 

Wheat flour, middlings. 4,487 

Wheat flour, ship stufi; 4,763 

Rye flour 9,993 

Indian Meal 20,549 

Indian Meal, hhds. 4,857 



privileges and measure of protection as if th^* had sailed vrith 
registers, if such voyages are completed, or until they are 
completed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That all the provisions 
of the first section of the act entitled '* An act supplementaiy 
to the act concerning consuls and vice consuls, and for the 
further protection of American seamen,** passed on the 2Sth 
day of February, Anno Domini eighteen hundred andthree» 
shall hereaAer apply and be in full force as to vessels enrolled 
and licensed for the fisheries; and all vessels which have been 
engaged in the whale fishery in the same manner and to the 
same extent as the same is now in force and appliea to ve^ 



Amonnt of fees for inspecting, (11,123 27 sels bound on a foreign voyage. 



1,(78 bbls. flour weighed, average 6 lbs. lights 
2^79 bbls. Flour weighed, and false tared,. . . 



Gtom 



94 68 
297 48 



amount fees, $11^15 

EXPENSES. 

Deputies and clerks $5,434 It 

Labourers, 1,501 26 

Plugs, tools, dkc, 1,080 85 

Charcoal 149 17 

Stationery, 27 20 

Rent of three offices, 197 01 

Printing and advertising 20 68 

Law suits and contingencies, 128 58 



43 



8,688 80 



Nett, ^,976 63 

He fees for inspecting, are one cent each for barrels and 
ludf barrels, and three cents each for hhds. 

DOMESTIC SPIRTra 

Amnial report of John Cooper, Inapector General of Do- 
mestic Distilled Spirits for the city of New Tork. 

The undersigned, inspector-general of domestic distilled 
■pirita for the city and county of Now York, respectfully re- 
perta the following as the quantity inspected by him horn 
the flnt of Jannaiy, 1839, to the first of January , 1840. 

Inspected, 30,631 bbls. at 7 cents, $2,144 17 

Impeeted, 4,407 hhds. at 9 eents, 396 63 

Ploved, 6,678 casks, at 4 cents, 232 12 

FseenceiTed for goaging empty caaks, 1,610 73 



Sec 3. And be it further enacted. That all furfeiluies, 
fees, duties and charges of every description required of the 
crews of such vessels, or assessed upon the vessels or car- 
goes, being the produce of such fishery, because of a sup- 
posed insufficiency of a register to exempt them from such 
claims, are hereby remitted ; and all bonds given for such 
cause are hereby cancelled, and the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ly is hereby required to refund all such moneys as have been, 
or which may be paid into the Treasury, to the rightful 
claimants, out of the revenues in his hands. 

Approved, April 4th, 1640. 



40,616 casks, |4,374 66 

General feea, 25 per cent on $4,374 65 1,093 66 

116 00 



LAWS OF NEW YORK. 

An ACT in respect to insurances for Eves for the benefit of 
mamed women ; passed April 1, 1840. 

The people of the State of JVew Torh, repreeented in 
Senate and jfatembfy^ do enact atfoUvtot : 

Sec. 1 It shall be lawful for any married woman, by her- 
self, and in her name, or in the name of any third pemm, 
wiUi his assent, as her trustee, to cause to be insured, for her 
sole use, the life of her husband for any definite period, or 
for the term of his natural life ; and in case of her surviving 
her husband, the sum or nett amount of the insurance be- 
coming due and payable, by the terms of the insurance, shall 
be payable to her, to and for her own use, free from the claima 
of tne representatives of her husband, or of any of his aedi- 
itors ; but such exemption shall not apply where the amount 
of premium annually paid shall exceed three hundred doQari. 

Sec 2. In case of the death of the wife; before the de- 
cease of her husband, the amount of the insunnce may be 
made payable after her death to her children for their use» 
and to their guardian, if under age. 



Nett emmint of fees, $ 978 66 



Avenge price of domestie aplriti the past year, 86 cents 
pMrgaOon. 

The quantity inspected in 1838, was as follows c 

Benels, 32,286 

Hogsheads, 14,972 

IVoved, 370 

Total, casks 47,628 



Average price during the year, S8 cents. 
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The annexed eommnnication from the American Consul 
in Jamaica has been received by Mr. Coddington, Post Mas- 
ter of this city. 

*^mencan Conwutate,") 
Kingston, Jsm., 21st March, 1840. 5 
Sir — I do myself the honor to acquaint you for the in- 
formation of our fellow citizens having occasion to corres- 
pond with peraons in this Colony, that there has been a 
new regulation of the Post Oflke establishment here, and 
that lettore by merchant veKsels, new pay the same postage 
as those by the regular packets, say eightpence •terfing.-^ 
This will be a serious inconvenience to our merehaiits, 
as well as the oflScen of our squadron in the Pacific, whose 
friends have heretofore been in the habit of writing to them 
via thia place. Respectfully, I hare the honor to be, Sir, 
yourobt,servt. 

Rear. Mosnox HASviae*. 
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REPORT ON THE BOUNDARY LINE. 
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An Inp^rtaMl Report, 

OJ th^ Committee of Foreign Belationo on the Botmdary 
Quettion, — ^The Committee on Foreign Relations* to which 
WM refened the eerenl mefliageB of the Preiident of the 
United Statee, communicating to CongresSi at iti present 
aeerion, certain official correspondence in relation to the ques- 
tion of the teiritorj in dispute with Great Britain on our 
Northeastern frontier; and also certain resolutions of the 
Legislature of Maine on the same subject, 

REPORT : 

That they hate had the same under consideration, and now 
deem it expedient to communicate to the Senate their views 
for not making, at the present moment, a general report upon 
the whole sobjecL Thej feel that they will best perform this 
duty, by placing clearly and .distinctly before the Senate 
the existing state and condition of the pending negotiation 
between the two Goyemments. 

The President of the United States, in his annual message 
of December last, informed Congress that, ** for the settle- 
ment of onr Northeastern boundary, the proposition promised 
by Great Britain for a commission of exploration and survey, 
has been received, and a counter project, including also a 
provision for the certaio and final adjustment of the limits 
in dispute, b now before the British Government for its con- 
sideration.'' The President has not thought it advisable to 
communicate this counter project to Congress; yet we have 
his assurance, on which the most confident reliance may be 
placed, that it is of sach a character as will, should it be 
aeoepted, finally settle the question. This proposition was 
officially communicated to that Government during the last 
summer. 

Mr. Fox, the British Minister, in his note of the 24th of 
January last,- doubtless with a perfect knowledge of the na- 
ture of the project which had been submitted by the Ameri- 
can Government to that of Great Britain, assures Mr. For- 
Sth, " that he not only preMrves the hope, but he entertains 
e firm belief, that if the duty of negotiating the boundary 
question be left in the hands of the two National Govern- 
menti, to whom alone of right it belongs, the difficulty of 
conducting the negotiation to an amicable issue, will not be 
found so great as has been by many persons apprehended.'' 
And in his subsequent note of March 13, 1840, he states 
that he has been instructed to declare, '* that her Majesty's 
Government are only waiting for the detailed report of the 
British Commissioners recently employed to survey the dis- 
puted territory, which report, it was believed, would be com- 
pleted and delivered to her Majesty's Government by the end 
of the present month, (March) in order to transmit to the 
Government of the United States a reply to their last 
proposal upon the subject of the boundary negotiation." 
Thus we may reasonably expect that this reply will be re- 
ceived by the President during the present month, (of April) 
or early in May. 

Whilst such is the condition of the principal negotiation 
the committee have deemed it expedient, at tiiis time, to re- 
port upon the subordinate though important question in rela- 
taoD to the temporary oeeupation of Uie disputed tenitory. — 
They trust that the answer of the British Government may 
be of sneh a obaiMter as to render a report upon this latter 
•object unnecessary. In any event, they have eveiy reason 
to believe that the state of aispense will be but of brief du- 
ntion. 

The oommitlse, ever since this embarrassing and exciting 
question has been first presented for their consideration 
have been anxious that the Government of the United States 
ghonld constantly preserve itMlf in the right ; and hitherto 
the desbe has been niUy accomplished. The territorial rights 
of Maine have been uniformly asserted, and a firm determi- 
nation to maintain them has been invariably evinced ; though 
this has been done in an amicable spirit So fer as the com- 
inaltooeaBeaMMiaaaDy induoDoeover the solject, they are 
foaolved, that if war should be the result, which they confi* 
doDtly hope may not be the case, this war shall be rendered 
iaontable, by the conduct of the British Government — ^They 
have believed tfaia to be the eoNat moda of uniting every 



Ameriean heart and eveiy American am in datece of tho 

just rights of the country. 

It is but justice to remark, thst the Executiv^branch of 
the Government has, from the beginning, been uniformly 
guided by the same spirit, and has thus far pursued a firm, 
consistent, and prudent course, throughout the whole nego- 
tiation with Great Britaiiu 

Whilst the committee can perceive no adequste cause, at 
the present moment, for anticipating hostilities between the 
two countries, they would not be understood as expressing 
the opinion that the country should not be prepared to meet 
any emergency. The question of peace or war may, in a 
great degree, depend upon the answer of the British Govern- 
ment, now speedily expected. 

JV*. Eaatem Boundary. — ^In the British House of Com- 
mons, March 9th, Lord John Rusaell in the course of some 
remarka upon the estimates and the army, said — 

** The whole difficulty with respect to the boundary quae- 
tion in America was the failure of his noble friend and the 
Government to make a reply to the ultimatum sent from the 
United States. His noble friend, in the course of Isst year, 
had transmitted a project for the purpose of finally settlingthis 
question with the American Government After the lapse of 
a considerable period, the American Government sent back a 
different one, odled a counter-project, with various provisioiie 
of their own. At the same time that these provisions reach- 
ed this country there at the same time arrived gentlemen 
who had been ordered to make a survey of the part of the 
country in which the disputed boundary existed. These 
gentlemen were now employed in making a report of theit 
survey, and as soon ss their report was received, an answer 
would be given to this counter-project of the American Gov- 
ernment 'J his was the state of things at present, which 
would show Hon. gentlemen that there was not the want of 
any attention is making an answer to die ultimatum^ as tlie 
Hon. member called it, of the American Government — 
There was another question— namely of claims made by citi- 
zens of the State of Maine to part* stated to belong to thia 
country, which had led to proceedings between the Lieuten- 
ant Governor of New Brunswick, and the authorities of 
Maine. That had led to some correspondence which had 
appeared, and it had led to the necessity of protecting the 
road and the shores by which our troops moved from New 
Brunswick to Canada, and which it was necessary to pro- 
vide against as gangs of penons roved about on parts held 
not to belong to either party. He would not go now into 
the general statement which his right Hon. friend the Secre* 
tary of War would presently make, and he thought that (Mr. 
Macaulay) would show that they were not liable to be 
charged with asking fbr too great an estimate if they were 
to retain the means which were necessary for preservmg this 
great empire in its state of safety, and at the same time of 
resisting aggressions, from whatever part they might come. 

Important Deciiion. — A decision was given in a case 
before Judge Stroud of the District Court, which is of con- 
siderable interest to livery stable keepers and other persons 
who transact business on the Sabbath. The suit waa 
brought by Wm. S. Berrill against several young men to re- 
cover damagea for the loss of one horse and aevere Injury 
done to another, eauacd by their having been driven to 
exceas by the defendants on a party of pleasure some months 
since, on Sunday. The judge ordered a non-suit to be en* 
tered on the ground that a contract made either on Sunday 
or any other day for the performance of work on the Sab* 
bath was not legal, and therefore the plaintiff could not 
make out his case.— PAtVa^to. Ledger. 

Commerce of Jimoterdam, — ^The foDowiiig is the nonber 
of vessels that have arrived at this port during the laat eighl 
years: 

Tear. Vesaela. 
18SS 2,S46 



1833. 
1884. 
1886. 



.8,874 

.9,168 

1,866 



Year. 

1836 1,684 

1637 1,836 

1888 2.874 

1838 3»374 



1 



372 
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Complef l««i off tlic PteBMtyl¥ttBI» 
aad Ohio Canal. 

An ermi of greater apparent consequence to ilie North- 
has not transpired since the last ^var, than the conneX' 
ion of Pittsburg and Cleveland by a navigable caoal, 
announced by the passage of a boat over tho Ravenna 
mimmit on the 3d insL 

The Pennsylvania and Ohio canal is the work of an in- 
corporated company acting under a joint charter from the 
States of Pennsylvania snd Ohio, obtained in the winter of 
1827. It was undertaken by tho capitalists of Philadelphia, 
and unlike almost every other work of a company for inter- 
nal improvement, has been prosecuted to a completion- — 
The work progressed with the funds of the stockholders 
only, tilt the passage of the now called 'plunder act' hj the 
Ohio Legislature, when it became entitled to about ^400, 
000 under that law. 

We have not the statistics of this canal before us, and 
cannot therefore give its history in detail. It leaves the 
Ohio river at the mouth of Big Beaver in Pennsylvania 
and extends up the valley of that stream to New Castle.^ 
Here it bends westward, ascending the Mahoning to Warren 
and Ravenna, 501 feet above Lake Erie. Thence descend- 
ing the valley of the Breakneck and the Cuyhoga, it 
enters the Ohio Canal at Akron, 39 miles from Cleveland. 

Its length is about 100 miles, total of lockage something 
less than 603 feet 

From Beaver to Pittsburg, 30 miles, the boats will be 
towed by steam, and may proceed by the Pennsylvania 
canal to Johnstown, at tho foot of the Portage Railroad. 

It is impossible to foresee the course of trade in this 
changing and advancing country. But it is difficult to disco- 
Ter any cause sufficient to divert the spring and fall trade 
of Detroit and the Upper Lake country from this channel, 
when the tolls of the Pennsylvania canal shall be fixed at 
a reasonable rate. 

That canal has been open nearly a month at this dati^ 
and the Lake from this place to Detroit has been navigable 
five weeks. A boat left here yesterday to make another 
attempt to force its way through the ioe to Buffalo; by no 
means certain of reaching that port The Ohio canal from 
Akron, and the Pennsylvania and Ohio canal may be put 
in operation soon after the Pennsylvania canal opens. The 
Upper Lakes are always clear of ice when the western half 
of U^e Erie is in navigable order. As a general rule, the 
communication from Philadelphia, or from New York 
through Philadelphia, will be available three weeks earlier 
in the spring than the Erie canal and the eastern half of 
LakeEne. 

When the Wabash and Erie canal and the Miami ex- 
tennon are completed, there will be in addition to the Lake 
shore country of the north, a large in^jerior region in Ohio, 
Indiana, and Michigan accessible to eastern goods before 
the harbour of Buffalo is open. It is probable that western 
emigration will take the. Pennsylvania route in the spring, 
in preference to the slow and uncertain one by the Erie 
canaL The distance from Cleveland to New York by the 
•outhem line is somewhat less than by the northern, yet 
the tnmamit may be less rapid. 

Pathapa no man took a deeper intereat in thia canal, 
kbonrsd harder to advance it, or aooomplished more to* 
wai4a that object than the late and greally lamanted Abu in 
LacecK, of Heaver President of the company. 

Next to him we may safely plaee the Seerotaty of the. 
Beerdof Directors, LxicieTBm Kim«, Esq., of Trumbull 
eoQn^. By his personal efforts and financial talents, funds 
have been regularly raiaed» end the work haa been enabled 
to go steadily onward amid the genera! suspension of like 
p i ui e els , and throogh every embeirassment of the tinwe, to 
ft tmittphent result 

To the Stockholders who have thus persevered to the 
end, will be awaided the feculty of unflinching eateipriM 
hy all, and the northwest will remember their exeitions, 
tbtf r determination} and their sacrifices, with gratitude. — 
llie expenae of this cenal cannot be less than $1,300,000, 
tad it is dottbclees the cheapest work of the seme strength 



and durabiKty in the United 6talc& We imderrtBiid diat 
a formal celebration of the union between Lake Erie mad 
the Susquehannah will be held at Akron during the spring, 
when the governors of Ohio and Pennsylvania may be ex- 
pected, also their rsispcctive canal Boards Engineers and 
other officers. 

We gave notice on the 7th inst of the completioa of thia 
important work, and the passage of the first boat the M<>- 
hawk of Beaver, over the summit We ha:ve since been 
informed that a line of boats is about being established by 
Messrs. Clarke dt Co.' of Beaver, and others, to run reg- 
ularly via this canal between Cleveland and Pittsbuig, in 
connexion with a daily line of canal boats and railroad can 
to Philadelphia and Baltimore, of which Messrs. Wm. A* 
Otis 6t Co. will act as agents in this city. The boats to be 
run in this line are light draii Pennsylvania Packet and 
Freight boats, fitted up so as to accommodate forty or fifiu 
passengers in a gcfiteel and comfortable manner, and cany 
a few tons of freight, and are to be towed by teams ststion* 
ed on the line. The proprietors will also be provided with 
a sufficient number of freight boats for the transpoitslden of 
property in that direction. — Cleveland ifcraliL 



Philadelphia. 

INSPECTION OF FLOUR AND MEAL. 

We have been fhvorod by Mr. J. F, Smith, the Flour In* 
spector for this port, witfi a statement showing the amoooel 
of Flour and Meal, inspected in this city during the quaitar 
ending 31st March, 1840, indusive — to which we have 
added a table showing the Inspection during the cone^ond- 
ing period in 1838 and 1839. — Commercial List, 

Wheat Flours-Superfine bbb. 159,873 

•• Fine 7,504 

* Condemned...... 1,057 

" Middlings 1,1 



Total Wheat Flour 163,338 

Rye Flour bbls. . . . 13,200 

Condemned 133 



u 



Total Rye Flour 1.1,332 



Com Meal bUs.... 9,008 

Condemned 480 



4( 



Total bbb 9,548 

do hfads.... 1,940 

Hecapitulation. 

Wheat Flour bbla..... 163,337 

Rye do 13,332 

Com Meal 9,548 

•* hhda...., 1,940 

Flour coming firom phoea where then is an Inspeotkn, ae 
noteubjecitora^aspeeteiiathiimadiet The ChmIs being 
out of order has k^ bach considenble supplies of floor dui^ 



Table ehena/ing the eemparative Jrupectiene of Flew atid 
Meal, dmrinf the fret ^arier ef 1888, 1889 anti 1840. 

 _ - 



Wheat Flour. 

Rye do . . 

Com Meal. • , 

do 



..bbls. 
.. do. 

,. do. 
hhda. 



1840. 



163,ao8 

13,332 

9,548 

1,940 



1839. 



88,796 

6»941 

3,306 

967 



1838. 



37,616 
7,606 
7,641 
1,6131 
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HetMive of caovomor IfTlcUlflfe, of Ky. 

Gmttemeii of the Senate 

and Hoaae of Kepresentatives : 

It baa become my duty to meel you on the present ooca- 
aioo, aa Chief Magiatnite of Kentucky, in consequence of 
one of ihooe afflicting visitations of Providence from which 
none, however exalted or however virtuous, are exempted. 
The decease of Governor Clark since the close of the last 
aession of the General Assembly, is an event alike deplored 
by his family and the State. The one has been deprived of 
tta honoured head, the other of an able and an accomplished 
atatesman. The death of such a man at any time, may well 
be counted a loss to the Commonwealth ; but when we re- 
flect, that he had been selected by his fellow* citizens to dis> 
charge the high and responsible duties of Governor of the 
Commonweahh at an interesting period of her history, I am 
ame all will unite with me in the expression of an unfeigned 
regret for his death. 

Firumcea, Currency and Banka, 

I am unalile, on the present occasion, fellow-citizens, to 
greet your meeting with the accustomed congratulations for 
the prosperous and happy condition of our Commonwealth. 
While we have abundant cause of thanks to God for His care 
and His blessings of health to us, we sre called to witness 
with deep regret an embarrassment of the fiscal concerns of 
oar State, threatened with an almndonment of our public 
works, to experience a derangement of the commercial and 
monetary concerns of the whole community, which is calcu- 
lated to prostrate the enterprise and paralyze the industry of 
our fellow-dtizens. Evils of such a magnitude cannot arise 
ftom inoonsiderBble and accidental causes. In part they 
nay be traced to that adventurous spirit of speculation and 
trade which characterizea our population, always in danger 
of running into excesses when stimulated and encouraged 
by a facility of acquiring, temporarily, the means to give it 
action. 

May we not certainly find abundant cause for the present 
deplorable condition of the ciurency of the Union, in the 
fiiilurs on the part of the General Government to perform its 
high duty of furnishing to commerce and trade a sound cir- 
eulating medium. In the Congress of the Unitad States, for 
wise purposea, baa been vested the power to regulate the cur- 
rency. The experience of the commercial world has demon- 
atraled that the use of a mixed currency of uniform value, 
properly regulated by law. is the most convenient and pro- 
fitable to trade. Daring those perioda of our own history, 
when we had such a currency fumislied and protected 1^ 
the only power in our Government eompetent to furnish and 
mi the saine time to protect it, this assumption was verified 
by an experience of forty years of National and State pros* 
parity. Daring the timea referred to, when the General Go- 
vernment exercised, without passion, that power over the 
aabject which appropriately belongs to the Congress of the 
Unimi States^ we had a currency that challenged the admi* 
cation of the civilized world. The commerce of the countiy 
was not ao frequently or so deitruolively visited by thoat r^ 
Yulsioos to which trade is ever more or less subjected. The 
prieea of labour and the productiona of indusliy wne aleady 
9mA UbcraL The bankinff inrtltntiena of the 8tat« moved 
within their qipropriate apheree, furniabing a safe md eeo- 
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venient domestic circulating medium. If tempted by avariccr 
at any time to exceed the legitimate rules of sound and faif 
banking, they wen> instantly checked by the fiscal operatione 
of the General Government through an efficient and legiti-' 
mate agent, acting constantly, equally, and uniformly, upon 
the whole community. 

In the midst of the greatest prosperity, it pleased the ad' 
ministmtors of the Federal power, for vaiioos moiivea, tcr 
wage war upon the existing state of things, not then avowing 
their purpose (if such entered into the motives of their ao* 
tion,) to bring the commerce and enterprise of the countiy 
to a specie standard, and to declare all other circulatiun atf 
contraband. The public were told, and a majority confided^ 
that the States, through the agency of Stite Banks, couki 
furnish a currency as good, if not better, certainly safer and 
perform all the exchanges upon as reasonable terms as they 
had been furnished by the National Bank. That war hae 
been successful. The States have essayed, by the agency ^ 
local banks, to perform the duties of fiscal agents to the 
General Government; to furnish a ciiculating medium Xa 
trade, and do the exchanges oS commerce. All unite now 
in the same opinion, that the experiment has been fairly 
made and has totally failed. And those who were the firsf 
to originate the scheme were the first to abandon it, and ar<r 
now loudest in its condeomation. Shall we again be tempts 
ed to try another new and untried experiment, or shall wsr 
return to the safe precedents set us by Washington, and pur* 
sued by bis compatriots, Madison and Monroe I 

Kentucky, as a State, was found defending the prindplee 
of the administrations of those men upon the subject of cur' 
rency ; she was overcome and has been seduced to follow the 
example of other Statea in the establishment of State Banks, 
in which ahe not only vested her capital, but upon the aound 
administration of their concerns she has staked her character 
as a State, and the prosperity of her people. 

In conunon with the other Statea of the Union, her Banka 
have again auspended the payment of specie for their notei. 
Her citizens are labouring under a severe pecuniary pressure. 
So far as it relates to the management of the concerns of our 
own banks, a careful examination of the general condition of 
their affairs, a strict scrutiny into their liabilities and their 
means, enable me to say that wisdom and prudence and an 
ardent desire to continue the payment of apede have marked 
the whole course of the Directory. Indeed, their efforts to 
discharge their liabiliiira have been the cause of much indi- 
vidual emharraesment, and a general complaint ihrooghout 
the State of the scarcity of money. 

No better evidence upon the aubject need be requirfd, than 
a atatement of the amount of specie paid at the counter of 
the banka within the last twelve months, end the nduced 
amount of the Uabilitiea of the banka to the country since 
the first suspension. Soch baa been the universal derange- 
ment of the monetary concerns ol the United Statee, arising 
from a variety of causae, no inconsiderBble one of which ia 
the utter inability of the State Banks to perform the businesa 
of foreign or domestic exchange, that specie found no resting 
or abiding place. It became an article of barter or trade, and 
waa shipped and transported from point to point, to furnish 
a fund upon which the brokerage of the country feasted and 
fettened at the iipenie of feir commerce and indoatriona 
labour. ^ 

In Older to aHiafy niy own mfatd apon the sabieet, and to 
linnish the rapresentativea of the people witfi evidenee upon 
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which they coald rely in any effort which mey be made to 
accoant for the evils which surround ub, and apply any 
remedy which their wisdom might mg^i^est, within their con- 
stitutional powers, I aildressed an official communication to 
the Presidents of each of the Banks, upon heing informed 
of the suspension of specie payments, requesting to be fur- 
nished with a sUitement of their condition — copies of which 
reports are herewith sent. I have also ascertained that not 
less than two niillions of dollars of specie have been with- 
drawn from the banks, and at leai>t one million six hundred 
thousand dollars have been exported from the State within 
the last twelve or fifteen months. The demand for specie 
for exportation continued to increase ; the Eastern Banks, 
and the Banks of the States upon our borders, with whom 
the commercial relations of Kentucky were most intimately 
connected, having suspended, there was left to the Kentucky 
Banks (though abundantly able to have weathered the storm, 
by continuing their heavy demands upon their creditors,) no' 
choice but to suspend. Tt is a matter of congratulation to 
be able to say to you, that my confidence in the ability of 
our banks to meet all their liabilities is firm, and remains un- 
shaken by any developments made since their suspension ; 
and I am persuaded an anxious desire is felt by the managers 
of these institutions to resume the payment of specie, so soon 
as the condition of the country shall authorize it. 

This suspension, which it is hoped is only temporary, will 
enable the banks, in some degree, to relieve the country from 
that pressure everywhere felt and acknowledged, and by a 
prudent management of their means, and a devotion of them 
to the supply of eastern exchange, will afford such a demand 
for their notes as will prevent a sudden and ruinous depreci- 
ation in the only circulating medium of the State. It then 
becomes your duty, gentlemen, as the representatives of the 
people of Kentucky, to determine what legislation is neces- 
sary at this time to relieve the banks from the penalties and 
liabilities which they voluntarily assumed — not so much for 
their own advantage as the protection of the interests and 
commerce of our State. In whatever may be decided by you 
as best to be done, (constKtent, I know it must be, with a sound 
public policy and promotion of the interest of the Common- 
wealth,) I shall with pleasure, render you a cheerful co- 
operation. 

Financial condition of the Commonwealth. 

I am unable, gentlemen, to present you with a flattering 
account of the financial condition of the Commonwealth. 
By reference to the books of the Auditor and Treasurer for 
ten years past, it will be seen that the ordinary expenses of 
the StatQ have greatly exceeded the amount of the revend^ 
collected. To moke up this deficit, the Treasurer has been 
compelled to overdraw upon the bank from year to year. 
The amount paid at the Treasury during the fiscal year end- 
ing on the 1 0th October last, over and above the amount of 
revenue paid, is forty-two thousand two hundred and twenty- 
four dollars sixty -one cents. The ordinary charges upon the 
Treasury for the ensuing year, without including any de- 
mands which may be created by legislative appropriations 
during the present session, arc estimated by the Second Au- 
ditor at two hundred and sixty-nine thousand six hundred 
and eighty-one dollars and seventy-three cents. The receipts 
for the same period, upon the present basis of taxation, will 
he unequal to pay this amount and liquidate the balance now 
due by the Treasury to the Bank of Kentucky. A state- 
ment of the fact is all that is necessary to induce the repre- 
sentatives of the people to assume the responsibility of pro- 
viding a revenue adequate to the reasonable demands upon 
the Treasury. It is a humiliating condition for a proud 
Commonwealth to witness her fiscal officer appealing to the 
indulgence of a Cashier of a Bank for permission to over- 
draw, in order to pay the demands made upon the Treasury 
by authority of law. A people as patriotic as the people of 
Kentucky — possessing the abundant resources which they 
do, and which are within the reach of industry and enter- 
prise, paying inBnitaly less amount of taxation upon the ag- 
gregate wealth of the State than \b paid in any other State 
in the Union — so far from censuring their representatives, 
demand of them to exert the powers with which they have 



been invested to make their Government independent ia «U 
its functions, but espedally to establish t State mvesoe that 
shall be equal to the annual wants of the CommonwetML 

Your system of revenue, to be just shuuld be eqoaL II 
never should exact iiom the community more than b wanted 
for public uses. A superabundance idioukl be avoided for 
the same motives that a statesman would guard agatiut a 
deficit for the necessary porposes of &9^ govemiBenL 

Taxct. 

Will it be contended by any that oar taxes of ten eeots 
upon one hundred dollars are hii^ when we know that our 
fellow-citizens of Ohio are paying without a murmur, fifty 
cents for every one hundred dollars of taxable propefty. and 
that those of Indiana are paying thirty cents 1 There are 
various sources of weahh, and many objects of Inxwy, lo 
say nothing of vice, which invite the Legislature to impose 
upon them a portion of the burthen of the Commonwealth. 
Our fellow-citizens desire a stable, safe and equal Govern- 
ment, honestly administered in all of its departments, and 
they are willing to incur the expenses necessary to maintain 
such an one. I will not, therefore, permit myself to doubt 
the course which you will pursue upon this subject 

Revenue Syotem, 

Your revenue system, as it now exists, if ISo increase 'm 
the opinion of the Legislature, should at this time be made, 
requires amendments and revision, in order to insure its 
equality and prompt payment into the Treasury. A radkal 
defect exists in the mode of the appointment of the aseeaion 
of tax, and their compensation. Complaints of unequal, if 
not unfair, valuations of property for taxation eveiywbers 
exist ! Persons wholly incompetent are often- selected by Iha 
county courts, for reasons other than their fitness for the 
station. The power vested in the county courts of in uiia e 
ing the compensation, when their judgment or discretioD is 
the sole guide, is often exercised more in reference to &voar- 
itism for the commisciioner than the extra public service lear 
dored. This may be illustrated by a comparison of the aiie, 
population, and amount of taxation in the counties of Soott 
and Shelby. The amount paid for taking in the list of tax- 
able property in the county of Scott, for 1839, is foiu- hun- 
dred and fifty dollars — the amount of revenue to be co l ls c t e d 
is six thousand seven hundred and twenty dollars sod fofty- 
nine cents ; amount paid for same in Shelby, is three bundled 
and seventy-five dollars — amount of revenue in same is ten 
thousand three hundred and twenty dollars and fifty cents. 
There must be something wrong in the system. The County 
Court of Scott most assuredly allowed too much, or that of 
Shelby has not allowed enough. 

It has occurred to me that if the office of assessor for each 
county was created by law, to be filled as other offices, with 
power to appoint his own assistants— more uniformity in die 
valuation of estates and less expense would be the result. 
Besides, it would relieve the County Courts of some of the 
duties and responsibilities imposed upon them by the Legis- 
lature, not altogether compatible with the original design in 
the establishment of that branch of the Judicial departiXMDt 
of the Government. 

Dutiet of tite Cotnmiononert and of the Clerke of the 

County Courtis 

There exists in the form of the Commissioners' books, at 
now prescribed, and in the law regulating the dutiea of the 
Commissionets and of the Clerks of the County Cooits^ a 
defect which can only be remedied by legislation. The recent 
discovery of a fraud practised upon the Commonwealth, for 
a series of years, by an alteration of the copy of the Com- 
missioners book, after it had been copied by the Clerk for the 
Auditor's office, and the numerous mistakes which have been 
committed in adjusting the amount due from Sheriflk^ which 
are daily developing themselves, have convinced ma that a 
strict investigation into the subject shonkl be made by the 
Representatives of the people, and the proper correcCive ap> 
plied. The annual reports of the Auditon and Treaeorar, 
which will be submitted to you in a lew days, wtfl fcuiiiih 
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yofo a more detailed and ntiH&ctoiy statement of the receipts 
and expenditures of the past year. 

The condition of the public offices, not only as to the 
manner in which the duties have been discharged, which I 
am ffure will meet your approbation, but particularly the 
buildings in which they are kept, invites your examination. 
The daily and hourly exposure of the public archives of the 
State, mduding the records of titles to land granted by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and Kentucky, to the imminent 
danger of destruction by fire, should elicit from the Legiislfr- 
tore some provision by law for their greater security. 

LexingUn and Ohi^ BaUroad Company, 

There is one item of expenditure during the past year 
which requires an explanation. Upon the i 1th day of March, 
1839, Gov. Clark received a communication from the Presi- 
dent of the Lexington and Ohio Railroad Company, inform- 
ing him that the company would be unable to pay the interest 
then falling due upon their loan for which the State stood 
pledged, and expressing an opinion that it was highly proba- 
ble ^ company would be unable to pay anything in future. 
Gov. Ckrk directed the amount to be paid out of the State 
Treasury, being of opinion that it was not a charge upon 
tiie Sinking Fund. Upon the 7th September I addressed 
the President of the company, and requested that he would 
take steps to reimburse the Treasury the amount advanced, 
and relieve the State, by the prompt payment of the future 
inatalmenta of interest, from any farther liability. His an- 
swer was, that the company were unable to pay. Influenced 
by the motive which actuated my predecessor — that of sav- 
ing the credit and preserving inviolate the faith of the State 
—I direded the payment of the fall instalment of interest. 
The whole amount paid by the State is about ^,000. Copies 
«f the corre sp ondence between the Executive and President 
of the company are sent yon with this communication, to- 
gether with the report of the President of the company, re- 
eently made, of the condition of the affidm of the company, 
^bat you may detennine not only upon the propriety of the 
oenne which neoeasity forced the Governor to adopt, but 
tiao opoo the expediency of at once proceeding, under the 
pievinons of the act authorizing the endorsement of this 
debt by the Stale, to sell the road and the eflecto of the com- 
pany, or ao much thereof as will pay the debt and interest, 
and release the Commonwealth from all further trouble and 
Kabili^ upon the subject. A atle has not been directed, be- 
cenaa I thought it waa doe to all concerned, and to the Legis- 
btnre partacolarlj, to await any action which they might 
take in the premtsea. 

Sale of the State Bond», 

His Excellency, Governor Clark, appointed Jas. M. Bul- 
lock, Esq. as agent of the state to m^ke sale of the state bonds 
authorized and directed by the law of the lai»t session. This 
gentleman visited New York early in the season to execute 
the trust confided to him. He prolonged his sUy until the 
month of October — ^using all the means consistent virith a 
proper respect for the character of the stMe, and a doe re- 
gard to the intereat of the Commonwealth, to eflect a sale 
upon the terms prescribed in the law under which he was 
appointed. No sale could be made upon terma which the 
atate ought to have accepted. It was thought wholly useless 
for him to have visited Europe upon this business, 'iliere 
baa been no demand for stete stodu the past seaison, either 
in the market of the United States or of E urope. The course 
pursued by the agent of the state, in declining a sale upon 
tfie terms oflered by some of the capitaliste and moneyed in- 
atitotions of New York, and particularly his timely expose 
in the New York journals of the real condition and amount 
of public debt owing by Kentucky, has met my entire ap- 
probation. Though he haa been unable to aerve the Com' 
monwealth by sale of the bonds. It must be highly gratifying 
to bim, and to you also, to know that he has been instrumen- 
tal in some degree in placing the credit of the stete in a 
position wdl understood and duly to be appreciated. A con- 
fidence not only in her ability, but in her integrity and dis- 
poaltion as a Commonwealth, to fulfil all her engagements, I 



has been created abroad, whidi I hope none will be found 
parricidal enough to destroy at home. 

Inteitial Impro%tement9, 

The failure to realize the amount contemplated by the act 
of last year to provide for the internal improvement of the 
state has been the cause of.much embarrassment to the board 
of public works. They have consequently been unable to 
execute fully the duties enjoined upon them by the acts of 
the last Legliilature. The public works under contract have 
not been advanced with that rapidity which was desired and 
anticipated by the General Assembly. With the aid afforded 
by the Banks of the state, under the provisions of the law 
authorizing the Board of Internal Improvement to borrow 
money, by and with tlie approbation of the Governor, they 
h&ve been enabled to continue steadily, though not rapidly, 
their operations upon the public works under contract at the 
close of the last se^jsion. It was just and wise in the board, 
in letting to contractors the new works, required by law pos- 
itively to be put under contract this year, to stipulate with 
tlie contractors tliat they were not to commence the work 
until notified by the board that they were in the possession 
of innds to meet their estimates. 

The stete is still in arrcar to contractors upon turnpike 
roads and upon the rivers. To enable the board to complete 
some of the most importent public works upon the Kentucky 
river by the meeting of the legislature, and to fulfil their en* 
gflgemente to public contractors for work done, an effort, was 
made to sell a portion of the stete bonds to the citizens of 
Kentucky, which has proved partially successful. The 
amount thus to be received and the amount borrowed of the 
Banks will, in some degree, relieve the contractors, and ena- 
ble the stete in part to comply with ite positive engagemcnte 
with them. 

It is with much satisfaction I am authorized to stete to 
you that three locks and dams upon the Kentucky river, be- 
tween Frankfort and the Ohio, are in such a state of for- 
wardness that the navigation will be opened in a very few 
days. A practical illustration of the utility and importence 
of the improvement of our rivers, b^ locks and dams, will 
then be presented to the representetives of the people, which 
will do more towards removing the objections urged against 
it, than all the argumente of ite most ardent and sanguine 
friends— nn exhibition which, by ite own influence, will oveF- 
come much of that henest prejudice which existe in the com- 
munity. It must be matter of deep regret to every true firiend 
of his country, if at thia crisis in the affairs of the Common- 
wealth, any one, preferring the success of a political party to 
the improvement of the physical and moral condition of hia 
own stete, should be found exerting his influence to increase 
and excite unjust prejudices in the public mind against a 

?'stem which is fraught with such rich blesangs to our state, 
he legislation of Kentucky* having for ite object tlie im- 
provement of our roads and rivers, owes ite origin to no par- 
tisan feeling in our councils. It was conceived in a apirit of 
patriotism, and has been sustained by a just pride to keep 
pace with our sister republics in the march of improvement, 
and in the race of stete prosperity. All parties have yielded 
to it an honourable and disinterested support, guided and 
influenced by a laudable ambition to place Kentucky where 
she deserves to stand, pre-eminent as a member of the con* 
federacy. Neither of the political parties which have un* 
fortunately divided the Commonwealth upon questions of 
national policy, has a right to claim the system as ite own, 
or to visit ite evil consequences, if any, upon ite antegoniat. 
It should be the pride, as it is (be duty of all good dtiaena at 
this time, to unite their exertions in the application of all the 
means and the resources of the Commonwealth to the com- 
pletion of the works which are under contract. The systeoi, 
thou|^ obnoxious to the charge of defects, promises good 
to the whole community, and if not abandoned by ite fnettdt, 
will, in the end, shed ite advantages and diflbse its blessinga 
thoughout our whole Commonwealth-*one which will de- 
velop the hidden resources of the stete, compel the moonteia 
and the valley to yield up their treasures to the i^iHij and 
enterprise of man that he may make them miniitar to Iw 
cOmfort and happiness, and increase the aggregate wealth 
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«iid power of hit itete. Who among u* will falter in inch I 
an enterprise 1 Though checked for a time in its onward 
march by embarrassment and difficulties, brought upon the 
ooaniry bj overtrading or bad legislation, its friends hare but 
to look steadily at the great objects they have in view to cheer 
them on to the final consummation of measures, which, in 
the end, will commend themselves to a grateful countiy. It 
ahoald be the policy of the friends of this system not now to 
engage in new objects or involve the state by new contracts 
for public works. When matters shall right themselves — when 
confidence shall again be restored, and the means can be at- 
tained, Kentucky owes it to herself to carry out the system, 
until each portion of the state shall be made to feel its advan- 
tages and with pleasure acknowledge the wisdom and revere 
the patriotism which spoke it into existence. Alarmists upon 
this subject, I am fully aware, exutt in the community. They 
have existed in every state during the progress of any great 
public work. The projector of the New York canal was 
pronounced mad by his countrymen for a season, and not 
antil the completion of that great undertaking was the wis- 
dom and forecast of her Clinton acknowledged by a grateful 
eountiy. Now, as then, the effective means employed to 
deter, is the immense debt created. Then, as now, the 
amount of the debt was magnified. 

PubHe Debt ofKfniucky, 

A statement of the public debt of Kentucky at this time 
with the means of payment, may not be deemed inappropri 
•to. The first debt created was two millions of dollars 
which was vested in bank stock. The stock is worth the 
debt, and will ultimately pay it The amount of debt created 
fir purposes of internal improvement, and for which the 
bonds of the state are at this time held by individuals, is one 
iniliion seven hundred and sixty-five thousand dollars. — 
Kentucky received of the United States one million four hun- 
dred and thirty-three thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven 
dollars end tbirty-nine cents. Eight hundred and fifty thou- 
«md dollars of this snm was vested in internal improvement 
bonds, and constitutes now the Common School Fund ; the 
temainder was vested in bank stock for the use of the state. 
If this be a debt, Kentucky owes it to herself, and it should 
not therefore be charged against her. It may then be stated 
•a above, that the whole amount of debt which she owes to 
individuals for bonds sold, is one million seven hundred and 
sixty-five thousand dollars. The Commonwealth now owns 
in bank stodc, exclusive of the two millions originally sub- 
•eribed, one million seventy thoussnd nine hundred dollars, 
which leaves a balance due by the state to be liquidated by 
the sinking fund, when it becomea due, of only six hundred 
«nd ninety-four thousand one hundnd dollars. This amount 
is exclusive of the sum borrowed of the state banks, which 
en the 10th of October did not exceed two'hundred and fifiy 
diouaand dollaia. Is this a debt of sufiScient magnitnde to 
tthrm the statesman and deter him from any further effort to 
kDprere the face of his countiy, to render Uie natural canals 
wlddi God and nature have created for us, subservient to 
if rioultore, manuftctures and commerce ? 

Internal Improvement. 

Thera baa been expended by the state upon all works of 
fntwwal Improvement, including appropriationa made fay the 
aiala of funds derived from the Bank or the Commonwealth, 
three millsona one hnodrad and eighty-two fb^nffmid and 
liNty4hree doUua. There are now completed and In use 
Ibor hundred and aizty-four miles of turnpike roads, under 
contract, and in a atate of fo iw aiJuea s tmee hundred and 
Ibrty-iitne miles more ; making in all eight hundred and tfair- 
tMA miles of loodL 

Upon Green river two lo^ and dama have been finhdied, 
Mid the third will be completed by the first of Janoaiy, 1840, 
nffonlbig one hundred and twenty-aiz miles of constant and 
mSt oarigalfon to the trade of that intareating portion of the 
atate. 

Upon the Kentucky river three toeka and dama are nearly 
completed, and will in a few di^a, give upon that river near 
ai^^r n>#i of aafis navigmtion ntm ita month. Other lodu 
and daiBt npon the tfarw riftrf lie in • ilile of coDHraetioD. 



Can it be aaid bv any one that the funds of the atate baTa 
been wasted and squandered ? If any shall doubt the pca^ 
ticability of the improvements, let him pause but a few daya, 
when he shall witness the operation of the works on the 
Kentucky, and all his doubts and difficulties will be removed. 
If be doubts the utility, I invite him to consult the inhabitanta 
of Green rivei, who have witnessed the safe navigation of 
that stream at a season when that of the Ohio was ofastiuctcd 
by shoals. 

Shall we, fellow-citizens, take counsel of our fears — ahan* 
don thoKC noble enterprises — sacrifice all that has been dona 
and expended, and degrade ourselves in the estimation of 
our sister states 1 Better coonseUi I h<^ will guide your 
deliberations on this interesting subject If all the turnpike 
roads under contract, and the whoUs improveaenta contem- 
plated upon the three rivers were completed, the additional 
sum required to be paid by the state is only five milliooB 
ftior hundred and seventy-four thousand two hundred and 
aeventy-nine doUara; add to this additional sum the bahmea 
of six hundred and ninety-four thousand one hundred do^ 
lars, which the state now owes over her means of preant 
payment, the whole debt would be six millions one hundred 
and aeventy-thousand three hundred and aeventyaino dol* 
iars. What is this sum to the resources and wealth of the 
State of Kentucky, whose taxable property ia now valued at 
two hundred and seventy-five millions ? This amount ex- 
pended, and what are the results 1 We shall then have 
completed and under travel, eight hundred and thinecn nilea 
of road, and eight hundred and fifty-three miles of dackw»^ 
ter navigation, suited to steamboats of 800 tona, penetrating 
our state from its Ohio border to its eaatera mountains in tfie 
three grand divisions of her territoiy. 

I forbear to apeak of the whole advantagea whieb wa have 
a right to anticipate from the completion and uae of thess 
works. When the improvements upon the Kentucky river 
shall reach the mineral regions, and the salt, the inm, and 
the coal, which there everywhere abound, ahall be disem- 
bowelled from the earth and enter into the eonanmptien of 
Kentucky, and take the place of those minerala nowimported 
from Virginia, Ohio and Pennsylvania, wa Aall feel and 
duly appreciate some of the advantagea to be derived from 
this expenditure of public money. At the head of this con- 
templated navigation is found the means of manufacturing 
salt soflScient for the consumption of five such states aa Ken* 
tucky, now locked up and adding but Kttle, if any thmg ta 
the wealth of the state. 

Does it comport with the principles of a sound poGdeal 
economy, that our citixens shall continue to pay tribute to 
other states, to whom we sell nothing for this essential arti- 
cle of consumption, when there is found within her own 
territoiy the means of supplying her own wanta, and of ren- 
dering tributary to her, other portions of the Unbn T Too, 
gentlemen, as the representatives of the people, and as guar^ 
dians of the public mterest, most assume the responsibili^r 
of now determining the future action of your state upon this 
Titally interesting subject. In that decision, I inroke, for 
our common countiy, the exercise of your best iudgmentib 
divested of all extraneous feeling or political passion. 

Condition and reaonrceo of the Sinking' Fund. 

To enable the Legislature to determine upon the mca- 
aures beat to be pursued at the present crisis, I have Aonght 
that a statement of the condition and resourcea of the Snkr 
ing Fund, in anticipation of the annual report of the Coo^ 
miasionera, might not be unacceptable. The amount on 
hand on the 13th December, 1838, was fifty-five tboosand 
and seventy-five dollare and forty-nine centa; amount re> 
ccived from December 13th, 1838 to November 13th 1839* 
two hundred and forty-nine thousand seven hundred and 
eight dollars and aixieen cents— total amount, three hun- 
dred and four thousand, aeven hundred and eighty-three 
dollars and sixty-five cei^ts: deduct amount expended dar^ 
ing same time, two hundred and fiAy-five thousand five 
hundred and eighty-eight dollanand eighty-five cents, which 
win leave, now on hand, forty-nine thousand one hundred 
and ninety-four dollan and eighty cents; to which add tha 
probabia amount to be reonved in the year 1840, two bun- 
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died and twenty-cme tbooMnd &yr9 hundred end nine doUaie, 
ind deilact amount to be expended in the same time, one 
boodrcd and forty-eeven thousand dollan, will leave on 
band, at the end of the enauing year, one hundred and 
twentj-tbiee thousand seven hundred and three dollars and 
eighty oents^ The importanoe of the further increaaing and 
itrengthening this fund was forcibly brought to the conaid- 
eration of the Ijegislature by my predecessor, to whose 
message upon tbis,as well as upon oiher subjects requiiing 
your attention, you are respectfully referred. 

Pr9ceod$ffni the Sale of ihe PuhHe Ijandt, 

In the pursuit of the means to meet the exigencies of the 
public service at this time, permit me to direct your attenton 
to the just claim which the Btatea have upon the Federal 
Government to the distribution of the nett annual proceeds 
arising from the sale of the public lands. The right of the 
States to this fund is recorded upon the statue books of the 
nation, and ia one which they shuold never surrender, as 
long as the right of petition and remonstrance ia recognised 
by the Constitution, or the voice of freemen is hc«rd to 
■peak through their repreaentatives in the National Legis- 
lature. 

IHdueaHonm 

^ The interesting subject of Education will engage your 
attention during the present session. I will not in this 
communication fatigue you with any arguments in favour of 
general education. At tbia enlightened day it is matter of 
astonishment if any man be found opposed to popular in- 
struction. A government like ours, founded upon public 
opinion, depending upon the virtue and intelligence of the 
people for its duration and just adaunistration, is bound by 
every consid<*ration uf duty and the principles of self-preser- 
vation to provide the means and prescribe the manner of 
public instruction, so as to render it convenient and acces- 
sible to the whole community. Kentucky lias resolved to 
make an effort in the cause of Common ^$chools. The 
outlines of the syatem, proposing to combine the meams of 
the Government with those of individual and voluntary tax- 
ation, are delineated in the law of 1838. A fund which 
now producea an annual income of fifty thousand four hun- 
dred and fifteen dollara, has been set apart for this laudable 
purpose. It would be sound policy in the Legislature to 
increase this fund and make it efficient in the cause of cd« 
ncation. There is no provision by the existing law for 
ascertaining the whole number of children within the 
State, of the age designated in the law for the establishment 
of Common Schools. The superintendent, whose official 
laboura have been incessant tlie past year, is of opinion that 
if the number of children had been reported to the Board of 
Educations several Common Schools, in various parts of 
the State, would now have been organized and in success- 
ful operation. His annual report to you will, more in detail, 
point out the legislation nccessaiy. 

There is one desideratum in the system, which, while it 
eondnuea, must render it difficult of general diffusion. 
There is no provbion fur the education and instruction of 
teachers for Common Schools. A capacity for teaching, 
though not wholly created by education, is certainly in- 
creased and made useful by instruction in the art of suc- 
cessfully communicating knowledge to children. Would it 
not be well to appropriate a portion of the annual income 
of the School Fund to the establishment of a Professorship 
in the State University, for the purpose of educating Com- 
mon School teachers? This would enable the State, 
through her Unxversity» to educate, annually, a su£5cient 
nomber of young men to supply the demand for teachers, 
M the qratem aball progress tn its organimtion and adop- 
tion by the people. 

Vnivernty of the State. 

I will not allow myaelf to entertain the opinion that the 
Legialatnra of Kentucky intends to abandon the University 
of the State. If there was nothing of character and Stale 
pride involved in the consideration of this subject— if it 
wem a mere matter of dollars and cents to bo calcniated, the 



inteieat of the Commonwealth and the prindplee of a joat 
economy would be consulted and promoted by providinf , 
Uie meana for educating within her own terriloiy, un« 
der her own supervision, the youth of the State. If the 
same amount expended in a single year by citiaens of Ken* 
tucky in the educatian of their sons in the Colleges and 
Universities of other States, were profitably investMl by the 
Legislature, it would place the University of the State in a 
condition to meet the demands of the community, end to 
command the attention and patronage of the Stalea and 
Territories in the whole valley of the MiiisissippL 

Shall Kentucky be the only State in the Unioii who can- 
not^boast of her State University 1 Will you continue longer 
the practice of aending our young men to be educated in ^e 
schools and colleges of other States, and have instilled into 
their minds principles at war with the domestic institntione 
of their own State — principlea opposed to those of the con* 
stitution and laws of the Commonwealth 1 If there are ob* 
jertions to the organic laws of the Univeisity, amend them 
— ^If objections exist as to its present location, change it; bat 
I ask you in the name of our common eountiy, in behalf of 
the cauae of acience and letters, that you make it^ in leali^* 
an institution worthy of the State which profesaca to claim 
it, and enable it to minister to the wants of the commnnitj 
in the promotion of the cauae of education. 

Science and Ar$ of Jigricvlture, 

Connected with this subject of general education is anofli* 
er which I commend to your (avourable consideration— the 
efforts now being made by the many societies in the State to 
improve the science and art of agriculture. Kentucky fia, 
and must ever be, an agricultural State. Her wealth ^a»d 
prosperity mainly depend upon the productions of her aoit 
and labour. A State society has been formed for the purpoee 
of combining and concentrating effort and talent in this great 
cause. These efforts I hope will meet your ft voureble con- 
sideration. When we reflect that much the largest portion 
of the State revenue is derived from the farming daaa of the 
community — is it not due to them that a portion of itahooM 
be expended in founding a system of agricultural instmctien, 
that will, while it elevates the intellectual and moral diane* 
ter, teach the practical farmer how to extract from the earth, 
with the least possible labour to himself and injury to the soil 
the greatest amount of product — how to develop the blent 
energies of his farm — ** to cause two bladea of grass to grow 
where one had grown before,** and by the combination of 
knowledge and skill with industry and labonr, increase the 
wealth and resources of the State? 

ReUuiene of the ciHxeneof Xentucky mui Okie* 

The difficulties and practices which threatened to dgilQifr 
the peaceful relations of the citizens of Kentucky and Ohio, 
rending upon the Ohio border of the two States, (difieroioes 
having their origin in that reckless spirit of fanaticism npoa 
the subject of slavery which has well prepared thooe nader 
its influence to light the torch of servile vrar) have, in a 
great measure, been obviated and suppressed by the timely 
and well conducted miasion of Meaars. Morefaead and Smith, 
under the resolution of the last Legislature. The satlefte- 
tory expose made by tbeae gentlemen to the Ohio Legisla- 
ture, of the grievances of which our cttiiens Jnstly com^aitt- 
ed, vesohed in the paaaage of a law whidi promiaes graafer 
security to the citizens of Kentudcy in the enjoyment of 
then* right of property in their slavea. The penal aanetlens 
of this law, if enihroed by the au&oritiea of Ohio, (and eve 
have recent proof, fay the conviction and punishment of lh» 
notorious Mahan, that her Jndkial tribnn^ w31 enfofoe dM 
execution of it,) are sufficient to deter those onprnicipled agi* 
taton from all attempta to violate the ecknowfedged lighle of 
the dtizena of Kentucky, and thereby endanger that feaee 
between the two States which it is the interest md doty of 
both to cultivate. The report of the CommiaMonera to A* 
Executive, and a copy of the law of Ohio leferred to, at* 
herewiA sent 

Circulating^ Medium — Hate of Intereet, 

A medium of fixed value, by whiob the price of labour ia 
to be ateertained and the exchanges of property amcAv^ 
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hM hmn ngtrded m eawiitial in tifmr eonunercial eomniii* 
ahr* In my opinion, • loanil political economy requiref that 
« drealatinf medtom should nerer be treated at a commodi- 
ty, and beimne the aubject of barter and aale ; be made to 
ruj in the value of iU use, aa the cupidity of the capitalist 
and money dealer ^nll dictate to the neeesaitiei of tne in- 
dvatrioua and entorpriting citizen. It forbids that what is 
dMigned to be a uniform test of property, should, like pro- 
perty, be regulated in its value by the laws of demand and 
•Dpply. Hence we find that, in every country where com- 
merce and trade are regarded as worthy the protection of law, 
where credit enters into the business tranaactions of the com- 
rounity, taws have been made to fix the rate of interest upon 
money, and prescribe the penalties against their violation. 

It is when revulsions in trade take place, when misfortune 
overtakes the honest and enterprising man in times like the 
present, the uaurer, who adds but little by his labour to the 
wealth or happiness of society, gluts his appetite and fills 
hia coflera at the expense, and not unfrequently upon the 
rain, of the laborious and industrious portion of the commu- 
nity, I, therefore, respeetftilly recommend to the General 
Aasembly the propriety of revising the laws against usury. — 
If the inteieat upon money, as now regulated by law, be too 
low, Incieaae it: but at whatever rate the Legislature has de- 
clared it shall be, let that be the standard, and prohibit by 
adequate penaltiea, ita evasion. The unfortunate victim of, 
ihb uaurer, aeldom has the moral courage to avail himself of 
the prosent provisions of the law made for his protection ; ' 
but if the excessive interest exacted was forfeited to the Com- ' 
monwealth, and an appropriate remedy prescribed by law, • 
public aantiment would sustain and enforce its execution. — 
Wa might then hope to see much of that public and individ- 
ual suflering, arising from the heavy exactions of the money- 
landar, disappear from the transactions of commerce. 

TA# Penitentiary, 

The Penitentiary ii managed by the preaent keeper, under 
iba existing laws, in a manner highly creditable to him and 
to the 8tate. His treatment of the convicts is as humane 
aa ia oonsistsnt with the objects designed by their confino- 
meot They are as well fed and clothed as the law which 
piascribea his duty upon this subject requires. The cells 
Mad at the preaent time are inaecure, and wholly unfited as 
plaoea either of punishment by solitary confinement, with a 
^iew to rafonnation, or as plaoea of rest firom daily labour. 

Under the provision of the act of the last session, the 
Commissioners of the Sinking Fund directed the building of 
two bundled and fifty new cells, which are now in progreas. 
In oonnoxloii with the new calk vnder a law of a previous 
datti to araet a building for an ofiSce and aUno-room. The 
aoparintendent has been directed ao to construct the oflSce, 
that tha second story thereof may be converted uito an aiae- 
aal, for the aafe keeping and pmervation of the public arms, 
Thta additional room will cause but little, if any, increased 
ttpeodituia. 

FnbUc Jrm9, 

Soma kotvwledge, derived from personal observation in va- 
lioua parta of the State, induced me to believe that a great 
paition of tha public arma, which have been distributed to 
militia companica under former and existing laws, has been 
kal or destroyed. A letter was addressed to the Quarter 
Maalar General, desiring information upon this and other 
aulgaota peitaining to the dutieaof his office. His report, in 
awwor lo this oonununicatioo, will give vou the information 
Moemaiy to enable the Legislature to adopt such measures 
atm^i in their judgment, remedy the evil which is found 
la aiiat AH neoaasary steps will be taken to obtain the 
amount due for the arma of the State, reprcaented hf the 
Qoailar MMtar General to have been delivered to the Lnited 
during the lata war, and which have never been le- 



Tha laport of the A^utant General gives all the informa- 
tion in the poamssion of the Executive, connected with the 
horincas as^gned him by law. The suggestions which he 
mdtaa are worthy of legidatlvocoiisidaratiQn. Thatnnsfor 
of lU 4nti« ttMT pwformad by the Secretary of Stale, con- 



nected with the militia service, to the Adjutant General's 
oflBce, would be qipropriate, and at the same time relieve 
that officer of a portion of his labours, which have of late 
become onerous and are constantly increasing. 

Mode ^ wmnwmng' petit juror; 

The laws prescribing the mode of summoning petit jurors 
have proved highly beneficial to the administration of justice^ 
and have commended themselves to public approbatloiL — 
They need amendment in some of their details. The deik 
should be required to report to the auditor, at the expintion 
of each term of his Court, an account of the settlement mads 
with the trustree of the jury fund ; and the trustee diould 
be required to pay over, under adequate penalties, any bal- 
ance which remains in his hands at the end of the term. — 
This would enable the auditor to keep his accounts regular, 
and to act as a check upon clerks and trustee. 

Miene and Sirangere. 

The demand for labour upon the public woi 
duccments presented by our climate and soil, and the 
of our government, have invited within our borders 
aliens and atrangers who have died within the state, 
kindred, who would have a ju^t claim upon their 
unknown — persons have administered upon them, and 
diem without the shadow of daim founded in justice or n 
other than that of being administrator or executor. I 
respectfully suggest the propriety of the passage of a law re- 
quiring, in these and all similar cases, that the admtnistnmr 
pav the money into the state treasury, to be kept for the Sm- 
tributees, upon proper application being made. 

Vacant Lande, 

There b one other subject to which I invite the 
of the Legislature before I close this communication, 
to the laws now in force authorizing the apprepriatk 
grant, of what is called the vacant lands within the 
weslth. It was the intention of the Legislature, and they 
declared it in the law when they authorized the a| 
of land by Kentucky warrants that land whidi had 
patented neretofore under the laws of Virginia and 
ahould not be subject to new appropriation. It has 
come a trade in some sections of the state to aj^proprisse d 
the lands which are found unoccupied by the owner i 
land. The titles thus acquired are aold to the 
citizen, who, ignorant of the fraud, settles upon the 
another, believing it his own. Numerous 
where the land of the widow, or the descendants of him* 
purchased and paid for it with his blood, freely slicd in 
defence of bis country, have been appropriated, under 
existing laws, at ten centi per acre. This system, if 
ued, wUI again involve our population and land titlca in 
contestation, and renew the evils which were entailed 
OS by the unwise and improvident land laws of V 
Does it comport with the high character for justice, 
Kentucky proudly aasnts, that she, knowingly, pawn 
citizens to appropriate, as vacant, the land wbidi haa 
patented for half a century, and which, in many ii 
perhapa, constitutes the only heritage of a descendant ai i 
ancestor of revolutionary memory t 

With an ardent desire that yonr legialative laboare 
under the blessings of Providence, tend to promote tifae 
piness and advance the interest of our beloved c o uuin .'l 
tender to you, gentlemen, my cheerful co-opentioB ai*Aa 
performance of \our pubGc duties. 
Respectfully, yours, 

CHARLES A. WICKLIFTE. 



Old Kettel.^The ship General /ocibton, whick 
cleared at this port for Liverpool, can be traced back 
1765, making her 75 yean old. She waa originally a 
tugueae ahip, built in the East Indies, of Teak wood: 
by the English, and captured last war by the True 
rankte, a private armed schooner, belonging to R. I. 
by J. D. Wolf, Esq. She still belongs to his tone. M 
wonderful still, her bottom plank was never caulked. 

^nv, Oe0rgiam 
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Tarlir, or duty od Crudo Saltpetre. 

We give below a copy of a circular from Mr. Barker, the 
comptruHer, to the Collecton of difierent ports in the Uni- 
ted tttatea. By this docament it will be perceived that he 
endeavors so to wrest the meaning of the Tariff of 1832, 
which declares Crude Saltpetre to be free, as to require a 
duty of twelve and a half per cent, ad valorem on that 
article. And this has actually been exacted during the last 
week. 



Circular to Collectors, ^aval Officere^ and Surveyore. 

TaSASURT DSFARTXCITT, "> 

Pint Comptroller's Office, March 21, 1840. > 



Sir: — ^The question as to the description of imported 
Saltperte, liable to, or exempt from duty t^ law, having been 
brought before this office from various quarters, a careful ex- 
amlnation of the subject has been instituted, with a view to 
its determination upon just and legal grounds. 

From information derived from intelligent officers of the 
customs, experienced merchants, scientific and practical 
chemists and manu&cturers, and the books treating on the 
subject^ confirmed by personal inspection and analysis, I am 
of opinion that the Saltpetre of commerce, such as is usually 
brought in bags from India, is not, in point of fact, crude, a 
portion of the earU)y substance in which it is found being 
removed by artificial process ; and that, on the other hand, it 
cannot be considered rt/ined, within the meaning and intent 
of the law, it still retaining a portion, greater or less, of im- 
purities, necessary to be removed before it be fit for the uses 
of refined Saltpetre, or be recognised as such, in the lan- 
guage of trade. The frequent and adverse representations 
and remonstrances of parties interetited in the article, either 
as importers or manu&cturers, having also led to a thorough 
reH)xaminatton of the laws, it b conceived that an erroneous 
opinion has heretofore generally prevailed as to their true 
bearing on the subject. 

By the act of 27th April, 1816, there was levied upon all 
kinds of Saltpetre an ad valorem duty of seven and a half 
per centum. 

The act of 2?d May, 1824, levies a duty of twelve and a 
half per centum ad valorem upon all articles not therein 
specified, and these pay a doty of seven and a half per Cent- 
ura under the act cited. 

The same act specifies refined Saltpetre as liable to a spe- 
cific duty of three cents per pound. 

The act of I4th July, 1832, specifies crude Sal^fietre as 
exempt from duty: 

It necessarily follows that the article now in view, being 
of an intermediate character, and neither crude nor refined 
in the true sense of the terms, is withheld in its general desig- 
nation from classifica t ion with either of the specified articles, 
and consequently remains by law liable to the duty of twelve 
and a half per centum ad valorem. 

To determine, therefore, the true character of Saltpetre 
for revenue purposes, it only remains for the public apprais- 
ers, who are by law constituted judges of the fact to ascer- 
tain whether the article in question contains or is freed from 
impurities, technically called refractions ; in order to which 
it is suggested that the nitrate of silver be used as a proper 
and sufficient test 

Respectfiilly, 
(Signed) J, N. Barkbv, Comptroller. 

It appetri from the above that the Comptroller admitB the 
Saltpetre in question not to be what b meant by the law as 
rofiked Saltpetie— but he thinks it b not Crude Saltpetre, 
and gives hb reason as follows : **Iam of opinion that the 
Saiipetre of commerce, euch a$ io uouaUy brought in bagt 
from Indiu, is not in point of fact Crude, a portion of the 
earthy eubotance in vhich it ie found, being removed by 
mUficiaiproceee,^ Now thb reasoning b evidently founded 
on a mbtafctn notion as to the original state or condition in 
whioh Ihbsubstanee is found. It impKes that Saltpetre b 
' aa a distinct body, an article of commerce, without 



any " artificial proceee^ Whereas it only exists thinly 
fused through portions of earth from which it b extracted by 
lixivbtion or leaching, and we believe, is never found in the 
richest Saltpetre earth in greater proportion than from five to 
ten parts in a hundred. 

Saltpetre b produced in Europe, and South America; but 
that imported into the United States, comes almost exclusively 
from India, where many tracts of land are strongly impreg- 
nated with it Artificial Nitre or Saltpetre beds are formed 
in some parts of Europe by mixing animal and vegetable re- 
mams with calcareous and other kinds of earth, which un- 
dergo a process of putrefaction After thb the earth b taken 
up and leached, and the water comes out thinly impregnated 
with Saltpetre and other salts contained in the lixiviated 
earth. l*his is evaporated by boiling, and a brownish, im- 
perfectly crystalizcd substance is obtained, consisting of Salt- 
petre, mixed with a portion of common sah, nitrate of lime, 
snd some other salts. Thb b Crude Saltpetre, and in its 
crudest state. 

These foreign salts are separated from the Saltpetre by fre* 
quent ciystalizations, or by wsshing slightly in water, which 
takes up the marine and other salts more easily dinsolved 
than the saltpetre, and leaves that This b called rf;Cat'fi|rt 
which consists in disengaging the saltpetre from other salta 
and foreign bodies with which it b combined, and not ia 
freeing it Irom ** the earthy eubotance in vhich it iefmtnd^ 
as the Comptroller seems to suppose, which b done if leach- 
ing as stated above. 

The process of obtsining Saltpetre in the difierent provinces 
of Indb b substantially the same. Portions of earth from 
one to two acres are selected, which have been frequented by 
cattle, and are found by a firosty efilorescence, on the top to be 
strongly impregnated with nitre. The surihce is scraped oC 
In a fow days the same frosty appearance b manifested, when 
the surface of the ground b again scraped off, and so on^ — 
i;hb earth is placed in a kind of tub about three feet in ^ 
ameter and a foot or two high with a hole in the bottom, and 
trodden down hard, then hot water b poured on, which db- 
solves and brings off the nitre and other salts. Thb bime 
Is boiled in smalljars or kettles, and then suffisred to cool, 
when a portion of the salts b found ciystalized. The liquid 
is again boiled and cooled, when a still further portion of the 
Saltpetre b obtained and so on about three times^ and the 
product b Saltpetre in its crudest state. 

The Comptroller b therefore mistaken as to the mearnng 
of the word crude Saltpetre, technically speaking, which 
must undergo a process of purification from its natural con- 
dition before it can be known aa a distinct body. For it b 
believed that Saltpetre earth is not Saltpetre and was never 
so called. But were thb not the fact, he b equally at fault, 
for the law must be interpreted to mean by crude Saltpetre 
what has been ueually meant by thb term in the language 
of commerce, and what has been Imported as such. And 
he surely will not pretend that Saltpetre earth has ever been 
imported as crude Saltpetre, or any article other than that 
commonly known as such. How then can it be pretended 
that the common crude saltpetre of commerce, known and 
recognised as s^^h for fifly years b neither crude nor re 
fined Saltpetre, for both of which the Tariff provides, but 
a nondescript article, not mentioned in the present taiifi^ 
but coming under the general head of things that could not 
be thought of or described, and therefore with them subject 
to a general ad valorem duty of 12 1-2 per cent 

One word as to r^necf Saltpetre, which b saljact toa sp^ 
cific duty of three cento a pound. It has alrndy beoi stated 
that the process of refining is performed by fiwqoent ciyfr 
taUzations. When the Saltpetre b diMolved in boiling water 
the foreign substances may be precipitated to the bottom 
and the fluid be drawn off from it with a syphon, whidi 
when crystalixed, will be much purer than, before. Whea 
thb process has been so often repeated as to tender the arti< 
cle fit for making gunpowder, it may fairly be considered refi" 
ned in the meaning of the law, and not before. For if the 
article be purified to any extent short ot thb, it must nnderw 
go further refining. Theexpeaaeof thbbnetoniya«^ 
cemage t/alioy, «r loss of weifbt hf the foreign mgrrdhmt 
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■Bp arate d Anm the pure nitre — ^bat die coit of the faelt the 
hbonr end the appentui need, as well as the waste of the 
good material in the process of refining. 

Aa the manufoctare of gunpowder, is the principal use for 
refined Saltpetre, it is believed that such, and such only as 
ia fit for th» use vitkout further purification can fairly 
flome wkhia the meaning of the law aa subject to duty in 
any manner.— ^Mlon Jkiily ^dvertieer and Patriot. 



TARIFF. 

CONSULAR CERTIFICATES.— NOTICE. 

Cuatom-Houae. Collector'a Office, 
New-York, AprU II, 1840. 

The undersigned has received the annexed Circular, which 
is published for the information of parties interested. 

J. Ho XT, Collector. 

Circular to CoUecUrt of the Cvttome, 

« Treasuiy Department, April 4, 1840. 

Rep r ese n tations have been made, from time to time, to the 
dep art ment by the United State Consols, of a non-compli- 
AHee on the part of foreign owners aiul shippers of merchan- 
diae to thta country, with the requisitions of law, and the 
regulations prescribed in the circular instructions heretofore 
iaaned to the collecton of the customs, in regard to the veri- 
fication of invoicea. 

It therefore becomea proper again to urge upon the officers 
of the customs the eserdse of strict vigilance and drcam- 
apection in this particular, and to call their special attention 
to the provisiona of law on Ihe subject, sa well as to the ctr- 
eolar instructions issued in accordance therewith. 

Under the provisions of the act of Congress of the first of 
March, 1823, the invoices of all goods imported, and subject 
to ad valorem duty, belonging to persons not residing in the 
United States, are required to have the coat and charges there- 
in stated verified by the oath of the owner, and duly autheiv 
tieated by the certificate of a United Statea Consul. In d»- 
fiittlt thereof, the consignee, importer or agent, is required, 
liy the tenth section of the act before mentioned, to give 
bond and surely to produce, within a specified time, the in- 
voice properly swore to and authenticated, as lequired by the 
act 

Where invoices are made out in a foreign curren^, the 
yaloe of which has not been fixed by the laws of the United 
Sates, whether of goods free of duty or those paying a speci- 
fic or ad valorem rate of duty, certain regulationa were estab- 
Eshed by the President, under the authority contained in the 
proviso to the sixty-first section of the act of 2d of March, 
1799, which are prescribed in the circulara of the depart- 
ment, dated the 14th of May and 16th of August, 1831, 
and 16th of October, 1832. 

By these regulations, each invoice is required to be accom- 
panied by a consular certificate, stating the true value of 
such currency in Spanish or United States silver dollars, and 
in default thereof, bond is to be given for itia production with- 
in the time mentioned in the circular aX October, 1832, by 
the importer, consignee or agent. 

There is reason to believe, that either negligence has been 
committed, or too much forbearance exhibit^ by some of the 
ooDectors, where the parties have omitted to comply with the 
requirements of their bond. The penalty of the bond should 
in all cases be enforced whenever ucurred ; otherwise, these 
Durations will be diaregaxded by the parties, and considered 
■a mem matters of form, and the intention of the law and 
itgtdatioos tfiereby entirely frustrated. 

Lkvi WoonaunT, 
Secretary of the Treasuiy. 



Cmtrnm 

SvFaiMi CouftT, Boston, March, 1840. 

WhaUng iSAt^s^— William Bishop «t. JamM Shepherd. 
Thie waa an aetiMi farosght bv « Mierto noover, for th« 
of hit B^oflf wn, who laipped Willi Mm detednt to 



go on a whaling voyage, without his father's consent Iti^ 
peered that the son presented to the defendant, before 
signing the shipping papers, a paper giving him liberty to 
go, and purporting to be signed by his father. This paper 
was forged. The son deserted the ship m a foreign port; 
and in this action the father sought to recover his whole 
wages, on the ground that the son had no right to ship 
without his consent, tHe shipping papers as to him were 
void : and that it was no bar to bis recovering hb wagea, 
that, by those papers, desertion worked a forfeiture of all 
wages. 

'i*he Court decided, that a minor who shipped on a whal- 
ing voyage, was not bound by the shipping papere; and as 
his father had a right to his aervices, he could recover in this 
form of action. But they further decided that he cookl not 
recover the son's weges of the master of the ship, who was 
the defendant in the preeent case. His remedy was sgwnst 
the owners. Whaling voyages, the Court said, were {daced 
in law upon a dilTerent foundation from common mereaniile 
voyages. In the latter, the seamen had a triple remedy; 
(1) against the master, (2) against the ownera, (3) against 
the ship. In such voyages, the master waa liable upon the 
well known principle, that freight is the matter of wagea, 
and the nnaster has a right to collect it But in whaling 
voyages, the master standa in a measure upon the same 
footing with the aeamen, all of them sharing the profits* 

The Court added, however that they would not decide 
whether the master would be liable on an express contrsct 
witli the seamen, as the decision of that question was not 
necessar}*^ in the present case. — Daily ^difertiter. 



[Tbahslatioit.] 



Liegallzalion of Papers by Frencli 

Consuls. 

Paris, March 7tii, 1840. 

Sir, The ministerial instructions directed to your Consn- 
late General, in the month of September, 1824, bad ia 
view to makeknown that in accordance with our regulations 
adopted in France, for the execution of the Convention of 
tho 24th of June, 1822, with the United States of America, 
the merchandise coming from that countiy could not be ad- 
milted at the reduced duties, except, amongst other condi* 
tions, they should be accompanied by a special manifest or 
certificate of origin issued by the collectors of Americsa 
customs, and legalized by the Consul of Franca, atteating 
that they are the product of the soil, or of the manufacturea 
of the Union. 

It appears nevertheless, from the reports made to the 
Minister of Finance, that some time since many American 
vessels have arrived in our harboure without being provided 
with this document, or, at least, that the Captains have 
generally neglected to have it legalized by the Consul of 
France, and in consequence its authenticity was not suf- 
ficiently proved. 

However, Sir, the administrati<Hi of the French costoma 
not wishing to act too rigourously consented that the 
cargoes thus imported should be admitted with tlie privilega 
of the Convention of 1822, if there was no ground to so^ 
pect the truth of the declaration: but sueh an admission 
was permitted only as provisional, and in imposing on the 
interested parties the obligation of bonds, to produce within 
a given time the regular certificate or origin. 

I must, therefore. Sir, request you to give pnUie notice 
to the Commerce of the United States, that nothing baa 
been changed in France in the regulationa relative lo tho 
operation of the Treaty of 1822, and that, in eooaaqtacoee^ 
all Captains of veasels who rai^ not bo proviiled with a 
special manifest, legalised bjr the Consal of Franoe, at tho 
port of clearance, will obtain for hia caigo tho beoofit alipa* 
lated in the said Treaty. 

I requeat yon to inform me of tho means yoD ttiay ha!f» 
taken for tho poblicatiop of tho prBaeot aotiee. Beottvib 
Sir, tho aannmco of my noat diatingnfahod cuuadtnaiotL 

fiilMdff A. Tnxu. 
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Claims on Mexico, 

BT Till rRKiiDsarT or tbb ckitss statxs or AMsmicA. 

A PROGliAllIATIOlV. 

Whereai a convention for the adjustment of claims of 
citizens of the United Stales of America upon the Govern- 
ment of the Mexican Republic was concluded and signed at 
Washington on the eleventh day of April, in the year of our 
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and tbirty-nine, which 
convention, being in the Engli^ and Spanish languages, is 
word for word as follows : 

Convention for the adjustment of claims of citizens of the 
United States of America upon the Government of the 
Mexican Republic. 

M'hereas a convention for the adjustment of claims of 
dtizens of the United States upon the Government of the 
Mexican Republic was concluded and signed at Washington 
on the 10th day of September, 1838, which convention was 
not niti6ed on the part of the Mexican Government, on the 
alleged ground that the consent of his Majesty the King of 
Prussia to provide an arbitrator to act in the case provided 
by said convention could not be obtained : 

And whereas the parties to said convention are still, and 
equally, desirous of terminating the discunsions which have 
taken place between them in respect to said claims, arisi.)g 
from injuries to the persons and property of citizens of the 
United States by Mexican authorities, in a manner equally 
advantageous to the citizens of the United States, by whom 
said injuries have been sustained, and more convenient to 
Mexico than that provided by said convention : the President 
of the United States has named for this purpose, and fur- 
nished with full powers, John Forsyth, Secretary of State of 
the said United States ; and the President of the Mexican 
Republic has named his excellency Senor Pon Francisco 
Piiarro Martinez, accredited as Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the Mexican Republic to the 
United States, and has furnished him with full powers for 
the same purpose ; and the said plenipotentiaries have agreed 
upon and concluded the foUowiug articles : 

ABTICLl r. 

It is agreed that all claims of citizens of the United States 
upon the Mexican Government, statements of which, solicit* 
ing the interposition of the Government of the United States, 
have been presented to the Department of State or to the 
diplomatic agent of the United States at Mexico until the 
signature of this convention, shall be referred to four com- 
missioners, who shall form a board, and be appointed in the 
following manner, namely : two commissioners shall be ap- 
pointed by the President of the United States, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, and two com- 
mianoners by the President of the Mexican Republic. 7*he 
said commiasioners, so appointed, shall be sworn impartially 
to examine and decide upon the said claims according to such 
evidence as shall be laid before them on the part of the United 
States and the Mexican Republic respectively. 

ABTICLK IX. 

The said board shall have two secretaries, versed in the 
English and Spanbh hinguagos ; one to be appointed by the 
Prevdent of the United Sutea, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate thereof, and the other by the President 
of the Mexican Republic And the said secretaries shall be 
sworn faithfully to discbarge their duty in that capacity. 

ABTICLV III. 

The said board shall meet in the city of Washington within 
three months after the exchange of the ratifications of this 
convention, and within eighteen months from the time of its 
meeting shall terminate its duties. The Secretary of State 
of Che United States shall, immediately af^ the exdiaoge 
of the ratifications of this convention, give notice of the time 
of the meeting of the said board, to be published in two news- 
papers in Washington; and in such other pperv as he may 
think proper. 
Vol. it.— 35 



ARTICLl IT. 

All documents which now are in, or hereadcr, during the 
continuance of the commission constituted by this conven- 
tion, may come into the possession of the Department of 
State of the United States, in relation to the aforesaid claims, 
shall lie delivered to the board. 7^be Mexican Government 
shall furnish all such documents and explanations as may bo 
in their possession, for the adjustment of the said claims ac- 
cording to the principles of justice, the law of nations, and 
the stipulations of the treaty of amity and commerce between 
the United States and Mexico of the 5th of April, 1831 ; the 
said documents to be specified when demanded at the In- 
stance of the said commisaioners. 

inTicLS y. 

The said commissioners shall, by a report under their heada 
and seals, decide upon the justice of the said claims and the 
amount of compensation, if any, due from the Mexican Go- 
vernment in each case. 

ABTICLS Vf. 

It is agreed that if it should not be convenient for tha 
Mexican Government to pay at once the amount so found 
due, it shall be at liberty, immediately after the decisions in 
the several cases shall have taken place, to issue Treasury 
notes, receivable at the maritime cuRtom-houses of the Re* 
public in payment of any duties which may be due or im* 
po.«ed at said custom-bouses upon goods entered for importa- 
tion or ex portation : said Treasury notes to bear interest at 
the rate of eight per centum per annum from the date of the 
award on tlie claim in payment of which said Treasury notes 
shall have been issued until that of their receipt at the Mex- 
ican custom-bouses. But as the presentation and receipt of 
said Treasury notes at said custom-houses in large amounte 
might be inconvenient to the Mexican Government, it is fur- 
ther agreed that, in such case, the obliiration of said Govern- 
ment to receive thedi in payment of duties, as above statedp 
may be limited to one-halt' the amount of said daties, 

ABTICLK yii. 

It is further agreed that in the event of the commissionen 
di^ring in relation to the aforesaid claims, they shall jointly 
or severally, draw up a report stating, in detail, the points 
on which diey differ, and the grounds upon which their re- 
spective opinions have been formed. And it is agreed that 
the said report or reports, with authenticated copies of all 
documents upon which they may be founded, shall be re- 
ferred to the decision of Hie Majesty, the King of Pruasia. 
But as the documenti relating to the aforesaid claims are so 
voluminous that it cannot be expected His Prussian Majesty 
would be willing or able personally to investigate them, it is 
agreed that he shall appoint a person to act as an arbiter in 
his behalf; that the person so appointed shall proceed to 
Washington ; that his travelling expenses to that city, and 
from thence on hia return to his place of residence in l^ssia, 
shall be defrayed, one-half by the United States and one-half 
by the Mexican Republic; and that he shall receive as b 
compensation for his services a sum equal to one-half of the 
compensation that may be allowed by the United Stales to 
one of the commissioners to be appointed by them, added to 
one half the compensation that may be allowed by the Mex- 
ican Government to one of the commissioners to be appoint- 
ed by it. And the compensation of such arbiter shall be paid» 
one-half by the United States and one-half by the Mexican 
Government. 

ABTICLB Tiir* 

Immediately after the signature of thii convention, the 
plenipotentiaries of the contracting parties (both being thet^ 
unto competently authorised) shall, by a joint note, address- 
ed to the Minister for Foreign Affain of His Msjesty the 
King of Prussia, to be delivered by the Minister of the 
United States at Berlin, invite the said monarch to appoint 
an umpire to act in his behalf in the manner above mention- 
ed, in case this convention shall be ratified respectively by 
the Governments of the United States and Mexico, 
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AATICLB IX. 

It is agreed that, in the event of His Prtmian Majesty's 
declining to appoint an umpire to act in )iis behalf, as afore- 
said, the contracting parties, on being informed thereof, shalU 
without delay, invite Her Britannic Majesty, and in case of 
her declining, His Majesty the King of the Netherlands, to 
appoint an umpire to act in their behalf, respectively, as above 
provided. 

AVTICLl X. 

And the contracting parties further engage to consider the 
decision of such umpire to be final and conclusive on all 
the matters so referred. 

▲ETicLX zr. 

For any sums of money which the umpire shall find due 
to citizens of the United States by the Mexican Government 
Tteasuiy notes shall be issued in the manner aforementioned' 

ABTICLE Xlf. 

And the United States agree forever to exonerate the Mex- 
ican Government from any further accountability for claims 
which shall either be rejected by the board or the arbiter 
i^oresaid, or which, being allowed by either, shall be provided 
for by the said Government in the manner beforementioned. 

ARTICIB XIII. 

And it is agreed that each Government shall provide com- 
pensation for the commissioners and secretary to be appointed 
by it ; and that the contingent expenses of the board shall 
be defrayed, one moiety by the United States and one moiety 
by the Mexican Republic. 

auticlx xit. 

This convention shall be ratified, and the ratifications 
thereof shall be exchanged at Washington within twelve 
months from the signature, or sooner if possible. 

In faith whereof, we the plenipotentiaries of the United States 
of America and of the Mexican Republic, have signed and 
sealed these presents. 

Done in the city of Washington, on the 1 1th day of April, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-nine, in the sixty-third year of the independence of 
the United States of America and the nineteenth of that 
of the Mexican Republic. 

[i. s.] JOHN FORSYTH, 

[l. 8.] FRAN. PIZARRO MARTINEZ. 

And whereas the said convention has been duly ratified 
on both parts, and the respective ratifications of the same 
have been exchanged : 

Now, therefore, be it known, that I, Martin Van Bdriv, 
President of the United States, have caused the said con- 
vention to be made public, to the end that the same, and 
every clause and article thereof, may be observed and fullGlled 
with good faith by the United States and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and 
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 
Done at the city of Washington, this eighth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
[c. •.] hundred and forty, and of the independence of the 
United States the sixty-fourth. 

m. van BUREN. 

By the President : 

John Fobsith, Secretary of State. 



OFFICIAL. 

Dbpartxbkt ot Statf, 
Washington, April 15, 1840. 

Claimants upon the Government of the Mexican Republic, 
whose cases, asking for the interposition of the Government 
of the United States, may have been presented to this De- 
partment, or to the Diplomatic Agent of the United States 
at Mexico, prior to the 1 1th of April, 1839, are hereby do- 



tified that, pursuant to a convention b etwe en the two Go> 
vemments, of that date, a joint commission, to hear and de> 
cide upon the said claims, will meet in this city, within three 
months from the 7th instant 



Rcdttciion of TolU 

On the Pennsylvania Canal and Railroad, nuide on the 
13th Inst, by the Board of Commissionere at Hazm- 
burg. — IfarrU*t IntelUgencer. 



On THE Canau 



Ton per mUe 
OldBUL New Bill 



Jirticles. 



ct», milU, 



Anvils per 1000 Ibe, * . . 

Beef Salted, 

Boards, Planks, Scantling, &.c per 

10i)0ft, 

Butter, per 100 lbs, 

Burrs, French, in blocks,. 

Coffee, 

Cheese, 

Copper in sheets and manufactured,. 

Earthenware, 

Furs, Peltry, except Deer, Buffiilo, 

and Moose skins, 

Grindstones, 

Gypsum, 

Hardware and Cutlery, 

Castings, Blooms, aild Anchonies,. . . 
Iron, bag, rolled, slit or hammered,. . . 

Lard 

Lead, bar and pigs, 

White Red and Litharge, 

Liquors, foreign, 

Marble, manufactured 

Mill stones, • 

Nails and Spikes, 

Oil of all kinds, 

Pork, salted or fresh, 

Queensware, 

Steam Engines, 

Steel 

Tallow, 

Timber, round or square, in boats or 

scows, per 1 cubic foet, 

Tin plate, per 1000 lbs., 

Tin block, 

On trb Railroad 

Anvils, • 

Beef, salted, 

Butter 

Burrs, French, in blocks, . • • 

Cheese, 

Copper, in sheets and manuftctured. 

Gypsum, 

Hardware and Cutlery, 

Castings, Blooms, Anchonies, 

Scraps, Pigs, and Broken Castings,. . 

Iron Bar, rolled or hammered, 

Lard, 

Lead, in pigs and bars, 

'* white, red, and litharge, 

Liquors, foreign, 

Marble manufactured, 

Nails and Spikes, 

Oils, of all kinds, 

Pork, salted or fresh, 

Queensware and Chinaware, 

Ropes and Cordite, 

Steel 

Tallow, 

Tin and Tinware, 

Tobacco, Manufakured, 
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Welglit and Talue of Foreign C^otns, 

Sefiort of th& Director of the Mint, in relation to the 
value of certain gold and eiher coint, epecijied in the 
act§ of Congreee ofjpril 10, 1806, and June 28, 1834. 

MiaT OY THE UiriTiD Statsb, > 
April 2, 1840. 5 

8ir : — ^I have the honour to submit the following report of 
the fineneK, and value bj weight, of certain gold and lilver 
coins specified in the acta of Congreaiof April 10, 1806, 
aad Jane 88, lb84. 

Gold Coim, • 

Fineneaa in Value per dwt. 
thooaandtha. 

Great Britain, sovereign 9 15.6 cts. 94.62 

France, piecea of 40 and 20 francs. 899 92.92 

Spain, doubloon and parts 866 89.61 

Mexico, do. 866 89.61 

Peru, do. 868 89.71 

ChiU, do. 868 89.71 

Colombia, doubloona of Bogota. . . .870 89.92 

do. do. Popoyan . . 868 88.68 

New GTenada,doubloons,1837*38.871 90.02 

Bolivia, do. 870 89.92 

Central America, do. 839 65.79 

Lft Piatt, do. 815 84.24 

Portugal, Johannes and half 914 94.46 

do. crown (of 5,000 reis) and 

half; since 1838 914 94.46 

Biixil,pieceof6,400ieis,of 1838.. 914 94.46 

Silver Ctdna, 

Fineness in Value per oz. 
thousandths. 

Spain, dollar of the peninsula 900 cts. 1 16.36 

do. pillar-dollar of Spanish America 898 1 1 6. 1 

France, crown (coinage ceased in 1793} 909 1 1 7.63 

France, five franc piece 900 116.36 

Mexico, dollar, average of various mints, 
and in the proportion usually pre- 
sented here 89T 115.97 

Peru and North and South Peru dollar 901 1 16.49 

Chili,dollar 906 117.13 

Central America, dollar 896 1 15.84 

Brazil, restamped dollar of 960 reis. . . 898 116. 10 

Very respectfully, your faithful servant, 

R. M. PATTERSON, 

Director of the Mint. 
Hon. LiTi Woohbukt, 

Secretary of the Treasaiy. 

By an act of Congreas of June 28, 1 834, the gold coins of 
Gteat Britain, Portugal, and Brazil are assumed to have the 
standard of 22 carata or 916| thousandths, and they are ac- 
cordingly made a legal tender at 94.8 cents per pennyweight 
The above table shows that this is an over valuation. A simi- 
lar error is also committed in the value affixed by this act to 
the gold coins of France, Spain, Mexico, and Colombia. 
The Director of the Mmt called attention to this cireum- 
■tanoe in both his last annual reports, and the Secretary of 
the Treasury has done the same thing, as to the gold coins 
of Great Britain, Portugal and Brazil, in his letter to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, transmitting the 
above table. Dr. Patterwn recommends that the act making 
foieign gold coins a legal tender ahould be repealed altogedier. 

We are informed that the average Mint value of the Brit- 
lab sovereign is $4.84, and that of the French 20 franc 
piaoaa 13.84. 
(See^oLLp. 191 a table of the value of gold coins.) 



Freight on the Periusylvania Canal, 

At a meeting of the transportation merchants, held on 
Friday aflemoon, 17th instant, for the purpose of reducing 
the rates of freight on the canal, in consequence of the reduc- 
tion in tolls which has recently been made by the Canal 
Commissionera, it was resolved to make the following change 
in the prices. A statement is given below of the redaction 
of the tolls on the leading articles carried to the west, and 
also of the reduction made by the transporters, viz : 



Anvils 

Burr Blocks, 

Coffee, 

Copper, 

Hardware, 

White and red lead. 
Foreign Liquors,.. 
Manuf'd Marble,.. 

OU, 

Queensware, ...... 

Steel, 

Tin and Tinware,. 

Dry Goods, 

Drugs dc Mediciner, 
Groceries, 



toils per 100 
lbs. 



Reduction of Reduction of 



rates of freight 



Cts. Mills. 



6 

4 
6 
6 
6 
6 
7 
6 
7 
6 
8 
1 



7 
7 
7 
9 
2 
9 
7 
7 
2 



no reduction 

do 

do 



Former 
rates. 



$1 76 
1 26 
1 50 
1 50 
1 76 
1 76 
1 60 
1 76 
1 50 
1 50 
1 75 
1 50 
3 00 
75 
50 



1 
1 



Present 
rates. 



$\ 40 



12J 

30 



1 40 



62 i 
62^ 
40 
1 62i 
1 40 
1 40 
50 
40 
87i 
1 62^ 
1 40 



Differ- 
ence. 



Cents. 



35 

20 

10 

12} 

12i 

10 

12) 

10 

10 

26 

10 

12i 

12) 

10 



From the above statement it will be seen that the trans- 
portation merchants have redeemed their pledge by giving 
the public the full benefit of the change, as they have r^uced 
their prices double the amount of the reduction of toll«. 

D. Lkech & Co. 
Jamrs O'CowiTRii dc Co. 

E. G. DtrriLn 6c Co. 

BlVORAV db BROTRSaS. 

Jahrs M. Davts ^ Co. 
Jos. S. Lewis, Jr. dc Co. 
Jam IS Stssli 6c Co. 



Death of a Venerable Afatron.-^The last Prineeion 
Whig announces the death, on the evening of the 8th inst. 
at her residence, near that borough, of Sarah Clark, aged 
near 90 — a respected member of the Society of Friends. 
This aged person waa the last survivor of those few, whose 
privilege it was to attend upon and minister to the wants of 
the gallant General Mercer, during the few days (8 or 10) of 
extreme anguish and suffering that he survied the batde of 
Princeton, in which he fell mortally wounded, on the evar 
memorable 3d of January, 1 777, within a few rods of where 
she has lived more than eighty yeara. The house is now 
standing, and in which she spent a long life^ it was pierced 
with tnany a ball on that eventful day. 



Penneylvania BitunUnouo Coal — Supplies of this coal 
—the quality of which is said to be very superior— are ex- 
pected in this market in a few days by the Tide Water Ca- 
nal. This is a new item of trade here, and will, we hate 
no doubt, become a veiy important one. 

BaU* Jlmer» 



The New Jeroetf Railroad and Traneportation Co. 
have reduced their rates of fare. They now charge for pas- 
sengera to Newark and Elizabethtown 26 cents, to Rahway 
874 cents, and to New Brunswick 60 cents. 

The Utiea carries passengen fimn New York to Albuy, 
for 50 cents. 
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Statiilict of I<egislaUoa« 

Tha Boston Bfeicantile Journal oontains the following 
ftmnsing table : 

The following lynopeifl contains all the speeches or re- 
na^ of two minutes in length and upwards, made in the 
Howe of Representatives during the session which has just 
dosed ; also the time occupied with each speech, and the 
aames of the persons who made them. 

The average number of the members, during the session, 
was about four hundred and Sfty. Seventy-seven members, 
it will be perceived, or, about one-dxth of the average num- 
ber, took an active part in the discussions. The House held 
eighty-eight sessions, morning and afternoon, of an average 
length of three hours. Ninety-seven acts and fifty-nine re- 
•olves were passed. 
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00 



38 



26 



34 



30 



45 



24 



27 



19 



G. Bfadbum, of Nantucket; 33333333344 
4 4 4 6 6 5 6 5 6 7 8 8 8 9 10 12 12 13 13 14 
16 15 15 15 16 39 53, 

T. Parsons, of Boston; 32233 4 4 665678 
9 10 10 10 10 10 12 15 20 22 30 32 40 

H. Hinckley, of Barnstable; 22333333333 
3344665567778899 10 10 12 13 17 
20 55 

J. CX Gmy, of Boston ;2222233333444 
4 4 4 4 5 5 8 10 10 10 15 15 15 20 20 25 25. 

M. Thayer, of Braintree; 2 22222222233 
333333333333344444456566 
7 7 77 10 10 10 12 16 

G. T. Curtis, of Boston ; 2 222333333345 
6657777202330 45 

F. Dexter, of Boston ;22222333344444 
4666666 7 8 10 203536 

J. A. Shaw, of Bridgewater ;23333333444 
46 8 13 15 23 35 55 • 

6. C. AUen, Jr. of Northfield; 222 2 222222 
23333 33333333 33344445665 
6 5 666678 8 1010 10 46 

J.P. Tarbell, of Pepperell; 22223333344 
55 67 14 22 80 18 

8. H. Walley, oi Rozbury ;23333333333 
444 45 5 55 565 6 68 11 20 20 27 

A. W. Dodge, of Hamilton; 23333344444 
45 56 7 9 10 12 47 20 

aAllen,ofWoreester;S833457777 12 17 
«4 30 14 

G. Church, of Westport; 222223333344 

6 5 67882033 20 

F. EmenoD, of Boston ;233334466565 
30 30 30 16 

B. Garner, of Nantucket ;39333466678 
16 18 80 14 

J.C. Stickney,of Linn; 6736 65 .. 4 

T. Loring, of Hmgham ; S 3 2 3 6 6 7 10 10 13 

1828 12 

J.Giles, of Cambridge; 222233 34 688 16 

20 14 

W.Lincoln, of Worcester; 3 33 4 30 38 6 

G. T. Bigelow, of Boston ; 222223333444 

4 56725 17 

J. Griswold, of Buckland; 2 2233446 10 15 

tK5 n 

D. Henshaw, of Leicester ;233565581015. 10 
A. Putnam, of Danvers; 2 2 2 2 3 3 5 8 11 32. . 10 
W. Williams, Jr. of Marblehead ;23345678 

10 10 10 

J. Fal]er,ofNewton;2 2 33 334 67 7 16 11 

L. Whedock, of Warwick; 2 3 3 4 5 6 6 6 8 13. 10 

W. Strong, of Boston; 3 10 12 25 4 

J. Richardson, of Boston;2^ 33 6 10 10 16.... 8 
W. Uwienoe^ of Burton; 2233333455 15 11 
T,A.Greeo»ofN«wBediM;288618Sa...» 6 
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117 
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103 
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84 
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61 
60 

68 
64 
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8. Greele, of Boston ; 3 46 16 20 

H. W. Cushman, of Bernaidston ; 3 3 13 25 

S. Mudpe, of Lynn ;333456567 

J. M. Whiton, of Boston ;2222365810.... 

H. A.Cook,ofLcnox;2 2 24 7 20 

N. Durfee, of Fall River; 8 3 5 6 5 7 7 

G. W. Phillips, of Boston ; 2 2 2 2 3 4 5 13 

J. Pierce, of S(oughton;S 3 26 

F. Walker, of North Brookfield ; 2 2 5 6 7 8. . . . 

8. P. Webb, of Salem; 2 2 2 3 3 4 5 7 

W. Baker, of Dorchester; 3 4 5 6 10 

T.A.Davis, of Boston; 2 ^ 3 3 15 

D. N. Swazey, of Lynnfield ;2 334446 

A. Kittredgo of Haverhill ; 2 3 5 15 

E. W. Stone,of Roxbury ; 2 2 2 5 12 

T. J. Stevenson, of Boston ; 2 3 6 13 

N. Hood, of Lynn ; 2 2 3 3 4 7 

J. Bacon, of Sandwich ; 4 7 8 

J. M. Ward, of Danvers; 2 2 3 3 4 6 

J. Atkins, of Provincetown ; 2 2 3 3 6 

J.Harris, of Boston ; 2 3 5 

N. Heard, of Worcester; 2 2 2 3 

J. Russell, of Plymouth ; 4 6 

T. R. Marvin, of Boston; 3 6 

T. Hunting, of Boston; 3 4 
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X 
47 
42 
40 
89 
87 
36 
S3 
81 



28 

S7 

26 

25 

25 

S3 

28 

31 

19 

19 

16 

10 

9 

9 

8 
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It is thus seen that the above gentlemen addre s s e d the 
house in 688 speeches-—occQpying 78 hours and 29 miiH 
utes. 

The following gentlemen addressed the house once only, 
viz: — Messrs. Salisbury of Worcester, 12m. ; Pray of Bc» 
ton. 3 ; Winthrop of Walertown, 2 ; Pratt of HoUiston, 2 ; 
Spaulding of Carlisle, 6 ; Peabody of Salem, 2 ; Dickinson 
of Deerfield, 47 ; Richards of Randolph, 2 ; Fabena of Salem, 
4 ; Pay son of HoUiston, 5 ; Rogers of Salem, 2 ; Dodge of 
Wenham, 4 ; Frothingham of Charlestown, 3 ; Hyde of 
Stockbridge, 3 ; Eames of Hopkington, 3 ; Parrott of Boston, 
3 ; Farris of Plymouth, 3 ; White of Quincy, 2; Atden of 
Shelbume, 2 ; Norton of Edgartown, 4 ; and Benton of Wor* 
thington, 3. 

According to the above table, which has been prepared 
with great care, %evcn hundred and nine speeches were de- 
livered by the representatives during the late session, of an 
average length of teren minutea, or a fraction less : oocupj- 
ijig in their delivery, dghty hourt and iventtf^ve minute9, 
or about one hour of each session. A Mbxbbb. 



In the above table, the members are arranged in order 
cording to the vhoU (fuantity of time occupied by each one 
during the sessiom If arranged according to their freqococy 
of speaking, or the number of speechei that leach one madeb 
and including those only who spoke as many as ten timesi 
they would stand in the following order: 

S. C. Allen, 46 speechea. 

Mtnot 'lliayer, 46 do. 

G. Bradbom, 88 do. 

H. Hinckley 34 do. 

8. H. WaUey, 27 do. 

F. Dexter 37 do. 

T. Parsons, 26 do. 

G.T.Curtis, 24 da 

A. W. Dodge 20 do. 

G. Church, 20 do. 

J. A . Shaw, 1 9 do. 

J. P. Tarbell, 18 do. 

G. T. Bigelow 17 do. 

F. Emerson, 16 do. 

B. Gardner, 14 do. 

J. GUes, 14 do. 

T. Loring. 12 do. 

J.Griswold, 11 do. 

W. Lawrence, 11 do. 

J. Fuller, 11 do. 

D. Henshaw, 10 do. 

A. Putnam, 10 do. 

L. WhMloek, 10 do. 
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MKCELLANEOUa 



Tbe pMoeding ■tatement eihibha axtnordinaiy attmitioii 
to butmeM. If the Hoose held bat 88 aeaiionB of 3 boun in 
length, (264 boun,) and passed 156 laws and resolutions, 
each will average 1 hour 46 minutes as the^ time occupied 
in pasnng it ; and as 709 speeches were made, the average 
nnmber of speeches upon ei^ law and resolution would be 
4), or, at tbe average of 7 minutes to each speech, 81 min- 
utes employed in speaking. Again, as only 264 hours were 
employed in q)eaking, which occupied 88 hours 35 minutes, 
there were 175 h. 35 min. occupied (silently,) in voting, or 
other parts of legislation. Probably a large portion of the 
buainess is prepared fay committees for the house and their 
veporta aie generally adopted; uidfew subjects are introduced, 
of a nature calculated to incite much discussion. 



Flour §tat|gtlca. 

The New York Daily express, of April 4th, publishes a 
statement of the price of flour, at the principal commerdal 
points throughout the United States, at the Utest date then 
received from each pbce. This may be of some interest to 
our commercial readers, as a table of reference hereafter. — 
We therefore copy it 

w.. v*«.w 1 #6 68 a 6 75 Genesee. 

new xori, j 6 00 a 6 2i5 Southern and Ohio. 

Boston 5 00 a 6 75 Stock large. 

Portland, 5 25 a 6 25 

Philadelphia, 4 67 a 5 00 Forexport 

Wilmington, 4 50 a 

Baltimore, 4 75 a 4 81 do* 

Alexandria, 4 60 a 

Georgetown, 4 50 a 4 62 

Richmond. 4 50 a 4 56 Country. 

Fredericksburg, 4 00 a - -^ 

Charleston, 5 25 a 6 00 

Savannah, 6 00 a 6 25 

Mobile, 4 76 a 5 25 

New Orleans, 4 00 a Very dull 

LooisvUle, a 00 a 3 25 

Pittsburg, 2 62 a 2 67 Receipts large. 

Cincinnati 3 00 a 3 06 Stock moderale. 

WheeUng, 2 87 a 3 00 

Delroit, 3 00 a - — 

Cleveland, 3 25 a 

Builalo^ 3 50 a 3 75 Stock small 

Rochester, 4 60 a 

The average price for the above named places, is $4 47 
cents. The Express follows this statement, with another 
showing the average price for each of eleven months, begin- 
ning with May, 1U39, and coming down to the dose of last 
month. For May, it was $6 78 ; for June, 6 23 ; for July, 
6 61 ; for August, 6 82 ; for September, 5 88 ; for October, 
6 61 ; for November, 5 76 ; for December, 5 48 ; for Janu- 
ary, 5 21 ; for February, 6 06 ; for March, 4 70. 



Trinity Church, ^ew Tork, — A record has been preser 
ved of the persons buried in the cemetery of this church. — 
since 1702, excepting during the years of tbe revolutionary 
war, when no account appears to have been kept, and it is 
stated by those who have examined, that one hundred and 
eixty thoutand bodies have been there deposited. A city of 
the dead truly is this, containing piled up, one above anoth- 
er, in its confines a mighty maw, equal to the half of that 
which daily swarms in the streets and dwellings of the great 
metropt^ of the new world. 

CuriouM State of affairtin the JWw York Money 
Market — ^This week dollars have been bought at from | 
to 1 per cent, premium for shipment to Europe \ while at 
the same time, exchange on England is offered below par, 
and not sold. 

JVt Ft An* 



Wbale ftsliery. 

The following abetiact of vessels employed in the Whale 
fisheiy, belonging to the United States, Sept 1, 1839, wo 
copy from a Shipping List, published in New Bedford, by 
Henry H. Crapo, Esq. 
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New Bedford, 


169 


8 


3127 


1210 


27 


177 


56,1 18 


Fairiiaven, . . 


43 


1 


13 


13 


7 


5 1 


5 


44 


13,274 


Dartmouth, . 


3 




3 












8 


874 


Westport,. . . 


5 


4 




1 






7 


1 


9 


1,443 


Wareham,.. . 


2 


2 


1 






1 


1 


1 


4 


904 


Rochester,... 


5 


10 




1 


1 




11 


2 


16 


2,615 


Nantucket,. . 


77 


4 


66 




3 




3 


9 


81 


37.364 


Edgartown, . 


8 




4 




2 




1 


1 


8 


2,659 


Holmes Hole, 


3 


1 




2 






1 


1 


4 


1,180 


Fall River^* . 


4 


3 


1 




1 


1 


1 


3 


7 


1,604 


Lynn 


4 






3 








1 


4 


1,269 


Newbury port 


3 






2 


1 








3 


1,099 


Plymouth, . . 


3 






1 




2 






3 


910 


Salem 


14 




2 


11 


1 








14 


4,265 


Bost<m, . . . • • 




1 








1 






1 


125 


Dorchester,.. 


2 




3 












2 


581 


Falmouth,... 


8 




8 
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2^90 


Provt n. . . • • 




1 








1 
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172 


Portland,.... 


1 




1 












1 


888 


Wiscaaset,. . . 


1 




1 
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380 


Portsmouth, . 


1 






1 
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348 


Newport,.... 


9 


2 


5 






3 


3 


11 


3,153 


Bristol, 


5 


1 


8 






I 


1 


1 


6 


1,782 


iVarren, «... 


18 


3 


5 


3 


4 6; 1 


4 


21 


6,075 


Providence, . 


3 




1 




1 1 






3 


1,086 


New London, 


30 


9 


1 


13 


616 




4 


39 


11,447 


Stonington, . 


7 


5 


2 


3 


1 









12 


2,012 


MysUe, 


5 


3 




1 




7 






8 


1,797 




81 




12 




814 




2 


31 


10,605 


Greenport, .. 


4 


1 


1 






4 






6 


1,414 


New Suffolk, 


1 










1 






1 


274 


Jamesport, .. 


1 










1 






1 


230 


Bridgeport,. . 


8 










2 




1 


3 


918 


New York,.. 


3 










1 


2 




3 


no 


Hudson, .... 


8 




1 


4 








8 


8 


2,902 


Poughkeepaie 


6 




4 




1 






1 


6 


2,048 


Cold Spring,. 


3 










2 






2 


629 


Wilmington, 


5 




2 










3 


5 


1,578 


Newark,.. . . . 


1 
498 


59 


209 


89 


1 






73 


1 
557 


366 


Total,.. 


60 


86 


'40 


169,983 



Wire Titter Hope. — In alluding to the burning of the 
steamboat Commerce at Cincinnati, the Republican has the 
following. 

We have seen a piece of the wire tiller rope of the Com- 
merce, which, after having sustained the severe action of the 
fire ; and being heated to a red heat for at least an hour, de- 
stroying and melting tbe copper pipes attached to the engine, 
has come out of the fieiy trial without the least injuiy. In- 
deed it appears as fresh and flexible as if it had been newly 
made. The inventor of the wire ropes informs us that they 
are now used on two hundred and sixty-four boats: and that 
it is about eighteen months since tliey were first used. 



MiotUeippi Shipping' Company.^~By the Natches Free 
Trader we learn that on the Htb inst in that city were sold 
at auction, two bts of Mississippi Shipping Company notsst 
The first lot of $84 brought #2,62} cents in specie ; tbe se* 
cond lot of #10 bniui^ #1,65} cents in apeeie. 



coTTox ruarmQ m indu. 



[A»miK, 



bte 



^ iBdia. I detmiMiit of his own, the had of his birth and of hb car- 

9A imdL »»««wi Ik* ftj- '**^ *flections ; but a most inteliigeiit gentleman, a politick 

^ ,„^ iZrZ TTn^ J • cconomiat and cotton planter, remsrked to us the other dar, 

On pages 102, 109 and 110 of oor first | that we should suffer less loss by burning New OrIeaas.Ni^! 

impettant aitieles in rdation to the growth, j ^^* >»o^ the most important cities of the cotton-growmg 

qpaCtr and stadsdes of Eaat India cotton, and cxprearing an, '•****"' than we should iirom this ainister movement, bya 

 that Ikr mow denser is to be app«h«Kied from oUier ««^«™«°«.»! •"^^ P««Pl«^<^«to^mined to injure us in the cul- 



than India, of interference with our greit staple. 



Important Cotton morament — the Southern States about to 
have a great competitor in cotton growing — the 



Uvation of that great staple, whichis emphatically the wealth 
of the south. 



Jcfiferoon counties in this State, and one from Louisi- 
ana to go to Surat on this grand crusade for cotton plant- 
ins in India. These nine practical cotton plantore, well 
noquainted with every item in the management and details 
of every part of the cotton growing and ginning process, 
will leave this city in a day or two for New York, whence 
they will embark for India ; they carry with them nine gin 
stands, and models of a gin house, running gear and press; 
tbsy are engaged at a salary each of three hundred pounds 
 year, with all expenses paid, and an additional annuity, in 
proportion to their suoeess promised them. They will all 
proceed together to Surat, from whence they will disperse 
■8 they shall make their several selections of districts of 
ooantiy in which to commence the growing of cotton. 

It may be as well to ramark tliat cotton is now cultivated 
in Surat in tho same awkward and artless manner that it 
wti in the vicinity of Natches before the introdoction of 
tha ootton gm, and tlie immense improvements both of cul- 
ture and seed ; and as native labourers, in countless thou- 
sands, csn be obtomed in India, at about two dollars per 
aKMth, if the soil shall prove as productive as Mimlssippi 
hmii, India will soon prove a formidable rival to our noble 
Static and to the south at large in the culture of what we ao 
WBphatically term our Mpede Mtaple* 

The British Government, to foster this movement, have 
mtde an appropriation of twelve thousand pounds, and have 
pMsad an act "that the duty on cotton goods imported into 
kngland/rsNi India and on British eotton goods, into India, 
should be the same instead of the disparity of thieo per cent 
iMl tfO.** 



The cotton planting speculation in India by the English, 
In which they have managed to avail themselves of the 
•hiU aild esperlenoe of Misaissippians, or rather of those 
wh<» have gleaned all the knowledge they have of cotton 
f^uluvaiion IVom the ootton fields of our State, since our 
I^mU^ Ihe Mlher day, has attracted deep attention. 

Ovikv (>»veruaient is not a despotism. We cannot say to 
1^ m^U %hk^ k**"^ and to another man ^e there \ but with 
%li^ all a«« al UlHMPiv lo leave the country when they choose, 
M^ V« W^Al I^Oiinesa Ihey desire; we have no laws that 
^1^ UDeiCf an^ no disfwaltioQ to compel any man to atay 
in ^tjutt^ wh<» wWhsa to leave it for the purpose of 
Ikmmm^ HiiM IWVwMit he mi^f ^*^ gained hero to the 



The English have obtained boxea of aoU from the cotton 
™»J to fieUls of Louisiana, from the richest counties of Mississippt, 

A4*m.m«^ t^ h* ;~Un-.«^«t «f .K- Tr..;»i^ Q# » ^?^,r T^^^^ ^^^^^ cheraiste and geologists have analized and ooK 
deemed t> he mdependent of ihe United States m the Uted with soils taken from different parts of India So fii 
^kivsuoo of the gr«« stsple-the departure of the corps i the comparison of the soils is favourebte to Indhs • and ^ 
t^^^^T^ ^^""^ ^"^ M«sts«pp,des. •j'^^th^ton of w^^^ int^r*^ 

I oi tbe world. Now, when ail our improvemente in ootton 
Capt Bayles, of the British Native Infantiy m India, V^'^'^ng, our machines^ our seed, and our very overseen 
\»M recently visited this country and made arrangements for { ^^ transferred to that vast continent, swarming with free 
engaging a corps of young gentlemen, of good education, | '■**«u«»rB, who will work at a price which would scarcely 
femteel address, practically acquainted with the eoltivation { ^^^^ > negro with hk salt in Mississippi, it will be aU 
of Mississippi cotton, for the purpose of introducing the over with us in the cultivation of cotton. 
annie with all the improvements which have been made in i ^^ the honour of Georgia and South Carolina, we learn 
ill coltwe In thia oountiy upon the plauis df India. Th«e ^^^ ^^ English agent could find no tool for his purpose ui 
baa long been an impreasion that India was second to no ^^se States \ he was obliged to come to Mississippi, where 
MitiQB of the globe in the capabilities of its soil for the pro- ^^ ^^und persons who enlisted in his views. 

dneiion of cotton. The truth of that impiearion is now to ' _^ 

batestod. I 

Capt Bayles, through theagency of a young gentleman, Cnmberland Valley Railroad. 

^^M^^^ JJ^Sin^J^H 't^:^^J^r T^^^ *" I ^"^ "^«iP^ of the Cumberland Valley Railroad for tha 
VKkAorg aa a mercbant*-end since then has been con- ' vear endlnir on the .^llat nf Tia^mk^i. ioio -Tl- ^i 
MCted in the management of a large cotton plantation in fowi: December, 1839. were as M. 

Jeflerson county, obtained eight gentlemen from Adams, 

For tolls and freight, ^31,329 65 

For passengers and mail 53,970 41 

$85,S00 07 

To amount of freight cleared 

from Harrisburg was .ttr, 17,992,048 

from Carlisle. 15,701,004 

from Chambersburg 6,606,785 

Total Ibn. 40,300,737 

The above freight was com^sed of the fbUowing arti- 
cles: 

^?^\ **../*# 9,232,938 

Rye, dorn and Oats, 58,^550 

Pig Metal....... 2,083,889 

Blooms and Castmgs, 1,998,000 

2"J^- 1,105.203 

Dry Goods, 4,116.556 

Wrocenes, 8.071,576 

ir^*' 3,141.895 

Btmw-paper, 866.708 

^"«**^f» 3,839,877 

;'"*?f 1,176.460 

Iron Ore... 3,044.630 

Agricultural productions, 298 059 

t^\ 457.969 

°S?!V 94.966 

jT*^"*«y.; 289.083 

Live Stock, 657.086 

Furniture, 399^559 

Leather,. 207.391 

Wails and Spikea, 135,818 

JJ"^ 630,666 

i*'^^^ 31,807 

S'*^*'n» 102.388 

S?P«^ 73.126 

^y^ 980,989 

*wn». , 70,894 

MisoeUaneons, 2,298|045 

^ ,. , ^ B. M. BtnoLx, Secntaiy. 

Cafhale, Feb. 6. 1840. 

CarUtU Eereld, 



1S400 



ENGLISH AND AMEBSCAK RAILROADS. 



We Me indebted to the nme gentlemui who f^gsoAied per mile, the nett income per year ii newrtbeleas eight per 
the -TraTeUing Statialics- published two wcetoi rince. for cent, on their eort; eiesuU to beattnfc^ledprinc^^^^ 
» * „ . . . *. ,_ « 1. u 1 A • immense number of pasMmgera earned annually over these 

the funowmg comparaUve vicwa of the English and Amen- 1 ^^^^^ rp^^ numlier of pessengen transported oyrer the Lon. 

don and Birmingham RaUroad in the year 1839 was Cl 8,3 64, 
of which each travelled at an average of 65 miles ; the num- 
ber of passengprs on the Greenwich Railroad during the same 
period was 1,618,455. 



can railroeds, which he has promised to continue for a few 
Tor the United States Commerdal and Statistical Register. 

Engliili and American Railroads. 

No. 1. 
I have lately seen the last half yearly reports of several 
English Railway Companies and thought, that a comparison 
of the results contained therein with those of the American 
lailroadft would be of some interest to your readen ; and as 
the railioads constructed in the New England States, bear 
the most resemblance to the English. I have chosen for a 
comparison the railroads near Boston, for which the last an- 
nual reports of the railroad corporations in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts furnish the necessary data* 
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The average cost per mile of the above first four railroadsi 
with an aggregate length of 245 j miles is jCstg. 86,723 or 487,- 
706 doUars, while the average half yearly reeeipts of the rail- 
roads is 1 4,1 SO dollars per xule^ being at the rate ofjiftefu per 
cent, annually en the eoet ; at the same time the expendi- 
ture per mile of road was, for half a year, 676 dollars ; equal 
to 48 per cent of the gross revenue and leaving 7.359 dol- 
lars as the nett profit vi^ich is at the rate of 7 84-100 or 
nearly ei^hi per eeni. per year en the cett of the roade. 
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The average cost per mile of the fhat four railroads k 
44,894 dollars; the Eastern railroad has only been in oper^ 
tion through the year, on a length of 18^ miles, the cost of 
which portion will not materially difier from the average of 
44,394 dollars per mile. It therefore appears that the Eng- 
lish railroads ar? 4^ times more expensive than those near 
Boston. The latter have, however, for the greater part only 
single tracks* while the English railways have double tiadi* 
thronghouL 

The gross income per mile of road was 6,862 doUars^ or 
16} per cent, of the ceet of the roads, which is very near 
the same as on the English railways. The expenses per 
mile were 2,840 dollam, leaving a nett income per iniia 
4,022 dollars, or 9 per cent on the capital expended. While 
therefore the gross receipts bear the same proportion to the 
coet of the roads both here and in England, the expenses era 
less here, leaving a greater nett income in proportion to the 
capitol invested. 

It is a known fact, that the expenses on railroads do not 
increase in the same ratio as the tra^ increases, and the 
greater the latter therefore, (the<^harges for transportation re- 
maining the same) the better proportion will the nett profit 
bear to the gross receipts : that is, while the nett profit on the 
railroads in Massachusette is now 59 per oent^ diould tha 
trafiic increase fourfold, the nett profit wonld be 70 or noee! 



It therefore appears that although the raih'oads in England 

are constnieted at an enormous expense of 1 87,706 doDan ' per cent, of the gross receipts. Now as the groes receipts of 
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the English roads are four times as large as of those in Ma»- 
sachiiseets, the charges for transportation there being at least 
equally high, and the nett profit is only 62 per cent of the 
gross revenue, it is evident that the management of railroads 
in America is in a considerable degree cheaper than in Eng- 
land. K. 



Frctbet in Rtaode Island. 

Great Lom cf Life, 

We had yesterday and last night a tremendous fall of rain, 
attended with a heavy gale of wind from the south. We have 
heard however of no damage by them in the city, but in the 
neighbouring town of Johnston the freshets have been truly 
awful. 

About five oVlock this morning the water had become so 
much swollen in the vicinity of the manufacturing village 
known by the name of Simmonsville, and belonging to 
James F. Simmons, Esq., of Johntfton, that the embank- 
ments of the reservoir gave way, and the water immediately 
burst forth with tremendous power and impetuosity. Three 
or four houses, we learn, were carried oflf by the flood, and 
a number of lives lost; how many, it has yet been impossi- 
ble to ascertain amid the confusion of the dreadful scene ; 
but the person who came to Olneysville this forenoon, for 
the Coroner, says not less than nine, and perhaps as many 
as twenty. 

Besides the houses already swept away, several others 
were surrounded by the water, when we last heard from 
the scene of disaster; and it was feared they would also go, 
and that more lives might still be lost 

The stream below continued to ^well and roll on with 
fearful rapidity, up to our last accounts. The bridge near 
8prague*s establishment, at or near what is called Monkey 
town, has been swept away, and great fears are entertained 
for the safety of mills dec, on the stream. This is the most 
terrible disasteri by flood, that has ever occurred in this 8tate. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Half past 1 1 o'clock, A. M. — ^A gentleman direct from the 
fpot gives the following particulars : 

The dam was carried away, together with two dwelling 
houses, the factory, a store, a part of a grist mill. The 
number of pergons swept away with them about thirty — six 
of whom have been found alive, and six dead — the remain- 
der ate missing. Two or three houses are still surrounded 
by water, and the persons in them without any possibility 
of any one getting at them, or rendering them aid. 

Later, 1 o'clock, P. M. — We learn from a person directly 
from the scene of the disaster, that nineteen of the bodies of 
the unfortunate suf&rers had been found. 

2 P. M. — ^We have a report of one more dead body 
found — ^making t-weniy, 

Prov. (ii. Z) Herald. 



OBITUARY. 



By the decease of the distinguished Austrian Engineer, 
De Gerstner, the world of practical science has lost one of its 
most useful and distinguished members. When about to 
bring before the public the result of his examination of the 
public works of the United States, ho was attacked, in De- 
oember last, by the cHsease which finally terminated his fifSe, 

Fnahcis Asttroitt CnsvALTSR Dr Gsrstxrr was bom 
in Prague, in Bohemia, on the I7th of April, 1796, and was 
educated under the immediate superintendence of his father, 
the founder of the Polytechnic school at Prague, and one of 
the most distinguished practical mathematicians of his day. 
When but twenty H>ne years of age Mr. De Gerstner was ap- 
pointed Profeasor of Practical Geometry in the Polytechnic 
School of Vienna, which place he filled for six years. Dur- 
ing this period the project of connecting the Moldan with 
the Danube by a railroad, part of a great chsin to connect 
the German Ocean and the Bbck Sni, was agitated, and in 
1633 Mr. De Gerstner went to England to examine the in- 
ternal improvements of Uiat country. On his return having 
oMained a charter for the construction of a raibroad from 
Bodweb on the Moldan to Linli on the Danube, he actually 



commenced diis work at his own risk, and it was aobaeqiMnt- 
ly completed (in 1832) by a company. This road, the ficsl 
which was executed on the continent of Europe, is 130 
miles in length. 

In 1 829, Chevalier De Gerstner resumed the design com- 
menced many years before, of preparing for pubhcation a 
work on mechanics, containing the substance of his father's 
lectures and the results of his own practice. This work, 
notwithstanding its extent, being in three large quarto vol- 
umes,, and the number and expensive nature of the pbtea 
which accompany it, sold rapidly : an edition of three thou- 
sand copies having been soon disposed of in Germany. — 
The technical reviews and other scientific journals spoke in 
the highest terms not only of the matter of the work, bat of 
the manner of treating the diflerent subjects. 

In 1834, the Chevidier De Geratner visited Russia, and 
having infbrmed himself of the nature of the country and 
its resources, proposed to the present Emperor Nicholas m 
railroad between St. Petenburg and Moscow. Many obsta- 
cles presented themselves to the well execution of this plan, 
but the opening of a small portion of the road was determ^ 
ned upon, and the manner of its execution added new repu- 
tation to Mr. De Gerstner as an engineer. 

With a view to improvement in his profession the Cheva- 
lier De Gerstner made frequent visits to England, taking back 
to the Continent the useful information which he thus collect* 
ed. In 1 838 he put in execution a favourite project, that of 
visiting the United States, snd after travelling through Ger- 
many, Holland, France, Belgium, and England, act out for 
this country, which he leach^ in November of 18.18. 

Since that period he has visited all the principal public im- 
provements of the United States, and has collected fit>m per- 
sonal examination and free intercourse with the principal 
engineera. superintendents, and other officen having charge 
of the railroads and canals, and the management of the fiscal 
concerns relating to them, the most copious information of 
every kind in relation to the construction, management, and 
present state of these workiu These maferials it was his in- 
tention to place before the public of the United States and of 
Europe, in a work, the first psrt of which was nearly ready 
for the press when the illness which terminated his liife stop- 
ped him in his useful and distinguished career. He died at 
his residence in Philadelphia on Sunday the 12th 'uuL, leav- 
ing a bereaved family in a foreign land to the sympathy of 
comparative strangers. His body was attended to the oenuy 
tery at Laurel Hill by the many friends whom his merits and 
remarkable kindness of heart and mannen had already made 
for him. 

Mr. Grerstner was the author of the well known aitide 
comparing the Belgian and American railroads, which was 
published on page 1 19, VoL I. and which has appeared also 
in many other publications. He also wrote a series of letten 
from this country, furnishing various information reqsecting 
its public institutions and improvements, which first appear- 
ed in the newspapera ih Germany and was afterwaids collect- 
ed and published in a large pamphlet These letten are in 
German, and we diiok if translated, would deserve a re-pah- 
lication here. It is much to be regretted that the work upon 
which he was engaged, rdating to the internal improvemaotB 
of this country has been left in an unfinished state. 
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From the Albany Journal. 

Report of tlie Canal Board, 

In UMwer to resolutionfl of the Assemblj reepectinp the ca- 
nal debts and revenue*, and the enlargement of the Erie 
Canal, d^ 

To $h0 Honorable ike Mwembljf, 

The Canal Board hai receWed the two following reeolu- 
tfooe: 

•In Awombly, March 7, 1840. 

" Resolved, That the Canal Board he requested to report 
to this House, whether, in their opinion, any change can now 
be nnde, advantageously to the public interests, in the plan, 
dimensions or manner of execution of the work, adopted for 
the enlargement of the Erie canal, so as to lessen the expense 
of that work ; and also how long a period of time will be re- 
quired to complete, most advantageouvly to the public inter- 
ests, the enlargement of said canal ; and also what amount 
of tolls, at present rates, af^er deducting all expenses of ro- 
patis, superintendence and other charges, will in their opin- 
ion probably be received from all the navigable canals of 
this State, in each of the next seven years ; and also how 
much, in their judgment, the debt of this State can be in- 
creased during the next seven years, wi&out being obliged 
to resort to direct taxation or loans, to pay interest and de- 
ftmy the current expenses of the government ; and also at 
what period of time, and from what sources of revenue, the 
existing canal debt unprovided for, of #10,276,864, can be 
paid and extinguished without resorting to new loans or di« 
xect taxation for that purpotfe." 

« In Assembly, March 11, 1840. 

" Resolved, Tbilt the Carfal Board, in addition to the mat- 
ter specified in the resolution of this House of the 7th inst, 
be required to communicate to the Assembly their opinion 
of the extent to which aid may be rendered by the state to 
enterprises of internal improvement, by a loan of its stock, or 
otherwise, without impairing its resources to prosecute the 
canals now in progress, and without injury to its financial 
anangements." 

FuU answers on the subject of these inquiries might em- 
brace the whole system of mtemal improvement in this state, 
and our financial policy, in refierence to its resources, pre- 
aent and prospective ; and might include those general and 
extended viewa which would reach to posterity- The reso- 
lotions themselves, however, so fiir as they relate to revenue 
and debts, refer to the next seven years onJy ; a period when 
Ibe benefits of our internal commerce to be derived from an 
enlarged canal, will but have commenced, and will have been 
•eareely felt The last three inquiries in the first resolution 
■eem intended to exclude consulerations arising from the 
•completion of the enlargement, and to confine the attention 
cf the Canal Board to the present canals, in their present 
dimenaions. Although only a partial and incomplete view 
of the whole subject will bo obtained by such a mode of 
considering it, yet the Board will conform to the apparent 
Intention of the Assembly, and in their answer to those in- 
qniries will omit all consideration of resources to be derived 
from the completion of the enlarged canaL 

In the view which the Board has taken, it will be more 
eonveoMit to answer the inquiries in an order somewhat 
difiennt from that in which they are made, and which it is 



presumed will be equally satisfactoiy to the Assembly. The 
answers to all the (questions depend, in a greater or less de- 
gree, upon that which shall be given to the third, relating 
to the amount of tolls which may be received during the next 
seven years ; and indeed, until that is disposed of, many of 
them cannot be answered at all, and none of them fully .•^ 
The terms of that inquiry are, <^ what amount of tolls, at pre* 
sent rates, aAer deducting all expenses of repairs, superinten- 
dence and other charges, will, in the opinion of the Board, 
probably be received from all the navigable canals of thin 
state, in each of the next seven years ?" 

It will be observed that the inquiry relates to tolls only, 
and excludes rents from surplus waters, and all other incomo 
but the duties levied upon the transportation of property and 
panengers. It is also confined to the present rates, and 
therefore excludes from calculation any increase in the toUo 
upon any particular articles, which might be anticipated by 
a modification of those rates. It is obvious that all estimate* 
upon a future state of things must partake of the infiimity of 
all human calculations. Absolute certainty, as to the fntuiey 
is beyond the powers of mortal ken ; and yet there are mean* 
of approximation to it, furnished in the experience of the past, 
which if carefully used and rigorously applied, will lead tocon^ 
elusions as satisfactory as can reasonably be required in hn^ 
man afiairs, and as certain as those by which prudent and sa- 
gacious men are governed in the transactions of business. To 
these means the Board have had recoursa They have re- 
pressed all fancy, stifled all conjecture, and have rigidly con- 
fined themselves to a cold and severe analysb of figures, and 
to the application of well known fiibcts tint no one can con* 
trovert They wished to satisfy their judgments and not 
their feelings, and they have appraached the subject in the 
spirit which might be supposed to actuate a timid capitalist 
inquiring into 2ie profit and security of a proposed invesU 
ment 

The means referred to consist of the taUe " of moneys 
received and paid by the comnussioners of th9 canal fund on 
account of the Erie and Champlain canal fund, up to the 
30th September, 1838," which was prepared by the former 
commissioners and submitted to the liCgislature on the 8d 
January, 1839. It is table 27 of the Assembly Document 
No. 26 of that year. The third column of that table exhib- 
its the amount of tolls received in each year. This table is 
unperfect in one particular only. It gives the amount re- 
ceived in 1831 f6r only 9 months instead of a year. Thia 
was in consequence of a change in the fiscal year at that 
time. In order to render it complete for the purposes of 
comparison, the tolls received in October, November and 
December of that year have been ascerteined from the hooka 
of the treasury and added to those of the 9 months. The 
object is not to obtain the whole amount of tolls received 
since the commencement of the canals, hut to ascertain the 
amount received in each year, for the purpose of comparing 
it with other years ; and Uierefore the fact that the tolls of tho 
three months referred to are included in the receipts of botfi 
1831 and 1832, is of no importance. This table, thus cor- 
rected and completed by the addition of the receipts of the 
last year, as stated in the report of the commissioners of the 
canal fund for the present year, at page 7, document Now 
74, is the basis of all the estimates of the Board ; and lor diat 
reason, as well aa on account of ite importance, it is here 
presented. It should be remarked that it relates to tolls n^ 
ceived on the Erie and Champlain canals only, and givea 
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the amount, after deducting the expenses of collection, that 
is, the compensation of collectora and inspectors, and expen- 
ses of collector's officea 

TolU received from the Erie and Champlain CanaU, 

Table of tolls received from the Erie and Champlain ca- 
nals from 1825, when they were completed, to the 3oth of 
September, 1839, after deducting all expenses of collection : 

1826 ..$ 839,925 02 

1827, 849,032 07 

1828, 786,236 64 

1829. 763.527 91 

1830, 990,842 96 

1831 1,187,139 CO 

1832, 1,059,006 36 

1833, 1,.'?17,258 33 

1834, 1.305,573 14 

1835 1,395,306 26 

1836, 1,501,384 05 

1837 1,233.648 84 

1838, 1,365,506 80 

1839, 1,637,532 93 

Up to 1831, inclusive, the tolls are given for the political 
year ; subsequently, they are given for the fiscal year ending 
80th September. The charges of superintendence are not 
deducted from the tolls received, because those charges do 
not depend for their increase or diminution upon the same 
causes that aflect the tolls. Thus in 1836, when the tiills 
were $1,504,384 06. the charges of superintendence, &c. 
were $321.999 ; while in 1837, when the tolls were $1,233,- 
648 only, the charges of superintendence were $376,357 ; 
upwards of $i0,00u more than in 1836. 

This table, as already remarked, does not include the tolls 
veceivod from the lateral canals. Those tolls are less than 
the amount of interest upon the debts for their construction, 
and the charges of collection, repair and superintendence. — 
The deficiency is paid by the genend fund, nominally, but 
really, by the revenues of the Erie and Champlain canals, 
out of which $400,000 annually is paid to the treasury ; ex- 
ceeding by about $30,000 the whole amount of the deficien- 
des the past year. This table, therefore, furnishes the income 
hitherto derived from the canals, without any addition on 
Mcount of the tolls, or deduction on account of the deficien- 
cies on the lateral canals. 

Future Ttlli, 

From the materials furnished by the above table, the Board 
has endeavored to extract a rule for computing the future 
tolls. It will be seen that it embraces a term of fourteen 
years, during#rhich there have been various fluctuations in 
the business and currency of the country, and in which the 
tolls have indicated those fluctuations wiih unerring certain- 
ty. It is obvious that any calculation of future revenue 
which did not include and provide for similar changes, would 
be delusive. Hence, an estimate for one or two years, found- 
ed upon the receipts of the preceding year, would be unsound; 
and one for such a long term as would prevent the fluctua- 
tions being felt, would be equally fallacious. It was desirable, 
therefore, to find a term of time, which would include the 
changes that should be provided for, and yet not so long as 
to be beyond the reach of existing causes. The term of 
■even years, indicated by the resolution of the Assembly, pro- 
bably answers the purpose better than any other. Veiy great 
changes in the permanent sources of our trade, cannot be 
well anticipated within seven years; while the preceding 
table shows that it is sufficiently long to include great fluctu- 
ations in the amouni of trade as afi*ected by the general pros- 
perity of the country. A table has, therefore, been constructed 
for periods of seven years, founded upon the tolls received, 
astimating their increase at the rate of seven per cent in each 
year) and the result of this estimate is compared with the 
tolls actually received in the year to which the estimate re- 
fina. For the purpose of illustrating, by example, and fui^ 
nishing the opportunity to test its accuracy, the table is here 
given at large. 



In 1826, the tolls were $839,926 : 

in 7 years, at 7 per cent., they 

would be 

In 1833, that is, in 7 years, they 

were 

In 1827, the tolls were $849,032 : 

in 7 years they would be 

fn 1 834, they were 

In 1828, the tolls were $786,286 : 

in 7 years they would be 

In 1835, they were 

In 1 b29, the tolls were $763,527 : 

in 7 years they would be 

In 1836, they were 

In 1830, the tolls were .$990,843 : 

in 7 years they would be 

In 1837, they were 

In 1831, the tolls were $1,187,- 

139 : in 7 years they would be. 

In 1838, they were 

In 1832, the tolls were $1,059,- 

006 : in 7 years they would be. 
In 1839, they were 



$1,317,258 
1,305,573 
1,395,306 
1,504,384 
1,238,648 
1,865,506 
1,587,539 



$1,251^488 

i;265/)58 
1,17M93 
1,137,655 
1,476;)56 
1,766,897 
1,877,910 



Total tolls received $9,659,207 

Total tolls as estunated at 7 per 
cent, $9,648306 

It will be seen that there is a surprisbg coincidence be- 
tween the estimated revenue for any given seventh year, and 
the actual receipts in the year, and that the total of the actual 
receipts were greater than that estimated. With a view to 
test the principle of thus estimating for terms of yeaxi, lablea 
have been made foi terms of 5 years at 6 per cent, ten yean 
at 7 i per cent., and ten years, at 8 per cent, besides the one 
above given, and which have been calculated in the seme 
way. The results are shown in the following table. Op* 
posite the year, the amount that would be received, aoconling 
to the estimates, in that year, is given in columns, lAaling 
the period and the rate per cent, and in the last column the 
amount actually received in that year is given. When the 
table of tolls received does not enable the calculation to be 
made for the given number of years, no result is cairicd oat 



Year. For 5 years. 7 years. 

at 6 per ct. 7 p. c 
1831 1,091,902 
1839 1,103,742 

1833 1,022,107 1,251,488 

1834 993,585 1,265,058 

1835 1,288,096 1,171,493 

1836 1,543,281 1,137.655 
1887 1,376,703 1,476,356 

1838 1,712,435 1,768,837 

1839 1,697,245 1,577,919 



10 years. 10 years. Actual am. 
7^ p. c 8 p. c received. 

1,187,139 
1,059,006 
1,317,258 
1,805^8 
1,395,306 
1,469,869 1,511,165 1,504,384 
1,485.806 1,528,257 1,233,648 
1,375.913 1,415,2251,365,606 
1,336,173 1,374,349 1,5374^ 



The general comparative results are as follows : 
The total amount of the estimated income for 

the nine periods of 5 years, at 6 per cent., is $11398,101 

The actual amount in these years was 1 1,905,359 

Total estimated income for the seven periods 

of 7 years, at 7 per cent, is 9,648,805 

The actual amount received in the 7 specified 

years was 9,659,'307 

The total estimated income for the four peri- 
ods of ten years, at 7^ per cent., is. ...... • 5,667,761 

The actual amount received in the 4 gptd&ed 

years was • 6,641,068 

The total estimated income in the four periods 

of 10 years, at 8 per cent, is. 5,828,996 

The actual amount received was, as before,. . 5,641,066 

It is obvious, upon an examination of the fintgobg results 
that the nearest approximations to the actual income are thoae 
founded upon an estimate of nven per cent for seven yean, 
and of seven and a half per cent for ten yean. Thcee are 
80 nearly alike that they prove each other, and show ttmt the 
rate of Isenaae is in those propovtioos; It will be obsemd, 
that the greatest discrepancy between tha estioiatcsd ad to- 
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tatl ioeoms, is in IS37 and 1838, yean diMinguiibed (or 
the dcpraaioD of trade and Lhs duninulkia of ibe toUa. 

Ths Ciiul Board ii of opinion, that the eatinuUeof an in- 
creaae in an; given term of Ion yeara, atanen and a half per 
cenL in aacli year, upon the original aam, may be n&ly re- 
lied an. Il will be peicn*ed that in the Ibiir periodi ot Ihal 
term, which the retunu enabla n> to teat, the eatioialed in- 
creaM ii ^6,693 mora than the actual increeae. 

Applying the aame principle of enimate la the enautng 
Mtven year*, founded on the actual relarna of the preceding 
yean, Ihe following reaalt ia obtained : 
In IBjD, the amoont oftotla received vk* (990,643. 
lo 1840, at an increaaa of 7^ per cent, in each 

year.ilwould be fl,733,979 

In 13 M, the amount waatl.ier.lSa. 

In 1641, at 71 per cent, per annum it wouldbe 3,077,493 

In 1833, the amount nai {1,059,006. 

In 1842, at 71 par cent, il would be 1,833,361 

In 1833, tha amount was SI,3IT.358. 

In 1S43, at 7i per cent it wouU be S,30S,SOt 

In 1834, tha amoont wa* (1,305,373. 

In 1S44, *t 7 j per cent, it would be 2,3S4,Tfi3 

In 1835, tha amount waa (1,303,306. 

In I84S, at 7} per ocnu it would be S,441,7e6 

In 1836, the amount waa tl,604;!84. 
Inl846,atrjparcent.il woukl be 5,633,672 

,(16,339,140 



To aoable the Aaembly to judge of the ntiiBalaa foonded 
vpoa difierant rUioa of incieaae, the firilowing table hai been 
ptiapared, Aowing the probable amaualoflolli in each of the 
' i| aevan yean, at tha difierent ralea which have been 



Eatimaled amoont of tolla in each ot the neit aeven yean. 
at different ratea of increaaa, upon tlie amounts actually 
raceited in former yeara. 





Am. at an 


Aoualan 


An,..! an 


Amalan 




inoeaaeof 


increaaa of 


indMaeoT 


boreaaeor 




Sparct. 


7perct 


7iperot. 


8perc«.t 




forSy. 


for7y. 




for 10 y. 


Mm 


1,813,898 


1,963,714 


1,733,976 


1,783,517 




1,9S8.«97 


1,946.304 


8,077,493 


3,136,860 


1843 


1,603.745 


S,0T9.0a3 


1,853,361 


1,906.5 U 


1S43 


1,775,158 


2,841.633 


3303,301 


2,371,064 


m44 


1,998,793 


1,838,136 


3,284,758 


2,360,031 


IMS 




2,0S4,604 


3,441,788 


2.511,551 






3,290,933 


3.632,673 


2.707,891 



e whidt cammenda tbia eatimate 
bvorable eonaidaration, that while there i> a iteady inereaae 
In Ihe whole term of aeian yeara, it ii not a regular and bt' 
tifidal one, but !c preciaely like Ihoee which have occurred, 
leia in ooi year than in anotheij and the proportionate in' 
civaae ia lea than waa actnally realized in the aame periudi 
dirring the time of which we have letnma. The beat raflec 
tioTU which tlie board have been able to beftow on the auh 
ject, induce them lo bdieve thai lumi net vaiyingesacDtially 
Eram thoae above estimated, upon an increase of aeven and a 
half per cenLfor ten yeara, wiU be conacted in each of the 
next seven yean ; and that at oil evpnta the total amount of 
inereaae in that time, urill not vary fixmi tha preceding cali- 
BMte. Of eonrae it wiU not be nndentood that the Board 
ajtpael Iheae precia* mma will be realiiad, bat tbat tha ap- 
prosiDuiion to them will be sufficiently near to ji 
al caleulatioo. There an some geanral coiufoi 



Mectlerated Farce of Ttlii, 
1. There ia an accelerated force, acquired by the laiga 

amount lo which the tolli have already arrived ; there ia a 
larger element of eijansion, and other circuindiancci being 
■imitar, (here is every reaion In anticipate a greater ratio of 
inereaae upon the 91,630.000 of present tolla, than upon the 
(763,637 that waa collected ten year* ago. Trade begets 
trade; exchange <>f cammodiliea, will produce still greater ex- 
change, particularly as Ihe commodities Ihemselve* augmenL 
The channel! of builness fumishnl by the canelg have be- 
come known, and are fumiliur. They are settled, and people 
adipl themsrivea and their tniniaclioni to Ihem. The ten- 
dency of internal trade towarila these channels is regular and 
•tcady, and aceruB independent of thoae cBiiies which affect 
other intcieitg. All experience has ehown that the greater 
the facility stTarded for ibe transportation of penons or pro- 
perly, the mote fmnlliar the avenues of communication be- 
come, and the mora firmly and extensively the arrangementa 
of buMineas are established the greater will be Ihe increase oF 
business don«, even beyond what may be considered ihenala- 
ral aourcea of supply. 

JV™ Channelt of C«nm«mcalitn. 

3. New Channela oTcomaunicatioD are continually opao- 
ing to our great thoroughfare. Not only in our own Stats 
are theao appearing in the region of country within reach of 
the canals m the form of roads, but in the Western ^ute* 
every new commuoicadon ia made with special reietcius lo 
the uie of our great highway. Within the last few yaatt, 
the Ohio eaaal.froni Cleveland to Portsmouth, has beencon^ 
pleted, and we are but jusi beginning to feel its effect*. In 
1 938. there arrived on that canal, at Cleveland, which u known 
to be the port on Lako Erie, that communicates directly with 
Bufblo, Ibc entrance of our canal, 387,465 barrels of flour, 
and 1,329,012 busheb of wheaL Reducing the whole la 
flour, al 5 bushels of wheat to the barrel of flour, would 
make 633,361 barrels of flour. In 1839 there arrived at tbs 
same place, 364,887 barreli of flour, and I,3I6.)12U bushel* 
of wheal, which being reduced into flour as before, shows 
568.051 barrels of flour. This ia more than one-half lhs 
quantity of Sour delivered at Troy and Albany. It is known 
that a large portion of the last year's crop has not come to 
market, which accounts for tha small inereaae from 1838 to 
1 839, on the Ohio canal. Other canals «e in pirgreaa in 
Ohio. 

Indiana is engaged in the prosecution of a work, second 
only in extent and importance to our own Erie canal, whlidi 
is lo connect the rich valley of the Wabaah with Ihe south- 
western extremity of Lake Erie, and which will open a di- 
rect communication with that lake from the most productive 
and papulous portions of Indiana, and from an important 
part of Illinois. Of this work, aeveuty miles are completed 
end in operation ; and 44 miles are m progreu and will b« 
completed by the month of June neit; requiring only the 
sum of (100,000 for that purpoae. The State of Ohio is 
pledged lo continue the canal to Lake Erie, a distance of 90 
miles within her own borders; and although her other public 
works are suspended or delayed, her Legislature has directed 
that this shall be flnifbed at all events. Authentic informa- 
tioa reeentty received by one of the Board gives confident 
assurance that the whole distance from La Fayette on iba 
Wabash to Lake Erie will be completed during the present 
year. By the completion of this link in the chain, there will 
be established a direct communication between the Erie ca- 
nal and the lower portion of tlie valley of Ihe Ohio, TIm 
rich producta of thia communication which hinds logethar 
the dtiiens of Indians, Illinois, Ohio and New York, wiU 
be shared by them in common, and ita effect mnat be lo giv« 
a new and vigorous impulse to the indsaae of our trade with 
the wed. In fact, every railroad, canal or other avenue that 
ia opened to Lake llrie by the western ?ute* and lerriuries 
is but an extension of out canaL There are many olhei 
tacts bearing on this subject ; but tha Boanl oontcnt tbeat> 
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hkmI eflectaal means to transport their sarplos products to 
the inland seas by which they are surrounded. 

Incretue in the articlet which cotuHiute Freight, 

3. An increase in the articles which constitute the freight 
deoending to tide water may be confidently expected. 

Coal, 

First, The article of coal. A railway has recently been 
finished which connects the coal mines at Blossburgh in 
Pennsylvania with the Chemung canal, and thus opens a di* 
sect communication with the Erie canal. This cosd is repre- 
sented by those who have used it, as equal to the Pictou, for 
manufacturing and domestic purposes. It is bituminous, 
bums remark£^ly clear and free, and yields an intense heat. 
Persons interested in the mines assert that 1,000 tons can be 
excavated and delivered at the Chemung canal in a day. — 
From inquiries made by the board, it is believed that by a 
proper adaptation of (he tolls, this coal may be brought even 
to tide water and compete successfully with the foreign arti- 
cle. At all erents it can be introduced to a great extent in 
the manufacture of salt, and into domestic use along the 
whole line of the canal, and in places within a reasonable 
distancefrom.iL This article has also been brought during 
the last year from Ohio and exchanged for salt An enter- 
prising individual engaged in this trade is of opinion, that by 
arrangements with the proper authorities of Ohio reciprocal 
rates of toll may be established by us upon their coal, and 
by them upon our manufactured salt, which will so cheapen 
the transportation of both, as to promote the consumption of 
bodi articles and materiaDy increase the canal revenues of 
each State. 

SaU. 

Second the article of manufactured salt There is a mani 
fiost increase in the quantity of this article. The returns of 
the last year show an increase over the preceding year of 
9,593 tons cleared from the dlEerent offices; and although 
there have been fluctuations, yet there has been a steady aug- 
mentation. 

If fuel can be cheapened, there is little doubt that the 
manu&cture will be augmented, so as to supply not only an 
extensive region at the west, and possibly it may compete 
with foreign salt at tide water. It is already successfully 
competing with the salt manufactured in the south-west In 
the report of the Board of Public Works of Ohio for the last 

?far, some important facts appear in relation to this subject 
n 1838 there was cleared at Cleveland to pass south on the 
canal, 63,465 barrels of salt, and in 1839, there was cleared 
At the same place 109,916 barrels; an increase that can be 
accounted for only by the article being found better adapted 
for use than that produced nearer, and by its being upon the 
whole dieaper. In tracing it through the returns from the 
different offices on the Ohio canal, it appears to be distribuled 
veiy regularly along the whole line, and even at Portsmouth, 
where the canal unites with the Ohio river, there arrived in 
1839, 17,029 barrels of salt It is evident from these facts, 
that our salt is destined to supply the Ohio market. How 
much further it will penetrate, depends upon the facilities af- 
forded for its transportation upon the rates of toll that may 
be imposed upon it, in this and other States, and upon the 
cheapness of its manufacture. The region which it now 
supplies, and those which it will probably supply, are increas- 
ing in population and agricultural improvement, and of course 
augmentmg the demand for an article not of luxury, but of 
absolute necessity. Every bushel yields double profit to the 
State: first in the duty of six cents upon the manufacture, 
«nd aecondly, ui the tolls upon its transportation* 

Flour and Wheat. 

Thirdly. The articles of flour and wheat As the West- 
ern States and territories which must use our canals in con- 
veying their produce to market, increase in population, and 
become exporters of their produce, the tonnage must necess- 
arily mcrease. Without now pursuing this sut^ect in its de- 
tails, it will be sufficient to show the truth ot the remark, 
i the justtipss of. anticipated increase to a Iax|^ amount, 



to refer to the instance of the State of Michigan. In ooih 
sequence of the great flood of emigrants constantly poonog 
into that State, it became a market for the bread stofi and 
other provisions of Ohio which were consmned by the new 
settlers. This continued until the last year, when for the 
first time, Michigan became an exporting Slate, and lent to 
Buflalo wheat to a considerable amount Thus a dooUe 
accession is made to our canal tran^)ortetion. FinA, tlis 
wheat, flour andprovinons of Ohio, no longer finding a mar- 
ket at the west, must proceed to New York. The annud 
statistical report of the Ooounissioners of the Canal Fund, 
communicated to the Sepate during its present senoa. Doo- 
ument No 63, particularly statement 8, shows 38,5(33 tons of 
flour arriving at Bufialo and Black Rock, during the Isit 
year, and an increase in the quantity over the previous yev 
of 22,636 tons. The same cause must continue to produoe 
the same results. 2d. The new States, like Michigan, intfesd 
of being consumera, will become exporters of their own pro- 
ducts. As the lands are cleared, as population increawi, si 
additional laborers are employed in agriculture, these pro- 
ducts must go on augmenting and multiplying to an extent 
which it is impossible to calculate, and which can be tioiitcd 
only by the wants of a market The eastern part of thii 
State, the dty of New Yoik, and above all, the New Eng- 
land States fuxnish a market nearly as illimitable as the mp- 
ply. The manufocturers of the east furnish the equivalenti 
of exchange for the bread stuJEGi of the west The onemorf 
be fed, and the other must be clothed and provided with iron, 
glass, and other innumerable articles, the product of Ameri- 
can labor. This trade, to which we barely allude, and do 
not undertake to describe, must pass through our great tho- 
roughfore. It appears to the Board, that it can only be ne- 
cessary to ask the attention of any reflecting mind to this 
trade, to induce a firm conviction, that so long as the phjtt- 
cal wants of man remain the same, and the rdative poaitiaa 
of the east and tho west continue, there must inevitdily be a 
steady and regular increase in the tonnage of our canals, and 
of course in tibe income; and for the reasons ajreedy giwPi 
this increase mast be in a greater ratio in the ensuing sawn 
years, than in any former period. 

There is ono important consideration in this connenon 
that must not be omitted. The more distant the point at 
which any freight enters the Erie canal, the greater will be 
the tolls upon it A ton entering at Bufialo pays more flian 
double the amount that would be charged on it if entering 
at Syracose. Of course, all the flour, provisions, and heavy 
freight which may be shipped firom the west fo Buf&lo» ii 
doubly valuable as a source of revenue, to that obtained eart 
of the middle point of the canal. In this view of the aubjac^ 
it wilt be seen that the increase during the last fourteen yesrs 
in the revenues from the trade on the canab, which has bees 
internal, and mostly confined to the products of our ovm 
State, altogether fails as a measure of the augmentation tq be 
derived from the tolls on products from Ohio, Michigan, and 
other western and south-western States. 

Again, the same course of remark is applicable to "*"^2u 
disc ascending the canal That which proceeds to BniWt 
of course pays a larger amount of toll than that which atofs 
at any other point In the proportion in which the western 
States furnish flour fiw the New York market, will be w" 
ability to procuro merchandise. The tolls upoait svs dcu- 
ble those upon the descending frdghls ; and as it increases, 
the revenues from that source augment in this laige piopov 

There are other causes which may afifect this question « 
increase ; but a desire to render this report as brief as pos»- 
bloi and to present those views only which are of a practtail 
character, and bearing directly and palpably upon the "ob- 
ject, induces the Boud to omit the consideration of thoy 
causes. In reference to those which have been discussedf 
viz. 1st, the accelerated increase in conseqnence of the laige 
amount of business already done on the canals ; 2d, the open* 
ing of new channels of communication with our great tho- 
roughfare ; and 3d, an augmentation in those articles, ^i^ 
from their bulk and weight, and from their being *™n^'<^ 
the greatest distances, produce the largest amount of tolJ% 
such as bread stufih, provisioua^iaU imd eoal, and thewtw* 
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merchandise for the western States, the Canal Board find 
every reason for belteTing that ^e estimate of the probable 
income for the next seven yean, which they have given, will 
be more than realized. Indeed, it is their firm belief that 
Iboee estimates are underrated, and that the arithmetical ratio 
of increase which they have presented, is too narrow for the 
new. natpral, and as they beKeve inevitable causes which 
win intervene, constantly accelerating the augmentation of 
bosiness on the canals. 

Canal Debt. 

The next inquiry in the retolutaon of the Assembly, 
which seepM most properly to follow that already answerad, 
isas follows : ** At what period of time, and from what 
■otteose of mventM can the ^10;876,864 of eanal debt un- 
pioviddl for, be paid and eKknguiahed, withool new loans, 
or direct taxation for that purpose V* 

.The above amount of debt if taken from the report of the 
Commissioners of the Canal Fund, at p. 38, where the whole 
amount outstanding is stated at f 13,469,3^8 60 

The sum for which provision 

is owde>ie there ftatedat.#3,192,634 38 
But from this should be do* 
ducted the amount redeem- 
ed eiaoe the dose of the 

fieoalyear. 34,976 38 

9,167,568 94 



$10,301,839 66 
T0iHiioh shoQld be added the eaiDatU of 

the recent loen, » 600,000 00 



Present amount unpovided for,. ... . $\6fi0ifid9 66 
This debt becomes redeemable in the following sums, and 
at the following periods i 

Afrer 1st July, 1845, 13,36^,536 66 

do. do. 1846,. 671,30400 

dbb ^a, 1949, 87,000 00 

4e. do. 1890, 1,356,000 00 

do. do. 1854, (leeent loan,) 600,000 00 

After 1865 4,000,000 00 

Aftarl860 2,035,000 00 



#10,^01,889 66 
Hie only eonreee from which diis debt can be paid, witli- 
o«t new loens or direct taxation, are the revenuee of the 
ctfNils. The period of time at whioh it can be paid and ex- 
tiag a ish ed, depends npoatlie aorplos of those levenues over 
and above the ptesent ekugm upon diem, and those which 
itii weH known willadst 

Uadev existing laws, the following earns most be annually 
applied, from tlks revenues of the canals, to the following pur- 



By chapter 856, of the lawe of 1880, the OommisBioneri 
of theCisial Pond are diiacted eannally to loan to the Treop 
eaiT, #400,000 00 

Oat of this sum the defideneies in the revo- 
noee of ihe hteral canals, to pay the interest 
on their debt, and the expenses of repeirs and 
evperfartendenee, are to be paid. The interest 
OB theae debts being thae provided for, that on 
the loan for the enlargement of the Siie canal, 
#4^000,000, ai^ on the kian for the Onekia 
Ti^srhnpiovenient, remains to be provided for. 
Tlds interest amounleenoually to 301,350 00 

To which shouk) be added the inteieiton 
di0 recent kNui of |600»000, 30;)00 00 

Ptesent anmid diarges #631,260 00 

Aasumtng' the annual average charge for 
eilpeiintHidence-and repaim of thc^ canals, not 
pmUed for, to be 600^000 00 

The total annual charge en the lavenoea will 
ba «<...,....«..«,«.#1,13U3&0 00 

Tliis estimate for superintendence and fcpfuni u believed 
to;be nuich more than will be required. They have not in 



any year amounted to that sum ; and there ia every 
for believing that they will hereafter be less than they have 
been. The improv^ construction of the enlarged canal, 
with an express vi^ to permanency, will render it less liable 
to injury ; and the manner in which the streams that here- 
tofore emptied into it, and now conducted under it, will pie- 
vent itB being filled up with the deposites of those streams^ 
and will secure its banks firom injury by their irregularities. 
The dangers anticipated from breaches will be thus consider- 
ably obviated, while the establishment of guard-gates at con- 
venient distances, will prevent any extensive injury; and 
where the enlargement is not contemplated, old and deeayed 
fitnictures are or will be replaced by those of more durable 
character. There is therefore no good ground for anticipating 
that so large a sum will bo required hereailer to keep the 
canals in order. But, on the principle which has guided the 
Board in all their estimates on this subject, of taking amounts 
that will certainly be safe, they have put down this expense 
at the above sum. 

According to the estimates before given of the amount of 
tolls which will be received in each of the next seven yean^ 
the total amount of the tolls received up to the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1846, will be #i6;339,l40 

The amount of annual charges is estimated 
above at 1 1,1 3 1,250 per year; amounting in 
seven years to 7,918,750 

Leaving a balance of. #7,410,390 

The principal of the debt, redeemable in 1845 
and 1846, ia 2,933,839 

Leaving a balance of #4,476,661 

The debt due in 1849 of SW7,000, vroold of couiee be 
easily met by the revenues of diat or the preceding year. 

The debt of #1,366,000, redeemeble m 1860, would not 
amonnt to the surplus revwiue of the year. The amiuai in* 
come fiir the then ensuing five years, even aasaming that tt 
would not be greater than that estimated for the year 1840, * 
would be more than double the emoont of debt redeemable 
in 1864 and 1866, which is #4,600,000 ; end the income of 
the intervening five years to 1860, would be three or four 
timee the debt redeemable in that year, amounting to 
#3,036,000. 

In answer to thie inquiry, therefore, the Canal Board hae 
no hesitation in expressing their opinion, that the exiMllig ' 
canal debt tmprovkled for, can be paid and extingoished, 
without new loens or direct taxation for that oorpoee, from ' 
the revenues of the canals, at the respective penode when the 
several portions. of .that debt beoeme redeemable, and srifl 
leave a large surplus fat othOr purposes; At the close of the 
frsoal year, 1 846, in their judgment, that surplus, allowing foir 
all contingences, will neitfidl short of fotir millions of doUariL 

With regard.to the mode.of paying- the d^t;- its gndual 
extinguishment by the pun^hase of portions of stock in each 
of a fow successive years, is preforable to the payment of a 
large amount in any one year. After seeing the viewe of 
the Canal Board in mforence to the other subJMli of tnqaliy; 
the Legisbtore w«ll pos sess more matenals for ds t ei ud imig 
whether such purchase .should oommence piavioos to the - 
time when any specific amount of debt becomes ledeemable^ 
or at, ar subsequent to, that time. 

/few fttueh the debt of thie State can he increaeed miktMi 
reeert to direct taxation or ioantt 

The next inquiry which the Boerd propose to consider is 
the 4th in the resolution, ^ how much m their iadgment, tli» 
debt of this State can be increased during the next seven 
years, vdthout being obliged to resort to direct taxation os 
loans, to pay interest and defiay the current expenses of the 
gDvemmentI" 

A subject of expenditure is stated in this inquiry, of whidi 
the Board has n6 other means of judging than such as ai9 
possessed by ^very member of the Legislature, viz : the cur* 
rent expenses of government They are in their nature floo* 
tuaUng and uncertain : the amount depending on the appio* 
priations made by the Legislature, In the ComptroUec'f Igai . 
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annual report, pb 7 and 8, the ezponaet of the goremmentfor 

the ensuing year, are estimated at $899,911 13 

And the revenue at p. 7, at 479,450 00 

430,461 13 
To the revenue should be added 
Balance of loan of $400,000 not paid the last 

ycar,8eep.21 $56,021 17 

The loan for the ensuing year 400,000 00 

466,021 17 
Ho that unless extraordinary appropriations are made, the 
means already provided will defray the expenses of govern- 
ment The debt which the General Fond owes to the Bank, 
Common School and other funds whose moneys it has used, 
do not form any part of the current expenses. Should it be 
desired to make provision fur those debts,, or the ordinary 
debts of the treasury, it is believed that ample means will be 
found in the canal revenues to secure the interest on any loan 
that may be necessaiy, and to extinguish the principal. In 
answer to that part of the inquiiy, the Board is of opinion 
that there can be no necessity to resort to loans or to direct 
taxation to defray the cufient expenses of the government, 
whether the State debt is increased or not ; and that no in- 
crease of debt will diminish the existing means to defray 
those expenses so long as the annual appropriation of $400|- 
000 is made to the treasury. 

The inquiry of the Assembly, therefore, resolves itself into 
th|s : how much can the debt of the State be increased, with- 
out resorting to loanft, to pay the interest oin such debt and 
on the existing amount of State stock 1 

In the estimate of the means of paying the debts of the 
State for the next seven years which have already been given, 
it will, be reoottected tl»t the whole interest on the existing 
debt was provided for, and also the $400,000 annually to the 
treasuiy ; and that the balance of income only, after deduct- 
ing all chaigea of superintendence, dec was applied to the 
exUnguisfameni of the principal of the debt; and it will also 
be recc^lected that the surplus thus obtained, it was believed 
w^ld amount in the next seven years to $4,476,551, after 
paying nearly three millions of debt which would be redeem- 
able within that time, and all, that by the terras of the loans 
oould be paid before 1849. 

nia surplus, as it would be annually xealiiedf would pay 
the interest, at the nte of 6 per cent, on a debt of fifteen 
millions of dollan, incurred during the next aeven yeaiSy as 
will appear from the following calculation : 
For 8 millions in 1840, at 6 per cent, the in- 
terest in that year would be $180,000 

Fer 3 mUUonatn 1841, $180,000 to be added 

lo the interest of that year 860,000 

For 3 millions in 1843, the like addition to the 

interest of that year 540,000 

For 3 millioiis in 1843, $130,000 to be added 

|o the interest of that year 660,000 

For 3 miUions in 1844, the like addition for in- 

.tenst Of that year 780,000 

Fer 3 millions in 1845, do. do. 900,000 

The aame interest fiw the year 1846 900,000 

$4,820,000 
Or the same surplus will pay the interest, at the rate of 5 
per eent, on a debt of twenty-one n^ons of dollars, rneorred 
during the next seven years, as will appear from the follow- 
ing calculation ; 

For 3 millions in 

1840, at 5 per cent the interest of that year $1 50,000 

18141, do. $150,000 to be added for that year . . . 300,000 

1843, do. do. do. .... 450,000 

1848, do. do. do 600,000 

1844, do. do. do. .... 750,000 

1849, do. do. do 900,000 

1846, do. do. do. .... 1,050,000 



$4,200,000 

mk mode of taking the aggregate surplus in the whole 

m^ yiti% and i^iplying it to the aggregate intereat to be 



paid in the same time, is, in the opinion of the Board, to be 
m<Nre relied on, than to take the estimated income for each 
year and apply it to the intereet of that year, becauee it pro- 
vides for the fluctuations of each year by balancing them. It 
takes the years of de pr e ssi on and of adivance, as the retoms 
show they have heretofore been, and as they may be her^ 
afUr, and averages them. It undoubtedly may so happea, 
that the income of any given year, may not be equal to the 
average, and not adequate to pay the interest on the fc)ons 
previously contracted, and at the same time justify a new loan 
to the anticipated amount But if any reliance is to be pieced 
on the histoiy of the past, a depression in one or two years 
is sore to be followed by an advance in succeeding yean; 
and if any event occurs to disturb the natural and ordinaiy 
course of business, and calculated to prevent the anlieipated 
amount of tolls, the Legislature vrill be aware of such evwt 
and ita consequences, and wiH liout the amount of the loans 
for the year aooordingly. 

Sittking" FufuL 

It is to be observed, however, that in the above oompatn- 
tion there are large surpluses, partienlariy at the beginnin g 
of the series of seven years, which, by being invested, will 
be in a course of accumulation, and that tms aecnm^ted 
amount is not taken into the aooount Thns in the year 

1840 the estimated uieome wiU be $1,783,975 

Deduct annual ehargei^ as before 1,181,360 

And the nett surplus win be...... 603,738 

For that year the interest on 3 millions at 6 per 
cent is 18OJ00O 

^^^"^^-^^■^ 

Leaving a sum of $423,736 

Which being invested at 5 per cent ibr 6 yean^ 
would pn^uoe . . .' $566,491 

» • • * * 

Cakulations have been made in the aame wi^ for eadl 
year, including 1846, from which it appean that theaa «n 
nual surpluses, with Uie proceeds of their investment at 5 
per cent, after paying all charges and the intereat on the 
debt of 1 5 milliona, at 6 per cent, will produce, in 1846, the 
sum of $3,375,172 ; and that the same surplusea, afier de- 
ducting all charges and the interest on 21 millions at 5 per 
cent, will, with the proceeds of their investment at 6 p« 
cent, produce, in 1846, $8,753,880. Either of theee ans» 
will be neariy safiicient to pay the existing debt, whidi be- 
comes redeemable in 1846 ; or, if applied to the paymanl 
of interest on new loans, they would justify such loani, be» 
yond the amount already atated. But as theee eniploses maf 
be eonaidered contingent, the Board do not rely on thett Id 
their estimate of the amount of new loans that may aaft^ 
be made within the next aeven yean ; and yet any view i 
the aubject which did not include them would be ineompiali^ 
and they may fairly be refomd to ae contingent meaaa for 
supplying any deficiencies in the estimated income, and 
thereby strengthen the confidence that may be tepeafd In 
thoee estimates, which have been made independrnt of tiiase 
surpluses. 

But it may be more satisfactory to aee the estimated in- 
come of each year applied to the payuent of the intensl en 
the estimated debt, which will be ehaigeahle to that year; 
and for that purpoee the following table is prepared. 

Estimated income founded on an ineraaea of 7i per eent 

in ten yean for 1840, was $lJ93fi75 

The annual charge before stated, 

was $1,131,350 

Interest on $3,000,000 at 6 per eent 1 80,000 

1^11,360 

Surplus, $433,736 

Estimated income es before, for 1640, $3,07rr49S 

Annual charges, $1,131,350 

Interest on $6,000,000, at 6 per 

cent . . . .; 360,000 

1,491,350 

Sorphie, $686,^43 
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Eftimiited moom« M iMlbi^ for 1842, #1^8;m1 

Annual chaigef, fl,131»250 

IntAKft on $tf ,000,000, tt nz per 
cent, 640,000 

i,eri,260 



Snrplos,. $183,011 

EftimBtad income m before, for 1843, $tl,305,301 

Annual chargee, $1,131,350 

Intereet on $11,000,000, at liz per 

oent, 660,000 

1,791,360 



Bnrplnf, $513,951 

£ilimatedinoonieaabefoie,forl844, $3,284,762 

Annnal chaigea, $1,181,350 

LUerert on $18,000,000, at six per 

cenL, 780,000 

1,911,360 



Burploa, $873,603 

Eatnnatod income aa before, for 1846, $3,441,786 

Annual chaisea, $1,131,360 

Imaiwt on $15,000,000, at aix per 

eant» 900,000 

3,031,360 



earplna, $410,636 

Balimated income aa before, for 1846 $2,633,673 

Annual chargea, $1,131,260 

IntaNat on $16,000,000, aa before, 900,000 

2,031,350 



Sorplaa, $601,433 

A rirailar calcaktion apon a debt of twenty-one milUona, 
ai 6 per cent, incurred in the next aeren years, ahowa the 
foOtfvnng aurplua in each year above the annual ehargea, and 
tile intereat chargeable upon the year. 

In 1840, the aurplua would be $463,735 

In 1841, do. do. 646,248 

In 1843, do. do 272,011 

In 1843, do. do 673.961 

In 1844, do. do 403,503 

In 1845, do. do 410,636 

In 1846, do. do 461,433 

The irregularity of the amptua ia owing to that of the in- 
come, wlii<^ being calculated aa before atated, upon the in- 
ijome of the preceding tenth year, ▼ariea with it 

Upon theae aurpluaea, after paying all chaigea and the 
inlerait upon the eatimated debt of fifteen millione at 6 per 
eent, and alao in the other caae, after paying the interest 
upon the eatimated debt of twenty-one miUiona, at 5 per cent. 
the aakmlationa hereinbefore stated were made of the aggr»- 
gate of their investment, at the end of 1846. The same cal- 
cnlation, of course, appiiea to thia mode of determining the 
ability of die State to sustain a given debt, by applying the 
estimated income of each year to die intereat and other 
ehargea payable in that year ; and there ia the same reason 
to rely on the proceeds of such investment as a contingent 
msena of aupplving any deficiendea in the eatimated income. 
It may be nown that without any increaae whatever in 
the tolla of the next two years, over the amount received 
during the laat year, they will be aufBclent to pay the intereat 
of a debt of three millions, at 6 per cent, contracted in each 
of those years. The revenuea of the last year, after deduct- 
ing expenaea of collection, vrere $1,537,683 

The annual diargea, $1,181,350 

Xntenat on three miUiona, 180,000 

i 1,811,350 



Soiplns, $236,388 

Ooppoaing the revenuea for 1841 to be the aame, $1|537,632 

The annual chaigea, $1,131,360 

Imeraat on mx rnDfions, 860,000 

1,491 ;250 



k view la presented for the purpose of evincing the 
entire safety of an estimate 6f three millions a year for the 
next five yeara, or of fifteen millions within the next seven 
years, even at 6 per cent intereat But we trust that the 
certainty of an increase, at least corrfsponding with that 
which haa uniformly prevailed since the completion of the 
canals, haa been shown to the aatisfaction of every reasona- 
ble inquirer. That increase, founded upon a strict arith- 
metical proportion* in which no allowance ia made for new 
causes of augmentation, haa been shown to be adequate to 
the pajrnient of all charges, and of the interest upon a debt 
of fifteen miUiona at 6 per cent, or twenty-one millions at 
6 per cent, incurred during the next seven years, and yet to 
leave large surpluses, which, if invested, would reduce the 
existing debt to a large amount In addition to all thla, 
causes have been pointed out which must produbc An aug- 
mentation of our canal revenuea, much beyond th'e' arithme- 
tical proportion of former yeara. In the i^pirit in Which tiua 
whole inquiry haa been conducted, with a rigid determina- 
tion to be governed only by facts, and constantly making 
large and liberel eatimates of charges upon the ' revenues, 
the Canal Board has been unable to diacover any ground for 
doubting the correctness of the reaulta above exhibited. In 
every view, therefore, which they are able to t^e of the 
aobject in their deliberate judgment, the debt of this 8ta(e 
can be increased fifteen millions of dollars, at an interest of 
aix per cent., during the next seven years, or tw^taty-one 
millions, at an intereat of five per cent^ without' being 
obliged to resort to direct taxation, or to loans Co pay 
interest, end defray the current expenses of Government; 
and they add, that there cannot, m their opinion, be^ doubt 
that the revenues of the canals, during the intervening time 
between the making of such loans and the period of their 
redemption, if sueh time bo the usual one of fifteen to 
twenty years, will be abundantly adequate to exdnguiah 
the principal. Aa the terma of the reaolution do not re- 
quire the reasons for this opinion, the Board abstain from 
giving them any further than by the remark, that Chey mny 
easily be found by applying a principle of increase upon 
future income, similar to that which they have adopted in 
relation to the past 

Loant. 

It is proper to remark that the present condition of (he 
money market in Europe, justifies the belief that loans can 
be obtained to a reasonable amount of 5 per cent' interest, 
by any State which can satisfy capitaliats that it haiT a steady 
income, independent of taxation, more than sufficUnt to 
pay interest on any sum it may borrow, and to e^ttingubh 
the principal when it becomea redeemable ; and which also 
evinces its regard to public faith and justice, by feippropriat- 
ing such income to those purposes. A discrimln&tibn be- 
tween the varioua American aecurities is made in England; 
and while the stocks of Statea possessing no income, or one 
quite inadequate, are received with distrust, those of a dif- 
ferent character will command confidence. It is believed 
that ignorance of the resourcea of this State, or an incapacity 
to appreciate them, can alone prevent free investment in omr 
Btocka. As that ignorance ia dispelled, the money which ia 
constantly seeking permanent aecurity, will demand our 
atocks^ e^iedally in the absence of any issued by the United 
States. For these and varioua reasons which might be 
suggested, it ia believed that 5 per cent stocks of this State 
can be negotiated soon at par, or nearly so. 

ConcluHon in next number, 

 • a I 

ManufactureM in Egypt* — Among other instances of the 
improved state of manufacturea in Egypt, it is said thnt 
thne are now 30,000 linen looma, 7000 cotton lobmai end 
4,600 woollen looma ui varioua establishments in that conn* 
try. At the same time the corn and other vegetable pn>* 
ducts of Egypt are on the increaae. 



Printing in the Uniied Statei,—AeeotdiDg tv an eat^ 
mate made aometime since, by the New Bedfo^ Mereuxyv 
the printing buaiiiaaB in the United States gives employmezvt 
Soipliia, $46,383 1 to 300,000 perseni, end thirty millions of capital 
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LAID DOWN IN LIVERPOOL, PROM NEW ORLEANS, MOBILB, &c. 

At the foUfnuing' ratet of Exchange^ Freight^ &c. 



Freight 3.4d per lb. to LiTerpooI, 

Duty 5.16d. do. do, 

PettyChargM 3.16d. do. do. 

4 

STERLING EXCHANGE. 



Loss in wdght 5 per cent at liverpooL 

ComnuMiQmi tf^rt ••»»•»••. 3 .do.. do. 
BrdBerage and expeiiMi. . • • 1^ do. do. 
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I^ilroad Festival at Wllmiugton, W.G. 

We have joit retarned from a long but very pleaaant ex- 
curnoQ to Wilmington and Charleston. Ten years ago, we 
ivoold have thought any person a fit subject for a straight 
jacket, who would have proposed to us to travel 220 miles 
to a dinner party, and go 170 miles farther for a desert of 
itrawberrios and oraam. But timet have changed, and such 
a feat as this is nothing in this locomutiTe age. 

We made one of a party of fiiteen or twenty, (ladies and 
gentlemen,) which, about a week ago, started to the dinner 
given to celebrate the completion of that gigantic undertak* 
ing, the Wilmington and Roanoke Railroad. Wc sot forth 
from the Petersburg and Roanoke Depot at 2 o clock in the 
morning, (rather an early hour to dress for dinner,) and at 
6 o'clock in the evening were in Wilmington, N. C. We 
eannot say much of the country we passed througl), for a 
xmilroad car is not exactly the vehicle to tiavcl in to sec the 
beauties of a country. 

Breakfast time found us advanced sixty miles on our jour- 
ney, and safely moored at Gaiysburg, the Gretna Green to 
this part of Virginia, where youthful lovers find a refuge in 
matrimony from the warnings and remonstnincos of impor- 
tunate friends. The individual who ties the noose (not the 
" fatal noose,") is not a " blacksmith," but a blufi) hearty 
" squire," of the Okl North State, whose joyous and honest 
countenance seems peculiarly to fit him for playing bis im- 
portant part in the interesting scenes which he is often called 
on to be an actor. Not having any runaway mutch on docket, 
we soon despatched a substantial breakfast, and were seated 
in the Wilmington Cars, with a continued stretch of 160 
miles before us. At 2 o'clock we reached Goldsborough, at 
which place U erected a handsome and spacious Hotel. 

As soon as we had performed our ablutions and refreshed 
ourselves with a Uttle " old Nash," we were summoned to 
the dining room, where we supplied our inward man with 
•ach provant as the hospitality of our landlord had provided. 
Again we were seated in the cars, and under way for %Vil- 
miagton, which place we reached safely and soundly at 6 in 
the evening, and received such a welcome as we might have 
•ipected from a community which has been so long and 
&vorably kvown for its warm-hearted hospitality. The town 
of Wilmington has recently suflered much from fire, in which 
were consumed all the public hoUFCs. But the strangers who 
visited the town last week did not feel the loss. The hos- 
pitable doon of the citizens were thrown open, and they were 
invited to enter and " make themselves at home," and during 
the time they were there, were treated more like old and long 
cherished friends than like acquaintances of a day. A com- 
fbrtaUe night's rest recruited us from the fatigues of the jour- 
ney, and we rose on the morning succeeding our arrival in 
Wilmington refreshed in body and mind, and well prepared 
to enjoy the festivities of the day. The morning was spent 
in looking at the Town and visiting the citizens, whose kind 
•Itention to us we shall never forget, and at dinner time we 
were seated at the festive board, accompanied by some six 
hundred persons, collected from various parts of North Caro- 
litta. South Carolina and Virginia. On the next rooming 
the company from Petersburg, Richmond and Baltimore 
were invited to take passage for Charleston, S. C, in the 
q>lendid steamer Gov. Dudley, commanded by an old ac- 
quaintance of ours, Capt. Ivy, fotmelry of the James River 
and Liverpool line, whose kind attention showed that he had 
not forgotten ** auld lang ^ne." This invitation was grate- 
fully accepted, and at two o'clock we embarked for the 
** Queen of the South." The run down the Cape Fear was 
■oon accomplished, and at 4 o'clock we were bounding 

« O'er old Ocean's biUows," 

at the rate of 12 knots an hour. 

At four o'clock in the morning wo came to at the Wharf 
In Charleston, and in a few minutes thereafter were com- 
fortably lodged in Page's Hotel, the most comfortable and 
elegant public house which we have ever set foot in, though 
we have had the pleasure of visiting all the large cities of the 
Union. A few repairs to our disordered toilets, and a com- 
fortable breakfast, placed us all once more rectut in curia, 
and we sallied forth to vint the many places worth seeing in 
Vot. II.— 38 



^he delightful City of Charleston. The polite attention of 
some of the citizens enabled ua to see all tliat could be seen 
in the short time allotted for our stay in the City ; and dinner 
time found us well prepared to do justice to the splendid din- 
ner provided by our excellent host, whose kind attention and 
hospitality we shall always gratefully remember. "Time 
and tide wait for no man ;" and the Steamboat bell warned 
us that we must leave green peas, strawberries and cream, 
madeira, champagne and sherry, and commence our home- 
ward route. At half past four we were ag^n on board the 
Governor Dudley, and the next morning at eight o'clock 
were at the Railroad Depot in Wilmington, ready to start 
for Petersburg, where we arrived at twelve o'clock at night— 
thus having travelled in all a distance of eight hundred miles 
in the course of five days, spending nearly two days of the 
time in Wilmington, and one in Charleston, South Carolina. 

Piihburj Inteiii^encer. 



The Veterant of Botton, — The oldest person living in 
Boston, so far as we have been able to obtain information, is 
Mistress Elizabeth Chase, who completed her hundredth 
year, on the 28th day of October, 1837. She is a constant 
worshipper at St. Paul's Church, and reads the finest print 
without glasses, although her hearing is defective. She is 
the widow of three husbands, and might, possibly, survive a 
fourth. 

The oldest man living in Boston is William Abrams, who 
was born on the 16th day of January, 1745, and completed his 
9Sth year in January last. He is a tailor by trade, and made^ 
with his own hands, the clothes which he now wears, when 
he was only ninety-six. He is in good health, and retains 
his sight and hearing wonderfully well. He goes to maiket 
and splits wood for exercise. He has had 124 descendants 
— namely, 9 children, 54 giand cfiildren, 60 great grand- 
children, and one great great grand child. 

*8imon Willard, clock-maker was 87 on the 3d day of the 
present month. He has just completed a clock — the work 
of his own hands — which, with his own hands he has put 
up in the turret of the new Unitarian Church at Medford. 

William Pierce, the veteran revolutionary barber, was bom 
on Christmas day, 1747, and is now in his 93d year. He 
hears well, but has lost hisMght He considers himself one 
of the last survivors of the Boston Tea Party, and is never 
happier than when recounting their memorable doings. He 
is in remarkable good health. About four years since, he 
was summoned, as a witness, before the Court in Dedham, 
and astonished Bench and Bar, by the strength of his me- 
mory and the clearness of his evidence. — Bott* 2ran§, 



Funeral of Dr. Kirkland. — ^The remains of the late J. 
T. Kirkland, D. D., LL. D., who died on the 26lh, were en- 
tombed yesterday aHernoon, attended by a very laiige cook 
pany of the citizens of Boston and vicinity, principally gradu- 
ates of Harvard University. An unusual manifestation of 
regard for the memory and character of this eminently learn* 
ed and worthy man, might be witnessed in the deportment 
of all. Dr. IGrkland will long be remembered as one of the 
most learned, benevolent and courteous characters of thin 
generttion. The services, in the church, by Rev. Mr. Young, 
were highly aj^ropriate and impresHive. Dr. Kirkland was 
the beloved pastor of that church and society, about sixteen 
years, before he was chosen President of the University. A 
friend who was present, says that he noticed in the procee- 
sion, one member of the class of 1780 ; one of tlie class of 
1781 : two of the class of 1783 ; one of the class of 1784 ; 
two of the class of 1786 ; one of 1789, the claw to which 
Dr. Kirkland belonged ; two of the claaflof 1190, and many 
of the classes of a later period. 



Commerce of Botton on the Increase, — ^The number of 
foreign arrivals from January 1st to April 18th, 1840, waa 
255~during the corresponding time of the last year, 346 
—increase 9. The number of foreign clearances from Jan- 
uary 1st to April 18th, 1840, was 254-— during the same 
time last year, 25 1 —increase, 3. 

Botton Potft 
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Ifew Bnildingt in New York. 

The namber of new buiMings erected in the city of New 
York, in 1639, wai as follows : 

Ist Ward 42 

2d Ward 61 

Sd Ward 15 

4ihWard 16 

6tb Waid 17 

6th Ward 10 

7thWani 30 

8th Ward 17 

9th Waid 46 

10th Warf 21 

nth Waid 82 

12th Wanl 59 

13th Ward^ *8 

14th Ward 26 

15th Ward 63 

16th Waid 75 

l7thWani 77 

Total, 674 

Of these — 
383 were brick dwellings. 
46 wood dwellings. 

6 wood and brick dwdlings. 
72 brick stores and dwellings. 

6 granite banking houses. 
98 granite and brick stares. 

8 brick stores. 
22 brick manufiictories. 
1 1 brick stables. 

4 brick charches. 

4 brick school houses. 
1 brick circus. 

1 brick theatre. 

5 wooden bams. 

1 brick engine house. 

6 wood stores and dwellings. 

The number of buildings erected in the last six years, was 

as follows : 

In 1834 877 

1836 1259 

1836 1826 

1837 840 

1838 781 . 

1839 674 



Shmoin^ the amouni of the gold, rilver, and copper csi«- 

age, at the Mint in Londonyfrom 1816 /• 1836. 

Submitted by Mr. Benton to the Senate. 

EXSLISH CoilTAeB. 

An aoconnt of the gold, silver, and oopfier ooinage, al te 
Mint in London, from 1816 to 1836, showing the mmlMr 
of pieces, and the value of each denommatiflB of eoin 
struck during Uiat time. 



Total. 



6257 



Silk Manufaetftre in France, — According to a recent 
statistical statement, there are in France 84,648 looms, pro- 
ducing annually a value in silks of 21 l,640,000f., (or $40,- 
000,000.) These kwms give occupation to 1 69,280 workmen, 
and employ 139,623,S30f. of silk, ($86,118,000.) The 
price of vrork is 70,926,670£ ($t3,300,000)--or about 300f. 
(^6 16) for each workman. The profit and interest of the 
ei^tal employed b 21,000,000f. 

The manufaetuxes of Lyons alone ooeopy 40,000 looms 
and employ 80,000 workmen. They produce 100 millions 
of Irenes, (near $20,000,000.) The home eonsnmpiion of 
France in silks is 73 millions of francs, (14,000,000,) and 
the exportation is 138>650,000f , ($26,000,000.) 

Preciout MetaU.^The <*Mining Joumar (England) 
gives the following table of the production of Gold and Sil- 
ver for 40 yean, viz: from 1790 to 1830 : 

Gold. Siloer, 

Mexico $28,606,569 $621,413,476 

Buenos Ayres 17,888,422 1 20,8 1 1,880 

Rnssia 16,461,080 6,679,916 

Chili 12,314,390 8,101,886 



$75,270,461 $757,007,166 
A total of eight hundred and thirty-two millions two 
hundred and seventy-seven tfionsand six hundred uid seven- 
teen dollan. 



Gold. 
Double soveieigns, 

Sovereigns, 

Half sovereigna,. . . 

Silver. 

Crowns,* 

Half crowns, 

Shillings, 

Sixpences, 

Fourpences, 

Threepences, 

Twopenoes, 

Pence, 

Copper. 

Fence, 

Halfpence, 

Farthings, 



No. ofjHi 



16,119 

61,073,016 

8,092,908 

1,849,906 

80,871,362 

91,903,680 

60,800,695 

4,300,878 

66,440 

72,072 

179,784 

21,275,520 
27,498,240 
38,180,362 




£ 

32,240 

51,073,021 

4,046,454 

462,476 

8,858,920 

4,696.184 

1;I70,014 

71,646 

693 

600 

749 

84,896 
65,440 
39,771 



a. d. 

5 
18 4| 

9 

7 1 

6 1 


17 8 

6 



12 

2 



4 



Total gold coinage, 

Total silver coinage, 

Total copper coinage,. . . . 

Total coinage in 21 years, 



£ 
65,161.716 
10,260,284 
180,107 



s. d. 

4 U 
11 10 
4 



66,692,107 19 U^ 



* None coined since 1822. 

The Albany Evening Journal gives the following table 
of the wages of labor in the city of New York, fortheyean 
1836 and 1840. 

TABLE OF PRICES. 
Compared "with thooe 0/ ! 836 : 

1340. 1856. 

Jdnera, per diem, $1 26 2 00 

Brickhycis, " 1 50 2 06 

Stone cutters, *' 1 60 2 50 

Stone Masons « 1 26 1 76 

Plasterera, " 1 38 2 00 

UboreiB, " 67 1 00 

$7 55 $11 26 
Reduction of labor, 40 per cent. 

Copper Ore.— The Wisoonshi Enquirer mentions as • 
fact not generally known, that a large quantity of copper 
ore has been shipped from the western part of that tenitory 
to England, within the past year, to be smelted. It is sen 
diat the ore is of so valuable a quality that it yields the ex- 
poiten a handsome profit. 

Zh'edL— In Friedtand, at the lesidenoe of Lieat M. Geo. 
Hooe, U.S.N., in King Geoige Co. Va. 26th olt., the frith- 
ful slave Bachns, aged 1 10 years. The deceased had been 
in the family of his late owner more th«n forty yean. He 
was employed as a teamster during the war of the revolu- 
tion, and was in attendance with his learn at the glorious 
and final siege of Yorktown. He saw Gen. Braddock as 
he passed on to his defeat, and could give a s\iocinct ac- 
count of that sanguinaiy action« The evening pnvioua to 
his death he was walking about the fann in foil poaMsAon 
of all his fkculties of aind and body. 
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Court of Common Pleas. 

In thM matter 9/ the appfieatUn •/Jonathan S't Hattingtr, 
fir the Benefit of the Jntolvent Lawt» 

lonathui K. Hanlnger, in September 1^ preiented bis 
petitioA for the benefit of the Insolvent Laws, in the umtH 
form : upon the day fixed for hearing, he was opposed by 
Messrs. 8t George T. Campbell and Francis E. Brewster, 
for creditors, and his application urged by Mr. Joseph R. In- 
gersoU. A mass of testimony was introduced, and the case 
was finally determined on the l4th April, by his discharge; 
the opinion of the court containing fully all the points of the 
case, being delivered as follows by Judge Randall : 

Jonathan K. Hassinger has presented his petition to the 
Court of Common pleas, setting forth that by reason of snn- 
diy losses and misfortunes, he is unable to pay and satisfy 
his just debts, and praying that he may be discharged under 
the Insolvent laws of the Commonwealth, on surrendeiing 
his property, (a schedule of which is annexed to his peti- 
tion) for the benefit of his creditors. 

His discharge is opposed on three grounds. It is alleged, 

1. That he has concealed a portion of his estate or effects. 

8, That he has fraudulently conveyed a portion of it, for 
the use of himself, his family and friends, and 

3. That he has embezzled or applied to his own use, 
money or other property, with which he was entrusted, as 
bailee, agent, or depositoiy. 

If eitl^ of these propositions be established, it will be fatal 
to his application. 

As to the first it is admitted there is no direct proof of any 
coDoealment, and it is not denied that the petitioner his made 
a full and correct return of all the real estate ever known to 
have been in his poesession. But it Is contended, that his 
statement of losses is improbable, and it is urged therefore 
that he has not accounted for all the personal property traced 
to his possession. 

The petition statce, that about the year 18^8 he began to 
purchase and sell stodcs, and continued in that business until 
his entire failure. That from the year 1834 inclusively, his 
operations were extremely disastrous, and that upon a com- 
parison between the profitable and unprofitable transactions, 
be has ascertained his losses to be not less than $ 1 89,376 C3 ; 
■nd that he has paid in interest, the greater part of which 
was usurious) not less than $98,260. 

* As a general rule the statement exhibited under oath by a 
petition lor the bcn^t of the Insolvent Law, is taken prima 
&cie ss correct, and the burthen of proving it erroneous lies 
upon his creditors; this they may do by the examination of 
the petitioner himaelf, by other evidences, or they may resort 
to both modes, they having the right first to examine the 
petitioner, and then to exhibit other testimony to contradict 

In the present case^ as (to this point) the creditors have 
confined themselves to the examination of the petitioner ; in 
that examination he has re-asserted the statement made on 
the fiioe of his petition, and although he does not give each 
particular item of loss, he affirms the aggregate to be correct 
•*-he states that he was engaged for two months prior to 
fihag his petition in ascertaining the amount from bills in his 
possesBOD and from memory. The biUs (which he asserts 
will show most of his losses) were delivered to the opposing 
eraditorsy and time allowed for their examination, and al- 
though it was asserted in argument, no evidence has been 
exhibited to discredit his statement ; he also refers to indi- 
vaduals who could prove losses of $10,000 and $15,000 on 
single operations, and they have not been called on to con- 
tradict him. I am, therefore, bound by every rule of evt* 
dence to receive this statement as correct, and I do so the 
more readily, as if the other statements on the face of his 
petition be correct, (and they were capable of contradiction 
if they are not so,) it was unneoessaiy to swell theice items 
to the amounts they are, as the aggregate value of the pro- 
perty returned, and the losses sustained exceed by many thou- 
tand doUars, the debts returned as owing by him. I know 
the contrary was assumed in the argument, but the enor of 
ooa of the geattomn was in charging the petitioner with the 
full amomt of tiie stock and cotificates of loan hereinaAer 



referred to ; whereas he can only be called on to account for 
the sums actually received by htm when they were pledged, 
which was fftr below the nominal value. And I presume the' 
other gentlemen fell into the error which deceived me at the 
outset of my examination, by charging him with various ex- 
hibits of judgments and mortgages set forth in bis petition, 
which would leave a considerable sum unaccounted for; but 
On a more careful examination I discovered that the sama 
debts or judgments were repeated in three different schedules, 
and were therefore improperly charged more than once. 

The second objection is founded on a bill of sale of hia 
household furniture executed by the petitioner to his sister, 
Eliza H. Hassinger, in March, 1834, and the confession of 
two judgments, one in favor of George Fales, one of the ex- 
ecutors and trustees under the will of Lewis Ruvh, and the 
other to D. 8. Hassineer as trustee for Mrs. Hassinger. 

In relation to the bill of sale it appeared that the petitioner 
had since the death of his father (which took place in 1821) 
been in the habit of receiving all the rents of the real estate 
situate in Philadelphia, and paying to the other heirs from 
time to time such sums as they might require, a balance al- 
ways remaining in his hands. On the 20th of March, 1834, 
when his difBculties commenced, he executed a bill of sale 
of the household furniture then ifi his possession, valued at 
$2,371 60, to his sister Eliza, for the purpose of securing in 
part the balance due to her. The furniture, however, always 
remained in his actual use and possession, and although 
Eliza occasionally resided in his family there was no visible 
change of ownership. 

The law is too well settled now to admit of a doubt thai 
a bill of sale of personal property unaccompanied by posses- 
sion is in law fraudulent and void as against creditors, and if 
any one had issued an execution and levied on this furniture 
as the property of the petitioner, the claim of Eliza under the 
bill of sale would not have av^led her; but it does not lie in 
the mouth of the grantor to allege this legal fraud, or to take 
advantage of his possession as against the grantee, as between 
the parties it is binding, and the petitioner had no right to 
consider the furniture as belonging to him. This question 
has been frequently before the Insolvent Court, but the in- 
vestigation has been uniformly confined to the bona fde 
charncter of the consideration. If the bill of sale was made 
in good faith, and to secure a debt actually due at the time, 
the creditors t^ referred to other proceedings to substantiate 
their legal objection. In the present case, I have no doubt 
of the indebtedness to Eliza at the time this bill of sale was 
executed,* and that consequently as between the parties it is 
binding. A deed void under the statute of Elizabeth, is 
binding against the party, his executors or administrators— 
Buchlar vs. Gloniger, 2 Watts, 227. 

The judgment to Mr. Fales, was given to secure the re- 
payment of a sum of money Icfl by him in the hands of the 
petitioner to invest for the trustees ; but which was made use 
of by him in his business. That to D. 8. Hassinger was 
given to secure the re-payment of certain rents, received by 
3ie petitioner of property held by David in trust for. Mrs. 
Hassinger. 

That judgments, being a lien on real estate are to be con- 
siderrd as a species of conveyance I agree, and where a 
debtor executes a judgment for the purpose of creating a lien 
on his real estate, where the debt is not due, or for the pur- 
pose of securing future benefit to himself, it will as efiectualty 
prevent his discharge under the insolvent law, as the most 
formal conveyance of bis property ; but where the debt is 
justly and honestly due, it can no more operate against hia 
discharge, than a bona fide payment of an honest debt. The 
question then again is, were these debts justly due; that they 
were so has not been denied. The petiiioner received these 
funds, made use of them for his own purposes, and the trus- 
tees had made themselves liable for the amounts to their 
cestui que trusts; they could have commenced suits and 
obtained judgments against the will of the petitioner by due 
course of law, and his voluntary confessing judgment waa 
merely anticipating what the law would have compelled^— 
The propriety of thus preferring one credilor over othexs 
having equal claims, after the insolvency of the debtor has 
been ascertained, is not a subject for my conflderation, dH I 
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have the right to say is, that until the Legislature think pro- 
per t) direct otherwise, such a preference is legal. 

The third objection has been one of more difficulty, and 
daring the able and ingenious argument has been properly 
considered as the principal obstacle to the petitioner's dis- 
charge. Prior to the act of 1836, the only subject of inquiry 
on t)'e application of a petitioner for the benefit of the in- 
soWent law, was whether he had concealed or fraudulently 
conveyed any portion of his property or efiects, with a view 
to defraud his creditors or to benefit himself or family, and it 
matters not how dishonestly he may have acquired his pro- 
perty. If none of it was concealed or fraudulently conveyed 
away, he was entitled to his discharge. But by the 43nd sec- 
tion of the act of 16th June, 1836, it is provided, "If it shall 
appear to the court upon the hearing of any petitioner as 
aforesaid, either upon the examination of the petitioner or 
other evidence that there is just reason to believe either 

First, That the insolvency of the petitioner arose from 
losses by gambling or by the purchase of lottery tickets : or 

Second, That such petitioner had embezzled or applied to 
his own use any money or other property with which he had 
been entmsed cither as bailee, agent, or depository, and te 
the prejudice of the oppoung creditors" it shall be the duty 
of the court to commit sadi person for trial, &c. 

In January, 1837, the petitioner was elected President of 
the Philadelphia, Germantown and Norristown Railroad 
Company, a Company incorporated by virtue of an Act of 
Assembly, passed the 17th day of February, 1831, with a 
capital of 8000 shares of fifty dollars each, and the privilege 
of increasing the number of shares to ten thousand. 

By a supplement to this Act passed 30th March, 1833, 
the Company was authorized to increase the number of 
shares to sixteen thousand, and " to borrow money on loan 
to finish their works, and to give mortgages, certificates, or 
other evidences and securities for the payment thereof — the 
same to be convertible or not convertible into stock, as shall 
be agreed on between the company and the lender or lenders." 

By the 7lh section of the Act of Incorporation the Presi- 
dent and Managers were directed to procure certificates of 
stock and deliver one certifies^ signed by the President, and 
oountersigned by the Treasurer, and sealed with the seal of 
the corporation, to each Stockholder, which certificates were 
made transferable at the pleasure of the hold^un the presence 
of the President or Treasurer, each of wh% was directed 
to keep a book for that purpose. 

By the By-laws it was made the duty of the President to 
superintend and enforce the contracts entered into by the 
Company, and to have charge of the seal, but not to affix it 
to any instrument not provided for by law or the By-laws, 
without the order of the Board. Of the 16,C00 shares of 
Btodc authorized by law, six thousand were subscribed for 
and fully paid in money — two thousand were taken by the 
contractors and paid for in work, and two thousand one hun- 
dred and sixty were converted from the loan. Certificates 
for two thousand additional shares were authorized to be 
issued by the Managers, but were not subscribed for or taken, 
and consequently remained the property of the company. 

Three loans were authorized by the Managers, one in May, 
1833, for $300,000, one in July 1836, for $200,000: both 
of which were taken — and one authorized in November, 
183G, of $100,000, of which but $30,000 or $36,000 was 
taken. 

In the year 1837, the petitioner and Treasurer commenced 
the issuing of certificates of stock and loan, without the 
knowledge of the Managers. At first he alleges to be retain- 
ed by him as collateral security for his own endorsements on 
the notes of tl)c Company, and to raise money for their use ; 
but subsequently it is admitted pledged as collateral security 
for moneys borrowed by the petitioner and by him applied to 
his own use. These issues were continued from time to time 
and for various amounts, until April, 1 839, when the un- 
authorized issues were discovered by the Managers, and on 
examination it was ascertained that certificates for upwards 
of four thousand shares of slock and of about $160,000 of 
loan had been issued without the knowledge of the Managera, 
end pledged to various individuals and companies for sadh 
sums as &ey were willing to advance on them. 



lliat this is a case of embezzling and applying to his own 
use, moneys or property with which he was eatnusted as 
bailee, agent or depository, such as was intended to be pr^ 
vented or punished by the Legislature, by the act of 1836, 
I can have no doubt ; but to complete the offimce it is neoe^ 
sary that this should be done, " to the prejudice of the oppoe- 
in^ creditora," and hence the difficulty. The Legislature 
no doubt intended to protect employers and cestui que trusts 
from the embezzlements of their agents and trustees, and to 
favor the means and option of punishment in their hands— 
hence they have made it necessary that the party injured 
shall oppose the discharge ; no other creditor can take advan- 
tage of this right. A petitioner who may have been guilty 
of embezzlement within the meaning of this section, is left 
the privilege of making restitution before his application for 
the benefit of the insolvent law, and the party injured ha& the 
option of preventing the discharge, or of resorting to any 
other remedy he may think more efficacious. 

In the present case, the Philadelphia, Grermantown and 
Norristown Railroad Com]iany do not oppose the discharge 
of the petitioner, although they have fuU knowledge of the 
application, some of its officers having been examined  
witnesses. And it appeared in the course of the evidence, 
that both the petitioner and the treasurer have been arrested 
and held in recognizance to answer for the ofilence of a crim- 
inal conspiracy to defraud the company, on whose complaint 
did not distinctly appear. But he is opposed 

1. By holders of undisputed certificates of stodc 

2. By holders of excessive or unauthorized certificates of 
stock, #nd 

3. By holders of certificates of excessive or nnauthoraed 
loan ; each of whom allege they are parties injured by the 
fraud, and entitled to oppose. As to the first class I have no 
difficulty in saying they have no right as individuals. Br 
becoming stockholders in the company, they surrendered nl 
control over their property to the extent of the stock held by 
them, to the " President and Managers,'* who alone arc au- 
thorized to ''conduct the business of the company.*' After 
the incorporation they are not known as individuab, they 
have no legal existence but as a corporate body, and can only 
be known through the means of tlie corporate seaL (1 Kyd 
on Corp. 267.) Indeed, should a majority of the stockhold- 
ers desire to oppose, and the " Praddent and Managers,* 
under their corporate seal agree to a discharge, the individii- 
als could not be heard in opposition to that agreement This 
was in effi'ct decided by the Supreme Court of Pennsyivanitf 
in a case reported in 6. Serg. dc Rawle, 605. There a ma> 
jority of the meml>er8 of a corporation applied for an aheratioii 
in their charter, under the provisions of the act authormng 
the Supreme Court to sanction such alterations ; the a1ter«- 
tions were not presented under the seal of the corporation, 
and were in fact opposed by the trustees or managers having 
charge of the seal. Chief Justice Tilghman in delivering 
the opinion of the court fays, "In these,** (die trustees and 
managers,) *• are vetted all the property and all the pvw 
ers and privileges of the corporation." And the alteratkns 
were not sanctioned. If then a majority cannot, sord^ a 
minority as is the ca^ here, may not, prosecute a measore 
they may deem for their interest, in opposition to the opinion 
of those who are by law authorized to conduct the bnsinefli 
of the company. And although it may appear to be harsh, 
that a man cannot prosecute his own interests as he may 
deem most beneficial to himself, yet a little consideration 
will convince us the role is a good one. A corporatioB h 
composed of numerous individuals, of tarious opinions, and 
who in all probability would not be unanimous on any ons 
question of expediency; by delegating their interest to a 
Board of Managers, and authorizing a majority to act for the 
whole, the interest of all will be preserved ; and again it is to 
be presumed that a Board of Managers specially delegated to 
attend to any given subicct will have superior knowledge and 
information of the busmess entrusted to their charge, and 
thus be enabled to make arrangements more to the interest of 
their constituents than other individuals can do, and yet all 
benefit and advantage of this superior knowledgo and af- 
rangement would be frnstrated if any one fndmdatl has the 
power to oppose it by relusing his 
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CASE OF INSOLVENCY. 



What 11 the oljeet of the comptny b not oppoeing doet 
not appear, nor is it for me to inquire— it may be that they 
hare made a satis&ctoiy arrangement with the petitioner or 
hij friendi to indemnify them ; or, they may think It more 
for their interest to join in the proaecutton for a eoaepiracy 
again«t the petitioner and Ae treamxrer, than to proeeed 
against a tingle indiTidual for embezzlement ; they may hate 
▼arioos reasons for the course they pursue, and no doubt they 
act as they think best for their interest, and surely individual 
stockholders cannot deprive them of that privilege. 

The right of the next class to oppose depends upon the 
effect of Uie certificates of stock Issued by the PresidiBnt and 
Treasurer under the seal of the company, but without the 
knowledge of the Mana g er s i f these are binding on the 
company and Ae holders are thereby created stockholders, 
then they come within the principal just decided, otherwise 
they do not and win have the right to oppose. As this is a 
question now pending and undetermined in another court, I 
would have been glad had the decision been fimt pronounced 
tiiere, but as the point must necessarily be determined in de- 
ciding this application I cannot hesitate in declaring my 
views. 

The charter of the company provides that "eeitifleales of 
stock signed by the President imd countersigned by the Trea- 
surer, and sealed with the common sea! of the coiporiUon, 
shall be delivered to each stockholder, which oertifioite shall 
be transferable at his pleasure in the presence of the Presi- 
dent or Treasurer; and that the assignee holding such eeiti- 
flcate having first caused the assignment to be entered in a 
book of the companv, to be kept for the transfer of stock, 
shall be a membeor of the corporation.*' 

All the excessive or unauthoiiaed issues are in the osval 
ibrm, they are signed hy the President, countenigned by the 
Treasurer, and sealed with die common seal of the company ; 
they cannot on their face be distinguished from the authorized 
Issues ; and sudi being the case, I have no doubt the com- 
pany are bound to recognise the holdeiB of them asmembers 
of the corporation ; if it were not ao, an end vriU be put to 
an transfen of stodcs or interest in any icoiporetion ; no pro- 
eautian could guard against such fraud, tfie utmost a poidm- 
ser could do would be to Inquire at the office of the company 
and of the very persons who issued the oertiflcaiea, whether 
they were genuine, of course the answer would be In the 
affirmative, and where one of two innocent persona must 
suffer by a fraud,- it is more reasonable that he who employed 
and confided on the deceiver and thus enabled him lo perpe- 
trate the fraud, should be the loser than an InnoeeDt tmrd 
person. And again, thate acts were committed by the peti- 
tioner or within the tecpt of Ins authority as President ; he 
waa to sign all certificates, superintend transfers, 4cc.' and 
although he exceeded his authority from the managers, this 
could not be known to the community, and allprindpals are 
liable civUiy, though not crivnnaHy ibt the fraud of their 
agents, committed within the tcope of their authori^. 

It will be rMoIlected that these exoeadve issues form part 
of the additional stock authorised by law, and do not Inaease 
die authorized capital of the company ; had they done so, a 
diflerent question not now necessary to determine, might 
have arisen, but would not have varied the result. 

The remaining class of opposing creditora are the holdera 
of the unauthorized certificatea of loan ; it ia said they are 
prejudiced by the issue of these certificates, because the se- 
curity of these debts has been thereby endaogered and the 
eompany rendered kas liable to meal its engagements by 
<bis unauthorised inomsse of its Hahiliiifis. 

If the principles I have advanced on tho preceding points 
bo eorreet, the cosspany is undoubtedly liable for the 
amount of their issues, and whether the holders of them 
have or have not been prejudiced, dependa upon the solveu- 
cy or insolvency of the company, this is a quesdon which 
I cannot in this proceeding, to which the company ia not a 
psrty, be called on to determine; it may depend on the sol- 
vency w insolvency of its debtors, and of this surety I can- 
not inquire ; the presumption of law ia that every authoriied 
corponiion is of sufficient ability to meet Ita engagofflaata 
 Iwt if instead of ttw patbioner being the agent A a eor« 
potatioQ ha hftd beea the agent of an faidindiial and «m- 



bezzled his funds, and the emytoyer fiir reasons satialactorf 
to himself should agrae to the discharge of the petitioner 
(as the company virtually do here by not opposing) wonid 
it for a moment be contended that the credlton of that em- 
ployer could come into the Inaolvvnt Conrt and require him 
to show his ability to pay all bia debta for the purpoea of 
showing they were not iiijured by the embcariemant of hia 
clerk* and thus if he rsfused or could not do so, antboriia 
them to prevent the discbaige of such derk ; I.tliink not, 
and then can be no difference between the rights of the 
creditor of a corporetion and those of indindoala. 

The question for determination here ia not whether the 
petitioner if guilty of the frauds imputed to him, is to be 
punished or set fiwe, but whether the party injured by those 
frauds shall havs the right to select between the modes of 
punishment prescribed by law ; they may oppoae the dis- 
charge of petitioner under the Insolvent law and have him 
tried in the mode there prescribed, or they may prosacnto 
the cliarga of conspiracy to defraud ; they may omit to do 
either, but they cannot punue both ; they have made the 
election not to oppose his discharge under the Insolvent biw, 
and I do not think it is in the power of either their indiwi* 
dual stockholders or their creditors to deprive them of this 
right; no sufficient leaaonhavfaig been ahown to the aen- 
trery ; the petitionar wiU be disdiarged aa an inaolvent debtor 
but must renew lus recogniaanca with sufficient enrstiea 
to appear at the next court of General Sessions to answer 
the charge of a criminal eonapiracy to defraud, and there 
his guilt or iimooence wiU be determined by a joiy of hia 
country^— PMIo. Gax. 



Commerce of TVoriu.^The foUowing are the arrivals at 
Galyeston for the last year : 

Ships^ jt 3 

Briga, 33 

Dcaoeners,. • • • • •.•«•••..•••....•.•.■•.••• 144 

Sloops, 6 

Stsamshipa and steamboats^ 44 



228 . 

July, 19 

Augwt, 17 

September, ••••« ••••••'7 

October, 80 

November, .83 

40 



January, 84 

February, 38 

March, 33 

April, S6 

May 98 

June, 19 



Firtt QvATier •/ 2 840. 

,^, •.••••••••••.•.•.«••,..,. 3 

Briga, 38 

Schooners, 97 

Sloops,; 3 

Steamera, 17 
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Great DraugfU a/ FUhet* — ^The Cove of Crolon muat 
have been literally alive with fishes on Monday evening of 
last week ; fbr we are credibly informed, that our enterprising 
fitfhennen having their nets in that rrgion, caught in one night 
not leas than eighty hundred weight of fish, or about fSur 
tons of baas, shad, and a variety of other descriptions. This 
is an extraordinary haul with us, and siltogether larger than 
we recollect to have heard of nt this place before. 

Wettchetter .V, T, HeraUL 



Churchea in tATem /ersejfw— The number of churches and 
kind are aa IbUpws, via : 

Presbyterian, 90 Episcopalian, 40 

Baptist 66 Dutch Reformed,. .. .87 

Methodiit, 74 Quakaq, ;67 

Other denomiaalions, 10 Tolal^««..*%..,,^ 
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Earif PliyticiaMi. 

The fbHotring remftikt were made at the late hiiloiical 
eelebiatiaD in Connecticut i 

Mn Barnard having made aomft vemarka on the conUibi^ 
tiona made to medical ecienoe by the phyaiciana of Cooneo- 
ticiit, aa Tr^t*"**^ in die better treatment of the inaane and 
the inatruetion and care of the deaf and dumb, and that if 
we who were nbw in eight of (heee noUe inatitutioRa,8hoald 
forget the men who helped to fovnd themi and to make them 
the model inatitationa for the whole country, the li^ of Ihe 
dumb would be unaealed th apeek the praiaea of Cogawell, 
and many a ahattered intellect, like a broken mirror, would 
in ita every fragment give back at leaat one faithful image, 
that of the beloved attd lamented Todd — 

Dr. Brighftm remaiked ; the servioea tendered by phyaiciana 
ta the eacly aetlleia in Virginia* and to thoae of PlysMMith 
and Connecticot were of the utmoat importance. It waa 
true, that for the fizrt half century, but few phyariana came 
over,>pvfao devoted themaelvea ezduaively to the practice of 
medicine— 4>ut many of the deigy, of that peaod, were phy- 
aiciana^ibr the Puritan Clergy of England, had, for a oon- 
iiderable time, locked to the practice of medidiie for a liveli- 
hood. Thua the Rev. John Fiak, of fiatem, and Deaeon 
Giki Firmer, oi Beaton, who arrived aoon after the aettlement 
of Plymouth, were highly eateemed aa clergymen and phyei- 
dana. Several of the eerly Preaidenta of Harvard College 
were alao phyaicianB. Charlea Chaunccy, the leoond Presi- 
dent, and who prended over thia inatitution from 1664 to i 672, 
waa a well educated phyaician. He regaided the atudy of 
medicine aa of the greateat conaequenoe, and used to aay, 
" there ahould be no diatinction between physic and divinity." 
He had aix aona, all of whom studied medicine — and aa 
Cotton Mather observea, " had an eminent skill in physick, 
which like their lather they uaed 4>r the good of many." 

The first physician who came to thia country waa Dr. 
Walter Ruasell, who came to Jameatown, Viiginia» hi 1608. 
He is highly apoken of by CapL Smith, to whom he rendered 
auigical assistance. Dr. Rassdl aocompanted Capt Smith 
on a voyage of discovery from Jameatown to the Cheaapeake, 
and op the Potomac to the fiUla. Some islanda they discov- 
ered in the Chesapeake, were named Rosaell'a Idanda, in 
honor of thv firat phyatdan who came to thia countay. 

Twelve years after thia, the May-Flower arrived at Ply- 
mouth—and in it came Dr. Samuel Fuller, a Deacon in Mr. 
Robinaon'a church, and who devoted himadf to the practioe 
of medicine until hn death. He waa greatly beloved by the | 
coloniata and highly eateemed aa a man, theologian and phy- 
aician. He waa frequently sent for during sickness in the 
adjoining settlements. Thua he often visited Salem, Bop- 
cheater, Boaton, and Charleatown. . Governor Endicott ez- 
preased great obligation to him for hia aariatanoe during a 
aickneaa at Salem. 

I can find but few tacts relating to hia method of practice 
—one however ia coriooa. In a letter to Governor Bradford, 
June 28th, 1630, he say a, " I have been to Matupaw (now 
Doreheater,^ and let aome twenty of those people blood." 

Another letter of hia to Governor Bradford, ahowa the ex- 
tocme deatitotion of the cdoniats during sickness. Heatatea 
that he had been to Charlestown where there were many 
aick, but he " could do them no good, aa he had no druga, 
nor any thing fitting to work with." Dr. Fuller died in 
1638. Among hia descendants have been many celebrated 
pbyaician&r Dr. Matthew Fuller, the aurgeon to the first 
txoopa raised in the colony waa, I believe, a descendant of 
hia, and our esteemed townsman. Dr. Silaa Fuller, is a d^" 
aoeodant, and has now in his possesnon some articles brought 
to thia country by his illustrious ancestor, in the May-Flower. 
I know not whether any phyadans accompanied our 
fore&thera who first settled Connecticut I apprehend there 
were none. In the celebrated attack on Myatic Fort, in 1 637, 
led on by Capt. Maaon, in which 600 £idiana vrere killed, 
our anceators had no aurgeon — though it appeaia there had 
been one despatched in a vessel ordered to sail firom Narra- 
gaaaet Bay, for Pequot harbor. Gov. Winthrop of Cooneo- 
ticnt, himael^ waa a phyftdan, and broaght with him a ksgia 
■offly tof medieiiiea which ha libcnBy dirtribalid. Bathe 



not ontr fumiahed medidnea huft actually pwaeribcd Jar Iha 
aide. Thua, in letters to him we find ifequeol inquirioB n^ 
apecting the propriety of continuing certain madiidnea ha 
had prescribed. The celebrated Mr. Davan[^rt, of New 
Haven cok>ny often conaulted him reapeeting hta own heahh, 
and in one of hia letters wiahea to know if he had heUm 
cuntinue the use of the magiutHum of c<jrmla<, (a medidiie 
not known to modem phyaidana,) which Gov. Winthrop 
had preacribed for Mr. Davenport. Cotton Mather in refei^ 
ence to the medical aervioea and akiU of Governor Winthrap^ 
aaya, that *' wherever he came the diseaaed flocked about wk^ 
aa if the healing angel of Beihetda had appeared in the pboe; 
and ao many were the curea which he wrought, and the hitm 
that he aaved, that if Scanderbeig might bMat of having in 
hia life time alain two thousand men with hia own handi^ 
Gov. W. might have made a fiir more desirable boaat of his 
having healed more than ao many thouaanda." 

Soon after thia, there rouat have been phyddana at avoy 
aettlement in the State, for ao eariy aa 1647 there waa a v«y 
curioua law passed, a law which I pieaume our fiieod Irani 
New York* (Col. Stone,) thinks ought not to have been le- 
pcaled^ — a law ordering that " no person under 20 yean ef 
age, and no person nnaccnatomed to it, should oae any f^ 
^acc9 until he had obtained a certificate from an apprwted 
phyHHaUt that it waa uaeful for him.*' 

Since that period (Connecticut haa been well aupplied with 
akilful and celebrated medical men. Some of tlia best s«- 
geona of the levolutionaiy army were from Counectkat^taw 
of whom, (Dr. Walrous of Colchester, and Dr. Hall of Bait 
Hartford,) alill survive, and are still engaged in the praotiea 
of thdr profesdon. The latter gentleman haa honored as 
with hia preaance thai day. 

Time would fail me were I to enumerate the diatingntdiad 
medical men who have practiced their profeadon in Conaeo* 
ticut Two, however, I muat recall on thia orradnn, aod 
who were known to moat that an present, and who will hmg 
be wroembered, not only by those who personally know thcmv 
but ao long aa two of the moat noble Inatituttons of our 
country exist — institutions which now adorn the beautifid 
eminencea at the western part of thia ci^. 

For these institutions, the American Asylum for the Deaf 
and DumK and the Connecticut Retreat for the Inaane, we 
are freetly, if not mainly indebted to the phyaiciana alluded 
to,— ^phyatdana alike diirtinguished for thdr medical dull end 
thdr cnlaiged and practicd philanthropy. Their meaoiy I 
now propeae : Caim. Con r. 

The memory of J>r. CogtwtU and Ik-, Todd. 

PAAADiaa, Lancaster Co.» Pa. 

Comparative ata tem ent of ve get a tio n . Fniit taeaa in foil 
bloasoms. 

1838.— Apricot, April SO. 

Peachy May 1. 

Cheny, May 1. 

Applet May 20. 
1839.— Apricot, April 6. 

Peech, AprU 10. 

Cheny, April 13. 

Applet April S5. 
1840.— Apricot, March 80. 

Cheny, April IS. 

Peach, April 16. 

Appli, April 34. 
The pubKeatkm e(f the above may imtereat ombj of yonr 
aubacriben, aa it exhibita thedilieraDoe of 
auoeeaiive yeara. Yaiua HMtfafutly, 

U. S, Oaxetie. RaMrovn Oa] 



JBrick Making, — ^The nomber of brieka» made end bomt 
within the limita of thia dty^ for the year 1839, ia cooiputBd 
by the menu&cturerr at 31,000,000 ; and what ia ramarfeablc^ 
the stock remaining on hand at the doae of the year waa leaa 
than the proviooayear. Aa there were fowar buildiiiga erect- 
ed in Baltimore during the laat than for aeveral years, thn 
nomber of bricka ahippad to other plaoaa moat have been 
unuanally large. By wfciring to our qnelaliona. Aoir da. 

ac ri ptiopaa nd pricaapnybaaacartaiDfd^Xj^trsra/V.Cr^* 
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ENGLISH AND AMERICAN RAILROADS. 



For thfl United Stotet Commerdal and 



R0giiter. 



EnglMi and American Railroads. 

No. a. 

In the firat uticle under this bead I have itated the cost 
and relaitTe receipts and expenses of some of the English as 
naU as American Railroads, and shown that compared with 
ihb income the expenses on American xailroads are lesa than 
on the English ; I shall now examine more closely some of 
the items of expenditure. 

In the reports of the English railroad companies, which 
I have before me, the expenses are divided under a great 
■Mpy heads, which, however, is not the case in the reports 
of tb« railroad corporations in Massachusetts; the following 
statement contains the current expenses of the five English 
lailroads considered before, for the last half year, arranged 
uader four different heads : 
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1. Il appeals that of all «xpnnea on the English 

tboaa far maintenanoe of way or the keqjing the road itself 
in good order, amount to 18 per cent. 

3. The locomotive power, which compr is es wpatrsand re* 
mnnl of enghias, engine and firemen's wages, fuel, oU dbc 
"ifceoalB 99 per oent of all eoirent expensea. 

9. T haqpajMBBOQpnactedwiththetiansportationtffpaa- 

i^gan and M^ tbi ra p a iw of can, ooBdocloiay poiten, 
dto. amowit to 34 par cent, and 

4b All other axpaaaea not OMdoded in tba above, aa nlea 
and taxM^ aabriea of dupaetors, oflksa expenaes, police, print- 

iBf, de&t aaooat to 39 far eant of the local eunreBt expenses. 

It fa to ba.iv<0ttad, that the reports of tha English rail- 

wqr eonpuiiaa oontaia neither the tonnage, nor the nnmber 

of miba travelled by the locomottvea during the whole period, 



thereby making it tmpoesible to calculate th^ expenaes of 
transporting a passenger or a ton of goods one mUe, as also 
the cost per inile of travel of the engines with their trains. 
The expenses for maintenance of way however do not depend 
entirely on the traffic uf the roads ; they are more or lesa 
considenble according to the manner of construction of the 
road itself, the number of trains passing over it, their s|ped, 
and also according to the construction of locomotives and 
cars. The five English railroads above enumerated are all 
constructed very substantially, with a heavy iron rail fastened 
upon stone blocks ; there are no periahable materials employ- 
ed in the superstructure and the expenses for keeping the road 
in order are incurred only by the adjustment of the track» 
repairs of bridges, cleaning the slopes and ditches, dbc 

Compered vrith the length of the five railways (265} miles) 
we find the expenses for the maintenance oif way equal to 
2,396 dollart pier mile 0/ road and per year. 

The following table shows the expenditure for the last 
year on the five railroads in Massachusetts, and is extracted 
from the roports of the railroad corporations to the legislature. 
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The oxpenses fiir maintenance of way amount thflrafive 
on the railroads in Masaachusetts to 14 per cent, of ibe whda 
expenditure, and those for repairs of engines and cars to.lS 
per cent ; and if the expenses for the ti>*«f»*o^tnffff of way 
be compared with the length of the roads it shows an expend 
diiure per ndle 0/ road and per jfear of only 89r dotlart, 
which is ene-eivth of the expenditure in England far the 
same item. 

This result appean the more strikmg, if we consider that 
the American railroads are constructed with lighter rails, 
Mstii^ upon an entirely wooden supeiitiuctare, and must 
principtll^ be attributed to the greater speed, with which the 
trains run upon the English roads and the great number of 
hands constantly employed on the Imes. .K. 
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MiBOELLANBOUB. 



[Mat. 



MtmndarypfJ^fkroa SeoHa^r^la • pa mph let publiahed in J^ationtd Armorioi^—Then were manuiactared at the 
London, 1770^ refiwnng lo the origin of tho war of 1?58» national armories from Jan. lat to Sept 30, 1839, acconfing 
betwean Great Bikain and Franca, which was concluded by ' to a late report to Congreaa : 

 treaty of peace m'1763 ; we find the following aa the boun- 1 . . Af ...rtj tx.....^. » :-. m^ , 

darns of Nwa Scetia, when it was gmntad to Sir William ^* Bprtngfield. Harpefa F«iy. TotaL 



Alexander; and which, it is there averted, also had always Muskets complete, 
be eq p he boandaries of that Territory^ ever afterwards, though Screw drivers, 
it had passed from England Co France, and been reduced by Musket wipers, 
British troops sevenl times within the periods of 1622 and Ri^^ wipers, 
1763: , Spring vices, 

*'Att and singukr the lands of the continent and the l^all screws, 
Manda in America, within Cape Sable, lying in 43 or 44 Bayonets for rifles, 
i&g* north latitude, or thereabout— thenoe along the coast of Batteiy springs, 
St Mary's Bay ; thenoe paasiog northward by a right line Main springs, 
acroas the Oolph or Bay of Fundy, to the river St Craiz, Rifle stocks, 
and to the remotest western spring-head thereof; thence, by i Ram-rods, 
an imaginaiy line, conceived to run through or over the land , 8ide pins for supportere, 
WMthward, to the next ship-road, or river, or apruag, dischaig- Cockf, 
Bg itself into the great river of Canada." (St Lawrence.) 

Here, it will be aeen that the line northward from the head 
of St Croix u to run or extend to a river or spring or ship- ' Cock pins, 
road or harbor, connected or communicating wi& the St ] Flint cape, 
Lawrence. B. 

[JUereautiie Jounuil, 
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£xpendit(L 

Far lands, build- 
ings and other 

IfUercMting Obtertfance. — ^In our country villages in New E^![^l!?f!?4. "*** « q^« 
Bngtaul. ««1 «Fj|cWIy th, oU«t. w. .pp|^^ r^ZZS^tJ ' 

nous usages of other days are retained which this bustling . of •!««. 124 484 74 
and changing worid generally cares not for and knows not por machhierv 
of. A Tcnerable friend has apprised us of such an instance | j, . ^J 

in the neighboring village of Dorchester, where it appears a ' r '* ^° _/ 
special extn day of fiisting and prayer is observed by a great \ '^T*^"^ arpropn- 
part of the serious-minded housebolden of the town, once a ' ^ °°'' 
year, the Friday preceding the first Monday in May. The ' fr^^t amount er- 
gatbering is held at the bouse of the eldest Deacon, who, in nc ez- 

thia case, is old Mr. Humphreys, and he has enjoyed the 
preoedenee referred to, no less than thirty-lbur years. We 
are assured these meetings are roost delightful, and are keenly 
relished by those who attend— an attendance wholly unre- 
strained by considerations of sect The custom was estab- i 
lished over two centuries ago— being, in tact, an institution 
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155,636 02 280,119 76 



3,179 51 16,826 77 19,0^6 28 



pended, $131,441 05 #183,387 61 |313,S38 56 



Revenue Cutten.'-^Thtn were expended for the revenue 
cutters, indoding the pay of officen and seamen, ntiens, re- 
pairs, equipments^ incidental expellees tnd coHectonP com- 
of the earliest settlen — and we understand its observance has ' missions— and the service genetally in 1830 to 1837| with 



never been interrupted. — Botton Merc, Jour, 



FUh ef Peoria Lake. — A catfish was caught m Peoria 
lake on Friday motoing last by Mr. George Oakloy, which ; ^2,945 32,) as follows, viz : 
weighed one hundred and forty-one poands: It was fire 
ieet long, throe and a half feet round, and twelve inches be- 
tween Ihe eyes. On opening it it was found to contain two 
large fishes, one of .which appeared to have been swallowed 
but an hour ct two previously, and the head and wings of 
a wild duck. m» m believed to bo the largest fish ever 
caught here, that caught by Mr. Ketlar a year or two aince 
weighing one hundred and tliirty-two pounds only, though 
It is aereral pounds less than one caught near Pekin, ten 
mUes below here, about a year ago. Mr. Oakley having pre- 
aented us with a sample of this, we are able to pronounce 
the quality excellent, and in no reapect inferior to those of 
amaller siae. 

Wo aslo learn that on Saturday and Sunday mornings 
Mr. Oakley caught two more catfiah, but little inferior in 
'naaighl to thanbovo nentiooed* All were can^ with a trot 
or oat line. ShonU Mr. Oakley's run of look oontia«a, he 
' wiU bo able to fdiniah a supply of Ahis eaeBUenl ibod thraii^ 
wathe ie ai o n at a irarf Modeaate price. 



the exception of the 1st quarter of 1831, (the vonchere fer 
the disbursements at New Yotk during that time harii^ been 
destroyed in the fire of 1833, amounting to the aom of 



In 1830 


163,756 62 


In 1834 


213,140 68 


1831 


167,160 60 


1836 


199,646 94 


1832 


.193,174 15 


1836 


180,930 95 


1833 


261,142 37 


1837 


274,803 12 
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During which period there have \ttta in service either fer 
the whole time^ or longer or shorter portions of it 40 cutten. 



" What t'f there in a name!* — By one late act of Maasa- 
chusetts upwaids of 100 persona ire Mi^oriaed to change 
their names. 



MuH[ueHe9 vt. the U, 5l«^nny.— In a late statement of 
tfai Qonttngent expensea of the militaxy establishment for 
iaa9» «« notiea that f 1,900 75, were paid by the quartar 
nsnter at New Orinm Ihr the pmohiao of 760 nnt$qtut9e 
6ara— bemg more than half of the whole con&igent ezpenaes, 
$3|736 82. 



The Secretaries of the States of New Tork and Mms- 
sippi will please accept oar tfianka Ibr piAfic docuMiitsIbi^ 
warded. 



OC^ The UNITED STATES COMMEAOIAL AIO 
STATISTICAL RBGI8TOS, is pnfaUvd m 
dny, at No. 79 Dock atiwt Tha ptiae to 
FIvo Jkikam par annxn, pagraHo on tfa6 lal of 
each year. NosubaeriptiDaTCeBlvtodlar laaa4an>m 
SlilMiibeta out of tha piinflipal dtia* to pqr iandtttMx. 
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Sir : — la my latt, which was dated at Rio, on the ere of 
mj dcpartan tfaenco, I had iha honor to inform you that 
I had it in contamplation to poif through the Strait of Ma- 
gailaiit in preference to doubling Cape Horn, on my panage 
to the Pjrific. I waa lod to entertain this preference, from 
having met wilh the English oflkcia who were engaged in 
the aunrey of the Strait while I was on the Brasil etation 
aeveial yean ago, and who spoke fevorably of it In addi- 
tiofi to (his, I imJerttood at Rio that a French corvette had 
iQoently passed through from weH to eati, and that the offi- 
cers were pleased with the passage. I knew, too, that it was 
oecaaionaUy viiited hy our vthulen and sealers, and that it 
might be in ray power to render them assistanoe, should they 
need it, as win appear in the sequel, was the case. 

In atuidtng to the southward, I kept near the coast, as is 
noommended, being genenlly on soundings ; but a succes- 
sion of southerly and southwesterly gales, in one of which 
we had the mt^ortune to spring the bowsprit, retarded our 
progTcai, and it was not until thirty-two days after leaving 
Kio, that we made Cspe Virgins. I now bad additionsl and 
stronger reasons for attempting the passage by the Straits— 
Our sprung bowsprit was not to be depended on in the heavy 
gnfes which are generally expeaeaced oflTthe cape, although 
it had U.eii fished and secured in the best possible manner, 
and our uuusuaUy long pasnage tlioa fer, had leduccd our 
•apply of water and fuel so much that we must have suflered 
great inconvenience in making (he paatage by the c^ie, un- 
less we had been fortunate enough to have a short one<— 
The Strait profnised a supply of fuel and water, at least, and 
I decided to enter it. Accordingly, on the morning of the 
S8th Nov., at 4, A. M., I paavd the capes and succeeded in 
getting through the first narrow the same evening, when the 
wind leaving me I was obliged to anchor in St Phillip*8 Bay, 
near the Foegianshors. As soon as the tide served, I weighed 
•gain, and got over on the north ahore as fer as was practi- 
cable, it being better sbehend with the wind from the west* 
ward, the point from which it was then blowing feesh. It soon 
after increased to a gale, which compelled us to let goaaeoond 
anchor, having to ride against a strong currsnl and heavy leas. 
As soon as the gale abated, I weighed and worked with 
the tide to the anchorage at Cape Gr^oi^, recommended by 
Capt. King in his directions for the Strait Here we expa- 
riencad a succession of heavy gales from the westward, in 
one of which, while riding with the two anchors ahead, 00 
fethoms on one cable, and 36 on the other, in 10 fethoms 
water, we parted the cable on whadi was the long scope, at 
90 fethoms feom the anchor, and after driving about two 
miles^ brought up with the remaining anchor in 13 fethoms 
water, having veered the whole cable, 130 fethoma, it blow- 
iog a perfect hurricane, the vessel pitching bowiqirit under, 
and the sea making • feir brtacfa over the bows^ so that we 
wen obiigsd to batten down the hatches to prevent it getting 
below. At this time, we had oui yards and topmasts down, 
tad jU>-beom figged in, pfMeming nothing for the wind to 
act upon, above the hull, except our lower masts and rigging 
in a una. Fortunately our starbotnl cable pioved to be fl^od, 
and our beet bower held on until the gale abated, v^en I 
weighed agaki and resumed our former anchonge* I aaw 
nothing of the buoy to ouf kit aochor»aad * the wmhet 
Vol U,— 39 



continued too boisterous to lower a boat to sweep for it, which 
uniler the most fevorable circumstances wouM have been al^ 
most useless in so extensive a road, T was obliged, though 
reluctantly, to abandon it. 

As sfton as the wind moderated sufficiently, I got imder 
way with the flood, or favorable, tide, and beat through the 
second narrows, the wind still continuing from the westward^ 
having been detained six days in St Philip's Bay, by head 
winds and gales, during which we had never been able to 
lower a boat, or have any communication with the shore. 

We left Cape Gregory on the morning of the 6th Dec, 
and the aame evening anchored in Port Famine, the wind 
which was still from the westward, being fevorable for u* 
after passing the second narrows, the course being neariy 
south. I remained seven days at Port Famine, wooding and 
watering, and getting a spar suitable for a bowsprit, as it 
might be difficult to obtain one in the Padflo, and would at 
any rate be expensive. During our stay at Port Famine^ 
the wind blowed continually from the west, and mostly m 
gale, so that it was not until the 1 8th Dec that we were id>le 
to get underway with any prospect of turning lo the westward* 

On the morning of the 13th, we weighed, and commenced 
beating up for Cape Froward, the southernmost point of tbo 
continent ; but after reaching it, the wind incrsssed to a gale^ 
and drove us back neariy to our former anchorage at Port 
Famine* I kept underway, however, and as soon as it mod* 
erated made sail to recover the ground we had kMt ; and in 
the course of another twenty-four boon got aa fer to ttier 
westwaid aa Cape Gallant, the entrance ef Enghsh reach,^- 
Here we encountered ancHber advene gala, which drove na 
back some fifteen or twenty miles ; and after haiviag bestt 
underway three d«ya and nighta, in thia nsROW, tBtrieala 
channel, all hands worn out wtUk fatigue, and no prospect ol 
a change of wind, I put into Munray'a Cove, oo the Fuegiaia 
shore, to give the crew some rest Weremained at Muiray'a 
Cove three days, the wind blowing a constant gals feom tho 
westward. 

On the morning of the 19di, the wind modera ti ng aufii- 
ciently to turn against it, I got uu d sm i ay with the flood, and 
by evening reached Port GaKant, where I anchored fat the 
night ; and on the follcwing morning, at daylight, waa un- 
derway again, beating throaglr Enf^Ksh Beaeh« At 3 o'clock 
in die afternoon, we anchored in York Soads^ the whidhav* 
ing left us, and the tide being idNMit to tuiOL The same 
evening, Dec SOth, at abool 7 o'cto^ m light brscie sprang 
up from the eastward, and I lost no tana in gettmg under 
way to profit by it, dxmgh Crooked Reach, Which was next 
to be paased, ia perhapethe most difiScoH put of the Sfndt to 
navigate, owing to its being narrow and the tides strong and 
irregular, and of coarse it was not desirable to be undnway 
in it during the night ; but oar passage had been so protract- 
ed, that I oouk> not think of losing any oppotftomty to gel 
onward, uid by daylight the following morning we had 
pMsed safely through it and wen at iha entnnca of Long 
Reach, with the wind atiU feir sod ftesfaanln^ LongBendi 
waa soon paased, and by evanfag wa wars nsaiiy vp win 
Cepe Pillar, the west entrance of ihm Strmt, flatti i i^ g oqn 
aelvea that we had at length leadied the Pacific, end got 
clear of die intricaCs fod ii»|ifeasant if not dsngerous, natj* 
gation of the Strait But we weredestined to be disappoint* 
ed. When wiAin about three miles of tho cape, the eniteriy 
wind gave way to one fmm the west, which soon JncwasuJ 
to a jife, md from that la a hvmcana, drivmg as badt into 
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the Strait. After Tem<ining underway two nights inora» 
hating drifted back as for as Cape Pfovidenee, with the 
weather so thick as often to obscure the land on both sides, 
and having encountered considerable peril ftom having drifted 
too near the land during the night, which obliged us to caf^ 
ly a heavy press of sail for a short time to clear, I was com* 
pelled to bear up for a shelter, and run back 15 miles ; which, 
in addition to what we had drifted^ made about evenly, and 
came to anchor, in Marion Cove, on the Patagonian shore^ 
on the evening of the 23d, all hands much fatigued with the 
constant exertions which had been nec^sary to guard against 
the dangers with which we had been surrounded. The sick 
list, at this time, amounted to sixteen ! being more than 25 
per cent of the crew, and included many of my best men. 

We remained at Marion Cove until the 'i6th, the wind 
mntil then continuing to bk>w a gale from the westward ; but 
the cove being a perfect shelter, my crew had become re- 
freshed, and the sick report reduced from dD(teen to six. 

On the morning of the 26th, we were underway again, 
with the wind from the westward, but moderate; uid by even- 
ing had reached Half Port Bay, distant about ten miles from 
Marion Cove, where we anchored for the night, and were 
vnderway the next morning (the 27th) as toon aa the tide 
made, b(»ting to the westward. 

. In the afternoon, being abreast of Cape Tamar, discovered 
a sail to N. W., near the Patagonian shore, becalmed ; and, 
diortly afterwards, a boat coming from her towards us. She 
proved to be the a^hooner Lagrange, of Btonington, Conn., 
Briggs master, 90 tons burthen, belonging to Mr. Williams, 
of Stonington, tender to the three-masted schooner Bolton, 
• whaling vessel belonging to Stonington also. The master 
■tated that Lagrange had been out four years from the United 
State* ; that ^e was formerly tender to the ship Calypso, 
which vessel had completed her cargo of oil at Port Desire, 
on the east coast of Patagonia, and returned home ; and that 
be had then engaged as tender to the Bolton, and bad sailed 
wirti her about four months since from Port De»ire, with in- 
tention of whaling for a time at St. Croix and Gallegos riv- 
ers, and then to come into the Strait ; that shortly after leaving 
Port Desire, they encountered a heavy gale, since which he 
had flaen nothing of the Bolton, and auppoeed she waa lost ; 
he had been to St Croix and Gallegos rivers, and then came 
into the Strait, where he had been for two months past, sub- 
Mating on muscles and limpets, the provisions for the voyage 
having been on board tho Bolton ; that he had not dared to 
leave the Strait, to get either to Chiloe or the Falkland Is- 
lands, for fear of starving, and then' only hope was to fall in 
with a passing veaeel to supply them, I directed a supply 
•f provisions, sufiicient for twenty days, to be furnished them, 
(aeven in namber,) which we could ill epare, being oorselves 
on reduced allowance, and from the experience we had had, 
liable to be kept still an indefinite time in the Strait We 
ftirnished them also with powder, as they had a fowling piece 
and ahot on board. Aa the wind was still ftt>m the west- 
ward* and his veasel dull, the master decided rather to run 
back for the Falkland lalands, where he thought he might &1I 
in with some whaling vesfd who would employ him, and fur- 
nish him with supplies, than to accept of the protection which 
I offered him, if he would keep company with us ; and as soon 
aa he returned on board, he bore up and stood to the eastwai^. 

Not being able to find an anchorage without running 
hack, I remained underway during the night, and tiie next 
•vening (99th) anchored at Tueaday Cove, about twelve 
miles from < Jape Pillar, as the appearance of the weather was 
imfavorable, and it had commenced blowing fresh again from 
the westward. We remained at Tuesday Gove until the 
Slat, it blowing a heavy gale from the westward until that 
time, when we got underway at daylight, and by 8 o'clock 
in the afternoon had Cape Pillar "bearing south, and a hreeae 
from W. N. W., which just enabled us to weather it and the 
Apostle rocks which lay outside. By sundown we had gained 
an offing of twenty-five milea. « 

I find, by looking back in my journal, that we had been in 
tho Strait 33 days and 12 hours ; underway S84 hours. In- 
cluding 7 nights; and at anchor 5S0 houn, including 36 
nights ; having anchored eleven times. Of the seven nights 
we were undepvay, three were spent between Port Famine 



and Cape Gallant; one in Creeled Reach, and three bctwem 
Capes Providence and Pillar, in Sea Rea^ ; five nights oat of 
the seven, it was blowing heavy gales from the westward, and 
thick weather, eo Ihal both shores were fiequenlly ohscuicd. 

We saw bnt two natives while in the Strait They showed 
themselves on the rocks, on the Fuegian shore* where tfaej 
had a fire, while we were pacsing Long Beach rapidly with 
a fair wind, which prevented our having any conamunicaiion 
with them. Smoke was seen on the Fuegiaa ahore. while 
we were at Cape Gregory, and also on Elimheth Island, juit 
inside of the second narrow, as we passed. We saw huts al 
Port Famine, and at several other pbcea where we anchored, 
some of which appeared to have been recently occopiedd— 
We were able to obtain nothing of conspqvence ezoepi wood 
and water. A few ducks were shot, but were indifinn^ it 
being breeding season. Wild celery grows in abundance^ 
but is disagreeable to the taste. Fish are acaree, small and 
indifferent Muscles and limpets, which are but meagre ibod(, 
are abundant We saw a number of whales, bnt ^eiy few seifaL 

The thermometer renged ftom 85 to 50, and the weather 
was generally thick and rainy ; the higher mouBtaina covered 
with snow. P? o dependence can be j^ced on the bareneter, 
except that, when mw, it never rises until ii blowa a gale, 
and then generelly commences to rise as the gale incrcasen 
A heavy atmosphere is no security against wind or rain, as 
we often had 'storms of both when the barometer indicated 
^* fine weather." This was the caae as we neared the Padficb 
the mercury never rising to that point until we were as &r 
west as Sea Reach. 

The description, given by some navigators, of the natural 
productiQna of the country, appeared to me to be veiy exag- 
gerated. We saw but few flowers, and those were gencvaOy 
inoderous, the berries tasteless, and the trees which Byron 
describes as suitable for masts ** for tb^ largest ships in the 
BritieJi navy," were found to be so unsound that it waa not 
until after falling.^t>e, that we were at>le to obtain one suit- 
eble for a bowsprit for the Shark. Many of them, however, 
are of great siie ; we measured one which girted 174 f^^ ^ 
feet from the ground, bnt it was doubtless hollow, like those 
we cut 

I have been thua minute in describing the passage of the 
Shark through the Strait of Magellttn, I believe the first pu^ 
he vessel of the United States which has passed throng 
them, thinking thst you. sir, in common with the officcn of 
the navy, might feel some interest in the narration. It has 
been a long disputed question, whether it be advisable for 
small vessels to pare through the streit from easl to wee/, in 
preference to doubling the cape. My experience wookl tend 
to discourage a tirnnger to I lie rovte fi-om attempting it, in 
the month of December at least, thoegh it is quite piebaUe 
that the winds may have l>een as adveree to the aonthward of 
the-cape as in the Strait; and ibat we were peculiariy unfbrtv- 
nate in out weather. The conclusion I have come to, from the 
experience of a single passage only, it is true, is that for small 
vesaek, the passage from -west to easi is prefenlde to gctng 
ronnd, as wood and water can be obtained, and the dietanoe 
shortened. At any time while we were in the Strait, a pas- 
sage to the eastward could easily have been made in four daya^ 
and sooner were the navigator acquainted with the channel, 
so as not to fear being underway in the night. No vessti 
w>uld be likely, however, to pass without touching to wood 
and water ; and a week might be profitably occupied, even 
with a fair wind, in getting through. I should doubt the 
policy of making the passage either way with iarge vessels^ 
though our whaling ships frequently paw both waya. No 
▼essel could be better calculated to pess through the Streil 
than the 8haik,with the exception of her being a dull sailor. 
This, however, is in a measure compensated by her greet 
capacity to bear sail. I doubt if a large, or even modenle 
siaed, hiptare-rig^d veitef could haw made the pasaega> 
under similar circumstanoes, in double the time. 

I arrived here yesterday, after hating touched at Yaldivia 
to refresh the crew and procure soraenecesnry suppfire, and 
found orden from Commodore Claxton to join him at Callai^ 
touching at Coquimbo on my way. I have the honor tob^ 
rery Mi^eetfnUy,yow ob't serr't, A. filGELOW. 

Hod. Jaxis K« PAUKUire, Se^y e/* the Ifavjf, 

Army and ^uvy Chronicle. 
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From the Albtny Journal. 

Beport of the Canal Board, 

In aiMvre^to rMoIationi of tbo AmtembUy TMpecting the ca- 
nal debts and rerenuea^ and the enlargement of the Eiie 
Canal, dec 

[Conclvded from page 29fi.] 

The Board has confined itself to Uie qnestions put, and 
has not, therefore, made any deduction from the reTenae, to 
be applied to the enlargement of the Erie canal, or any 
oUker pubKc works^ It is very certain that the revenues 
from the canal will not alone be snflicieni to continne the 
enlargement, and that a resort to loans to some extent will 
he indispensable. To oxaust all the income for that pur- 
pose, and reserve none of it for the payment of interest on 
new debts, would procrastinate that work, and oontinne the 
erabamssmetits which it occasions to the navigation of the 
Brie canal, to an indefinite extent, and thos postpone the 
period when its benefits, particularly in the augmentation 
of tolls, will be reaKxed. Past experience has diown that 
it is the better economy to complete our public works as 
promptly as may be consiBtent with careful supervision and 
n due regard to the demand for laborers, and thus enjoy 
their revenuea at the earliest period. For if these revenues 
exceed the interest on any debt contracted for the works 
that produce them, the aooner the surplus is reaHxed the 
greater will be the ability to discharge those debts. The 
improvement would thus be made to pay for itself. In this 
view, fonds which would be insufficient to complete any 
wortc, within a given time, if applied directly to it, woukl 
be mora than adequate to sostain a loan which would fiiush 
Mich work, end enable it at the earliest period to commence 
the re-payment of the cost of its construction. It is upon 
this principle that our canals have bean constructed, and 
experience has justified its wisdom \ and if in the present 
condition of the public woiks, in reference to the system of 
internal improvement as a whole, and the just claims of dif- 
feient portions of the State, the Legislataw should deter- 
mine that the sums to be expended on the enlargement or 
any other pabltc work, ahoald be limited by the amount of 
buis authorised for soch work, then the surplus of the in- 
come, after paying the present claims on it, and the mterest 
of such loans, might be applied as a sinking fund, or in 
the gradnal pnrekase and extinguishment of the existing 
stocks, before any large amoont &oold aceumvtate. The 
amount haa already been stated, to which loans may safefy 
be made during the next aevea yeaia, without a neort to 
direct taxation or to new loans to pay^the interest; and it 
has been shown that a large surplus will exist, paxticQlarly 
in the earlier yealv of the eeriea, which may be invested in^ 
some form. If directiona were given to apply this aorpliis,' 
whatever it might be, or a portion of it, to the purchase of 
outstanding stocks, its eflfects upon the credit of the State 
would be most beneficial; while it would relieve the eem- 
minity from the eoosequences of drawing from banks or 
any other depository or borrower, a large amount at one 
time for the payment of auch stocks. Another portion of 
it might be applied to the prosecutno of the enlargement, 
<n mj other public work. 

Extent to which aid may be rendered — Internal 

Improvement* 

Intimately oonneeted with that part of the sobiect just 
discussed, is tiie inquiiy contained in thesapplemmital reeo- 
lotion of the Assembly, as to the ^'extent to which aid may 
be rendered by the State to enterprises of internal improve- 
ment, by a loan of its stock or otherwise, without impairing 
its resources to proeeente the canals now in progress, and 
without injury to its financial arrangements." 

The enterprises of internal imprevement referred to, most 
be, 1st, those undertaken by corporate companiee ; and 2d, 
thoae which the State may be called on to execate. With 
regard to the first class, it is prrsumed that the aid of the 
lltele, by a loan of its stocky would not be asked or.granted, 
without' the reasonable expectation that the principal and 
intcrast of tfa* itock would be feithfvlff paid by the company 



to which such aid should be extended. The only limita- 
tion to aid of this description would' be prescribed by a re- 
gard to the amouht of State stock which should be sent into 
the market during any year. It should not be permitted to 
exceed the natural demand, but should rather fell under it 
So much depends on the State of the money market in 
Europe, and that is so fluctuating, that no very accurate cal- 
culations can be made. The recent advices from England 
indicate great Improvement in the quantity of money seek- 
ing investment^ and in the rate of interest. Assuming 
that the direct loans of the State for the year will not ex- 
ceed three or four millions of dollars, it is believed that the 
loan of its certificates of stock might be made to the amount 
of another million, without endangering the public credit 
or glutting the market But in the opinion of thia Board 
it is of the last importance that the time of selling such 
stock, the manner of such sale, and the price shuukl be regu- 
lated by the Commisaionera of the Canal Fund, in order to 
prevent direct and vexatious interference with the loans 
which the State may make. 

With respect to loans of stock to com^ftnies which are 
not expected to pay the interest or the whole of the prind* 
pal, they would amount to a direct debt, and may be con- 
sidered with the second class of enterprises; so subscriptions 
to the stock of any company would be absolute advances^ 
and should be in the same class. 1 he aid which the 
State may safely render in these cases, and in those where 
it is called upon to execute the work, depends upon tho 
estimates of the probable amount of revenue in the next 
seven years, and upon the amount of prior claims upon 
such revenue. The Board is not aware of any application 
to tlm Legislature, now pending to undertake the execution 
of any now work, except that of a railroad between Ogdens- 
burg and Lake Champlain. The comparatively small sum 
which may be necessary to commence the preparations for 
that work, and which could be judiciously expended the 
present year, would not be felt in the amount of loans 
which the public exigencies seem to require. 

Whether any change can he made in iheptan. 

Having arrived at the above conclusions as to the finan* 
cial condition of the State, for the ensuing seven years, tha 
Canal Board vrill proceed in answer the question propound- 
ed to them by the Assembly which requires them to state^ 
**whether, in their opinion, any change can be made, advan- 
tageously to the pnblie interests, in the plan, dimeneions or 
manner of exeeotion of the work, adopted for the enlarge- 
ment of the Erie Canal, so as to lessen the expense of that 
work ; and also how long a period of time will be required 
to complete, meet advantageooaly to the poblie inloreitf 
the enlargement of said canal." 

Object of enlarging the Erie eanoL 

The object of enlarging the Erie Canal is to remedy 
those defects in its present construction with which all are 
femiliar who are connected in any manner with Ita trade 
or navigation. Theaedefecta have been so frequently ex- 
plaiaed in official communications to the Legiiriature, that 
it is not deemed n ece s s a ry at this time to specify them ia 
detail. Briefly they may be alated aa fellows: die canal 
has not sufiident width ; it is unnecessarily crooked ; and 
it is too shallow ; its structnres are feeble, and too email, and 
ix, is not well supplied with water. The present width of 
the canal ia 40 feet on tlie surfeee, and 26 on the bottom, not 
permitting more than two boats to lie abreast; and the locksp 
which are 16 feet vride and 90 feet long, are too wide in 
proportion to the width of the canal* The enlarged canal 
will be 70 feet wide on the surface, and 42 en the bottom^ 
with double locka 18 feet wide, and 110 feet kmg. The 
'Original depth of the preaent canal was 4 feet; but beiqi^ 
left exposed en one side to the wash of the adjacent conntr 
it haa become obstructed by bars, and for several yeara 
been gradually filling with alluvial depoaifti, ao that ' 
is now but little more than o feet available for the pr 
of navigation. The depth of the enlarged canal r 
feet; and the depth will hereafter be fully main 
aeooring the ticnch from allovial deposits, by 
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the TiTiiIeta and Uriger fltreami now dacharging their aed- 
ioMntioto the canal, through caWerta pasring under the 
hottom. The numeroua cunratures in the preaent canal oc- 
casioned by unnecessarily adhering in its original con- 
etruction to the hiH side, will be materially diminished, and 
the line straightened, ao that its total loigth will be less- 
ened neariy ten miles. Double locks will be eonatracted 
throughout the I me, thereby doubling the facilities for pasH 
^g hoali. The number of IlA-locks now 82, will be re- 
duced to 74, by consolidating some of the lifts and distrib- 
uting anew the levels, by which they will be rendered much 
more commodious, lira summit at Jordan, 11 ^ miles 
long, wfll be reduced to the gnde of the levels on each 
side; thus uniting three levels in one. The number of 
bridges will be diminished nearly one-third. The locks 
and aqueducts, many of whidh were imperfectly constructed, 
and have become dilapidated, are to be rebuilt in a very du- 
rable manner, and solBcient strength and compactness will 
be given to the masonry to enaftile it to withstand the con- 
stant and heavy concussion to which it will be subject 
The width of the aqueducts^ now aflS>rding room only for 
the passage of a single boat, is to be doubled. The em- 
bankments are to be thoroughly and carefully constructed, 
and generally faced with walling, and their breadth is to be 
incTMsed 3 feet Guard-gates are to be introduced at short 
intervals to prevent the injury which breaches might other- 
wise occasion. A more ample supply of water on the 
western division from Lake Erie to the Seneca River, a 
distance of 149 miles is to be secured, by giving to the 
level between Lockport and Rochester an increase both of 
width and declivity ; and the channel through the Moun- 
tain Ridge at Lockport, now but 30 feet wide, is to be in- 
creased to 62 ieet with vertical sides. This arrangement 
will render it unnecessary longer to divert the waters of the 
Genesee River from fl&e mills at Rochester, which has oc- 
casioned great injury to the manufacturing interests of that 
^hy and a consequent loss of revenue to the canal. Capa- 
cious feeders from ihe Blsck River and other sources are to 
be constructed, which will insure a constant and steady 
•upply of water on the middle division of the canal, where 
Ihe navigation for want of such supply has been frequently 
cmbarraMod. Upon the channel thus enlarged, boats may 
be employed of at least three times the burden of those now 
navigating the canal; so that in lieu of a cargo of over 40 
or 50 tons, fliey will carry from 100 to ISO tons. Indeed, 
it is believed that their burthen may be increased even be- 
yond that amount. The coal baiges now navigating the 
Delaware and Raritan Canal, the channel of whida is 7 feet 
deep and 75 feet wide, carry from 180 to 300 tons, and 
are of suflicient size and strength to be towed with safety 
•cross the open bay between New Brunswick and New 
York. The enlargement of the Erie Canal must tberefore 
operate to concentrate its tomiage in one-third only of the 
■umber of boats which are now required; and as a neces- 
•ary consequence, the total distance travelled by boats 
will be reduced two^hirds. The amount of saving which 
will ensue from this cause, will be appreciated by referring 
to the commercial statistics of the canal. Upwards of S,70U 
boats are now registered in the Comptroller's office; of 
which at least 8,600 ai^ in active movement, during con- 
dderable portions of the year, employing a force of nearly 
ten thousand men, with a proporttonate number of horses. 
The distance travdied by the boats in the year 1889, and. 
Aown br the tables, was 4,778,850 miles. The coneen- 
fration of th« tonnage in one-third of the present number 
of boats will therefore save an amount of movement equiva- 
lent to' the traction annually of a single boat 3,185,900 
miles, and will effect an annual reduction in human labor 
oquivvlent to that of at least 5,000 men ; and this large 
gain, which is calculated upon the present amount of our 
Internal trade, will be continuftlly progressive, keeping pace 
frith fha future expansion of that trade. The large number 
of boats which f n busy seasons now crowd the canal, pro- 
daea tazatfoui and mjurious delays, which are sendbly felt 
bf all who an engaged in ita trade or navigation. In 
wmj Toyage bitween ^Ibanr and BuflUo^ a largo pm^ 
floQ of thna fa nwessartly lost in paasfaig through tha 



which oongrsgate open the eastern division between 
Utica and the Hudson River; while in case of aeeidait to 
the canal itself, the rapid and almost instant aocomnlatioB 
of boats which takes place, frequently several miles in ex- 
tent, xenden the channel impassable lor a longtime aftsi the 
original cause of interruption is removed. 

On the 1 1th day of May, 1836, the Legislalure, in new 
of these defects and embaSrrassments, and of the increasing 
commerce of the State, passed a law directing the Canal 
Commissioners to enlarge the dimensions of the canal to 
such size as shoukl be determined by the Canal Board. The 
dimensions were accordingly fixed aoon after the passage ef 
the law, at 6 feet deep ai^ 60 feet wide; bat after fmtba 
and fuller examination, the Board reviewed itsdedaion, and 
fixed the dimensions upon the present plaa of 7 feel deep^ 
and 70 feet wide. 

The plan thus prescribed by the Board has already hem 
executed to a considerable extent. Cimtracta have been 
made fer portions of the work estimated at $11,454,903; 
under which payments have been made up to the let of 
April, 1840, to the amount of $5,600,067 51. Tbe total 
coet of the work was estimated by the kte Canal Comnna* 
sionere, in their report to the AssanbIy,on the 30th Mand^ 
1839, [Assembly Documents of 1839, No. 339,] at #33, 
402,863 03. The Board are aware that apprebensiflM 
have been entertained that this estimate may prove inade- 
quate. While it most be admitted that large aHowmwea 
should always be made for contingencies in an entetpvise 
so extensive, arising from circumstances which canaoC be 
fully foreseen or provided for, yet the evidence thua fer, 
growing out of the actual constroctioo of the woik, and 
that too in its most difiScult divisions, indnoes the Board to 
believe that the result will not vary materially from the ee> 
timate above stated. 

Assuming this estimate, then, as a baais^ the feflowiag 
particolan in respect to the woHl, will furnish « view ofila 
difiwrent parts* 
Tbe ordinary channel of the canal, called 

the *' section work," wiU cost^ #11,370,771 67 

The damagea fer land and buildings 

taken, 604^44 60 

The "mechanical structures,*' so called, 

consist of - 
Locks, which are esti- 

matedat #4,981,686 83 

Aqueducts 8,083,706 78 

Bridges, 1,366,653 00 

Culverts, 841,677 96 

Feeden, (including 

that fiom the Black 

river,^ bulk-heads, 

guard-gatea, waste- 

vriers and weigh- 

locks, 708,573 18 



9,815,196 68 

#31,890,618 96 
To this sum is added for eontingenciee, 
auperintendenoe and engineering,... 1,518,050 Of 

#33,403,863 08 



Geographically divided ihit work will ooot : 
The eastern division, 108 miles, [by the new line,] from Al- 
bany to Utica,.. #10,133,854 11 or #93,817 per mile. 
The middle division, 
ninety-six miles^ 
from Utica to the 
Seneca river, at 

Montezuma, .... 4,159,314 88 or 43,386 per mila. 
The western divi- 
sion, 150 miles, 
from Montecuma 
to Buffiilo, 9,1 11,393 56 or 57,483 per mili^ 



#83|403,868 08 or #64,910 



t 



1840.] 



BBPORT OF THS NEW YORK OANAL BOARD. 



300 



TIm ramariublB d M propoit i op wfaieh if exhibited betirNn 
tfao eost per mile of the eealem dhruion and diat of the raei- 
due of the roote, is owing to the &et, that a Ivrge proportioB 
of the lochi aikd oAer cxpenatve atradiiiee are erabraoed 
ymAk that dirtaioo. Of the 74 pain of ttft-looks, from Albaf* 
sj to Ba0alo, 46 are indaded in the 108 railea, between 
Albany and Utiea : while there are but T between Utica and 
MonSeinma, and 31 between Montezama and Bnffalo. Of 
the 4 large aqoedoeta, to wit, the two acroes the Mohawk 
river, the one aeroaa Schoharie creek, and that aeroea the 
Genesee river, tho three first are embraced in the eaatem di^ 



The cost of the ontinary mnning line of the canal or '^sec* 
tion work," le divided geographically. 

The eaatem diviaion, 108 milea, «3,583,in or $31,177 
per mile. 

The middle diviiion, 06 mike, $3,167,035 or $33,477 per 
mile.. 

The vreatem divimm, 168 milee, $6,689,864 or $84,778 
per mile.* 

The greateat phyueal obatacle which the canal enconnten^ 
b fai widening the channel through the monntatn ridge at 
Lockport ; at Vffaioh point there ia an expensive excavation 
in rock 2^ miles long, the coat of which will be $673,636. 

The expense of the enlargement is increased, to a certain 
extent, bj the necessity of doing a portion of the excavation 
daring the winter and early spring, while the navigation is 
sospended. The difficnlties whidi arise from thk caase, 
appear, however, to have been much exaggerated in the pnl^ 
Uc minid. The portion of work noceasary to be done during 
the winter montiis, embraces not more than one-foorth of 
the section work, and a part of the woik upon die onlveits * 
and waste wein, and its expense amoonls in the aggregate 
to not more than $3,000,000. 

It is stated by the ci^neers that one-half of this snm 
might be saved, if it were practicable to do the work in the 
summer; but as the amount thereby saved would not exceed 
$ 1 ,600,000, in the judgment of the board, it would be wholly 
inexpedient to suspend the nsnrigation of the canal for that 
purpoee. Such a change " in On manner of exiecating the 
work." though it might lessen its expense to the amount 
above specified, would be in the highest degree detrimental 
to the agricultural, commercial and fiscal interests of the 



On the Eatiem Dhntivn^ 

36 double and 9 single locks, all the important aqueduct^ 
and most of the smaller structures. 

On the Middle Jhvieien, 

3 double lock/t between Utica and Syracuse, and the 8 aque> 
dncts aeroaa the Onondaga, Oneida and Nine mileoreekaii 

On the We*tem Divitionf 

1 double and 4 single locks between Montexuma and Rc^ 
cheater, 5 double confined locks at Lockport, and the 
aqueduct across the Crenesee river at Rochester. 
The cost of the work thus put under contract is geographi- 
cally distributsd as follows : 

On tlie Eastern division,.*.... $8,116,389 00 

Do Middle dol 1,430,810 90 

Do Western do. 1,908,363 10 



$11,454,003 00 



In raspectto the order fai which the diflerent portians of 
the enlargement are to be executed, the board would atate 
that thepoUcy hitherto has been : 

1st To expedite the completion of the division from Al- 
bany to Utica, upon which the line is subdivided, by nn« 
merous locks, into short and inconvenient levels^ and where 
the greatest embarrassments are experienced in the naviga- 
tion. 

3d. To rebuild, upon the enlarged plan, such of the strao- 
tures on other parts of the line as are decaying and require 
to be replaced. 

8d. To commence in season such other work as would be 
likely, fiom ite magnitude or peculiar situation, to require the 
longest time in its execution ; and 

4th. To complete the line, without delay, through cities 
and priaoipal towmi, and before the increase of buildungs and 
the augmented value of land should enhance the amount te 
be paid for damages. 

Pursuing this policy, the following sections of the line of 
the canal have been put mider contract : 

On the Eaeiem Diviiion, . 

73 of the 108 mUos between Albany and Utica. 

On the Middle JDiviiien^ 

3 miles through Rome. 
3 do Syracuse. 

11| miles at Jordan. - 

On the JFe4tem JXvieion, 

Si miles through the Mountain Ridge, and 

1 mile at the foot of the locks at Lockport. 

Then have also been put under contract 



and every part of the work is embraced whsle any 
difficulty or delay in ite execution is to be apprehendedi 
comprehending, in the aggregate, 93 miles of canal, (indud* 
ing the excavation of the mountain ridge at Lockport,) all 
the important aqueducts, upwards of two-thirds oiP all the 
locks, and many of the minor structures. 

The residue of the work yet to be put imder contract coii* 
sisls, in the aggregate, of 34 locks, viz : 9 between Alban|c 
and Utica, and 16 between Syracuse and Rochester, some of 
of the minor medianical structures, and 369 running miles 
of sections, the length of which will, however, be considcrtp 
bly reduced by lessening the curvatures. The work on theas 
sections of 369 miles is generally light; so that if it ahould 
become desinble, the whole might be completed within • 
period of three or four yeare at forthest aiiter it ahould be put 
under contract Of the portion of 369 miles last mentioned^ 
36 miles aro on the Eastern division, in detached aertion^ 
between Albany and Utica. 

Their estimmted costis $1,370,637 

And that of the residue of the structures yet to 
be put under contract on that division is esti* 
matedat 839*536 



Making a totol of $3,110,063 

required in eddition to the work now under contract on that 
division, and yet unfinished, to render the enlargement avai^ 
able from Albany to Utica. The total amount of work now 
under contract on the whole line, aa is above 

stated, is , $11,464,903 

On which then h«s bean paid • 5,600,067 

Leevingfto be paid on existing eontnets» $6,854*838 

If to this be added the sum required, as above, 
to lender the enlargement available to Utica, 3,1 10,063 

It exhibite a total of. $7,964jB99 

To complete the work on the middle divinon, 
and thus extend the eidargnnent from Utica 
to Monleiwna, will raquiie, in addition,. . • . 3,729,004 

$10,693,803 



As to the time necessaiy, " in order to cmnplete moat adp 
vantageously the enlargemint,*' the Board wouM refer to the 
facts thus presented ; from which it will appear that in order 
to complete all the contracte now existing, an expenditura of 
$6,864,836 will be requisite. Stating this sum in round 
numbera at six miUions, it may be expended at the rate ef 
three millions annually for two years, or of two miUions ear 
nually for three years. If to that amount be added the sua 
requisite, in order to put under contract, and complete the 
rottdue of the work eest of Utica, being a« above state^i $^ 
1 10,063, or in round numbers two miUions, it will inrrpaep 
the sum to be expended to eight millions ; and that amount 
may be expended at the rate of four millions annually for 
tsro years, or of $3,666,666 annually for three yeans ; or U 
■my be unequally ^nded, by expending three 
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Buallj for the two first years, and two millions for the year 
•uccMding. To extend the enlargement westward &om 
Ulica, and render available the whole line from that point to 
MontKuma, will require a further expenditure of $2,7  9,0(>4, 
or in round numbers three millioDS. But as the work on that 
diirision is light, and wilt not requhie for its completion more 
than a year or two after it shall be put under contract, it may be 
deferred until the completion <»f the line to Utica, after which it 
will require an expenditure of a million and k half annually for 
two yean. It is thus shown, that the completion of the wotk 
to^Montesnma, will cost $10,69 J ,903, including payment 
for work now in progress, and that it may be easily completed 
within the next five years. The division west of Montezuma, 
will require $7,203,010 in addition to the work now under 
eontract, and may be finished within two or three years after 
eompleiing the enlargement east of Montezuma. The con- 
tracts for work on that division already entered into, amount 
to $1,908,853, and will be executed within the next two or 
tiiree years, embracing all the points of difficulty on that part 
of the line, which will &cililate the completion of the whole 
at an earlier period than that before indicated, if the resources 
of the State should be equal to the estimates already sub- 
initted. In truth, no physical obstacles exist, to prevent the 
ttcecutlon of the whole of the work from the Hudson to Lake 
Srie within three or four years from this time. That it 
would be advantageous to complete it as soon as posaible, is 
evident. But the rate of progress must, after all, depend on 
the resources df the state ; and the legislature will be able to 
determine in each year the amount of work that can be jo* 
diciously undertaken, m reference to the means of the state 
stf^they shall then appear. It is not in the power of the Ca- 
nal Board to give a more definite answer to that part of the 
inquiry which relates to the time in which the work can be 
eomplefed most advantageously to the public interests. 

In respect to the inquiiy whether any change can now be 
ttoade advantageously to the public interests " in the manner 
of the execution of the work ;** so far as that inquiiy relates 
merely to the style or mode of constructing the canal and its 
appurtenances, the Board would answer, generally, in respect 
to that part of the work now under contract and not yet ac- 
tually executed, amounting to $5,854,836 : that experience 
on our public works has uniformly shown it to be vexatious, 
embarrassing and difficult, to vary the details of existing con- 
tracts, and especially after much progress has been made in 
dieir performance. The difficulties arising from the claims 
of contractors for damages for variations of the plan, are also 
nraeh increased in the case of contracts for masonry, where 
subordinate agreements are usually entered into for the pre- 
parafion and workmanship of the stone in all its stages, from 
the original quarry to its final position in the structure for 
which it is designed. In respect, however, to so much of 
Ae work now under contract as is comprised under the head 
of section work," denoting thereby the excavation, embank- 
ment, and lining of the ordinary channel of the canal, the 
Board are unhesitatingly of opinion that no change in the 
plan of its execution can now be made, or could ever h«ve 
been made with advantage to the public. The volume of 
water to be sustained in ^e piism of the enlarged canal, rc- 
qnixes that the banks which soppoft it should te thoroughly 
and fiiithfully formed and carefully protected ; and the Board 
know of notiliing in the specifications accompanying the con- 
tract for that portion of the work which can safely be dis- 
pensed with. 

With regard to the locks, aqueducts and bridges, the Board 
wodld state, that the masonry of all the structures which are 
now under contract, is in rapid progress. Some of the locks 
aro in fact completed ; others nearly so; and there is not pro- 
bably, a smgle instance in which the stone is not alrrady 
qnarried, and more or less conformed either in siae or work- 
Boanship to the existing flpedfications. 

The aqueduct at Rochester, the most massive and costly 
■tructnre on the canal, is now nearly completed; and needs 
only it» parapet walls for which the stone is already cut — 
That across the Onondaga creek is also finished. Upon the 
three large aqueducts on the eastern division, the aggregate 
eoet of which is estimated at $704,665, work has alrrady 
been done to the amount of $336,7^. Upon the locktf be- 



tween Albany and Utica, estimated at $3,187,049, woik has 
been done to the amount of $1,777,429. From the propoiw 
tions between the sums thus paid and die total estimated cost^ 
it will be evident to all who are conversant with thia desoip> 
tion of business, that the masonry for these stnictores must 
now be so far advanced as to render it difficult, if not imprafr> 
ticable, at this time, to change the plan so as to efleet any 
material diminution of expense. 

With regard, however, to the structures hereafter to be put 
under contract, the Bosrd are of opinion that a cheaper style 
of masoniy may be advantageously adopted. By permit- 
ting joints less close ; by adopting a coarser style of tace watk* 
and rougher class of masonry for bridges and culverts, bj ad- 
mitting stone with greater hiequalities of surface and leas 
exact in the regularity of its form ; and by allowing a greater 
proportion of undressed backing in the lock walls, a con- 
siderable reduction of expense may undoubtedly be efieded. 
Nevertheless, the Board are deeply impressed with the im- 
portance of rendering the structures connected with the en- 
larged canal as permanent as may be reasonably prsdicahle ; 
and no change should be allowed which Would materially 
impair their strengdi or durability. The time, howeveri 
which will probably elapse before putting any ftirlhflr por^ 
tions of the masonry under contract, will aifoid sufficient op- 
portunity to settle carefully upon that mode of constiaction 
which will best promote the public interest. 

The great question, however, still remains: Can any 
change be advantageously made in the dimensions of the pie- 
sent plan of enlarging the canal which will lessen the ex- 
pense ? There can be but little doubt, that by merely dou« 
bling the locks of the present canal as fiur wMt as Utica, and 
without enlarging its channel at all, the pressure of boats on 
the eastern division, now experienced, might, lor a time at 
least, have been obviated. But the plan of the enbrgement 
has broader and more enduring objecta* It seeks what the 
present canal originally sought, to cheapen transportation, to 
lessen the labor of exchanging commoditie% to place the pro- 
ducer by the side of the consumer, and thereby to foster, pre- 
serve and increase the trade and consequent prosperity of the 
commonwealth. Will then the enlargement attain these ob* 
jectsi and will the benefits be equivalent to the coati For 
if it should appear that the money to be expended in enlarg* 
ing the canal, can be in no way adequately ramuneratedy 
then it would be clear that a ** change in the plan and dimen- 
aiona" might be made advantageously to the public, by at 
once abandoning the undertaking. But on the other hand^ 
if it shall appear, upon a careful examination of the present 
operations of the canal, and their probable increase, that the 
public will be directly benefited by the enlargement, in a pe- 
cnniaiy point of view, to an amount equivalent to the ooe^ 
then the work ought to be firmly and steadily praseenled. 

It becomes necessary then to ascertain, as precisely as may 
be, the extent and value of the trade now tributoiy to the 
canal, its different sources, and their probable inereaask By 
ascertaining the results which the enlargement w3I prodooa 
upon the several branches of our canal traffic, we shall be 
enabled to arrive at a satis&Gtory estimate of the whole. 

Saving' in tkeC^st •f jyantporUUicn, 

And in the first place, as to the saving in the cost of trana> 
portation to be produced by the proposed increaoe in die di- 
mensions of the canal, the Board would observe, that the 
question is somewhat complicated, involving detaila both prac- 
tical and scientific To deduce a precise mathematical resdt 
from such premises, is obviously impracticable.— The opin- 
ions of experienced navigatora concur, however, with the 
calculations of the engineeia, that a sating must ensoe of at 
least one-half of the whole of the present cost of transporta- 
tion, exclusive of tolls. The actual coet of transporting a 
ton on the present canal, including every species of axpeooe, 
except tolls to the State, is, on the average, nine miUs per 
mUe. The expenses on other canals of similar aixe, is stsied 
at about the same amount On the other hand, it is as- 
certamed, that on the Delaware and Raritan canal, which 
has the same depHh and only five feet more width than the 
enlarged Erie canal, the cost of transporting a ton is leas than 
4 mills per mile. The drcnmstance, tooy con hardly toil to 
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ezeita attention, that while the coat of drawing a loaded barge 
of 200 tons through that canal 43 milea, ia bot $14, the ex- 
pense of towing the name barge by steam upon the naviga- 
ble waters, from New Brunswidi to New York, a distance of 
40 miles, is $25, In truth the facilities which are presented 
by a deep and wide canal for economical traction, do not ap- 
pear to be fully appreciated. AfVer the most careful exami- 
nation which the Board hare been enabled to bestow upon 
this point, they have thought it safe to asHume 6 mills, or 
half a cent, as the amount per ton per mile, that will be 
saved in transportation by enlarging the Erie canal upon the 
present plan. 

ProcMding then, virith this rule as our guide to aiH^rtaln 
the aggregate amount of saving, it is necessary to find the 
amount of tons on the Erie canal, and the number of miles 
they are moved. — The annual statistical tables of the com- 
merce of that canal, furnish the amount of tona moving — 
By combining that amount of tonnage with the amount of 
tolla and their rate, we ascertain the distance moved with en- 
tire certainty. A table has been accordingly prepared, ex- 
hibiting the results of this proceia, which is hereto sub- 
joined. 

Those results are not only pertinent, and indeed essential 
to the 'present inquiry ; but they will also be found useful in 
the information which they convey of the extent and activi- 
ty of each of the branchesi of our internal traffic, and in the 
&cilities which they afford for estimating aright the compara- 
tive value and importance, and probable increase of each of 
its component parts. 

Without incumbering the present communication with all 
the minute and laborious details of this analysis, it may suf^ 
fice to state broadly the general result : that the tonnage pro- 
per, denoting thereby the tons shipped and moved upon the 
Krie canal, was 848,007 tons, exclusive of the contributions 
lirom the lateral canals hereafter mentioned ; and that the total 
average movement of that tonnage was 164 miles. The 
saving of half a cent per ton prr mile being, for this distance, 
77 cents ; that sum multipli^ by 648,007, the number of 
tons, gives the result, 1652,965 

as the aggregate amount which would be an- 
nually saved in the transportation of an 
amount of tonnage equal only to that now 
transported on the Erie canal. 

The above result does not, however, tn- 
elode the amount to be saved on the transpor- 
tation of articles now traniiported on the Erie 
Canal, which were first shipped on the lateral 
canals ; but the table above referred to esti* 
motes the number of tons thus transported at 
130,000, and the sum to be annually saved in 
ha transportation, 106,500 



Making the total amount of annual sav- 
ing. $769,465 

It will be perceived that in the above computation no al- 
lowance is made for the confftant and inevitable increase in 
the tonnage of the canal. By applying, however, the same 
strict rule of calculation adopted in the early part of tliis re- 
port, in computing the progressive increase oif the revenue, 
to wit : seven per cent for a period of seven yeara, or seven 
and one-half per cent for ten years, we ahall have, in 1846, 
an annual saving of • ' $1,131 ,608 

and in 1949, of 1,339,064 

to be itself progressively increased firom period to period, ac- 
cording to the onward march of our internal trade. 

The Canal Board are aware that an impression has pre- 
vailed to some extent, that a falling off may be experienced 
in the tonnage and transportation, if not in the revenoea of 
the Erie canal, from the diminntion which it is supposed 
may take place in the bulky products of the forest Although, 
it might be urged that the requiaite aopply of this class of 
commodities^ as they are articles of necessity, will always be 
forthcoming, according to the demand for their consumption ; 
yet it can be shown Uiat they might be totally withdrawn 
from the Erie canal, without afiectlng either its tolls or its 
transportation, to any important extant 

The analysis above mentioned, whieh shows the serenJ 



component parts of the traffic of the Erie canal, exhibits also 
their comparative extent of movement, and their respective 
contributions to the revenue. Its evidence will be conclusive 
upon the point in question. It shows that of the total tolls 
on the canal, ^1,377,060, paid in the year 18 >9, by 84b,007 
tons, the whole amount paid by boards, scantling and timber, 
was only $65,017, or less than one-twentieth part of the 
whole. Classing together the coarse and bulky articles fal^ 
ing ^nder the heada of boards, and scantling, timber, stone, 
lime, clay, firewood, gypsum and salt, they show an aggre- 
gate of 403.806 tons, or nearly one half of the total tonnage, 
paying a toll of only $129,642, or less than one-tenth of 5kO 
whole ; while, on the other hand, the remaining 444,. 01 tons, 
embracing mainly the finer and more valuable commoditiea, 
such as merchandise, fiour, wheat, and other agricultural pro* 
ducts, paid in tolls, $1,094,198. 

« The impression, however, might arise, that although the 
lumber and other bulky articles might have paid but a small 
amount of the revenue, yet that they contributed largely to 
the amount of transportation. But in determining the amount 
of tranqmrtation furnished by any commodity, the distance 
moved, as well as its weight, is material. If the weight re* 
main the same, then the grrater the distance moved, ths 
larger will be the amount of transportation. For the same 
reason an increase of distance may be made to equalize • 
diminished amount of weight To furnish an accurate men* 
sure of movement, the weight and distance roust be multi* 
plied together, and the result will denote the total movement, 
expressing it by the movement in miles of a single ton. By 
comparing the results thus deducted, we obtain a clear view 
of the relative amount of movement, or in other words^ of 
transportation furnished by each class of commodities to the 
canal. This mode of computation has sccordlngly been em« 
ployed in preparing the table before referred to. That table 
shows the actual comparative amount of movement in miles 
of each class of commodities, the tolls paid by each, and 
there is exhibited in anoiher column the amount of pecuniary 
saving which esch class of articles will experience by the 
propped chespening of transportstion. The total movement 
of the tonnage proper of the Erie canal» as shown by the 
table, and denoted by the movement of a single ton is 130,- 
693,0()0 miles, and the movement of each class of commode 
ties denoted in the same manner, afforda the meana of aacer* 
taining its comparative value and importance in furnishing 
transportation to the canal. Thus it is shown thst the move^ 
ment of boards, scsntling and timber, supposed by some t* 
constitute so important a portion of the total transportation 
is but 19,( 03,672 miles, or one-seventh of the whole, while 
that of merchandiss is 29,1. "4, 170 miles, and that of flour 
and wheat 40,194,900 miles. It is true that an additional 
amount of movement may be estimated for the product of 
the forest, first ahipped on the lateral canals, and subsequently 
transported on the Erie canal ; but that amount mav be safely 
estimated as not exceeding thirteen millions of miles, which 
added to the 19,003,572 miles shove stated, produces a total 
of only 33,003^72 miles, and still leaves the proportion fur* 
nished by those commodities little more than one-fifth of the 
total transportation. 

Saving' to each cloMt of eommotHiiet by cheapening of 

tranaportation. 

The view which the table also presents of the pecuniary 
saving to each class of commodities, by the proposetl cbeepen- 
ing of the transportation, will be interesting in enabling ua to 
judge of the effect of that saving in fostering the variona 
branches of our internal industry, and thereby increasing the 
commerce of the canal. It will be obvioua that the large 
amount of benefit thus distributed will operate as effectuslly 
in promoting the production, consumption and sale of thoae 
respective classes of commoditiea aa if it were direetly con- 
ferred in the shape of a pecuniary bounty or donation equal 
to the amount aaved. In some instances it will appear thai 
the benefit thua conlerred will actually exceed the amount 
of tolla now paid by the consmodity benefited. Salt, which 
pays in tolla $21,106, will be benefited $23,386 ; boards and 
scantling, which now pay $45,266 in toUs, will be beoeAled 
$71,968; while the leading articles of western trade, flow 
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and whMt, tUivfls and asbes, pejing in tolls 1437,387, will 
be benefited $269,616. 

Effect •f Much a ttimulua in animating' and extending 

our internal industry, 

Tbe e£bct of such a etimulae in animating and extending 
tbe various branches of our internal industry, and in aug- 
menting the amount of tonnage which they will fumiah, to 
aay tbe least, would abundantly supply any diminution in 
the products of the forest 80 far, however, from a diminu- 
tion of those commodities being likely to occur to any serious 
extrnt, it is more probable that tbe amount of tboae*very 
products will, for a considerable period of time, be actually 
augmented by reason of the enlargement 

Bitundnoue and anthracite coaL 

But there is a branch of traffic in a bulky product, of great 
and rapidly increasing extent and importance, not now en- 
joyed by our canals, upon which the enlargement of the 
canal and consequent cheapening of transportation may pro- 
duce effects of the greatest consequence to our fiscal interests. 
The immense bituminous and anthracite coal-fieldsof Penn- 
•yWenia, lie close upon the southern boundary of our State ; 
but up to the present time, the coal has been prevented from 
entering our lx>iders by the want of adequate means of trans- 
portation. Since the close of navigation, however, the rail- 
road referred to in a former part of this report, has been com- 
pleted from the coal-fields at Blossbuigh, and is now in full 
operation, by which the bituminous division of this great 
coal ragion is directly connected with the Chemung canal, 
and through that canal, the Seneca lake and the Cayuga and 
Seneca canal, with tbe main line of the Erie canal at Mon- 
temma. Tlie State of Pennsylvania is also vigorously prose- 
cuting the extension of the North Branch canal, leading out 
of tbe heart of the anthracite coal district, on the Sueque- 
hanna, to the southern line of this Stete, near Tioga Point, 
at which place it may be readily and cheaply connected with 
our public works by extensions oi the present lines of the 
Ohemung and Chenango canals. 

Our experience hitherto in the transportation of coal on 
our public works, has been so limited, that we can hardly 
estimate, as it merita the great importance of this new an- 
nexation to our canal tonnage. The whole amount of coal 
carried on the Erie canal in the year 1839, was but 7,757 
tons; a quantity so small as almost to escape attention; 
while in the same year there were transported on the two 
great coal canals of Pennsylvania, (the Lehigh and Schuyl- 
kill,) 674,270 tons ; equal already to three-fourths of the total 
tonnage of the Erie canal. This large amount of transpor- 
tation has moreover grown up almost entirely within the last 
ten yean; having increased from 79,973 tons, in 1829, to 
533,310 tons in 1634: and again from that amount in 1834 
to 674,370 tout in 1889. The extent to which a traffic in 
coal may be carried in a country densely peopled, and espe- 
cially upon a channel of tranaportation so capacious as the 
enlarged Erie canal, can hardly be calculated. The demand 
which oxiste for that species of fuel in the interior distiicte 
of this State, and especially at the salt-works of Onondaga, 
is already very considerable, and it is hourly increasing with 
the progress of our population. If the enormous masses of 
this material, now carried annually on the canals of England, 
amounting to many millioas of tons, be taken at all as a 
guide, wo may safely predict that this branch of tnffic will 
eventiially produce results, not only to the treasury, but to 
the general prosperity of our commonwealth, of the greatest 
importance. 

Diminution of cott of trantbortation equivalent to a re- 
duction of itt length. 

For all commercial purpoeea, ^ diminution of the coat 
of traniqwrtation on a canid one-half, is equivalent to a re- 
daction of ite length oneJial^ In that aenae, the enlarge* 
ment of the channel firom Albany to Monteuuna (at which 
point the coal of Pennsylvania, sent through the Chemung 
canal, will be received on the Erie canal,) will operate to re- 
duce the prsaent distance of 206 miles, between these two 
points, to 103 miles; and in the lik« aeoie tbt eon^pMon of 



the enlargement from Albany to BuflUo, will abridge ila total 
length firom 364 to 182milea; and thus bring Lake Erie, with 
all ite growing commerce, within half of its present distawis 
firom the tide watere of the Hudson. 

Future grovth of out* xoeAem trade. 

It is not tbe design of the Board at this time to attempt any 
computotion of the future growth of our western trade ; brtt 
it will be proper to sUte, that ite progress thus fax has opev^ 
ated greatly to increase Uie importance of tbe weatcm divi- 
sion of the canal, and lo render it necessary that every fodfity 
which may be required for tbe convenience of ite navigalioo 
should be promptly afforded. The stetistical tables of die 
canal commerce show that the trade west of Montauma now 
pnys nearly two-thirds of all the tolls of the Erie canaL In 
1 839, tbe tormage shipped west of that point paid $522,812 
The toll on ascending mercbsndise consumed 

witliin that portion of the Stete, amounted to 

at least \ 116,000 

And the toll on the 39,699 tons sent westward 

from BuffiOo, was. 190,073 

$827,885 
To which add tbe toll paid on the bouts, estimated 
at 40,000 

And a total is exhibited of. $867,385 

While in the same year the total tolls paid upon 
the trade of that part of this Stete on the main 
line of the Erie canal east of Montexuma, was 

only $361,802 

And including the toll on the boate esti* 

mated at 20,000 

$381,302 

This large proportion of toll cannot be accounted for en 
the ground that the population west of Montecuiua furaidbes 
a greater amount of tonnage in proportion to ite nnmben, 
than the population of the canal districts lying east of that 
point: for in lact the tonnage shipped west of Mon teum m 
was only 272,544 tons, while that ahipped be t w e e n that point 
and the Hudson river was 861,919 tons; but it is beranaa 
the articles of western commerce an carried to a gicaler die- 
tence, and consist almost exclusively of commodities paying 
the highest rates of toll, and thua operate in a compound 
ratio to swell their contribution to the treaauiy. The im- 
portance of this consideration, in estimating the liacal resnlte 
to be produced by the increase of our commerce west of Bv^ 
falo, will be readily appreciated. 

The preoervation of our pretent trade, and ite extenMetu 

The preservation of our preernt trade, and the ezteaawn 
of which it is capable, are objecte wodby of our most 
zealous effi>rti. The idea has, however, been suggested, 
that the great objecte proposed by the present enlargement 
might be attained by adopting dimensions less liberal, and 
that the size may now be reduced advantageooaly to the 
public interest by diminishing the depth of the canal to 6 
and ite width to 60 feet Were this question a new one, and 
had no work been already done on tbe present plan, tbe que^ 
tion might possibly present a diffisrent aspect, and yet the 
policy of adi^Ming this lesser size and smaller capacity might 
well bo doubted, when it sbouklsappear that the pecnniaiy 
resnlte in the cheapening of transportation would be aerionstf 
diminished. The saving by a canal of 6 by 60 leet, it is 
believed would be at least one-fifth less than by a canal of 7 
by 70 feet The amount annually gained on the present trade 
would, therefiare, be reduced from $759,465, to $607,573, 
showing an annual diffinence of $1 61,893, and that difiennco 
will itself continually increase with the increase of the eom- 
meroe of the canal; amounting in 1846, on the basb of 
computation above assumed, to $226,321 ; and in 1849, to 
$266,813, and so on pragrssavely thereafter. But iha woric 
of the enlargement is now so &r advanced, that no change 
can in fiwt be made whidi wiU materially lessen ite ooil. 
The line from Albany to Utica is ao fiv completed, and the 
embankment ao fiir formed, that it would in fial be mote 
coitly to ffdnoe than to oontinQe tbe pieieat bIm on that 
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diTltton. A great proportion of all the structares on the 
whole line, and which are adapted to a canal of 7 feet by 70 
are in progresB, and some of the mo<t important, such as the 
Rochester aqueduct, and many of the locks are now nearly 
completed. The cost of the section work not under con- 
tmct west of Utica, does not exceed seven millions, and 
even if one sixth of that amount (which, however, will ex* 
eeed the actual proportion) could be saved, it would effect a 
reduction of little more than a million, to which, if the dimi- 
nution in the length of the culverts and bridges is added, the 
total amount of saving would not exceed a million and 
a half of dollars. The interest upon this sum ot five per 
cent being $75,000, or less than one*haIf of the immediate 
difference in the saving of transportation by retaining the 
present dimensions, those dimensions cannot in jwlgment rf 
the Board be now changed " advantageously to the public 
interests." This ex precision the Board do not understand as 
relating wholly or chiefly to the advantages of a change in a 
merely fiscal view, but that it is to be taken in larger and 
more liberal sense, and as embracing the interests of the 
whole community, of the agricultural, manufacturing, navi- 
gating and commercial classes : in fact of all our population, 
whether producers, carriers or consumers. 

That the interests of all these will be largely promoted by 
cheapening the cost of transportation needs no arguments to 
prove. Whether this increase is in consequence of the mere 
enlargement, will be such as to remunerate the ex}iense of 
that work by creating trade, which would not otherwiite exist, 
or by preserving that which would otherwise be diverted into 
dlffetent channels, is a question respecting which it is not 
possible to arrive at any certain and precise conclusiun. 
When bounds can be set to the population of the intermina- 
ble West, and when limiis can be assigned to the results of 
its productive energy, we may begin to calculate what amount 
of tonnage, it will afford to our main canal. The revenue 
upon that tonnage, it has already been shown, must neces- 
aarily be greater than that derived from any other source. 
The doubling only of the present trade west of Montezuma 
would produce an increase of tolls annually, dr|866,14fi. 
When we look at the regular increase of the trade with the 
Western States, from the infancy of our canals to the present 
day and consider the reasons which exist for anticipating a 
greater proportionate increase in the next ten or twenty years, 
the expectation that it will be doubled or trebled in that time 
will not be deemed chimerical. If the estimates of the reve- 
nues of the canal for the year 1846, made in the early part 
or this report, should be realized, they will of course repre- 
sent a corresponding increase in the amount of tonnage ; and 
calculations of that amount at a more distant period might be 
made, by applying the same rule of a per centage for a given 
number of years to find the tolls, and by these tolls ascertain 
the tonnage. The results of such a calculation would ex- 
hibit very strongly the necessity of a canal of the largest di- 
mensions, to accommodate the tonnage that would be thus 
indicated at the termination of twelve or fifteen years from 
this time. 

Our hold upon //le pre$ent trade in our canaU not U7i- 

ditputed. 

It should be remembeted, also, that oyr hold upon the 
pfeaent trade on our canals and upon the sources of its sup- 
ply, IS not undisputed. The State of Pennsylvania and her 
citizens are endeavoring by an extension of their main line 
from Pittsburgh to Erie, and by a branch to Cleveland, to 
secure the lake trade and divert from us the rich stream (hat 
flows from that direction to our canal. The facts that the 
lake at Erie, and particularly at Cleveland, is freed from ice 
much earlier in the season than at Buffalo ; and that from 
the same cause the Pennsylvania canals are opened for navi- 
gation much sooner than ours can be, give decided advantages 
at our expense. We have no means of counteracting those 
advantages but by diminishing to the lowest possible limit the 
expense of transportation ; aiu! thus inducing a delay in for- 
warding produce, which will be compensated by a saving in 
the charges for freighting it. The enlarged canal will go ftr 
toward furnishing this compensation to an extent that will 
be a sofl&cient inducement lor preferring it to the Pennsyl- 

Vol. II.— 40 



vanis communications. It u very questionable whether a 
canal of less dimensions than those contemplated for the en- 
largement, would accomplish the same purpose. 

lyamportation on the canah of Pennoylvania* 

Transportation on the canals of Pennsylvania, for any 
given distance, can be had as cheap as on our own. The di^ 
advantages under which many labor are, 1st, that of a grester 
distance from the place of shipment to the ports of either 
Philadelphia or Baltimore, and ^d. the necessity of two trans- 
shipments in passing over the Alleghany Portage and the Co* 
lumbia railroad. Tbe^ie disadvantages are mitigated by the 
mildness of the climste, which opens their navigation at an 
early period in the season. In this conflict for the possession 
of the trade of the western lakes, the reduction of the price 
of transporting property for three hundred and fiAy miles, 
one*half will have an important bearing upon the result It 
therefore becomes sn exceedingly interesting question, 
whether the enlargement of the Erie canal should not be 
prosecuted, in order to enable us to retain that trade which 
now produces such a large portion of our revenue, and which 
promises for tlie future such great accessions. The struggle 
with our rivals may be close and severe, and we may need 
every advantage that may be fairly secured. 

Heatomfar a canal of aeventy feet by teven* 

The Canal Board, in their communicadons to the Legie* 
lature. in 183C, (Assembly Document, No. 98,) gives the 
following reasons for a canal of 70 feet by 7. 

1st. That tlie idea of a second enlargement ^otild not be 
entertained, in consequence of the derangement that would 
be incident to a change of its boundaries. 

7d. That from the best calculations and observations that 
could be made, the greatest economy in the traction of a canal, 
would be found in one of 70 feet by 7. 

3d. That die expense of transportation, exclusive of tollfr, 
would be reduced 50 per cent 

After having once decided upon a canal of CO feet by 6, 
the Board, on a review of the subject, finally changed it to 
70 feet by 7. 

These are reastms certainly of great weight Cities and 
villages will be adapted to the dimensions once fixed. The 
farmers and other owners of property along the line will ar- 
range the subdivisions of their land, and wih erect their 
buildings in reference to those dimensions. The vexation 
and injury to Individuals, and the enhanced expense to the 
State, of any change in the boundaries of a canal, together 
with the inherent difiSculties of such a change, of whidi we 
have had some experience, should adhionish us against un- 
dertaking such an improvement on any scale that would be 
likely to require further alteration. The dimensions of such 
a work, obviously should not be fixed in reference to its tem- 
porary use, but in view of a duration of a time as extended 
as the durability of the work itself, and of an amount of 
business which in such a time would be likely to need or 
seek the advanteges it of&red. 

Diminiihed expenoe of traction on a c<mal of lar^e 

dimennont. 

In reference to the diminished expense of traction on m 
canal of large dimensions, and the general saving in the cost 
of transportation on such a canal, the consiiJerations presented 
in a former part of this report, it will be seen, corroborate 
and fortify the views of the Canal Board of 1836. 

The weight to which these remarks would be entitled, if 
the question of the dimensions of the canal was an open one, 
is much increased by the fiict, timt the plan has been adopted, 
that its execution has been commenced and prosecuted to a 
great extent ; that its abandonment would involve certain 
loss, and would materially afiect public and private interests, 
which have become identified with its conviction. The ques« ' 
tion has, therefore, assumed a new aspect, and requires other 
and diflerent elements to be taken into consideration in its de« 
termination. 

It has beto diown in a former part of thia report that 
the completion of the enlargementi as &r at least as tJtica, 
on the present plan of ita dinHBsions, is demanded by pn»* 
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denoc, the necestitief of the navigation, end by sound econo- 
my. If so large a portion of the canal he constructed of 
the dirr.cnsions of 70 feet by 7, while other detached parts 
have been already made of the same size, great inconvenience 
would be experienced in having other poitions of it of re- 
duced dimensions. Boati^ adapted to one size would not be ac- 
commodated by a different one; and transshipments of pro- 
perty from one boat to another, would counterbalance all the 
advantages of using the enlarged portion. The diminution 
of the depth or width o[ a canal in one portion of it, is for 
moat practical purposes, a reduction of the whole channel to 
the same dimensions; and thus the great objects of a canal 
as an avenue of trade with the west would be so far defeated. 
No part of our State has so great an interest in a canal of 
large dimensions, as the city of New York. If the views 
which have been presented are entitled to any weight, they 
roust have shown that such a canal is essential to retain 
the business which is threatened by the rivalry of Phila- 
delphia and Baltimore, and to divert from New Orleans 
that stream of tiade from more remote parts of the Western 
States, which natural causes would seem to have destined 
for that port. 

Conciuiion, 

These considerations, and those which have been pre- 
sented in other parte of this report, induce the Canal Board 
to exprosa it as their opiuion that the dimensions of the en- 
largement as at present contemplated, cannot be changed 
advantageously; and that having abundant resources to ex- 
ecute it, the public interest demanda ita completion. They 
would at the same time remark, that in their judgment it 
ahould be prosecuted in such a manner as not to embarrass 
the resources, or j<opard the credit of the State, nr interfere 
with the just claims of other works of internal improvement. 
The means which will probably be at our command for the 
jMXt seven years, have already been exhibited. By a pru- 



dent uae of those means, the work cap be proeecnted 
ily nnd gradually, so as to ensure its ultimate compleiioii 
and in its progress afford many essential facilities to the 
navigation. By the expenditure of ten or twrlve miliioos 
within the ensuing five or seven years, the enhigemenC 
may be completed to Utica or Montezuma, and throogh the 
city of Rochester; the double locks and aqueducts finished 
along the whole line, and the channel through the MooDtain 
Kidge at Lockport, excavated, so that the work thco re- 
maining to be done would be the easiest and cheapest part 
of the whole. Such in the view of the Boanl wonki be 
the true policy of the State; which would thus indicate at 
once, ita confidence in its own resources, and yet a modeca- 
tion in the employment, which would satisfy all our feUow^ 
Citizens; dispel any apprehensions that may have beeo cft* 
tertained or recklessness and prodigality in expendilme; 
confirm the confidence of capitalists in our prudence as well 
as in our ability ; and enable us, without the imposition of 
any burdens upon the people, to diffuse blesaings of incat 
culable value to them and our posterity, and establish a 
fountain of productive wealth, which would annually jidd 
an income to be applied to the promotion of all the objacts 
of good government. 

Josv C. SrsKcssy 
Samukl B. Roaauo, 

O. L. HOLUT, 

Batis Cookb, 
A. WaiTicKT, 
Willis Hall, 
HavBT Hamiltov, 
Datid Honaoy, 
Geo. H. UovsBTOVt 
8. NawTOir Dazraa, 
J. Haiobt, 
L. BBAniia, 
Albany, April 9, 1840. 



TABI^E 



Sh9win^ the ajrgre^aU m9vemcni ofaU commoditiet transported sn the Erie canal, the comparaiiTe m 
•ach, and the amount to be Baited on each ckut of commoditiee by cheapening^ transportation J a cent per l 



Na of tons. 



131,935 

178,644 

5,531 

35,569 
7,036 

74,194 
2,240 

30,511 
8,901 

25,561 

22,458 
174,364 

86,718 
6,062 
6,410 
2,981 
5,781 
8,619 
7,757 
7,180 

80,168 



Toll 



18 
9 
9 
4 
9 
3 
7 
6 
9 

4.6 
4.6 
5 
4 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 



848,007 I 



Description of articles. 



Merchandise 

Flour and wheat . . . . 
Bran and ahip staff . . 

Staves, 

Ashee 

Boards and scantling. 

Shingles 

Timber 

Pork 

Salt. 

Gypsum 

Siono, lime and clay . 

Firewood 

Barley 

ChecM 

Butter and lard 

Domaitie spirits 

Irbn and ifOQ ware. . . 

Cod 

Fuimtttiek 

Allotl^uticka 



Amount of 
toll paid. 



$524,387 

863,180 

7,963 

47,238 

16,974 

43,265 

4,123 

21,752 

18,642 

21,106 

9,388 

23,724 

10,407 

7,046 

5:242 

6,495 

8,464 

13,950 

10,843 

12,918 

47,738 



!S1,S23,840 



Average 

No. of 

miles 

moved. 



222 
225 
169 



270 
194 
257 
176 
233 
183 
83 
27 
30 
128 
107 
203 
162 
181 
165 



176 



Total movement Total 
denoted by the 
movement in 
miles ef a single 



ton. 



saved fcy 



tnosportnian J a 



29,134,170 

40,194,900 

879,270 

11308,808 

1,899360 

15393,636 

576,680 

3309336 

2306333 

4,677,663 

1364,014 

4,707338 

2,601340 

775363 

578370 

605,143 

937,666 

1360339 

1301335 

1,436,000 

6397309 



154 



$146g670 

200374 

4397 

69344 

9,496 

71368 

2378 

18360 

11334 



93SO 

11,184 
3380 
3394 

agD26 

4388 
7300 
#313 
1^60 



136^593300 \ K«33» 
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Coniribvihnt frtm lateral canalt of CommodiHe§ JSrtt 
shipped Oft lAoae canalt and ajlertoardt trantported on 
the Erie canal § e%limated ae foUvtat : 

Description of Av'ge Total move* Tot saved 
articles. No. ment do- by each 

No. tons. dec noted, diu;. class, &c. 

85,000 Floor and Dvheat* 1 60 4,000,000 20,000 

3 A,000 8alt, 1 80 4,500,000 22,500 

80,000 Boards, timber, 

and other products 

of the forest, .... 1 60 1 2,800,000 64,000 



180,000 
848,007 

078,007 



4.55 21,300,000 $106,500 
154 130,593,000 652,965 



158.56 151,893,000 $759,465 



Connecticut Historical celebration. 

George Folsom, Esq., of the New York delegation, being 
called upon by the chair, offered a few remarks, of which the 
following is a brief sketch — 

He said that his colleague (Col. Stone) had led the com- 
pany present to expect that he would say something about 
the early connexion of the Dutch with Connecticut river; 
but, while I thank thai gentleman for the kind terms in which 
he has alluded to me on this occasion, he must excuse me, if, 
like a prudent man, I avoid stirring up controversies that have 
io long slumbered in the graves of your puritan ancestors, 
and the honest echepen and fmrgemeettera of New Amster- 
dam. We are already threatened, Sir, with a boundary war 
upon the north-eastern limits of the mighty con&deracy 
that has awallowed np the colonies of the olden time ; and 
why should we add to our troubles by unnecessarily renew- 
ing the old feud about the territorial extent of the New Neth- 
erlands, and the right your people have to their houses and 
farms, of which &ey have been so long in quiet poesession, 
that they little dream of an adverse title 1 I shall not be tbe 
man, sir, to toss such a fire brand into this assembly, especi- 
ally when I see that we of the Dutch country are likely to 
be in so small a minority. 

It is true, nevertheless, sir, as I fully believe, that the spot 
on which we stand, the beautiful site of this floiirishing city, 
formerly constituted a part of the tenitory of the New Neth< 
eriands, of which New Amsterdam, now New York, was 
tiie meiropoliSi Your ancestors when diey came here, found 
the Dutch in full possession, and the Governor of the New 
Netherlands exercised the same jurisdiction on the wesUm 
ade of this river that he did on the banks of the Hudson.— 
The name of Good Hope, ^Gos<f HoepJ applied by the Hol- 
landers to their infant settlement here, was a bright augury 
of what time was about to develop in all this region ; and 
** Dotdi Point," within the limita of your city, still preserves 
the memory of the people who were the first to plant eivUi- 
xation in the valley of the Connecticut In making this 
statement, sir, I own that I leel a sufTusion of honest pride 
nantKng my cheeks, in the reflection, that those whose de- 
acendanta I have the honor in part to re p re se nt on this oeca- 
aion, should have been tbe first to lead the way in the settle- 
ment of a country so deservedly the boast of our whole 
country. 

I have already, sir, disclaimed any intention of resuscita- 
ting the old claims set up by our people to your territory. — 
We have not come herefrom New Amsterdam to wrest from 
you the ridi fruits of so many years' successful cultivation 
and enterprise. No, sir, we have no writ of ejectment to 
serve on you to-day. We know too well that whatever may 
have been the original right of the English to settle here, they 
acquired at a sul»equent period a full and indisputable title 
to the country occupied Ir^ them and their children. The 
" Treaty of Hartford." nr, in the year 1650, did the business ; 
for, did not Governor Stuyvesant, that renowned Captain 
General of all the Dutch possessions in the New World, actn* 
al^ make a toilaoroe journey hither, in the autumn of that 
year, in the rolrit of peace, for the purpose of amicably ad- 
justing dt dsfnculties with his Engush neighbors ; and was 



he not received with every demonstration of respect and cour^ 
tesy by your worthy ancestors, who then filled the magistra- 
cy of Connecticut t The result is well known. l)y that 
treaty, the Dutch relinquished every thing on your river ex- 
cept the ground in the actual occupation of their people.— 
The boundary of the New Netherlands was carried as far 
west as Greenwich, where it has remained to the present 
time ; and Long Island, then Nassau, was divided between 
the high contracting powers of Oyster Bay — the Dutch, 
good souls, abandoning their right to all east of that place.-— 
On such unequal terms were they willing to purchase peace. 

Allow me then to say, sir, in view of these sober facts, 
that we have come here to-day from New Amsterdam in the 
exercise of the same spirit that brought Peter Stuyvesant 
here one hundi*ed and ninety t/ears ago — to smoke with yon 
tbe pipe of peace. We have come to congratulate you on the 
extent and riches of your agricultural domain, and the 
substantial growth of your cities and towns ; to tender to yon 
the right hand of honest Dutch fellowship, and to unite with 
you in commemorating the days of the olden time, when the 
foundations of your flourishing Commonwealth were first 
laid. 

I give, sir, 

The first settlement of dvilized man on the banks of the 
Connecticut, the Good Hope of the Dutch— the auspicious 
precursor of the beautiful city of their English successors, 
that now adorns the borders of the same noble stream. 

Extract of a Letter from Alden Bradford, 

It has given me peculiar pleasure to attend similar cele- 
brations in my own State; as they call up reminiscences of 
grreat interest to those who duly respect the character and 
principles of the first settlers of New England. And the 
candid study of the history of our forefathers, who planted 
Plymouth, Salem, Boston, Dorchester and Cambridge, (or 
the Newtown.) in Massachusetts ; and of Windsor, Weth* 
ersfield, Hartmrd, New Haven and New London, in Con- 
necticut, cannot fail to inspire the present and future 
generations with disinterested and patriotic sentiments, in 
imitation of our ancestors; and with principles favorable 
to tbe growth and support of public and private virtue, so 
essential to the preservation, in their purity, of our republi- 
can institutions. And the piety, the paramount regard to 
religious duty, of those resolute men, were above all praiae, 
as well as beyond all example in modern times. So far as 
we have departed from their example and their habits, so 
far, in most respects, it is feared, have we degenerated from 
the high moral standard of Christianity. In various ways, 
Plymouth, Massachusetts and Connecticut, were early 
and happily united ; and the character and manners of the 
early inhabitants of each were identified. Their profee- 
sions and objects were similar; and most of those who sat 
down at Windsor and Wethersfield in 16.35, and at Hart- 
ford in 1636, had lived three or four years in Massachu* 
setts. The people of die latter colony were reluctant, that 
the former ''went out from them," to settle in a distant 
place ; but it was the desire of both that there should be qo 
other separation : and they continued to act toge^er, on all 
important occasions, as brethren, both in a civil and re- 
ligious view. 

The Plymouth Piljritna, who were really the pioneers 
inthesttlementof New England, visited Connecticut river, 
at Windsor, two years before any of the people of Mas- 
sachusetts, and exercised some acts of owneriihip in that 
vicinity. Nor should this be considered evidence of a 
grasping disposition in them. The spot where they set- 
tled wns far from being fertile; and they soon looked around 
for other places, either for future settlement by their pos- 
terity, or for purposes of fishing and trade, to pay off the 
debt incurred by their emigration. 

But there was no unpleasant collision or rivalry between 
them. and the companies under Warham and Ludlow, at 
Windsor, in 1635, or under Hooker, Stone and Haynes, at 
Hartford, in 1636. The claims of the Dutch, set up a few 
years before, they did not admit; and had these insisted on 
holding the place and excluding the Plymoutheane, it ie 
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not probable they woalJ have quietly submitted. They 
might have sent the brave Stanrliah, with thirty »mart lad^t 
(as Got. Winslow called the men who composed his com- 

eany»> and he, no doubt, would have dispersed them, as 
e did the enemies of the Pilgrims, cm other occasions. 

When the whole English settlements in New England 
were in imminent danger from hostile combinations and 
movements of the Pcquots, in 1636 and '37, StantUshf of 
Plymouth, was prepared to march with a company, as well 
as SiQU^'htont of Massachusetts, to assist in putting down 
the savage enemy, whose immediate object was the destruc- 
tion of the settlers on Connecticut river. But the brave 
JHa99n, of Hartford, by his extraordinary promptness and 
heroism, defeated the formidable foe, and reaped all the glory 
of the conquest. In subsequent periods when one colony 
was in danger, the people of the others cheerfully rallied for 
ita defence and safety. 

Though chiefly anxious for the purity, sapport and 
discipline of the church, our ancestors were not without a 
strong conviction of the necessity of civil government 
Thus, the Plymouth company, when they arrived in Cape 
Cod harbor, and found themselves without the territory on 
which they had leave to settle formed the memorable com- 
pact of 1 1th November, 1620. The people who first emi- 
grated to Massachusetts, were so provident as to obtain, not 
only a patent for their land, but a charter for authority to 
govern in the place where they were to reside. So those 
of Hartford and vicinity, on finding themselves without the 
joiisdiction of Massachusetts, early formed a civil compact 
for their regular social governance. They were neither of 
that fanatical or levelling spirit, to think of maintaining 
civil order, justice and peace, without rulers and magistrates; 
and yet they took care to define both the duty and the au- 
thority of those selected to govern. 

The union of the four colonies in 164?, and for many 
years following, was evidence of ibe similarity of their views, 
as well as proof of their wisdom in providing such a mea- 
sure for the common safety. In the critical period of 1775, 
when the capital of Massachusetts was in possession of a 
military force from Great Britain, with a view to deprive 
the people of the province of Uieir liberties, Connecticut 
was among the first to send forth its brove sons for their 
defence. 

It was the policy and the attempt of General Gage to 
pevent Connecticut joining in support of Massachusetts, 
in May, 1775; but the effort was utterly vain and ineflec- 
tual with the patriotic TimmbuU, as well as with the peo- 
ple. 

These recollections cannot fail to excite our gratitude, 
and to invigorate our affections towards the citizens of your 
veiy respectable State; whom we have always been proud 
toodl oux brethren in the cause of freedom and republican- 
ism—of rational freedom supported by law and order; of 
genuine republicaniam, maintained by the intelligence and 
▼irtae of the people. Many of us of the present day, I 
trust, cherish sentiments of great respect for such characters 
•B Ti-umbntl, IValeotty Sherman, titkin, EUwworth, Nitl- 
Aottse, Giitwold, and Hvntingt(m ; and as EUot, Bulklty^ 
Hobart, Stylft* Dana, Dvight, and Strong, 

Harvard College, which was early established at Cam- 
bridge in Massachusetts, and nxty years before the date of 
Yale, was also on occasion of friendly and literary inter- 
course between the clergy and people of the two colonics. 
A large portion of the students and graduates of Harvard 
were from Connecticut and New Haven. Most of the 
Clergy, of those two colonies, for the last half part of the 
irth century, were alumni of that ancient seat of learning; 
and so were the four fii>»t Rectors of Yale College, during 
the former part of the 18ih centuiy, \a : Peirton, Cutler, 
JVHUami and Clap. 



Commercial Statittica- — ^The Conmercial Gnetteof St. 

Petersburg publishes tables of the exports and imports of that 
capital during 1839, of which the following axe there* 
suits. 

The total value of imports was 198,061,386 roubles aa- 
signals ; exports 1 22,0 1 8,295 roubles aasignats. A bctract- 
ing 2,504,445 roubles, the value of the merchandise shipped 
on account of captains, and what they received for paaaea- 
gers, the whole of this trade has been carried on by 170 
houses, of which the dealings of 94 have been under, and 
76 above one millions of roubles. 



The following statistical notes of the industry of France 
are given in the Journal General : 

In 1819, the quantity of merchandise conreyed in French 
vessels was only 726,000,000 kiloirrammes. In the year 
1838 it wns 1 ,206,966,0 ;0. In 1819, the duties open 
public carriages amounted to only 3,101^58 francs; in 
1838 they were 6,200,000 francs. The amount of ma- 
chinery exported in 1820 was only 216,500 francs; in 
ISdditwaa 3,980,607 franca. In 1818, there was only 
sufficient cotton machinery in France to spin 16,914,117 
kilogrammes of cotton in a year, but in 1838 it had ao in* 
creased that 51 millions were apun. 



Produce 6aiif^!^Thiity-foar veaaels that deared from 
thit port yesterday and to-day, op to 1 o'clock, P. M. ; had 
on board eighty -six thousand nine hundred and fifty-six bush- 
els of wheat, and eight thousand eight hundred and atxty-thiee 
barrels of flour, according to the Collector'a booka. Twenty* 
^e of the vessel! cleared to Canadian portk^-^C/ei*^, Hm 



It is stated in a late Boston paper, that there waa only 
one brass cannon in the American army, at an early period; 
and that taken from a British ship, by Capt Manlg. The 
following paragraph is from Bradford's Hisloiy cf Mas- 
sachusetts, vol. 2d. paf*e 337— a work which ahoold be in 
every family in this Commonwealth: 

"On the application of the Governor, in 1789, rongrcis 
ordered t-mo brass field-pieces to be reatored to Maasacho* 
setts, which were a part of the/orir that composed the vihola 
Amrrican field-artillery, at the commencement of the Revo- 
lutionar}' war. Congress ordered the following inscription 
to be put upon them: on one 'Haw cock;' sacred to tilierty. 
This is one of the/s»r cannon which constituted the whole 
train of field-artillery possesaed by the colonies on the 19th 
of April, 1 776. Thva cannon and its fellow, belong to soma 
citizens of Boston, were used in many engagements daring 
the war. The other two, the property of Maasachuaetfti, 
were taken by the enemy. On the other, the inscription 
was *Ai>AN8,' with a similar statement and explanation. 

A friend informs us that he heard an officer of the Revo- 
lution and a Bostonian, say that these two braaa pieeea 
were in Boston at the time of Concord battle ; and weie 
soon afler aecretly conveyed to Cambridge in the night, by 
Boston boys, in a market cart covered with old h hn k nta , 

dec. 

Boet, Mer% Jvur, 

BxtenMtve Foreerie§-Om community waa on Friday laat 
thrown into considerable excitement arising from whtspara 
and surmises relative to forgeries said to hare been made 
yeat^day, as reported, on every bank in oar ci^ and liber- 
ties. Upon making inquiry we aaoertained the following 
facts: It appears that acooants have been opened in the 
several bonks in the namea of Vanaredale U Roberta^ 
Sleifter & /feor/, and George B. McKee U Ce.all of 
whom, if we onderstood correctly, had given their residenoa 
at No. 42 Walnut atreet Thoraday, checka were dmwn 
by Vanarodale & Jiobertw, and deposited by one or other of 
the above named firms, with the word *Good' written thereon, 
and the name of the Teller forged. The check exhifaiied 
to ua waa remarkably well done. After depositing these 
checks, the amount was then drawn oat withoot ana- 
picion. When the banka, aa usual, made their exdiangea 
this morning, the fraud waa detected; but too late lo 
aecure the ofTendeia aa they had availed tbeaiaelvos of 
one or other of the many facilities our city ftflbris, for nak* 
ing an escape. It alao appears that no audi firms have 
ever done basineas at No. 42 Walnnt atreet. Tbo amooitt 
of money obtained by thcae forgeriea, we could not aaeer* 
tain but report aaya, not far abort of twenttf tkeuaand deh 
lata, 

Philn Oat, 
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The ArmMan Corvette Saltanl. 

Tlie srrWal in oar harbour of tbe firet Arabian man>of-war 
that ever crossed the Atlantic, is an occurrence of much in- 
tereat. The Sultani was built at Bombay, of teak vood, 
and b a handsomely modelled and well equipped ihlp. Her 
officers and crew are all Arabians, and in their oriental coa- 
turoe of turbana, looae robes, and long beards, present a strange 
appearance on a ship's deck. She is commanded by a Cap- 
tain of the 8ultan*a Navy, whose bearing haa all the dignity 
and grace so characteristic of the upper classes of the Ara- 
biana. The Sultan of Muscat, to whom aha belonga, has 
■ent her out on a commercial expedition, (under a treaty ef- 
fected with this government in 1835.) loaded with the pro- 
ducts of Arabia, and among them, as preaents to tbe President, 
two fine Anil)ian horses, a box of pearls, a sabre, dtc &c. 

There has probably been no instance of more prompt and 
unUmited national hoapitality than was manifested by the 
Sultan to one of our ships at the time of the ratification of 
ibm treaty. Tbe United States ahip Peacock, having the 
treaty duly aigned, on board, in the month of September, 
1835, on her voyage to Muacat, ran on a coral reef in the 
night, on ^e coaat of Arabia Felix, at a distance of about a 
mUe from the ahore, and aa the tide fell, settled on her side, 
BO that not one of her guna could be brought to bear. Her 
sitcation was, of course, very critical, and her boats had abun- 
dant occupation in repelling the Arab r/aii«, by which she 
was aoon approached. After twenty-four hours of fruitleu 
attempt to get her olf, Captain Kennedy determined, la a 
last resort, to despatch an officer in one of the ship's boats to 
the Sultan of Muscat, on the Persian Gulf, a distance of some 
Si>0 miles, across the Arabian sea, to cany the treaty, and, 
if possible, to procure assistance. After a most perilous voy- 
age of five daya and nights, in which this little open boat 
with eight men, (including Mr. Taylor who commanded her, 
and Mr. Roberta the U. S. Agent who negotiated the treaty,) 
narrowly eaca|ted destruction from the Arabs, who pursued 
her, and afterwards from the rough weather, in which she was 
with the greatest difficulty kept afloat-^she reached Muscat 
in safety. At one time, when a large dau, manned by about 
thirty Arabs, was gaining on the boat, the crew of which had 
pre{«red for her a warm reception, with their little armament 
of muakets— the officer, to test the pluck of his men, said — 
" Boya, if that fellow comes up with us, what shall we do 1" 
" Go to Muscat in the prize, sir !" was the reply. These, were 
of course, the right sort of men for such an expedition. 

On their arrival at Muscat, they were tnated by the Sultan 
with every possible hospitality. When he heard of their ar^ 
iIvbI, and befon he bad seen them, be was just going off, on 
• visit of state, to an English man-of war, but immediately 
sent word to the oommander that he should forego his visit, 
as he had just learned that a ship of his allies, the United 
States, was wracked on hu eoast, and he should do nothing 
nntil he had taken every measure for her relief. He imme- 
diately placed the Sultani, with a full complement of officers 
and men, under tbe command of Mr. T. to proceed to the 
relief of the Peacock, and tendered the use of any ahip in his 
navy, (in case the Peacock ahould not be saved) to return to 
the United States with her officers and crew, or to complete 
her cmiiie, as Captain Kennedy might elect The Governor 
of Zor {m town some eighty or ninety miles distant from 
Muscat, toward where the Peacock lay,) who was at the time 
in Muscat, was despatched to that place with orders to send 
every vessel, bearing the Arab flag, to the relief of the Pea- 
cock— -and a Bedouin chief waa sent, with his camels across 
the desert, with a message from the Sultan to the Sheik of 
the tribe occupying the coast on which the Peacock was 
trrecked, that he would hold the tribe and every member of 
it aeeonntable for any injury to the Peacock or her crew. 

The Sultani fell in with the Peacock at sea. She had lam 
on the reef for fifty-six hours, and was not floated until she 
bad lost several of her anchors and thrown overboard eleven 
of her guns. After visiting Muscat, where they were all 
ticated with a degree of courtesy and hospitality rarely met 
with in Christian countries, the Peacock proceeded to Bom* 
bay to refit, and purchased from the East India Company a 
battery in place of the guns thrown overboard on the coral 



reef. After lying at Bombay about a month, and m the 
Peacock vras on the eve of sailing on her cruise, a ship waa 
seen entering the harbor, bearing the Arab flag. It proved 
to be the Sultan's ship, with the Peacock's guns which had 
been thrown over, and which the Sultan had caused to be 
raised, and sent his vessel with them to overtake and restore 
them to the Peacock— a distance of a thousand miles from 
the place where they had been lost 

For all this labor and expense, which it is believed has not 
to this day met cither requiital or acknowledgment from thb 
Government, the Sultan would receive no compensation. 
Such conduct as this certainly justifies the statement of our 
officers who have seen him, that the Sultan is a gentleman, 
in the largest and strictest sense of the term, and affords an 
example well worthy imitation by other powers professing 
greater civilization than the sons of Ishmael. 

Under theae circumstances it is hoped that every facility 
will be given by our Government to the first commercial enters 
prise of the Sultan with the New World, that the Sultani 
and her officers may be greeted with civilities approaching 
in some little degree to those (of which she has been an in- 
strument,) extended by the hospitable Araba to our own 
people.— -w\>w York American, 

The Arabian tfJp Sultani, — A committee of five fhm 
each Board of the Common Council has been appointed to 
receive Abamet Ben Aman, captain of said ship and repre- 
sentative of the Sultan of Muscat, and extend to him the 
hospitalities of the city. This is done partly in conalderation 
of the very friendly demeanor of the said Sultan towards our 
country and commerce, and partly because the Sultani is the 
first vessel of his nation which ever visited our shores. 

[JV. Y, Journal of Commerce. 



JWv Mineral Fotrntain. — An excavation lost fell of about 
30 feet, a few yards south of the Flsg Kock Spring, resulted 
in the discovery of a largo mitieral fountain, which it became 
impracticable to tube until the preaent spring. A fter encoun- 
tering much expense and labor, the proprietor, Mr. M'Laren, 
has finally succeeded in effieeting this and in raising the wa- 
ter above the natural surface of the earth. It now flows at 
the rate of 3 or 4 gallons per minute, and presents decidedly 
the most spsrkling and lively appearance of any fountain 
ever discovered at thia phoe. It is, indeed, not dissimilar to 
that of the Washington Spring, so much admired during its 
exiitenoe at Ballston Spa some years since. 

Of the qualiiiea of the new fountain, we are unable to 
speak, aa it has not been analysed. It is, however, remarka- 
bly pungent and pleasant, and will undoubtedly attract mndi 
attention among etrangers, as it has already done among oar 
inhabitants. It is called the Pavilion Spring. 

Saratoga Sentinel. 

DiTidendfl. 

The Philadelphia Banks haw declared the foUowingy 
ly or half yeariy dividenda. 

Capitei. per cent 

Commercial 1,000,000 6 

Farmen' dc Mech's, 1,350,000 6 

Gimrd 5,000,000 8 

Kensington 260,000 6 

Mechanics, 1,400,000 8 

ManufacL & Mech'a, 600,000 8 

Mqyamensing, 850,000 8 

Nonhem Liberties, 350,000 6 

North America,. 1,000,000 3 

Germantown, 142,050 6 

Philadelphia, 1,800,000 6 

Penn Township, ;.... 500,000 6 

Pennsylvania, 2,500,010 3 

Southwaric, 350,000 3 

Western, 500,000 4 

TURNPIKE ROADS. 

Frankford db Bristol, $1,50 per share. 
Chesnut Hill d& Spring House, 4 per cent. 
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Tile report of the foUowiiig cai^ which was ineerted oo 
page 344, being tnaccarate (owing to an inoorreet copy fur- 
nished aa») we now hy request, republish, it as conected. 

Important Decision. 

Nadianiel Weed, Harvey Weed,^ In the Diadiet Court for 

and Henry W. Barnes, trading i the City and County 

as R d^ H. Weed and Company, >of Philadelphia, before 

▼8. I JuJge Stroud and a 

HUl, Fish & Abbe. J Special Jury. 

This was an action of rvplktiv, to recover certain goods and 
merchandise, enumerated in the Writ and UecUiration, valued 
at $919 46. The plaintifis are merchants of New York, and 
the defendants common carriers between the cities of Now 
York and Philadelphia. 

The facts of the case, as detailed in the evidence, were 
briefly as follows: In the month of September, 1835, Isaac 
Campbell, of Alton, Illinois, went to the city of New York, 
with the view of purchasing goods. He represented to the 
plaintiffs that he was a member of the firm of Isaac Campbell 
& Co., which firm, he said, consisted of his father, his bro- 
ther, and himself— 4hat the firm wos free from debt — that his 
fiither was in affluent circumstances, and the capital of the 
firm was about $10,000. 

Upon the faith of these representations, the plaintiffs sold 
him the goods in question. It was in proof that he bought 
goods of many other persons in New Yoik, by means of 
aimilar representations. The goods sold by the plaintiffs, as 
well as others, were packed up in cases and bales, marked 
" Isaac Campbell db Co., Alton, Illinois," and delivered to 
the defendants, for conveyance to Philadelphia, thence to be 
forwarded to Illinois. 

On the arrival of the goods in Philadelphia, they were 
soiled under processes of foreign attachment, by pra-eiisting 
creditors of Isaac Campbell, whose debts amounted toaevend 
thousand dollars. Campbell absconded upon the laying of 
the attachments. It was afterwards ascertained that be was 
laigdy in debt in Philadelphia—that he was wholly insolvent, 
and that fio such firm existed aa laaae Campbell ic Co. 
Campbell afterwarda fled to Texas. 

This replevin waa iasued to take the goods out of the 
hands of the defendanta, who were mere atakeholdera for the 
parties entitled, either the plaintiffs or the attaching creditors. 

The plaintiff's counsel contended, 1st, That the plaintifis 
had a right to stop the goods m raAirsiTu, iii their transit 
from New York to Ulinoia, in consequence of the insolvency 
of the pretended purchaser, Isaac Campbell. 

Sad. That the ontraet of sale waa annulled and rescinded 
by the fraud and fidaehood which were praetised to obtun 
tho goods, and that no property passes where a purchase is 
brought about by misrepreeenlation. 

His Honor, Judge Stroud, chaiged the Jury, that if they 
believed the evidence, they must find for the plaintiff— that 
die contract waa vitiated by the iraud, and no properUr could 
pass under such, circumstanoea. Verdict for plaintifis. 

For plaintifiSi^ Job R. Tyaon, Esq. For defendanta, S. H. 
Perkina, Esq. 

Heir Era la the Commerce of Bait. 

Were a penon to have been for a year or two in aome re- 
mote part of the world, cut off firom all intercourse with the 
city of his home, and suddenly returning, he would probably 
be a little startled in paasing along our docks at the present 
time to perceive canal boats in the act of being unladen of 
their cai^goea of grain, flour, 6lc. hailing from Harfisburg* 
Northumberland, Lewtatown, &c. towna in the interior of 
Pennsylvania ! — " How came these boats here?** would be 
the natural inquiry — and how great would be his surprise ! 
we may infer, to be informed of the improvements which 
had been effected in our country, within the last three years 
—proof of which was before him ! 

'llie boats named in our Tide Water Canal List have all 
been brought through the Tide Water Canal ; and were tow- 
ed from Havre de-Grace, its Southern terminus, to this port. 



within the preaent we^ by thastnanboat Patapaeo, without 
an accident ; and some of them, having taken in back fieights 
of groceries, fish, &c., are already ** homeward bound." We 
have examined these boats with attention ; and, professing 
some knowledge upon the subject, find them to be what ars 
properly termed decked canal boats : for, to have towed open 
boats to this port, unless unladen, would have been impiao- 
ticable ; and even those in question will be ▼eiy liable to ao- 
ddenta, under the circumstances noticed in our last, unless 
they are subjected to an improvement We are borne out 
in our opinion by the opinions of other persons, that some 
of them are not adapted to bay navigation : a Aoti and aod* 
den sea, or chop, which are frequently to be met with off 
many of the prominent points, would roll them over, espe- 
cially if principally laden with grain in bulk ; to guard igainst 
which they ahould have a temporary shifting board ; and poa- 
aibly after all, lee^boards will be found bidupensable; tnesa 
could be so constructed as to ship and untliip at Havre de- 
Grace, at pleasure. 

We throw out the foregoing hints, not for a canspjcooas 
display, but firom the beat of motives, to timely guard the m* 
terested against what some might call an accident. 

QCj* Since the foregoing was In type, we have conversed 
with partiea interested in this cand trade, (centf^ntea of 
some of the boats in the first fleet which came thxuugh the 
Tide Water Canal,) and learn from them that our remaiks 
last week, in reference to the character of the canal boats, 
were con^ : and that the carg^^ o^ ^^ open boata were 
"tranashipped** and placed on board other vessels, and fay the 
latter brought to this port We are fiirther assured, and as- 
thorized to say, that if good substantial dedc-boata, like unto 
the best of the four* recently here, were to be intraduoed in- 
to the trodet that as many as ten per day could be towed from 
Havre de-Grace to this port at $6 each, and the like sum for 
towing back, which would not require a longer time than 6 
or 7 houta, in the transit either way. 

* For instance, the Judge Porter of Lewisboig; or the 
Harrisburg, which waa built hen^-^Ljffartte Prit9 Car, 



Electlottt. 

The following table will be found handy aa a matter of 
reference. It 1ms been compiled with great care^ and is be- 
lieved to be accurate : 

State. State Election. 

New Hampshire, March. 10. 
Connecticut, April 6. 

Rhode Island, " 16. 

Virginia, " 23. 

* Louisiana, July 6. 
Alabama, August 8. 
Kentucky, " 9. 
Indiana, " 8. 
•Illinois, « 8. 
Missouri, ** 3. 
Tennessee, " 6. 
North Carolina, in August 

* Vermont, Sept 1 . 

* Maine, « 14. 

* Georgia, October 6. 
Maryland '< 7. 
South Carolina, « 13. 

* Pennsylvania, • 13. 

* Ohio, " 13- 

* New York Nov. 23 and 24. 
New Jersey, •* 8 and 4. 
Mississippi, " 3. 
Michigan, " 2. 
Arkansas, *' 2. 

* Massachusetts, <■ 2. 
^Delaware, " 10. 



Elec. 

Novembers. 

•• 2. 

« 18. 

« t. 

2. 

- 9. 

- 1. 
3. 

- 2. 
" 2. 
« 16- 
« 19. 
" 10. 

2- 

« 2. 

•» 9. 

by Lagulature. 

November €1^ 

38 and M. 
8 aod4w 
3, 
2. 
S. 
9. 
10. 



Those Statea marked with a star,chooae membera of Con- 
gress on the same day that State officers are choaen. 

The ElectoiB meet at the capitola of the respective States 
in which they are chosen, on the second day of Decciiiber« 
and give in their ballots for President and Vtoe Preaident 

BarrtMburg CAran. 
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«60S,114 

^346 
35.967 
661,336 

183,980 

19.146,585 

95,581 

18,371 

1.071,613 

17.063,818 
23,296 

980,873 

336.632 
466.385 

1,883,200 
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1.160.608 
33.679 

970,709 

339.002 

37,018.278 
64,011 
10,701 
893,114 

8.426.458 
230.054 

599,682 

129.838 
808,716 

3,806.863 
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TOBACCO STATISTICS. 



Mat, 



Dutiet in Great Britain on Tobacco, 

Aooording to official tables, the amount of the nett revenue 
derived by the British Government, on tobacco, was in Itt37, 
as follows : 
From customs iB3,417,663 

** licenses 52,219 



Nett revenue 

The charges of collecting may be estimated at 



On the other band, there should be deduct- 
ed for the expenses of former balances, 
and which do not figure in the above 



2,000,000 
19,540,000 



Being an average for one year of. ... . • .fianes 781,600 



Gross revenae £ stg. 3,745,882 

Equal to $18,167,526; of which ll-12vrere derived from 
American tobacco. 

The average annual consumption of Great Britain, for 
1838 and 1839, of the leaf tobMco of the United States, 
may be fiiirly estimated at 1 8,000 hogsheads annually ; which, 
at 1,20U lbs. each, is 21,600,000 lbs. The duty on which, 
at 3 shillings per lb., renders a nett revenue of. . jC3,240,00U 
Licenses 62.000 



3,469,883 ^ ,^ 

276,000 Equal to... yC^'A: 

' Amount of average of one years benefit, 
as above. • 



Total average of one year's benefit from 
the Regie 



1144,898 
8,332,n5 

18,477,418 



Nett revenue 3,292,000 

Charges of collecting may be estimited at 270,000 

GresB revenue £3,56 2,000 

Which, at $4 85 per pound sterling, is equal to $17,276,- 
70%— being equal to about two>thirde of the expenses of 
their navy, and about equal to the whole expenses of the 
OovevQment of the United States of America. 

France, 

The following will show the nett benefit derived from the 
monopoly of the Regie to the French treasury, from 181 1 to 
1836, inclusive : 
Aooording to an ofikiai statement, the nett 

benefit vras france 1,011,299,757 

The advances made by the treasury on the 

establishment of the exdusve system, were 

as follows : 



A loan to the Caisse de service 

franct 69,000,000 
Amount of the Cantionnements 

frunce 36,663,190 



In 1837 the monopoly of tobacco produced to the French 
treasury a nett profit of 59,000,000 francs, equal to $ 1 1,013,- 
3 )3 i being 3,40 J,000 francs more than in 1826. The pro- 
fits gained by the 25,852 authorized retailen amounted to 
1 1,8 9,773 francs, equal to $2,204,490. 

Russia levies a du^ of over 200 per cent; England over 
800 per cent.; in a great part of Germany near 100 per eeuL 
on first cost ; and France, Spain, Italy, and Austria derive 
enormous profits from their system of monopoly. It may 
safely be said that Europe levies a revenue of about 30 mil- 
lions of dollars on about 100,000 hogsheads of American 
tobacco, which cost in the United States about 7 m i H io n sr— 
These enormous duties and restrictions are of the moot se- 
rious injury to our agricultural and commercial intcrcsli; 
whilst the total nett revenue of the United Statea, derived 
from all articles of importations from ail parts of the world, 
according to the report of the Secretary of the Tneasoiy, for 
the two years ending Sist December, 1838, was an svsrsfs 
of $16,866,017. 

JOSHUA IX)DGE. 
To the Hon. Dakixl Jkhifkf, 

Chairman of the Select Committee on Tobacco, 

WAsaiireTOV, April 27, 1840. 



Sum total for which thi Regie has 
to account 

The payments into the traasniy 
by the Regie have been 

The value of the capital of the 
Regie, according to the inven- 
tory of 31st December, 1835 

franco 57,946,815 

Of which 47,61 1,885 finmcs, for 
the intrinsic value of the to- 
bacco, composing the supplies 
of the Regie, but from which 
should be deducted the balances 
to be paid at that period, dec. 281,776 



1,115,961,947 



franco 1,058,298,508 



Bank of MiUedgeviUe. — A judicial decision in the 8ih 
preme Court of Georgia has put the Bank of MilledgeviOe (so 
styled commonly) into a veiy embarrassing position. It evi- 
dently springs out of a blunder of construction in the fra- 
ming of the law incorporating the Bank, by which it isnow 
104,662,190 i made doubtful whether sny of the contracU with tluLBank 
can be enforced at all, and whether it has even been legally 
organized. 

The law incorporates a bank by the name of the tfank of 
MiUedgeviUe, with banking and insurance privileges, and it 
was put into operation as the Bank of MiUedgeviUe, sim- 
ply, without the addition to the tide of the other words. In 
a suit instituted by the Bank against the endorsen of a pnK 
missory note it was pleaded in abatement that the Bank could 
only sue, by charter under the fuU title, by which, however, 
it has never transacted business, and the^pka was held to be 
good. 

Another point decided by the Court was that the law as 
printed in the Digest, made by authority of the State, is to 
be received in Courts as the authentic record of an act, in 
preference to the enrolled manuscript on file in the office of 
the Secretary of State.-^/'Ai/. Gaz, 



57,663,439 



35 years benefit, franco 1,115,961,947 

Average of one year's benefit firancs 44,638,478 

Being equal to $8,332,515. 

But to the above amount shoidd be added the losses by 
the Regie, in consequence of the invasion, and of which no 
mention is made in the above statement 

Tobacco demanded or abandoned francs 19,500,000 

Houses and utensils • 1,500,000 

The Regie has likewise delivered up to the 
administration des domains^ sundry buil- 
dings, valued at about. • 540,000 



We have received and tender our thanks to the Secretary 
of Indiana for, a public document. 



firancs 21,540,000 
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MlUlla of tHe United States. 

Letter from the Secretary tj H^ar, trantmiftin^ a fywtem 
of reorganization of the Mititia of the Cnited Stateo. 
March 20, 1840, Utf erred to the Committee on the 
jmittta. 

War DiFAiiTVBirT, March 30, 1840. 

Sir : — ^In compliance with the resolution of the House of 
Represenhiti?es, of the 9th instant, '* that the Secretary of 
War be requested to communicate his plan, in detail, for the 
re-organiiation of the militia of the United States," I have 
tt^e honor to submit the following report : 

The impossibilitj of guarding our exposed frontiers by the 
small regular force of the United States, renders it necessary 
that some plan should be devised to moke the militia avail- 
able without burdening the country, either by too great an 
expense in maintaining it in the field, or by abstracting too 
largo a number of useful citizens from the productive labors 
of agriculture or of the mechanic arts. 

The mass of the militia of the United States, as at present 
organized, does not fall short of ono million five hundred 
thousand men ; and evciy day thst they are mustered for in- 
spection or exercise abstracts at least one million of dollars 
from the earnings of labor, without adding anything what- 
ever to the military efficiency of the countfy, and too often 
afiecting injuriously the moral condition of those who are 
assembled for the purpose. Left by the little instruction they 
receive on such occasions, without discipline, subordination, 
or knowledge of the use of arms, and totally ignorant of the 
manner of taking care of themselves or of each other in the 
fieki, such a militia if called out in mass, woukl rather prove 
a burden than an assistance to the army employed in the de- 
fence of the country, as i^i shown by the experience of Gen. 
M'^ashington. repeatedly expressed in his correspondence, as 
well as by the result of more recent events during the last 
war. It is true that, in the principal cities of the United 
States, there are to bo found well-organized, disciplined, and 
soldierlike companies, battalions, regiments, brigades, and 
divisions, of volunteera ; men who, individually and collect- 
ively, would do good service in the field. But any one ac- 
quainted practically with war knows that to fight bravely, 
and even to manoeuvre coolly and skilfully, on the field of 
battle, are not the most neceaaary qualifications of the sol- 
dier. They are, perhaps, the most common, and the least 
often called into action. Soldiem must be taught their duties 
in garrison, and in the field, in marching and encamping, in 
the police and military administration of an army. This in- 
struction, so essential, and without which it is impossible to 
form the soldier, cannot be given in a day's training, by ofiS- 
eers nearly as ignorant of these branches of the service tla 
the soldiera themselves. I speak of the generality of the 
militia ofiicers. It must be imparted l^ veteran and skilful 
officers, in garrison and in camp, and to men and officcn 
alike ; and it must be imparted to a few at a time. Any at- 
tempt to organize, discipline, and render every way fit for 
•ervioe in the field, the unwieldy mass of the militia of this 
rtot countiy, which will soon ascend to two millions of men, 
must fiul fur want of means, and leave the country exposed 
to the terrible disastere which will attend the firat buret A war 
qnon its frontiers, if they are to be defended by armed but un- 
disciplined malUtudes. 

It naa been suppooed that it will )m ■uffident to inatroet 
the oAcen only, and that the privates can, imdar well in- 
Voi. IL— 41 



structed officers, be formed into soldiera instantly, by the 
magic voices of good commandere. This is a double and a 
most dangerous error. In the firat place, it requires time to 
form a soldier, under the most practised, experienced, and 
skilful officera ; and our soil might be polluted by the foot of 
the invader, our cities taken and sacked, and our forts occu* 
pied, before our armed citizens could be taught the elements 
of tactics, or the simple use of the fire-lock. And, secondly^ 
it will prove a fatal error to suppose that an officer can be 
formed by being drilled as a private. The habit of command, 
the prompt eye, the firm tone, the self possession in momenta 
of difficulty and danger, which inspire the men with confU 
dence and courage, and are so essential to secure their ready 
obedience, are the result of practice. The officera and privates 
who are to act together in the field, must be drilled together, 
and practised, the one to the duties of obedience, and the 
other to those of command. 

Satisfied that an efficient force cannot be created by drilling 
the officera alone, as well as of the impracticability of render* 
ing the whole mass of the militia available, at the same tims^ 
for the defence of the country ; and convinced from the ex^ 
perience of our past ware, that it is necessary to organize and 
discipline a select body of citizen^soldiers, who, in a moment 
of danger, will know their stations, and thehr duties when 
assembled there, and who, although separated from the mass 
for a short time, will return and impart to it the military 
knowledge and experience they have acquired during their 
period of service, 1 have prepared the plan, the details of 
which era herewith submitted, agreeably to the resolution of 
the House. It is believed that, on examining them, it will 
be apparent that the scheme is not liable to any one of th# 
objections that are urged against large standing armies; but, 
on the contrary, that it will form a select body of well-ditf 
ciplined militia, ready themselves to defend their country in 
the* hour of danger against any sudden attack, and furnishing 
a corps, around which the less instructed mass may rally ; 
possessing, in some degree, the military knowledge and skill 
of regular soldiera, they will be able alike to protect their 
country from a foreign foe, and to guard its liberties from 
any danger that may threaten them. 

It appeara to me that the organization now proposed will 
prevent the necessity of maintaining large standing armies, 
even in time of war. The militia, properly drilled and io> 
structed, will be thereby rendered perfectly efficient, and 
capable of defending the forts along our maritime frontier, 
which, in the absence of aoch an organization, would require 
a regular army of fifty thousand men. At present, the mi- 
litia cannot be rendered immediately available against a saiv 
prise; whereas, under the proposed organization, they would 
repair to their stations at the first alarm, and would be eflt 
cient soldiera when there. In case of war, those sfationa 
would become permanent, and BRangements mig^t easily be 
made so as to render the service as UtUe burdensome as pos* 
sible to the artlzan and mechanic 

Every precaution has been taken to avmd all interfarence 
with the rights of the States^ or to lessen their means of de- 
fence. The militia will be called out in the manner at preaenc 
provided for by law, and no change is contemplated in the 
mode of officering ^ aereial coipa of which the aetire ciatf 
will be composed. 

It will not ahstrMt a single man fimn the defimce of t]ie 
State where lie resides* nor aepexete him fimn the dees of 
atizena te whicb he belongs. It will, on the contrary. 
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■tmogtben the defences of each State, by fiimiching it with a 
Fell-organized and well-diadplined force, taken from the peo- 
ple, and making pait of the people equally interested with their 
fellow-citizens in the preservation of free institutions, and 
leaiiy at all lime^ to guard the territory and the Ube>(y of tbeir 
country. Neither does it interfere, in any manner* with the 
constitutional rights of the sitates to train their own militia 
aeconUn^ to the discipline prescribed liy Congress, liecanse 
the active militia will be employed by the President duiing 
the pcriol they are preporing for i» arlike ser^'ice in garrison 
and in the field. And while the States have all the advan- 
tages which may result from a well-organized and disciplined 
"militia, thpy will, at the same time, be exempt from the losses, 
expenses, and evils which follow, necessarily, from the assem- 
bluge of large multitudes for merely a nominal military in- 
struction, it is to be consideted, also, that a portion of the 
militia are provided with opportunities for the attainment of 
the essentials of military knowledge; and, at the same time 
that they relieve the remainder from an onerous and useless 
burden, they themselves will not be oppressed by an nndue 
amount of military service being required of them : but, on 
the contrary, by comparing the time which, under the present 
system, is devoted to that object, it will be found that there is 
but very little additional service, if any, required, and for that 
time they will he sufficiently compensated. The compensa- 
tion contemplaited is adequate under a good administration 
of the laws proposed, which are to be made uniform in their 
application, by regulations to be issued by the President, so 
as to prevent any expense to the citizen who is thus called 
out ; though it may not rise, in amount, to the sum which his 
pursuits in social life might afford. The total amount re- 
quired to recompense the militia to be called out for exercise 
will be trifling, when compared with the loss of time expe> 
rienced l>y our fellow-citizens under the present imperfect 
organization, and of the serious evils to which the youth of 
the country arc exposed by the frequent attempts now made 
to impart to them a very imperfect knowledge of the duties 
of the soldier. The subjoined plan will, it i» believed, tend 
to diminish, if not entirely remove, such evils, and will also, 
by engendering an espt-it tlu eov/ia throughout the militia of 
the several district*, elevate in the mind of every citizen the 
chnracter of the duties which he is required to perform, and 
thus make more certain the results which are hoped for by 
this system j>f military precaution and defence. Tn preparing 
the details of the proposed re-organization of the militia of 
the United States, I have been governed by an earnest desire 
to place the country in an attitude of defence, and, at the 
same time, to secure it from the necessity of maintaining at 
any period a large standing army ; to render the militia ef- 
fective without withdrawing too large a number of our fellow- 
citizens from their occupations at any one time ; and to dif- 
fuse throughout the community genemlly some knowledge 
of military sen'ice, without taxing the Treasury too heavily. 
All this, it appears to me, will be effected by drilling, during 
four years, one hundred thousand men, for a period not ex- 
eeeding thirty nor less than ten days in each and every year, 
at such times aa may least interferu with their ordinary occu- 
pations; and, for an equal term, keeping that force so organ- 
ized that it may serve as a reserve, ready to act in cases of 
emergency : doing, in the meanwhile, ordinary militia duty, 
such as is now required by law in the several States. The 
expenses of the system, which, if carried out, wonid place 
the United States in an impretrnable stale of defence, will 
not exceed fl,362,09.'5 yearly, if the maximum number of 
days for drill be adopted by Congress ; and, as it is believed 
that ten days in each and every year will prove sufficient, the 
tnnnal expense will be less than $500,000. 

DetailM of the proposed tyBtem. 

It should be provided — 

Ist That each and every free and able-bodied white male 
eitizen of the respective States, resident therein, who is or 
■hall be of the age of twenty, and under that of forty-five 
years, (with the exceptions hereinsi^ stated,) shall, severally 
and respectively, be enrolled in the militia by the captain or 
commanding officer of the company within whose bounds 
such citizens shall rsside ; and that it shall be the duty, at all 



times, oS eveiy such ciqytain ot coramaadiiig officer of a 
pany to enrol every such citizen as aforesaid, and also thoas 
who shall from time to time, arrive at the age of twenty yean^ 
or who, bt'ing of that age and under that of fnrty-fi\e yeara^ 
(with the exceptions heresfter nsmed] shall come to rcad« 
witiiin his Iwunds ; and that he shall, without delay nocif/ 
such citizen of the siid enrolment, by a proper non-conimia- 
sioned officer of the company, by whom sarb nolice nay be 
proved: that every citizen so enrolled and notified shslL 
within three months thereailer, provide himself with a good 
musket, bore of capacity to receive a lead ball of eighteen in 
the peund; a sufficient bayonet and belt; two spare ffints; 
a knapsack; cartridge box, to contain at least twenty-four 
cartridges suited to the bore of his musket, and each camidgs 
to contain a ball and three buck*s1iot, and a sufficient quan* 
tity of powder ; or with a good rifle, knapsack, shot-pouch, 
and powder-horn or flask, with sufficient powder and ball for 
twenty-four charges, and two spare flints ; and that fce shsll 
appear so armed, accoutred, and provided when called out 
ior exercise or into service ; and every citizen ao enrolled and 
providing himself with the arms, ammunition, and aocoatre- 
ments, required as aforssaid, shall hold the seme exempted 
from all suits, distresses, executions, or sales for debt, or for 
the payment of taxes. 

2d. That the Vice-President of the United States, the offi- 
cers^ judicial and executive, of the Government of the United 
States ; the members of both houses of Congress and tbcir 
respective officers; all custom-house officers with their dexks; 
all post-officers and stage-drivers, who are employed in the 
care and conveyance of the mail of the post-office of the 
United States; all ferrymen employed at itny ferry un the 
post-road; or inspectors of exports; all pilots; all marineis 
actually employed in the sea service of any citizen or mer- 
chant within the United States ; and all penons who now 
are, or may hereafter be, exempted by the laws of the re- 
spective States, shall be exempted fVom militia duty, noC* 
withstanding their being above the age of twenty and under 
that of forty-five. 

3d. That the citizens thus enrolled shall constitute the fint 
cla^s, and be denominated the mass of the militia; and the 
said mass shall be divided into divisions, brigades, regiments^ 
and companies, and be organized as follows, to wit : a com- 
pany (infantiy or rifle) shall consist of one captain, one first 
and one second lieutenant, four sergeants, four corporals, 
one drummer, one fifer or bugler, and eighty privates. A 
company of dragoons shall consist of one captain, one fint 
and one second lieutenant, four sergeants, four corporally 
one farrier, two buglers, and sixty privates. A company of 
artillery shall consist of one captain, two first and two second 
lieutenants, four sergeants, four corporals, three artificeia, 
one drummer and fifer, or two buglers or trumpeters, snd 
eighty privates. A regiment shall consist of one colonel, one 
lieutenant-colonel, one major, one adjutant, with the rank of 
first lieutenant, one quartermaster, with the rank of captain, 
one paymaster, one surgeon, one assistant surgeon, one sei^ 
geant-major, one quartermaster sergeant, two principal musi- 
cians, and ten companies. A brigade shall consist of one 
brigadier- general, with one aid-de-camp, having the rank of 
captain, two brigade-inspectors, with the rank of major, and 
two regiments. A division shall consist of one major gencrali 
with two aids-de-camp, with the rank of major, one diviaion 
inspector, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, one division 
quartermaster, with the rank of major, one judge-edTOcafte, 
and four brigades. 

4th. That from each regiment of the mass there shall ha 
formed two companies to serve ss light infantry or riflemen ; 
and that to each division of the mass there shall be attached 
one company of artillery and one company of horse, fonncd 
of volunteers, at the discretion of the commander-in chief of 
the State, not exceeding one company from a brigade, and 
shall be clothed and equipped at their own expense^ the color 
and fashion to be determined by the brigadier-general com* 
mending the brigade to which they belong. That the eom- 
missioned officers of the artillery and infiuitty shall be armed 
with a sword of such description as is commonly denomi- 
nated cut and thrust That the commissioned ofiScers of 
caralry shall fhmish themsrives with good horses of at least 



1840.] 



MILITIA or THE UNITED STATES. 



tea 



fourteen and a half handi btgfa, and be anned with a nbre 
and a pair of p'wtoli and holsters for the same. Each dragoon 
to furnish himself with a serviceable horse at least fourteen 
hands and a half high, a good saddle, bridle, Talise, breast- 
plate, and crupper, a pair of boots and spurs, a pair of pistols, 
a sabre, and cartouch box, to contain twHve cartridges lor 
pistols. 

5th. That each rcgunent shall be provided with tfie State 
and regimental colors, and each company with a drum and life, 
or bugles, as the Legislature of the respective States shall direct. 

6th. That the divisions, brigades, and regiments into which 
the mass is divided shall be numbered at the period of their 
formation, and a record thereof made in the adjutant-general's 
ofllice of the State ; and when in the field or in service in the 
State, that thej shall respectively take rank according to their 
numbers, reckoning the lowest number highest in rank ; and, 
also, that the relative rank of different corps shall be as fol- 
lows: Ist cavalry, 2d. artillery, 3d. infantry, 4th. riflemen; 
and that the said order shall be observed on all parades of 
ceremony and review, or on other duty, except when, in the 
opinion of the commanding officer, die good of die service 
may render another arrangement necessary ; and further, that 
all commisaioned ofiicen shall take rank according to the 
date of their commissions; and when two of the same grade 
bear an equal date, then their rank shall be determined by lot, 
to be drawn by them before the commanding officer of the 
brigade, regiment, company, or detachment 

7th. That there shall be an adjutant general appointed in 
each State, with the rank of colonel, whose duty it shall be 
to distribute all ordera from the commander-in-chief of the 
State to the several corps; to attend all public reviews, 
when the commander-in-chief of the State shall review the 
militia, or any part thereof; to obey all orders from him re- 
lative to carrying into execution and perfecting the system 
of discipline which may be established ; to furnish blank 
forms of different returns that may be required, and to ex- 
plain the principles on which they should be made ; to receive 
from the several officen of the difft^rent corps throughout 
the State, returns of the militia under their commands, re- 
porting the actual situation of their arms, accoutrements, 
and ammunition ; their delinquencies, and every other thing 
which relates to the general advancement of good order 
and discipline : all of which the several commanding officera 
of the divisions, brigades, regiments, and companies should 
be required to make, in the upward order of gradation, and 
in such form and at such times as the Legislature of the re- 
spective States may direct, so that the said adjutant general 
may be duly furnished therewith; and the said adjutant 
general, from the returns thus furnished, should annually 
make an abstract or consolidated report of the same to the 
commander-in-chief of the State ; and he should also make 
a report of the militia of the state to which he belongs, with 
their arms, accoutrements, and ammunition, to the adjutant 
general of the militia of the United States, on or before the 
first Monday of January, in each year : And it should be 
made the duty of the Secretary of War, from time to time, 
to give such directions to the adjutant general of the militia 
as might, in hb opinion, be necessary to produce uniformity in 
the said returns ; and he should lay an abstract of the same be> 
fore Congress, before the last Monday of February, annually. 

8th. That it shall be the duty of the brigade-inspecton to 
attend to regimental and brigade meetings of the mUitia com- 
posing the several brigades during the time of their being 
under arma ; to inspect their arms; ammunition and acooo* 
trements ; to superintend their exercise and manosavres, and 
introduce the prescribed system of military discipline through- 
out the brigade, and such orden as they diall from time to 
time, receive from the commander-in-chief of the State; to 
report to the adjutant-general of the State, at least once in 
every year, the condition of the brigade to which he hdoags; 
the situation of the arms, accoutrementit and ammunition, 
as they actually may be at the time of inspection ; and every 
other thing which may, in his judgment, relate to the govern- 
ment, good order, and military discipline of the brigade. 

9th. That, in addition to the officers referred to, thm shall 
be also one quartermaster-general, with the rank of brigadtef' 
t&nenl, to the militia of each State. 



10th. That within — -«- months after the adoption and 
establishment of thia system, there shall be token from the 
mass of the militia, in each State, Territory, and District of 
the United States, by draft, or by voluntary service, such 
number between the ages of twenty-one and thirty-eeven 
ycara, so that the whole may not exceed 10(i,0C0 men, and 
in the following proportions for each State. Territory- and 
DiMtrict, respectively, to wit: Maine 4,400 men ; ^k>w Hamp- 
shire 2.400; Vermont 2,400; MasrachusetU 6.000; Con- 
necticut 2,8 JO ; Rhode Island 8 )0 ; New York 1 H,000 ; New 
Jersey 2,800; Pennsylvsnia 10,400; Delaware 800; Mary- 
land 3.200; Virginia 6,000; District of Columbia 400; 
North Carolina 4^400; South Carolina 2,400; Georgia 
2.800; Florida 400; Alabama S.OOJ; Mi8sis»ippi 8 0; 
Louisiana l,600; Tennes$<ce 4,400; Arkan!>a<« 40^'; Mis* 
souri 1.200; Iowa 4(y0; Kentucky 4,4^0; Illinoi-c i,20^J ; 
Indiana 2,800 ; Ohio 8,000 ; Michigan 800, and Wisconsin 
400 men. This force to constitute the second class, and be 
denominated the active or moveable force. 

1 Ith, That the active or moveable force shall be divided 
into companies and battalions, and be organized as follows : 
A company shall consist of one captain, one first and one 
second lieutenant, four sergeants, four corporals, one drum- 
mer and one fifer, and ninety privates. A battalion shall 
consist of one major, an adjutant, with the rank of fint lieu* 
tenant, one quartermaster, with the rank of first lieuten- 
ant, one sergeant-major, one quarter-master-sergeant, and four 
companies. And that the said active or moveable foreo 
shall be held to serve as such, and be governed by such rulea 
as may be prescribed, for the period of four years— one-fourth 
of the same in each state, territory, and district, going out 
annually ; the order of succession to be determined in the 
first instance by lot. 

12th. That there shall be a thiid class of the militia of 
the United States, to be denominated the reserve or sedentary 
force, which shall be organized in the same manner as tho 
active force. And that the reserve force, so organized, shaU 
be composed of all those who shall have served the legal timt 
indicated for the second class, and be held to serve for four 
yeara in the aame ; at the expiration of which time they shall 
return to the mass, and be subject to no further military on 
militia duty, unless in cases of invasion, or a Uvee en moate^ 
And such portions of the active force as may go out of th« 
same annually, shall forthwith be considered as belonging to 
the reserve or sedentary force ; and aAer the termination of 
the firet four years' service of any portion of the reserve, ono- 
fourth of that'body shall go out uf service annually, in tht 
same manner as prescribed for the second daas. 

13th. That the deficit occasioned by the transfer annually 
of one-fourth of the active to the ret«rve ibroe, and by the 
discharge annually of one-fourth of the reserve, be yearly 
supplied bya draught, or by voluntary service, from the mass. 

1 4th. That for the greater convenience of instrucdon and 
discipline of the active and sedentary force, the territory M 
the United States shall be divided into ten districts, whleht 
until otherwise directed by law, shall be composed «e fbllowa t 



Maine, 

New Hampshire, 

Vermont, 

Massaehttsetts, 
Rhode laland, 
Connecticut, 

NewToik, 

N0W Jersey, 
Peansylvsnia, 

Delawaie, 

Maiylandi, 

Dist cC Columbia, 

Virginia, 



Uf dUitiet. 
> 0,SOO men 
2d dUtHct, 
i 9,600 

ZddUtritt. 

16,000 
ithdiiirie$^ 

l ia,30o 

5$hdtHrU$i 

10,400 



894 



UCUmA OP THE UNITED STATES. 



Uaw, 



6th di$trict. 



North CaroKna, 
South (*«reliaa» 
OoofjjiSy 
Florida. 



Alabtma, 

MiasiMippi, 

IjOuiiiuMf 

ToiU)0tlMf 



Arkanotf^ 
Minouri, 

lOWBy 



Kentucky, 

nitnou^ 

Indians. 



Ohio, 

Michigan, 

WiaconsiB, 




Total, 97,800 men. 



16th. That the battalions of the active and aedentaTy 
Ibive ihall be numbered at their formation, and a recoil made 
of the same; and that they shall take prebedence according 
to the rank of the several m^ors commanding the same. — 
And fordier, that when the battalion of two or more districts 
of the active or aedentary forces do duty together, they shall 
take rank according to the number of their respective districts, 
•considering Uie lowest number highest in rank. And fur- 
ther, that the order of precedence between the army of the 
United States and the militia thereof, and between the several 
elanes of the militia with one another, shall be as follows : 
1. Troops of the United States. 2, Mililia of the United 
States, in this order, to wit : 1 . The active force. 2. The 
sedentary force. 3. The mass. 

1 6th. Tb at the officers of the militia of the several classes 
ahal! be appointed by and in such manner as the legislature 
of the respective states shall direct, and in the territories of 
the United States, in such manner as is prescribed by existing 
laws. 

17th. That the President of the United States be author- 
ised to call forth and assemble such numbers of the active 
^oroe of the miUtia, at such places within their respective dis- 
tricts, and at such times, not exceeding twice, nor days 
in the same year, as he may deem necessary ; and during 
auch period, mcluding the time when going to, and returning 
from, the place of rendezvous, they shall be deemed in the 
service of the United States, and be subject to such regula- 
tions as the President may think proper to adopt for their 
instruction, discipline, and improvement in military know- 
ledge. 

1 8th. That whenever the United States shall be invaded , 
or be in imminent danger of invasion from any foreign na- 
tion or Indian tribe, it shall be lawful for the President of 
the United States to call forth such number of the militia of 
the state or states most convenient to the place of danger or 
scene of action, and in the order provided for in the 16th 
head, and as he may judge necessary to repel such invaision ; 
and to isstie his orders to. the proper officer. And in case of 
an insurrection in any state against the government thereof, 
that it shall be lawful tor the Prendent of the United States, 
on applieation of the legistatore of such state, or of the exe- 
cutive (when the legiiflaturB cannot bo convened) to call forth 
such number of the militia of any other state or states as may 
be applied for, as be may judge sufficient to suppress such 
insurrection. 

1 9th. That, whenever the laws of the United States shall 
be opposed, or the execution thereof obstructed In any state 
by combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the oidi- 



naiy course of judicial proceedings, or by the powcfa 
in the marshals, it shall be lawful for the Preadent of the 
United States to rail forth the militia of aoch state, or of any 
other state or states, as may be necessaiy to suppress socb 
combinations, and to cause the laws to be duly executed $ 
and the use of the militia, so to be called forth, may be coo* 
tinned, if necessary, until the expiration of thirty days tlhew 
the commencement of the then next session of Congress ; 
provided that, whenever it may be necessary in tfie judgment 
of the President to use the military force thus called forth, hm 
shall forthwith, by proclamation, command such tnsorgenta 
to disperse, and retire peaceably to their respective ab ed — 
within a limited time ; and provided, also, that the nufili^. 
which the President is thus authorized to call for^ be of th« 
active, or of the active and sedentary forces, when such fawm 
or forces of the state, or of the neighboring states, dialj be,iia 
his opinion, sufficient ; and when not, then such portions of 
the mass as be shall deem neoessaiy, 

20th. That the militia of the United States, or any por- 
tion thereof, when employed in the service of the United 
States, shall be subject to the same rules and articles of war 
as the troops of the United States. And that no officer, non- 
commissioned officer, muaician, or private of the mil^ia, shall 
be compelled to serve more than six months after his arrival 
at Uie place of rendezvous in any one year, nor more than in 
due rotation with every other able-bodied man of the same 
rank in the regiment to which he belongs. 

31st That every citizen duly enrolled in the militia sbsll 
be constantly provided with arms, accoutrcmenta, and ao> 
munition, as already pointed out, from and after the period 
when he shall have been duly notified of his enrolment; and 
any notice or warning to the citizens so enrolled, to attend a 
company, or regimental muster, or training, which shall be 
according to the laws of the state in which it is given for Ihst 
purpose, shall be deemed a legal notice of bia enrolment 

22d. That the officers, non-commis^oned officers, nraa^ 
clans, artificers, and privates, of volunteers and militia, when 
called into the service of the United States, in the manner 
and under the circumstances referred to, shall be entitled to 
and receive the same monthly pay, rations, clothing, or money 
in lieu thereof, and forage, and be furnished with the ssme 
camp equipage, as are or may be provided by law for the 
officers, musicians, artificers, and privates of the inlantiy of 
the United States ; provided, navertheless, that such portioDS 
of the militia as may be called out, as provided under the 
17th head, shall not be entitled to receive clothing or money 
in lieu thereof; nor shall any officer of the aame be cntilled 
to forage, or money instead, for more than ono horsey nor for 
more than one servant each. 

2dd. That the officers of all mounted companies, volun- 
teers or militia, when in the service of the United Ststei^ 
shall each be entitled to receive forage, or money in lien 
thereof, for two horses when they actually keep private sei^ 
vants, and for one horse when without private servants ; and 
that forty cents per day be allowed for the use and rijik of 
each horse, except horses killed in battle, or dying of wounds 
received in battle. That each non-commissioned officer, mu* 
sician, artificer, and private, of all mounted companies, sball 
be entitled to receive forage in kind for one horse, with forty 
cents a day for the use and risk thereof, except horses killd 
in battle, or dying of wounds received in battle ; and twenty- 
five cents per day in lieu of forage and subsistence when tha 
same shall be furnished by himself, or twelve and a half oenta 
per day for cither, as the case may be. 

S4tl]. That any officer, non-commissioned officer, artifi- 
cer, musician, or private, of militia or volunteers, required to 
be mounted, who shall, when in the service of the United 
States, sufier, without any fault or negligence on hia part 
whUe in said service, by the loss of a hone killed in battle^ 
or by a horse dying of wounds received in battle, shall, upon 
due and sufficient proof thereof, be paid for the same : pro- 
vided that not more than one hundred and twenty dotlan be 
paid for each horse for which payment may be thus cUimed, 

25th. That the officers, non-commisaoned officers, srti* 
ficers, murfcians, end privates, of the militia, when catted 
into the service of the United States, shall be entitled to ono 
day's pay, tubnstaDoe^ and other a]]owanoe% for erary diy 
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oeeupied when tnniported bj watar, and for every twenty 
miles when travelling by land, in going to the place of ren- 
dfivoaa, and returning from the place of discharge : provided 
that the militia ao called into the service of the United States 
shall be deemed always to have travelled by the most usual 
or expeditious routes. 

26th. That when any officer, non-commissioned officer, 
artiScer. musician, or private, of the militia or of volunteers, 
who shall die in the aervice of the United States, or when 
returning to his place of residence after being mustered out 
of service, or at any time thereafter, in consequence of wounds 
received in service, and shall leave a widow, or, if no widow, 
a child or chUdran under sixteen years of age, such widow, 
or, if no widow, such child or children, shall be entitled to 
receive half Uie monthly pay to which the deceased was en- 
titled at the time of his death, or at the time of his being 
mustered out of service, for and during the term of five yean; 
and in case of the death or intermarriage of such widow be* 
fore the expiration of five years, the half-pay for the remainder 
of the time shall go to the child or children of said decedent ; 
provided that the Secretaiy of War ahall adopt auch forms 
of evidence, to substantiate the application for such half-pay, 
as the Preaident of the United States may prescribe. 

27th. That courts-martial, for the trial of ofBcera, non- 
eommiasioned officers, artificers, musicians* or privates, of 
the militia or volunteer corps,* shall be composed of militia 
•fficers onjy. 

38th. That every officer, non-commissioned officer, artifi- 
cer, mnndan, or private of the militia, who shall fail to obey 
the orders of the United States, in the case provided for call- 
ing forth the active force, or parts thereof, (in the i7th head,) 
ihall be fined, and forfeit a sum not exceeding three months' 
pay, nor less than half a month*8 pay, according to the cir- 
cumstances of the case, as a court-martial may determine : 
and that every officer, non-oommissiened officer, artificer, 
musician, or private, of the militia, who shall fail to obey the 
orders of the President of the United States, in an^ of the 
cases cited in the 18th and 19th heads, shall forfeit a sum 
not exceeding one year'a pay, and not Ims than one month's 
pay, to be determined and adjudged according to the cir> 
cnmstances of the case by a court-martial ; and 8nd& officer 
shall, moreover, be liable to be cashiered by sentence of a 
cour^martial, and be incapacitated from holding a oommiasion 
in the militia for a term of four yean, at the discretion of the 
said court ; and such non-comnussionfld officers and privates 
shall be liiUe to be imprisoned by the sentence of a comt- 



■nttial, on fiuloia of the payosnt of floes adjudged against 
Ibemt fi>r one oaleadav mootb, Ibr eveiy five doUara of such 
fine. 

39ih. That all fines aas>snJ, as deaoribed in the pxeeed- 
ing head, ahall be certified by the offleer ordering the court, 
or the revising authority of the proceedings of the court-mar- 
tial having approved of the same lo the marshal of the " 
Irict in which the detinqaeat shall reside, or to one of 
4eputies^ and take a receipt from the said maiahal or depo^, 
as the case may be* for the same; which rsesipt and dopU- 
oate, of the certificate faraished, he shall transmit for record 
to the adjutant general of the militia of the United States t 
that the marshal, or his deputy, having received the said cer- 
tificate, shall forthwith proceed to levy the said fines, with 
oost, by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the de- 
linquent ; which CMSts, and the manner of proceeding with 
respect to the sale of the goods distrained, shall be sgrseabla 
to the laws of the State in which the same shall be, as in 
other cases of distress : and when any neii-commi«ioned 
officer or private shall be adjudged to sulier imprisonment, 
there being no goods or chattels to be found whereon to lev¥ 
the sud fines, the marshal of the district or his deputy shall 
commit such delinquent to jail during the term for whj^h he 
ahall be ao adjudged to imprisonment, or until the fine shall 
be paid, in the same manner as other neraons condemned to 
fine and imprisonment at the suit of the United Slatea maj 
be committed. 

30th. That the marshals and their deputies shall flwhe a 
ffaton of the levy of fines, as provided wr in the loruialB;! 
head, to the adjutant general of the miCtia of the Dntfrd ' 
fitfttca, within sixty days, conntinf linosi Ifce tiae Ihai tfk 



certificate of the assessment of the said fines is placed in 
their hands ; and they shall also pay into the hands of the 
said adjutant general, vrithin the abovenamed limit of time^ 
all fines by them thus levied and collected, deducting ther^ 
from five per centum as a compensation for their trouble : 
and in case any of the said marsbals or their deputies shall 
fail to make the required return, or pay over to the adjutant 
general of the miliiia of the United States the fines collectedv 
within the time above specified, it shall be the duty of the 
said adjutant general to inform the Solicitor of the Treasury 
of the United States of the same, who should be required to 
instruct the district attorney of the United States to proceed 
against the said marshal or deputy in the district court by at- 
tachment, for the recovery of the same. 

Slst That the marshals and their deputies of the several 
districts shall have the same powers in executing the lawa of 
the United States as sheriffs and their deputies in the several 
states have, by law, In executing the laws of the respective 
states. 

S2d. That the money or moneys collected by the assess 
ment of fines referred to, shall be applied to tiie payment of 
all necessary expenses, as far as the same may be sufficient, 
for the repair of arms, the preparation and preservation of 
military munitions, and for every other necessary thing that 
may be incident to the calling forth, and to the aervice of the 
militia, as provided for in the 17th head. 

33d. That the President shall appoint, by and with die 
advice and consent of the Senate of the United States, one 
adjutant general of the militia of the United States, whose 
duty it shall be to receive and keep in the files of his office 
all the reports and returns of the miliDa, with their arms, a^ 
coutremeots, and ammunition, made by the adjutants general 
of the respective states, distinguishing the same by Sie de- 
ferent classes into which they ara divided ; also, annually, on 
or before the last Monday in Febrnaiy, to make an absUact 
or a consolidated return of the same, and lay it before the 
President of the United States, to be, by the President sub- 
mitted yearly to Congreaa. That it shall be hia duty, like- 
wise, to keep a record or copies, in a book provided therefor, 
of all certificates of the assessment of fines by the judgment 
of militia courts-martial, fiir delinquenclea dted in the 17th, 
18th, and 19th of the foregoing heads; to keep a record or 
copy of the returns of the marmala or their deputies, of the 
execution of pro c ess , or the collection of the said fines, no- 
ting the time when the retuma aforesaid are received; to 
keep a regular account of the amount of finea collected and 
paid over to him, and of the amount expended thereof; and 
to make to the Secretaiy of War, on or before the dOlh of 
June and the Slat of December, of each year, a atatementef 
the aaid receipta and expenditorea. I'he moi^ or noonajfa 
thus asssfsed, collected, and paid over to the adjutant gc * 
forthwith to be deposited by him for sa£^keeping in tlie 
of the Treaaory of the United Staiea i and the amoaatsi 
deposited to be passed to the credit of the 
and nut to be drawn from the Treasury except' 
of the adiutant general, counteraigned by the 
War, and for the purpoaea which have been 

84th. That the adjutant general of the 
ted States shall be paid the annaal aalary «f 
dollars, in full for his service! 
ances whatwever, excepting aoch fbel 
be deemed neceaaary lor an ofiee. mAr- <H- 
Ihe War Department; and Ihax thmi^ 
ed to, and considered as one of tfir ~ 
partment, and be aubjart Id 
iation to all dntia ask! y '*'^ - ** 
Secretaiy of War bhv * — -*-»*-* 

36th. That far tfu 
genenl of the neSfttt «■< 
lowed two deifa. r « 
same he tiauele.  ' ' '* 
the«fmro''l^ •"■ ' __ _ 
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may deem necenary, for the safe-keeping of monitions and 
arms, and as the rendezvous of the mUitia, or portions thereof, 
that may be called forth. 

3rth. That the ofHcers, non-commissioned ofiiceni, artifi- 
cers, musicians, and privates of volunteers or militia, in the 
service of the United States, except when called, as provided 
for in the 17th head, shall be entitled to the like compensa- 
tion, in case of disability, by wounds or otherwise, incurred 
in the service, as is, or may be, allowed to officers . non-com- 
missioned officers, artiBcers, musicians, and privates, of the 
army of the United States. 

■t'Sth. That the several corps of volunteers, which now 
exist in the several states, and in what manner soever organ- 
ized, be not disturbed or deprived of their accustomed privi- 
leges; but nevertheless be subject to such restrictions as their 
respective legiislatures may direct, and to all other duties re- 
quired by this system, in like manner with the other mililia. 

39th. That the legislatures of the several stales, at the 
earliest period of time after the adoption of this system, enact 
such laws as may bo necessary to enrol and organize the 
militia of the respective states, according to the provisions 
contained herein : provided that, until such enrolment and 
organization be made, the existing laws governing the militia 
of each state be considered as still in force. 

40th. That the term mititia of the United States shall 
be so construed as to embrace within its meaning all troops 
of whatever description, not of the regular army of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. R. POINSETT. 

Hon. R. M. T. Huxtkh, 

Speaker of the House of Hepresentatives, 
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JUmorial of the Merchants of Cotton and Salenh i/iM- 
eachu»etis, to the Congreee of the United Utatet, 

The undersigned, merchants, deeply interested in the 
China trade, respectfully ask leave to lay before you the 
statement herewith, of intelligence recently received from 
tindoobted sources in China, part of which only has ap- 
peared in the public prints. 

They oflfer it in order to show the hostile aspect of affairs 
in China, and what were the first fruits of the difficulties 
which had occurred between the British and Chinese. 

They would add, that a full belief is entertained among 
the best-informed merchants in England, that the British 
Government have sent orders to India to concentrate a fleet 
upon Canton the coming spring, and that war, or blockade 
at least, will ensue, if their demands are not acceded to; this 
t>ellef is countenanced by Lord Palmerston's intimation to 
a committee of East India merchants, '*that no prudent man 
■hould send property to China at this time.'* 

The undersigned would urge, that the coast of China is 
always lined with hundreds of large fishing and smuggling 
Teasels, filled with desperate half-starved men, who never let 
pass a favorable opportunity to rob a vessel in distress, 
who are with difficulty kept from open piracy, when the 
whole efTorta of ti^cir own Government are used to restrain 
Aem ; who, in more than one instance, have taken complete 
possession of the entrance to Canton river, setting their 
own Government at defiance, capturing all weak vessels 
within thdr reach, whether Chinese or foreign, murdering 
ti^e crews, and, in short, rendering the coast of China dan- 
gerous to any merchant Tessela. They would urge that 
when these men are freed from the restraint of their own 
bwt, and irritated against foreigners by a blockade or other 
hostile measure, there Is every reason to fear that they will 
form hordcM of open and desperate pirates, and that our vea- 
aels usually lightly manned and armed, will be greatly en- 
dangered thereby. 

Finally, they would urge that there is juSt reason to iear 
that hostilities will ensue between the British and Chinese, 
doring the coming spring and summer, and that, upon the 
geneial greond of protection to our citizens and property 
tnm the Tioleooe and disorder whidi always tooompaoy 



war, American interests require the presence of a 
national force in the Chinese waters. 

While the undersigned would advocate most strooiglx 
the sending a national force to China, for the protectioo of 
American commerce from illegal aggreaidon, they wouid 
most earnestly deprecate the delegation to its commsnder, or 
to any other person at this time, of any powers to interfere 
in the contest between England and China, or to enter ioio 
any diplomatic arrangement whatever. 

They would represent, that the character, laws, and cus- 
toms, of the Chinese nation, are so little understood, diial 
even granting our right to demand a change in their forei^ 
policy, it would be unwise to authorize an envoy to n^od- 
ate with them, until the whole subject had been examined 
and considered in our national councils with all procunabJe 
information before them. 

The result of more than one attempt of our British nng;h- 
bours to improve their position with the Chinese, has beea 
upon each occasion the imposition of further restraint upon 
all foregners, and such we believe would follow any m 
tions on the part of the Americans based upon ttke 
lished usages among other nations. 

T. H. Perkins, Robert Hooper, Jr,« 

Neal & Co., Timothy Williams, 

H. Oxnard, J. IngersoU Bowditch, 

John L. Gardner de Co., Caleb Loring, 

Tbomaa 6. Caiy, Thoa. B. Wales, 

Nichols dc Whitney, Heniy Cabot, 

George Howe, Samuel W. 8wetl« 

Daniel Denny, J. Parker, Jr., 

Benjamin Rich, Francis Bacon, 

F. A. Gray, J. Hooper, 

A. A. Lawrence dc Co<^ C. A. Lowdl, 

J. K. MUls & Co^ Robert G. Shaw 4c Ce., 

Samuel A ppleton, B.A.Gould, 

John C. Green, Henry G. Rice^ 

Goodhue & Co.» S. Austin, Jr., 

Howland & Aspinwall, William Stargi% 

William Appleton, Caiy dc Co., 

Samuel Cabot, J. M. Forties, 



The Trutt Company.-^Tht Cincinnati Gaiette of ths 
27th of April, cofitains the foUovring notice of a praoeed- 
ing against the Trust Company : 

Quo ffarranio,^-The Prosecuting Attorney applied to 
the Supreme Court, fi»r leave to file an Informatian in tha 
nature of a Quo Warranto against the Trust Company, 
upon the affidavit of Wm. S. Hatch, Eaq^ Bank Commi»> 
sioner, claiming to fi^rieit the charter on the gnmnd that the 
Company had suspended specie payments on its notes for 
more than thirty daya within a year past; and that it has 
issued poot and mtrrency ehecke for circulation, eontraiy to 
law. The Court gave the leave asked wilhont oppositioB 
from the Company, and the eaae stands continoed ontil next 
term, to make op the requisite issnes in law and lact, to 
tie the chartered rights of the Company. 



^ JVew Cs/sny.— The Chillicothe, Ohio, Gautle 

that a portion of rising one hundred persons, who are about 
forming a colony in a rensote part of Iowa Territoiy, left tfast 
place by canal on the S4th ult. Others are to follow during 
the preaent month, others in June, and the remaioder in ihe 
fall 

■* The whole," says the Gazette, « are leagued togedier for 
mutual assistance and defence, and a part are banded for 
manu&cturing purposes^ — ^though nothii^ Iflie a commnalty 
of goods is contemplated. The settlement is proposed to be 
made near the centre of what will probably be the state of 
Iowa, at the head of navigation of the Des Moines rivcr.^* 
The march of empire continues westward, and pidtMj dar- 
ing the lives of many of the present generation, the paasct 
of the Rocky Mountaina will be paved with stone or shod 
with iron, and the hum and turmoil of commesee be hsaid 
on the shores of the Pacific** 
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▲ Mock. Execvtlan. 

Pefuacola, ^pril 1 1, 1840. 

Yesterday was the day appointed for the execution at the 
fore-yard arm of the frig;ate, of Fleming Levingston, late a 
seaman belonging to the U. 8. ship Vandalia, sentenced for 
as:Niulting his officer, attempting to create a mutiny, and a 
muiUious assemblage, by catting upon the boat's crew and 
the crews of other boats present to assist him in his assault, 
nvhen not intoxicated. 

The sciif^td was rigged — the grave dug, and coffin made 
•^-in fact, every preparation perfect At the appointed lime 
the yellow flag signal for execution was run up at the fore- 
royal mast head of the frigote, a gun fired, the crews of all 
the ships mustered on deck, and a general order from the 
Commodore, relating to the melancholy spectacle, soon to take 
place, read to them. They were then permitted to cluster 
upon the forecastle and t>ooms, to be able the l)etter to witness 
the execution. The man, dressed in white, and having on 
the white cap, was olwerved, led out upon the scaiibid, rope 
adjusted, and the chaplain attending with his prayer-book to 
ease the poor fellow off handsomely into the other world. 
The 6haplain having finished, the marine officer was seen to 
advance and read what was supposed his death-warrant, but 
tvhich was soon known by signal from the frigate to l>e his 
pardon by tliefftesident, assigning for it the very good reason 
that Levingston's offence was only one instance of unbridled 
paaaion, and his punishment did not seem necesifary for the 
preservation of the discipline of the squadron, as it appeared 
from the evidence that he called upon the boats' crews of the 
other ships, but called in vain. 

The yellow flag was then hauled down, and the perform- 
ances of the morning ended. 7*be man was tremendousty 
frightened, as you may readily imagine, and was in fact so 
eompletely paralyzed that his pardon caused no more emo- 
tion, or perceptible change in his demeanor, than the reading 
of his sentence, which was none at all. It was some mo- 
ments after he was led below t>elore he could speak, or even 
make a noise with his tongue ; and his first motion was to 
seize the bible, and kissing it, promise never to touch intoxi- 
cating drinks again. The salutary effect upon the man in- 
divually cannot be doul>ted ; for whatever crime he may he 
tempted to commit, the gallows scene and his narrow escape 
will recur vividly to his imagination ; but with the majority 
of spectators it is much to be doubted whether the reprieve 
upon the gallows will have a wholesome effect Every of- 
fender after this, sentenced to be executed, will expect his re- 
prieve, even to tho moment before he is swung ofll The 
•everity of our martial law is the only check tliat awes the 
men into obedience to the orders of the officers, whom they 
■0 far outnumber. Especially is this the case in boats, where 
a young reefer of 15 or 16 has frequently the sole charge of 
a boat's crew of 1 2 or even 20 stout men, away from the 
■hip and all assistance, save that afforded by a small dirk, or 
squally insignificant uniform oword, which he has scarce 
strength to wield.-— ^rmy and A'avy Chromcle, 



Tobacco Factories. 

Hiehmwid, Va. May 2, 1840. 

I have spent some time to-day in visiting the tobacco fiw- 
tories and have been consideiabte interested in them ; so much 
so, that I will give you a short account of the **^ays and 
means,'' in relation to this delectable weed. The tobacco is 
first packed by the planters in the country in large hogsheads, 
after being dryed, and resembles, very much a collection of 
cabbage leaves, except that the tobacco leaf is hirger and 
much more delicate. The way these hogsheads are some- 
times carried to Richmond is a caution to Yankee invention. 
A round^stick is drove into the middle of each end of the 
hogshead, another is then fastened upon each end of these 
and the horse and mule is placed between the two, as between 
the arms of a carriage. Thus, when he starts, the hogshead 
rolls over precisely like a wheel on a stone roller, snd in this 
way is dragged for miles to market On arriving at Richmood, 
the tobacco is placed in buildings furnished by the State, for 
inspection. While there, the State insure it against fire and 
the owner pays $115 per hogshead. When I visited the 
inspection, tlie coverings had all been removed from the to- 
bacco, and the inspector, preceded by three negroes, was going 
his rounds. The latter opened with axes and crow bars each 
hogshead in several places, — and a few of the leaves were 
taken out and labelled. A crowd of merchants followed wha 
examined each bunch wiih great care, and discussed the 
merits of the different parcels with much animation. These 
bunches, as samples, were then taken to a sort of auction 
stand, and tho lots sold to the highest bidder. I am told that 
very little of the tobacco is dispused of ot private sale. 

After the tobacco is sold, the hogsheads are pot on and 
what is not shipped in that condition, is removed to the msnu* 
factories. That which is intended for the English market i« 
first stemmed — thst is, the stems are all taken out, on ac- 
count of the difference in weight, there being a heavy duty 
upon tobacco consumed in England. In the room where 
this operation was performed, alwut twenty slaves were busily 
at work — principally women and children. From this apartf 
ment the article is removed to another, where the leaves are 
spun into a chord about as large as a common pipe stem and 
is then wound into little sticks, which are placed together 
under presses and receive a tremendous pressure. I'his is 
called the ** Ladies' Twist" Tho other kinds of chewing 
tobacco are rolled by the negroes into little sticks and press- 
ed in the same way. It is all then placed in the drying house, 
where it is exposied to constant heat for several weeks, by 
which its color is changed to a jet black as we see it. It h 
then packed in boxes and is ready for tho market.^-Jf es. Pat. 



A RrJie of the Olden Time.— The editor of the Salem 
Observer has been shown a relic, from Wenham, which he 
pronounces a rare and undoubted piece of anUquity, which 
has oome down from the times of the Puritans. It is a vane 
of rude workmanship in copper and iron, with the date 1688 
eat through it Wenham was first settled in 1643. The 
fiiBt meeting-house was hnilt near the ancient huiy ing ground ; 
•od this vane was put upon hs spira in 1688-«having been 
sent from an individual in England to his brother in thia 
eonntiy. In 1 764, the second meeting-house waa built ; and 
Jacob Crowninshield, who then owned a lann in Wenham, 
WAS a benefiietor to a eonsiderable extent towards the cost of 
its erection* This vane was'given to Mr. C. and then placed 
upon a tree upon his fitrm^ where it reouined until wWh 
in a few years. It is a rusty old fellow — one himdied efer 
fifty-two years old ; and haa stood the biifietlnge of 
•nd storms a oentoiy and a half. It baa m 
•d to, many changes in its day; althoqgh 
sohstanHilly naaltersd ; a thing cf 
kmg andunnce. 



Tombigby Raifroad Bank of Cm/nmbnt MtMiitnhpL^^ 
This concern has assigned all its effects to Charles Wabk^ 
Esq. its cashier, ibr the benefit of iu creditors Tlw cew ft 
tion of the baidc is stated thus : 
Amount notes discounted on hand, fT 1 1 4^ ^ 

bills of exchange, ^ *^** ^" 

judgments in Lowndes go. 
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Barratry. 

I^suBAHcx Law. — Superior Court in Bench, April 25, 
1840. 

Mryan H Jlfait^and vi. The ^fmerieaTLlnntrrmee Com' 
pany. — The insurance was cm merchandise **from New 
York to ZSew Orleans, by sliip Kentucky; and at and from 
thence by steaml>oat or boats to Tuscumbia, (Alabama,) 
each package of dry goods subject to its own particular 
average, as if separately insured." The policy insured 
against the osoal perils of **pirates, rovers, thirvet, barratry 
tf the matterg and mariners, SicJ* A verdict whM taken 
at the December term of the Court, subject to the opinion of 
the Court on a case which waa argued at the March term, 
containing the following among other facts: — 

The goods were in boxes, shipped by the Kentucky to 
New Orleans, where in the moial course of transmission 
they were transferred to the store-houoe of the forwarding 
merchants, and retained there until the depirture of the 
steamboats t»y which they were sent to Tuacumbia. On 
the leceipt of the boxes at Tuscumbia, it was found that 
•ome of them had been openetl, and a |K>rtion of the goods 
abstracted. By whom or at what point of the route from 
New Yoik to ^'ew Orleans the goods bad been abstracted, 
did not a|'()ear. 

The Plaintiffii claimed that they were entitled to recover 
the value of the missing goods, under either of the clauses 
in the policy assuring against thieves or barratry. For 
the Defence it wa« contended that the insurance against 
thieves related merely to aetailing thieves and not to cases 
of larceny — and that they were not liable for barratry, no 
proof of loss from that particular case being given. 

Chief Justice Jones delivered the decision of the court in 
A very learned and elaborate opinion, in which he quoted 
the opinions of some of the most eminent Jurists and ele- 
mentary writers on the meaning of the word thieves as ap- 
plied to policies of insurance. It was contended on the 
part of the defence that the words thieves in the policy, 
were to lie construed as synonymous with piratca and rob- 
bers, and applied only to robbery of the property by open 
force, and not to private theft, which waa a risk the Insur- 
ers did not take upon thcmselvca. The following is a brief 
outline of what the Chief Justice aaid on this part of the 
fobject. 

The question, on the evidence before us, is, can the plain- 
tifls recover compensation on account of losses from thieves 
or barratry. Was it a loss within the terms and spirit of 
the contract? The policy in express terms enumerates 
thieves as one of the perils which the Insurance Company 
must bear on the voyage. It appears to me that the word 
thieves cannot be considered as coming within the meaning 
of the terms, ^'perils of the sea." What then is the mean- 
ing of the word used in the policy } Did :he contracting 
party by mentioning thieves, make this an express ri«k 
against which the insured must be protected ? The Boston 
Insurers have used expressly the words "at^ai/inj' thieves," 
and that would exempt them from liability for secret theft, 
and their using that word would go to show tliat the word 
thieves, alone, in our policies, applied to private thefts. The 
words pirates and robbera cover every species of robbery by 
asssilance, whether on sea or land, and unless the word 
thieves has some other and distinct meaning, it would be a 
useless expletive, and might as well have been expunged 
from the clause. But the parties must be supposed to have 
had aome meaning in view when they made use of the 
term. Why was the word thieves used in the policy? 
Clearly to protect the assured against theft, eitlier by Uie 
crew or other persons having access to the vessel — This ribk 
is not covered by the words pirates or robben, and it is no 
answer to say that theft can be prevented by proper vigi- 
lance, for so also might barratry. The ahipper has aa much 
interest to protect himself from felony as from loss by the 
crew, and an indemnity, for loss by theft from an irrespon- 
aible master or other transient perMn connected with the 
vesael, would be as uncertain aa for barratry against the 
master, and calls on every prudent merchant to guard 
against it 



In the case of Sheridan agamst the Atlantic InaunoM 
Company, it was held that the insurerea were liaUe for apods 
which was put on board and stolen before the vessel aatled. 
lliis shows that the old rule of law is net adhered to in all 
esses. Acconling to the old rule, thefts must be mmmttmil 
by force, applied to the penons baviog charge of the pM- 
perty, and not to the property itself. It must be iMcm ap 
plied to the master or men, and a forcible robbery. If «• 
could depart from the ordinary rule in that case, why not 
do it in thiff, and substitute one mora reaaonabie and 
tent with the nature of the contract* 

It therefore seems to us that by giving these reaaoi 
just force, we are justified to consider this loss as coming 
within the risk of barratry, even if it was not covered fay 
the word thieves. We therefore otder judgment fat tte 
plaintiflk 

For the plaintifla, B. D. 8illiman and Wm. Kent For 
defendants, Beverly Kobinaon, and Geoige Grifien, 

David Maitland and othen vs. The Union Ii 
Company. Judgment for the plaintiffs^ to be adjnaled* 

■/bur. of C% 



Washington City, J). C— The Baltimore Clipper en- 
tains the following statistical information respecting the asal 
of the Federal Government : 

'* From a statement just publiahed, it appcan that the nam* 
ber of inhabitants of this city, at different periods, were aa 
follows : 

Year. White. Slaves. ' F. ColU TolaL 

In 1800 3,464 623 133 3,S10 

In 1803 3.412 717 323 4,353 

In 1807 4,198 094 500 6,693 

In 1810 6,^293 1,436 892 8,630 

In 1830 9,606 1,945 1,696 13*1247 

In 1830 13,379 3,319 3,139 18.837 

In 1 84 estimated, 34,500 

"The whole number of dwelling houses 3,954, of which 
1,804 are brick, and 3,160 are frame, and 423 boiklingafbr 
ahops, dec. besides public buildings making a total of about 
4,500. 

" In 1837, the astesson, under an act of corpontiaa» 
valued and made a return of the United States property aa 
follows : 

23,132,793 square feet, (exclusive of unsold building lot^) 
averaging less than 8 cents the foot, to f3, 153,806 

*" Public buildings 3,884»300 



Amounting to 



$6,978,006 



Flood in the Ohio. — The heavy rains above, for the week 
past, have raised the Ohio to a higher point than it haa reach- 
ed at this place since the great flood of February, 1833.*- 
At 13 o'clock this forenoon, it was within fifteen feet of the 
higheat point it then marked. The water is already from 
one to two feet deep in the cellar stores of Caasi]ly*a Row, 
fronting the river, east of Broadway ; and still deeper in the 
cellar atores on the river west of Main, but as the rise has 
been gradual, there will be but little loss, merchants baviog 
had sufiicient time to remove their goods. The clerk of the 
steamboat CoL Woods, v^hich arrived here this morning from 
Pittsburg, informs us that when he left, on Friday laat, at 1 1 
A. M. the river was fiiUing — ^at Wheeling on Saturday at 4 
P. M. it was at a stand. He passed the top of the liae at 
Guy andotie yesterday. The rains above, however, have been 
very heavy, and the Kanawha, Muakingum, Scioto, and Big 
Sandy were all pouring out rapidly. Few or none of the 
bottom landa above Maysville have been overflowed, though 
aOme damage may have been done to the grain crops thii 
side of the Big Sandy.— Cincinna^* Chronicle. 



We understand ibat the Governor has nominated Wil* 
Ham Kent, Esq. of New York, and the Hon. Gideon Lee, 
of Ontario, as Cooumsstonera under the Law to invealigftia 
the di ff erence s between the Landford and Tenants of te 
Manor of Rensselaerwyckr-^/tefiv Eve. Joitr, 
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Ne^nr York Railroads. 

A raport of the committfle on Railroads was lately pment- 
ed to th* AMembly of New York, containing the anawen 
of 11 Companiea, to a ciicular addressed to them by the 
Committee, as being information agreeably to the following 
resolution of the Legialatare. 

"That the standing committee on railroads be instructed 
to procuro, if practicable, and report to this House, the gross 
veceiptu, the last year, for travd and freight of the railroads 
in this State, now in operation, the expenses ordinary, the 
Bett profits, after deducting all oidinsry charges from such 
leceipts, the length of such roads and the time the same have 
been in operation." 

The facts contained in the answer of each company will 
be found below : 

Utica and Sehenectady Railroad Company, 

JRecdptt* 

The gross receipts of the rosd for the tran»- 
portalion of pasBengers for the year ending 
on the 31st of December 1839, were $376;S09 07 

The amount received for carrying the United 

States mail during the Mme period, was. . 18,t31 49 



Total amount of gross receipts for 1839 ... . f 393,640 56 
The company are not allowed by law to cany 
fineight other than the United States mail 

Expenditureit 

Ordinaiy expenditures on ao- 

eount of the road for same 

year 1839, wera $138,617 16 

Deduct for expenses during the 

nme period considered as ex- 
traordinary, being mostly for 

re-construction of the road at 

Little Falls, and other places ' 

where the firrt construction 

proved insufficient, 6lc .... 41,204 84 

Balance being an excess of receipts over ex* 

penditures for 1839 $333,719 97 

The above balance has enabled the company 
to make during the last year two semi-annual 
dividends of 6 per cent each on the capital 
itodi amounting together to • $300,000 00 

Leaving a balance of. $33,719 07 

N. B. — ^Ilie extraordinary expenditures for the present 
year for re-constructing the road m the city of Schenectady, 
made necessary by the enlargement of the Erie canal, wilt 
probably exceed $30,000, making with other expenditures of 
a similar character, an amount equal to the extraordinary ex« 
penditures of last year. 

The length of the Utica and Schenectady Railroad ia 
seventy-eight miles. The road hat been in operation since 
the 3d day of August 1836, 

Budton and Berkthirt Railroad Company, 

During the last year the Hudson and Berkshire RaibtMd 
was in operation only 187 days for passengers and freight; 
(the road being incomplete ;} that the gross reoeipta for that 

time were $36,464 98 

The ocdioaiy expenses of operation, dtc 16,136 66 

Extraordlnaiy expenses about $8,000. 

The nett profita after deducting all ordinaiy 

charges firom such receipts, 81,839 33 

This road ia 89 miles in length, and when complele, will 
to34mile8L 

When complete, the rosd will cost tbont $636,000, cm> 
bmemg all the fixtures and outfit 

The road was in partial operation in the fall of 1888, and 
WM uasd 187 days m 1889. 

It ia proper here to remark that (he amoont ebore stated 



as extraordinary expenses is purely such, and nearly all that 
sum should go to the account of construction, as it was oe« 
casioned mainly by leaving work unfinished for want of 
funds. 

It is proper also to remark that the travel on this road in 
the winter will not require us to keep in operation during 
that season, until the great Boston rood is finished, and we 
shall save the heavy expense of winter running. 

•Syraeute and Utica Railroad Company, 

March 16,1840. 

• 

This road was put under contract in the winter and spring 
of 1838 ; the principal part of the main line on the first of 
May of that year. It was completed on the first of July of 
1839, and on the third of that month the regular business of 
the road commenced. 

The road is 53 miles long. A statement has recently been 
made up to the let of January la^t, showing Uie receipta and 
expend Kures during the preceding six months, a copy of 
which I enclose you. 

It is proper to remark that the next six months, (embracing 
the winter months,) will not preseat an equally favorable re- 
port 

StaiemaU relative to the Syraeute and Utica Railroad, 

January 1, 1840. 
Coot or Capital Outlay. 
For land and damages, $71,346 43 

Gradinj^, 

Forfences, $33,433 79 

For excavation, embankment, 

grubbing, dec 314,013 49 

For bridges, including masonry, . . 86,107 89 

833,663 67 

Superotructure, 

For pine rails and hemlock sills,. . $74,657 t>7 

For cedar and other ties, and tree- 
naUs, 86,867 11 

For rail plate iron, spikes, knees, 
brsnehes, dec. including $14^ 
668 39 freight of iron from New 
York to different places on the 
canal, opposite road, 194,661 13 

For labor on superstructure, includ- 
ing distribution of materials,. . . 63,647 88 

For piles, including transportation 
and preparing do. 37,319 46 

For driving piles^ including cost of 
4machines, 34,63176 

For white ode and yellow pine 
ribbons, 10;387 63 



For building; coach, engine, wood 
and water houses, dec 

For 18 freight cars, 

For engine and shop tools, and fix- 
tures, including snow plough and 
pilots, 

For engineering, including prelimi- 
nary kurveys, • 

Incidental, 

Miscellaneous disbursementa by 
commissioner during the con- 
struction of the roaJ, and by 
superintendent $3^,633 51 

MiBoellaneoas disbursementa by 
treasurer; rents, printing sala- 
rie^d^ 14,346 44 



4X1,761 03 

80,444 66 
4,970 03 



1,350 50 
36,394 88 



36,868 96 



TMleoat,. $914,389 43 

In the above is included ttook and matgaials now on hand 
and snbiect to future use in repsiiing the roed, of th« vahi* 
of $80,600. 
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jyumber ofpanen^ert tratuported from the openings of the 
road, July 3, 1839, ufiiil January 1, Z840. 

From Syracuse, through, 23,386 

** way, 6,0r6l 

DeWitt. 66 

Manlins, 1,393 

Kirkvilte 502 j 

Bolivar. f H 

ChiUenango l,Q75i 

Canasara^, 499^ 

Canastolo, 1,799^ 

Warapsvillc, 705 

Oneida, 2,154^ 

Vrtiona, 1,089 

Green*8 CornerB, 355} 

Rome, 6.460 

Ortakany, 1 ,330 

Whitesboro', 2,051 

Utica way,.. 9,375 

« through, 26,097 



« 
a 
u 
u 

u 
u 
u 

u 
u 

m 
u 

M 
M 
M 
«• 

« 



lit of JanuaiT,-1840. During the §&n pait of dM 

the transportation was done by animal power, and in the 

latter part by locomotive. 

4th. Amount of transportation from April, 1939, to lit 
January, 1840, was a little o^ex 14,000 tons; 

groes receipts for same, ^?0.577 11 

Ordinary expenses on same, 11,317 43 



Amount of travel upon road about 4,000 pas- 
sengers: Gross receipts for same, $3,666 98 
Current expenses on travel,. ...... 2,280 23 



^ 9;^9 70 



1^86 7$ 



Total number, 82,536 

The locomotive engines, with businefla trains, have tm- 
velled S5,139 miles. 

« Beceiptt/rom July 3, 1839, to January 1, 1840. 

From 48,483, through, and 34,053 way pas- 

•engerm $121,973 66 

Transportation of freight, 850 00 

Amount due for carrying U. 8. mail, as per 
contract, 2,801 08 



Total amount of receipts, • $125,623 63 



JSxpended on ne€ount of tran^portaiion from July 3, to 

January 1, 1840. 

For aupertntendtng« collecting and deik hire, . • $2,177 S8 
For services of baggage, brakemen, station and 

C. H. attendanis, 2,304 85 

For servicea of locomotive engineers and firemen, 3,089 65 

For fuel for IoconK>tive engines^ • ' 10^25 93 

For oil for « •* and Utica depot, 454 22 

For repairs and alterations of engines, 2,3(8 96 

For «• «< coaches, and oil fordo. 1,307 69 

For taxes assessed on road 1,777 61 

For incidental transportation, 1,973 87 

For cattle killed on road, 372 00 

For repairs of roadway, including watchmg tnck, 

clearing away snow, and miscellaneous work 

_onro*J 7,037 09 

For stock on hand for repairs and fixtures, .... 426 09 
For two-fifUia repairs and alterations of depot 

at Utica, as per contract, 243 32 

For two-fifths of interest on cost of Utica depot, 

•ixmonths, 764 55 



Nett earnings for 8} months, $10,646 45 

5th. Extraordinary expenses in preparing 
road for change from animal to locomotive 
power, $1^9 99 

6th. In addition to the above, there has been a Tery 
siderable amount of transportation done on the road, of wl 
the company has no accurate account, the road beiD^ a fiee 
road and no tolls having been collected for aeveiml monlha in 
the year. 

Tonawanda Mailroad Company* 

Rochester, March 25, 1840. 

The Income, over and above expenses, was, in the year 
1839, over $26,000. 

A report was made for two years, viz. lor 1837 and 1838^ 
which was as follows : 

Beceiptofor the two yearo. 

Passengers, $51,795 03 

Freight, 32;r91 59 

$83,986 61 
Expenses during same time, • • •• 40,948 72 

Profits for two years, 1837 and 1838, $43,937 89 

Profits for 1839, over, 26,000 00 



Total profit for three years, $69,037 89 

equal to $23,0l0 per annum. 

To show the separate profits for 1838, we have a privite 
statement for a part of the time, which is as follows, viz : 

From May 5, 1838, to Dec 5, 1838 ; 

Receipts, passengers, $18,811 64 

freight, 16,.'}84 45 

mail,.^. 1,664 43 



$36,660 42 
Expenses,.. 16,821 91 



Total expenditures, ^ $34,768 1 1 



JVsle. — ^The payments on transportation account in Do- 
oember, are mora than the monthly average, from the fact 

that m this month's disbursements are included the semi- ;. «,iiuw* *« „.« »k« ;«»««^ „„«« ^. 
«na.l exp««. « Udc. ^ ne„.y .U the .axe.forU.e ."•^'"^irrfekS'CSfr" '^ 



Profits for that tinKS $20,038 60 



This, however, only shows the statement for a part of the 
year 1838, and is included in the above general statement 
I only present these facts to diow that our steady Incoma 

loan whieh the 



lihaca and Owe^o S, Ji. Company, 

Ithaca, March 16th, 1840. 

1st That the Ithaca and Owego railroad is 28 7r5-1000ths 
miles in length. 

2d. It has been partially in operation, for transporUtion by 
aamial power, from the 1st of April, 1834, to the Ist Janua- 
ry, 1839, during which time the road was in an unfinished 
state. A single track of the road was completed in the last 
part of the year 1833. 

3d. The transportation and travel commenced, for the last 
year, in the month of April, and continued until about tha 



Long- Itlqnd Railroad Company. 

Upwards of seven hundred thousand'* dollars have 
expended on this road, including the grading, in part, of 
about 20 miles more, not yet us^, and also including tka 
expense of surveys of the whole route. 

Statement of the lAmg Island Railroad Co. 

Receipts — ^Total earnings of road from Janoaiy 

1839, to Jan. 1840, ...$56,482 50 

Viz :— Fares, $42,872 69 

Freights, 14,109 83 
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K^umber of paMengen tnnsported over the road 

for the same period, ,.100,121 

Viz :~R^gotar trains, 98,151 
Bedford omnibus, 2»000 

— ^— •"-" 
Expenditorea during the same period, per leger, $46,408 62 

Viz :~General expenses, $2 1 ,468 2 J 

Intereslacc 1.714 23 

AVages and salaries, 16,602 71 

Timl>eracc, 1«9 45 

Fuclace 4,082 97 

Horses ace, 275 00 

Feedacc 2,076 03 



Disbursements for int on bonds 
and otlier (fisbunemcDts, 1 2,8 11 46 



Dividends 5} percent.^. 



197,262 03 
55,000 00 



Extraordinaiy expenses,. 



$46,408 62 
. 4,318 66 



$50,727 28 



$152,252 93 



Commenced running as far aa Jamaica, April 26, 1836. 
do do to Hicksville, March 1837. 

I^ength, from Brooklyn to Jamaica, Hj miles. 

from Jamaica to Hicksville, the present 
termination of the road, 15} 

Distance from Brooklyn to Hicksville, 27 

A branch railroad to Hempstead, a distance of three miles, 
is in operation, connecting the Long Island railroad, at Havi- 
land, a distance of 22 milea from Brooklyn. 

Jiubum and Syractue Railroad Company^ 

I have the honor to state in regard to the Auburn and 

Syracuse railroad, 

let.' That it commenced operstions v«rith steam 
povreron the 6th day of June, 1839; and 
that the gross receipts and earnings from travel 
freight and the United States' piail, from the 
6th June, 1839, to Jan. 1, 184y, were about, $43,400 00 

2d. The ezpenres ordinary and extraordinary 
from June 6, 1839, to January 1, 1840, (in- 
cluding on the cost of keeping the road in 
repair and running the same, and not cm- 
bracing outfit paid for, or the cost of that part 
of the construction of the road progressing 
during the time above limited,) virere about 
$2,500 per mo. for seven mo., 17,500 00 

Nctt profits on above, $25,900 00 

3d. The road is 26} milea in length, and haa 
been in operation with steam power since June 
6, 1839. ,The iron rails were not completely 
laid down until June 1, 1839. The capital 
stock of the company is $ 4 00,000 00 

This State loaned its credit to this company to the amount 
of $2(»0,000. The interest upon this sum is payable by the 
company quarter-yearly, and is not included in the expenses, 
ordinary or extraordinary, above stated. 

Budton and Mohawk Bailroad Company. 

Capital $1,000,000. 

The Mohawk and Hudson Railroad Company commenced 
canying passengers in the year 1832. 
Gross receipu for passengers in 

3839,..:. $116,664 26 

do freight do 25,879 19 

$142,54145 

For transportation U. 8. mail, and from other 
sources, 12,990 07 



Surplus Ist January, 1 840, $3,278 69 

Length of road is 16 miles. 

Lockport and J^ agar a FatU Railroad Company* 

The total receipts of the Lockport and Niagara 
Falls Railroad Company for transportation 
of passengers and property, in the year 1839 
were , ;•••.•• ^^»W® 01 

The total expenses during the same period, in- 
cluding road repairs, and an expenditure of 
over $2,500 in repairing and improving lo- 
comotives, 18,41 1 73 

Nett profits, after deducting all expenses,. . . . $7,176 29 

Being equal to about 4 per cent on the capital atock of 
$175,000. 

This railroad was completed in the summer of 1837, and 
has been in regular operation since that time. 

The length of the road is 24i miles. 

Bvffalo and Niagara Falls Railroad Company. 

This road is twenty-two miles in length, and went into 
operation in tlie spring of 1837. 

The gross receipts for one year ending on the first day of 
January last, i^rere $33,190 10. 

The expenses for same time were about seventeen thou- 
sand dollars, <$17,000) of which about two thousand were 
extraordinaiy, in such repaira as have not annually to be 
made. 

JWw York and Rarlem Railroad Company. 

Receipta for the year ending Dec. 31, 1839,. . $99,784 28 

No freight 

Expenses ordinary, $86,968 

Extraordinary, being interest on the 

Company's debt of $250,000, 1 7,600 

— 104,468 00 

Length of road 8 miles. 

Time it has been in oper9tion, 7 years. 

Commerce tf the ZaJbes.— The Dunkirk Beacon states, 
that the commerce 6f our inland seas has increased for th^ 
last few years in a ratio hardly to be credited, ^e tbnnagft 
on the Lakes, at this time, is estimated to be equal to an a|^ 
gregate of thirty-five thousand three hundred and thirteen 
tons; the amdunt of' capital vested in steamboata and vesaeb 
ie computed at tW5 million three hundred thousand dollars. 
This estimate doea li'ot include any British vessels, nor thto 
American vessels on Lake Ontario, aa the measn of proeu^ 
ing statistics in reference to them were not at hand. 



Disbuiaements for tzanaportatmn 

of paaseogeiB, $59,019 38 

for freight, 25,422 09 



$155,53^f 52 



Sulphur Shower. — The following is from the St Louis 
New Eia of the 29th of April : 

A correspondent calls our attention to a singular faet at- 
tending the heavy rain on Saturday last. A yellow substance, 
resembling sulphur, fell during the rain, and was to be found 
in considerable quantities upon the surface of the water in 
cisterns next morning. The writer thinks it may be of in- 
terest to the philosophical, especially to the supporters of Pro- 
fessor Erpy's doctrine. Tliis substance may yet be found 
upon the water in some of the cisterns. 

The appearance noticed above is very common after bea^ 
showers at this season of the year ; and we believe the yd- 
low substance ia thought to be the polen of plants, rather 
than the sulphur of thunderbolts. — U, S, Gaxette, 
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OiAi 



coimasRCi: of termoivt From nn to isbs. 



Yean. 



i 



1791 

1792 

17 

17 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1806 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 



EXPORTS. 



Bomesdc 



89,510 
135,930 
101,997 

91,732 
148,469 

83,103 
125,881 
406,138 
538,306 
131,403 



161,002 
892,594 
913,201 
240,069 
585,596 
395369 
263,330 
249,216 
236,140 
208,25S 
396,166 
884,202 
1,259,441 
239,610 
808,079 
658,256 
925,127 
349,820 
877,399 
334,372 
828,151 
188,165 
138,693 
132,650 



Foreign. 



27,940 
55.795 
67,405 
102,043 
55,816 
25,669 
49,901 
26,493 
32,798 
7,244 



8,478 



• • •  • 



Total 



20,480 




57,041 




57,267 




31,479 




117,450 




191,725 




169,402 




193,775 




204,285 




108,772 




176,782 




432,631 




571,104 




138,647 




1 6*1,663 




892,594 




913.201 




240,069 




585,596 




4196,869 




263,330 


15,987 


257,694 


60,897 


236,140 


62,242 


208,258 


161,854 


396,166 


109,021 


884,202 


228,650 


1,259,441 


144,078 


239,610 


177,539 


808,079 


205,392 


658,256 


140,059 


925,127 


166,206 


349,820 


314,672 


377,399 


523,260 


334.372 


322,806 


328,151 


217353 


188.165 


456,846 


138,693 


842,449 


1^,650 


258,417 



Impoita. 



DatSes on 
foreign mer- 
cbandiae im- 
ported. 



1,039 

586 

1,959 

1,226 

2,081 

1,251 

2,438 

4,432 

3,644 

2,151 

1,463 

2,892 

2,752 

2,415 

2,599 

2,198 

1,082 

12,939 

11,2U 

7,664 

114355 

1,403 

106,315 

233,865 

18371 

26,867 

11,030 

13,754 

16,188 

8,757 

8,960 

10,776 

7,745 

6,713 

3,141 

3«479 

9,029 

7349 

7,654 

10346 

7,406 

8316 

4,042 

10,196 

16,694 



1 



tonnage. 



• • a a 



• • • • 

• • • • 

1B7 
179 



223 
301 
301 
301 
301 
476 
494 
661 
661 



. • • 

 • a 



1374 



1332 

4 . a • 

877 



• a 

• a 

• a 



a • • • 



Awflil Tmrnado-— Iffatdiex Dettrojed. 

We are indebted to the eqilain of steamer ViclulniT]g for 
die following melancfaoly intdligenoe of the destraction of 
Natdiei: 

Hm devoted dty of Natches waa visited with one of the 
BMMl awful and djaneising cakmitiea which it has been our 
frte to witneaa. On Wednesday about 2 o*dod[, P. M. »daik 
dood made ita appearance in the aoothwest, preceded by a 
lood and continued roaring of the winds; aa it came on swift^ 
and with the qieed of die wind, it wo met bj another, wfai^ 
was wafted from directly the oppoaite point of the c ouip a a^ 
A deaoiption of the saUiine spectacle which ensued is be- 
yond the power of language to convey. Attfaamofloentoftlie 
eoneoasion large masses of seeming white spay wera pradpi- 
teted to the eardi, followed I7 a nwring of the wind 
Edoa waa than guiding and directing the 



were diamantled of thdr rao& and than almoat iaunediatei^r 
lerelled to die eardh The air waa filled wjdi faricha and iaiga 

pieces of timber, and even laige oz carte were upiiflod wm 
thrown hundreds of yards from their original p UM t iu n . 

About aizty flatboate lying in port were driven fiom fha 
shore and aunk. The feny boat plymg between Nsite 
and the oppoaite Aon, was cspsised and aonk, and ciciy 
one on board ia supposed to have perished. Urn stesasbsii 
Hmds waa capnaed and sunk— crew all lost The steaaas 
Prairie had her cabin mtirdy taken off; aew needy all lait 
The two hotels in the dtf were shook, one pdidaDy, dte odKT 
entirely to the groonda Almost every hoosa waa aaore or 
lem injoieda It is hnposnble to taH how nwny wve UW, 
as the streete were filled vrith lane pQes of tinifacr,nnden«g 
than imnaanlih, and die wodLOfuitneating die bodiea ham 
diefoOan hoosea wm not oompteted when theVkksbiBg 
left; soawfifiMnortwRrtybodteshadbeaifoaBd. Itwaa 
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dUBcult U> find a laadging, m entf home under the 
Hill, except five or mx, was blown down, end the ri^er filled 
with floating fragments of bouses and lioats. 

The tornado in leaving Natchez, followed the cottfM of 
the river about 8 miles down the cosst The oourt-bouse 
in Vidatia was levelled to the ground end the pariih judge 
killed. The trees on the opposite side of the river, as well 
•• thote of Natchez bland were all torn up by the roots or 
deprived of their branches. The damage done to the crops 
neas very severe; lome plantations were deprived of all their 
fences and otheis had evexy cabin taken away by the stonn. 

[AT. O, Bte, 



Vrarjr lAWfi-^-Sllki. 

By the British Queen we have received another letter firom 

en American merchant residing in London, from which the 

following extracts are made. It is dated 28th April-— 

** There is one thing I wish particularly the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania to take Uie lead in, it is to modify the Usuiy 
Laws as Parliament has done, and thus make money abund- 
nnt comparatively speaking. The British nation tried a 
modeiate modification (that is as regards bills of exchange 
having only 120 days to run) for three years and finding it at- 
tended with so much advantage to the whole community, 
they have abolished the Usury Laws altogether, except ao 
UiX as relates to mortagages and bills of excbsnge and notes 
of hand having more than 12 months to run. And now a 
capitalist csn (with these two restrictions) tell hit nitney for 
whstever he can sgree for, in the lame manner as the Penn- 
sylvania former can aell his wheat at whatever price he 
pleases, but not so with the Philadelphia capitalitt— -he can 
only sell his money legally at 6 per cent, per annum, snd 
the consequence is, ss experience snows that the Philadelphia 
capitalist evades the law, which never has been and never 
can be enforced, and makes the poor borrower pay from 10 
to 36 per cent per annum for bis money — whereas, if our 
laws were the same as the English, the borrower would never 
be compelled to pay higher than from 6 to 1 6 or 18 per cent 

EST annum, in consequence of the competition among the 
nders of money. I know there is no early prospect of the 
Usury Laws being modified in our State, but I am sure they 
will be so in the course of time, when intelligence ahall be 
more abundantly spresd amongst our people. 

** There is a national measure of much importance, I should 
like our Congrese to adopt It is to levy a duty of 20 per 
cent on silk manufactures, which would have the effect of 
promoting the growth of silk in the United States, whose soil 
and climate are particulariy adapted for it, and would prevent 
Che immense annual import (26 millions of dollars) of this 
foreign article into our countiy. It certainly is most un- 
reasonable that our Government should allow France and 
England to send their silk goods to the United States firee of 
duty, whilst these two Governments charge our two important 
staples, tobaoeo and flour with almost prohibitory duties. 
England charges 1200 per cent ad valorem duty on tobacco, 
and will not ^ow our bread stufis to come in except when 
her population is neariy starving. This absence of reciprocity 
ought not to be allowed. 

** Money is cheap and abundant and discounts have been 
had to day at 3^ per cent per annum." 

We have also received a file of Bankers Cixcolar down to 

the 28th — ^fiom which we give the closing paiagiaph of an 

article on the Cora Trade and some remaiks on money mat* 

ters, dx. 

"At present we expect that the quantity of American flour 
taken or to be taken out of bond at Liverpool, and the par- 
tial liberation of foreign wheat at that and other ports, will 
have a depressing efiect on prices generally, but not sufii- 
eient to lower them suddenly and materially below their 
present level for about two months. All wiU then depend 
on the quantity of foreign wheat which has been thrown 
into the EngUA mariiets, and the promise of abundance or 
deficency afibrded by the growing crops. Without antici- 
pating so laige a foreign supply as sa or seven milUona 



steriing fai value would describe, if our more moderate esti- 
mate of about one million of quarters, or above £2,500,000 
should be realized, the efTuct of such an inpouring would be 
sensibly felt in our msrkets until the month of July. On 
the whole, therefore, we congratulate the public on aeeing 
the causes of gloomy forebodings from scsrcity and high 
prices gradually dissipated by the cxtrsordinary energy and - 
perseverance of Britistt farmers, and the genial weather with 
which it has pleased Providence to bless us. 

** We are^ Sirs, obediently, 

"H. B. &Co.'» 

" If we are right in the view taken in the foregoing aiticia 
concerning com, one element of uneasiness and disturbance 
in banking and money afTairs may be regarded as neutraU 
ized, and for a time satisfactorily settled. Whatever amount 
of British capital may have been required for purchases of 
foreign corn, during the last three or four months, has been 
expended during that period. No additional sum can, we 
conclude, under present circumstances, be required in that 
channel of trade, as far as Europe is concerned ; and we 
care not how much flour the Americans may think proper to 
put into our ports. The Directors of the Bank of England 
will not feel much anxiety at any imports of this discription 
from the United Ststes ; they would assist the payments of the 
dividends on their stocks, a large amount of which will fall 
due in July next It is worthy of notice that almoet all the 
corn, and especially wheat which has recently been sent to 
England' and is now arriving from the continent, is on con- 
signment. In the present state of the grain markets, and 
the existing position of the Com Law question, our mer- 
chants will not make large advances on such consignments; 
and we should not be surprised to wiincss some of the mora 
recent arrivals of wheat sent to France, instead of being 
warehoused for an indefinite period in England. 

** It does sppear to us not sitogether unreasonable to 
expect that some more speedy relief msy come to the Bank 
of England from the operations of the Corn Trade than 
would now be in store for them, if the purchases of our 
merchsnts at the northern ports had been less extensive, be> 
cauae from intelligence which we obtained at Hull of the 
impossibility of getting an adequate supply of shipping to 
convey com from Hamburgh to France, and the high prices 
prevailing on the Continent, we should think part of the 
stock of grain held abroad by British capitalists will be re« 
sold, and conveyed by our abips, or those of Sweden and 
Denmark, to France. We are under no alaim for the effect 
of any such contemplated demand on the prices of grain in 
England ; at the most it would only check a decline, which 
might otherwise be more sudden and decided than we have 
imagined to be probable in the foregoing observationa. If 
instead of a million of quartera, as we have supposed not 
altogether improbable, there ahould be only one half of that 
quantity taken out of bond between March and July, that 
diminution in the supposed influx would mske a great di^ 
fercnce on prices. Advices have been received to^ay of the 
Amsterdam com markot being nearly cleared out for Francai 
the quantity purchased, however, we believe was tmder 
20,000 quarters. 

" We have made inquiry respecting the posture of aflairi 
between the Government of the United State and our own 
concerning the boundary disputes, and we are glad to find 
that those who know the most have less anxiety coneeraing 
the issus thsn the public generally. Letters have been re- 
ceived from eminent public men in America which represent 
the authorities of the State of Maine as being very desixons 
of leaving the whole question to be adjusted by the Execn- 
tive Government of the United States, And those beat 
informed on the subject are of opinion that some thbd 
power or powers will be selected by the two disputing 
govemmenta, who will have to pronounce a final decision 
which shall be binding on both, the evil in the case of the 
King of Holland's award was that he had no power to make 
such an award as he did; this evil will be prevented in the 
ease of anj future arbitration, by giving abednte power 
to the ra&ree to settle the whole question on joat and 
equitable principles. 
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''One of the leading Bill-broken hM lowered the rate oi 
deposit-money to three-and-a-half per cent. ; another, of 
larger businem, declines at present to alter the rate from 
four per cent., but will not lake in from fiesh cutttomera at 
that rate, although they continue to give out good guaran- 
teed bills at four per cent. I'he discount market is fully 
supplied with money, and good bills are scarce. 
*' Exchange on Paris— S dnys, 25.25 a 25.30. 

3 months, 25 52^ a 25.55. 
New York, 107^ a 109^. 
Philadelphia, nothing done. 

" Price of Gold in bars is £3 : 17: 9 per ounce. 

Silver in ban, 5«. OJJ. per ounce." 



Corporal ioBs in Illatsachiuetff. 

It pleaded one of the members of the last Legislature, to 
procure an order of the House, requesting the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth to report a list of the seveml classes of 
corporations created in the state since April 1, 1835, and a 
statement of the whole amount of property, real and person- 
al, vested in corporations since the adoption of the constitu- 
tion. The duty has been executed by the Secretary with 
his accustomed fidelity. Availing himself of such means as 
were witliin his power, he has formed an accurate list of the 
charters granted since the period^ indicated by the order. It 
was obviously impossible fur any officer to determine the 
amount of property investetl in corporations duiing a period 
of sixty years. For to banks and insurance companies only, 
is a definite amount of capital prescribed : for most other 
classes of corporations, no actual amount of estate is estab- 
lished, but provision is made that they shall not hold more 
than a certain amount The examination of the statutes 
may show the numlter of acts which have been passed, but it 
could not indicate how many had failed to go into operation, 
how many companies had failed to avail themselvea to the 
full eitent of their privileges, nor how many had been aban- 
doned and dissolved. 

The following is an abstract of the Secretaiy'a report of 
the different classes of new corporations established from 
April 1, 1835, to March 1, 1840, and of those old ones, em- 
powered by additional acts, to increase their capital stock. 

Corporationa. No. ofActiu Nominal Capital 

Manufacturing CoV 1 65 $25,599,000 

Banking Institutions, 60 11,470,000 

Savings Institutions,. ..... 4 

Insurance Companies, 54 2J90,000 

Railroad Companies, 2r 9,775,000 

Bridge Corporations 6 97,C00 

Beligious, o8 ) 

Literary, 26^ 1.941,664 

Charitable, 93 

Miscellaneous, 01 9,040,133 

It will be obaenred that the abofve taUe expresses the num- 
ber of acts which have been passed by the legislature relating 
to eorporstiona within the period, many of them being for 
the enlirgement of the stock of institutions already existing. 

The Secretary states the whole number of corporationa 
created by law within the stale, since the adoption of the 
conatitotion of 1780, with the amount of property, real and 
personal, which they hiTe been authoriied to hold, aa fol- 
lows: 

Nominal Capital. 

Banka, 187 $ 57;}30,OOCl 

Inaaiaaoe 17t . 24,375,000 

Manufacturing, 566 104,841,993 

Baihoada, 46 24,665,000 

Religioua, Lit and Charitable. 784 4,924,264 

All other corporations, 501 22,002,966 

2254 ^88,139,222 

It would be pleasant to believe that there was so much 
eapital which had been, heretofore, or is now employed in 
Ikdiilating the operations of btisiness, 'promoling improve- 



to 
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ments, or eheridiing the religioas, fiterary, and charil^ile 
institntiona. But unfortunately tiiere has been no such 
plus of wealth aa is repreaenled by the figuiea to derote 
such oljects. 

The notes of the Secretary furnish some examples of 
.erroneous deductions which might be drawn lirom the 
gates as they are given. 

The present amount of bank capital ia $31^5,600, 
has nevjpT exceeded $39,( 00,000 at any one time. The 
surance companies have been required to make aDnuai 
turns, and the amount of the capital of those known to 
in operation, is $7,965,(>00. The number of railroad 
panics which have availed themselves of their charters 
fourteen, and the amount of their capital is snppoeed to 
leaa than one-half of the sum specified in the schedule. 



be 



Rope nafciiig la lllinolf. 

We were not aware until recently that ropes wtn any 
where made in Northern Illinois, but supposed we were d^ 
pendent upon the towns on the Ohio for cordage of all kindsi 
We are now advised to the contrary. Mr. Robert licigh, 
who resides in the southern part of Knox county, (section 
25.9 north, 1 east,) has embaiked in the business^ and has 
already supplied, to some extent, the counties around him 
with this useful article. 

Mr. L. came from near Galliopolis, Ohio, three years agoi, 
and settled upon the qusrter section he now occnpicB. He 
last season put five acres in hemp, which turned out fOO Ihs. 
to the acre. This is 25 per cent more thsn he everolrtained 
in Ohio, the yield there generally being 600 Ibe. Our cli- 
male Mr. L. thinks decidedly more congenial to the growth 
of this plant. The stalk does not grow so high, but the lint 
is at least one-third better. Our latitude is nesiriy two de- 
grees further north. 

Mr. L. commenced manufacturing this spring, in the ofcn 
air, not having been sble to build a covered rope walk, from 
the difficulty of procuring lumber. This he expects to errct 
next fall, and hereafter to enter more largely into the busi- 
ness. He will make any kind of cordage except large cable, 
and this only because there is no demand for it. His force 
so far has been three hands only, who are engaged in raising 
the hemp as well as breaking it and makmg it into ropea. 

He brought into town last week about 70 dollars worth 
of rope, which he aold at the Ohio price, exchanging the 
greater portion for store goods. This 70 dollars is so much 
clear gain to our Military Tract, and contributes a litth 
more towards our state independence. If we can gA half a 
dozen more such establishments in a year or two, we ehsll 
be, in cordage as well as in brooms, no longer tiibutaiy to 
the east — A^orth* Wettem Gazetteer. 



River Navigation, — ^Yesterday aflemoon wepaasedan 
hour or two sauntering among the steamboats at the qnay.*- 

j It was a very animating spectacle to see the rufhing current 
of the now broad Ohio - filling the channel to ita banks — the 

I quay crowded with large steamboata^great quantities of pro- 
duce crowding the landing — persons of all descriptions run- 

' ning to and fro, whilst the deep green of the hills aioundL 
and the uncommonly clear state of the atmosphere, gave r^ 
lief to ail objects. 

We found among other boats the '* Queen of the West,* 
preparing for her sixth trip this spring for New Orleansi 
She is literally a floating palace. Her trip from Cincinnati 
to New Orleans and back, with all the time required for bo* 
ainess, occupies] but 16 days. 

Among the commercial facta worthy of notice, (though 
not Teiy important) is this, that she took on each of the last 
trips 200 bainels of egge for the New Orleans market At 
this rate one would think we should have few left 

The iron boat '* Valley Forge," came down last night, and 
continues to attract notice. 

^ The river has been very high, but is now subsiding.— 
Navigation will probably continue good doring most of the 
tammer.— Cfnc/miofi Dailjf Chr^m'cfe, 
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IIATCUCZ. 

FaiDAT Etxvixo, May 8 — 6 o'clock. 

DreadfQl Vitltatlon of Provlil«nee. 

About one o'clock on Thursday, the 7th inst. the attention 
of the citizens of Natchez was attracted by an unusual and 
continuous roaring of thunder to the southward, at which 
point hung masses of black clouds, some of them stationary, 
and others whirling along with under currents, but all driving 
a little east of north. As there was evidently much lightning 
the continual roar of growling thunder, although noticed and 
spoken of by many, created no particular alarm. 

The dinner bells in the large hotels had rung a little before 
two o'clock, and most of our dtizcna were sitting at their 
tables, when, suddenly, the atmosphere was darkened, so as 
to require the lighting of candles ; and, in a few moments 
afterwards, the rain was precipitated in tremendous cataracts 
rather than in drops. In another moment the tornado, in 
all its wrath, was upon us. The strongest buildings shook 
as if tossed with an earthquake ; the air was black with 
whirling e'Sdiea of house walls, roo&, chimneys, huge timbers 
torn from distant ruins, all shot through the air as if thrown 
from a mighty catapult. The atmosphere soon became 
lighter, and then such an awful scene of ruin as perhaps 
sever before met the eye of man became manifest. The 
greater part of the ruin was effected in the short space of 
from three to five minutes, although the heavy sweeping tor- 
nado lasted nearly half an hour. For about five minutes it 
was more like the explosive force of gunpowder than any 
thing else it could have been compar«J* to. Hundreds of 
rooms were burst open as suddenly as if barrels of gunpow- 
der bad been ignited in each. 

As far as glasses or the naked eye can reach, the first trices 
of the tornado are to be seen from the Natchez bluff down 
the river about ten miles, bearing considerably west of south. 
Sweeping across the Natchez Island it crossed the point be- 
low the plantation of David Barland, Esq., opposite to the 
plantations of P. M. Lapice, Esq., in the Parish of (/oncor^ 
dia. It then struck the Natchez bluff about a mile and a 
half below the city, near the mansion called the ** Briers," 
which it but slightly injured, bat swept the mansion late of 
Charles B. Greene, E^., called the " IJellevue," and the an- 
cient forest in which it was embosomeil, into a mass of ruins. 

It then struck the city through its whole width of one mile 
and included the entire river and the village of Vidalia on 
the Louisiana shore — making the path of the tornado more 
than two miles in width. At the Natchez Landing on the 
river, the rain of dwellings, stores, steamboats, fiat boats, was 
almost entire firom the Vidalia ferry to the Mississippi Cotton 
Press. A few torn fragments of dwellings still remain, but 
they can scarcely be called shelters. 

In the upper city, or Natchez on the hill, scarcely a house 
eMaped damage or utter ruin. The Presbyterian and Meth- 
odist churches have their towers thrown down, their roofs- 
broken, and walls shattered. The Episcopal church is much 
injuivd in its roof. Parker's great Southern Exchange is 
lavel with the dust Great damage has been done to the 
Citv Hotel and the Mansion House, both being unroofed, 
and the upper stories broken in. The house of Sheriff Izod 
has not a timber standing, and hundreds of otiier dwellings 
are nearly in the same situation. The Court House at Vi- 
dalia, Ptfish of Coneordia, is utterly torn down, also the 
Vol. 1I.t^43 



dwelling houses of Dr. M'Whorterand of Dunlapand Stacy 
Esqs. The parish jail is partly torn down. 

But now the worst remains to be told. Parish Judge 
Kocton, of Concordia was instantly killed while at dinner at 
the house of Mr. Stacy. He was a noble and esteemed man. 
No other person was killed in Vid^a although some others 
were hurt. At the Natches I^anding, out of fifty or sixty 
flat boats only six are now afloat. Those best acquainted 
suppose as many as one hundred flat boat men were drowned 
in the river, whi<^ swelled instantly to the height of six or 
eight feet. 

The steamboats Hinds, Prairie and the St Lawrence were 
destroyed and sunk at the Landing, and the Vidalia feriy 
boat on the river — more or less persons being lost in the two 
first named boats. 

From the ruins of the Steamboat Hotel, Mr. Alexander 
the landlord, his lady and bar keeper, were dug out alive, as 
also Timothy Flint the historian ajul geographer, and his son, 
from Natchitoches, La., besides Dr.Taliafero and many others, 
Mrs. Alexander is considered dangerously injured. Two of 
her children were killed in her arms. As many as nine dead 
btnlies have been dug from tho Steamboat Hotel. 

The number of burials whieh have taken place to-day is 
about fifty, and many are still in a dangerous and dymg 
condiUon. 

As soon as possible we shall publish s list of the names- 
of the killed and vjounded, and those missing whose bodies 
have not been found. 

Meanwhile we beg the indulgence of our kind fneads and 
patrons for a few days, in which time we shaU be able to get 
our ofiice in some order. — The Free Trader office building 
has been crushed in and much shattered. Vi^e are all in con- 
fusion, and surrounded by the destitute, the houseless, the 
wounded and the dying. Our beaudfol city is shattered as 
if it had been stormed by all the cannon of Austeriitz. Our 
delightful China trees are bU torn up. We are peeled and 
desolate. 

A public meeting has been held by the citizens in the cooit- 
house to day, at which CoL James C. Witkins presided, and 
F. L. Claiborne, Esq. was secretary. Addresses were deliver- 
ed by J. M. Hewett and J. M. Duiiield, Esqs. and resolutions 
offered by the latter gentleman and others appointing relief 
committees, dtc &c 

The City Hotel, through the kindness of the proprietor, 
Noah Barlow, Esq. has been thrown open to the wounded. 
Doctor Pollard, with his usual promptitude, has taken the 
Tremont House for an additional hospital, Stephen Duncan, 
Esq. having generously oflfered to be responsible for the reuL 

The neighbouring pfanters are generously sending in larga 
gangs of slaves to assist in clearing the streets and digging 
the dead from the ruins. 

M. Ruffiner and S. J. Boyd, Esqra. ha/ve been at the trouble 
to go over the whole extent of the city, and make a practical 
and careful estimate of the'damages, which we endorse, as far 
as our observation extends, and present to our readers : 

Houses and goods under the hill, $150,000 

Four steamboats, ..,.* ...^ 50,000 

Fifty flatboats at the landing. 100,000 

Buildings below Main and West Canaf street 25,000 

Below Main, west of Canal, south of Franklin to 

Main, 86,000 

Railroad Depot Buildings, Ac. 60,000 

Light-house ind adjoining building, on the sonflk, . . 8,000 
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Judge CoTinfton's bollding and farniture, 10,000 

Above railroaiJ and west of Canal street 68,000 

North of High street and east of Can street, 3'J,000 

East of Rankin, south to Main, 15,000 

Theatre square, 35,0^)0 

East of Rankin to limits south 22,000 

South of Of leans and west of Rankm, 20,000 

Knight's house, and square, 10,0C0 

Parker's Hotel, and square, 70,000 

City Hotel, Mansion House, and square, 50,000 

Two squares north of Franklin, west of Pearl street, 10,000 
South of Franklin, north of Orleans, west of Pearl, 

east of Wall street. 68,000 

Two squares from High to Ftanklin, between Pearl 

and Commerce streets, 5,000 

Franklin to Orleans, between Pearl 6c Commerce sts., 60,000 
Commerce to Union, soath of high^ and north of Or- 
leans street, 224,000 

CnioQ to Rankin, soath of High, and north of Or- 
leans streets, 155,000 



$1,260,000 
[^'atehez Free Trader. 



Awful §torin. 



On Saturday, the 9th instant, about noon, a most frightful 
■torm visited this place and the surrounding country. The 
hail came down at first in small bodies, and rapidly increasing 
in size, until it fell in masses almost as large as a man's fist. 
The largest one we saw measured was nine inches and a half 
in circumference, but we heard of one which was picked up 
nearly twice as large. It destroyed the gieater part of the 
growing crops and gardens withui its range, pelted down 
nearly all the fruit, and broke perhaps fit>m 20,000 to 30,000 
panes of glass in this town alone. Pigeons flying in the air 
were knocked down dead, poultry were killed, the ground is 
covered with Men vegetation, the leaves and bianches of 
trees. MVe have heard of no person being hurt 

[FayetttviUe N. C. Obterver. 

A nnrricane, 

A severe hurricane passed over a part of the town of 
Gallipolis, in this state, on the 3rd inst. doing considerable 
damage. It was confined principally to the upper end of 
the village. The Journal of that place states that the 
Methodist Church received the most eztenave injury. The 
north-east end of this building was partly broken in, and 
the wind entering there, the whole roof, which was very 
enbstantially bound together and supported in the centre by 
four large pillars, was thrown forward in a body about two 
feet, and the other end of the building was entirely thrown 
down. " The roof of Mr. Glendmen's back building was 
torn apart — half of it falling in and the other part was 
thrown on the ground. One gable end of Major Bureau's 
dwelling was blown in, the wall falling on the garret floor. 
Some stables and small buildings were blown over or other- 
wise much inlured. Hundreds of fruit and other trees were 
torn up by the roots, and fences were thrown down and 
scattered in all directions." 

The hurricane continued about half an hour. No lives 
were lost in the town. The damage done in the vidnity, 
wms not very great. 



Gate on Lake Mtehi^^an^r^ThetB was a severe gale on 
Lake Michigan on the 3d inst.— The Chicago American of 
the 5th says, the schooner Memee lost her boat and jib 
boom, the Victoiy her boat and foresail, and the drift part 
of her deck load. It is supposed the steamboat Champlain 
had been driven ashore near St. Joseph, as she was seen 
near there when the gale came on. The sloop Clarina 
and the schooner Milwaukie were dnvea aahore near Mil- 
wankie. 



iater.-— The American of the 6th says the «*fanibftat 
Champlain ia ashore four miles south of St Joseph^ high 



and dry, and broke amidahipB. Several tnniks 
to passencen lost overboard. The schooner Minerva Stnitlb 
lost nearly all her deck load, and pot into Sl Josrph in 
distress. Hhe arrived at Chicago on the 6th with the 
tain and crew of the Champlain. The steamer Gov. Mj 
went ashore in a gale on the 1st, at the month of Mosl 
river a total wreck.— Cin. f Ohio J Gax. 




Traveninir Expenses. 

In travelling throughout ihe United States, wliere 
booka are acaroely known, there are various littla itoBS of 
information in relation to the different routes ami the 
parative expenses of each, which it woold be vciy 
ent for one to know before setting out, not only far the 
purpose of avoiding bad accommodations, bat abo lor the 
purpose of being able to make some sort of an estimate of 
the expense of journeying to parts of the ooontry of peculiar 
interest. In a recent journey South, the writer took some 
pains to make notes for his own convenience lo fiitara^ 
and as a part of the information may be of sonae use to 
others, it is given below. The two pmnta whidi are aelect«d 
are Boston and Richmond, Virginia; as a jomrncy b e tw e en 
the two necessarily embraces several of the prioopal dtiea 
in the Union. Suppose, then, a person leaves Boatan on 
Monday, direct for Richmond. By one roale hu j e uuj c y 
will be thus: 

Monday, 3 oVlock, P.M., leave Boston, via Wor- 
chester and Norwich, and arrive at New Tmk the 
next morning. Fare $6^0 

Tuesday, 9 o'clock, A.M., leave New York for Phila- 
delphia in the Railroad, via Trrait<m, and arrive 
generally at 3 o'clock, P.M., in season to take the 
care for Baltimore. Fare 4,00 

Wednesday, 7, A.M., leave PhiladeHlhia in the boat 
for Baltimore, and arrive there at about 2, P.M. 

Fare 4,00 
Wednesday, 4, P.M., leave Baltimore in the can lor 

Washington, and arrive at 6, PJf. Fare 1,50 

Thursday, at noon, leave Washington in steamboat 
for Potomac Creek and 9 miles by stage to Fred* 
ericksburg. Fare S,SO 

Thursday, 7, P.M., leave Fredericksburg in the can 
for Richmond, and arrive at 1 1, P.M. Fare 4,00 



ToUl, $2%P0 

To this add for meals on the way and portere any 6,00 

$2SfiO 
Booton Pai^ 



Cheap Tranoportation. — A merehant from the West, 
informs us that he gets his heavy goods carried from N. T. 
to Chicago, for 90 cts. per 100 Ibe. vix: from New York to 
Buflalo 65 cts. and 26 from Bu&lo to Chicago, by vessels, 
making in all 1500 miles. If Pennsylvania expects a share 
of the freighting busineas of the Great West, she most re- 
duce the tolls on her public worksL — Jfetroit Daily Jdu, 

They have been reduced^ — ^Ed. 



Old and Faith/uL-'The Boston Transcript says die 
Union Bank of Boston went into operation in the year 
1792; « One of the present incnmbenta, Mr. Nathankl 
Emmons, now 80 yean of age, made the first entry in (ha 
booka^and from (hat time (1792) he has been fiiat book- 
keeper. He haa had bat few daya of aickneas, and, wfan 
well, haa never been absent from his dedL 



AppolBtmeaU hfr the Prectdeaty 

By and with the advice and content of the Senatek 
James B. Sheppaid, of North Carolba, to be Attorney of 

the Umted States for the District of North Carolina, in the 

place of H. L. Hohnes, resigned. 

R^mt M. Noxen, Collector of the Customs of Edenton, 

North Carolina, vice William McNider, dedtned the ap- 

poutment. '^ 
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Memorial of the Committee of Tobacco Planiero, May 
11, 1840. He/erred to the Select Committee on the To- 
bacco Trade. 

To the Senate andffoute of RepreoentaHvee of the United 
Statee in Congreee aetembled : 

Th« undenigned, having been appointed a committee by the 
convention of tobacco planters held in the city of Wash- 
ington on the 1st and 2d days of May (present month") to 
memorialize Congress in relation to the high duties and re- 
atrietions upon the staple of tobacco in foreign countries, 

RlSPICTfULLT SIFRISIRT : 

That the committee was composed of delegates appointed 
by the tobacco phmten from several States of the Union, and, 
aiUr due deliberation, adopted, unanimously, the accompany- 
ing report and resotutioiia; which together with other proceed- 
ings, are sabmitted to the serious consideration of the Con- 
gress of the United States, with an earnest hope that they 
will take such steps as may be best calculated to remedy the 
grievances which are so justly complained oC From docu- 
ments and &cts in possearion of the committee, they fed as- 
■oted that, by a judicioas course on the part of Congress, 
with a cordial co-operation by the Executive of the United 
States, difficulties may be overcome, and reciprocal benefits 
derived both to the United States and those Govemmento 
be tw ee n which extensive commercial regulations exist. The 
eommittee would further remaric, that, from the intense inter- 
aet felt and exhibited upon this subject by the tobacco plantera 
generally, and from a determination on their part to press 
this matter to a successful issue, they cannot too atrongly urge 
upon Congrsai the propri e ty of adopting prompt measures 
to carry out the wishes and expectationa of this nnmerous 
•nd heielofore neglected class of our Mow-dtixens. 

DANIEL JENIFER, of Maryland. 
PHILIP TRIPLETT, of Kentucky. 
BENJAMIN JONES, of Virginia, 
Committee on the part of the 

Convention of Tobacco Pianten. 

TOBACCO CONVENTION. 

Waahington, Friday ^ May 1, 1840. 

The convention of the tobacco planters of the United 
States aasemUed in the chamber of the board of aldermen, 
at the City Hall, this day. 

Delegates were present from Maiy land, Vtrgmia and Ken- 
tucky. Delegatea had also been appointed from North Caro- 
lina, Tennessee, Missouri, and other Statee, but had not ar- 
rived. 

At 12 o'clock the convention was called to order by Mr. 
JeniiiNr of Maryland, who said he had to announce with great 
regret, that he had received a letter from Governor Barbour, 
the president of the convention of tobacco planters held three 
years since, and who sttU, had he been present, would have 
been the presiding officer, stating that he would be unable to 
attoid, in consequence of duties detaining him at home, and 
expreastng the regret which he felt at the circumstance. 

Mr. Jenifer suggested, therefore, that the convention 
ahould now appoint a president, with a view to organixe and 
proce e d to business; and he nominated for that office Gover- 
nor Sprjgg, of Maryland, who was unanimously appointed. 

The president having taken the chair-— 

Mr. Jenifer suggested that the convention now proceed to 
appoint a vice prpsident and secretary ; and he would nomi* 
aate for the former office a gentleman who, although a stran- 
ger among them, came there highly recommended by his 
character and position —Mr. Benjamm Jonea of Peterrt>urg; 
whieh nomination was unanimously agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. W. T. Wooton, of Maryland, Mr. J. 
Sw Skinner, of that Stat^ was appointed secretary ; and, on 
motion of Mr. Thomas T. Somerville, of Maryland, Mr. John 
Mercer of that State, was appointed aaststant secretary. 

The convention having been thus ofganixed, the president 
said ha presumed it would probably be within the contea»> 



plation of the convention to appoint a committee at this time, 
for the purpose of taking the subject upon which the con- 
vention had met generally into consideration, and who would 
be authorized to report at any hour to which the convention 
might adjourn to-monow. 

The convention was then addressed by Messrs. Jenifer, 
of Marvland, Triplett, of Kentucky, and Keech, of Prince 
George s county, Maryland ; and, also, by Mr. Dodgp, tbo 
agent appointed by the Government to visit Europe for the 
purpose of procuring information on the subject of the to- 
bacco trade, and who laid before the convention some inter- 
esting statistical statements, the results of his investigation. 

After which, Mr. R. W. Bowie offered the following reao- 
lution : 

Resolved, That a committee of be appointed by the 

president, to consider and recommend such measures^s may 
be deemed most expedient to be adopted to accompkh the 
objects contemplated by thii convention- 
Mr. Triplett suggested, as an amendment to the resolution, 
the addition at the end thereof of the words ** and that the 
committee be requested to make report at U o'clock, A. M. 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Bowie accepted the modification; and the resolutiooy 
aa modified, was adopted. 

And the blank was ordered to be filled with the number ten. 

The president annonnced the following gentlemen mem- 
bers of the committee : 

R. W. Bowie, (Chairman,) Williara J. Blackstone, 

Thomas T. Somerville, John Mercer, 

John Barnes, Baruch Mullikin, 

Benjamin Jones, Edward Hamilton, 

Thomas F. Bowie, Alexander Keech. 

Mr. Jenifer, after urging a punctual attendanoe to-morrow 
morning, suggested that any friends who were in the tobacco 
interest, and were in the city, be faivited to attend ; and that 
such members of Congress as thought proper ahoold attend 
aleo, as members of the'convention ; which suggestions hav- 
ing been assented to^ 

On morion of Mr. Jenifer, the convention adjonmed until 
11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Saturday, May 3, 1840. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the convention re-assembled this 
day at 11 o'clock. 

Mr. Jenifer oftered a reaolution, which was unanimonslr 
adopted, returning thanks to the mayor and common eounal 
for tendering to the convention during ita aittinga the use of 
the chamber of the board of aldermen. 

Mr. R. W. Bowie made the following report : 

The committee appointed by the convention of tobaeeo 
planters now assembled in this city, with instructions to pre- 
parr and report to this convention such measurea as may be 
deemed expedient to accomptish the objects contemplated by 
the convention, beg leave respectfully to submit the following 
report : 

The statistical statement, respecting the enormous duties 
and exactions imposed on American tobacco, which was laid 
before the convention yesterday morning, and which is here- 
with again presented aa a part of this report, shows ** that 
Europe levies a revenue of about thirty millions of dollara 
on about 100,000 hogsheada of American tobacco, which 
cost in the United States about seven millions." 

These duties and exactions appear to be so enormous, that 
your committee have thought it necessary to examine them 
with Uie greatest attention ; and have come to the conduaioii 
that, enormous as they are^ the following facta show that 
there ia no exaggeration. 

RofcsiAd — On examining the statement above mentioned, 
it will be aeen that, during three years, (that is. from the 1st 
of October, 1835, to 30th of September, 1838,) the average 
direct exportations from the United Statee to that countiy 
amonnted to 181 hogsheada; but the actual eonsnmptton in 
Russia may be considered as much greater, and may bs safely 
estimated at 358 hogsheada annually ; the dilleience over the 
direct importations ariamg from the entrspoCa of Englaad, 
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HolUndi the HaiiM Towni, etc The revenve derived from 
Amefiean tobacco may be nfely estimated at about 64,000. 

Holla VB.— The average direct exportations of our tobacco 
to that country, during the three years aforementioned, 
amounted to 19,815 hogsheads; but large importations are 
annually made from England. In 1 837, Uiere w^re exported 
from that country to Holland about 1,500 hogsheads of 
American tobacco, so that the total importations may be esti- 
mated at 31,315 hogsheads of our tobacco; the greatest pro- 
portion of which was afterwards re exported to Germany and 
other countries of Europe. 

The consumption of Holland may be estimated at about 
$y300 hogsheads of American tobacco : the duty is very tri- 
fling, but we have a right to complain — 1st, of the unjust 
difference made between Maryland and the other tobaccoes 
of our country ; for, while Virginia, etc, are admitted at 12^ 
eents, Maryland tobacco is charged with a duty of 14^ cents 
per 100 lbs. American, and stems are assimilated to Mary 



France as to Great Britain. la Fralioe» the monopoly of ib« 
Regie weighs still heavier on our tobacco interests ; for whilia 
in England there are } 8,000 hogvheads consumed, in Pranoe, 
having a greater population, not much more than one-half 
of that quantity is consumed. 

By the statement already referred to, it will be i>UMa i <J 
that the profits resulting from the monopoly paid into tiia 
French treasury by the Regie, in 1837, amonoled to over 
eleven millions of dollars. These were the nett profits ; and 
if the expenses of the Regie (which are very great) dioold 
be added to that amount, there is no doobt that the grosp re- 
venue would be fifteen millions of dollars ; and as a consider- 
able proportion of American tolmcco is employed prinofpaDj 
to mix with the native tobacco, in order to render the qinli^ 
of the manufactured article more valuable, it may, thodoie, 
safely be estimated that the revenue derived by Pranoe, cither 
directly or indirectly, from American tobeoco alone, amoonlB 
to five and a half millions of dollars : being, probably, more 



tend : and, Sdly, that none of our tobaccoes are admitted at than double the amount of revenue obtained by the United 
the same favorable rate of duty as the tobacco of some other , States from all the importations into this ooiuitJ7 from 



France. 

Sfaist.— In that country, a monopoly of the Regie exkta. 
The average exports from the United States, as will be seen 
by the statement already referred to, were 1,729 bogsbcada. 
There were also exported from England in 1837 abont 1,160 
hogsheads of American tobacco. Large quantities, it is pn^ 
sumed, are also smuggled from Gibraltar; so that the total 
annual consumption of American tobacco may be esimieled 
at about 5,700 hogsheads. From informatioii belbre tbe 
committee, it is believed that the gross revenue derived fton 
the Regie may be safely estimated at eight nullioiw of doOan ; 
and, as the American tobacco employed is in tbc p t p p w li m 




eounlriea. For example: Eaat India is admitted at 5 1-5 
cents, Brasil at 8 4-5 cents, and that coming from the Uk- 
raine and other countries of Europe at 1 1} cents per 100 lbs. 
American. The revenues derived fiom American tobacco in 
Holland may be estimated at about $5,600. 

BiLoiuM.— The average direct exportatioos of our to- 
bacco to that countiy during the said three years were 2,457 
hogsheads; the importations from England in 1837 were 
about 3,500 hogsheads of American tobacco; so that the 
total importations into Belgium may be estimated at about 
6,000 hogsheads of our tobacco. 

It is extremely difficult to form any correct estimate of 
the real consumption of American tobacco in Belgium, the | of about five-eighths of the whole, the groes l ei euii e derived 
■muggling carried on from that country into France being therefrom may be estimated at about five "^nK^M of dollBa 
^nr great : besides, several hundred hogsheads are re-exported from American tobacco. 

to Germany ; but the consumption, your eummittee believe, I Portvoal. — In that counliy a monopolT hj 
may be estimated in round numbers, at 4,000 hogsheada. • (that is, the right to deal in the aitide under a 
The duly on Aroeikan tobacco is-=-on Virginia, dbc, 33 4 j by the Government,) exists. The direct ai 
cents ; on Mar> land 26} cents, and on stems 26^ cents per I were only 77 hogsbeads ; hot the average ex] 
100 Iba. American. These duties are far from being heavy ; \ tobacco from England to Portugal may be 
but still we find. In this case, the same nnjoat difl&rence es- ' 286 hogsheads. The legal impoitatioai into 
labUshed between the Maryland and the other tobaccoes of j may, theiefbre, be estimated at about 363 
our countiy. We likewise have cause to complain that the ally. 

tobaccoes of some other countries are admitted at a leas rste | The nett revenne derived from tobaoeo tfanm^ the 
of duty than the American ; lor, on examining the Belgian was, a few years ago, as fiillows : 
tariff! it wUI be found that the East India tobacco is admitted ' Amoont of the lease to the Farm (or poaaosi, or 
at 10 cental, and Biaiil at 16^ rents per 100 lbs. American. I company, obtaining the lieenae for the b»> 

The revenue derived from the above quantity of American nopoiy,) per year, f I.4C0^^C6i 

lobaceoaiay be estimated at about $11,5.0. ' Amount of the import doty, i9S.4I6 

Gaa^T BaiTAix. — The average direct expoitatioQ of oar ' Bat lo ibe foregoing tbere'sboold also be added 
tobacco to that countiy for the said three years has been the amoont wluch the Farm has abo lo paj 
tSJ7S bogabettds. The annual aveiage consamptioii may to the Government for pe nskms to the 
be SKittmated at l8,Oro hogsheads American tobacco; which, ' oSotn of tbe old tobacco 
by ^ caWtttetions in the statement before refinrred to. render 
a gross letenue of $17,275,70^. The duty of 3 shillings 
iteffbttg per pound, equal to TSJ cents, is enormous; and. if 
pot on tor the sake of revenue, there is no doubt that it de- 
Mts its own object ; for it cannot be docbicd that, if this 
doty shouU be greatly duninisbed^ Great Britain woold be a 
gainer in the nett revenue collected from it, inasmich as it 
erouM nacaamrily kad to a pcopoctiooatcly increaEed cod* 
•smptictt. 

GMat Britain sboaid take into coaskleration that there is 
ao doty Irried in tbe United Slatea ob any of her pnxiocear 
wbicb can in any aaanner be cocnpsrcd widi 
doty of 7i| cmts per ftu or over 8^.0 per cent. 

[and that this doCy weigbiBg poiticalariy nopoiy m«st be 
of oar ceoDtrr «h«cb bm been tbe In tbe Rosas 
fftvoraNy deposed to a low rait of debes in the Tcifed tun of A 
it csrtainh r If cn m as aa iapetttt ywj t i ja fcr Great 
Britain lo take into scrioos CQSHsimKMSi  b etbsi she can la TrscAvr A 

cclieaa «f ear coonfenr win contmne to be 

a» iMrniBef datMsoa Britebprodtoee 

and m—afcrtam^sJteald the Gofverna— t of thst i iiTij $14^.JH>.. 

cetttintae t» irnr sGcfe an caoR»^>as dotty Oft eon af tbe prsK fa& PAas4 tbe 

oMd <ta^ stWoMivan mdtfistey 3 tfasfcstctesof si 

FnAsea^— The aaMt iiNaBn'itama aaiy be ^p&d la nt ^oot ISO 



tijao 





And, m the cpiantilT of Ai 

SOS aboot ooe>third of tbe wfaele 
nett IS venues non Ai 

aboot f540/ 00. Ahhoogb tobacco can eolr be 
on arcoont of the Farm. ycC it is sal^eet to • 49tw mi$& SS 
on American, and $6 27 per 1 OO poendv sb BtasL 

It ALT. — ThnxrshoQt Italy waaBopebtm ef iobaroo «sii^ 
eidicr being a Bcgie ef tbe Stale, er is is 6caied oat hf Ike 
gorenimenL 

in $AB»nm it is a 






1840.] 



TOBACCO CONVENTION. 



^43 



i . 



a groM revanae of about $106,460 from all qualities of to- 
baeco. 

In Naplis it it farmed out The quantity of American 
tobacco may be estimated at about 400 hogsDeads, and the 
revenue derived through the Farm at about $400,000. 

In the AusraiAir Domimioks, with the exception of 
Hungary, it is a Regie. The consamption of American to- 
bacco may be estimated at about 4,00U hogsheads, which is 
partly imported into Trieste direct from the United States ; 
but the greatest proportion is obtained from the entrepots of 
Holland and the Hansc Towns. The profits derived through 
the Regie must be very great 

In the rest of Germany, where a large proportion of oar 
tobacco is consumed, the revenue derived from it may be 
estimated at about $1,200,000. 

The committee cannot conclude this report without calling 
the attention of the convention to the important fact, that the 
•verage value of the tobacco exported to various countries 
of Europe was, from 1st of October, 1836, to dOth Septem- 
ber, 1838, $7,267,794 ; and that, during the same period, the 
mvenige value of our domestic produce exported annually to 
the same countries was $7 9,20 1 360. Henee it appears that 
the article of tobacco^ the chief staple of those represented by 
this convention, constitutes in value about one-tenth of the 
whole export of our domestic produce to Europe ; and it may 
be presumed that an equal proportion of the population of 
the country has a direct interest in, if not an abeolute de- 
pendence upon, the cultivation and trade of that important and 
hitherto too much neglected branch of American industry. 

In view of the facts and considerations here presented, the 
eommittee respectfully recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved, l^hat this convention views with deep regret, 
and sense of injury, the continued heavy burdens imposed 
upon tobaoro imported from the United States into foreign 
countries whose products and manufiictures are admitted into 
this country entirely free of, or at a nominal, duty ; that this 
inequality is at war with that spirit of reciprocity by which 
friendly commercial nations should be governed ; and that a 
longer submission to it by the Government of the United 
States would be unjust to the tobacco planters, destructive of 
their interests, and evince a gross want of attention to their 
just remonstrances. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the 
president of this convention to draught a memorial to the 
Congress of the United States, urging the adoption of such 
meaaures as may be best calculated to eflfiact a modification 
or repeal of the high duties and restrictions in foreign coun- 
tries upon tobacco imported from the United States ; and that 
the Senators and Representatives in Congress from the to- 
baooo-growing states be, and they are hereby requested to 
use their efforts to accomplish these objects. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by the 
president of this convention to draught an address to the 
tobacco planters of the United States, setting forth their 
grievances, and urging them to lose no time in memorializing 
Congress to relieve them, so fiir as that may be done by na- 
tional legislation, from oppressions already too long endured, 
and which, when they are fully understood, cannot be quietly 
submitted to. 

Resolved, That this convention recognise with grateful 
satisfaction the measures which have alresdy been employed, 
with auspicious effect, to procure the adoption, by foreign 
governments, of measures of just reciprocity in regard to the 
interests represented by this convention ; and that they en- 
tertain, and hereby respectfully express, the hope that the 
Crovernment of the United Stntes will persevere in its exer- 
tions to sccompliah the reduction or repeal of the heavy 
duties and restrictioiui of which we complain. 

Resolvsd, That a copy of the proceedings of this conven- 
tion be communicated to the President of the United States, 
and to each of the Senators and Representatives in Congress 
from the tobacco growing states. 

The report and resolutions having been read, a debate 
followed, in which Messrs. Dromgoole, Jenifer, R. W. Bowie, 
Triplett, Thomas F. Bowie, Hamilton, Keech, and Duckitt, 
participated. 



Afier which, that portion of the report whieh is within 
brackets, was stricken out 

The resolutions were taken up seriatim, and adopted ; and 
the question being then taken on the whole, the report, aa 
amended, and the resolutions, were unanimously adopted. 

The president thereupon appointed Mesers. Jenifer, Trip- 
lett, and Benjamin Jones, of Virginia, a committee to cariy 
out the purposes of the 2d resolution. 

And Messrs. Triplett, R. W. Bowie, Daniel Jenifer, Geo. 
C. Dromgoole, and John Mercer, a committee to cany out 
the purposes of the 3d resolution. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas F. Bowie, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this convention, the time 
has arrived when a journal devoted to the great tobacco in- 
terest should be selected and patronized by this convention 
and all others engaged in its cultivation ; and that the Amer- 
ican Farmer (edited by J. 8. Skinner, Esq.,) be selected as a 
suitable organ for the diffusion of information on this impor- 
tant branch of American industry. 

After some collateral proceedings, Mr. Triplett offered the 
following resolution, which was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the president of this convention have power, 
and he is requested, to call a tobacco convention when, in hb 
opinion, the interest of the tobacco planters may require it. 

Mr. R. W. Bowie offered the following resolution, whidi 
was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the tobacco planters, 
and all others connected with the tobacco business in the 
United States, to hold meetings in their respective districts to 
respond to the proceedings of this convention. 

And the business before the convention having been now 
disposed of — 

On motion of Mr. R. W. Bowie, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be tendered 
to the president and vice-president of this convention for their 
able and dignified discharge of the duties of the chair. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Thomas F. Bowie, the con- 
vention adjourned. 

HbHKT GoBFRRT WBKILXKt 

Reporter to the Convention, 
The " Tobacco Statistics" lefinred to we have already 
pablished.— See page 310. 

Eaex Bar, — Having accidentally met with, a few days 
since, a list of the " names of the Essex Bar, March term, 
1808." I spent some time in musing on the past, and 
noting the changes, that had taken place in the profession, 
since that period. — The entire number, then, was twenty* 
seven, and of this number, ten were residents of Salem, viz|^ 
— Elisha Mack, Benj. BL Nichols, Wm. Prescott, Samuel 
Putnam, John Prince, jr., John Pickering, jr., Joseph Stoiy, 
Samuel Swett, Leverett Saltonstall, and Joseph E. Sprague. 

It ia a singular coincidence, that, after a lapse of thirty-two 
years, they should all be living, and only one of them a resi- 
dent amongst us, in the active pursuit of the profession. 

Of the others, five reside now in Boston, two as counsel- 
lors at law — two as retired from the profession — and one ia 
on the bench of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachu- 
setts ; one resides at Cambridge, and, is there Professor of 
Law in the University, and also an Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Couft of the United States— the remaining three 
reside in this city ; one is Judge of the Police Court — another 
Clerk of the Courts for Essex, and the third is the Sheriff of 
the county.— 5(a/tfm Obterver. 



Intereitin^ Will Cate.^ln the District Court, bcAre 
Judge Randall, the extremely interesting will case of Dickin* 
son vs. Rees came up; a feigned issue to try the validity, 
under the new act of Assembly of 1833, of a paper pui^ 
porting to be the last will and testament of Hines Causland, 
in lavpr of his wife's nephew, and to the exclusion of hia 
own two sons, which said paper was not " signed at the end" 
by the testator, as is provided by the law aforementioned.^ 
The jury returned a verdict substantiating the validity of the 
will. This ia the firrt case ever decided under the now and 
somewhat peculiar law of 1833.— Prr6, Led* 
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Singular Hiitorlcal laddeiiC. 

The EflMx (Sftlem) Reguter, of 9th instant, qaotes froi^ 
the Mayor's addreas to the City Council^ the followmg sin- 
gular facts : ** In the amount reoeiTed for rents is included 
the sum of $153 82, which was paid by the lessee of the 
•man tract of ground at Winter Island, which has, for flev«- 
•ral years, been dbcupied as the site of a Powder Magazine. 
This tract, described in the okl Town Records as ** a por- 
tion of the upland, beach, and flato at Obear's or PahnePs 
head,' was leased originally, to Richard Derby, for the term 
of ene thouwand years from March 1, 1756 by an indenture 
executed by the Selectmen, under the authority of a vote of 
the town, at the rate of a sbiUing a year. The rent appears 
to have been irregularly paid by the lessee and his successors 
though it is all shown to have 'been collected. The present 
occupant, to relieve himself from the trouble of annual pay- 
ments, as well as, perhaps, to place his title beyond the rink 
of contingency, proposed to pay in advance without discount, 
the amount that would become due for the unexpired term 
of nme hundred and seventeen years, viz : 917 shillings, or 
the sum above stated, in our present currency. The propo- 
nl was of course accepted, and it may serve for the amase- 
ment, as it must require the leisure of some idle arithmetician, 
to calculate the vast gain secured to the dij by this appa- 
rently inconsiderable financial operation." 



of] dulling per umom, or #i6t sa-tOOfMd 
in advance would amount to the sum of 

But one abiihogpaid annually would amonnt to 

the sum of #^^6»753,1744»84^9M28;87IIl018 

Its present value is only $3 S-3 and the gain 
would be #84^04^98,285,836«336^5760M8 



The amount gained by the City of Salem.— In the 
Tianampt, of the 9tfa ult., we copied finom the Essex (Sa- 
lem) Register, under the head of •* Singular Historical Inca- 
dent," an extract from an address of the Mayor of that dty, 
in which it was stated that in 1 756 the Selectmen of the then 
town of Salem leased to Richard Derby, Esq., a small tract 
of land, at Winter Island, for the term of 1,000 yean, at a 
rant of one shilling per annum, and that the praeent lessee 
had purchased the lease, on fee simple by paymg down the 
•mount of the rent of the unexpired term of 9 1 7 year8«-^9 1 7 
shillings. It was added by the Mayor: <* It may serve for 
the amusement, as it most lequiie the leisure, of some idle 
arithmetician, to calculate the vast gain secured to the city 
bj this apparently, inconsiderable financial operation." 

A friend who is somewhat conversant with the prindplca 
of calculating the value of annuities, has sent us a statement 
•bowing what sum the rent would amonnt to at one shilling 
per annum, and also what sum the purchase money would 
•mount to, wad the gam, both at 5 per cent and 6 per cent 
compound interest which we mibjoin^remarking that it is 




The Cennit and our City Brnti 

We regret exceedingly that the eensos could not . 

taken one or two years ago, when our muialMtimn^ ^ 

chanical and our commercial indostiy was floonsfatng : m 
the change in the last twelve montha, both m oiir pftfi^Ufn i 
and business, exceeds the expectation of many who have not 
been cloee observers, and the mass of oar osm ^A^— >^ g, 
veeli as ike public generally, do not antieipste Om h^v rr 
drawback and iallmg off of almort all hsandic^ of our mow 
u&cturing industry, snd conseqacntly •]«» of oor ««ff» ss- 
tremely dense population. If any geotlnnan now will 
deliberately walk through oor stieetoand envinna. nd nee 
the words <* to let" every where staring him in tbBlMSB,lia 

will be surprised at the greet change a short time cm I 
plish. We believe at this date more than half of the 
ftctoring and mechanical industry of __ __ 

suspended, and that full three-fourths of all the faired m^ 
chanica have bean diachaigcd, and muiy of whom with fUx 
families have removed to aD parts of the ooontiy aeeUi^ em- 
ployment and a living. We think aaer eoavemng with 
many of oor most extensive and intall^ent "** Tt iifii I bim 
that from 4000 to 5000 souls have lefl the city and cDvnH 
in the hot twehre months. On converwig with soaieinleifi- 
gent gentlemen, they thought three-fourths or twotbirds of 
our q»anufiu:taTing industiy had Allen ttf for want of sate 
and a market, and owing to the dull state of the tlnieB,hat 
all of the large number we have consulted believe that • fUl 
half or more than a half is within the &ct Sosne hnmches 
of business such as the cotton and green ^ass is more floor- 
ishing whilst othen are afanost entirely sn^iended. In oidcr 
to give some idea of the change, we wUl intradnee a hw 
branches that have snared materially and indeed pait en- 
tirely suspended. The steamboat business, not one on the 
atocks^the steam engine business, out of 10 or IS — <*iiBA- 

ments but 3 or 4 are doing anything, and not an aider for a 
large engine, nor one of any siu making. 

The foundry business— not one-half of the 

The while flint bnsinesBL do. 



as nearly correct as it can be made by logarithms, having ^i^ . T"* *:"— «-^ oo. 

only seven decimal pbces, and rejectbg some of the low de- ^ ^^^>^>^.>^ ^^ husineH, not one hdf of thecuinci^of 
ani^ I ™^ productive powen in oea. 
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The sum to which one shilling or 16 2-3 cents 
annuity — ^will amount at 6 per cent com- 
pound interest — for the term of 917 

PX (!r) 



#89339,396,830,401,406,990 25 
The present value of which is $3 1-3 as 

_^ I this sum put out at 5 per cent 
l compound interest, would at the 
^____ J end of the term of time give the 
Y ] above amount. 

Bst the sum paid for the leasewas 917 shillings 
•-•to$i52 83-100, which sum wouki amount 
•t 6 per cent, compound interest for 917 
yee»— to t 

P (1 plus r.) 

#4,119,136,298,365,404,510,644 33 
•nd consequently, the excess paid for the 

!••••, over its present value would amount to 

the smaU sum of #4,029,296.902,545,008,103,654 08 

At six ner cent compound interest the results 

would be as follows: Annuity for 917 years, 



The cerpenter end cabmet^making bnstncsa •bout fadf sr 
acsrcely half of the usual woriL going on. 

One very extensive foundry which prodnoed #300,000 a 
year entirely suspended, and all handa discharged, and •hoot 
100 hands from one iron manufactory in Kcnamgton. 

Ope pkraghmanufoctory, of 26 hands formerly empkmd, 
20 discharged; one planing machine 28 employed, 20 dis- 
charged. 1- ^— » 

In more prosperous times, out of about 300 dray* and 
carte It was very difficult to get a kwd of merchandise hauled 
without delay and mconvenienoe, now thiee-fouitha of the 
number are idle more than half their time; then every in- 
dustnous man, woman and child coining to om^ dty oouki 
getemployment immediately and their pey eveiy fibtuiday 
nyht now our mechanics are obliged to go to fishing,* or to 
tabw m the country for 1 8j, 26 or at most 37^ cts. a day^ 
ouch we regret is a true picture of the times with nmny of 
our once flooniUng city, and it speaka in loud language to 
the country for a Tariff to protect Ameiican indusTiT, e»- 
terpnse and labour, for the farmers of all western Pennsyl- 
vania now begin seriously to feel the want of a good bona 
market, and which Pittsburg a short time ago aficnded and 
will Boonagain, if American industry is properly pio t acl ed 
by Congress ind thorn in authority.— JKimV Pititburg /it. 

• * ^•^"•***'»w*»nn«d that several have turned to flsh- 
uig— hence is our fish paarket enlarged. 
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Tlie Great Arctic Proiblem Sofred. 

The long mooted gM>graphica] problem of a North We«- 
tem Passage to tho Pacific Ocean from the Atlantic, is at 
length solved : there U such a passiige. I'he honor of this 
discovery belongs to Messrs. Dease 6c Simp«on, of the H ud- 
■on*s Bfiy Company. In 1S37, and again in 1838, they at- 
tempted to complete the exploration of the Northern shore 
of this Continent, by descending Coppermine River, which 
empties into the Arctic Ocean — in longitude about 110 West, 
and from ita mouth proceeding Eastward until they should 
arrive at the Westernmost point reached by explorers from 
tho Atlantic In both years they skirted along a great extent 
of coast, though much impeded by ice, but failed to accom- 
plish the grand object of their pursuit Now at length their 
perseverance has been rewarded. They have ascertained 
that Boothia is an island and that it is separated from the 
main land by a strait from 3 to 1 miles wide, which con- 
nects the Gulf of Boothia, (partially explored by the Fury 
and Ueda,} widi the Arctic Ocean, in about lat 68 33, and 
long. 98 10. The entire passage from the mouth of Copper- 
mine River to the Atlantic, (extending near 50 degrees of 
longitude,) lies to the Southward of lat 69. But we will 
not detain our readers from their narrative. After descend- 
ing Coppermine River, with their party, they reached Cape 
Franklin on the night of 20th July last, and rounded Capo 
Alexander on the 28th, in doing which, they encountered 
great peril from a violent head wind and drifting ice. 

A", y. jQur> fif Cemm^rcf. 
The narrative proceeds as follows : 
From Cape Alexander, situate in lat 66 deg. 66 min. 
North, long. 106 deg. 40 min. W., to another remarkable 
point in lat. 68 deg. 33 min. N., long. 98 deg. 1 min. W., 
the Arctic coast may be comprised in one spacious bay, stretchp 
ing as far South as lat 67 deg. 40 min., before it turns off 
abruptly northward to the last mentioned position. This 
Tast sweep, of which but an inconsiderable portion was seen 
by Mr Simpson last year, is indented by an endless succession 
of minor bays, separated from one another by long narrow 
projecting points of land, enclosing an incalculable nujober 
of islands. 

From this description it will be evident that our route was 
an extremely intricate one, and the duties of the survey 
most harassing; but whilst perplexed beyond measure in 
finding our way through these labyrinths, we derived great 
advantage from the protection afforded by the islands from 
the crushing force of the seaward ice, and the weather was 
generally clear. In ftict, the most serious detention caused 
by ice on this part of the voyage, was from the 1 st to the 
6th of August, on a point that jutted out beyond the insular 
chain. White Bear Point, as it was called, Ues in lat 68 
deg. 7 min. 86 sec. N., long. 103 deg. 26 min. 45 sec. W., 
▼ariadon 64 deg. 45 min. E. These bays and maues of is 
lands present a distinct succession of geological features 
which can be best illustrated by our series of specimens of 
the rocks that compose this wild and barren coast Vestiges 
of Esquimaux, mostly old, were met with wherever we land- 
ed. They appear to subsist in single families, or very small 
parties, and to travel inland for the deer hunt in the month 
of June, not returning to their sealing Islands till the ice sets 
last in October. A river twice the size of the Coppermine, 
which falls into the lat. 68 deg. 3 min. N., Ion. 104 deg. 15 
min. W., is much resorted to by reindeer and musk osen in 
tiie summer season. 

Finding the coast, as already remarked, tending norther- 
ly from the bottom of the great bay, we expected nothing 
lets Uian to be carried round Cape Felix of Capt. James Ross, 
contrary to the conjecture hazsirded by Simpson in his nar- 
rative of last year's journey. On the evening of the 10th 
August, however, (at the point already given,} we suddenly 
opened a strait running in to the southward of east, where 
the rapid rush of the tide scarcely left a doubt of the exis- 
tence of an open sea leading to the mouth of Back's Great 
Pish River. This strait is ten miles wide at either extremity, 
but contracts to three in the centre. Even that narrow 
diannel is mudh encroached upoM by high shingle islands, 
hnt there is dom water in th^ middle dmmghout 
The 13th of August was signalized by the most- terrific 



thunder sterm we have ever witnessed in these regions.— 
Next day it blew roughly from the westward, with a very 
dense cold fog, but we ran rapidly southeast, passed Point 
Richardson and Point Ogle of Sir George Back, and con- 
tinned on till the darkness of the night and the increasing 
gale drove us ashore beyond Point Pechell. The storm 
shifted to the northeast, and lasted till Che 1 6th, when we di« 
rected our course with flags flying to the Montreal Island. — 
On its northern side our people, guided by Mackay, soon 
found a deposit made among the rocks by some of Sir 
George Back's party, but as Mackay seemed to think, vrith- 
out that Officer's knowledge. It contained two bags of pe- 
mican and a quantity of cocoa and chocolate, all perfectly 
rotten, besides an old tin vasculum, and two or three other 
trivial articles, of which we took possession as memorials of 
our having breakfasted on the identical spot where the tent 
of our gallant though less successful precursor stood on his 
return from Point Ogle to the Great Fish River that veiy day 
five yean before. 

The arduous duty we had, in 1836, undertaken to per* 
form, was thus fully accomplished ; and the length and 
difficulty of the route back to the Coppermine would have 
amply justified our immediate return. We had all suffered 
more or leas from the want of fuel, and the deprivation of 
warm food, and the prospects grew more cheerless as the 
cold weather stole on apace; but having already ascertained 
the separation of Boothia from the American continent, on 
the western side of the Great Fish River, we determined not 
to desist till we had settled its relation thereto on the eastern 
side also. A fog which had come on dispersed towards evei^ 
ing, and unfolded a full view of the picturesque shores of the 
estuary. Far to the southward, Victoria Headland stood 
forth so clearly defined, that we instantly recognised it by 
Sir George Back's exquisite drawing. Cape Beaufort we al« 
most seemed to touch, and with the telescope we were abia 
to discern a continuous line of high land as hr around aa 
northeast, about two points more northerly than Cape Hay» 
the extreme eastern point seen by Sir George Back. 

The traverse to the furthest visible land occupied six houn' 
unremitting labor at the oar, and the sun was rising on tho 
17th, when we scaled the bluff and singularly shaped Rocky 
Cape, to which our course had been directed. It stands in 
lat 68 deg. 3 min. 56 sec. N., long. 94 deg. 35 min. W.-~ 
The azimuth compass, by Jones, settled exactly in the trua 
meridian, and agreed with two others, by the same maker, 
placed on the ground. From our proximity to the magnetic 
pole, the compass had latterly been of little or no use ; but 
this was of the less consequence, as the astronomical obser- 
vations were very frequent The dip of the needle, which 
at Thunder Cove, (12th August^ was 89 deg. 29 min. 85 
sec., had here decreased to b9 deg. 16 min. 40 sec, N.— * 
This bold promontory, where we lay wind-bound till the 19t&» 
was named Cape Britannia, in remembrance of our gibrioua 
country. On the beetling rock that sheltered our encamp* 
ment frum the sea, and forms the most conspicuous object 
on all this part of the coast, we erected a cunic»l pile of pon- 
derous stones, 14 feet high, that, if not pulled down by tha 
natives, may defy the rage of a thousand storms. In it 
was placed a sealed bottle, containing a sketch of our pro- 
ceedings, and possession was taken of our extensive discov* 
eij^s in the name of Victoria I., amidst the firing of guns^ 
and the enthusiastic cbeen of the whole party. 

On the 19ih. the gale shifted from N. E. to E. 8. E. and 
after crossing a fine boy, doe east, with no small toil and 
danger, the coast bent away northeast, which enabled us to 
effect a run of forty miles. Next day the wind resumed its 
former direction, and after pulling against it all the morning 
among the shoals and breakers, and gaining only three miles, 
we were obliged to take refuge in the mouth of a small river. 

From a limestone ridge, about a league inland, we obtun- 
ed a view o( some very remote blue land in the northeast 
quarter, in all probability one of the southern promontoriea 
of Boothia. Two considerable islands lay far in Uie offings 
and othen high and distant, stretched from £. to E. N. E. 

Our view of the low main shore was confined to five 
miles in an easterly direction, after which it appeared to turn 
off greatly to the nght We could, therefore, scaztely doubt 
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••♦I ni\h\\\tt '/»M'.H*» wntifttmi tff out thp^mfn*'i, inhtrU wm i^tiptftwty nn^'ni^ym of UiMcxccMt^cold; w we saw" 
llnlMl^'^ )M (l»w ♦(••MrtI ut'iiitit't. tUtt, tf ftm»mt(, ih*> nitnit tm ^ tn*M amtrfiiiy hnvt iittK'k laft above Fort ^""^ j 
♦tin •Jilfi, It** »r«^«j>r»r''l hit tftftht* iiintout ttuinnrii tffuitii oit\y ' tufi fb« iioflLrm fftlc* egMn rote in thri' *Hf"^- :. 
krpphiK rtiMN« ulntm llir wnwMfd ivtf^f ttfiUe htaiiiUf Man to  wliilfj Ihijr nhatUfrriJ tnd disperaed the ripMIjfo™J*r 
uliftjir rt wit'tlqltli'r rfnif«f. ' erial/lH ua lo atand tlie current under cloM-recW** 

'riirvtPrttlirf.rrMMjhciMif llirfntHilrig«mlimw!ltl«1,wimifi«- Al noon, on the 1 4 ih of October, ■'^*' ^f^lTmir 
rumr umfjnIviMrtll V ^f'tr-tr. (In tlin Vfllh of AtJgiiPl, a anow- wilb no amall riak, Ibroagh the torrent of ice ^°'^^^ 
nl'um liiurtM, llittl Uw\m\ (nf nfvrn iliijrn, iliititig f'Mir ilat* of Uifl rlvera of ihc mountain*, wo reached this P"*^ 
Hlilrll wr wiMii fhi'il (m rt hIukU' upot Uy the tiolriir« of Chfl Birnpw»n,l and were cordially welcomed by ^"'"^ 
N. W. ttilt«M ^<l»lln thf Himt wiifi no hrrn, thai the poola friend, Chipf Trader M'Pheraon, who bad for ionei» 
nnirtniJi nti« ioiH<« nn which wr Iny hpramt* nolid enoiiali to given up all liopea of our arrival. .^ 

hrrn np rt inrth. A itintr mmhurtli^ liitrival fimrrpdcil Ihla Moat of our |)eopl0 are alill afflicted widiwqglr^ 
hr<ni« iMMh)ti)h. l^tiliihiit lhi« tMMiiiiiPiil nanhi, nl (he largn and awellinga In the limba, cauaed by cold ^^^^ 
\l*n M!H'\ih <^»iMnlimnl, wv »(niiK N. N. \V., Ibi- an ejitrn* ami wc are aa«urrd by Mr. MTherson, that b»l*^^ 
MW' |r1»n.\, M\nn\ I\M» hilh'« oO ^O^I^•h ^ve rnnptrd N. W, known or heard of ao early or vigorua a coifflB*'^^^^ 
^u \\\t\\}\ \)\\ln\i\}\A, n\\})S\\\ hHi>»»» nun^H, on th«* rtth of winter in Mackensic^a River. On the other bi»i»_^ 
f*H.iM<\».. » hinnil t^^^^ <hri>»t» .!«,♦ N. fm tin* nva»rM point of i apHng an that of 1839, aeldom viaita these fr«^ 
\MtnU TrtM-l, >\hiih pto\n\ npirttly ihMAnt, We li«\-e I and to thia favoring circumstance, under ~ ^ 
^?\»M nmy f\\\\ »h*n« w«Mv hnlhrt^i lhm\ the l>h(VipWi<' | our algnal aueceaa to be partly ascribed. ^^t^-a- 

^^.>«^M«a ''1 »hr \\rtVo«i wt^oM i^rtvKnoM M Irt. The t>i>ata( Oct»>ber 30--The state of the ice at length b**^^ 
►» . M>»..\ to «ti<\^t>f\ rt^^v^ iM mt>h«»rt w!\t^t and the apiiri)', .' despatch couriers to Stav« Lake. In the »*■"** 
dn Im »^ f>»n^ tht n ^f>\\ •» KttMv th«^ f^vnh b\tvr^, frll Wk like Simp*iow*a highly valued letter of the 17A of 
•(hoWMii ot dt-^Mion.l.* uitiN tW dtv^y X\ xx'ss a «N"»M nt^ht, unfortunately' mia»ed ua in ow way hiAer, ^* 
at>.< w !\on N\v «i InM mf^^V tho UynA, olirt^, fa«v«^ xsi^h <^cmai Umk We rejoice in having aoticipaled the ^ 
t»v>, o*l»jVil u* h> \'\\r\ «M\ Km a %NM\ple wt" Vaj^M* K^fore *•* dition, and necurod to our counuy and thr ^ 
vomM f-Ko t)to r>h>v \>i;h MfWy, TV oi-^^i of Victoria ith^isputaWc honor of diaoovering fht'Sot^^^^ 
} '\* A, \>!tS'h »v o\p^^^s\ toj «j't\»ard?' ot' i,^0 milea^ is in* which has been an oJyect of soardi lo aB  
o>Mpi'nhN f)x« K>^V»( T^v hftvr wot x\ Hh in the«» lipas.— • f«r throe centuriea i^'hcn ourcxpeditieD _ 

i>»>.Mi^ rtoM. tV «»N*v, »v KMtoin <N'M)W be t^und with ihirfy- Xorwny hMi$4s in 1S^6, ii' ^ps wmfidfaiih- ^\^ £ 
f^N ^t>vv«v o. 'fn« . ^'V. »K A»niloan bloc colw <»f the wa»4sr $ir Oeoitse B«ck wronU have achieved tb« ^^^^r 
• xvA t* Wir ip.^Mite«' a p<^f.M>^K'. deNh. There a'e arvieTa] Gulf of Booihia with the Terror's boaia. an d^ . ^^ j. 
esNSS Sy^ th< Hift^ <*: t^-Wh. N.^\ <*: 0^ Akxaader, ii^ at the month of the Gwfi TA ttr^ 
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no bltnk ia the geography of nothern America. That offi- 
cer's failare, the exhaustion of our men and means, and the 
necessity of a new wintering ground, render a fresh expedi- 
tion indispensable for the examination of the Gulf of Boo- 
thia, the circuit of which to the Strait of the Fury and 
Hecia, according to the Esquimaux accounts, cannot be 
lees than 400 or 60 'J miles. It only remains for us to re- 
commend to your approbation the pisn proposed by Mr. 
Simpson to perfect this interesting service; which, as he 
had no wish, to avail himself of the leave of absence granted, 
he is prepared to follow up whenever the limited means re- 
quired are placed at his disposal. 

We have the honor to be your most obedient humble 
■ervants, Prtir W. Dbasb, 

Thomas Simpsot. 
To the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Committee of the 

Hadaon's Bay, Co., London. 



HUtory of Ifortb Carolina. 

The first permanent settlement in North Carolina is be- 
lieved to have been formed immediately subsequently to the 
expulsion of the Quakers from Virginia, in 1662, (see Ban- 
croft's History U. States, Vol. ii ch. Carolina.) 

In that year Cistacaneu, King " of the Yeopin Indians, 
granted to George Durant the neck of land which separates ! 
Little and Perquimmons rivers, at their entrance into Albe- 
marie Sound ; and on the first of April, 1663, Sir William 
Berkley, Gov. of Virginia, granted a portion of the same 
tract to George CathmaiJ,'* under the following description, 
*^ 3,350 acres lying and being on the north side of the Roa- 
noke (now Albemarle,) abutting southerly on the said Sound, 
easterly on KaAtin (now Little) river, westerly on Perquim- 
mons, which Issueth out of the said Sound, and northeriy on 
the Owasoke creek, which issueth out of Perquimmons river 
end the woods; the same being due unto the said Cathmaid, 
per transportation of sixty-seven peraons." These are the 
oldest land titles, and **Durant*s Neck" in Perquimmons 
county, probably the eariiest settlement in Carolina. 

On the 94th of March, 1663, King Charles the Second 
granted to Edward Earl of Clarendon, George Duke of Al- 
bemarle, William Earl of Craven, John Lord Berkley, An- 
thony Lord Aahly, Sir Greorge Carterett, Sir J. Colleton and 
Sir William Berkley, all the country from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific ocean, included between the 31st and S6th par- 
allels of north latitude. The territory was erected into a 
province by the name of Carolina, of which the grantees were 
ionla proprietors. 

On the 8th of Sept 1663, Sir William Berkley, Govemor 
of Virginia, one of the proprieton, was instructed to visit the 
settlement at Albemarie and organize a regular government 
" George Drummond" was appointed governor, aabted by a 
council of six persons, and the infant colony was from that 
period known as the ** county of Albemarle, in the province 
of Carolina." 

On the 30th of June, 1665, the second charter of Charies 
tiie Second vras obtained, enlarging the powers of the gran- 
tees, and extending the boundaries of the province from the 
■onthero boundaries of Virginia (36<> 30') to Florida (29^.) 

The area of CeroUna, under this charter, was a million of 
•quare miles, quite equal to one-half the territory of the U. 
States, according to their present limit*. It included a large 
part of Mexico, all Texas, all our territory sooth of 86^ 30' 
end west of Ariuinsas, and all the cotton-growing states of 
the Union, vii : North and South Carolina, Georgia, Ten- 
nessee, Arkansas, Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana. 

The first legislative body known to the history of Carolina, 
eonvened, ac<x»rding to Chalmers (Hist Col. of South Car- 
olina, Vot n. pr S84,) in 1666, and petitioned the lords pro- 
prietors to permit the people of Albemarle, to hold their lands 
npon the same terms that the people of Virginia held theirs. 
Governor Drummond wis succeeded by Samuel Stephens, 
in October, IfiOT. He was instmcted to act with the con- 
eBRvnce of a eoondl of twelve, six of whom were to be ap- 
pointed bj himself, and the other six to be chosen by the 
delegatM of the fkeeholdera, eonstitated " the grand assembly 
ofAlbcoierle**' 

Vol. U.— 44 



On the 29th May, 1664, (''Brief Description of Carolina," 
printed by Robert Home, 1666«) Sir John Veamans, at the 
head of 800 colonists from Barbadues made the second* set- 
tlement that was attempted on the Cape Fear river. It was 
organized into ** the second government" established in Car- 
olina, and received the name of the " county of Clarendon." 
The first *' Charlcstown'* in Carolina was projected by Gov. 
Yeamans, and is supposed to have been situated at the con- 
fluence of Oidtown creek with the Cape Fear, in the county 
of Brunswick, on the plantation now owned by Thomas 
Cowan, Esq. At this period the " county of Albemarle" in- 
cluded the country between Virginia and the Cape Fear, 
and the *' county of Clarendon" was spread over the region 
between Cape Fear and Florida. 

In 1670, Govemor Sayle landed at Port Hoyal and laid 
the foundation of a *' third government in Carolina." He 
fell an early victim to the disease of the climate, and, in Au- 
gust of the following year, the authority of Gov. Yeamans of 
" Clarendon," was extended over the colony. Governor 
Yeamans removed immediately to the latter settlement, and 
in the first year of his admini^tiation founded ** Old Charle»> 
ton" on the banks of the Ashley river, which continued to be 
the metropolis of the colony until 1680, when the present 
city " Charleston" was built upon the neck of land between 
Ashley and Cooper rivers. The colonists who accompanied 
Governor Yeamans from Barbadoes to Cape Fear are be- 
lieved to have followed him with great unanimity on his mi- 
gration southward. In the year of 1690, no settler remained, 
and with his administration the history of " Clarendon" as 
an independent government ceases. ^ 

IVilmin^ton iV. C AdvtrtUer. 



* A few individuals from New England settled on the 
Cape Fear, then called Clarendon river, in 1669, and left the 
country in 1663 — see Martin's HistN. Carolina, VoL i. pp. 
126—137. 



Lav ^ Book Accounts. — "Member of the Bar" desires 
the publication of a report of the case, before the Supremo 
Court, of Streeder vs. Reeder, involving the question, how 
far a party to a suit may, under the Ohio Law, ewear to his 
book account coittaining charges of rash. The report in de- 
tail would be uninteresting, but the following will show the 
point decided : 

The question arose upon a setpofi^ which the defendant 
sought to establish by his book account, and his own oath. 
The book showed several payments of small sums in cash, 
running on for a period of some eighteen months. This 
was objected to ; and the Court admitted the evidence, decid- 
ing : ** That if, in the course of business, smaH sums are 
passing between the parties, or are paid on account of work 
and labor, aa the same progres se s, dec-, such psiyments may 
be charged on book, and proven by the party, in the same 
manner that charges for goods sold may be proven. 

Cincinnati Gax. 



Storm in Iflimit.^The VandaUa Free Press of Friday 
the 8th inst., gives the subjoined account of a destructive 
storm in the iMtrt of IlUftoi»» 

** On Sunday morning last there Waa a aevere gale of wind» 
accompanied with a heavy fall of rain. 

We learn that considerable damage wae done to thefarma 
in this vicinity, by the blowing down of fences, unroofing 
houses, dec We have also heard that aevecal bams in the 
neighborhood were blown down, or otherwise damaged. 

A gentleman informs us thai the storm wM very severe in 
Clinton county, and that some of the farmers have lost vali»* 
able stock, killed by the falling of tkaber. 

The heavy fi^ll of rain haa caused a great rise of the Kas- 
kaskia rivef « The *bottom,' two miles in width opposite thla 
place, ii at present completely inundated." 



Boiton^^Mw BviltHngt, — ^There ere one hundred and 
thirty ^onr bulfdings going op hr Boston at this thno— eighty- 
six of which are of brick, forty-four of wood, and km of 
briek and wood. Among them are two large eh arches. 
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Tide IfTaler Canal. 

At this woHc, which is now in full operation, and attracting 
■ome attention, has been Tariou^ly represented by friends and 
foes, we have taken pains to procure from an authentic source 
the annexed description. 

The Susquehanna and Tide Water Canal, now completed, 
is a continuation of the Pennsylvania State Canal, from Co- 
lumbia to Havre-de>Grace, (a distanre of 45 miles) at the head 
of the Chesapeake Bay, with a water surfiice of fifty feet, a 
depth of five feet, and locks seventeen feet by ninety, doubled 
longitudinally; it will admit boats carrying 100 tons. It is 
the last link in the great chain of improvements made by the 
States of Pennsylvania, Ohio, and New York, constructed 
at a cost of more than thirty millions of dollars, embracing 
an extent in their several ramifications of upwards of twelve 
hundred miles of canals, intenecting Lake Ontario at Sodus 
Bay, and Lake Erie at Buffalo, Erie and Cleveland. This 
being the nearest route to an Atlantic port that is now or 
ev^ can be made, all the vast countnes traversed by these 
canals, and the regions west of them, will inevitably transmit 
their commodities through this avenue ; and as they are open 
•o much earlier in the spring, and continue open so much 
later in the fiill, the trade will naturally seek this route in 
preference to the New York canals. 

Havre*de Grace is situate on the west side, and at the mouth 
of the Susquehanna river, a beautiful and elevated plain, 64 
miles, distant by water from Baltimore, and 74 miles via 
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, from Philadelphia. The 
basin is sufficiently large to accommodate IOjO boats, and 
the outlet lock of a capacity to admit sloops. 

The railroad from Philadelphia to Baltimore passes through 
Havre-de-Orace, about one- fourth of a mile below and within 
Tiew of the basin and outlet lock, which, since the opening 
of the canal, presertts a business-like appearance. Four ves- 
■els arrived at Havro-de-Grace a few days since from Port- 
land, Maine, freighted with cedar sills for the Lancaster and 
Harrisburg Railroad, an item of ascending trade for the canal 
both novel and extraordinary. 
Distanre from Middle*own, at the interaection of 

the Union and Pennsylvania Canals, via Union 

and Schuylkill Canals, to Philadelphia, 143 miles. 

Lockage, 674 feet 

Number of lodes, 61 

Distance from the same point on the Susquehanna 

to Havie^e-Graoe, 63 miles. 

Diflerence of distance in favor of Havre-de-Grace, 79 miles. 

Difference in amount of lockage 367 feet 

Dtflfereiioe in number of locks, 101 

Diatanoe from Havre-de-Graee to Philadelphia^ 

Tia Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, 74 milea. 

To which add distance from the mouth of the U. 

Canal, at Middletown, to Havre-de-Grace, ... 63 miles. 
Making total distance to Philadelphia, via Havre- 

de-Grraoe, 187 miles. 

Being tvn miles nearer than the route by the Union and 
SchuylUll Canals, with the advantage of 64 miles of sloop 
navigation. — U. S, Gazette, 

T\de Water Canal^The Havre-de-Gnce Advertiser 
states that a " very considerable increase of business has been 
experienced in the basin of the Tide Water Canal, during 
the past week. Heavy shipments of iron, coal, grain, flour, 
and other produce, have been effected, chiefly in ftvor of 
Baltimore, Philadelphia and Boston ; in exchange for whidi 
several boat loads of merchandise, some plaster and fish, 
have departed, destined for the interior. Among other arri- 
Tals we notice those of two large schoonera from Maine, with 
posts required for the completion of the Reading Railroad, 
and a large boat load of cotton from Kentucky. Thus it 
will be seen, that notwithstandmg this great work is yet in 
ita in&ncj, it is already in the full tide of iaccessful open- 
tion. ^___^ 

Steamboat Sunk, — ^The steamboat Tiittle Rock, owned by 
Capt S. Bucknor, was sunk on the 4th of April, at night, in 
Bauf river, 90 miles above the mouth. She was loaded with 
307 bales of cotton, bomid for Harrisonbuigh. 



[Reported for the Journal of Commerce.] 

U. S. CIRCUIT COURT. 
Silk TwUC not Sewing Silk. 

(Tuesday.) 

JuoGK TsoMPBoir, prendijig. 

David C. Porter d^ Co. vs. Jesse Hoyt, Collector of this 
port — This was an action to recover back duties which die 
defendant had chaiged on silk twist, on which he cfaaiswi 
duty as sewing silk. 

The plaintiffs produced evidence to show that silk twasl 
was never considered sewing silk, or so called by traden, or 
dealen in the srticle ; and that it is known as a disftinct artida 
from sewing silk. 

The District Attorney, Mr. Butler, then said he dioiiU 
not call any witnesses for the defence, nor need the plaiotilSi 
produce any further testimony, several cases of this sort bar- 
ing been alreaily tried and decided in this court But he con- 
sidered it due to the Collector and Custom-House offioere of 
this city, to state, that in the present case they have acted 
under explicit instruclions from the Treasury dcpartmcaO. 
That department had some yean since, decided that silk twial 
was liable to the duty imposed on sewing silk. Aboota 
year since, the question, for the first time received a legal d^ 
cision ; and on that occasion, it was fully establiriied by the 
witnesses on both sides, that the article was known in com- 
merce by the distinct name of twist; and that tradefa in it 
never classed it as sewing silk, or called it by that name. A 
full report of that trial was sent to the treasury depaftmsnt, 
and also reports of the subsequent trials, but as the matter 
was submitted to Congress at an earty day of the present 
session, the Secretary of the Treasury hat not denned it 
proper to recall the former instructions, by which the C<4* 
lector was instructed to exact the sewing sUk duty on twisl, 
and therefore he is not at Uberty to pursue a different eomsau 
The Collector had not the slightest personal interest in the 
matter, but is obliged to pursue the instructions of his su- 
periors. 

The Court charged the Jury, that no fault could be im- 
puted to the Collector in the matter, and that it was undoubtp 
edly proper for him to obey the instructions of the department 
until tbey saw fit to conform to the decision of courts and 
juries; but that the Court would go on and do their doty, in 
accordance with their views of the law and facts in the case, 
and in the present case as in the former onr% the Jury should 
find a verdict for the plaintifis. 

Verdict for the plaintiffs, $339. 

For plaintiffs, Henry £. Davies. 

For United Sutes, Mr. Butler. 

Bloms mnltlcanlls Contracts. 

(Wednesday.) 

Jud^e nompten pretiding, — John B. Benton va. Wil- 
liam Prince and Alfred S. Prince. This was an action of 
assumpsit, bnnight to recover damages for the non-perfoniF 
ance of a contract to deliver 200,000 cuttings, or joints of 
the Moms MulticauUs, and also the sum of #375, paid by 
plaintifis to defendants under the contract The ftcts wcie 
as follows : 

On the 19th of September, 1838, the plaintiff, who re- 
sides at Suffolk, Nansemond Co, Va., wrote to William 
Prince & Son, the defendants, at Flushing, inquiring at what 
price they would sell him 300,000 mulberry cuttings, or joints, 
and requesting them to say how much ** he must pay down 
to secure the contract" On the 84th of September the de- 
fendants answered that Ihcy would supply the propoaed num^ 
ber of cuttings at H cents per joint, and that " npon recei^ 
ing 16 per cent cash, they would send a contract— ^livera> 
ble in October." This letter reached the plaintiff on tha 
SOth September. The next mail from Suffolk for New Todc 
was on the 3d of October, by the way of Peteraburg— and 
the next mail after that, was on the 3d October, fay the way 
of Norfolk. It appeared, from the testimony of the P. M. 
at Sofiblk, that by the then eonraa of nails, it would ha«<i 
taken a letter between 6 and 6 days to go from Suffiilk to 
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New York« and that a letter tent by the mail of the Sd Oc- 
tober, by ihe way of Nerfolk, would have reached New York 
aa soon, if not eoooer, than one aent the day before by the 
way of Peleraburg. By the mail of the 3d of October, the 
plaintiff wrote to the defendants accepting the terms contain- 
ed in their letter of the 24th September, and lemittinc; $376, 
being the 16 per cent, required in a draft on New York, at 
10 days sight. At what time this tetter reached the defend- 
ants did not distinctly appear ; but on the 1 ith October, a 
clerk of theirs presented the draft for acceptance. The draft 
was accepted on that day, and duly paid at maturity, (Oc- 
tober 24,) when the defendants received the proceeds of it. 
On the 12th October, the defendsnts wrote to the plaintiff, 
•aying they had ** long aince altered their pricoa," and refusing 
to furnish the cuttings at less than two cents per joint, which 
they said was the lowest price at which any person was then 
Belling. The defendanto in this letter told the plaintiff that 
they had made an error in their former letter in oflbring to 
aell at 1^ cents; ''but would have considered themselves 
bound by it had he ordered the cuttings at that tim'e." They 
also alleged that a great sale of the morua multicaulis had 
been had at BalUmore on the 2d of October, at which the 
pricea. had advanced, and insinuated that the plaintiff had 
waited for the result of that sale before answering, which 
they denied his right to do. To induce him to take the 
cuttings on their terms, they offered, in a postscript, to throw 
in 26,000 cuttings gratis; and to pay the freight On the 
receipt of this letter, the plaintiff protested against the de- 
fendants' course, and took the ground that the three letters, 
of the 19th and 24th September, and of the 3d October, to- 
gether with the payment of the $375, made a valid contract, 
which the defendanta could not recede from, and upon the 
performance of which he insisted. A long and sharp correa- 
ponJence between the partiea ensued, which was kept up 
until February, 1839, shortly after which this suit was 
brought. In the course of the correspondence, the defend- 
anU remitted a draft for $376 to the plaintiff; which he re- 
fuaed to receive, and it remained, at the time of the Uial, in 
the hands of the defendants. 

The p]sintiff*8 counsel claimed to receive the difference 
between the contract price of 1^ cents and the market value 
in October. 1 838, when the contract was broken, which value, 
as stated in the defendanto' letter, was at least 2 cents per 
joint The counsel insisted that they were entitled to receive 
this dtflerenoe, ($1600) with interest thereon, and the $375 
and interest thereon, amounting in the whole to $2,068 12. 
^ For the defence it was prov^ that a sale waa had at Bal- 
timore on the 2d of October, at advanced prices, and that 
the steamboat sailed daily, from that place to Norfolk. The 
witness supposed that the passage was made in less than 24 
hours, but had no personal knowledge on the subject, nor did 
he know how long it took to go from Norfolk to the plaintiff^s 
residence. 

The defendants' counsel insisted that the pisintiff's letter 
was out of time, that he had probably waited to hear from 
Baltimore before answering, that there was no binding con- 
tnrt, and that if there was, the plaintiff should have tendered 
the balance of the purchase money before he could maintain 
a suit 

The court charged the jury that even if the plaintiff had 
heard the result of the sale at Baltimore, that circumatance 
could make no difference in thia case if the plaintiff's letter 
of acceptance was within a reasonable time, inaamuch aa the 
defendants' ofler contained no reference to that sale nor any 
other limitation ; that according to the course of the maila 
between Suffolk and New York, the letter of the 3d of Oc- 
tober, accepting the defendanto* offer, was in due time ; that 
the writing and aending of that letter, with the draft enclosed 
for the 16 per cent advance, completed the bargain ; that the 
contract waa also ratified by the collection of the draft ; and 
that after the positive refusal of the defendanto to execute 
the contract, it waa not necessary for the plaintiff to tender 
the balance. Upon thia charge, the jury found a verdict for 
the plaintiff for $2,062 12. 

For the plamtiff Mr. Marbnryi Mr. Butler^— Fot the da* 
MMMnla Mr* Wesleni* 



Mr* Tottemare's Pntf ect 

Of uniting the civilized Nations of the earth in social in* 
tercourso by the mutual exchange of objecto of Literature^ 
Science, and the Arts. 

Agreeable to notice published in the daily papere of this 
city, a meeting was held at the Lecture Room in Clinton 
Hall. Notwiihstonding the inclemency of the weather, it 
was well attended, and by many of our roost respcctoble 
fcliow-citizcns. The meeting was called to order by Mr* 
Philip Hone, and the following gentlemen were chosen 
oflicers — 

President Duer, Columbia College— Pre*i </«»/. 

The Rev. J. M. Walnw right. D. D., and Mr. Joseph 
Delafield, President of the Lyceum of Natural History^- 
f^ice Hrendenta. 

Samuel 0. Raymond, Esq., and Alexander £. Hosack« 
M. D. — Secretaries, 

The object of the meeting having been stated by tha 
President, the Rev. Dr. Wainwright proceeded to read tha 
Memorial to be presented to Congress by M. Alexandra 
Vattemare. 

The Reverend gentleman premised the memorial with soma 
pertinent remarks, terminated by the reading of a Letter 
which had been addressed to Mr. Vattemare by the late Enk 
peror of the Turks, in reference to this great project. 

The Secretary was then requested to read a more detailed 
account of the manner auggested by Mr. Vattemare to ao* 
complish this desirable object; but as the remarks then made 
by Mr. Raymond and the aeveral gentlemen who addressed 
the meeting had in a great measure superseded the necessity, 
it was dispensed with. 

The follovring Resolutions, expressive of the sense of tha 
meeting, were then offered by the Rev. Mr. Dewey, when 
the importsnce and advantoges to be mutually derived by tha 
aucceasful carrying out of the acheme of Mr. Vattemare waa 
fully and most eloquently discussed. 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting that the plan 
of M. Alexandre Vattemare, for the exchange of duplicata 
specimens of objecto in Literature, Science, and the Arts, ia 
one worthy of the attention of all enlightened Govemmenta. 

Resolved, That the adoption of this plan by the general 
government, and that of the Stote of New York, must be of 
peculiar advantoge to this community, and to the Union ia 
general, and that we therefore recommend it to the fevorablo 
notice of Congreas and the State Legislature. 

Reaolved, That we entertoln a high and grateful sense of 
the genius of M. Vattemare in inventing, and of hia laborioua 
and disinterested exertions in propagating a plan calculated 
to advance the interesto of humanity, and to unite the nationa 
of the civilised world in bonds of reciprocal benefit 

Mr. Philip Hone also called the attention of tha meeting 
to some of the varioua pointa of view in which counfrica 
entering into the proposed plan would be particularly bena- 
fited, and ended by proposing that the proceedings of tha 
meeting be published in the daily papers, ain! also thst a copy 
of the same be forwarded to M. Alexandre Vattemare, when* 
upon the meeting adjourned, sine die, 

W. A. DUER, Preaide&t 

Josr. M.WAI5 WEIGHT, ^y.p^j^ 
JoBEPM DsLAriKLD, J » »« «^iww«»w. 

Samuel a, Raymond, -> g^cj^j.^^ 
JUexander E, JtoMack, > 

System off Exclianget. 

Memorial of Alexandre Vattemare, Febmaiy 5, 1^^. 
Referred to the Coounittee on the Libraiy. 

To the Honorable the Senate and Houoe of BepreeentQm 
lives of the United Statee of Aineriea^ m Conjreee 
attembled: 

The memorial of Alexandre Vattemare, elector of tha de- 
partment of the Seine and Oise, (France,) 

REariCTFULLT sbowkth: 

"Hiat, at the Inalance chiefly of ycrar meroorialiit, aiyitom 
of ezchangea haa commenced between tha Govanunenli and 
literary institutions of the diflinent nationa in Eonpeb by 



348 



MEMORIAL OF MR. VATTEMARE. 



[Mat, 



which bookfl, naton) prodoetKOiifl^ and works of art poneaMd 
by the one are tmaferred, for an equivalent value, to another 
which may need them. This system has been urged by the 
following considerations, which form parts of the memoriala 
he has had the honor to present, and which have be<>n acted 
upon by the legislative bodies of his native country, and have 
been successful in uniting others in the joint effort to extend 
and difluse knowledge beyond the limits to which race. lan> 
guage, or political boundaries, have a tendency to confine it 

All the great establishments founded by Governments to 
promote science and the aits, museums, collections, galleries, 
and libraries, possess, besides the riches they spread out to 
▼iew, others which their own abundance condemns to actual 
sterility : these are duplicates, which are necessarily, but with 
regret, consigned to dust and oblivion. 

There is not a great city in Europe that does not reckon 
myriads of such valuable but useless treasures. In 1835, 
the library of Munich had 200,000 duplicates; that of Jena, 
1 2,000 ; that of St. Petersburg. 54,000. At Vienna, 30,000, 
among which is a great number of works printed previous to 
A. D. 15*20, (which, from their rarity, are of great value,) 
were shut up in warehouses. The section of entomology of 
the Brazilian museum alone, in the latter city, has 25,000 
duplicates. Every where, in fact, (for no enumeration, how- 
ever long, would suffice to exhibit the state of things,) there 
are to be found, side by side with the collections open to the 
student and the curiosity of the public, entombed collections, 
forgotten libraries, unknown museums, whose treasures are 
useless to science, and lost to the world. 

In this way these public establishments have remained 
strangers to the great movement of progress and generaliza- 
tion which characterizes the present epoch. 

Science overleaps the boundaries which political systems 
Interpose between nations. All the men consecrated by its 
worship are bretheriu Among them remains no distinction 
of country, no political divisions; from one end of the world 
to the other they understand each other's tongue ; the discov- 
ery of one is the triumph of all ; and, thanks to this fraternity 
of talent, this federal union of intelligence, science is elevated, 
and daily extends the empire of civilization. In his travels 
throughout Europe, your memorialist, if he be permhted to 
apeak of bis own efforts, has laid the foundation of a general 
system of exchange. He has obtained from tlie learned, 
from the directors of public establishments, from ministers, 
and, in some cases, from the sovereigns themselves, the as- 
surance that they are anxious and willing to enter into a 
well regulated system for the exchange of duplicates. 

Nay, the system does not remain an unproductive project ; 
already, within four yean from the date at which it was first 
presented to the world, nearly two millions of volumes of 
books have been withdrawn from dust and oblivion, and 
placed in situations where they have assumed their real 
value. 

In France alone, where, although first proposed, the sys- 
tem was last adopted, six hundred thousand volumes have 
been forwarded to a central depot, either for internal ex- 
change, or to draw duplicates from foreign countries. The 
pi ogress of the plan has had the effect not only of calling 
into activity the buried treasures of former ages, but has, by 
a very anaxpected result, led to an interchange of modem 
productions. 

The enlightened pubUaliArs of the kingdom of Saxony, 
where, at Leipsic, is seated the great literary mart of the 
Teutonic race, have seen that their interests are t-j be pro- 
moted by its operation, and have pressed upon the govem- 
meniifive copies of eveiy woik which they emit from the 
press, seeing that the triHing advanture. acting as an adver- 
tisement, returns in profit a thousand fold. 

The same proposal has been made in France. The pub- 
lishers of Paris have offered to place five copies of every 
pew work at the disposal of government, on condition that 
three of them shall be exchanged Cor literary or scientific 
productions of other countries. 

In tho United States the law slready requires the deposit 
of two copies of every new work, a condition of cop3rright 
which IS considered a hardship, and but ill obeorved, because 
no benefit ia derived to the proprietors firom the act 



The volumes thoa depoaitfld, rol in dost or an 
by the worm. But should an additional number be distrib- 
uted at the cost of the government, a cost well repaid id • 
valuable return, to the enlightened coontries of the old woiU, 
a demand would infallibly arise for American books now na* 
known, except within narrow limits, or confined in diioln* 
tion in the United States alone. 

Of all countries in the world, America will have the moat 
to gain in enteiing into this plan. The libraries of Eoropc; 
splendid, copious, and rich, have been the slow accnmnlatioa 
of neariy four centurieai Few in the United States csb 
date back half a century. If our beet endowed public in- 
stitutions possess works which bhow the present state of 
science, and the triumphs of modem literature, they ai« 
wanting in all that can be called the history of art, of science, 
and of the gradual progress of the homsn mind, from tka 
time that Faust and Guttemburgh first called into actkntbat 
mighty engine, which has established the future liberty of 
the human race, upon the basis of intelligence onivcrnOy 
diffused and every where accessible. 

It may be said that the United States, where filerary col- 
lections are but of modem origin, and duplicates of bocto 
have been rarely accumulated, has but little to ofler in Iht 
way of exchange. This is, however, far from being the case. 
Wanting printed books, the natural productions of the coun- 
try, specimens of the animal, the vegetable, and die mineral 
kingdoms, more particularly the fboil remains of a more 
early period of the earth's existence, are sought and inqoind 
for with avidity in Europe, and would command returns ten- 
fold of any value that (he cost of obtaining them on the spot 
would amount to. Thus, it is said to be notorious, that sev- 
eral skeletons of the mastodon, the mighty brethren of those 
which ornament the collection of the Jardin des Pfamfes^ and 
make rich the museum of Philadelphia, have been marked 
and the locality recorded. There is no museum in Europe 
that would not consider such a skeleton cheaply purriiased 
by thousands of duplicate volumes. If the United Stales as 
yet produce no very great number of original literary and 
scientific works, they are more prolific in inventions in the 
useful arts than any other nation, and are remarkable for im- 
provements in the engines used in agriculture, manufiMtnreik 
and in practical mechanics. Models of these would be in 
great request in Europe, and would command a ridi ntura. 

In the United States, where a General Govemment com- 
bines in union a number of sovereign states, the central ad- 
ministration may not feel the duty or see it to be widiin its 
limited authority, to enter into any systems of exdianges lor 
its own account except so fiir as the law of copyright, or ihe 
gift of individuals pUuan in its power. But it is, by the 
Constitution, the organ of communicatioD with foreign na- 
tions ; and the scat of Government is the focus in which m 
annually collected the wisdom of Ihe separate statca. To 
your honorable houses, therefore your memorialist fint di- 
rects his appeal. No sordid motives influence him in his 
petitions ; from its successful result he can reap no other 
benefit than the consciousness of having performed a du^ 
which he owes to his species, and strengthened the bonoi 
which link in friendship the long-separated racca of the fam* 
ily of man. 

Your memorialist does not venture to do more than to 
bring his project with the written sanctions which it has 
already received from all that is highest in station in Euro- 
pean Governments, from those of France and England to 
that of Turkey, before you. He would therefore limit liis 
prayer to a request that his memorial be referred to an ap- 
propriate committee for connderation in order that it may r^^ 
port such measures as its wisdom rosy judge expedient in 
the premises. Were he to venture any suggestion on the 
subject, it would be, that the librarian of Congress, under the 
direction of the joint library committee, be tuthoritcd to 
open correspondences with the executives of the several 
States of the Union, and with the representatives of for- 
eign powers, for the purpose of obtaining catalogues of such 
articles as might be available for exchange on the part of 
the United States, or disposable as a return on the part of 
foreign nations; end that, for the purpose of making a b^ 
ginning, the copies vk hich are now by law directed to be d^^ 



1840.) 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



849 



posted in tliA Department of State of eveiy copyright book, 
or engraving, with the printed reporti of the two Houses of 
CongieM, be placed at the diapoial of the library committee 
ibr the purpose of exchange. Convinced ibat a beginning 
alone is necessary, and that the advantages of hu projects 
will develop themselves in a manner to encourage and repay 
any more extensive action, your memorialist refrains from any 
further euggesUon. ALEXANDRE VATTEMARE. 
New Yoik« December 10, 1839. 



Topograpby of Georgia. 

The following table exhibits the number of acres of land 
In each county, and likewise the number of acres contained 
in the State of Georgia, agreeable to the maps and records in 
the office of the surveyor^enera]. 



Appling, 680,426 

Baker, 899,397 

Balkwin, 166,160 

Bibb, 153,563 

Biyen* 276,480 

Bulloch, 605,440 

Burke, 665,600 

Butts, 113,030 

Camden, 720,000 

CempbeO, 147,963 

Carroll, 482,180 

Cass, 439,130 

Chatham, 268,800 

Chattooga, 323,986 

Cherokee, 467,780 

Claik, 179,200 

Cobb, 406,961 

Columbia, 320,000 

Coweta, 282,881 

Crawford, 250,319 

Decatur 707,609 

DeKaib 281,253 

Dade, 112,235 

Dooly 650,693 

Eariy 602,549 

Effingham, 310,400 

Elbert, 327,680 

Emanuel, 753,920 

Fayette, 218,804 

Floyd, 317,343 

Forsyth, 183,515 

FrankUn 499,200 

Gilmer, 530,572 

Glynn, 253.440 

Greene, 268,800 

Gwinnett, 347,083 

Habersham, 408,476 

Hall, 258,277 

Hancock, 288,640 

Harris, 297,680 

Heard 165,763 

Heniy 333,549 

Houston, 392,884 

Irwin, 1,269,426 

Jackson, 337,920 

Jasper, 245,760 

Jefierson, 876,320 



Jones, . . . « 241,920 

Laurens, 450,560 

Lee 310,203 

Liberty, 393,600 

Lincoln, 126,720 

Lowndes, 1,238,203 

Lumpkin, 396,025 

Macon 240,308 

Madison, 124,800 

Marion, 350,562 

Mcintosh, 422,200 

Merriwether, 335,885 

Monroe, 302,623 

Montgomery, .... 407,680 

Morgan, 228,480 

Murray. 407,740 

Museogee, ...... 29 1 .9U3 

Newton, 256,299 

Oglethorpe, 286,720 

Paulding, 428,619 

Pike. 266.962 

Pulaski, 515,355 

Putnam, 236,800 

Rabun 249,515 

Randolph, 519.968 

Richmond, 20 1 ,600 

Scriven 345,600 

Stewart, 482,170 

Sumter, 369,857 

Talbot, 831,468 

Taliafeno. 86,400 

Tatnall, 761,600 

Tenfair, 264,960 

Thomas, 900,720 

Troup, 280,100 

Twiggs 231,680 

Union, 419.167 

Upson, 184,580 

Walker, 399,663 

Walton, 164,015 

Ware, 879.360 

Warren, 274.560 

Washington,.... 416.720 

Wayne, 880,160 

Wilkes, 323,840 

Wilkmson, 288,000 



Total, 35,515,526 



Mltteoroh^caL — A stetement of the quantity of rain 
that has finllra at Cincinnati, from January till April inclu- 
ttve; in the years 1839 and 1840. 

1839. 1640. 

Janiuy 8 1-10 in. January 2 9.10 in. 
February 2^ ** February 4 5-8 

March ^ - March 5 

AprU 2 " April 5} 



u 



10 MO 18 4.10 

Snow calculated at 5 inches to one of rain^-J. L. 

Ci'is. Daily Gax» 



' CoiMllllon of tho Olilo BaiilLt. 

March 81, 1840. 

Capitel $10,013,110 09 

Circulation. 4,149,766 57 

DueDepositors, 1.806,632 06 

Doe other Banks, • 662,538 36 

Other liabilities, 1,55.5,840 11 

Notes discounted, $12,637,963 67 

Specie, 1,438.994 01 

Notes of other Banks, 820,741 89 

Due from other Banks, 900,965 85 

Steteand otherStocks, 878,394 79 

Real and personal estate, 563,846 75 

Other resources, 856,980 18 

Ohio Life and TVust Co. not included. 

Compiled from Ohio Siateomaa, 

The Wheat Crs^.— The Frederick (Md.) Herald of Satur« 
day has the followmg paragraph. We hope it may prove, 
on further examination, to apply but to a small portion of 
that fertile district The promise, throughout the country at 
large, is one of great abundance, and the weather is favorable 
to its realization :^ 

The Wheat Crop. — Several gentlemen fiotD the country 
inform us that the fly is making dreadful ravages upon the 
wheat crop, and that upon examination they find that the 
promising prospect of a fine crop is not about to be realised. 

The Growing' fV/teai Crop. — ^We regret to learn from 
various sections of the country that the Meooian Fly hat 
already made ite appearance in the wheat fields. In Buck* 
County it has done some injury. 

In Chester County, the Viila^e Hecord of ^t 19th inst 
says — We are informed that much of tbe Wheat crop which 
two weeks since looked very flourishing, has been attacked 
by the fly, and is sufiering severely. 

Nettian Fly, — ^The West Chester American Star of the 
19th inst says — ^''We regret to learn from Farmers in out 
vicinity that this destructive insect is ravaging the Wheal 
fields to a considerable extent" 

The Easton, Maty laud Gazette of Saturday aays^*<The 
Hesaian fly is doing serious injury to the Wheat in this and 
the adjacent counties." 



Connecticut State Priton i?e/»erf.«— The report of the 
Directors and Warden of the State Prison, exhibite a con- 
tinued state of prosperity in tbe aflSUrs of this institutipn. 
The amount of profito for the last year ie ^511 19, whi^ 
considering the nature of the times and the present state of 
business, is doing remarkably well. 

The average number of convicto for the last year bee 
been ahont 25 less than the average of the last five years, 
and of course a corresponding diminution of tbe labor 
would take place while the general expensea have been 
about the same. 

The whole number of convicte on the let of April, 1839, 
vras 183. Of this number 54 hare been discharged by expi- 
ration of sentence, 8 by pardon, one by orJer of Court, and 
^ve have died, — leaving in imprisonment at the prssent 
time, 169. 

Among the pria<mers are seven females, and foity4bttr 
colored peraona. Tbe proportion of colored persons ia uup 
natural, since in the ratio of our population it diould be 
only aliout 3 per cent whereas it ie 26. — AVw ffaven Her. 



Cal&'mVew— Profossor Silliman and the Savans of Ameri- 
ca have agreed to call by the name of CatUnite, the mii^ 
oral sulMtance of which the Indiana make their caloiete or 
pipes of peace. Mr. Catlin, the enterprising traveller, waa 
the first to bring into tbe regions of civilized life an un- 
manufactured specimen of this curious rock, and we believe^ 
the first European allowed to approach the quarry. 



TABLE OF TRIENNIAL ASSESSMENTS 



TABI.E OF TBIENinAI. ASSESSldEirrS Ilf PHII.ADEI.FHIA. 

Tlie following Table sbnna the Anened Value of the Real buJ Fenonal Propenj in lbs aerenl Warda and Toiwn^iipm 
of (he City and Coqnty of Philadelphia, aacertaiiied from tlie booki of aiwaiBiieiit in llie offire of the Coun^ Conuoiaaiuaan, 
•amameil at the irieiuiial aaaeaamenta made in the years 1B'J9 to 183y inclusive. Itnitl beaeen thatin 1638 the prapotf. 
ml and penonil. in the citj and countf, naa amswd ni about $6 '.OOUgUUU, which i> probably not mora ih 
nal Tallies bi ten ;ean it will be obwned, the aauaeJ value ha**"- ' 



Upper Debwira Ward, . 

Loner Delaware, 

High Street, 

Cheanul, 

Walnut, 

Dotk, 

PiDe,. 



N«w Market,.. 
Cedar 



Middle, 

North 

South Molbeny 

North Mulbeny, 

N. Libertiea, lat Ward, . 



tSoulhwaifc, lat 






Blo^lcT,.. 
Roibocoagh,. . . . 
Oarmanlowo,. . . 

BtuUA, 

Lower DaUiD,. . 
Bjbaiy, 



I,6B8,3T3| 
3,944,224 
3,101,523 
2,S37,B34 
1,914,678 
1,265,806 
1,263,8; 
635,6 
1,646,943 
1,459,116 
1,341,680 
1,704,199 
1,064,387 
TU,173 
787,420 
877.856 
644,089 
463,818 



733,749 
630340 
384,788 
688,453 
409,099 
73BAS9 
880,708 
*»9,7S7 
881,658 
91,630 
681,176 
833,178 
3,610,734 



3,465 
7,346 
1,360 
3,330 
3,456 
8,630 
8,330 
9,866 
7,646 
6,147 
3,745 
2,850 
1,176 
1,785 



' 67^058 


'3,410 


' 5391145 


'4;770 


i,307i060 


'aioM 


986,118 


43I6 



10,643 
18,963 

9,760 
31,643 

8,980 
15,780 

7,3*7 

8,667 
13,915 
13,560 
36,880 



$1,373,154 
1,636,""* 
3,256,713 

3,259,439 
3,163,346 



880,132 
1,797,036 
1,807,086 
1,643,490 
1,639,663 
1,209,019 
872,638 
735,31 
637,760 
536,537 
664316 
663,147 
4323SO 
456,485 
1,165,837 
836,218 
639,140 



e36,S49 



1,036,494 



783,093 
664,766 
361,304 
764,889 
426,115 
661,640 
319,980 
427,339 
193,661 



$3,070 
6,636 
6,069 
6,350 
2,530 
7,687 
1,535 
3370 
3,626 



13« 
3,140 
3,916 
4,900 
3,060 
1,000 



6,61 
IO3O8 
11337 
19,774 
10,300 
33371 



t87036fl**M91,lB8 $863,960 $45.730,266 (2 



31.383,881 
1,647.686 
3,186,678 
3,322,61 
3,864,793 
1,767,067 
1,16 
1,04 
1339,118 
2,004333 
1,974,746 
1,947370 
2,155,979 
1,387,B22 
1,048,030 
728,91 r 
658330 
666363 
617,687 
691,760 
483,786 
603,694 
811,350 
9973B6 
659347 
764,882 
394,085 
230,260 
347,460 
385,563 



817,41 
460366 
631,471 
246,639 
446,063 
166,774 
83314 
631339 
643,068 
670330 





1839. 


a 


Redpn^- 


PenoMl 


' 


perty. 




$3,360 


J13I636C 


»3,M0 




1.706,26^ 


63*8 




3,414.72^ 


6364 


6,486 


3300,46! 


5378 


8,67C 


2,386,651 


3,680 


734J 


2,025,0H 


7351 


1,64( 


1,184,476 


1330 


8.53C 


1,084,17( 


2.670 


3,75C 


13403 1! 


8,970 


934c 


8,123,3«( 


8,760 


6,S8( 


8304,S3( 


8,640 


10,167 


1,908,471 


103*8 




8,518,005 




6,3W 


1,666,789 
1,153,638 
778|32^ 


63I6 


3,03C 


3350 


3,96C 


3,170 


131s 


676341 


1320 


3,075 


616,711 


3,165 


8,04C 


705,46< 


3,260 


1,482 


735,3H 


1,636 




512,66: 




3,166 


603,16! 


3,375 


6,11s 


783,605 


3387 




948,18- 


3,260 


2,110 


77e,45( 


3,340 


l,64fl 


1,04133< 


1370 


1.630 


320,031 




I3SO 


839.485 




3,360 


378,47( 


2,540 


1,960 


32B,78( 


3.120 


2,74C 


438,441 


2390 




738,75E 


1,160 






1^40 




874,aa 


670 


2,780 


437331 


1,040 




436,471 


1350 


6.730 


1,876,98- 


7360 


11,416 


696,47; 


11,735 


11,438 


3003«1 


11,667 



For the completion of the above inlereAing and nlaable Table, the Reporter acknowt 
labor and peraeveranee of Mr. Samuel Rolibini, the 3d Cleric to the Coonl; CarnmiiiiiuierB 
of iteartwo weeki, through 181 booka, in order to arrive at aome genaral atatkliea which w< 
«f the LcgiiUluT*, preparaloiy lo laying a State tax. 

* Until 18J3, ihii Diitiict wai included in Penn Townahip. 
f Until 1836, Keniington waa two Diatrirta, dMJgaala] ai Eatf and 
i Until 1838, Southwaik waa two Diatricta, deotgnated u Eaat and 
[PhMc ledger. 



BANK LAW OF NEW YOKK. 



Bank lAW •! Mew T»Tk. 



Sec I. Tha ueond Kction of the act enliiled "Ad Act 
to ■uthorimlhebiiaincnor twnkini;." piunedApiil l^, I8j8, 
ia hereby smended, au u to read ufollowa: Wheneiersny 
penon or uwciMJon of person*, formed for Iba purposs of 
IMDking. under the proiMion* of ibis act, ■hall lantuJly (r>n>- 
fer to the complroller any portion of iho public rtoek i«ned 
or to be i»UM by ihii itite. *uch person or ■nnciiiion of 
penona, ahall be enlitled to receive from the comptroller an 
•quit amount of luch circululingnolea of different ilenuminii' 
tiona, regiitereJ and countenujincil  afomaid; but auch 
p^>lic Block ahall in all caret be, oi ba maJe lo be, equal to 
a itock of thia alale producing fire per oenL per annum ; and 
it ^U not be lanful for the comptrolier (o lake aueh atock 
*t  rate above ita p«r tbIus, noi aboTe ita current market 
nliKi. 

Sac. 3. The proiirioiu of the aaid aecond aection ahall 
not be construed lo preTsnl tha alocks now held by (he comp- 
tloUer under the act hereby amended, from being hereafter 
Iranaferred to and receited hy him at their market Talue in 
the nme manner aa though thia set bad not been paacd. 

Sec 3. No aaaodaiion of pfraona ahall 
biuineaa of banking under the aaid act, until lUch 
tion ahall han depoaited irith Ihe comptroller the  
required by law, tn the amount of one bundred tboni 

Bee. i. No banking aasocialion or Individual banki 
auch ahall iaaue or put in circulation any bill or nole of 
Maociation, or individual banker, unlna the aame ahall be 
made payable on demand and without inlerett; end every 
violacian of this KCtion by any officer or member of 

ing aasocialion or by any individual banker, ahall be 

and adjudged a misdemeanor, punlihable by fine oftmpriaon- 
ment. or both, in the diacrellon of the eoutl having cagni- 

8ec. i. It shell be the duty of the comptroller to recalye 
Diudlatcd circulating notea isiued by him, and to deliver in 
Ueu thereof other circulating notes to the same amount. 

fiec. 6. The thirty-third lection of the act hoieby amend- 
ed ia repealed. 

Sec 7. Whenever the aecurities depoaited for the redemp- 
tion of circniatjiig notes ahall in tbe opinion of the comp- 



be paid by the perann procuring tbe cervicr^ to be performed 
for which such asuiciaiion or hanker ehall be liable, but no 
part of the sccurillca deposited by aucb asrouation or banker 
shall be Bppliei! lu the payment of such free. 

Sec 1 1 . Every banking association and individual bank- 
carrying on banking businF'HT||*'vho shall hercafiei caiiy 
I hanking business uoiffit^hi^m tooulLoriz^tliB bueineu 
of banking, elinll be ffijriFl l^thfi^ctlion Aid tdpenision 
of Ihe bank com nii!siDners,'n hose ponera and dulira aball 
be the same m respect to said banking asaociation or indi- 
idual banker, as they are or may be in respecl to any of the' 



f< ■'-' 



■orpornl 



I of thia 



Sec. 13. In case of the said aisocialiona or individual 
bankers shall refuse to submit ita books, pipera and coocenia 
to the inspeciian of >aid commiseiuneia or either of them, ot 
whose ofRceis shall tcfuw to submit to be ciamined upon 
oath loiichiog Ihe concerns of such asaociation or individual 
banker, by said commissionera or eilher of them, or which 
shall be found to have violated any law of this stale binding 
upon such association or individual banker, such aHvdalloit 
or individual lunker, shall ba liable to be proceeded against 
by said commiuionera in the same manner and wilh <hr like 
eOecI aa any Incorporated bank may be proceeded against 
for a violation of its charter. 

Sec. 13. I'here ahall be appointed one additional bulk 
commisdoner nhoae style and term of office, poweia, dutie% 
compensation and manner of appointment shall be the samo 
aa those of tbe present commissiuner*. The sstsry of such 
cummissionen ahall be paid quarterly by the treasurer on tha 
warrant of tha comptroller and the amount thereof retained 
by the comptroller, and paid into the the treasury ont of tbe 
interests upoa the aecnritiea deposited with the comptrollen 
by the saiil banking associations and individual bankers, ia 
proportion to the amount of aecurilies deposited by each. 

Bee 14. Nothing in tbe act hero amended ahall be euH 
aimed to prevent any body corporate, which may have pow- 
er to hold, receive or tianafer ebsres of public debt, bank 
atock, or the like personal property from also balding, receir- 
ing, or transferring any transGnable aharea of the stock of 
aasociations organiied under the said act. 

Statf tf JV'ew Tork, SecrtCary't Office i 
Thia Act having been approTed and dgned by the Oover> 
nor, on the Hlh day of May, 1810, 1 do hereby certify, that 
Ihe nme became a law on that day. 

JoBH C. SraseiB, 
Secretary of Stale. 



-In your paper of May 14, is a notice at 
J protracted ministry, of tha Re». Father 
1 — I now send yon an aeeouDt of one of 
d dcrgymen, which is still mors ramarkable. 
imaa Smith, son orThomas Smith merchant 
< married Mary Cumm May 9, ITOI,) was 
, March 10, 1703— graduated at Harvard 
tudieddiTtnily, and on Jane 119, 17SS, went 
w Portland) a* Chaplain to tbe garriaon — 
tie waa ordained aa ministrr of the Goape^ 
ontaining 64 families, and occupying tha 
WIM. He died May 33, ITSG, in his 94th 
ialercd to the people 69 yeara and 1 1 montha. 
J yewa, tbe oldeat graduate on Harvard cata- 
ui Palar, iiu a considerabia tima, next oolj 

Dean, anthor of the New England Farmery 
[league to Mr. Smith, Oct, 17, 1764, and tha 
chola of thia city, ai colleague to Mr Dean 
pho, at the age of 66, i* now pastor of tha 
having been but three ministen in this cod- 

period of 1 13 yean, and those eoUeagnaa< 
indenof thiscity,nowin his SSdyear, isK 

Rev. Thomas Smith. Mr. Smith kept • 
I for 68 yean, which has been pabliahed hj 
at PoriUnd.— fsMX Stfiuer. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 



Wam. 




FarUier of tlie IVatcbes Gale. 

We find in the New Orleans Picayune of the 13th inst 
the following additional particulara of the late terrible tor- 
nado at Natchez. 

from the office of Free Trader, 

the 11 th instant, and, 

e killed and woand- 

lation to the loss of 



We yesterday receiTi 
brought by i^ Diana. 
% ^ )^. althoughjt^oes no^' 
V>^ ^ >^\3,' foririSA Edition 




buildings and proper^.* 

The Free Trader estimates the entire loss of property to 
^the city of Natchez as more than five millions of dollars ! 
The fint estimate made $1,25U,000 took in the damage sus- 
tained by bniidings alone. When to this is added the im- 
mense quantities of merchandise, provisionf , goods of various 
kinds, furniture, &c. &.C. dec. clear-headed and practical men 
think that at least four millions of doUan more would fall 
short of the real loss. The quantity of pork, bacon, butter, 
lard and vegetables stored at the landing was immense. Many 
ladies lost elegant and valuable wardrobes, and were depend- 
ent on friendship for the initial vestments with which they 
covered themselves afier they had been reduced to a state of 
almost entire nudity by the tornado. 

The Natchez theatre is a pile of shapeless ruins, beyond 
recovery. The entire square, surrounded by the walls, and 
partly covered by the pile of the Railroad Depot, late one of 
the largest and noblest edifices of the kind in any city in the 
Union is covered with the wreck of tower, walls and roofs. 
From this immense mass of rubbish, several wounded per- 
sons and dead bodies have been dug, and the work of re- 
moving the huge pile of brick and timber was commenced 
on Sunday evening. 

The beautiful and spendid villa of Andrew Brown Esq. at 
which place the most gorgeous and splendid fete ever got up 
in Natchez was given last year to the ci^ guests from Vicks- 
burg, is totally ruined. — ^The cost of its erection was sixty or 
■eventf thousand dollars. 

From the immense ruins of Parker's Southern Exchange, 
Messrs. Paris and Bemish were dug alive after a confinement 
of an hour or two, and the dead body of Moses, a mort yalu- 
able servant; it is possible that there may be one or two more 
bodies still in those ruins. 

The Planter's Hotel, formerly called ' Our House,' situated 
on the brow of the bluff was blown down the precipice. 
Many men were known to have been in the house at the 
time ; and it has become painfully evident to the senses that 
the n(Md decomposition of flesh is going on under the tim- 
bers of that house. 

Eleven dead bodies have been taken firom the ruins of the 
Steamboat Hotel, which have all been removed by the gangs 
of slaves of Col. Surget, Mr. Cros^grove, and others, gener- 
ously sent in by those wealthy planters. 

Of the number and names of the dead we cannot now 
speak with certainty. This subject is committed by a public 
meeting to a committee of these gentlemen, who will report 
as soon as any certainty can be arrived at. 

There appeara to be a general turning out of the citizens 
of the adjoining towns for the relief of the Natchez sufierers. 
Grand Gulf, Rodney and Vicksburg had each come forward 
nobly to their relief. As yet a sufficient time has not elapsed 
to hear of the arrival of the delegation from this city. 

Force of the Tornado at Natehez,'^'We conversed yes- 
terday with an intelligent flatboat man, who was almost mi- 
raculously saved, with his boat, at the recent tornado at 
Natchez. He says that it is impossible to describe the im- 
mense force of the hurricane. Singular as it may seem, he 
states that shot which had probably been blown from some 
store in the town, lodged in the bacon hams afler the top of 
hia boat had been blown off 1 Many of these shot merely 
struck in the hams while othera came with so much force 
that they were imbedded out of sights He further states that 
lo the best of his knowledge there were from seventy-five to 
one hundred flatboats lying at the landing, and that not over 
fifteen or twenty, at tfie outside, were saved f When shall 
WB knew Hm worst ofieelB of this lamentabk and di s a sti o ua 



Hail Stomu'^An nnoommonly severe hail slonii paased 
through this and several adjacent counties on Friday eveaing 
8th insL Much damage was done to trees and crops, and th* 
window glass broken in almost every house that was in tbo 
range of the storm. The hail stones wereof an nnosoallf 
large size, so large as to kill the birds in the forests. Tba 
storm poased to the North and East of Frankfort leaving the 
town a few miles ont of its range. — Frankfort {Kjf,) Cam*. 

Appoint oaemta by tlio Prealdeaty 

My and vith the advice and coneeni of the Senate. 

J. P. B. Wilmer, to be a Chaplain in the Navy from the 
rthofMareh, 1839. 

Rodman Lewis, to be a Chaplain in the Navj Inim tlie 
13th of March, 1839. 

Thomas B. Nalie, to be a Purser in4he Navy from iSbm 
17th October, 1839. 

Thomas P. McBtair, to be a Purser in the Navy from the 
lUh November, 1839. 

Thomas Ea»tin, to be Navy Agent for the port of Pensa- 
cola, West Florida, for four yean from the lOih May, iftiO, 
when his present commission will expire. 

Joseph W. Cuitis, to be a Second Lieutenant in the Ma- 
rine Corps firom the ith of May, 1B40. 



ffil/iam and JIfary.— This venerable seat of Isaraing 
continues to prosper. A catalogue of the students ezhibiti 
140 martriculates during the present aession — ^the Isrgest 
number, we believe, since the foundation of the institnfion. 
The abiUty of the faculty is an earnest that the number inB 
be augmented eveiy year. — Hichmond ifhij* 



Scvin^o Bank Notet* — On the first of May, Chanoeilor 
Bibb made an order restraining Messre. Lougee & Moore 
from redeeming afler 60 days from the date of the order, the 
checks of Otis Arnold 6c Co., payable at the Savings Bank 
of Louisville. The holders of these checks or notes would 
do well t^present them for payment within the 60 days. 

[Louitvilie Jauma/, 

Nova Scotia CoaL — We understand firom a gentleman 
who received the information from the Agent of the Nova 
Scotia Coal mines, that there were imported into the United 
States in 1839, firum these mines 67,632 chaldmnii equal to 
about 101,448 tons. 

James Schott, Esq., has resigned the Prssidenoy of die Gi- 
rard Bank, and Charies S. Boker, been elected PresideoL 

Amos Kendall, Esq., Post Master General of the United 
States has resigned, and J. M. Niles of Connocticttt been ap- 
pointed to succeed him. 

Churchill C. Cambreleng of New Toik, haa been aiipauii^ 
ed Minister Plenipotentiary to Russia. 



The articles relating to the Connecticut Historical Cefe- 
bration, in one of our late numbers, was unintcntionally 
omitted to be credited to Connecticut Courant 



We tender our thanks to the Secretary of State of Bfaiy- 
land for the Geological Report for 1889. 

CCj' The UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL AND 
STATISTICAL REGISTER, is poblished eveiy Wednes- 
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imPOBTANT BEcisiorr, 

la il&e U. 8« Court tor the Eastern District of 

PcnmsylvMilA* 



District Court of the 
U- States for the EoMt- 
jerti Diitrict of PenntyU 
'vania. Information for 
forfeiture. 



TRI UNtTSD STATES, 

36 caies of cloilis, 16 cases of 
cassimeres, I case of cloths 
and cassimeresy and 21 pieces 
of pilot cloths. 

Claimants, John Taylor, Jr., and Blackburn & Co. 
This cause came on to trial before Judge Hopkinson, and 
a Special Jury, March 10, 1840. 

The information contained thirteen counts. 

1. Charged — That the goods were brought from a foreign 

Xort into some port or place in the United Slates, to the 
Itomey of the United States yet unknourn, and were 
unladen and delivered from the vessel in which they had 
been brought, without any permit or special license from 
the collector or naval officer or any other competent officer 
of the customs, and 

2. Charges, that the goodti were brought into the port of New 
York, and there unladen and delivered without a permit. 

5. That the said good^r were found concealed in a certain 
store in the occupation of William Blackburn & Company 
at the port of Philudelphia, the duties on the said goods 
not having been paid or secured to bo paid. 

4. That the said goods were on their importation entered at 
the office of the collector of New York — and that on each 
and every of the entries an invoice of the goods included 
in the entry was produced and left witli the collector. — 
That the said goods were not invoiced according to the 
actual cost thereof at the place of exportation — but were 
invoiced at a less sum than the actual cost, with design to 
evade the duties thereupon or some part thereof. 

6. That entries of the said goods, at the time of their im- 
nortation, were made at the office of the collector of New 
York — and that on each of the entries an invoice of the 
goods, SiCt was produced and left with the said collector. 
That all and each of the said invoices so produced, and all 
and each of the several packages in each and every of the 
said invoices in which the said goods were imported, were 
made up with intent, by a false valuation, to evade and 
defraud the revenue of the United States. 

6. That entries of the said goods, at the times of their im- 
Donation, were made at the office of the collcclor of New 
York — that on each of the entries an invoice of the goods 
was produced and lefl with the collector — that all and each 
of the said invoices were made up with intent, by a false 
Taluation, (o evade and defraud the revenue of the United 
States. 

7. That all and each of the several packages contained in 
each and every of the entries, and each and every of the 
Invoices 00 produced, were made up with intent, by false 
valuation to evade and defraud the revenue. 

8« Charges, that the invoices were made up, by a false ex* 
tension, to evade and defraud the revenue of the United 
States. 

9. That the goods, Sec, bcmg composed wholly or in part 
of wool or cotton, were entered, at the times of their impor- 
tfltioD, at the office of the collector of New York — that 
Invoices were produced and left wkb the collector. That 
Voii. Hi— 45 



all and each of the packages in each and every of the in* 
voices, and each and every of the entries, were made up 
with intent to evade and defraud the revenue of the Unked 
Stales. 

10. As amended the same with the 4 th. 

11. As amended the same with the 6th. 

12. As amended the same with the 7th. 

13. As amended the same with the 9th« 

Not p. — The four last Counts cfHginally laid that the en* 
tries were at a port or place unknown. They were, on mo* 
tion, amended by inserting the port and district of New 
York. 

On I6th March, after the examination of several wife* 
Dcsees to prove the search and finding of the goods in Mr* 
Blackburn's store, and the transactions of that proceedingi 
and after other testimony had been produced, 

John Siter was offered to prove that he had examined 
and appraised the goods at the instance of the officers of the 
government ; and to prove that they were undervalued in the 
invoices. Mr. Siter was one of the four private appraisei%- 
that is, not tliosc appointed as official appraisers, who were' 
called upon to examine and appraise the goods. 

The olTer of the evidence brought up an important, and 
indeed a vital question in the caufie. The counsel for thif 
claimauts objected to it on the ground that the goods having 
been appraised by the official appraisers of the custom-house 
of New York, who had adopted the value as stated in the 
invoice, end the goods having passed through the custon^ 
house on and by that appraisement, according to which the 
duties had been estimated and paid, and upon the payment 
were delivered to the owners, no evidence could be received, 
on the part of the United States, to disclaim or contradict 
that appraisement, or to show that the goods were of a greater 
or a diftcrent value ; but that that appraisement was concJii^ 
aive and 6nal against the United States in this or any other 
proceeding. 

This question was elaborately argued by the counsel on 
both sides. On the 2l8t March, the following opinion wee 
delivered by the Court. 

An invoice was produced at the custom-house of New 
York, on the importation of the goods now in question, upon 
and by which an entry was made. It appears by a writing 
across the face of this invoice, that it was received and adopU 
ed by the officers of the revenue as a true invoice showing 
the actual value or cost of the goods contained in it Whether 
an examination and appraisement was made or not, does not 
appear. The duties were estimated by that invoiice, end 
upon paying or securingthem the goods were delivered to 
the owner. 

A prosecution has been (krmmenccd against {bese goods ; 
they have been seized, and are alleged to he Ibrfeiied on the 
grround amongst others, that this was a false invoice, end did 
not exhibit the true and actual pricea or value of the goo^ 
A witness is now offered to testify that the goods are ad 
falsely charged in the invoice, and that they are actually 
worth or actually cost more than the prices of the invoice* 
It is objected, that this evidence cannot be received, that the' 
invoice, or rather the value of the goods there set forth, having 
been adopted by the officers of the government appointed for 
that purpose, is conclusive upon the United States, and can-^ 
not now be disclamied or contradicted. 

There ii written across tfie fiwe of this invoice, Ihie mem^ 
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nndmn— " Pa«Md Case 178 Woollens and Ctuumerea," 
wbich M considered for the purposes of the argument as a 
certificate of the appraisers, that the goods were truly valued 
in iheir opinion in and by the invoice. This memorandum 
being part of the same paper which was given in evidence, 
il was read and received, although it is not quite intelligible 
in what it means or by whom il is signed. In other circum- 
stances, I presume a certificate, however formal, could not 
be received without being here verified by the appraiters on 
oath. 

fievcral subfects ranging over the whole case, have been 
disensaed in the argument, which I shall foibear to notice, 
baoaoae, in the view I have of the question, it is not necessary 
and therefore it would be improper and prematare to give any 
opinion concerning them. Such as the legality of the seizure. 
Whether any appraisement has actually been made of these 
goods, or such a one as the law requires. Whether all or 
any fan of the 66 ^ of the Act of 1799 has been repealed 
involving the question. Whether a forfeiture Is incurred by 
a ftlse invoice, a question constituting a substantive charge 
in the libel, and not to be disposed of on en incidental ques- 
tion of evidenee. Also, whether the proceedings at the cus- 
tom-house and the delivery of the goods to the claimants, is 
final and conclusive in relation to the estimate of duties. — 
The inquiry now is, whether those proceedings ate final and 
eoodosive against the United States on a seizure and prose- 
cation of the goods, on all or any of the charges laid against 
then in the libel. Whether, if the ascertainment of the true 
▼alne of these goods b necessary to support the charges, that 
they have been fraudulently imported, entered and passed 
through the custom-house at an imdervalnation, by false en- 
tries, false invoices, or other fraudulent contrivances, it is not 
eompetent for the United States to give evidence of the true 
value of the goods, or are stopped f^om doing so by the ex- 
amination, appTaisement and dielivery of them by the officers 
0f thecQstomsL 

The framers of the Revenue Laws of the United Ststes, 
have been met by two difficulties, which have given them 
much embarrassment and trouble. The first was to devise 
a mode by which the true cost or value of imported goods 
which were subject to pay a duty according to their value, 
could be ascertained. The second was to detect and puni«h 
frauds. ^ The objects are disdnct, and the means provided to 
aecompUsh them are equally so. Various modes of exami- 
nation and appraisement have from time to time been adopted, 
as experience discovered the defects of those in use. The 
different enactments on this subject have been traced from 
the first to the last by the counsel in this argument, and it 
IS not necessary for me to retrace them but in a very general 
way. It is enough to say that they all had for their oliject 
the ascertainment of the duties that were payable on the 
goods. Such was obvioubly tbc intention of the 52 section 
of the Act of 1 799. The 66 section of the same Act forfeits 
goods not invoiced according to their actual cost, and pro- 
vides, that when the collector suspects that such is the case, 
he may take the goods and retain them until their value is 
ascertained by two respectable merchants, and until the du- 
tie» are paid according to such valuation, the object being 
• just calculation of the duties. There is an express provi- 
sion that in case of a prosecution for a forfeiture, such ap- 
praisement shall not be construed to exclude other proof upon 
the trial It is clear to me that appraisement made under 
this act has relation only to the duties, and not to the for- 
feiture. 

By the 1st section of tlie act of 1818, which is an act for 
the better collection of duties, the owner of goods subject to 
an ad valorem duty is required to produce the original invoice 
to the collector. The manner of ascertaining the ad valorem 
dtfty is pointed out. The 9 section provides for the appoint- 
ment of appmisere by the President, all having reference only 
to the estimate of the duties. By the 11 section of this act, 
when the collector suspects goods have been invoiced below 
their true value, he is to have them appraised in the manner 
jeacribed in the 9 section, and if they are found to be under- 
valued, an addition is laid upon them of 60 per cent, on 
which amount the duties are to be estimated. The ) 2th sec- 
tion is of the same import 



Eveiy provision in this act, respecting appraianncnt, 
the effect on evidence of such appraisement, idatea to the 
estimates of duties and not to a prosecution* for a fOTfettof& 

In conformity with this view, the question raised in 2 Bfaa. 
393, was only *' whether the appraisement made ondcr Am 
act of 1818 is conclusive of the value of the goodiy aa Jar 
a* retpectt ike ascertainment ofdutiet^ 

The act of 1828, section 8, commences by dedaiiog dial 
the subject is the estimation of duties to be imposed npoB 
goods imported into the United States, and in caae of ad vft- 
lorem duties, the collector is to have the actual valne s^ 
praised, estimated and ascertained, and the nomber of yardis, 
parcels and quantities, and the actual valoe of every of dieau 
The duty of the appraisers is then detailed. The wbola 
proceeding refers to the collection and payment of dotie^ aoJ 
the appraisement is made for no other purposes nor is it ap- 
plied to any other object 

The 9 § is equally explicit on this subject and the invoice 
is expressly referred to, upon which the additional charge m 
to be made. 

Act of 1830, section S, provides for the appointment of 
appraisers. Section 4, directs the coUectoray to cause aikaA 
one package in every invoice, and one at least in evciy twen^ 
to be opened and examined, and if not foond to oamtfmA 
with the invoice, or if found to be fidaely chaiged. all tha 
goods in the entry must be inspected. Then is the diiedioa 
to have an appraisement made, which is applied only to goods 
subject to an ad valorem duty, and if it diall be found thai the 
invoice was made up with intent to evade or defiaod the 
revenue, the goods are forfeited. 

Act of 1 832, section 7. In cases where the duty on goads 
is to be estimated by the value of the aquaie yard, or any 
other quantity, and in all cases of an ad valorem dutf on any 
goods, the collector is directed to cause the actual valoe to be 
appraised, estimated and ascertained ; and the number of sodi 
yards, parcels or quantitiea, and auch actual valoe of every 
of them, as the case may require. The duties of the ap- 
praisers are there detailed in oider to estimate the tnie valoc^ 
any invoice or affidavit to the conbaiy notwitfastandingd — 
Section 8, the appraisers are empowered to call before ihcm 
and examine upon oath any owner, importer or consgnes^ 
touching any material matter. Section 14, if upon opening 
any package, the goods shall be found not to correfpood 
with the entry, or if the package contain any article not en- 
tered, such article shall be forfeited : or if the package be 
made up with intent to evade or defraud the revenoe, the 
package shall be forfeited. 

Such are the legislative enactments, respecting the coHeo* 
tion of the revenue, which have been thought to apply to the 
question before the Court That there is no direct positive 
rule by which the testimony offered should be rejected or 
admitted ; that there is no declaration that the appraisement 
if one was made in this case, or the adoption of the invoioo 
prices by the officers of the customs shall be conclusive of 
the value of the goods against the United States in the pro- 
ceeding and trial now pending, cannot be questioned, and 
the inquiry is, whether such an intention can be clearly de- 
duced from these enactments or any of them. 

It is proper, in our inquiry into the intention of the legii- 
lature as to the efiect of their appraisements, to remark, that 
in the Act of 1799 there is an express proviso, that in case 
of a prosecution for a forfeiture such appraisement shall not 
be construed to exclude other proof upon the triaL No dia> 
tinction is here made between the United States and the 
claimant, but the provision is general, that the appraiicment 
shall not exclude other evidence. There is but one other 
express enactment upon the force or effect of an appraise* 
ment This is found in the 8th section of the Act of 1832, 
giving power to the appraisers to call before them and exam- 
ine on oath any owner, importer, &c., '* and if any person so 
called shall fail to attend or shall decline to answer, &c., he 
shall pay a fine of 50 dollars, and if he be tho owner, im- 
porter, dec, the appraisement shall be final and conclusive, 
any Act of Congress to tho contrary notwithstanding." So 
far as any inference to our purpoae can be drawn from these 
enactments, it is that the appraisement was not intended to 
shut out other evidence on a proeecution for a fraud and foi^ 
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Ibttare. In the latter act the appnusement is made conclu- 
aive aa a penalty for the neglect or contumacy of the owner. 
The worda ** any Act of Congress to the contrary notwith- 
standing,*' aeem to imply that it was supposed that preceding 
acta would not have made the appraisement final and con- 
clusive without this declaration. 

There heing nothing in any act of Congress which declares 
that in a case like the present the appraisement shall bo con- 
clusive evidence of the cost and value of the goods, the counsel 
for the claimants have endeavored to supi^ort their objections 
by reasoning from the general character and provision of the 
acta of Congress on the subject of the revenue. The argu- 
ment most relied upon is that which is drswn from the act 
of 1832. It is argued that inasmuch as the appraisers, by 
that act may make their appraisement without any regard to 



chargeable upon his goods, it may be enough for him to say 
— I have paid all that the officers of the government appoint- 
ed to ascertain them declared to be due, and the question 
should rest But when the inquiry is, whether he had been 
guilty of a specific fraud or not, it would be extraordinary if 
the acts or opinion of men, in reference to another subject, 
should be conclusive cither for his condemnation or acqoit- 
taL 

It cannot be doubted, that to enter goods with a false in- 
voice, with intent to evade or defraud the revenue, subjects 
them to forfeiture, l^his is declared by the 66 § of the Act 
of 1799, which for the present I consider to bo in force, and 
one of tlie counts of this information is founded on that see- 
tion. It is said to be repealed, but, as I have remarked, I 
shall not, on an identical question of evidence, decide that 



the invoice, we must, therefore, also put the invoice ande on question. If it be so, the claimants will have the benefit of 
the question of value, and take the appraisement as the only it, aAer the evidence is heard. If that count be good, it must 
evidence of it. I cannot see the force or congruity of this be competent to the district attorney to support it by proof of 
argument The object of the appraisere was to estimate and the allegations and facts contained in it 
ascertain the actual value or cost of tlie goods, and this they But can it be proved, as a matter of fact, that the invoice 
might well do by their own skill and knowledge, and other was false, that the value and prices of the goods as therein 
means of information in their power, without any reference ; exhibited are false, unless, in the first place, the invoice bo 
to or reliance upon the invoice or affidavit of the owner. | laid before the jury that they may see what are the cost and 
Our inquiry ts, whether that invoice and that oath are true \ value therein charged, and then that proof, common law 
or false, honest or fraudulent, and this we cannot possibly do ' proof, for the statute prescribes none, be received to show 
without having that invoice before us, nor without testing its that the cost and value as given in the invoice are not true, 
truth bv other evidence than itself, by any evidence by which ; On the subject of the repeal of this section, which is just- 
its truth or £ilsehood can be made to appear. The appraisers ly conndered an important inquiry, it may not be amisa to 
could perform their duty and reach their object without the | suggest, that the repeal of a bw,by implication and construc- 
invoice, but we cannot, nor even move a step towards it. — { tion of a subsequent law, should be so clear as to leave no 
The inquiry and proof are equally open to both parties. In ! reasonable doubt that such was the intention of the legisla- 
the cases tned in this Court the claimants have been let into \ ture ; it should be as certain as an express repeat It should 
ell the proof they could produce to oveiTule the opinion of, not be deduced by an ingenious course of argument ; it should 
the appraisers. Commissions have gone abroad to collect appear at once. It can seldom be satisfactoiy to arrive at 
testimony for them, and the appraisers were examined and ' this conclusion by taking a phrase from one section of the 
cross-examined as to the means or standards by which they subsequent Act and putting it into another section, where the 
made their estimates. It was the trial of an issue, fraud or no legislature had not put it The general presnmption is thai 
fraud, and the whole question was open to any legal evidence | if a repeal was intended, it would have been expressly de- 
OD the one side and the other. The broad and increased clared, and such is the usual practice of legislation. If the 
power given to the appraisers by the Act of 1832, is far from ' lawmakers have not said so, the intention to do so must he 
being a reason why they ahould decide without appeal, with- clearly shown from what they have said. Ip tbia caao the 
oat check or control, especially in a new proceeding before a 66 Section of the Act of 1799, speaks of an invoice not 
court of law, which m fact will have nothing to try if the made up according to the actual cost of the goods, with de- 
doctrines of the claimants are sound. With an invoice false , sign to evade the duties — and a forfeituie is indicted. By 
end fraudulent on its face, with a doien witnesses ready to j the 11 Section of the Act of 16l9f an addition of 50 per 

r« it to be so, it will be a sufficient protection to the offen* cent is to be made to the invoices, if the appraisement ez- 
to say, here is the certificate of the appraisers, and by ceed it by 26 per cent, making no distinction tntween a fraudo- 
thet the invoice proves its own truth. I have satisfied them, ' lent intent and an innocent error. These two lawa therefore 
or I have deceived them ; I need not say how, and I put Uke , provide for dififerent cases, and are entirely consistent To 
Court and the law at defiance. The revenue will be depen- , meet this view and ahow that the invoice spoken of in this 



dent upon the integrity and intelligence of the appraisers. — 
They must be too honest to be tampered with, and too intelU 
gent to be deceived. We may have auch men but it will be 



11 Section meant a fraudulent invoice, worda are carried 
from another section of the Act to the 1 1 th Section, but we 
do not find them there. The argument, however, may be a 



herd to find them. Our inquiry has no reference to the ' good one \ but I am unwilling to adopt it on the question 
amount of duties assessed or paid for these goods. It is no- 1 now before the Court, although it may aerve the claimants 
thing to this issue whether they were too much or too little, hereafter. It will then be more carefully examined. 
There ia no attempt to disturb or revise them. The object By the 14 Section of the Act of 1832, if, on opening a 
here is to ascertain, whether a certain paper, called an invoice, package — 1. The goods shall be found not to correspond 
which was produced at the custom house of New York on [ with the entry. 2. To contain any article not entered, such 
the entry of the goods, ia true or false. Suppose the duties i artick) is forfeited. 3. If the package be made up with in- 
had been calculated on a valuation made by the appraisers ! tent to defraud or evade the revenue, the package is forfeited. 
under the Act of 1832, without regarding or looking at the | There are counts in tlio information on each of these chargee 
invoice, would it be a lees offence against die revenue for the or offences. The last is a very broad charge, if the package 
importer to have exhibited an invoice containing a false valu- ' is made up with intent to defraud or evade the revenue. It 
etk»n of the gooda, with intent to defraud or evude the du- ' is obvious that* the proof of this charge can hardly be found 
ties t Can wo try or decide whether it was a false valuation, , in any single fact or by direct evidence. It must be efTected 
without information and proof of the true and real value ? , by a combination of facts and ctrcumstancoa. The niachi- 
It is not essential to this offence that the invoice ahould be • iiery must have several parts to accomplish the end. A false 
wed by the appraisers in making their estimate, nor that it , invoice may be, perhaps I may say must be a part of that 
wae one of the means by which they were deceived. To in* I machinery, and therefore to prove thisolTeuce of making up 
^ce the goods below their actual value and cost, and to en» ^ a package to defraud the revenue, it may be essential to prove 
ter them by that invoice with design to evade the duties is, that the invoice which came with the goods, and by whi^ 
per «e, an oflience which forfeits them whether the invoice | they were entered at the custom-house, waa false and fmudur' 
waa eflerwaida inatruniental in the estimation of the duties lent as a distinct and substantive fact tending to support the 
tot that purpose or not The evidence must follow the issue allegation and the issue upon it If we diould admit that 
end must depend upon the fact to be proved. When the where the direct issue is upon the invoice, or the queetioa 
qoestion is, whether an importer has paid the duties legally ! was as to the estimate of duties, the appraisement agreeing 
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it might be pwamount and condujiiTe eridence of ite ' gsl, that it does not contain charges and specifiisatioiBc to juii. 
mL it dSi not follow that it would be so when the issue U | fy the warrant, and that the warrant is e^IOAnf defecti»«L I 
whether a certain package was made np to defraud the rer- see no ground whatever for the objection. The wliole |ko* 
eiujc asd the invoice u brought in incidentally as a circam- ^ cecding is substantially in conformity with the diiectioM ^ 
■ta»oe tending to show the fraudulent intention or design 
with which the package was made up. 

I have avoided giving any opinion on many of the topics 
Mid questions brought into the argument, because with my 



the Act of Congress. As to a particular descriptioo of tfn 
goods, that was obrioosly impossible, and w^oiild be s» Ib 
nine cases out of ten of seizures for similar oSenresL So h 
to the place. These goods were in a room which was a 
new of the direct question it was unnecessary, and would part of No. 24, to which there was no access but by tbe^Mr 
have carried me into matters hereafter to be considered and numbered on the street 84. It was truly a part of the 



who had 



of Messrs. Blackburn, and not Mr. Worrell, 
means of communication with it 

But all this, I hold to be entirely immaterial to tie jas 
now trying. These goods are now in the pos«e9siaa of tkt 
officers of the United States—and thry are dahaej is tbt 
property of the United States by reason of a fraud which 6r> 
feited Uiem. The irregularity of the seizure even, if ihae 
was an irregularity, cannot avail the claimants on this tnah 
It is no defence for them againn the charge of fiaiaL or te 



claim of property in these goods by the Uniterf 

the officers were guilty of a trespass, they 

it, if the claimant shall find it expedient to hrin^ ti 

for it. If they might have forcibly resisted the 

this warrant, and had done so, then that questiua 

been tried in another proceeding. But here 

to do with it. Let me explain this doctrine, if it 

any explanation, by a familiar case. It is sospscaed (bf 




upon which it b proper to keep myself free. Unless the ob- 
jections to the evidence were clearly sustained. I should ad- 
mit it, because it is incumbent on the party taking an objec- 
tion to the competency of lesdmony to support it, and because 
an error in receiving it will be attended with less incon- 
venience than an error In rejecting it It may turn out after 
it is heard not to affect materially the case of the claimanta 
aeeording as they shall make it out 

The objection is overruled. 

The trial then proceeded, ii> ttie course of which nnmer- 
oui exceptions to evidence were taken, and decided by the 
Judge, but are not of sufficient general importance to be 
here noticed. 

On the 4th of May, the following Charge was delivered to 

the Jury. 

It is within one day of eight weeks since you were empan- 
jpelled and sworn to try this cause. I have no knowledge of 

Mny trial in a court of justice of this duration. Perhaps the , stolen goods are concealed in a particular pi 
lime that has been consumed is not more than ito importance ; is issued to search for and seize them,— a g 
and difficulties required. On the one side, it is alleged that ^ found concealed,— the person in whose custody they 
|be object of the prosecution Is not only to punish the parti- ^ is indicted for receiving them. Can it be allowed v 
cular fraud compl lined of, but to expose and break up an ex- 1 that he might put his defence on the allegation that " 
^aive cpmbinstion in a foreign country, whuse artifices and some informality in the warrant of seizure or d 
/operations are preying upon our revenue, crippling our do- ', executing it ? — and that therefore the indictmcst serf a2 
mettic industry, and driving our honest tradere out of the , the sulwiequcnt proceedings were illegal and voiJ 
market. On the other side it is certainly true that the charac . would it not be thought strange if the accused, ia 
lar and property of a citizen are dt^ply involved in the result predicament, and to support such a defence, were to 
.of the investigntion. Our duty only now remains to be per- 1 a clamour about his liberty. vnA the invasion ef ha 
formed. We have had from the counsel all the assistance , by the harpies of the law, and the sanctity of home! 
that learning and labor could produce. We must endeavor j goods are now held, not under the warrant by wiaek te 
jto use it carefully and oonsdentioosly. In doing this you were taken, or by the seizure made by virtue of that^ma^ 
must keep in mind that you are not examining the truth or ' but by process issued from this court by the aadaatfr e^ 
falsehood of a single fact or allegation. You are investiga- 1 which they were attached, by the marshal of the ooon. sd 
jtffiy a diaiige of fraud of a complicated diaracter, and such are now in his custody. 
•B inquiry ealls for your most vigilant attention and care, i Another, much more important dtjection, is 
Ihat you be not deceived. It is of the essence of fraud to be our further proceeding in this prosecudon, and 
weret in eoneerting its designs and waiy in executing them, it well sustained, ^ould have terminated Ais taaf 
to mtJes d by false appearanees, to put on an honest face and ito commencement. It is the question alieadly a 
Imnt and to picwi t e all the regularity and forms of a lawful , and which was so fully argued on a qutttion sf ffahute. amd 
IMOoseding. But the danger of being deceived most not has been again urged upon the court I dalpvr ma nr 
vahe yen too sospiooos, nor must you sutler your fean to opinion now, as I did then, so that the claimnB van h«ie 
cfaange the true color of things. You have observed that in their exception to it «ther on the ground of sb mfnpsr a^ 
oonrso ef ibe trial numerous queitions of law, on the evi- ' mission of evidence, or of an error in my in rtiunsm to vis. 
teioa, faa^ been disensssd and derided. One of them, par- I shall speak of it now btielly, having given m reaaastf 
HaiMy, was of vital importance tothecase, and was aligned large on the former occasion' It is contended tevitoe 
■WSt ebboralely. Y<m will understand that for any errors I goods were appraised at the rustam-hoote in 5ew Y'wkm 
mgy have oomaHttad in tliese dedeions the disappointed par- ' the invoice prices — that as they were psssed Iftnaes <hil 
ty baa a mnedy, and also that for any eirora I may fall into ' cnstom-hoose on that appraisement—paid the iasmwva^ 
ii sy dwifa to yon he hss the same redress. It will be my ing to that appraisement, and were fhesraponMNweitoae 
^■ty te p^a yon my ofinion aad constructions upon matters importers, ihey are now exempted frmn all fcrtfacr *nsssT 
rf lew, elsarly and explicitly, not only that yon may not into their cost or value, not only in mJadon to fee tawM i 
iiM|i{Nihi lid them, bat thst ^ parties may have the full duties legally chargeable on them, but on a p'jajms M U 
benefit ef their right of exoefstion and objection. As to the fraud in making up those invoices, and on any er-^ten e'aa 
vMmae and hei» ai the case, I shall no farther interfere account,— that the verv frend hv whidi it is atTfeco « lie 
with ywr rights over fhem, ^n by reminding you of such prosecution the passing of thr go«id«thntnghthe«s»Bi 
18 appear to me to demand your psiticniar attention, with j was obt«ned, that is, the fatee invoicfs, cannot d«»w 
mch leoiarks as m^ afbrdyoa some aid in your deiibera- quired into. Icanby nomesnsaflKnttothisdecmww 
tasupon them. in my jodeemenl would be to offer e premium far 

MmweompetotecfflisiderBtiimof iheismiespreeen- fraud, and punishment only to the unskilful, l^hm.^ 
y °y **»* ^u^*^ ^* "°* dispose of some preliminary reflection, to the opinion I jrave on the trial I va9 Mil* 
^^ ^v"? ^ ""^ •'^ asserted, on the part of the claimanta, a remark. It is said these officws air the appainicA «««a 
le bedestm cfre of the whole Tireceedmp. k is said tiiat of the government, snd that the |rovemmeM t»bD«ar 
•swrare of these goods wss megnlar, unhnvfnl, and the their acta. The answer in plain. The go^ s mmsM t's— • 
flotation or the nghta of the claimam, and that tbx^ pnwccu- claim anr right or privilegr for itself that everr <ttoi 
Ml bein|_fonBded on that seonre, is vitiated by iL And not poss^. Snpnoso one of von should ap^ia 
bjMatfaa pnteMum mamtamsdj It is contended that the to eel) vour house or jjoo*!.. n-ifh evwi moie <ta- j 



vndRfli on 



which the wamnt of setzme wis iaraed is ilie- powers than those given to the appiwwn by tfatlftral 
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gre«. Your agent makes a sale, but it is aflerwards proved i 
that he has been grossly defrauded by the purchaser, by 
false representations, by the suppression of the truth, by 
that which constitutes fraud in the law. Would you sitp- 
pose you are bound by such a transaction, that the cheat is 
•afe and may retain your property only by saying that it 
was delivered to him by your agent. 

It has been insisted on the part of the claimants, that 
omr revenue laws, at least those we have been considering, 
are penal laws, highly penal, and therefore are to receive a 
strict construction in favor of those who may be prosecuted 
under them. It does not appear to me ttiat this point is of 
much importance in the present case, but I have been asked 
for an opinion upon it It must not be understood that 
every law which imposes a penalty, is therefore, legally 
q)eaking, a penal law, that is, a law which is to be construed 
^rith great strictness in favor of the defendant. Laws en- 
acted for the prevention of fraud, for the suppression of a 
public wrong, or to effect a public good, are not in the strict 
■ense penal acts, although they may inflict a penalty for 
violating them. It is in this light I view the revenue laws, 
' and I would construe them so as most effectually to accom- 
plish the intention of the legislature in passing them. 

These secondary matters being disposed of, we come to 
the examination of the matters in issue between the United 
States and the claimants. They are distinctly set forth in 
the pleadings. The information, or libel, states the causes 
for which a forfeiture of these goods is claimed, and the 
claims and answers set out the defence on the part of the 
claimants. To these documents your attention will be di- 
rected, for it is in them you will find the allegations on 
which you are to pass by your verdict. 

The Information contains thirteen counts, as they are 
called, but in fact many of them are but a repetition of the 
same charge presented in a different form, so as to meet the 
evidence as it might come out on the trial. I will briefly 
recur to them. 

1 dc 2. The first and second counts of the Information 
charge that the goods were brought into some port of the 
United States, and were there unladened and delivered 
without a permit The first states that the port is unknown 
— the second, that it was the port of New York. 

These counts are not supported by the evidence. It ap- 
pears that the goods were landed and delivered from the ves- 
Mel in which they were imported, under a custom order, and 
by the custom-house officers — and were afterwards deliver- 
ed not from the vessel, but from the stores, to the claimant 
on what are called land permits. 

Sd. Count Charges that the goods were found conceal- 
ed, the duties thereon not having been paid. This count 
IS founded on the 68 § of the Law of 1709, which gives 
authority to every collector, naval officer, &c., if they have 
cause to suspect a concealment of goods, dec. subject to duty, 
in any particular dwelling-house, store, &c., having obtained 
a warrant from a justice of the peace to enter such house, 
store, &c., and there to search for such goods, "and if any 
■hall be found to seize and secure the same for trial, and all 
such goods, wares, dec; on -which the duties thall not have 
been paid or secured to be paid, shall be forfeited." 

Two questions are to be considered under this law. 

1. Were the goods concealed in the place where they 
were found t This is a matter of fact which you will de- 
cide on a careful review of the evidence. It appears that 
the claimant, Mr. Blackburn, rented a store in Church 
Alley, No, 24 in this city. 

That the adjoining store. No. 26, was rented by Mr. Wor- 
rell, and that the lower, or ground story, was occupied by 
him. The second story or floor of this store, which extend- 
ed over the whole building, was in the occupancy of Mr. 
Blackburn, and the access to it was by a large opening or 
doorway from Mr. Blackburn's 2d story into it This door 
was usually kept open, and was so in July and August last, 
Uid up to the 20th of August, on the day when the seizure 
was made. 

On the morning of that day the porter of Mr. Blackburn 
•aw in a newspaper, or was informed by somebody, that a 
setxore had been made of Mr. Broadbent's goods. Whether 



Messrs. Blackburn had the same information or not is not 
in direct evidence — but you will judge from all the circum- 
stances whether they knew it or not 

On the same morning, the hour is not precisely fixed, at 
about 8 or 9 o'clock, this door or passage is completely 
blocked-up and concealed by boxes, dec, so that persona 
going into Mr. Blackburn's 2d story, saw nothing by which 
they could discover' or suppose there was any communica- 
tion between the two rooms. 

The officers on their first visit did not discover it, they 
went away ; but on getting further information, th^y re- 
turned, and by introducing a stick between the boxes, they 
found where the passage was, removed the obstructiona 
which concealed it and went into the adjoining room. It 
was entirely dark, although Mr. Blackburn's porter says he 
had opened one of the windows that morning. In this 
room the goods in question were found, some in their cases, 
some were lying on them. This is the evidence of a design- 
ed concealment, from the situation in which the goods 
were found. Are these circumstances of suspicion explain- 
ed or confirmed by the conduct of Mr. Blackburn? When 
the officers came to his store he was there. They told him 
I their business, he said they might search. He said he had 
I no goods in his possession but what were imported^hrough 
' the port of Philadelphia. The oflficers examined the cloths 
' and cassimeres in the lower story, and then went up-staini 
of store No. 24. After looking at some cloths and cassi- 
I meres there, one of them asked Mr. Blackburn, if they 
were all the cloths in his possession. He answered yea, 
you have seen all. He was asked if he had no other store 
in the neighbourhood. He answered no, you have seen all 
I that we have. The oflTicer did not, on this visit, discover 
, the passage into the next store; they returned in the afier- 
noon. One of them said to Mr. C. Blackburn, that they 
wished to see the 2d story over Mr. W^orrelfa store. He 
replied, you have seen all the rooms that we have. The 
i officers went up-stairs and searched for the entrance into 
the next room. He denied that there was any access to 
' that room. They proceeded in their search to discover onoi 
and at last he said, the entrance is behind thos# boxes.—- 
The officers were thrusting a stick between the boxes. lu 
the next room the goods were found, and Mr. Blackburn 
said he was the owner of them. In this short conversation 
we have five absolute, undoubted false assertions. Np 
equivocation, no evasion of the questions, but clear and ex- 
plicit denials of the truth. Counsel says he had a right to 
refuse to answer, but did he. 

2. Such is the question of fact on this pait of the case. 
Such the evidence from which you are to decide whether 
I these goods were concealed or not — in the ordinary accepts 
j alien or meaning of the word — and it is in relation to that 
' question I am now adverting to this evidence. What bear- 
I ing it may have on another part of the case, will be 
I seen. There is another question on this part of the case, 
' which is partly a question of fact and partly of law. It is 
, not enough that the goods were concealed. They might b^ 
so for an object and purpose with which neither the United 
States nor their revenue law have any thing to do->ifl 
which they have no concern. To make this concealment 
the ground of a forfeiture, the goods, 1. must be subject V> 
duty ; of this there is no question in this case. 2. The 
duties must not have been paid or secured to be paid. The 
concealment therefore, spoken of in the Act of Congress, 
most have had relation to these objects. In 12 Wheat. 493, 
Judge Washington, delivering the opinion of the Supreme 
Court, says, *1'ho term concealed, used in this eection, is 
one of plain interpretation, and obviously applies to artidea 
intended to be secreted and withdrawn from public view« on 
account of their being so subject to duties, or from som« 
fraudulent motives." It has been contended for the claim- 
ants, that the concealment relates only to smuggled gooda. 
I do not think so; it relates to any goods subject to dutiea 
and on which the duties have not been paid. 

This natural and satisfactory interpretation of the law, 
brings us to another question, on the meaning of the Act, 
which is a question of law. Were the duties on these 
goods paid in the meaning of tlie words in this section T— » 
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They had been passed at the custom-house of New York, 
and the duties there assessed upon them had been paid. 
Does this satisfy the provision of this 68 § of tho Act of 
1799? In my view of thio question, it brings us to the 
main subject of inquiry in the case, that is, were these goods 
invoieed at their fair and true cost and value? for the duties 
were paid according to the value and prices ip the invoice. 
If those prices were the real cost of the goods, then the 
whole duties due upon tlicm have been paid, and* the con- 
cealment was not such a one as is described in the Act. — 
But it is contended, that as to the amount of duties payable 
on these goods, the assessment made at the custom-liDUse is 
eonclusive, and that therefore the concealment of these goods 
can have no connexion with tho duties. In my opinion 
this proposition is too broad, and cannot be maintained by 
Ifae true oonstruclion of the Act. Without deciding what 
oar case does not call upon me to decide, that is, whether 
the appraisement made at the custom-house is conclusive 
4]pon die question of duties, so as to bar any action for an 
additional amount if that appraisement should afterwards be 
found to be too low, and where the error was one of the ap- 
praisers, without the use of any contrivance, fraud, or decep- 
tion by which they were mi.^lead ^p the part of the owner 
of the fo4>ds, I am of opinion that an appraisement procur- 
ed by such fraud and contrivances will be no protection to 
them by whom they were perpetrated. It is an universal 
maxim of law, of equity, of morals, that no man shall be 
permitted to gain an advantage b; his own fraud. When, 
therefore, the 68 § of the Act of 1799 declares that '<all such 
goods, wares, and merchandise, on which the duties shall 
not have been paid or secured to be paid, shall be forfeited," 
it means the duties which were justly and legally chargea- 
ble upon the goods, and not a part of them, and that if the 
owner of the goods has obtained possession of them or pass- 
ed them thxough the customs by paying a less amount of 
duties than were justly chargeable upon them, and has ob- 
tained this advantage by any fraud or contrivance upon the 
officers of the government, it will not avail him, and that if 
his goods are found to be concealed within the meaning of 
the Act, he cannot avoid the forfeiture by alledging and 
showing that he had paid the duties required of him at the 
OQstom^ionse. 

YoQ will further observe that the Supreme Court, in the 
case I have dted, have decided that the concealment spoken 
of in the Act applies to articles intended to be secreted or 
withdrawn from public view, on account of their being so 
snb^wt to duties, "or from some fraudulent motive." I un> 
deistand these general words, "or from some fraudulent mo- 
tive**, to be restricted to a fraudtilcnt motive connected with 
the datiea or revenue laws of the United States. If, then, 
you shall believe that these goods were concealed, and that 
they were concealed on account of their being subject to 
duties, or from some fraudulent motive, they are forftited by 
tiM provisions of the 68 § of the Act of 1799. 

The 4 db 10 Counts of the Information bring up the 
question whether the 66 § of the Act of 1799 has been ro- 



lepeal has been contended for on the part of the 
ckimants by virtue of several subsequent Acts of Congress. 
The part of the 66 § important to our present inquiry, enacts, 
" That if any goods, wares, or merchandise, of wlueh entry 
ihaU have been made in the ofBce of the collector, Mhmll not 
b€ inv^ced according to the actual cost thereof at the place 
of exportation, with design to evade the duties thereupon or 
any part thereof, all such goods, wares and merchandise, or 
the value thereof, to be recovered of the person making the 
entry, shall be forfeited." 

Before we lock to the subsequent Acts by which it is con- 
tended that the above provision is annulled, it is proper to re- 
mark that no express or declared repeal is to be found in any 
of them ; it is inferred, or implied from certain provisions or 
cnadments in the subsequent laws, from which it is argued 
that the section In question has been repealed. I had occa- 
■onto renuuk, in an opinion given in the course of this trisl, 
** that the repeal of a law fay implication and coostmction of 
a sobseqnent law, should be so clear as to leave no reasona- 
ble doubt that such was the intention of the legidature ; it 



.should be as certain as an express TppeaL It shonld 
deduced by an ingenious course of argument, but i 
p^r at once." i*he general presumption is, that if a 
was intended, it would have been expressly dedased 
such is the usual practice of legislation. In the lawn to 
which we have occasionally referred in the aignment of tine 
case, it has been seen how frequently repeals of srcl i nn n mad 
parts of sections have been declared. 

It Is not necessary in the duty I am now dischaigia^ to 
detain you with a minute examination (^ all the acts of Con- 
gress from which the repeal of the 66 § of the Act of 1799 
has been inferred. As to the law of 1818, of 1823 
1828, they appear clearly to me to provide for case 
different from those described in the 66 §, which 
goods invoiced below their actual co9i, with devgn f 
the dutie9 thereupon, y^one of the acts just 
provided for any such case. With this ui ~ 
these acts, it xa unnecessary for me to inquire 
expiration of the act of 1818, by its own limitslion, 
revive the 66 § of the act of 1799, if it were admitted lohnvc 
been supplied by the law of 1818. On this subject I would 
suggest, that when a statute contains en absohite affiimnltvo 
repeal of an antecedent statute or a part of it, then the ex- 
piration of the subsequent statute, by its own Bmilatinw, 
would not revive the repealed act ; but where there isno sndk 
express repeal, but the first statute is taken to be repealed by 
the implication that it is supplied by the sobseqnent law, 
then it would seem that we might weQ consider ifasi the 
second law was rather a suspensitHi than a repeal of the fini, 
and if the leg^ature, afler the experiment, allowed the seeood 
act to expire, it was their intention to go back to the pravi- 
sions of the first Otherwise, there would be no ~ 
on the subject. 

The difficulty of this question arises on the Iboith 
of the act of 1 830. This section, afkr directing the 
to have a certain number of packages to be opened and ex- 
amined, and in what cases he shall order all the goods con- 
tained in the entry to be inspected, proceeds, ** and if sodh 
goods be subject to an ad valorem duty, the same shell be 
appraised, and if any package ahall be Ibond to mwtatn any 
article not described in the invoice, or if suck package or 
irruoice be made up with intent, by a false valnntion or ex- 
tension, or otherwise, to evade or defiand the leig ane , the 
same shall be forfeited." This seems on a s up eific ial view 
to provide for a case very similar to that desenbrd in the 6t 
section of the act of 1799. That enacts that if any ptoit^ 
dec, thall not be invoiced according to the actuai coat 
thereof, with design to evade the duties thereupon, thi% tfail 
if the invoice be made up with intent, by %faUe vnibef.'es 
or extension, or otherwise, to evade or defiaod the revcnnc^ 
a forfeiture shall follow. 

Before we examine arij compare more dooely these two 
enactments, we should remark, that immediately fbttowinf 
that in the act of 1830, there is an express repeal of the 15 § 
of the act of 1823, and also of certain parte of other acts df 
Congress, but not an intimation of any intention to repeal or 
affect the 66 § of the law of 1799. We must examine this 
question under the restriction, that repeals of laws by isqiiir 
cation, by construction, by conjectnie, however plennblfi, are 
not to be favored. The law has given a strict nile by whteh 
we are to m^^asure and try the case. I diall take ^ for it 
appears to me to be truly stated, from the opinion of Judge 
Thomson, in the case of the United States, v«. I Case of 
hair-pencils, 1 Paine, 405, 406. " It is admitted thet a re- 
peal, by implication, of a former by a latter statute, is net la 
be favored. But such effect and operation is iiiJinMiiinWi 
in some cases, as when the subsequent ststote is i ncmMMl ent 
with the former and the two cannot be reooociledL S0| 
where the latter is on the same matter with the fbcmer, and 
introduces some new qnaUJicationo or ntodiJUaHomo^ the 
former must necessarOy be repealed, the two cennol stand 
together, and in most cases the question resolves itself into 
the inquiry, what was the intention of the Irydsfnre ! Bid 
it mean to repeal or tske away the fomcr Isw, or was the 
new statute intended as merely cnmulatitv ! Affixmalives 
in statutes that introduce new laws;, imply a ne gati v e of all 
that is not in the provision, so that a law direcSng a thing 



1840.] UNITED STATES vs. BLACKBURN Sc CO. 859 



to be done in a oertain manner, imptiee, that it shall sot be 
done in any other manner." 

The judge has given us the trae rale by which we must 
be governed in deciding whether a clear affirmative statute 



has been repealed by implication, by supposing a repeal where If an invoice contain goods that are undervalued, with design 



none has been declared by the legislature. 8u<^ a repeal 
has been insisted upon in this case by virtue of the enact- 
ments in the Acts of 1818 and 1823. In an opinion deliver* 
ed on a question of evidence in the course of this trial, I had 



imply such an intention, or conjectural arguments and in- 
genious constructions. 

The system adopted by Congress, so far as concerns our 
inquiries, appears to me to be this. 1. By the Act of 1799 : 



to evade the duties, the goods so undervalued are forfeited^ 
2. When thi% undervaluation shall exceed a certain amount, 
the consequence to the importer was, that he should pay an 
additional amount of duties according to the circumstances 
occasion to look to this argument, for the presumed rcpesl ' of the case, although there may have been no design to de- 
wos elaborately argued on that question. I adhere to the fraud the revenue. This wss by the act of IS 18. 3. Where 
opinion then delivered, that there is no repeal to be drawn ' a package or invoice has been made up with intention to de- 
from those statutes, of the provision in the 66 § of the Act . fraud, the package or invoice so made up is forfeited. This 
of 1799, declaring that if any goods, wares, dec " shall not is under the Act of 1830. 

be invoiced according to the actual cost tliereof at the place ' I cannot say that I have any doubt or difiiculty in deciding 
of exportation, with a design to evade the duties thereupon *that there b nothing in any Act of Congress antecedent to 
or any part thereof, all such goods, dtc or the value there- that of 1830, from or by which I could imply or suspect that 
of, to be recovered of the person making entry, shall be Congress intended to repeal the part of the 66 § of the Law 
forfeited." I of 1799 to which I have referred ; much less is there thai 

Hera are two strong defences provided by Congress to pro- clear, distinct, and irre»istible evidence of such intention^ 
leet the revenue from the depredations of fraud and perjury. ' which wpuld justify a court silting to administer and not to 
I am now asked to remove them by an implication, by an | make the law, to pronounce that such was the intention, 
•igamentative construction, by assuming' that Congress, have | My difficulty, and I have had some, has been with tha 
intended to do what they have not declared, that they have Act of 1830, and that demands a particular ezamlnatioin* 
■arrandered or abandoned them. That for the forfeiture Are the provirions of that Act repugnant to or inconsistent 
they have substituted an increase of doty, and for the right ' with the 66 § of the Act of 1799, or is that Section fully 
of reooveiy against the offender in case the goods are put suppliedorswallowedby the enactments of the Law of 1830? 
out of their power nothing. Surely there was nothing in The 4 § of this Act is that which is most relied on, and cer« 
tlie experience of the government to induce them to weaken tainly has the strongest bearing on the queftion. 
their defences against fraud ; on the contrary, their efforts By this 4 ^, the collectors are directed to ha\e a ceftain 
have been to strengthen themselves to meet and defeat by number of packages out of every invoice opened nid examin- 
Aeur laws the atratagems and devices from time to time in- ed, to be designated by the collector. If on this examination 
rented by those whose interest it was to evade them. The it shall be found : 1 . That the packages opened do not cor- 
alatates do not rdate to the same matter; they describe and I respond with the invoice, by which I understand do not cor* 
provide for dissimilar cases, the first for a false invoice with ' respond in the description of the goods, their quality, quan* 
a design to evade the duties, that is with a fraudulent inten- tity, dtc 2. Or to be falsely charged in such invoice, clearly 
tion, the other for an undervaluation of the goods without refening to their price, value, cost, then all the goods in the 
any auch design. It is obviously just and reasonable, that ' entry are to be inspected. After this inspection, if it shall 
the penalty in the former case should be an entire forfeiture appear to the collector that the goods are falsely charged in 
of the goods, but that the error in the latter should be repair- the invoice, that is, are chargetl at false prices, at priceslwlow 
ed by imposing an additional duty upon them. This Act, ' their actual value or cost, as the case may be. If the goods 
then of 1818, and all the provisions in it for appraisement, are subject to an ad valorem duty, they are to be appraised 
have for their object the ascertainment of duties, while the in order to ascertain their true value, and 1 . if any package 
Law of 1799 inflicts forfeiture for a designed fraud consum- shall be found to contain an article not described in the in- 
mated by a wilful perjury. Can I say that the Act of 1799 | voice, or 2. if such package, or 3. if such invoice be made 
was suited by that of 1818, or that it is inconsistent with up with intent, by a false valuation, extensk)n, or otherwise, 
it; that they cannot stand together, and one or the other ' to evade or defraud the revenue, the same shall be forfeited. 
must fall ? Is the first swallowed up, m the language of the j What same shall be forfeited ? It is clcsr to me that it refera 
counsel, by the latter? I cannot believe in any such view, to each and all of the cases before stated, that is, the same 
I believe that the two Acts were intended to provide for dif- ' package which shall be found to contain an article not de- 
ferent cases, that they are entirely consistent, and that it scribed in the invoice, the same package which shall be made 
would be a bold stretch of my judicial power to imply, to up with the intent to dcfmud, and the same invoice which 
presume that Congress intended to repeal the one by the shall be made up with such intent. If the package be so 
other. In truth, the repeal would be by the court and not made up by containing goods of a different quality, quantity, 
by the legislature, I &c., with those described in the invoice, they are forfeited; 

The doctrine contended for by the claimants, and founded or if the invoice be made up, by a false valuation, to defraud, 
on the repeal of the Act of 1799, is, that there is no longer in dther case, the forfeiture of the package in the one case 
any forfeiture for entering goods by a false and fraudulent and of the invoice in the other, is inflicted. A verbal criticism 
invoice, designed to evade the revenue, and that by the has been made on this clause, that is, that an invoice caimot 
■nboequent laws the fraud must be discovered in the custom- be forfeited. I have no difiiculty in understanding this to 
house on the examination and appraisement of the goods, mean the goods contained in the invoice, and because, by 
and the seizure made before the goods leave the custom- ' the very force of the criticism, the language can have no 
house. The practical result of this doctrine is, that goods ' meaning at all if it has not this. The thing containing, is 
may be invoiced and entered at a false valuation, with the often spoken of for the thing contained in it It, as has 
nndoubted design to defraud the revenue, and nevertheless, been contended for the claimants, the words " if the package 
if the fraud is so well contrived, so artfully concealed, or so be found not to correspond with the invoice,'' embrace price 
well managed in the custom-house, that the owner can get , or value as well as quantity, quality, dee., then the subsequent 



his goods over the threshold, they are safe from pursuit and 
forfeiture, and the fraudulent owner cannot be called upon 
for their value. I do not see where this doctrine stops, nor 



wordff, " or to be falsely charged in the invoice," are mere 
surplusage, have no meaning or cHect whatever, and must 
be overlooked or expunged, contrary to a sound rule in the 



why it does not extend to cases when the goods were fraudu- ; construction of statutes, indeed of eveiy written instrument, 
lently withdrawn from the stores of the custom-house, nor ' What change has the Act of ia32 made in tlie provisions of 
do I see how the additional duties directed under the Act of the Section of the Act of 1830 ? It has been seen that, by 
1818, are to be assessed upon them or recovered. This doc- this Section if an article was found in a package not described 



trine is too strong for me to take upon myself. When Con- 
graas shall say that such is their intention, I will obey their 
ewnmand, but I will not take upon myself to presume, to 



in the invoice, the whole package was forfeited; by the Act 
of 1832 this penalty is moderat^ to a forfeiture of the article 
not entered, and as the entry must confonn ta the invoice, it 
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18 the same as if it were said not contained in the invoice. ' fraud, and this deliberate concoction of mdi an 

80 the forfeiture is continued where the package has been our revenue and its laws, inflicts and forfeila Ae 

made up to defraud the revenue, so far as respects the pack- } voice, although it may contain goods properly 

age ; then as to the invoice, so much of the said 4 § of the ' there not reason for this ? When goods are foand. 

Act of 1S30 as prescribes a forfeiture of goods found not to hut one or two articles in a large invoice, it wonld be 

correspond with the invoice, is repealed, which I have under- \ to forfeit the whole on that account, although these * 

stood to mean not to correspond— quality, quantity — but , ual articles may have been introduced into the ini 

there is no repeal of that part of the Section which relates a fraudulent design, all the rest having been honestly 

to goods " falsely charged in the invoice, or to an invoice, without any intention to defraud. It 

made up with intent to defraud." With this view of the | sufficient, to guard against such a practice, to lorfeit ifae «^ 

Act of 1830, we must inquire whether its provisions are in- ' fending articles. But when the whole invoice 

consistent wi^i or repugpiant to the enactment in the 66 § of | ted, prepared, made up with design, traced back to its 

the act of 1799, now a question. Are they so irreconcilable tion, it was manife^diy right and just to visit the 

that tliey cannot stand together, that they cannot be both in contriver of the scheme with a forfeiture of all the 

force? Is this so clear and demonstrable as to force upon us , contained in the invoice, without any discrimioatioaB 

the concluaon that Congress, in enacting the last, must neces- of such as may have been invoiced at a proper price, peihf 



to assist in deceiving the officers and delhrading the law, 
In this particular these Acts appear to me to be 



earily have intended to abrogate the first ? 

The Act of 1799 speaks of the actual co»t of the goods, 
that of 1830 of a valuation to be made by an appraisement, j to provide for diflercnt cases, to direct diflerent 
Ho they mean the same thing ? the one refers to a standard | and to impose different penalties. The latter is fAerdbrv no 



of value known to the party, and infallible, the second to a 
standard of opinion, and which may be mistaken. The case 
cited from 1 1 Wheat 419,427, decides strictly no more than 



substitute for the former. On a diflerent ccps tin c lkm 
would be no penalty or no foileiture of goods far 
them at false prices, unless you could go on and shov 



that the words true r^Iue, in the 1 1 § of the Act of 1818, 1 the whole invoice was made up with that design. No 
import the same thing as actual cost, and other cases have ' alty but such an increase of duty as is imposed Qpoo Ifce 
been dted to the same purpose in the construction of the most innocent error in charging the goods. 
Acts there under consideration ; but it is not to be inferred ' But there is another important particular in wiiidi tlw €9 
from these decisions, that in all cases or in every Act of Con- section of the act of 1799 is neither supplied by or i ne n ni« » 
gress they are always used in the same sense. The inquiry tent with any of the subsequent acts. I have already ad* 
always is with respect to the basis on which, in the particular verted to it. I mean that provision which gives to the Uiii^ 
tase, the ad valorem rate of duties is to be estimated ; whether ed States, a right of recovery of the value of goods whieb 
npon the actual cost or the current market value thereof; have not been invoiced according to their actual csost, wA 
the Act then in question is examined, and it is concluded that a fraudulent design. This proceeding was intended to be 
the word value cannot be understood in any other sense than applied to a case when the goods could not be reaijied by a 
the words actual cott, on the Act then under consideration, seizure and forfeiture, but have been got throogh the coiloia* 
pp. 420, 421. Their natural meaning would not seem to be house — ^had been removed fiom its stores, and so disfyosed of 
the same ; the one would ordinarily be applied to the goods ' as to be out of the power of the United States. This ia o^ 
purchased, the other to goods sent by the manufacturers or viousiy a most important and eflective instrument in die 
procured in some other way than by purchase. This dis- ! hands of the government It teaches the ofiendcr thaHMiw- 
tinction is recognised in the 5 ^ of the Act of 1823. It di- , ever he may succeed in deceiving or in corrupting dbe officen 
rects, that ad valorem duties shall be estimated by adding '' to ' of the custom-house— however he may succeed in pottiDg 
the actual cost of the same, if the same shall have been ac- his goods where the law cannot reach them, he will not be 
tualiy purchased, or to the actual value, if the same shall rafe in the perpetration of his crime, but will be peigon al iy 
have been procured otherwise than by purchase." answerable for the goods which' were forfeited to the Umttd 

This inquiry goes as well to the question whether the Act States and became their property by the fraud. Has Cob- 
of 1830 embraces the same case with that of 1799, and gress in any manner, express or implied, abandoned this most 
therefore supplies it, as to the question whether they are in- valuable guard over their custom-houses and their revenue ! 
consistent If they do not relate to the same subject matter. If they have not, have I a right to do it for them by a judidll 
then the Act of 18S0 is neither a substitute for or inconsis- ' construction of acts that have no reference to it in any way? 
tent with that of 1799. I leave this part of the argument If this enactment is to be taken away, it roost be done by 
with these observations, and go on to the inquiry whether in I the authority that made it It is not for a court, bound te 
any other respects these Acts are inconsistent, so that both ' execute the law, to construe away by remote implicatient 
cannot be executed. How are they inconsistent ? Why ! and argumentative constructions, such a salutary piovisiott 
may they not stand together ? They appear to provide for ' as this. I will add another observation npon this part of the 
different offences, and to inflict different penalties and that case. The counsel for the claimants have contended, it is 
both may be executed, both may stand and be applied to the not necessary for me now to say with what success, that by 
cases as they fall under them. The act of 1799, declares the provisions of the act of 1830 and the subsequent acta, the 



that if goods shall not be invoiced according to their actual 
cost, with design to evade the duties, all euch ffootU shall be 
forfeited. The oflfenco is having goods in an invoice put 
down not according to their actual cost ; the penalty is a for- 
feiture of the goods ; and there is nothing in this Act from 
which it can be inferred, as has been done in relation to the 
mbsequent Acts, that the fraud of the invoice must be dis- 
covered before the goods leave the custom-house, or that they 



whole proceeding, as respects the goods, most take place in 
the custom-house, the examination and appratsement mot 
be there, the fraud must be there discovered, and the ceixnra 
there made. What is the effect of this argument opon the 
question of the repeal of the 66 % of act of 1799 ? If the 
argument be sound, and the claimants mnst stand by it; or 
they will escape the act of 1799 only to fall under that dl 
1880, if the argument be sound, and the 66 § of the act of 



must be there seized. If they have been falsely and fraudu- \ 1799 is repealed, then it follows that the firaudulent owner 
lently invoiced, the forfeiture attaches to them when the ' of goods passed through the custom-house bj a (abe invoiod 
fraud is committed, and they may be taken and forfeited for \ and a false oath may, an hour afWrwards, exhibit them and 
it any where and at any time. But the oflence designated . hold them in open day safe from all danger, intangible by 
in the Law uf 1830, is entirely a different one, and the pen- ' the laws and the officers of the law, and furthermore, be not 
alty is different, and neither of them inconsistent with the | personally responsible for the value of the goods he has Ifautf 
Act of 1799. I shall speak only of the invoice. By the ! taken from the United States, and which in troth and fact 



Act of 1830, there is no provision for the forfeiture of indi- 
vidual goods which are falsely charged in an invoice, but the 
pravisidn is, if the invoice be made up with intent to defraud, 
then the invoice ia forfeited. The offence is the making up, 
4m ptepaiing and fabricating an invoice with design to de- 



were the property of the irnited States. Could Congrea* 
have intended this? This would be to lay the revenue bare 
to the hand of the q[x>iler, and to say to him. do your biui* 
ness adroitly, avoid immediate detection, and you may do it 
with impunity ! Every dtiaen may IbDow and tah0 \a0 
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foodi ftindofeatly takn oot of hk poMtnion : bat this jnai 
and neoenaiy right ii deniad only to the Unitad States. — 
Can this be so 1 The right end property, whatever they 
weie, which the United States had in Uiese goods, could not 
be divesied by a fraud. 

I hsve now disposed of the most important questions of 
law which have been raised and discussed in the course of 
this trisL My decisions may be erroneous, and if they be 
ao there u a means for correcting them. I have given to 
them a close and anxioua attention, both on the argument 
here, and in my reaearches in my Hbraiy. I have not there- 
fore fallen into error from inattention or an indisposition 
to labor. I have given the result of my researches and re- 
flections, and it is my highest satisfiiction to know that 
another tribunal may be resorted to to review my opinions. 

We now approach the evidence and facts of the case- 
But here a preliminaiy question of law meets us, which must 
be considered before we enter upon the evidence and facta. 
I allude to the question ao strongly contested at the bar. On 
which party doea the law throw the burden of proof; or the 
onus proband! 1 Ara the United States bound to prove the 
charge of fmud affirmatively, to your full conviction, or have 
fhej done enough to make it incumbent on the claimants to 
prove their innocence 1 The answer to this question is not 
anbmitted to your discretion or to mine, but is given by an 
act of Congieas which has been forty years in force, and the 
justice and polior of which has not been denied. By the 
71 § of the act of 1799, it is declared that, ** In actions, suiU 
or informations, to be brought where any aeizore shall be 
Bade pursuant to this act, if the property be claimed by any 
person, in every such case the onus probandi shall lie upon 
such claimant;" at the conclusion of the section, separated 
from this clause by other matter, it is added, ** but the onua 
probandi shall lie on the claimant only where probable cause 
IS shown for sticA pr—ecuUony to be judged of by the court 
before whom the prosecution is had." When must this 
probable cause exist 1 When must it appear and be knownl 
It is contended on behalf of the claimants that it must be 
antecedent lo the seixure, must have been known to those by 
whom the seizure wss made, and was tho ground and war- 
rant for their proceedings. I cannot by any means assent to 
this construction of the law. It has no reference whatever 
to the seiaure but the trial i there muat be probable caase for 
the protecuHont not for the teixure / and the court is to judge 
of it, by what appears to the court — by what comes to the 
knowledge of the court on the trial of the prosecution. I( 
then, the evidence adduced on the part of the prosecution 
shall in the judgment of the court show a probable cause for 
the proaecution, the law says, the burden of proof shall be 
.thrown upon the claimant, that ii, he most discharge him- 
aelf from the proaecution, he must prove his innocence, that 
he has not committed the oflenoes charged upon him, to the 
satisfaction of the jury, or he must stand condemned. At 
first blush this would seem to be unreasonable and unjust 
If it were so we are bound to obey and execute the law ; we 
have no power as a court, as jurors, or as citizens to diar^aid 
it. We shall see presently, I think, that it is neither unjust 
nor unreasonable. 

On the close of the evidence on behdf of the prosecntion, 
how did the caae stand before the court t 1. I refer gener- 
ally to the circumstances attending the seizure ; to the at> 
tempts to conceal the goods that the officera of the hiw were 
in search of, to the repeated, deliberate and confessed un- 
truths declared lo (he officers by the claimants, to divert their 
pursuit and prevent the ditooveiy of the goods, which were 
hidden with great skill. It has been said again and again by 
the counsel for the claimants, that they were not bound to 
answer the questions of the officers ; that they might lawfully 
refuse to answer them. Let thid be granted ; but can it be 
denied that if they did answer th^y were bound to answer 
truly ! They showed no reluctance to answer ; (hey did so, 
promptly and freely, bat falsely. Dosi this raise no pre> 
wmption against their imiooence 1 Is it not a strong ingr^ 
dient in the probable cause required by the aet of Congress ? 
As to the panic, caused by the suddenness of the attadc,yon 
will judge of that I see no evidence of it They had taken 
the alaroir before the offioect came there; tiiey had tine to 



deliberate and determine theoooMa they would take, and 
they did determine to get clear of the difficulty and suspicion 
they labored under, not by the open, candid proceeding of 
men conscious of innocence and fearing no investigation, but, 
to protect themselves, to esenpe from it by a concealment of 
the property sought after, and by a (Issue of falsehoods to 
prevent a discovery. This began in the morning and was 
continued in the afternoon. Where waa the sudden surpriae 
by which this conduct ii> now excused. 

3. A second ground of probable cause shown by the evi- 
dence of the prosecution, is found in the testimony of the 
appraisers, public and private. We are not on this question 
to consider the effect of the claimants* evidence to diminish 
the force of that testimony. On the testimony of these ap- 
praisers a very important undervaluation of the goods appears^ 
and may be considered lo you a probable cause at least for 
the prosecution. But there is a aort of negative testimony 
on this question of the orui« probandi, which most have a 
powerful influence on the judgment of every man. It ia» 
that the claimants have made no attempt, no pretence to 
meet the direct question in issue, that is, what was the ao* 
tusl cost of these goods, although it is undeniably in their 
power. And it is now that you will perceive that in a case 
of this sort there is nothing unjust or unreasonable in throw* 
ing the burden of proof upon them, in calling on them tff 
prove their innocence, afler the United States have shown 
probable cause for the prosecution. We have en this pointy' 
the opinion of aa great a judge and as just a man as ever eat 
upon the bench to adminuter the laws of his country. In 
Brockenbrough's Reports of the Decisions of Chief Jnstioer 
Maiahall, 375, an opinion is delivered on this 71 ^ of the 
aet of 1799. The Chief Justice saya, ''In this case, thn 
United States are not required to establish guilt but the. 
claimants must prove their innocence. It is not the duty of 
the judge to justify the legislature, but surely if, in any caae,- 
aoch a legislative provision be proper, it is in this* Thtf 
fkct is generally premeditated, and is perpetrated under all' 
the precautions and in all the aecrecy which ingenuity canr 
suggest and the mesns of proving innocence, at Irsat to a 
reasonable extent, which ia all that can be required, are in 
p9i9eM9ion of the accuted. In auck a caae ho may, withool 
a violation of principle, be required to prove his innocence 
In snch a case, the abaenoeof testimony clearly in the pover 
of the daimantt if not supplied by other equivalent teatimo- 
ny, must be fataL" The same doctrine is mwntained by 
Judgea Washington and Slory, and by the Supreme Court 
of the United States. Indeed it has neVer been questioned,' 
and thsJt it ia just and reasonablo is manifest' to common- 
sense. Peters C. C. Reports, 10. 2 GalL 498. 8 Wheat 
407. 

Apply theae principlea, so obviously just and reasonable 
to this case. The question is, what did these goods cost in 
England I The claimants are the importers and purchaaera. 
They know to a cent what they cost they know of whom 
they purchased them, and they know precisely where to go 
for \hb proof, if they have it nOt in their pecketa. But they 
have made no such attempt, nor have they given any reasoa 
for the omission. What says the Chief Justice to such • 
caa^V " thbt the absence of testimony clearly in the power of 
the claimants, if not supplied by other e^t>a^r testimony. 
mnstbefaUL" 

The only attempt at a reason' for tb« absence of thii Mb> 
elusive evidence, dearly in the power of the claimant, waa 
made by one of the counaeL It was this, that the seizure 
was msde for non-payment of duties, and ga^d'hira no no>' 
tice that the cost of the gooda would cotne in question. Ir 
webfbv|otten thai the infbnnation' Wok filed in September/ 
which sets out precisely the grounds on which the forfeiture 
would be insisted on, and among the rest, that the goodi^ 
were not ihvoiced at their actual cost' 

On thia question of tho burden of proof, I am clearly of 
opinion that the United' Statea have shown probable cause 
for the prosecution, and that the 0nv9 proband* ik thereby 
thrown upon the claiibanta. 

The important questions you have to decide In this case* 
are, whethiBr the goods in question or any and which of tfabn^ 
vrere invoiced bekrw their aetud coat, and whether the n^' 
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voiees or any and which of them, qr the packages or any and 
which of them were made Tip with the desig:n, to evade the 
duties legally chained upon them, t3 defraud the revenue of 
the t'niied states. In pursuing this inquiry . ynu will ulways 
bear in mind the principle just decided, to wit, that the bur- 
den of proof lies on the claitnant^; ihal it is inrumhrnt on 
th<-m to prove to youi saiisfaction that the goods Jiie invoiced 
at their actual coRt. Il tbcy have not done so, their defence 
mu^t tail. The firtit step in thisintfiuiy is to ascertain ^hat 
was the actual C08t of these goods ; and how has this been 
done on the part of the United Stales 1 By certain appraise- 
ments made in the first place by official appraic^rs of the 
eustom-house of this city« and further by certain piivete ap- 
praisers selected for that purpose. I will here make a remark 
upon an argument strongly and repeatedly urged on behalf 
of the claimants. It is this, that there canijoi be but one o^- 
ctal appraUanent of the goods, and tliat must be made in 
the costom-hoose at which the goods are entered. I think 
it ia not necessary to affirm or deny this doctrine. If the 
opinions of Messrs. Stewart & Simpson have not the au- 
thority of an official appraisement or act, they have never- 
theless the weight of the judgment of men accustomed to 
mdae goods of this de8crii)tion, and who from tlieir appoints 
BMnts as well as their experience, may be presumed to have 
dompetent knowledge and skill in ascertaining their value. — 
In this light you may consider their evidence and give credit 
to it accordingly. The evidence of the cost or value of these 
goods, oflercd on the part of the United States, is found in 
these appraisements ! But a prehminaiy objection is made 
to this evidence, which most be attended to before it is exam- 
ined. It is said that you are to pronounce upon ihefact of 
•n undervaluation, and that you have no evidence of the 
fact J that is, no proof that the goods ate invoiced below their 
actual cost ; and why 1 Because you have no proof of what 
the actual cost was ; that you have the opinifitt and valua* 
U»na of certain persons here in tliis city, but these do not 
ind cannot prove the fact. You have been asked with great 
energy and no small plausibility, will you pronounce a sen- 
tence of fraud upon the claimants 1 Will you condemn and 
take away these goods on mere opinions and valuations, 
where you ought to have proof of the fact that they were 
undervalued 1 In reply to these pointed inquiries may you 
cot ask, why is it that you have not the direct evidence of 
the £ict of actual cost 1 Why are you obliged to resort to 
inferior evidence to come at that fact 1 It is because the 
claimants who urge this objection upon you, who have in 
their knowledge and at their command the positive proof of 
the cost of the goods, have not produced it to you. It is in- 
deed remarkable that, having such proof in their power, they 
have resorted to, relied upon precisely the same evidence they 
condemn when used by the United States, that is, opinions 
and valuations obtained here. Is this course of proceeding 
characterized too strongly, if you should consider the claim- 
ants as seying to you : We know what these goods cost; 
we have the p^^oof in our hands, but we will not produce it ; 
we will compel you to resort to valuations and opinions, and 
then say they are not factt ; we know tliat your appraisers 
will not exactly agree in their valuations, it is not possible 
Aey should, and then we will use them to destroy each other, 
end we will claim to be acquitted of all wrong, because half 
a dozen men cannot agree upon the amount of the wrong; 
yonr witnwscs must differ, if they are honest, and in this 
oon^ion we will escape. 

** The abhence of testimony ,** says the late Chief Justice, 
** dearly in the power of the claimants, if not supplied by 
other equivalent testimony, must be fatal." I will »ay to you 
that, in such circumstances, you are justified in making the 
strongest presumptiuns againit the party thus withholding 
the truth from you. This principle, so obviously just and 
reasonable, is fully recognised in a case reported I Str. 606, 
well known in our courts. A chimney-sweeper boy found a 
jewel, and carried it to the shop of the defendant, who was 
a goldsmith, to know what it was, and delivered it to an ap- 
prentice in the shop. He, under pretence of weighing it, 
took out the stones, and said it came to three half pence.-^ 
The master oflfered the boy that money, who refused to take 
i^ and insiaCed upon having the jewel again. They gave 



him the socket without the stonei. The boy broo^tan 
tion of trover to recover their value. But the vahiei 
known, and the defendant would not produce the 
Whereupon, witne^ses of the trade were examined to jtrt 
what a jewel of the finest water, to fit the socket, woold be 
worth. The Chief Justice directed the jury, (bat usieea tiM 
defendant did produce the jewel, and show it not to becithm 
fine>t water, they should presume the strongest again** hinip 
and make the value of the be$i Jttceh the measure of ibcir 
damages, which they did accordingly. The applicatioB of 
this case to that before us is plain ; as the daimanu will nol 
cihow tlie actual cost of these goods, yoo may preraroe cIm 
strongest against them, and estimate them at the Ugheet ^k 
praisement that has been made. 

You are now to make up your verdict upon sorh teethoo^ 
ny as you have received upon these queaiiona: Were these 
goods invoiced not at their actual cost 1 And was thia dene 
with a design to evade the duties chargeable upon them l-^ 
Were the invoices or packages made up with intent, by e 
false valuation, to defraud the revenue of the Um'Crd Sfatee ? 

For the ascertainment of the coat or value of ^b% goode 
you have various appreiseroenta, made at diFerent timea end 
places and by different persona. The first at New York, hj 
Mr. Lounsbury, an assistant appraiser, duly appointed and 
sworn, and by Mr. Tiipler, not an appointed appvaiser, hot 
the clerk of the appraisers. This appraisement appeara to 
have been made with the greatest possible speed, and the least 
possible examination. The time occupied was very abort ; 
and of the 721 pieces, but about 32 were examined at alL 

Mr. Lounsbury told you that he has examined 100 pack- 
ages a day, which, on his own average of 4 pieces firomeadk 
package, would be 400 pieces examined in a day. You have 
seen how many hours it took here to examine 30 or 40 piaen 
and you must judge what sort of an examination Mr. Leone* 
bury gave to his 400, and what reliance you ou^t to place 
upon his estimates. 

You will say whether you will take such a valuation as a 
safe standard for the whole. I do not intend to tipeuk to yoo 
of tlie examinations and valuations made by Mr. BobiKaa 
and other gentlemen of New York, nor of the objection 
made by the United States to the confidence that shoukl be 
placed in their opinions and testimony. Yoo have heard 
their evidence ; you have heard the objections, reeled again 
and again by the counsel, and it is a question of credit of 
which you are to judge. 

Of the appraisement made here you are more able to make 
a just estimate. The witnespes are your fellow citkcna, weB 
known to you, and individually entitled to your rvepeeif 
Their means of information wUl, then, be the particular aul^ 
ject for your consideration, on the one side and the other.— 
You have for the United States, Mr. Stewart, Simpson, fil- 
ter, Lewis, Churchman, Kennard, Tmgly ; and for tbeclaiosp 
ants, fiurk, Bernard, WilHamson, Newlin, Richardson, May* 
bury, and some from New York. Your attention AouM be 
more directed to the knowledge, the experience, the idtill, in 
judging of the value of cloths, than to the number. One 
competent witness would outweigh many incompetent once; 
but where competency is, equal numbers will preponderate. 
It is not like evidence of aj^/c/, where the honesty of the 
witness gives him credit ; it is evidence of opinion ; of judg<» 
ment, where the honesty of the witneas will not sustain himi 
unless he has knowledge and skill to gi\e confidence to bit 
opinion. 

As to the variance between the valuations made here in 
court, and those previously made by the same persona at the 
custom-house, you will remember that Mr. Siter, Mr. Lewis 
(I think,)and Mr. Churchman dedared that they eould noC 
pretend to form aa satisfactory an opinion here aa that made 
at the custom-house; that they would themselves have bat 
little confidence in it, and, in caae of a difiference, ahoold 
adhere to the appraiaement at the custom-house. With these 
explanatioas and qualifications, you will enter upon the ez« 
aminations of aU the appraisements, and come to the coodo- 
sion yon shall conadentioaaly believe to be just and true.'— 
It is, I think, a very dear proposition, that a valuation made 
by four or &re judicious penons all meaning to do right, who 
^11 compare their eepaiate opuaasmf hear each other'axea* 
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•one tnd agree upon a result, is more to be relied upon as 
coming at the true Taluo, than the judgment of any of ihem, 
or ofany individoaL This waa done by the appraisers on 
the pan of the proMcution. It is thus that juries make up 
their verdicts. When they retire to their room, there is 
generally a variety of opinims, but on comparing their opin- 
ions and hearing each other's reasons, they come to a result 
4n which they all a^ee, and which is more to bo depended 
upon than any of the separate opinions. 

Supposing that you shall find that these goods are under- 
valued in the invoices, how are you to decide upon the fraudu- 
lent interest or design 1 In doing this you will be in6uenced 
by the extent of the undervaluation. It is enough to have 
been a temptation to fraud ; could it on a largo business alTord 
a great profit ? Does it run generally through all the invoices, 
or is it only an occasiional undervaluation, that might have 
happened by accident, by mistake, without any design? 
Theiie and other circumstances will suggest them to your- 
celvea on this queilion of intent. But you will not over- 
look the conduct of the parties at the time of the seizure. 
Was it that of upright men in the lawful pursuit of their 
lawful business ? I will not enlarge upon this part of the case. 
Tou have heard much of it, and I doubt not will judge of 
it rightfully. Neither refusing its fair and reasonahle in- 
fluences! nor pressing it to an unjust extremity. On this 
question of fraudulent intention, you cannot put aside the 
^rcumstance so ofVen mentioned, and which indeed meets 
the claimants and frowns upon them at every turn of their 
case, in every path by which they would escape, their de- 
diniog or omitting to show the actual cost of these goods, 
their orders for the importation, their correspondence with the 
persons in England from whom they were bought, in short 
every document relating to the purchase, which had a ten- 
dency to show the truth and honesty of the legislation. 

Finally: 

As to the 1 die 2 Counts, I have told you that I think they 
hvre not been sustained by the evidence, and that on them 
your verdict should be for the Claimants. 

The 3d Count. If you shall be of opinion that these goods 
were found concealed, as charged, and that the duties on them 
had not been paid or secured, by which you are to understand 
the whole amount of duties legally chargeable upon them 
aooording to their actual cost and value : in that case the 
goods are forfeited, and the verdict shoulu be for the United 
States. 

The 4, 3, db 10 Counts, are founded on the 66 § of the 
Act of 1799, which not being repealed, the verdict on these 
oonnta should go for the United States, provided, that on the 
evidence you shall believe that the goods were entered in the 
office of the collector of New York, and were not invoiced 
according to the actual cost thereof at the place of exporta- 
tion, with the design to evade the duties thereupon, or any 
part thereof. 

The 6 Count is founded on the 4 ^ of the Act of 1830, 
as are also the 8 & II Counta. If, on the evidence, you 
shall believe that tlie invoices were made up with intent, by 
a false valuation of extension, to evade or defraud, your ver- 
dict on these counta should be for the United States. 

Hie 6 Count charges that each and every of the packages, 
and each and every of the invoices, were made up with the 
intent by a false valuation, to defraud the revenue, and if 
you shaU so find them, the verdict ahould be for the United 
States. 

The 9 & 13 Counta are founded on the 14 § of Act of 
1832. If, on the evidence, you shall believe that the pack- 
ages were made up with intent to evade or defraud the reve- 
nue, your verdict should be for the United States. 

The 7 Sl 12 Counta contain a similar charge under the 
4 § of the Act of 1830, it being laid in these counta that the 
paekagea were made up with intent, by false valuation, to 
evade and defraud the revenue. 

Yoa will observe that many of the counts are substantially 
the same, varying only in form, or the manner of laying the 
oAenoe. With the exception of the count for concealment, 
Ihey may be resolved into these general chargea: That the 
goods were not invoiced according to their actual cost, with 
a desigii to evade the duties; that the packages were Bsuide up 



with intent, by a false valuation, to defraud the revenue; that 
the invoices were made up ^vith that intent ; that the pack- 
ages'were mnde up with intent to evade or defraud the reve* 
niic. This interesting cause will now be committed to you. 
St^ldom has any Jury had mxhrn tteJ to them one of equal 
importanro. If, a^ yoii h:ive heard, there has be^'n a com- 
bination anywhere t;) defraud your revenue, and depress the 
honest hn4tne?>s and industry of your retlow-ritizens, yoa 
will bo hfippy to be instrumental in puni^^hin^ the olTendera 
and breakin'r il up. On the other, if the Claimant** have 
had no lort or part in any such eotnbination or pmcticea, it 
will erivp you equil pleasun' to say so by your verdieL 

The Jury retired, and returned in ah^iut ten minutes with 
a verdict for the Cl'iimant« on i\w first two <.*ounts of the 
Information — and for the United States on the eleven re- 
maining Counts. — North wimerican. 



City Property, — We understand that Messrs. Grundy de 
Co. Auctioneers of the city effected a sale of real and per- 
sonal property, on Wednesday at the Exchange, amount- 
ing to nearly $100,000, belonging to the estate of the late 
Luke Tiemsn, £»q. The mansion house of the deceased, 
corner of Charles and Fayette streeta, was purchased by Mr. 
David Leche, for the sum of $2't,000 ; t'le warehouse adjoin- 
ing, by the same, for $6,9u0. The warehouse on Baltimore 
street, occupied by Mensrfl. Pendleton, Long dc Keilly, near 
to Sharp street, wns struck off to Mr. R. W. Pendleton, of 
the s.-iid firm, at S20,wOO. The warehouse opposite Hanover, 
on Baltimore street, occupied by Mes-irs. Duvall dc Gable, 
purchased by Mr. RichM. Duvail. at ^6,250; thi^ lot waa 
subject to a ground rent of $900. The wharf on Kell's Point, 
known as Dunkin's wharf, the Messrs. J. &, A. Smith bought 
for $15,00 J. A warehouse on Light street wharf waa pur- 
chased by Mr. Lurman for $6,tj30. Various vacant lota 
situated in different parta of the city, of various depths and 
fronte, sold at from $25 to $ 1.5 a foot front We learn that 
the bidding was quite animated, and the day very unpro- 
pitioua, owing to a heavy fall of rain, which lasted all day. 

[Baltimore Patriot* 



JBxpedltlon— Mall. 



By the new mail arrangement, the mail may, and some- 
times does reach this place from New York, in 46 hours; 
and on Saturday last, it reached Charleston, by this place, 
in 62^ hours^It is usually, however, detained here from 6 
o'clock in the afternoon until noon next day, in conse- 
quence of the impracticability of crossing the bar at the 
mouth of the Cape Fear river, when the cars do not reach here 
before 4 P. M. As the river la not lighted, it would be ex- 
tremely dangerous to make the attempt, and if made, it would 
doubtless ere long result in the loss of pro])erty and life.—- 
While upon the subject we will here extract an article from 
the Charleston Patriot of the 16th. 

''The Northern Mail waa received here this morning irom 
New York in sixty'ttoo and a haifj and from Philadelphia, 
Baltimore dc Washington in forty'cight hourt* We owe 
this saving of time to the enterprise of the Wilmington and 
Raleigh Railroad Company, who are not bound to deliver 
it here even at 13^ P* M. by the new schedule, until the 
Cape Fear River is sufficiently lighted to enable the boats 
to descend it without hszard, durinp; unfavourable weather. 
When the weather is favorable at Wilmington we shall be 
in tlie receipt of the Mail between 8 and 12 M., in two 
^avs and a half from New York, when unfavorable not 
in less time than at present and at the same hour. The 
citizens of Charleston will then see the necessity of apply- 
ing to Congress, if the Post Master General does not con- 
ceive himself warranted to allow additional compenaatioa 
for the lighting of Cape Fear River, that the Mail should 
not be detained during unfavorable weather at Wilmington, 
twenty-four hours and that the arrangement should be 
made permanent, by which they would receive the Northern 
Mail in the time that it reached here to-day. 

Wilmington tV. C. Advertioer. 



SPECIE nfPOSTED DtTO THE OHITED STATES FROM 1SS1 to18S8. 



TWUe fl&owliv Uie amoont of Specie received ttom eacli conntrr— U31 1« ISSS. 



IMPORTS FROM. 



Europe. 

Sweden ind Norwoj 

Holland, Ketherlaod* 

Belgium 

Enjlunil, Berwick aod Mui 

ScoUiuid 

Gibr^tar , 

Hante Towns and ports of German;  . . 

French ports on Alluitie 

'■ Mediterraiiean 

Spaniih porta on Atlantic 

Meditecranein , 

Portagal 

Trieile and other Austrian porta 

Denmark 

BoR^ gcnenllj 

IUI7, Malta and Sidlj 

Fayd and odier Azorei 

Madeira 

TeneriCtb and other Canaries 

Cape de Verds, &c 

Prendi African potts 

Brttisb African ports 

Africa gcneratlj 

TDikej. Levant, Egypt, &C. 

DiilcbEast Indiei 

Ada generally 

Mauriliua and Bourbon 

Manilla and Pbillipine Islands 

South Seas and N. W. eoaal of America. 

BritUh East Indies 

Sewh v^meriea. 
Hondoraa. Campeachjr ^d Musquelo abore 
Spaniah Soulb American Colonies. . 
Boulh America generally 

Guatimalaand Central Rqxiblic of America 

Colomtoa 

Pom 1 '. 

BnetKisAyns 

Brmail 

Chili 

Argentine Republic 

French do 

Dutch do. , 

Writ India and Jlnteriean Calaniet. 

Swedish West Indies 

Danish do, 

Dutch W. Indies apd Amnican Colooiee. 

Hsyti 

Cuba .....; 

Other Spanidi Weal India 

West Indies gemrally 

British West Indies 

British American Cotoniea 

Newfoundland i 

Floridas 

Other British Colonies 

Fiench W. Indiaa and American Colonies. 



603,360 
190,166 
617,264 
247,384 

31,300 

fi,002 

140,776 

98,139 



10,336 
93,000 



67,636 
91,379 



309,564 
106,676 
604,409 
1,163,363 
12,787 



14,646 

3,SO0 
8,796 



6,600 

470 

17,078 



8,363 

' I'iib'o 



137,338 
329,439 
690,169 



383.822 
4,425 
3,000 

181,696 



102,246 
6,669 
8,450 
13,087 
13,388 
1,800 



13,363 

600 

17,413 



61388 

79.3S1 

340 

33,036 

10,34S 



4,978 
33i27I 
3,600 



40,663 
48,630 



151,380 



33369 

158,681 

35,088 

2J380 



100,034 
3,407 



6,300 
31,4« 



70,156 
3,000 
13.316 



13,676 
2,603,108 

13,946 
199,469 
333,167 
274,406 
197,183 

46,306 



3,960,409 
43,0)3 
462,617 I 
406,623 
31.144 
104,771 
261,774 



(9,064,890 $3,369,848 >6.097,996 ff8,379.836 W,ltO,' 



184a] 



fsncm iMPOSTSD into the mnrBB states from lasi to lase. 



TAmLB CONTIinjED. 



IMPORTS FROM. 



1 



if 



£urope. 

Sweden and Norway 

Holland, Netherlands ..•;.....' • . . 

Belgium • 

England, Berwick and Man 

Ireland 

Scotland 

Gibraltar.... ; 

Han«e Towns and ports of GermaBj . • • . 

French ports on Atlantic 

 Mediterranean 

Spanish porta on Atlantic 

 Mediterranean 



Portugal 

Trieste and other Austrian porti. 

Russia ;.... 

Denoiark 

Europe generally 

Italy, Malta and Sicily 



Tayal and other Ames 

Madeira. 

Teneriffe and other Canaries 

Cape de Verds, dbc. 

Jl/riea. 

Trtfadi African ports 

British African ports 

Afirira generally. 

Turkey, Levant, Egypt, Ac . • 

J) utch E ast Indies 

China 

Asia generally 

Mauritius and Bourbon 

Manilla and Philhpine Islands 

South Seas and N. W. coast of America. 

British East Indies 

South JSmerica, 
Honduras, Campeachy and Musqueto shore 

Spanish South American Colonies 

South America generally 

Mexico 

Guatimala and Central Republic of America 

Colombia 

Peru 

Buenos Ayres ; 

Brazil 

ChiU 

Argentine RepubUe 

British Guiana 

French da 

Dutch do. ...'. ;............ 

We»t Indiet and American Colonie». 

Swedish West Indies 

Danish do. 

Dutch W. Indies and American Colonies. 

Hayti 

Cuba 

Other Spanish West Indies 

West Indies generally. 

Britiidi West Indies 

British American Colonies 

Newfoundland 

Ploridas ; 

OtherBritishColonies....>*T 

French W, Indies and American Colonies 



18187. 



$4,400 
85,608 

34,lVl 

' 600 
89,278 

1,965 

104,168 

60,179 

2,300 
19,200 
31,564 
10,304 



102,692 

21,299 

21,424 

4,064 

24,600 



18,700 
68,324 

11,687 
2,067 

' 9,000 

26,685 
13,327 



6,575 



4,006,256 
106,609 
666,881 
666,788 

26,575 
282,914 

95,502 



1828. 



82,920 
263,312 
107,810 

47,132 
478,690 

13,670 

313,386 
154,507 



228,468 



$181,283 
20,972 



37,391 

12 

66,569 

2,484 

246 

1,260 

2,600 

...... 



1829. 



67,632 

12,773 
7,771 
1,700 

17,645 



61,229 

11,406 

2,000 

24,390 



600 



3,853,880 
66,487^ 
420,52^ 
629,350 
60,563 
181,677 
330,808 



109,666 

176,007 

89,018 

69,703 

679,228 

3,446 

34,851 
179,944 



206,963 



$3,000 
17,308 

39,826 

. .... 

58,708 

3,844 

27,570 

1,482 

14,450 

15,800 

13,985 

460 



300 
1,200 

8,000 
9,660 

'7,bis8 



7,787 
63,208 

488 
3,393 

6,50b 



1830. 



46,117 

"700 

4,344,946 

139,872 

222,937 

602,070 

83,381 

76,836 

163,860 

8,076 



100,741 

164,732^ 

148,027 

46,089 

363,920 

8,664 

2,210 

79,490 

241,237 



286,287 



$8,161,130 $7,489,741 i$7,403,612 



$1,110 
12,197 

144,231 



7,860 
12,488 
47,812 
14,617 
25,475 
13,436 

8,154 
912 



2,670 

11,840 
5,000 

15,467 

. • . a  • 

940 
68,381 

46,018 

10,000 

9,194 

13,000 

16,248 

2,582 

500 

1,472 

88,076 

4,708,716 

131,672 

414,996 

591,621 



84,696 

1,669 

189,210 



167,874 
247,826 
127,806 
31,718 
362,084 
7,718 

66,736 
262,279 



267,674 



1831. 



$8,156,964 



$16,641 
190,83b 



8,500 
5,628 

47,949 
6,156 

46,439 
8,130 
4,746 
1,900 



37,988 

3,200 
8,667 

32,327 



44,716 

6,868 

4,627 

24,100 

5,322 

' 1,220 

4,670 

82 

20,603 



1832. 



4,464,134 

88,310 

284)908 

331,711 



23,149 

91,694 

8,200 



111,142 

242,479 

73,287 

36,714 

181,774 

16,173 

429,446 
277,197 



181,124 



$7,306,945 



$4,764 
83,639 



8,320 

5,280 
26,629 
14,338 

0,029 
430 

1,600 

'ioob 



4,400 

7,884 

6,186 

2,160 

27,681 



28,999 

4,819 

25,982 
2,000 

' ' ' 1 V4 

li,0(K) 

19,101 



8,626,764 

94,526 

289,386 

166,132 



20,671 

37,488 

4,167 



22,216 
97,927 
36,072 
16,160 
91,066 
9,127 

41 1,8^ 
642,746 



1,000 
162,116 



$6,907,504 



aae 



8PECIB BIPCMITED INTO TBB UNITED 0TATES FBOM Ittltp Mat. 



TAMUUE COBrTDflTED. 



IMPORTS FROM. 



Europe, 

Sweden and Norwsy 

Holland, Netbcrlandi 

.Belgium 

England, Berwick and Man 

Ireland. • • 

Scotland 

Gibraltar i 

Hanie Town* and ports of Germany 

French porta on Atlantic 

————— Mediterranean 

Spanish porta on Atlantic 

 Mediterranean 



1833. 



Poitugal 

Trieste and other Austrian ports 

Russia 

penmark 

Europe generally 

Italy, Malta and Sicily • . .. 



Fayal and other Aaorea 

Madeira • 

Tenerifl'e and other Canaries 

Cape de Veida, dec 

Jf/rico. 

^rendi African ppfts 

BdMah African ports • 

Africa generally. • 

Turkey, Levant, Egypt, dec. 

Putch East Indies 

China • • 

Asia generally 

Mauritus an(} Bourbon 

Manilla and Phiilipine Islanda • 

South Seas and N. W. coast of America. 

Britiah East Indies 

South Jtmerica* 
Honduras, Campeachy and Mnsqueto shore 

Spanish South An^erican Colonies 

.Sot?tl\ America generally 

Mexico 

Guatimala and Central Republic of America 

Oolomhia 

Peru 

Bu^noB Ayrea .....* 

BrazU 

ChiU 

Argentine Republic 

British Guiapa>.*> •« 

French do. .^^ 

Putch do.. , 

Wett Indie$ and American Colonie*. 

Swedish West Indies 

Daotah do. 

Ihatsk W. Indies and AmeiicaQ Cokmin. 

Hayti 

Cub« 

Other Spanish West Indies 

West Indies generally. 

I Britiab West Indiea 

British American Colonies • 

Newfoundland 

Ploridas..... 

Other British Colonies 

French W. Indies and American Colonies . 



15,440 
31,903 

"soo 

2,300 

2,200 

46,719 

13^14 

84,438 

1,994 

4,006 

2,192 

' 1,200 
8,260 



1884. 



11,670 



30,508 

3,674 
10,281 

6^00 
11,537 



1,^60 
2,700 

53|812 

"sbo 

4/^92^92 

84,529 

20t,166 

182,872 



k' 



11,458 

97,567 

6,785 

837 

' 'l,t44 

8,986 

116,783 

49,162 

22,067 

99368 

8,999 

886,491 
817380 



98,664 



160,071 

12,047 

5,805,^13 



3,900 

24,947 

17,067 

1,656,438 

4,534 

2^91 

3,000 

11,013 

22,000 



1885. 



$50,608 

200 

1,303,438 



18,806 

2,707 
2,000 

20,028 



60,762 

821 
1,616 

5,777 



872 
43,629 



16,^00 

4,460 

1,305 

616,788 

2,258 

2,32^ 

31,6dd 

27,8d5 

4,477 



16,094 

4,736 

2,595 

679 

9,987 



68,416 

7,360 
9!^5 

'7,850 



1836. 



7^04,517 

26301 

246,103 

263,231 



End. 30 Sep. 
8343,181 
32313 
186,253 
669,877 



31,735 

385,531 

24,068 

460 

1336 

24,429 
83373 
63,424 
13309 
606,665 
11,160 

4^^864 
652353 



70356 



71,780 



66,605 

415,150 

34,927 

193 



,070,8e8;fl7311|6d2 



82313 
71,867 
69,189 
11,270 
266,256 
15,256 

408,972 
197,400 



163,068 



118,131,447 



$1319 
2,822,920 



8360 



1,207 
4,841,004 



3,400 



990 
2,600 



2,514 

432 

95 

670 

5,422 



1837. 



105,116 



224 

50 

4,140 

465 



39,797 



• •«••• 

4,587,418 

81,911 

156,243 

88,208 



6,940 

203,980 

4320 

1,110 



10,002 
11375 
25310 
67,299 
I223I8 
' 8,600 

200,226 
646,474 



92,627 



$32,461 

25,000 

II6399 

688 
12,785 

1,051303 
1354 

10,428 
2,100- 

15,440 

4,000 



#^.027 

0,700 
9,009,340 



 • • 



io;2ii 

8,165,083 



2364 



15373 

'54390 
2,700 

' 7367 



1390 
79,137 



4,650,978 

14,625 

144,053 

440,10>9 



40317 
550,017 

6333 



27,207 

203335 

49379 

9,940 

1,648,110 

58,725 

2,000 

661,045 

448,602 



447 
122,170 



78,760 

11,540 

82;&77 

7«919 

1,000 



603IJ 



9396 



75^607 

8,742 
4300 

8,114 



7.076 
2^70 

114302 



2,68M96 
50304 

226316 
164370 



1283*1 

262338 

8,000 

21300 



26318 
90U«1 

85315 

6»408 

410,794 

36»788 

1356,795 
450,719 






793M 



#18,400361 $10316.4Uttl7,747,116 



tw 
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SUMMABT OF PRECBinNG TABLE OF DIPORTB OF SPECIE. 



sav 



M 













• 


• 




ftmninnrr of tll« preM^dlng^ Tnlito or Tntporta of Spcrte. 


• 
• 


Yeftii. 


Europe. 


European 


Africa. 


Ada. 


South 


Wcft Indies 


• 
Total. 






Ailantie 






AzDcrica. 


and American 


M 




• 


islanda. 

 








colonies. 


• 


1831 


#4,389,018 


#43.306 


#69,136 


#91,378 


#229,552 


#3,342,500 


#8,064.890 


1833 


703,800 


83,146 


47,004 


36,233 


870,582 


1,700,091 


3,369,846 


1833 


1,140,614 


31,596 


51,883 


112,003 


2,082,800 


1,679,000 


5.097.896 


1834 


1,395,666 


60,991 


40,663 


105,237 


3,944,639 


2,932,641 


8,879.835 


1835 


850,803 


36,907 


65,510 


94,615 


3,698,176 


1,904,755 


6,150,765 


1636 


730,908 


32,414 


15,353 


90,272 . 


4,179,788 


1,842,332 


6,880.966 


1837 


546,159 


71.387 


83,034 


62,666 


5,704,099 


1,684.795 


8,151,130 


1838 


870,338 


39,789 


61,239 


37,795 


5,533,784 


1,446.816 


7,489,741 


1839 


198,083 


19,738 


70,995 


10,381 


5,673,194 


1,431,291 


7,403,612 


1880 


390,763 


31,797 


59,321 


06,542 


6,156,927 


1,520,615 


8,155.964 


1881 


314,856 


44,194 


44,716 


46,289 


5,307,604 


1,548,286 


7,305,945 


1833 


161,439 


43,31 1 


33,999 


43,365 


4,257,159 


1^79,241 


5,907.504 


1833 


146,305 


14,830 


80,508 


35,952 


5,240,961 


1,601,822 


7.070,368 


1834 


7,641,436 


24,735 


50,753 


8.585 


8,227,211 


1,958,923 


17,911,632 


1835 


1,978,334 


17,997 


88,416 


16,135 


9^20,279 


1,210,286 


13.131,447 


1836 


7,179,414 


6,619 


105,116 


4,879 


5,019,922 


1,084,931 


13,400,881 


1837 


1,376,408 


18,037 


54,090 


11,357 


5,924.569 


3,231.963 


10,516.414 


1838 


11,464,517 


9,939 


75,607 


34,684 


3,656,1 14 


2,506,265 


17,747,116 




#40,067,768 


#569,703 


#1,036,330 


#988,358 


#85,627,360 


#34,006,543 


#162,135,952 



On page 173, toI i., was published a general table of the 
imports and exports of specie from 1821 to 1838. The aboTO 
tabl» axhibita the conntrica from which that specie came. It 
wiH be seen that we are indebted ibr the largest amount to 
South America, having received during that period from her 
#85,527,360. From Europe we have imported #40,067,768 
—and firam the Weal Indies and American Colonies #34,- 
006,643— <»f the remainder of the whole amount imported 
we hare received #1,036,220 from Africa, #938,358 from 
Ajia and #569,703 firom Cape-de-Verds and other Atlantic 
Uanda. The whole amoont imported in these 18 years wa8» 
#163,136,953. The amomnt annually imported since 1833 
has more than doubled the importations of former years. 
This increase has been principally from Europe, the supplies 
fiom other eoontries having been rather miiCarmly equal for 
•eveiml years, with the exception of the West Indies for 1837 
and 1838. The preceding tables show in detail the sums 
•nnually received from each country down to 1838. The 
leport for 1830 not being yet published we must defer the 
•latement for tfiat year to a future period. We shall likewise 
hereafter furnish a table, showing the countries to which the 
SG^oits of spede have been made la the same years. . 



•i Marbla QiMtrry — >hae lately been opened in Leacoek 
townsbip, fianrastwr eonnty, on the estate of Philip Reiiael, 
Eeq. which produces an article equal, if not superior in bean- 
tjt to any hitherto diseoverad in the United Statea. 

Bflaailfnl apeoimcns of Whiie and Vtrd Jntigue from 
tiiia qotny, ean be smb al the nannlaetoiy of Mr. Fa^an in 
cil7.*-Ze3rtteiie. 



Pe^nlolfefi 9f Nemhwryport,-^'Bj the eensos of thb 
town taken by the Assessors, in oonfonnity with an act of 
Iba last General Court, it appears the number of inhabitants 
■t tfM piesenl time Is 7,124. In 1830 it was 6^88-in 1837 
it waa 6,741. 



Increase •/ Jlilini9ter9,^Tht American Quarterly Regis- 
ter oontaina a list of ordinations and instslatioiis of minister* 
of the various denominations, making the general summary 
for the year ending April 1, 1840, as follows :~Oongrega* 
tional, 109; Presbyterian, 75; Episcopalian. 55; Baptist, 
84; iJnitarian, 11; other denominations, 17; Total, 331. 
According to this lisl, the greatest increase of ministers wonld 
appear among the Congregationalists. We hsve, thereforef 
taken pains to examine the correctness of the list, and the 
result is as follows : — Of the U 9 reported ss Congregational, 
only 60 are ordinations, the remaiiider installations. Of thv 
75 reported as Presbyterian, 22 only are ordinations, and ol 
all the others, 42 only are ordinotions. • 

By turning to the Quarteily List of the Christian Review » 
we find instead of 84, there are 164 Baptist ordinations re- 
ported in the same period, as no installations are there report* 
ed. The real increase of ordained ministers, therefore, stand* 
tiius: Baptists, 164; Congregationalists, 60 ; Presbyterian^ 
^2 ; other denominations, as aa for as reported in the Quagw 
teriy Register 43.— CAn'srioJi Watehman* 

Siik. — ^We have been shovnn a specimen of silk, recently 
mannfoctured by Mr. Canet. in Elysian Fields, between Vicv 
tory and Moreaut streeta. The sample is exceedingly rich 
and beautifol, weighing about three quarters of a pound, antf 
ia the product of 1,800 worms. The texture is fine, buf 
uneommonly strong^a single thread sustaining a mesa 
neariy a qoarler of a pound in wei|^t Mr. Casset has 30^ 
000 wonns, and intends engaging extensively in the prodoo^ 
tion of eggs, and the manufoctuie of silk.— ^. O. JBee. 



A large portion of the present number is devoted to tfa# 
important trial, and Judge Hopkinson's Charge, in the case 
of an attempt to defraud the Government of duties. Thi* 
and the tables of the import of specie have exclnded our 
usual portion of miscellaneous matter. 

We would ofier our acknowledgments to the Secretazy of 
State of New York, for a copy of the Geofogical Reports 
and to the Seeretaiy of Massachusetts, for numerons inter* 
esting and important public documents. 
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A BroItiH— IT PMMloa«r« One H«adred 

• 

* 80 rare an imtanM of longevity has iodaeed the writer 
of the following to give a short history of the life and babita 
of this venerable soldier and patriot, which is furnished from 
*«bt»own iips.-^t$orgeant Lemuel Winchester waa bom May 
/ i3th, 1740|at Tewkesbury, Middlesex county, in this State* 
and now r^esides in North Danvers. When an infant he 
ivas removed lo Hrookiine, in the County of Norfolk, where 
he reaideil until the 15th year of his age; he then went to 
Roibury, where he worked in a tanyard two years. When 

• war look place between the French and English, at 19 he 
enlisted aa a soldier, and marched for Crown Point; went 
na far as Albany an«l received news of the defeat of the En- 
glish by the French; retiring, he passed through the interior 

* of New York to a place called Schenectady, whence he 
went with the army by water to the Lakes, where in the 

* rammer they destroyed an Indian village who were in the 
French service. After this campaign he returned to Mas- 
Mchuaetta. The next spdng he enlisted in Capt Jona- 
than Brewer*s company of Americans, and marched to 
Canada. He was in the gallant army of English and Pro- 
vincials under the command of General Wolfe, and was at 
Che aiege and battle of Quebec, where Wolfe fell. In the 
month of November he returned to his native State. The 
Jiezt spring, as he says, *' not having had fighted enough," 
he enlisted under, Capt Whitney, of Rowley, to serve in 
Upper Csnada but when he got there there waa no 6ghting 
lo do. The English and Americana were so superior in 
Ibroe that the French yielded without a struggle. 

At the close of the Old French War, he returned to 
Massachusetts, and spent the summer. He says from thia 
time to the commencement of the war of the Revolution, 
(about 16 yeara) he alternately resided in Maaaachusetu 
and New Hampshire, occupied io tiUing the soli. But at 
the time of the battle of Lexington- and Concord, he 
waa at Amherst, in New Hampahire, where he eoliated in 
Capt. Croeby'a company, and marched to Bunker Hill, 
where he shared the gloiy of the fight At the doee of the 
campaign he returned to Amherst. Mr. Winchester waa 
appoint Sergeant at that time. A Her this, he say a he 
was out once more three montha, in the course of which he 
hmA **another bruah with the regulara." Fsom that time 
«Btil he was 97 years of age, he worked on the soil for his 
living* For the last three years, by reason of a atiflfneaa in 
Ilia joints^ he haa not been able to toit Uia health for the 
noat part of hia long pilgrimage, haa been remarkably good. 
Ha haa never been troubled with a physician, or medicine, 
but once in his life, and that waa at the age of 20, when he 
bad a alight fever. Hia appetite, throughout life, haa been 
good, hia diet haa been good substantial, farmer's Jaia. He 
haa been until within a few years, what used to be called a 
temperate drinkerp For the last seven years he haa rarely 
drank any ardent spirit, or wine, or hard cider. By the 
way, it may be mentioned, that he chews about half a pound 
of good pig tobacco per week. How much longer he would 
have lived if he haJ never need that weed, I will not pre* 
tend to aay, not knowing; but thia ia certain, that it haa not 
killed him yet 

He is able to riae up alone, but not to walk without help, 
Ua famba being a UuU tiiff he aaya in conaequence of his 
having waded in the swamps of Canada aome 80 years 
since. Ht4 heart, longs, and stomach appear to be aound 
and in good condition, hia voice is unbroken, his pulse 
strong and regular, at the wrist about 60 per minute, his 
hearing is such thst you can converse with him and make 
him hear without any difficulty ; his Eyesight Is impaired 
but not ao much aa to prevent hia seeing common objects 
without any difiiculty. In fine, his upper wotleB are in 
pretty good condition. As to hb memory it is sufficient to 
aay, that the facta contained in the above communication 
are tbib da^ from his lips. Sergeant Winchester has been 
twice mamed; hu present wife, now living, is 86 yeara 
eld. By Ua fin* wife he had t3 cfaiidrui, 4 of whom are 
now living; aixof hiachildraa wen twine ; he haa 41 grand 
•hildrany SO now living; 92 great grand childrs^ 80 now 



living; oaiAT aaxAT grand childrea, 2; whole number of 
deacendants, 167. He rode oat thia morning and cafled oa 
aome of his dencendanta, and other frienda without fiitignins 
him, and saya he '^guesses** he shall go to Salem of the 4tb 
of July to Independence.— JJotfsn TVanr. 

Tlie American Aonndary Uac. 

To the Editor of the London Mbmihj Chronicle: 

Sir—- The line of demarcation deacrtbed in the treaty of 
1783 will require to be explained by the tenna of boundary 
need in the grant of Kova Scotia from Jamea I. to Sir Wil- 
liam Alexander, \62l, Thia, be it remembered, b di« f^ 
vorite poaiiion taken up by our American o p poneola. Now, 
from the grant in question, it will appear that the ieifffmial 
marches therein described are the highianda whcnee the 
springs of the rivers, fiowing in opposite direetionsk take their 



The undisputed portion of the Canadian line, onds die 
45th parallel of latitude, runs accordingly in precise uiuibiiu- 
ity with^ia principle. The great Amcriean l i w a a the 
Hudaon* the Connecticut, the Kennebeck — which ran into 
the sea« take tbeir rise near the same highianda wheooa the 
Richelieu, the Chaudiere^ and so forth, fiow to the St I^w- 
rence. This distinction waa rrcognised long before the aa 
of American Independence. Had therefeve, Jamea'a grant 
to Alexander described a line which should have interseeCp 
ed the river St John, it would have separated the pro- 
vince from its springs ; it would have been adoutting a new 
principle, false as a geograf^cal boondaiy. and al vari- 
ance with the principle of demarcation ap^ed to the nit 
of the Canadhm line. It ahonld be observed that the sprinp 
of rivers, instead of their lines of course, were as a boondaiy 
mark, familiar to James, from the practice of hia native ooon- 
try. Most of the southern countiea of Scotlsnd take their 
names from this principle of demarcation. The ^vinga o 
the Clyde and Annan, for example, riae near the same ipet 
The one runs north, the other south, and give the county 
■amea of Annandale and Clydesdale; and ao with regaii ta 
the Esk and Teviot But the important question irBwain^ 
what is meant by the line drawn north from the springs of 
the St Croix to the highlands of the Csnadian bouodaiy ! 
If you procure General Pownafs book of American maps^ 
published aiier the peaoeof 1788, you will find among ihesa 
a chart of the St Lawrence and the adjacent coast, having 
this remark: " That the compass variation, 1686, vraa I5| 
deg. west, or a sixth of the quadrant." Suppose, then, James s 
north line in the grant to have been a eompaoo north (the 
most probable dicumatanoe in the vrortd,} I think yoo wifl 
find that such a line, drawn from the aoorees of the Sit Crac^ 
will atrike the Canadian boundaiy cloae upon the not them- 
most springs of the St John, wbiui runs into the sea, and to 
the north of the river Chauditn^, wMdi runa into the 8c 
Lawrence. There can be little donht that such waa the Una 
designed in Jamea'a grant, and that it ought to aettle the lino 
of 1788 ; and, indeed, it does not difler much from the line 
now claimed 1^ this country. I am, yours, Isvorua. 

^ote of the Editor, — ** Ignotns" wtfuM have beta conact 
if he had uaed the words l«ritorial division, instead ofcoonQr, 
in speaking of the daleo of the south of Scotland, The dsja 
is not always equivalent to county. Clydesdale is equival«it 
to the county of Lanark, btit Annandale is only one district 
of the county of Dnmfries. Ntthsdale Is sometimes used for 
the county of Dumfiries, aa Teviotdale ia for the county ef 
Roxburg, thOQgh properly other dales, as, for tnatsnde, Lid- 
deadale, bdong to it Eokdale, too, ia only a district 
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SeceipU«^-Treaty off ludemnlty iFitli 

France, &g. 

Letter firom the Secretary of the TreMUiy , tranBmitting state- 
ments of the amount received under the treaty of indem- 
ni^ with France, and the dividends payable on each, dec 

Triisukt Departmkkt,? 
April 13, 1840. 5 

8ir : In obedience to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the 6th instant, directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to furnish " a statement of the several instalments 
received under the late treaty of indemnity with France, and 
of the several dividends declared to the claimants, showing 
the amount of all such instalments and dividends,'' I have 
the honor to submit the accompanying report from the Keg- 
ister. 

I am, respectfully, your ol>cdient servant, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 

Secretarif of the lYeatury, 
Hon. R. M. T. HusTKn, 

Speaker of the Houae of Repruentatix^ea, 

ThRASURT DKPARTM»:irT,7 

Register's Office, April 11, 1840. J 

Sir : The enclosed statement, prepared in compliance with 
the reriolution of the House of Representatives of the 6th 
instant, exhibits the amount of the several instalments re- 
ceived under the treaty of indemnity with France, including 
Ibe amount paid by the United States, and the dividend, or 
per centage, payable on each, viz : 

For the 1st, 3d, 3d, and 4th instalments,. . . .$3,682,001 09 
Constituting a dividend on $9,3G2,l93 27 
the aggregate amount of claims, of 

$Z9 37-100 per cent. 

For the 5th instalment 842,586 08 

Dividend on do. . .8 9578-10000 per cent. 

For the 6th instalment 826,191 53 

Dividend on do. . .8 8248-10000 per cent 
For additional interest 
on the four first in- 
stalments 207,339 58 

Dividend on do. . .3 2145-10000 per cent. 



$59 3671-lOCOO 



$5,358,108 07 



I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

T. L. SMITH, Re^iiter, 
Hon. Lkti WooDBvnr. 

Statement o( the several instalments received under the late 
treaty of indemnity with France, and of the several divi- 
dends declared to the claimants ; prepared in compliance 
with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
6th April, 1840. 

Fir»t^ Secondj Thirds and Fourth IiatalmentM* 

Amount paid by the French Government, frs. 18,486,666. 

Received by the Bank of America-^- 
Proceeds of the same remitted in gold by D. 

Rothschild, freres, of Paris, .$3,498,898 76 

Deduct freight, insurance^ aad eipenaes,. . . . 37,815 00 



$3,461,078 76 
Amount paid by the United States,. 220,923 33 
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$3,461/)78 76 



Nett proceeds, $3,682,001 09 

Produced 39 37-100 per cent on amount of claims. 

Paid to claimants 30 pr. ct on ace.,") . . , . .,i e 

June 15. 1836 C "* "^1^* ?«^ ^>*^/>^ 

do 1 9 37-100 balance, Sept 7,5 "P^^W"'^ »>«»k«- 

Fifth Inttalment. 

Amount paid by the French Government, frs. 4,230,OCO. 

Received by the Bank of America- 
Proceeds of the same remitted in gold by D. 

Rothschild, freres, of Paris, $800,599 44 

Deduct freight, insurance, and expenses,. . . . 8,568 56 

$792,030 88 
Amount due by the United States,. . 50,555 20 



Less (overpaid on the 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th in- 
stalments, owing to a clerical error in the 
State Department as to the amount of 
claims,) 



$942,586 08 



3,93r 00 



Nett proceeds, $838,649 08 

Produced 8 9578-10000 per cent on amount of claims. 
Paid claimants 5 pr. ct on ace., ^principally in specie, and 
April 15, 1837, ?'pa>tly in the currency of 

« 3 9578-100O0 bal. May 10, 3 the city of New York. 



Amount of %ixth inatal- 
merit, frs. 

Deduct due from United 
Stotes, 



Add 1 year's interest,. . . 



Deduct D. Rothschild, 
freres, commission of 
1 per cent,. 



...*•• * 



4,166,666 67 
260,000 00 

3,916,666 67 
156,666 83 

4,073,333 50 
40,733 33 



Nett amount in Paris, frs. 4,032,600 If 

5,037.000 francs, which produced $970,053 33. 
If frs. 5,037,000 produced $970,063 33-100, 

then frs. 4,032,600 17-100 would have 

produced ^.. ......... $776,620 59 

Due from United States, frs. 250,000 

Add 1 year's interest,.....*....... 10,000 

260,000 



If frs. 4,073,333 50-100 produced $776,- 
620 42-100, then fra. 260,000 would pro- 
duce 49,571 00 

$826,191 59 
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Amount of claiau $9,363,193 27-100, which, 

at 8 8248-10000 per cent, is (836,104 00 

Amount of additional intereBt 

on the 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th 

instalmenta, frs. 1,087,431 80 

Deduct proportion of interest 

on the amount due from the 

United States, 66,245 88 

1,022,185 92 
Less D. Rothschild's commis- 
sioa of 1 per cent.,. 10,221 85 

1,011,964 07 

Amount drawn for, 6,037,000 frs., which produced $970, 

053, 33-100. 

If frs.. 5,037,000 produced $970,053 33-100, 
then fra. 1,011,964 7-100 would have pro- 
duced $194,889 63 

United States' proportion as above, frs. 

65,246 88-100. 

If frs. 1,022,185 92-100 produces $194,- 
889 62-100, then frs. 65,245 88-100, at the 
same ratio, would produce 1 2,439 76 

$207,329 38 

Amount of claims, $9,362,1 93 47-100, which, 

at 2 2145-10000 per cent, is $207,325 77 

B41IK OF AxKBicA, November 21, 1838. 

TrnXASUBT DapARTXaiTT, 

BegUtcr^t Office, Jipril 10, 1840. 

T. L. SMITH, Register. 



Tbe Cotton Croi^ 



Few persons are aware of the amount expended in the 
production of cotton ; or of the vast importance of the pro- 
duct, to those engaged in other business. The following esti- 
mstes are sufficiently accurate to establish the results, as tax 
as our own crop is concerned. 

The crop of Mississippi for 1839 may be assumed to be 
403,000 bales, of Uie average weight of 400 lbs. The ex- 
penses of preparing and getting it to market may be thus 
estimated. 

For bagging rope and twine per bale $2 50 

For freight, insurance, commissions and other ship- 
ping charges in New Orleans 3 50 

For freight, insurance, duties, town and dock duea^ 
commissions and other charges in Liverpool. • . . 14 00 

For plantation expenses (which include clothing, 
pork, farming utensils, horses and mules, &c., 
which must be furnished eveiy year,} not leas per 
balethan 6 00 

For oveneers wages and neoessaxy repairs of gin 
and mill, not less per bale than 2 50 

Makuig the aggregate of expenses equal to— per bale $27 50 

Of which the sum of $25 per bale is paid to persons who 
are not employed in the culture who are non-residents, and 
who are engaged in other pursuits. ThusYhe crop of Mia- 
aiBsippi alone in 1839 contributed the.enormous sum of ten 
millions of dollars to those who had no direct interest in its 
growth ! ! ! And who will say that the production of cotton 
is not intimately connected with the prosperity of the whole 
country, when more is realized from it by those who are not 
employed in the culture, than by those whose capital, skill, 
and labor are engaged in it ? And who will dare to say that 
the preservation of our southern institutions is not essential 
to the wealth and comfort of the whole Union. 

Let us next inquire how much of the profits of the pn^ 
duction go towards the remuneration of the producer. 



We will assume the price in Liverpool (for the prioe is 
the £urop«A market must be the test of vilue,) to be 6«L 
per lb., which is equivalent to 11 cents in Uaied Statea 
currency. 

A bale of ootUm weighing 400 lbs. when it leaves 
New Orleans, will weigh 375 lbs. nett in Liver- 
pool, after deducting the tare and the ropei^ and 
willproduceat 11 etB.perlK #41 36 

From which deduct expenses in Liverpool 14 00 

And the nett proceeds will be $S7 35 

To which add 10 per cent, for prenium on the Uf^ 

eign exchange, say • 3 75 

$30 Wi 

Deduct expenses in New Orleans $3 56 

do. do. bagging rope and twine. . 2 50 

do. do. plantation expenses 8 00 

$13 00 

And we have for the remuneration of the prodoeen 
per bale $17 00 

Let us assume the value of a plantation capable of pro- 
ducing an annual average crop of 350 bales (say 80 negroes 
50 of whom are effective, and 1 ,500 acres of land, with stock, 
improvements, dec.,) to be $100,000 00 and the anDwI 
interest which the product will yield will be less than 6 per 
cent 

Do not these results admonbh us of the neoeanty of in- 
ducing the expenses of production ? How veiy few of os 
have taken the pains to inquire how much per bale it costs 
us to supply our parlor 1 How much for clothing, ibr hones 
and mules ; all of which ought to be, and might be, raised 
at home 1 Is it possible for a planter to relieve himsdf from 
embarrassment when he is paying 8 and realizing only 6 per 
cent on his capital ? 

Every bale of cotton costs the producer an avesage of $2 
per bale for overaeera wages; $3 50 for pork; $1 60 far 
clothing ! And is it not high time to calculate the cost of 
production when prices rule so low 1 The crop of 1839 will 
be fully 2 millions of bales. The consumption in the United 
States will (all off 50,000 bales and the consumption in So- 
rope cannot be increased, compared with 1839. The slocks 
of cotton in Europe, at the close of the present year will ex- 
ceed that of last year fully 400,000 bales, without aHowing 
anything for the increased import from India. Is thcie any 
prospect for better prices for the crop now planted 1 Certain^ 
not On the contrary, there is at present eveiy reason to 
believe that if the production of this year reac^ 14,000 
bales (or 600,000 bales less than that of 1839) the avcracs 
price in Liverpool will be less then 5d. per lb. There is evoy 
thing then, in tbe prospect before us to admonish us of the 
necessity of economy — the most rigid and pecuniaiy eoooooBy 
— ^in all our plantation expenditures.— J^t. Frc9 Trader^ 



OFFICIAL.— TREASURY NOTES. 

TreoMury Ihpartment,'} 
June 1, 1840. 5 

Amount of Treasury Notes issued under the provisions of 
the acts of Congress of the 12th October, 1637, 21st May, 

1838 and 2d March 1839 $19,567,086 83 

Of this amount there has been redeemed . . 18,937,398 37 

Leavbig outstanding the sum of $639,687 95 

Amount issued under the act of 31st Mi^, 

1840 $1,427,166 14 

Of that issue there has been 

redeemed, 14,797 32 

Leaving of that issue <mtstanding $1,413,868 83 

Aggregate outstanding, $2,052,056 77 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretaiy of Treasaiy. 



1840.] 



SCRAPS OF WESTERN HISTORY. 



371 



From the News Letter. 

flermpt of Western HMory* 

' Gather up the fragmenti, that nothing be lost' 

In our investigatiens of the original lourcee of Western 
History, which have formed the principal diversion of our 
leisure hoars for two or three years past, we have met with 
m multitude of documents containing facts and narrating 
events too minute and often too trivial to be noticed by the 
general historian, yet serving to illustrate the early times of 
the West These documents, consisting of letters, journals, 
memorandums etc., show the * very age and body of the 
time, his form and pressure/ better, perhaps, thanlesmed' 
essays or stately harrangues. The pictures which they pre- 
sent of the toils and sufferings of the eariy pioneers, are 
▼ivid and to the life; for they aM drawn by the real actors 
of the scenes they describe. We have found them scattered 
here and there ; often in a very mutilated state, and frequently 
ao difficult to decipher that nothing but the most eager curi- 
Ofdty with regard to all documents of the kind — a sort of 
historical mania — could have induced us to persevere in mas- 
tering their contents And it has occurred to us, while col- 
lecting, these manuscript documents — a labor which we have 
performed partly for our own benefit, and partly for the 
benefit of the Kentucky Historical Society — that we should 
be rendering some service to the cause of Western history, 
by giving many of these papers circulation, and a more per- 
manent and lasting form, in the columns of some public 
print For the facts contained in them, depending as they 
do on the preservation of a single manuscript, and that per- 
haps mutilated and almost illc^Ie, are liable, by the least 
casualty, to be swept away and lost forever; while, were they 
g^ven to the public in the columns of some widely circulated 
journal, not only would they gratify the curiosity of those 
readers of our history who wish to study it minutely, and in 
its rude and fragmentary originals; but copies of these curious 
records of the past would be multiplied, so as to place the 
fiusts they contain beyond the reach of accident, and hand 
them down to posterity for the use of the future historian 
and aimalist 

With these objects in view, as well as with the hope of 
giving additional variety and interest to the columns of the 

* News Letter/ we ahaltconunence, in this number, the pub- 
lication of a series of such original historical papers and 
documents. And we invite all who may be interested in 
our undertaking and disposed to aid us, to send us any docu- 
ments of the kind they may have in their possession. The 
originals, when sent, will be carefully preserved, and subject 
to the order of the possessor, while several copies of the * News 
Letter' containing the article will be sent to the address of 
thepefBon who shall favor us with the manuscript 

The original lustorica] papers we shall publini from time 
to time under this head, will necessarily be disjointed and 
fragmentary ; but we shall, when necessary, add explanatory 
notes to illustrate them ; and shall always give the source 
from which each document has been obtained. 

The following piq>er, with which we commence the series, 
is a literal copy of a letter from two of the principal pro- 
prietors of the great land company, known by the name of 

* Henderson and Company/* which came hither from North 
Carolina, and planted themselves in the heart of Kentucky, 
having purchased of the Cherokees, March 17, 1775, their 
title to the land south of the Kentudcy river. 

This letter, which is probably one of the oldest original 
decqments extant relating to Kentucky, was addressed as it 
appears, to members of the company still residing in North 
Carolina. It was sent to us, to be placed in the archives of 
the Kentucky Historical Society, by James T. Alvis, Esq., 
of Henderson county, Ky., a member of the society. 

* For a full account of this great land company, which 
acted so conspicuous a part in the settlement of Kentucky, 
we would refer oar readers to Rev. Robert Davidson's Hia- 
tprical DitcoufMs, just publisbedi and to Butler's and Mar- 
shall's Historic of Kentucky. 



Itetter of Hendenon and Eioltrell. 

Kentucky, ISth July, 1775. 

Gbktlxmsv: — Once more an opportunity offering, we 
think it incumbent on us to transmit an account of our situ- 
ation, and such occurrences since our last as are worth your 
attention. We are heartily sorry that it is not in our power 
to give you a more favorable account; but you must take it 
as it is, and make the best of it 

By a letter from Capt Joseph Martin, in the Valley,* 
we are informed, that a party of Indians (not more than 
&ve or six) fired on four men at camp down the Valley, 
about 25 miles below his house; wounded two men, but 
were repulsed. This was on the 23d June, in the afternoon. 
The next morning they were pursued by five white men* 
who, in a short distance, found one dead, and think there 
were more wounded by the quantity of blood they discovered 
on the ground. 

This affair has a good deal alarmed the people there and 
caused them to build a fort at Capt Martin's, and work in 
companies. We wish that this may not be the beginning 
of a very troublesome affair, as well as an immediate preju- 
dice to us. You know it is right in the way, and such re- 
ports are very terrifying to pusillanimous travellers ; and I 
believe there are as many of that sort as any : though Tris- 
tram Shandy, for what reason I know not, omitted them in 
his catalogue. This is not all that we apprehend may be 
the consequence. We are much afraid that there is not a 
just representation of the matter, and that our people were 
the aggressors. These are only apprehensions of our own ; 
and most surely we wish our apprehensions may be ground- 
less. 

To give you a just notion of the matter, we are under the 
necessity of beginning our story again, and, in fact to con- 
tradict what we set out with. You must know the particu- 
lars of this story were not communicated to us by Capt 
Martin, but from Capt Cocke, who was on his way from 
this place to Virginia, and was at that time in the Valley. 
In short, they l»th wrote, and both about Indians ; but to 
distinguish the one account from the other, so as to make 
you understand what we mean, we find it indispensably 
necessary to quote each man's intelligence ; and then, by 
throwing in a few anecdotes, and some of our own opinions, 
leave you to work the matter as you can. Don't be sur^ 
prised that Capt Martin gave no account of this in his let- 
ter ; it was written the 22d June, a day before the engage- 
ment, and the bearer (a little cnxy creature,) came away 
afterwards, without Martin's knowledge. 

Afler some other things of no consequence he says :— 
Six of the Northern Indians have undoubtedly been with 
the Cherokees, in order to get them to join with them against 
the white people ; but the Cherokees refused. Dunmore and 
Col. Byrd have sent two expresses to the Cherokees, to your 
prejudice ; one to get the Cherokees to meet the Six Nations 
of Indians, and hold a treaty concerning the boundary— 
they make no doubt that the Cherokees will give up all the 
land north of Cumberland — the other to get the Cherokees 
to be off the bargain with you, at any rate; and they will 
get properly authorized firom his Majesty, and purchase the 
same of them, and give more, running at the same time the 
risk of displeasing his Majesty. 

' There have been eleven Indians in the valley. They 
seemed much alarmed when they found it settled below 
Cumberland Gap. They immediately returned home, afler 
promising to come up to one of the cabins to get some bread, 
etc. The white people went to see them a second time^ 
found they had taken their back tracka They followed 
them several miles; found they had gone as fast as possible 
towards the Cherokee Nation ; which promised something 
not very agreeable. I dread the consequences, as there will 
not be, for three weeks, more than seven or eight in the val- 
ley ; but I am determined to biave it out; have had thoughts, 
several times, of going to the Nation, only don't know how 
you would approve of it I am very happy in settling the 
valley. There are 72 tytheables making com, but are (£iefly 

• Powell's Valley. 
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obliged to go home— some to move their lamilies ; some lo 
got provisions, and some for ammunition. We are in great 
distress for powder ; several people will be obliged to break 
up shortly for want of it, being out of powder to supply 
them.' 



3III. COCKE S 1NTELLI6EKCS. 

June 25th, 17T5. 

' On the 23d of this instant a party of Indians fired on 
Mr. Davis's camp, which consisted of four men. They 
shot Mr. Shoemaker through the head, who fell, but instantly 
rose to his feet again and shot an Indian. They also wounded 
Mr. Davis with a spear, though but slightly. The men fought 
with the utmost bravery, and kept tlieir camp. A boy got 
off, and ran about two miles to Mr. NewelFs, where I was ; 
and in a few moments the men came themselves. Our party 
was then eight ; and as it was then night, and Mr. Newell 
bad his wife with him, we judged it impracticable to follow 
the Indians till morning. In the morning we concluded to 
leave three men with Mrs. Newell, and five of us to follow 
the Indians, whose number was judged to be five or six. 
When we came to the battle ground, wc saw a great quantity 
of blood ; followed until we found one dead, which I scalped. 
It is judged to be a Cherokee ; and it is expected that more 
got wounded in the attack. One left his gun and spear in 
the time of the battle, and we got a tomahawk, scalping* 
knife, powder-horn, shot-bag, and spear. 

* The next day the people in the valley seemed animated 
vith success. Captain Martin takes particular care to spiiit 
up the people, and by his example every one seems inspired 
with fresh courage. This morning they unanimously joined 
i;i a resolve to stand by and support each other, and build a 
fort at Captain Martin's for the reception of their families. 

'The Indians, if Chcrokecs, will, I judge, endeavor to 
screen themselves from fault, by laying the blame on the 
xyhitea. I think it prudent to acquaint the heads of the Na* 
tion with a just state of the aS&ira, 

* Some days before the attack, seven or eight of the white 
people came on a camp of Indians, whose number was eleven 
— six fellows and the rest wenches and children. The whites 
discovered them first; rode up to them; the Indians seemed 
very friendly, told them they were Cherokces ; and complain- 
ed of their want of powder. The whites gave them powder, 
and they parted friendly, with a promise to go to the white 
people's camp : but they never came, unless it was that party 
that made the attack.' 

This, sirs, is the whole amount respecting that affair from 
Powell's Valley, which, when we come to consider, we are 
far from being satisfied with in many respects. To us it 
seems improbable that five or six Indians should have tlie 
advantage of the onset against four men only, and be put to 
the route in the manner described — not only to fail lulling, 
but to be so much disconcerted as to drop q spear on die 
spot, and runaway in confusion; and when one of their 
company died of his wounds, to take no steps to carry offer 
secrete his body — ^a circumstance they seldom fail attempting, 
Ifi the utmost hazard of their lives. 

There is but too much reason to doubt that Mr. Cocke's 
apprehensions were not without foundation — th^it the Indians 
would strive to fix the blame on the whites. He was on the 
Spot, as it were, and we don't doubt that he might hear from 
^e guilty expressions of the same kind, or wc don't think 
fuch a thought would have entered his head. And what is 
more, it is most probable it was some of the Indians they 
gave an account of having seen before and no man in his 
senses would believe their intentions hoAtile against the 
whites, or any others, when they were clogged in the manner 
they represent, with their wives and children, and suljcct to 
be overtaken with the greatest ease. 

Those Indians were acquainted, that twenty or thirty men 
belonged to those white people's camps, and those adjacent, 
and would not think of destroying the four then present 
without being immediately pursued. The presumption is 
strong, that they came in consequence of the friendly invita- 
tion they had ; and that the four white men perfidiously fell 
on them, and perhaps have murdered several, while the sur- 



vivors will give but a poor account of our fiiendslup mnd 
humanity to their nation. 

Another circumstance which much inclines me to this 
opinion, is, that it was done in daylight. Few instanoes can 
be produced where Indians have premeditately entered oo an 
engagement, when numbers were nearly equal, without tbm 
advantage of an ambuscade, or beginning their assault in the 
dark. What is more, they w^ere Cherokces, undoubtedly ; 
and if they had succeeded, dare not avow the act in tbeir 
own nation. And if it was plunder tliey wanted, the woods 
were full of houses, and therein they might have succeeded 
without involving their lives in mutual danger. 

Upon the whole we shall be agreeably undeceived, if it 
should turn out otherwise, and should think nothing of the 
jnatter if we were sure it was a deliberate act of (hat paitj 
of Indians. In that case the presumption would be, that 
they were the same Indians that fired on Tate and Boone, 
tliis spring, and arc of no consequence. It is now reduced 
to a certainty, that they were Chcrokees, a parcel of banditts 
that you have all heard us oflen mention ; and on whom 
my suspicion immediately fell, on the first information of the 
mischief. We say, reduced to a certainty. We think our 
authority good. Our hunters have, at two different times, met 
with some Shawnees, at salt-lick about 40 miles ftom this 
place, who informed them it was Chcrokecs — (Will Emeij 
and his party.) They say that they brought scalps to their 
nation; and described the stolen horses as weU as their 
owners could have done — and do not omit a rifle gun which 
they got from Inman, without a ramrod, and carried her in 
that condition to the Nation. Cornstalk, their chief, was 
much dissatisfied, and consulted with lus own warzioxa and 
some traders about the matter, and talked about taking and 
delivering them up to the whites, lest his own people might 
be unjustly blamed. The Chcrokecs got wind oftomething 
to their disadvantage, and ran off to the Mingoes, since which 
we have heard nothing from them. The Shawnees were so 
desirous of vindicating their innocence, that they obtained 
certificates from their chief traders of the truth of rfiesc lacts« 
before they would venture into our neighbourhood. *Tis true 
our men did not sec their letters, because the Indians wem 
not at camp, and our men had not time to go with them* 
though much importuned for that purpose. 

We are also credibly informed that King Cornstalk went 
to see Capt. Russell, at Point Pleasant, as soon as the Cher- 
okees lefl his town, in order to acquaint him of the particii« 
lars, and moreover remove suspicion with respect to his pco» 
pie. If these accounts of the friendly and cautious demeanor 
of the Shawnees bo true-:-and wc verily believe they are — 
you will be at no loss in determining on that part of Mr. 
Martin's intelligence respecting the Six Northward Indians. 
'Tis possible that the Mingoes might make such application, 
but the Shawnees are far from it ; and we do not believe it 
of the others. These, and such like falsities, are easily, and 
very oflen, manufactured, and ought to obtain no kind of 
credit. 

Whether Lord Dunmore and Col. Byrd have interfered 
with the Indians or not, R. HendcrFon is equally ignorant 
and indifferent The utmost result of their efforts can only 
serve to convince them of the futility of their scheme, and 
possibly frighten some few faint-hearted persons, natarally 
prone to reverence great names and fancy every thing must 
shrink ^t the magic of a splendid title. 

Matters of more importance to the Company demand our 
more immediate attention. To spirit up the people, and 
convince them of the goodness of our country, and that the 
Indians in general are friendly, would be of real service and 
cause them to venture out. Our enterprise has now coroe 
to a crisis, and a few weeks will determine in tlie mittter. 
Harrodsburg and the Boiling Spring Settlements, which 
sometime ago could have armed and turned out 70 or SO 
men at a short warning, are almost abandoned. On the 
most emergent occasion they could not rally 20 men; and 
the better half of them arc in the woods on the north side of 
Kentucky, and perhaps could not be summoned to oar ts- 
sistanc? in lera than a fortnight Doonsborough to-morrow 
night will not be able to muster more than 10 or 12 men. 

The news of the smaH skirmish in the valley, wc suppose. 
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will keep back the people from the froDtien a short time; 
and we have already sensibly felt the effects of that little di»- 
asler, and may probably have cause of complaint a consider- 
able time. 

Our salt is exhausted, and the men who went with Col. 
Boone for that article are not returned. We are informed 
that Mrs. Boone was not delivered the other day, and there- 
fore do not know when to look for him; and until he comes 
the devil himself can*t drive tlio others this way. David 
Johnston, one of the men who undertook this business, has, 
we are also informed, taken a small trip to Orange, and can 
best inform you of the particulars, and how he has disposed 
of the horses under his care. 

These things with respect to us are of no moment, and 
are no more than little disasters, which amongst other things, 
serve to diversify life for the present; and will pass off with 
the next change of fortune. As the Indians cannot bo ac- 
quainted with a true state of our weakness, nor do we be- 
lieve have thoughts of forcing the settlement, we hope that 
in a tittle time the people on the other side of the mountains 
will take courage and venture out Harvest is now over; 
and as soon as the afiair in the valley has been talked and 
fought over half a dozen timcsi we shall have men enough 
to answer every purpose. 

On considering the several reports and occurrences be- 
tween us and the Indians, we have thought it proper to write 
to the chiefs of the Cherokee Nation informing them of the 
miflchief done this spring, as well as that attempted the other 
day in the valley, together with our reasons for suspecting 
some of their people. Thb letter is conceived in terms 
that we think will be approved by the company ; as it has a 
tendency to convince the Indians of our friendly intentions, 
and sacred regard to the solemn engagements entered into 
at Watauger,* as well as a just sense of the infraction of 
that treaty. 

As we have thought it unnecessary to be at the expense 
of an express, this letter audits answer must run the risk of 
a passage by the way of Watauger. 

And now, dear sirs, which of you all are willing to ex- 
change births with us ? Is this matter settled, and the per- 
sons ready to start with a sufficient stock of resolution to re- 
main here five or six months, if required 1 We cannot doubt 
but some of you have undertaken this business, and will \ye 
on the spot by the end of August The country might in- 
vite a prince from his palace, merely for the pleasure of 
contemplating its beauty and excellence; but only add the 
rapturous idea of property, and what allurements can the 
world ofler as an equivalent for the loss of so glorious a pros- 
pect? Our crop of com is beyond all description, and will 
scarcely admit of deduction for untimely planting, cultiva- 
tion, and being somewhat pinched with a dry season. Tn 
short, a description of our country is a vain attempt, there 
being nothing elsewhere to compare it with, and therefore 
can be only known to those who visit it 

We are, gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and 

verv humble servants, 

nES-DZRS0!r & LUTTIIKLL. 

Messrs. Harts, Williams, Johnston, > 
Hogan and Babcock. 5 

JV'pr/A Carolina, 

* In the orthography of proper names we shall, through- 
out Uus series, follow the letter or the originals. 



Emigrant9, — The New York papers contain the following 
list of arrivals at the quarantine ground at Staten Island 
during, the months of April and May, from the following 
ports: — 



Cabin. 


Steerage. 


Total. 


Liverpool, 210 


10,637 


10,847 


London, 229 


716 


945 


Bristol, 111 




111 


Havre, 43 


2,842 


2,886 


Bremen, 19 


443 


462 


Cork, 2 


286 


288 


Glasgow, 2 


123 


125 


Hull, 


44 


44 


Falmouth, 1 


194 


195 


Belfast, 2 


161 


166 


619 


15,439 


16,068 


Arrived last year during the 


same time. 


11,136 



Increase during the same time. 



4,932 



Number of vetteh from European portt vith the above 

paaaetigera, viz : 

Steamers. Ships. 



American, 
British, 
Bremen, 
French, 



Total 




2 



2 



59 
2 
1 
2 

64 



Barques. Brigs. 

5 1 

8 

2 1 





15 



2 



83 



Large and Valuable Cargo. — ^The ship United Kingdom, 
Captain Patterson, cleared at Charleston on Wednesday for 
Liverpool, with 90 bales sea island and 3198 do. upland cot- 
ton, 1513 barrels naval stores, valued at $94,977 81. 



The venerable John Parker one of the oldest of Boston 
merchants, and a perfect gentleman of the old school, died 
Saturday morning, at an age advanced, we believe, some 
yews beyond eighty. 



Connecticut Legialature. — ^The number of tlie members 
of the present House of Representatives of this State is 207 
^-of which there are 

Farmers, 134 

Mechanics 18 

Merchants, 14 

Manufacturers, 20 

Ship Masters, 2 

Teachers, 2 

Lawyers, 10 

Occupations unknown, ••• 3 

Bank Cashier, 1 

Physicians, 3 

Total, 207 

[A*rw Haven Palladium, 



A Majestic Eagle, measuring seven feet from tip to tip of 
the wings, was shot in Howard's Park, on Saturday. 

Baltimore Sun. 



Dividend. — ^The Delaware and Hudson Canal Company 
have declared a semi-annual dividend of 3 j per cent pay- 
able on the 19th inst 



Collegea and^eiptpapen, — We learn from the Christian 
Review, that there are nominally ninety colleges now in the 
United States, with about nine thousand five hundred stu- 
dents ; twenty-seven medical schools, with about two thou- 
sand seven hundred and fifty students ; thirty-seven theolog- 
ical schools, with about fourteen hundred students ; and eight 
law schools, with about three hundred and fifty students. We 
leam from the same source that there are now one thousand 
five hundred and fifty-seven newspapers and other periodicals 
published in this country, two hundred and sixty -seven in 
New England, (Massachusetts one hundred and twenty- 
four ;) two hundred and seventy-four in the State of New 
York, two hundred and fifty-three in Pennsylvania, one hun- 
dred and sixty-four in Ohio. The next largest number in a 
single state is two hundred and seventy-four, and the smallest 
number five. 



874 



UNITED STATES vs. BLACKBURN k CO. 



[Ivn, 



Opinioii of Judge Hopklnioiif 

Dettvered June Ut, 1840, i» the United Statee DietHci 

Court* 



Motion for a rule to show caoss 



why a new 
be granted. 



trial should not 



United States 
v«. 
35 cases of cloths, 15 cases 
of cassimeres, 1 case of 
cloths and caasiineiesi and 
24 pieces of pilot cloths, 
seized at the store of W. 
Blackburn dt Co. 

I certainly can have no inidination to set aside a verdict 
which has been Uie result of so much labozious investigation, 
unless it were dearly necessaiy to vindicate some principle 
of law ; especially when the objection applies but to a small 
part of the property affected by the verdict. No principle of 
law is involved hi the question now brought before the Court, 
nor is the verdict against thedirecdon of the Court on any mat- 
ter of evidence. The allegation mainly, and indeed altogeth- 
«r, relied on a support of the motion for a new trial is, that 
eertain goods imported in the ship Virginia, and included in 
the information, have been condemned by the Jury when 
diBre was no evidence to warrant their condemnation; that 
the appraisements made of them, on behalf of the govern- 
ment, actually valued them lower than they were chaiged in 
the invoice, and therefore there could have been no valua- 
tion of them with design to evade or defraud the revenue.— 
As regards the appraisement, this is true, but it does not there- 
fore necessarily follow that there was no evidence in the case 
to justify the verdicL This might be a foir and legal infer- 
ence, if a single fiict had been put in issue— and the question 
was only as to the particular packages of goods thus invoic- 
ed and appraised. But in a case in which a charge is made 
of an artful and extensive fraud, of an organized combina- 
tion to evade the duties payable to the revenue, it is clear 
that acts which, standing each by itself, may have the ap- 
pearance of entire innocence, when takox as a part of a 
general plan, may be infected with the general fraudulent 
character; may, even by theb correctness^ be intended to de- 
ceive, and form a part of the machinery to accomplish the 
design of fraud. I cannot therefore consider the question, 
as it has been treated by the counsel of the claimants, as be- 
ing the same as if these particular packages only were the 
subjects of the prosecution, and a verdict had beoi rendered 
against them, or the proof whidi applied only to them. I 
must take the case as it was presented to the Juiy ; as a charge 
of a systematic erraagement to defraud the revenue, not con- 
fined to this particular importation, but by a kurge und exten- 
sive oourae of operations, carried on by the same importen 
about the same period, and with one common design. 

The packages now especially in question, were seized in 
die store of Messrs. Blackbume, in the same place and un- 
der the same drcumstances with other goods which have 
been condemned as febdy or fraudulently imported by in- 
voicesin which they were undervalued to defraud the revenue. 
As to the other pactoges contained in the same invoice with 
these goods, we know nothing of them, whether they were 
or were not undervalued* If they were charged below their 
cost, a soroidon might well be cast upon those in question, 
and an inference not unreasonably drawn, that the invoice 
was nude up with the mtention of fraud, and that a decep- 
tion was to be effected, by the low rate at which these goods 
were invoiced. No account has been given of the other goods 
in the same invoice, nor any reason why these were charged 
even bdow the real value or cost. This, as an insulated cir- 
cumstance, would not afford a strong ground of suspidon, 
but in inquiries of this sort, In searching a question of fivud, 
we must look to small dreumstanoes ; obvious and striking 
proofe will of course be avdded. Agun : the claimants have 
omitted, as to these goods as well as the otiiers, to show by di- 
rect proof what was their actual cost They left them to their 
fete or the same defence or the same chance to which they 
ooDmiitted the rest ; and this was not because of the appraise- 
ment made of them being bdow the invdoe prices, for that 
was unknowii to them, and was discloaed for the fint time 




on the trial. From the obcervation made by one of tbe jnrota 
when the verdict was rendered* I undentood that this onii»- 
sion had weight with them in making no dtschninatifm m 
favor of these packages. They certainly were lialib to the 
objection, so wdghty in such cases, that the daimaats 
not produced the best evidence in their power of their 
and actual value and cost; not on the ground of the 
probandi being cast upon them by the act of Caagreai^ but 
on the general rule of evidence in all cases. 

The whole case submilted to the Joiy was one bid in m 
charge of a deep and extennve system of fimnd, whid 
necemarily consist of many parts, and be effected by 
cdntrivances of concealment and deception. It Is not 
me to say the Juiy had no warrant for believing thai 
the low valuation of tiie packages were in qoestiaB. A 
tion below thdr actual value or cost, was not made far tba 
purpose of assisting the generd design, and of blenfing ea»> 
pidon as to the greater quantity. Nor can I say thai Ike 
Jury had no ground to believe tiiat there was an expedsitian 
by the importers, that these packages would be aplertwl at 
the custom-house as the standards hj which the other padc- 
ages would be judged. I cannot say what rasunn they mmj 
have had for indulging such expectatimis, and acting iipon 
them. With such examinations as we have seen were naiis 
in the custom-house of New Yoik, veiy flimsy coven nay 
have been trusted for concealment 

It has been said that these packages and pilot dotha were 
withdrawn from the Jury by the Counsd for the Uailed 
States. I do not so understand it A statement waamad^ 
for the convenience of the Juiy, to show at one view the 
amount of the undervaluations of all the doths Beieed, and 
the duties that had been thereby lost to the United 
These packages were not included in that statement, 
they were not undervdued, and no duties had been lost by 
them ) but their condemnation was insisted upon by die Coun- 
sel of the United States, for the reasons I have mentkned. 
The Jury have Uiought them suflident ; they had a rig|it to 
do so, and their having done so, affords no grmmd for disturi^ 
ing their verdict 

The motion is refused. 

U. S* Bittrict Court. 

Before Judge Hopkineon* 

Yesterday morning, at eleven o*dock. Judge Hopkiuaoa 
commenced the delivery of his opinion upon the motion for 
a rule to show cause why a new trid should not be granted 
in the case of the United States vs. certain sdzed wooUsn 
goods, latdy determined, in favor of the government fay a 
jury in this Court The opmion, which has the rare legal 
merit of brevity, may be found in another column of this 
paper. It may be proper to state, briefly, the history of 
the motion: — tfie jury rendered a verdict for the claimants 
on the two firrt counts of the bill, and for United States on 
the remdning eleven, on the 4th of May. On the 8th, this 
motion was made ; and it was argued oo TliurBday last the 
28th. The Court then adjourned to yesterday morning 
(dthough some business, reported in this paper, intervened) 
at eleven o'dock when, as was expected, die opinion of the 
Court was given. It will be seen that the motion was de> 
nied ; and thereupon it was conndered and adjudged that 
the twenty five cases of doths, fifteen eases of cassimerBs, 
one case of cloths and cassimeres, and twenty-four pieces of 
cloths and cassimeres, in the infisrmation, lie and the same 
are forfdted for the causes in the said last eleven ooontf set 
forth. And it is upon this forfeiture that the writ of error 
will come into the Circuit Court of the United States, befeie 
Judge Bddwin, in October next; at which session. It ia 
believed, the matter will be finally disposed o£ — U, S. Gai. 



Rev. Professor Whittingliam, of New Toik, has been 
elected Protestant Episeopd Biahop for the Diocese of Mary- 
land. 



Palm OiZ— Unwards of $7,000,000 worth of this artids 
has been exportM from Africa ia a single year. 



1840.] 



IMAUM OF MUSCAT AND FVESOHENT OF THE U. 8. 



875 



5i 
H 
I: 

li 

it! 

r 

4 

II 
\ 
t 

I 
I 
I 
1 

f 
t 
I 



latereittBg ConretpoMdettee. 

Hm fonowing official oommtmicBtion to Congrm from 
the Preddent of the United States, with the letter accompa- 
nying it, relating to the recent preaenta from the Imaum of 
Moacat, we copj from the Waahington Globe of Tueaday 
erening: 

The Chair auhmitted the following meange from the 
Preaident of the United Statea : 

To the Senate: 

I communicate to Congreaa anndiy papeiv, from which it 
win be perceived that the Imaum of Muscat has transmitted 
to thia countiy, and, through the agency of the commander 
of the Teasels, offered for my acceptance, a preaent consisting 
of horses, pearls, and other articles of value. The answer 
of the Secretary of State to a letter from the agents of the 
▼eaael communicating the offer of the present, and my own 
letter to the Imaum, in rep^ to one which he addressed to 
me, were intended to make known in the proper quarter the 
reasons which had precluded my acceptance of the proffered 
gifr. Inasmuch, however, as the commander of the vessel, 
with the view, as he allegea, of carrying out the wishes of 
his sovereign, now offers the presents to the Government of 
the United States, I deem it my duty to lay the proposition 
before Congress for such dispodtion aa they may think fit to 
make of it ; and I take the opportunity to suggest for their 
consideration, the adoption of I^slative provisions pointing 
out the course which they may deem proper for the Execu- 
tive 10 pursue in any future instances where offers of presents 
by foreign States either to the Government, its legislative or 
executive branches, or its agents abroad, may be made under 
circumstances precluding a refusal without the risk of giving 
offence. 

The correspondence between the Department of State and 
our Conaul at Tangters, will acquaint Congress with such 
an instance in which every proper exertion on the part of 
the Consul to refrain from taking charge of an intended pre- 
sent, proving unavailing. The animals constituting it, may, 
consequently, under the instructions of the Secretaxy of State, 
be expected soon to arrive in the United States, when the 
authority of Congress as to the disposition to be made of 
them will be neoesBary. M. Van Buaxjr. 

Waahington, May 20, 1840. 

[The following b a portion of the documents.] 

Niw YosK, May 2, 1840. 

Sir :— We have the honour to inform you, that aa con- 
aigneea of the ahip Sultani, and cargo, belonging to his higfa- 
neas, Seyd Seyd Imaum of Muscat, iust arrived at thia port 
frmn SUinebar, we have been charged by the commander of 
aaid ship, Ahmet Ben Haman, to receive and hold sul^t 
to your Bxcellency's order, certain presents from his high- 
neas to the Preaident of the United States. 
Thooe presents are : 
Two Arabian horaea, 
Oneeaae ottoToaes» 
Five demijohns roae water. 
One package Cashmere shawls. 
One bale Penlan Rugs, 
One box peaila, 
One boz---4word. 
We beg leave to be ihvored by yoor Excelleiicy'a inatiiie- 
tiona, aa to the diapoattion and delivery of tfaoae articlea. 
We have the honor to be, air, your obedient aervanta, 

BAmo&AT 6l LiTivoffrov. 
Hia Exeefleney tin Pres&deat of tho U. States. 

Washington. 

DiPABTvaiiT or Statx, 7 
Wariiington, 7(h May, 184C. 5 



The PicaideDt wiU avail himself of the return of the Sul- 
tani, to forward an answer to the friendly communication 
which he received from hia Highness, and will express at the 
same time the lively satisftction he derives from this first 
visit of a veasel from the Sultan'a dominions to the United 
Statea, and his sense of the friendly disposition evinced by 
hia Highneas in the preaents which Ahmet Ben Haman is 
inatructed to ofler in his name. These presents the Presi- 
dent is under existing constitutional provisions, precluded 
from accepting for his own use. I have therefore to request 
that you will apprise Ahmet Ben Haman of the circumstance, 
that such dispositions of the articles may be made by him aa 
will beat comport with the wishea of the Sultan. 
I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

JoBK FonaxTB. 
Messrs. Barclay ic Livingston, New York. 

To hia Excellency Martin Van Buren, Preaident of the U* 
States of North America, Washingion : 

Sir >— Hope the Almighty God will protect you, and keep 
you in good health. From thia part of the world having no 
news to communicate them to your excellency : and whfln- 
ever opportunity otten for thia place, we shall feel happy to 
hear from your excellency. With any thing that we can 
do for you, little or plenty, i^ll feel happy. 

Written by the order of hia Highneaa, 

SSTD SSTD BlX SULTAB BiB AbmXB, 

Imaum of Muscat 
Snxn Bib, Calfiiun. 
Dated Muscat, 25th December, 1839. 

To his Highness Seyd Bin Sultan, Imaum of Muacat, Martin 
Van Buren, Preaident of the United Statea of America- 
Greeting: 

Great and good friend :~By the hands of Ahmet Ben 
Haman, commanding your Highness' ship Sultani, I bad the 
satisfaction of receiving your Highness' letter of the 19th of 
the Moon of Shawl, and 1 ,266 of the Hegira. It haa been 
a source of lively satisfaction to me, in my desire that fre- 
quent and beneficial intercourse diould be established be- 
tween our respective countries, to behold a vessel bearing 
your Highnesr flag enter a port of the United States, to 
testify, I hope, that such relatione will be reciprocal and 
lasting. 

I am informed that Ahmet Ben Haman had it in diargo 
from your Highness to ofler for my acceptance, in your name, 
a munificent present I look upon this friendly proceeding 
on your part as a new proof of yoor Highness^ desire to cul' 
tivate with us amicable relations ; but a fundamental law of 
the Kepublic, which forbids its servants from accepting pre- 
sents from foreign Statea or Princes, precludea me from re- 
ceiving those your Highneas intended for me. I beg your 
Highness to be aasnied that, in thus declining your valuable 
gift, I do but perform a paramount duty to my country, and 
that my sense of the kindness which prompted the ofler ia 
not thereby in any degree abated. 

Wishing health and prosperity to your Highness, power 
and stability to your Government, and to your people fran« 
quillity and happiness, I pray that God may have you, gresf 
and good friend, in his holy keeping. 

M. Yab BvBXBrf 

BythePrestdent: 

John Forsyth, Secretary of State. 
Wa^ington, May 8, 1840. 

The message and documenta were referred to the Conr* 
mittee on Foreign Relatione, and ordered to be printed. 



GentltBen: I am directed by the Pnadent toacknowledge 
the receipt of your lettem to lum of the 2d and 5th inatant, 
imforming him of the arrival at your port of the shqp SoHani, 
commanded by Ahmet Ben Haman, and bearing preaenta 
from hia Highneas, tho Imaum of Moacil, for tha Presiiient 



Jhyi 9/ik0 Ocean* — A bottle haa been picked up ofifthe 
month of the Seine, which had been thrown overboard from 
the American packet Poland, when ofi* the banks of New- 
foundlsndd— It contained a letter with a measage to some pei^ 
sons at Havre, and, by a curious coincidence, baa thus come 
across the Atlantic direct to ita destination * The time it todc 
to perfonn the voyage was, however, rather long, aince it 
waa put into the sea on the 20th April, 1839, and was foond 
on the 28d inat The distance ia about 600 leagiMb 
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BeTlew of tlie Weatlier, etc. 

For May, 1840, 

The month commenced in this latitude, like almost all 
other, " May Days," cool and wmdy, with alternate sunshines 
and showers, and continued so until the 8th, when a N. E. 
rain storm commenced which lasted until the 10th, at which 
time it cleared with the wind N. \V. The first |iart of the 
month will long be remembered as one of terrible devasta* 
tion in the West and South. On the 7th a most awful tor- 
nado passed over a part o( Missis^'ippi and Louisiana, pro- 
ducing frightful destruction. Almost the whole city and 
ueighborhood of Natchez were laid in ruins, and several hun- 
dred lives were lost. Letters and newspapers from that 
quarter have teemed with the most heart-rAduig accounts, a 
brief of which we shall here give : 

One letter says '* It seems as tho' this place was doomed to 
destruction, having but lately been visited with pestilence and 
fire ; Storm and flood are now added, of a character truly 
heart^ickeniag ! One of the most awful and destructive 
hurricanes took place here on the 7tb, that ever occurred in 
the United States. Natchez under the hill, ia entirely swept 
away, and the loveliest part of the South, on the Bluff above, 
ia wreck and ruin ! and beneath the ruins, still lay the bodies 
of many strangers and natives, crushed to death. Besides 
which the number of lives lost by the sinking of flat boats is 
thought to be at least 200, and no estimate can be made of 
tha amount of money, produce and goods, swallowed up by 
the river, and how wide spread has been the evil. Accounts 
have already been received from 20 miles distant, and the 
rage of the tempest was terrible ! Hundreds of negroes 
were killed ; dwellings swept away like chafl* before the 
whirlwind, forests uprooted, and crops entirely destroyed. — 
The breadth of the tornado was about two miles, but of its 
length we know nothing as yet. As I walked over the ruins, 
I passed the dead and the wounded at every twenty paces. — 
The steamboat St. Lawrence was sunk to the bottom of the 
river, and all on board perished. The steamboat Hinds was 
capsized and sunk, and all on board lost except four. The 
steamboat Prairie was almost totally destroyed at the wiiorf, 
and all on board perished, except the Captain and Clerk. — 
The ferry boat plying between Natchez and the opposite 
ahorc, was capsized and sunk, and every person on board lost. 
The probability is, that the number of persons who Iiavc 
lost their lives on the land and water is very great, and tlic 
propeity destroyed is immense. The tornado was accompa- 
nied with the most awful peals of thunder and vivid lights 
ning ; and commenced about two o'clock, while almost the 
whole city were about to dine ; but instead of dining, our 
houses were hurled from their foundations, or came tumbling 
upon our heads, burying hundreds beneath their ruins. — 
Mrs. Alexander was taken from amidst the ruins of the 
Steamboat Hotel, seriously injured, with two of her children 
crushed to death in her arms. Judge Keeton was instantly 
killed at the dinner table. A lad was hurled up into the air, 
and after being taken half a mile was lodged in a tree. The 
day after i\m awful calamity, fifty dead bodies were consign- 
ed to their graves." It is estimated that about 700 were kill- 
ed and drowned in Natchez and its immediate vicinity, and 
that at least five millions of property was destroyed. 

A terrible hurricane passed over a part of tho town of 
Gallipolis, (Ohio,) on the 5d of May, which did great dam- 
age. The Methodist Church was almost destroyed. Some 
dwelling houses and other buildings were blown down, others 
unroofed ; fruit and forest trees torn up by die roots, and 
fbnces scattered in every direction. 

The Arkansas papers, of the 4th of May, say ** the whole 
country is flooded. It has rained every day for two weeks. 
Every creek is converted into a formidable river, and the 
riven swollen into vast oceans, having overflowed the banks 
for many miles below, and completely inundated the sur- 
rounding country, doing great damage in the land and crops. 
At Lake Providence, eeveral plantations are under water. 

Between Memphb, (Tennessee) on the Mississippi, and 
the mouth of the Ohio, the whole country was so inundated, 
that the inhabitants had to take refuge in the upper parts of 
their hoQMik At Curo» the captain of the steamboat had to 



send his row boat to the deora of tibe hoteb to convey ^ 
passengers. Another account says, almost the whole vs&y 
of the Mississippi, for a thousand miles, w covered with water. 

A violent galo was experienced on Lake Michigan mo the 
3d of May, which did much damage to steamboats and other 
vessels. 

On the 8th of May, there was a great hail storm in and 
near Georgetown, (Ky.) doing great damage to crops. 

On the 9th of May, a most severe hail storm visited Faj- 
etteville, N. C, destroying in its course the growing crops, 
fruit trees, &c., and from 20 to 30,000 panes of gUna. 

On the 10th of May, snow fell and covered the Catakill 
mountains in New York. 

The month just closed, may in the aggregate, be reconled 
as having been tolerably pleasant in this latitude. Tbefe 
was some rain fell on the 1st, 3d, 8th, 9th, 10th, 11 th, 13th, 
20th, 2tst and 24th. There has been no frost during the 
month. Vegetation is very luxuriant and early. There is a 
prospect of abundant crops of both fruit and Tegetables. — 
The fly, however, is destroying much of the wheat in mMitj 
places. Our market has never been more profusely supplied 
with early ve;getables i large quantities of which axe 6xX^ ta- 
ken to New York. 

The average temperature of the month was 61, viz: at 
sunrise 54, at 2 o'clock 701 and at 10 P. M. 58. That of 
the corresponding month of last ^ear, was 63. 

The quantity of rain which fell during the past mos^ 
was 2 j inches. The quantity in May, 1839, was six tn-> 
ches. 

The Planet Venus will continue the morning star until 
the 24th of July, then evening star to the end of the year. 
Jupiter has been visible all night during the month just 
closed ; and Saturn will be visible all night during the mcHilh 
upon which we have now entered. 

The Great Western steamer arrived at New York on the 
3d May, with 100 passengers, besides servants. She kft 
again on the 9th, with 138 passengers, ^300,000 in spede^ 
and letters, the postage of which amounted to $2p00. 

The British Queen arrived on the 16th May, with 100 
passengers, and Icfl on her return trip on the 1st June, iisiL 
with 1^50 passengers. One hundred cabin passengers also 
sailed yesterday in the packet ships from New York for Eu- 
rope. C. P. 

Philadelphia, June 2, 1840. (7. S: Gaz. 



lXa\SLl General Order. 

The President of the United States believing that greater 
formality in the infliction of such corporal punishments as 
are authorized by law may be adopted in the navy with 
beneficial consequence, directs that no such pum^meni 
shall be inflicted on any person in the service without sen* 
tence of a court martial, when that is required liy faiw, or 
the written order of the captain, or commanding officer of 
the vessel, or commandant of tlie navy yard to which he ia 
attached, where the authority to cause it to be inflicted lesls 
in the discretion of the commanding oflloer, specifying the 
oflence, or oflences, and the extent of the punishment to be 
inflicted; which order shall be read, and the punishment 
inflicted in the presence of the ofBcera and seamen belongs 
ing to the vessel or navy yard. 

All such orders for punishment shall be entered on the 
log book, and a quarterly return made to the Socretaiy of 
the Navy, stating the names of the persons punished, their 
oflences, and the extent of punishment inflicted; to^^her 
with such explanations or remarks as the commanding ofii- 
cer may deem necessary to a proper understanding o^ tbo 
case. 

The president also directs that the law authorizing the 
enlistment of seamen and othcre for the naval service, as it 
may be in operation at the time of enlistment, shall be pcint* 
cd on the back of the shipment articles, and read to such 
person desirous to enter, previous to his signing them, in 
order that he may know precisely the engagements and oh* 
ligations he is about to oootract. 

J. K. PAULDING. 

Navy Department, May 29th, I6i0. 
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SPBfiCH 

From faia Excellency, Win. W. ElUworth, Governor of 
Conaecticut, to the Legislature of the State, May, 1840. 

FelUnn Citixeru of the Senate 

and of the Home of Repretentativet : 

You will have laid before you, the accounts of our public 
officera, and luch reports as are required to be made to the 
General Assembly. From them you will learn the condition 
of our finances, school fund, and other general interests. I 
am not aware that these subjects call for any suggestions 
from the Executive. You will, however, carefully examine 
them, and consider if further legislation is needed. Our 
public servants have discharged their duties with fidelity ; the 
people have yielded a cheerful obedience to the laws, and in 
return, impartial justice has been administered by an en- 
lightened judiciary. 

The State free from Debt. 

From the Treasurer's account, it will appear that the State 
is free from debt, and possesses, in the treasury, the sum of 
$18*544. This sum, with the avails of a one cent tax, and 
dividends on bank stock, witli sundry other small receipts, 
will meet our ordinary expenses, which will not vary much 
from $80,000. 

Scfiool Fund. 

From the accounts of the Commissioner of the School 
Fund, it appears that the fund is $2.04'^000 ; the dividend 
made, for the last year, $103,345 ; which has been appropri- 
ated among eightyHwo thousand aix hundred teventtftix 
children. 

Common Schoole. 

The Board of Commissioners of Common Schools, express 
a decided opinion in favor of tho law of 1838, which estab- 
lished the Board ; and of the law of the last session, which 
slightly modifies the ancient system of schools. I wouki 
commend to your careful consideration the suggestions made 
in the Report of the Commissioners, and especially in the 
report of its active and judicious agent, the Clerk of the 
Board. 

So long as I have the honor of filling the executive chair, 
I shall not fail to urge the necessity of increased attention to 
common schools. Narrow views and illiberal laws on the 
subject of education, are a tax upon our children which we 
are not authorized to levy. Thoae men who laid the foun- 
dation of our State, though not without faults, and more lim- 
ited than ourselves in experience as to education, bettor 
appreciated common schocis than tho present generation. — 
They were untiring in their efforts to diffuse general know- 
ledge, and in the system of schools which they established, 
have laid deep the foundations of our civil and religious in- 
stitutions; which are imperishable monuments of their wis- 
dom and love of freedom. Philosophy did not delude them 
with subtle theories, nor seduce them from the plain precepts 
of Christianity. They had no confidence in licentious and 
unenlightened freedom, but held it to be a first principle, 
that fite governments cannot survive virtue and knowledge 
in the people. The progress in our dajy of the elective fran- 
chise, and the Increasing influence of popular sentiment, 
fbmidi decisive conaideratione for new eSbrts in behalf of 
oonmion schools. 

JBankf* 

From the Report of the Bank Commiasioners, you will 
perceive that they have discharged their duty with vigilance, 
and I believe, with great fidelity. The detail of their pro- 
ceedings shows their acquaintaoioe with the subject cmnmitted 
to their trust, as weO as their efforts to discharge its delicate 
and high responsibifitiea. It exhibiu likewise to the public 
•ye the condition of our banks. Let their report be carefully 
pemaed ; the broad nnger of their powere be considered, and 
the extent to which ^ese powera have been ezerdaed, and 
wa may be satiafied that these institntiona are sound and de- 
serring of genoal oonfidonca* Banks are astailed too often 

Vol. II. 



without cause, and in a manner prejudicial to the whola 
community. They are strictly identified with the prosperity 
of all classes ; until of late they have been considered bene* 
iicial to all, and I see no reason to doubt they are now strug- 
gling to sustain what remains of enterprise and credit Of 
the banking system I shall speak more fully in the sequeL 

Public Lands — Insane Poor. 

I have on former occasions communicated my sentiments 
upon the subject of our public lands, and the necessity of 
making provision for the insane poor of the State. Still en* 
tertaining the same sentiments, I would again urge these 
subjects tipon your attention. 

Death of Mr. Betts. 

I have received official intelligence from the President of 
the Senate of the United States, that one of our Senators, 
Mr. Betts, died at Washington on the 7th day of April last 
This lamented event has caused a vacancy in the Senate 
which you will need to fill. While we sympathize with the 
bereaved family of the decea^, we mourn the loss of a pub- 
lic servant who died in the vigor of life, esteemed, honored 
and distinguished. 

State Prison* 

The afiaira of the State Prison ere conducted with econo- 
my and success. The number of convicts u one hundred 
sixty-nine, and the profits of their labor, for the year past, 
beyond expenses, are $4,500. The Warden has cash on 
hand exceeding $9,0v0. 

Militia. 

The militia in number are forty thousand* They are 
generally well organized and equipped, and probably better 
disciplined than the militia of any State in the Union. For 
, their condhion, we are much indebted to the personal efforts 
and generous sacrifices of their officers. Permit me to say, 
gentlemen, that this arm of our defence is deserving of liberal 
and friendly consideration in your legislation. 

Resolutions of Legislatures^^ Maine, 

I have received resolutions, on various subjects, passed by 
the Legislatures of Kentucky, Vermont Maine, New Jersey, 
Missouri, Indiana, and South Carolina, which will be laid 
before you at an early day. The resolutions from the Gov- 
ernor of Maine relate to difficulties respecting her eastern 
boundary. She expresses confidence that Congress will 
promptly step forward in vindication of her rights, and that 
the other States will not leave Maine single handed to repel 
invasion. Her confidence is not misplaced : and let me as- 
sure our sister, Maine, that the people of Connecticut will not 
be tardy in meeting any unavoidable crisis. Were it ne- 
ceesary , I might appeal to the scenes of the Revolution, for a 
guaran^ of their spirit and patriotism. Nevertheless, as an 
individual, I must declare my decided opposition to a war. 
I cannot contemplate such an event without sorrow of heart 

It is quite too late for Christian nations to settle their difil- 
culties in a field of battle ; much less a question of boundary. 
The rancor and heat of conflict will not enable the parties to 
discern the points of diffidence more clearly, or awake or 
cherish a placable deaire of accommodation. We would 
fain indulge the hope, that the matter may be yet arranged 
through mutual c once w ion, pecuniary compensation, or the 
arbitrament of some foreign power. This natk>n certainly 
does not need a war to establish her character for martial 
prowess or ability to maintain her rights. A pacificator, 
whoever he may be, wiM richly deserve our gratitude. 

New Jersey, 

* The resolutions from the Governor of New /ersey may 
require your carefiil consideration. She complains that five 
out of aix of her representatives in Congress are excluded 
from their seats. The circumstances of this case are familiar 
to yon. Since the decision of Congress that penons com-' 
missioned according to law, are not e^en prima facie entitled 
to seats, and that othere are entitled who have no commi*' 
sionsy nor proved that they are entitled to any, I cannol 
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perceive by what role or principle the body can be organized. 
The persons not commissioned say they have a majority of 
votes ; this is denied by the authorities of New Jersey, who 
offer to prove what is the true ttate of the vote ; that ballots 
were deposited by persons who had no right to vote, taken 
by inspectors who had no right to receive them, and not re- 
turned to the judges of the election who alone could count 
and declare them. If these facts are true, the securities 
thrown around the elective franchise have been trampled 
upon, and povrer made tho arbiter of elections. You are, 
• gentlemen, called upon to express your disapprobation of 
this flagrant and dangerous violation of law. 

JPa9t Increase and Future Frotpecti of the U, Statei, 

It is now, fellow citizens, a little more than a half century 
■ince our national government was established. From three 
millions of people we have grown to be fifteen millions. — 
From thirteen States we have become twenty-six. From 
colonial settlements, along (he sea board, we now spread over 
a vast territory, extensively subdued and populated ; our 
commerce is almost without a rival ; our ships traverse every 
■ea and are found in the ports of all nations which are ac- 
cessible to the boldest navigator. Our manufactures have 
become great and important both as it respects amount of 
capital and the number of hands employed. General wealth, 
until of late, has been regularly increasing, industry rewarded 
with liLieral wages, facilities of intercommunication multi- 
plied, and enterprise and credit, like genial sunshine and 
showers to the earth, have brought cheerfulness and prosper- 
ity to the nation. Heaven has blessed our every effort, and 
made us the wonder if not the envy of the world. 

Occupying so distinguished a position, what ought we not 
to expect for the future ? The national government is ade- 
quate to any increase in the number of States and population. 
Unmeasured tracts of fertile land spread along our western 
frontier ; the ocean lies at our feet ; roads, canals and mighty 
rivers intersect every region : wherever wo look, and in what- 
ever view we contemplate our general condition, we ought 
to expect another half century as prosperous as the last. — 
Let us, gentlemen, inquire by what national policy the past 
has been made prosperous, and to what policy we should 
look for the future. Its characteristics cannot be mistaken. 

Sound Currency. 

When this government was first established, it found a 
currency partly paper and partly metallic. Paper money bad 
been issued by a bank created under an ordinance of the old 
Congress, and aAcrwards adopted by the State of Pennsyl- 
vania. The new government, witnessing the salutary effects 
of the Bank of North America, in 8«rventeen hundred and 
ninety-one, incorporated an institution of its own. This 
institution expired in I8U. In 1816, at the recommenda- 
tion of Mr. Madison, a second bank was created, which ex- 
pired in 1 836. During forty yean out of fifty-one, we have 
nad a national bank, and by means of it, in friendly co-oper- 
ation with the state banks, a currency pre-eminently conve- 
nient and highly approved. The few years we had no bank, 
viz., from 1789 to 1791, and from 1811 to 1816, our finance 
and exchanges were in great confusion, as they are at the 
present time. 

Protection of Domestic Industry, 

Another part of the former policy was the protection of 
dwnettic industry by the imposition of discriminating duties. 
The protection of domestic industry was one of the objects 
that brought the present government into being. When 
colonies, we were restless under the jealous policy of the 
mother country, which looked with no favor upon manufac* 
tures in America. Afler our separation, we still found no 
power in Congress nor in the confederation to regulate coitf- 
meroe so as to protect manufactures, for each Stste had its 
own system of regulations. Hence the meeting of delegates 
at Annapolis in 1786, and finally the formation of the present 
constitution, at Philadelphia. This power to regulate com- 
merce now being given, it was at an early period carried into 
effect, and we have had from the first a tarifi* of discriminating 
duties, until the passage of the compromise act, (so called) 



in 1833, which well nigh pots an end to sadi a tariff^ in &• 
year 1842. The 2d article of the first Congress* pasMd Joljr 
1789, declares that duties on imports are laid for revemw, 
and " the encouragement and protection of manufacUirea.'* 

System of Credit, 

Not less observable is a system oferedilf which 
in the scarcity of capital incident to a new country, has 
with our growth and strengthened with ooi strength ; i 
parting confidence and activity, until we have outstripped 
hard money countries, and accomplished in fifty yean what 
otherwise would have required centuries. Crrdii is thai 
connexion between capital and labor which confen opoo tha 
latter the benefit of the former ; a connexion most natural 
and salutary, although by some strangely overiooked. It 
secures to industry and good character the advanlage oC 
wealth. It supplies the place and p erf o rms the functions of 
money ; and although it is liable to abuse, its infiiience npsn 
the growth of the United States has not been too highly es- 
timated. 

These, gentlemen, are some of the features of tha pcXsej 
which has been pursued until within a few years. Whether 
we are likely to strike out a better course, will dcaenre greil 
consideration from those who advocate innovations. 

Present condition of the country. 

Gentlemen : let us now turn from the past to the preseal 
condition of the country. It must be confessed that a change, 
a great change has come upon us. Look where we will, in 
the North or South, the East or West, at any branch of in- 
dustry or any interest; to the agriculturist, the maniiiKrtaicr, 
the mechanic, the merchant, to those who are, or to those 
who would desire to engage in business ; to the cspiialM^ 
who hoards his money for fear of a general bankruptcy ; to 
the laborer, who is idle, for want of employment; to the man 
of enterprise, who finds every path of effort hedged np; to 
the debtor, who is crushed beneath the weight of bis respon- 
sibilities ; or finally to the unprecedented losses and depi»- 
ciations of property which prostrate the strongest and most 
wary ; I say, look where you will, we find a universal par»> 
lysis ; one common feeling of despondency, and too certain 
evidences that a deep under-current is sweeping through the 
land, changing the condition of our people more rapid^ than 
at any time since we have been a nation. All stand amazed, 
feeling and confessing tlie shock, asking what is the cause, 
and where shall the remedy be found. 

It is recently, and not until the derangement of our cur- 
rency, that the country has become distressed. Up to 1634^ 
with the exception of the last war, and a few yean preceding 
it, when our commerce was involved in the wars which grew 
out of the French revolution ; our currency was not intetioi 
to any in the worid ; and such was the fiscal system of the 
General Government, that of the millions collected by the 
Bank of the United States, not a dollar was lost, nor any 
charge for services made to the govemmenL Since 1833, 
the bank has been discarded, responsibilities have repeatedly 
been assumed by executive officers, in our monetary afiairsi 
without the advice of Congress ; new systems of finance 
have been introduced, experience has been thrown away for 
novelty, experiment has followed experiment, revulsion has 
followed revulsion, until we know not what is the present 
treasury system, nor what it may be to-morrow ; this mnch, 
however, we understand, that the revenue is falling oil; and 
Congress is supplying the exhausted treasury with paper 
money. 

Causes of our difficulties. 

What then, I ask, are the causes of our difiSculties ? They 
are the went of a sound, uniform and convenient currency ; 
the loss of confidence and credit; unemployed capital and 
labor; an unsettled policy respecting manufactures : opp<^ 
sition to associated wealth ; a restless spirit of innovation, 
and an extreme enterprise urging the inconsiderate intospeon- 
lation and hazardous traffic These, if I mistake not, are 
the prominent causes of our difficulties, — ^Let us esanuno 
them. 
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Somul, uniform^ and convenient currency^nature •/ a 

currency* 

I taj then, in the first place, we need a sound, uniform 
and convenient currency. The nature of a currency is, that 
it acts as the representative of property : it is a substitute, in 
pocuniaiy transactions, for unwieldy property, such as land 
and merchandise. Some agreed representative of property 
eiista in all civilized countries ; and is so essential to the 
multiplied affairs of commercial and enlightened States, that 
they cannot prosper without it, but would relapse into a slate 
of barbarism. Intrinsic value does not necessarily enter into 
its nature ; it must be sound, uniform and convenient If 
wholly metallic, it has only some of these properties, and is 
exceedingly expensive. In the early btages of society, flocks 
and herds, and among savage tribes, furs and shells are the 
measure of property, and the simphe currency of their trans- 
actions. ^ But as civilization advances, this measure of value 
becomes inadequate; tome more liberal and expansive cur- 
rency is demanded ; one that is convenient, always at hand, 
and friendly to credit. Nothing more certainly indicates 
progress in commerce and advance in mental and mural 
science, than that system which distinguishes countries poa- 
sessing a mixed currency. For evidence of the truth of this 
assertion, let a comparison be instituted between England or 
the United States and Spain, Italy, France or Cuba. I might 
appeal to all nations, in all times. 

I^xclusive tpecie currency impracticable. 

What currency then does the United States demand? 
There are some who seriously urge, that all paper should be 
suppressed, and the metals substituted. In the first place, an 
exclusive specie currency is impracticable. Allowing that 
we have 70 or 80,OUO,000 of coin in the country, (which is 
full our share of that in the world, as the course of trade has 
indicated,) this sum is no way suflicient for a universal cir- 
eulation ; nor does its accumulation here, make it more plenty 
in the hands of the people, because I hey prefer paper. They 
prefer to leave the coin in the vaults of banks, and take for 
use the representative of coin. 

Sank Bills cannot be tuppretted. 

In the next place, bank bills cannot be suppressed, with 
out first potting an end to all banks in all the States, a mea- 
sure revolutionary and niinoua. A metallic currency would 
be BO inconvenient that it could not for any length of time 
be endured. Suppose we had in fiu!t collected the necessary 
amount: where is the mass of gold and silver to be kept 7 
How is it to be carried about ? What is to secure it agamst 
robbery and other losses I Its annual depreciation, by wear 
alone, has been estimated by Mr. McCuUoch at one quarter 
of one per cent And if it has been declared bj one of the 
most distinguished men of the age, that in times of prosper- 
ous business and commerce, the daily amounts of payments 
in the banks of New York alone have been equal to ^8,000,- 
000, how expenaivo and oppressive would be its use in all 
the tnnsacttons of this great comitry 1 Such a currency, too, 
in its first cost, would be expensive. Not a dollar can be 
brought into the United States without an equivalent paid 
abroad. What a debt would thus be contracted in Europe 
or South America to be paid out of our labor! 

Suppose, however, that all paper was suppr es se d , and all 
the specie we wanted was actually here, how long would it 
be, before it wouki be collected in places of deposit and safe 
keeping, with agents to guard, count and handle it ? Soon, 
certificates of deposit and orden drawn by depositora on these 
agents, would be found equally safe and more convenient 
than the passing of specie itself from hand to hand, and 
would become the cireulating medium. Thus we should have 
a paper currency differing in nothing material from bank 
bills. "When the credit of these specie agents was established, 
they would become bankers, and if regulated by law, would 
be banks doing business under charters. If then wc were to 
start anew in currency, as seems to be the desire of some, 
we should come around to the point where we now are, while, 
in the revolution, we should tear into fragments every interest 
and in'dittttion in the land, i 



Shall Con^eoe i$sue Paper ?-^State Banka, 

The question returns, what currency can -we have ! The 
States cannot issue paper, shall Congress do it 1 No discreet 
man would wish to see a power so vast, and in bad hands 
capable of doing so much mischief, exercised by the federal 
government. Besides, if government paper was not issued 
on a specie basis it would inevitably depreciate and cease to 
be a currency ; and if it was, it would be another name for 
bank bills. What remains then, if Congress will not incor- 
porate a bank of the general character of those heretofore 
chartered, that the Slates be left unmolested to charter indi* 
vidual associations as they always have done. Let them be 
carefully watched ; let the Legislatures place independent and 
intelligent sentinels to observe them, and no danger need be 
apprehended from incautious or corrupt management Is it 
not our true policy to preserve, and with wholesome laws 
guard theie institutions ; restraining where restraint is ne- 
cessaiy ; reforming where reform is needed, and suppressing 
where violations of charter are established upon judicial in- 
quiry ? An indiscriminate proscription Of banks is injurious 
to all, showing incorrect information or narrow views on this 
subject Let me ask such persons what are banks more then 
partnen associated under a legislative charter or law, for the 
purpose of loaning money 1 In this association we find men 
who have retired with the earnings of an active life, men of 
all grades of property, professional, mechanics, farmen, wo- 
men, children and trustees. The borrower knows where 
money is to be loaned and spends no time in hunting for 
capitalists ; and he knows that ordinarily punctuality and 
integrity will insure to him the continuance of accommoda- 
tion. The man of enterprise, in a measure, dispenses with 
capital, by drawing, through a bank, upon future sales, or by 
anticipating receipts, more advantageously employs his lim- 
ited means. If banks are wisely conducted they may, to 
some extent increase and decrease the capital in commercial 
and manufacturing business. This they can do according to 
the state of business, the condition of crops, and the coum 
of trade. This power gives a mixed currency an advantage 
over masses of coin. One incapable of some expansion and 
contraction is not suited to this nor to any commercial 
country ; for prices will change and trade will fluctuate from 
other causes than the character of the currency. I am per^ 
suaded that it is a mistake to charge chiefly upon our curren« 
cy the revulsions in trade. In the language of a distinguish- 
ed writer " revulsions are incident to the fluctuations of prices 
and until these can be steadied, which is impossible, th^ will 
occur. Associated wealth may aggravate them or it may mi- 
tigate their operations, as private credit may, but it does not 
produce them. There is a certain portion of the commerce 
of the world that must be fluctuating. Banks are neces- 
sary to carry on that portion most perfectly." These fluctua- 
tions may not be found in hard money countries, in Spain, 
Italy, or Germany ; for in these counuies there is but Uttlo 
commerce. Banking countries have outstripped them by 
means of a mixed currency, and credit, (its natural conse- 
quence,) which gives circulation to notes of hand and bills 
of exchange, and inspires the active and industrious with 
confidence. 

T*he court* ^f trade cautet more JIuctuationo and more 

failuret than Bankt* 

The course of trade causes more fluctuations and more 
failures than bank^. A sudden expansion or contraction of 
bank paper, does sometimes aflfect prices, but the cause of 
this is really in the course of trade which causes expansion 
and contraction. When prices rise the farnter adds to hie 
farm ; the merchant to his stock ; the mechanic and mano^ 
facturer to his works ; if now from the state of the season, 
the market or the affaire of the commercial worid, prices fall, 
ravulsion is inevitable. At such times lianks often make the 
change leot calamitous by sustaining such persons as are en* 
titled to credit; and not a few of those who denounce bank% 
have liberally received assistance and been saved from bank- 
ruptcy. If there were no moneyed corporstions, there would 
be revulsions in trade ; private credit would ftil equally with 
banks, and then there would be no general resort for persons 
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suddenly oreitaken. If we cannot have a national bank, to 
canry on exchange, we must have accredited State banks, as 
inadequate as they are. If they fall, the States ui the Union, 
are sundered in their relations and interests, and finally their 
afiections. I appeal to the manufacturers of New England, 
who have hitherto found a market in the South and West, 
if they can maintain any connexion with those regions? and if 
those markets are not, at this time, for all commercial purposes 
as remote from us as the States of South America ? IJf the 
Government continues to persevere in its present policy, our 
courage will, era long, wholly fail, and our strength and 
means diminish, until a revolution, of some kind terminatrs 
present measures. I will only remark further, that banks, 
with all their disadvantages, and they have them, exist in 
every country of any considerable activity and commercial 
credit By long experience they have been found convenient 
and necessary, and they are, at this day, co-operating with 
other means, in promoting liberal sentiments, free institutions, 
and the intellectual and moral elevation of mankind; Let 
a eompariaon of naiionB decide this qtiettitm, 

I have said hanks have disadvantages. Their bills may 
be counterfittted, they may be unwisely and dishonestly con- 
ducted ; they may be established on false principles, as has 
been done by some of these States in defiance of experience; 
they may prompt to excessive enterprise, and foster a spirit 
jof speculation ; they may be multiplied too rapidly ; they 
may, at times, change the amount of capital in use and pro- 
duce fluctuations in trade ; these are acknowledged evils, but 
aome of them are not ]ieculiar to a mixed currency ; and all 
Are imputable, in no small degree, to causes extraneous to 
imnks. You must extivguiih the independent, active spirit 
ai our countrymen, the very spirit which brought our 
fiitbers to America, which \a now fostered by our free institu- 
tions, and in turn sustains them in their vigor, before you 
can make all men moderate and prudent. This spirit would 
break over salutary restraints, with any currency, whencTer 
high prices prevailed, or prospects of sudden wealth opened. 
Nevertheless we would not suppress it in the bosoms of our 
lellow citizens, any more than we would discontinue the use 
of steam, because it sometimes becomes destructive ; or fire, 
because, when uncontrolled, it is dangerous ; or knowledge, 
or talents, or religion itself, because they are sometimes turn- 
fiA to bad account 

ConttitvtionaUty oj State banki^ and of a bank of the 

United States. 

I have no doubt of the constitvtionality of State banks, 
and of a bank of the United States, nor can there be a doubt 
of the obligation of Congress to provide a general currency. 
The right to do it is implied in its power to coin money ; to 
regulate commerce between the States, as it does by promot- 
ing navigation under the latter power, by laws respecting 
vessels, their national character, their papers, crews, medi- 
cines, and the examination of steamboats. It is emphati- 
cally implied in the power of Congress to collect and pay 
out iu revenue of some $30,000,UOO, in all these States, in 
times of war and peace. Congress ought to see that there 
is a currency, convenient and of uniform value throughout 
the Union ; and as far as constitutional power is involved, it 
is a difference in name only, whether the agent be a bank, a 
mint, a custom-house or a receiver-general. There is a dif- 
ference in the character of the agent, but none in the nature 
of the power. 

Independent Treasury Bill, 

It ii said that Congress is about to exercise its constitu- 
tional power and to create a general currency by the inde- 
pendent treasury bill, (ao called) and that since the govern- 
ment has determined to repudiate bank paper and provide 
vaults and agents of its own, we may soon expect, should 
the House of Representatives, in Congress, concur with the 
Senate, a current^ adequate to our necessities. This bill pro- 
Yides that the revenue of the United States, shall be collected 
by receiven general, locked up in theirpossession until drawn 
for by the general government and that af^r 1843, nothing 
shall be received but gold and silver. 

This operation we are assured will fill the channels of trade 
with money, and place our prosperity on an immovable foun- 



dation. Has this measure the power of aeeompfiiliiiig so 
much good 1 Could I view it w this light, I wcMild cheer- 
fully embrace it myself and urge its favoimble regard open 
this Assembly. But, gentlemen, it has no soch capaci^w 
In itself it does not propose to work sach reform, bat its ifi- 
rect object is to take care of the Government. So &r as the 
measure bean upon trade and currency it seems to me, it is 
decidely unfriendly. It may create a cnrrency at the door 
of the treasury, but not extensively for the people, and it 
surely will ere long be abandoned as a device more^ oonf^ 
nial to the earlier age of society, than to the high dvilizatim 
and commercial pre-eminence of this day and nation. Its 
capa(^ty lies in its destmctivef not its creative power. How, 
for instance, can the collection of $ 1 ,000,000 a roooth in 
specie, in the city of New York, (which in prosperoos liaioi 
is not an unusual amount) create a currency for trade in 
that city 1 The receiving, counting, and locking up the 
money, does not seem to have any such tendency. The 
government debtors, about to pay their duties or docs, befoia 
they can approach the receiver general, or any treasniy ofr 
eer, must procure from banks or broken the neocasaiy ainoiiiit 
of specie. They enter the banks like foreign ciediton de- 
manding specie, it must be counted out and carried to the 
vaults of the Sub-Treasury, there to lie inactive, uselei^ 
dead, until it is wanted for Government dueF. From 1828 
to 1838, the average sum in banks, standing to the crofitef 
the treasury at the close of the year was $15,000,000; s 
much larger sum, it is true, than at present lies idle in tbe 
treasury ; but the sum will not be uniform, and if the na- 
tion is prosperous, will sometimes by very large ; even op- 
called for appropriations will amount to a large sum ; and in 
adopting an important financial measure, we are lo consider 
its operation under the various circumstances of peace m 
war, prosperity and adversity. Now what must be the ef- 
fect of taking from circulation, or from banks this amount of 
specie! The revenue for 1839 was $30,000,^00: wouH 
that sum pass into the treasury and be transported from 
place to place, to the seat of war, as Florida, Maine, or tbe 
Northern frontier, without deranging the course of trade tr 
embarrassing State Banks! And what is the advantage of 
having the public money hoarded ? Is it for safety ! The 
public money was kept safe in the two national banks foe 
forty yean. Not a dollar was lost, it was forth-cooriog it 
any place at the simple request of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, and while on deposit was made useful to labor and 
trade. But, gentlemen, it is vain to conceal it, private vaulli, 
however guarded by bolts, bonds, sureties, and severe poil 
enactments, rsill not keep the public money, nor haveitfivth- 
comingwhen wanted. 

There are likewise, many other objections to the measiie* 
It will be expensive. A host of officere will he created bj the 
Executive, to be increased annually in nnmben and sstezies. 
Receivers General, and receiven particular, treasures and 
sub^treasurers, book-keepere, attorneys, agents, clerks and ran- 
nere, will have tlieir names added to the blue boek which bac 
already grown from a few pages to a volume; and finalhTi 
treasury bureaus with voluminous reconls, will be estsbliik- 
ed wherever government money is recdved or paid out. If 
there was no other objection, with practical men, it would b* 
enough that it is a great change in our financial poficj/" 
What would be thought of England should she abandon bank 
paper and attempt to collect her revenue of some 6O,OjDO,000 

pounds sterling, in specie, mark and kx:k it op. 

The late President of the United States informed Congi«> 
"that the money of the country oughH not to be locked up. any 
more than the arms bdonging to the dtiaens." And tbi 
present Secretary of the Treasuiy in his eircolar letter of tbe 
26th of September, 1838, instructed the deposit banks "that 
the deposit of public money would enable them to afford in* 
creased facilities to commerce and extend aeconunodatioo to 
individuals.'' 

It is provided in the new treasury measure, that duties en 
foreign gooda shall be paid in cash. Thia is aooeplahle to 
New England at least It is wbat the friends of tbe menv* 
facturing interests have been nrghfig upon Congnas for many 
years, but it has no peculiar connexion with the kind « 
money to lie used, nor the mode of collecting. 
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Want of Confidence and Credit* 

Another promment cause of our embarrassments, is the 
tvant of confidence and credit, I have already remarked 
that credit is that connexion between capital and labor which 
g^ves to the latter the bene6t of the former. Credit cannot 
mxky where long survive the loss of confidence. If those who 
possess money become alarmed about their security, or the 
prosperity of their debtors, or perceive in the government a 
versatile policy, or in the people a jealousy of wealth, they 
'Will withdraw their money from active pursuits, and take it 
out of the hand of labor; they will as speedily as possible 
bring their business to a close, and shun the hnzards and 
perplexities of new undertakings; they will hoard up what 
yet remains, until times become more propitious. This is 
just the state of things we are now experiencing. Capital 
s> retiring; creditors are pressing debtors; manufacturers 
cannot draw on funds as formerly, because their consignees 
dare not sell ; merchants refuse to trust, and every man 
looks with suspicion upon the solvency of his neighbor; 
until fear and distrust have seized upon the community, 
and aeparated, /afa/Zy separated capital (torn labor; property 
ia rapidly depreciating, and wages are gradually diminishing. 
The farmer, now in debt, may not himself feel the deep di^* 
tress of men of business, but the wave of adversity rolling 
in will soon reach him amid the losses of merchants and 
manufacturers. Let me say then, gentlemen, if we would 
assist labor, and secure to it liberal wages, we must re- 
store the natural alliance that subsists between it and capi- 
tal. Capital must be allured ; it must feel safe, whether in 
business, in loans, or in institutions where it is brought to- 
gether for more convenient use. It must not bo swept away 
in the cry against monopolies and corporations. Every 
blow aimed at this, falls upon the hand of labor. There is 
so worse policy for those who labor, than invidious attacks 
upon capital. 

The Weot-^Manufacturet, 

We have arrived gentlemen at a momentous crisis in the 
sfiairs of the old States. An unbounded region of fertile 
land is opening in the West, which is filling with a hardy, 
vigorous, and intelligent population, every year brought 
nearer by new facilities of intercourse. Unless the Eastern 
States can sustain themselves by their manufactures, they 
are destined, ere long, to lose their importance. New, and 
alarming doctrines are promulged as to the mode of advan- 
cing manufactures. We are told that prices and wages 
are too high and must come down ; that the state of things 
ia unnatural and bloated. We are directed to look to the 
countries of Europe, for instruction, and overlooking the 
experience of our own republic, are invited to take lessons 
from monarchies. Our manufacturers are addressed for 
this purpose, with considerations of the gravest character. — ' 
It is said, they must manufacture more cheaply ^that things 
must be adjusted to a lower scale, and that the new financial 
measure of the government will accomplish this object-^ 
How it can be done by this measure, otherwise than by tak' 
ing away a demand for labor and the raw material, I can- 
not comprehend. If liberal wages, ardent enterprise, a dis- 
criminaiing tariff, have hitherto advanced our prosperity, 
who is justified in calling this condition of things unnatural, 
bloated and ruinous, and laboring to pull down what the 
wisdom and experience of half a century have been boild- 
inn up ! Besides, I do not believe that wages can be much 
reduced, if attempted. Present investments may be lost. 
Inferior labor be cheapened, and New England be ruined. 
But men of health and vigor will not be reconciled to such 
a state. In Europe, people though pent in narrow limits, 
and many but just escaping starvation, have not the means, 
nor are they willing to encounter the perils and hardships 
of a sea voyage, seeking a home amidst strangers, of whose 
habits and language they know little or nothing; but here, 
if labor is depressed in the East, the laborer escapee to the 
vslleya of the West, he may reach the utmost settlements in 
a few days, with trifling toil and inconsiderable expense, 
and is, at once at hone, among his former neighbors, now 
settled on the banks of the Ohio or Mississippi, I^et roe 
ask the advocates of the reducing policy, if we have hitherto 



suffered from high prices and high wages ? If so, who is it 
that has suffered 1 Certainly not the men and women who 
work for hirel They are beyond comparison elevated 
above the operative of Europe. Not the farmer, for the 
manufacturing village is his market; not the merchant, for 
trade is his livelihood ; not the professional man, for in a 
dense, busy population, he finds a sphere for his knowledge 
and talents; nor the manufacturer himself, for if he can 
make his profits he succeeds in his business. 

If it were true that, as consumers, we all pay a portion of 
the duties on foreign goods, the tax is paid to our oxon 
countrymen and we are able better to pay them, and in the 
end better ourselves, than we could be, running into debt to 
foreigners. New England has a population, and active 
capiul, sufiicient to enable her manufacturers to create an 
inexhaustible source of wealth, and such is her peculiar situa- 
tion that she should press forward in this policy, buying as 
little as possible of foreign manufactures. We must live 
within ourselves, and upon our own resonroes. Besides ths 
constitutional activity of our people, their ingenuity, their 
skill, acquired by years of experience, the hardness of the 
New England soil, her extensive water power, ensure to us 
success, as manufacturers, and point out the only true path 
to influence and greatness. As a public man, much less as 
the Executive of a State, I would not wish to speak unkindly 
of the views and designs of any portion of ttus nation; but 
it cannot be concealed that the determined anti-tariff policjr 
of the planting States, a determination which has once well 
nigh broken the golden chain which binds us together, is at 
war with the true interests of New England. A dark cloud 
is now hanging over these vital interests; what lies in tha 
future we cannot tell, but we are called to sympathize with 
the manufikcturer ; and as legislators, to afford him any ra» 
lief in our power. 

Veroatility of opinion upon certain great intereott. 

It is one of our misfortunes, that at this day there Is so 
much veraatility of opinion upon certain great interests; 
our policy has become as variable his the fears or fortunes of 
contending parties. At the commencement of the late war, 
under the fostering hand of Government, the nation embark- 
eil in manu&ctures; this policy prevailed until 1833, when 
it was discovered by the South, that a tariff of discriminat- 
ing duties was contrary to the Constitution, that duties on 
imports were, after all, mere duties on exports, and unequal 
towards the South. To appease discontent and disarm ths 
spirit of disunion, the principle of discrimination was yield- 
ed, and a new system introduced, which, if continued, will 
I much fear, be followed by alarming consequences. 

Financial Policy. 

Our financial policy is marked with a like uncertain^. 
As I have before said, from 1791 to 1811 we had a Nation- 
al Bank ; after five years of disorder and losses, like what 
we now see, all parties, with extensive unanimity, upon the 
recommendation of Mr. Madison, charterpd another bank, 
which continued until 1 836. Congress, then re-chartered 
it. The President did not concur in the views of Congraas, 
and refused his assent to the bill. State banks were rocom- 
mended, for the use of the treasury, as likewise an increase df 
their number, and a free use of the public money while deposi- 
ted. But now, a National Bank is held to be unconstitutional, 
notroithetanding forty yearo* experience, and the decisions 
of the ottpreme judiciary of the nation to the contrary ; 
State banks are repudiated and denounced ; paper money, 
after sixty yearfe* use, is found to be unlawful and unsafe ; 
coin is to be an exclusive currency in public transactions, at 
least; and an Independent Treasury to be a new agent of 
fiscal operations. 

New notions are becoming current as to the title and 
proper disposition of the national domain, notions incom- 
patible with solemn compacts and public honor, yet not dis- 
countenanced by statesmen high in favor. 

Now fellow citizens, aro these great interests settled ? or 
does uncertainty hang upon them } How then can there 
remain any courage, confidence, credit or contentment t— 
The Government seems to be losing respect for the experi- 
ence and wisdom of others. The same spirit has seized 
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the citizen in his concerns; he too has no dread of mnova- 
tion ; he has resolved to become rich in a day. The small- 
est prospect of sudden gain tempts him from the path of 
regular industry; incautious zeal pushes him to attempt 
what he may not accomplish. Because some have realized 
wealth by good fortune, too many have resolved to try some 
shorter road to the object of desire. 

Closing Remarks, 

I have thus, gentlemen, endeavored to survey the years 
of our prosperity and the policy which then prevailed ; to 
inquire what is our present condition ; the nature and ori- 
gin of our embarrassments, and by what cause we may hope 
to remove them. I am aware that the outline has been but 
faintly filled up. and that much is left to your better judg- 
ment and experience. 

The responsibilities of legislators, at this period, are un- 
usually great ; it is a day of deep excitement and bold ex- 
periment, of unprecedented reverses, sacrifices and losses. 
Our constituents are turning imploring eyes upon us and 
upon Congress in the hope of relief. I fear too that party 
strife is closing the mind against truth, and giving unjust 
sway to prejudice and passion. Let us endeavor to prose- 
cute our duties with minds open to conviction; listen with 
candor to eveiy complaint, redress every wrong, and firmly 
meet every duty. Let us administer liberally and with pat- 
riotic motives, a Grovernment justly endeared to our constitu- 
ents. 

Let me, gentlemen, in conclusion, express to you and the 
people of this State, my thanks for the distinguished honor 
of this renewed expression of confidence and esteem. I 
can make no other return, than a firm purpose of studying 
your interests, and carrying out, to my utmost ability, the 
spirit of the oath which I have taken : May God protect 
you, and bless youf deliberations. 

WlLLIAX W. ElUWOBTR. 
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Importmat Lexal DeelsloB la Mlsaovrl. 

The Supreme Court yesterday gave a decision on the 
subject of Assignments for benefit of creditors, which, as it 
establishes an important point in relation to them, should be 
known to our mercantile commdnity. The cases before 
the court were Greorge Brown versus Knox, Boggs & Co., 
and Rogers dt Shrewsbury versiu Eads dc Buchanan ; both 
involving the validity of assignments. The main ground 
contested in the case was, whether a debtor, in making an 
assignment for the benefit of his creditors, has a ri^t to 
stipulate that they shall receive the dividend which the as- 
signment will make in full satis&ction of their claims, and 
that the debtor shall be released on the payment of that. — 
The Court, tStet full argument and review of authorities, 
gave an extended decision, declaring that "a stipulation for 
a release of a debtor contained in an asagnment, makes it 
null and void." 

This is the first time that this question has been decided 
in this State, and the decision now given will have a con- 
siderable eflfect, not only on assignments already made, but 
on the nature of assignments hereafter made. Very few 
assignments have ever been made in this State which did 
not contain the clause against which the Supreme Court 
baa now declared itselt 

St. Louis JVVnF Era, 



Gain, 77 

Censiu of Boston— 1S40. 

An accurate census of this city has just been taken, fay- 
two gentlemen in each ward, appointed for that parpose I7 
the Mayor and Aldermen. The following table will dMtv 
the result, as well as the increase, since 1830 and 1835 : 

1830. 1835. 1846L 

WardNo.l, 4149 6075 6870 

2, 4277 5063 6817 

" 3 4906 6278 70IS 

" 4, 6149 7469 7380 

" 5 6138 6675 6804 

" 6, 4503 6780 7685 

7, 6760 6913 6727 

8, 6072 6887 7949 

" 9, 4614 6769 6838 

'< 10, 4940 5843 68S7 

" 11 4227 5361 r326 

" 12, 4881 6812 

South Boston, 2866 6596 6664 



61,381 



78,504 



ss^or 



Increase from 1830 to 1835,. . . . 17,123 or 23 per cent 
" 1835 to 1840, 6,293 or 6f per cent 



« 



1830 to 1840,. . . .22,416 or 36} per 



In 1838, the wards were generally re-modeDed, some two 
or three of them nearly remain as they were, but moi< of 
them have been so much altered, that no just oompaiimi of 
increase can be founded upon the present result — lb. 



Mail Siorm. — A portion of Fleming county, Ky., was 
▼isited by a seyeie and destructive storm of hail on Friday 
the 22d ult The Kentuckian says, " In the memory of the 
oldest inhabitants, the equal in point of severity and aize of 
the hail, the storm has no place. It passed over the county 
in a north-eastern direction, stripping the forest trees of their 
leaves : fruit trees of their leaves and young fruit, beating 
down small grain, com and grass; window glasses were 
broken, birds, fowls, lambs, and even calves and colts were 
kilkd." 



First Barge via Tide Water Canal. — tht canal barge 
James Buchanan, Capt Irvin, arrived here jesteiday aOfl^ 
noon from Bellefonte, Centre county, by way of tbe Bald 
Eagle canal and the usual route from the West Branch to 
Havre de Grace, thence the barge was towed to the moath 
of the Chesapeake and Delaware canal by ateamboat, and 
from Delaware City to Philadelphia in tow of a tcAosner, 
having been only eight daya from the time of leaving Bdle- 
fonte. Her cargo consists of 1,000 bushels of wbait, 150 
bbls. of floor, 20 boxes of axes, and a few barrela of butter, 
and is consigned to Messrs. Starr & Morton. We ha^ this 
undertaking, the first of the kind, may be found profitabk 
for the friture, and that those interested in this tittde mry 
provide means to bring up boats with more facility than has 
been met with in the present instance. — J\ eriA Amerieau 



There were tweniy^ne hundred causes on the caloidar, 
for action before the United States District Court for South- 
em Mississippi, which commenced its session on the 6th 
instant. About one hundred hwyers were in attondanos. 



The amount of rain which fell during the last month 
2.69 inches, and there fell, from the evening of the 1st of 
this month up to the evening of the 4 th, 4 indies of raio. 

Penn'a. Hospital, Phila. June 5th.^A: Ameriam. 
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Arrival of the first Boston and Utot- 
P€»ol Steam Ship. 

Tlie fi»t of the Boston and Liverpool Steam Shipe haa 
Arrived. About five o^clock yeaterdaj afternoon, the tele- 
graph at the City Hall announced that the gallant Steamer 
Unicom was coming into our harbor. The United States 
receiving ship Columbus, with a band of music on board, 
and the Revenue Cutter Hamilton, gaily decorated with flags, 
had been stationed near the end of Long wharf, in antici- 
pation of the event ; and cannon had also been got in readi- 
ness on the Cunard wharf at East Boston, to give the Steamer 
a salute. As soon as the Unicom was announced by tele- 
graph, the American and British flags were hoisted on the 
City Hall, and thrown to the breeze from the masts of vessels 
in the harbor; and from numerous elevated points along the 
ivharves, and at East Boston. Capt Sturgis gave the Steamer 
a gallant salute from the Revenue Cutter as she approached 
the city, and the people echoed cveiy peal of the cannon 
with enthusiastic shouts louder than even the roar of the ar- 
tilleiy itself. 

The Unicom came rapidly up the harbor, and cast a light 
anchor off Long wharf. She was there boarded by Capt. 
Josiah Sturgis, of the Revenue Cutter, who congratulated 
Capt. Douglass, the commander of the Steamer, on the suc- 
cess of the voyage, and tendered to him, and to Mr. Samuel 
Canard, Jr. (a son of the proprietor,) the hospitalities of 
the ci^, in that handsome and dignified manner, for which 
he is so much distinguished. The editors of the city press 
also came on board and were introduced to Capt Douglass, 
and supplied with files of foreign papers. 

The Steamer then passed up the harbor to the Charles- 
town Navy Yard, and was again saluted by the Revenue 
Cutter as she passed. The Cutter, as we observed above, 
was tastefully decorated with flags and streamers ; and the 
crew under the direction of Capt Sturgis, rendered essential 
service in bringing the Steam Ship safely into the dock. 
Capt S. deserves the lasting gratitude of the citizens of Bos- 
ton for his useful and disinterested labors on this occasion, 
and we feel assured that the City Government and the mer- 
chants will not permit the event to pass away without some 
public expression of the regard which they feel for this 
gentleman. 

On the return of tlie Steamer from the Navy Yard, she 
was once more saluted by the Cutter Hamilton, and the 
cannon planted on the Cunard wharf at East Boston, now 
began to pour forth their thunder in grand style. Cannon 
were also fired from the heights above the wharf; and for 
nearly half an hour, there was one continued roar of artillery, 
mingled with the shouts of thousands of citizens, and the 
animating sounds of martial music. The harbor presented, 
at one time, a dense mass of smoke, which had proceeded 
partly from the cannon, and partly from the steam vessels 
and ferry-boats. The Cunard wharf at East Boston, as well 
as the wharves on this side of the water, was crowded with 
a dense mass of eager spectators. A flagstaff hsd been 
erected on each side of the dock, which the Steamer was to 
enter, one of which bore the American, and the other the 
British flag. As the Unicorn turned towards the Cunard 
wharf, the Brass field-pieces gave her a deep-mouthed hearty 
welcome, and each discharge of cannon was again echoed 
by the people. 

She came into the dock without accident, and after she 
was safely fiutened, a large number of citizens went on board, 
and exchanged salatations with the officers and passengers. 

We learn from Captain Douglass, that the Unicorn left 
Liverpool on the 1 6th of May, and arrived at Halifax on the 
1st instant, about 10 o'clock A. M., and remained there until 
1 1 o'clock P. M. 

She brought out 27 cabin passengers to Halifax, and. 24 
to Boston; and files of London papers to the 15th of May, 
Liverpool of the 16th, and Paris of the 13th. 

The Unicom is a neatly built and gallant steamer of about 
700 tons burthen, and a very fast sailer. The cabin accom- 
modations are of a very superior character, and the passengers 
state, that although they had head winds during the greater 
part of the passage, yet they have enjoyed the trip exceed- 



ingly. She does not appear to be injured in the least by the 
passage, and her machinery works admirably. 

The festival prepared by the City Government, and the 
Coomiittee of Merchants, in honor of this important event, 
will probably take place at Faneuil Hall to-day. 



Maine Boundary. 

HoDSS OP CuMM05s, Fddsy May I. 

Maine Boundary. — Mr. Hume begged to ask whether 
her Majesty's Government were now able to state in what 
condition the negotiations respecting the Maine boundary 
were 1 

Lord John Russell. I have some doubt how far it is con- 
sistent with my duty to answer the question which the Hon. 
gentleman has just put to me ; but as, no doubt there is con- 
siderable anxiety upon the subject, and as papers upon the 
subject have been published in the United States, I think it 
would be desirable to give a general outline of die state in 
which the question at present stands between the United 
States and this countiy relative to the Maine Ltoundary. 

The House will recollect I stated that there were two very 
distinct questions : the one was the general question of the 
boundary, arising out of the treaty of 1783, and the treaty of 
Ghent ; and the other was with respect to the interpretation 
of our agreement for the sake of preserving jurii^diciion and 
possession undisturbed by the two parties made in the course 
of the spring of 1839. With respect to the former part of 
the subject, a proposition was made by my noble friend the 
Secretary for Foreign Afibirs, in the name of the government, 
last year, and the reply to that was a counter proposition of 
a totally different nature being made by the Government of 
the United States. 

At the same time commissioners were appointed by the 
Government of Great Britain, who had sur>'eycd the disputed 
country, and had arrived in this countiy in Jsnuary last.-^ 
7 heir report tvaa received only a Jev days ago / it con» 
taint matter of very connderubie importance, and u now 
under the tontideration of the government, and an answer 
will be immediately returned to the last proposition made by 
the government of the United States, informing them how 
far we can fall in with the proposition they last made. 

That is the only answer I can give at present upon that 
branch of the subject With respect to the queation relating 
to the provisional agreement of last year» It is unfortunate 
that it is almost entirely upon it that recent difficulties have 
arisen. The noble Lord then adverted to the difiercnces that 
had arisen between the two countries on this subject ; and 
concluded by saying, I trust and believe that peace will not 
be interrupted, but Uiat the whole will end in a formal and 
amicable settlement of existing differences. — (Cheers.) 

London dates of the 12th say that the recent news from 
New York, holding out the idea of an amicable adjustment 
of the boundary question, rendered stock more firm, and 
consols bold at 91 3-8 a small improvement. Money waa 
abundant. • 



Jhereaoe of Trade with Africa. — We learn that the brig^ 
Ivanhoe, which sailed from New York last month for Africa, 
had on board a large quantity of tobacco and other merchan* 
dise, intended for a trading voyage with the natives of that 
coast At this moment the ship Ganzas, of four hundred 
and fifly tons, is also loading at the port of Richmond, Va., 
with three hundred and fifty hogsheads of tobacco, and nx 
hundred puncheons of New England rum, destined for the 
same voyage. It may be worth our notice to obser\'e that 
this latter cargo was purchased and shipped by one of the 
partners of a Liverpool house who came passenger in the 
steamship British Queen, and having completed his businesa 
returns by her on the 1st proximo, a singular instance of de- 
spatch, which shows that our brethren on the other side are 
quite alive to the importance of this trade. The gentleman 
alluded to travelled over five hundred miles inland, and cal* 
culating the usual run to England he will not have been ah- 
8cnt more than forty- two days, — FhiXa^ Gax, 
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Important f ItamdlaoUlera uid Bnlkicra. 

^n aci Jor better aecnrin^ the payment •/* Ground 

lients — approved jlpril 8, 18 iO. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Repreientativea of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in 
General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by the au- 
thority of the same, That in all actions of Covenant hereafter 
brought in any Court of Kecord upon any covenant for the 
payment of rent on any ground rent deed, if the bheriff or 
other officer to whom any writ or summons is directed^ shall 
make return of the same with *' nihil" endorsed thereon, it 
shall and may be lawful for the plaintiflf or plaintiHsto sue out 
an alias writ of summons returnable in like manner as other 
writs of summons, and thereupon if the said ^<heriff or other 
officer shall make return of the said alias writ with "nihil*' 
endorsed thereon, the said return of two "nihils" shall be in 
all respects equivalent to actual service of the same; as is 
now the practice in cases of scire facias on judgments 
and mortgages. Provided, however, that it shall be the 
duty of the said Sherifl* or other officer to give notice of 
the said alias writ, by serving a copy thereof on the tenant 
in possession of the premiijes, if any, or if there be no such 
tenant in possession of the premises, if any, or if there be 
AC such tenant, by posting a copy of the same on some con- 
spidous part of the premises, at least ten days previous to 
the return day thereof, and also by publication in one or 
more newspapers, in such manner and for such time as the 
court, by rule or otherwise, shall direct And provided also, 
That the plaintiflf or plalntiffii shall have filc^ within two 
weeks after the return day of the first writ of summons in 
the office of the Protlionotary of the said court, a copy of 
the Deed on which the suit is brought. 



lakes have communication, hava from 
removed, and allow a firee paas^pe to the wmtrr, oc; that the 
crust of limestone has broken throngfa. aod lei it o£ Tba 
spot where the Orange lake was running into appeared nearly 

broken. 



Mr, Crane the inventor of the process of making Tron 
with Anthracite Coal, has recently had a law suit with the 
proprietors of an Iron establishment in Wales, who refused 
to pay him for an infringment of his Patent. This trial re- 
•alted in favor ol Mr. Crane. During the investigation, the 
folbwing interesting facts were elicited in evidence. 

Iron applied to Chain Cables, Crane Iron made with An- 
thracite Coal, required 19 tons to break a size which never 
before had stood exceeding 16^ tons. 

Mr. David Mushet proved that Anthracite Iron by his ex- 
periments stood in point of strength at 209^. When Tred- 
gold in his book stated the maximum of strength to be 176. 
With two-thirds of the fuel of Anthracite, the 209^ was 
reduced to 199. 

Mr. Cottam of London gave evidence of the remarkable 
elasticity of Anthracite Iron from its quality of recovering 
itself again. He was of the opinion that liars, dec, might 
be reduced 20 to 25^ per cent in weight with equal safety. 
He gave the following as the scale of the comparative 
strengths of Iron from his various trials. 

Scotch hot blast Iron 408 

Do. cold do. do 440 

Scotch hot Blast mixed with Anthracite 518 

Do. all Anthracite 699 

•V. American, 



Phenomena, — The Florida Herald has the following 
Dotioe of some recent phenomena which have oanmed in 
that peninsula. 

Some of the ponds and lakes are drying up, or rather 
ranning off. About 18 months since, we understood the 
water in Tuscawilla lake in Alcha county ran off, and it is 
now completely dry. It was said by those who saw it, that 
there was a strong current running towards the centre, and 
it was described as similar to the emptying of a funnel 

Since then, we have heard that the Orange lake is run- 
ning off in a similar manner. A gentleman who saw it a 
few weeks since, informed us that about ten thousand acres 
had been completely drained. Not more than two feet water 
remained in the lake. 

The theoiies in explanation of these phenomena are; 
Thit the obstroction in the subterranean strMnis, which these 



For the U. 8. Commercial and Statistical Regialfr. 
Imj^rlant Decinlon renpecliam IfateSi 

The following case decided at a late aessaon of the S up i qae 

Court of this state, may prove interesting to 

readers, as it will, perhaps, not coincide with their 

ideas on the subject of negotiable paper. 

McDowel 

va. 
Yeomans 

One Adams had drawn his note to the defendant or < 
The defendant endorsed it thns — ** Thie may certify thai / 
warrant the toithin to be collectabfe, 8 4 ml. TcoxAxa.* 
The note became the property of the plaintiff, but it was net 
made to appear that be was the party who first received it 
from the defendant, Yeomans, and therefore not the party 
with whom the contract of guaranty might be said to have 
been actually made. 

The Court decided, 1. That it ky upon the plaintiff to 
prove affirmatively that he was the party with wbon the 
contract had been made and that the guaranty not being 
to bim by name, the Court could not presume, from the 
absence of proof to the contrary, that it had been made to 
him, though he held the note. 2. That none other than the 
person to whom the contract was actually made coold 
on the guaranty. Chief Justice Gibson, in the able 
of the Court, referring to certain parts of the law in tbb 
State, says " It might seem doubtful, whether an action coald 
not be maintained by the holder of a guarantied note, who, 
though unnamed in the contract, is interested in the subject 
of it, just as a party unnamed, but interested in aninsnianoe, 
may have an action on an unsealed policy 'for the benefit of 
J. 8. and all others whom it may concern* — and I at first 
thought the law might apply to the guaranty of a note^ pay- 
able to bearer, successively to each holder of it, on tbe basiB 
of a distinct promise to each, for which, each transfer would 
be a sufficient consideration." 

He goes on however to lay down his own opinion and 
that of the Court, that the guaranty ia not an aooemoiy of 
the note or negotiable along with it, and being but a tpeeial 
contract, with no more efficacy than if it were entirely 
detached from the note, that no person bat the one with 
whom the contract was actually made can derive any benefit 
from it . J. W. W. 



Tbe Secretary of State of Connecticnt will pl< 
our thanks ibr public docnments-^as well also a friend in 
Kentucky for bank reports. 

(T^- The UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL AND 
STATISTICAL REGISTER, is published eveiy Wednea- 
day, at Nob 79 Dock street The price to enbociiben ia 
Five Dollan per annum, payable on the 1st of January of 
each year. No subscription received Ibr leas than a year. — 
Subscribers oat of the principal cities to pay in advance. 

PRINTED BY WILLUM F. GEDDES, 
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Celebration of the Arrival of the 
fJnloorn, at Botioa. 

DlVNBB AT FaVXUIL Ha1&. 

His Honor Jonathan Chapman, Mayor of the city, pre- 
at tho table, — ^Mr. Conard, and Mr. Orattan the British 
Consul, were seated immediately upon bis right, and Captain 
Douglas, commander of the Unioom, upon his left 

The Mayor opened the intellectual part of the entertain- 
ment by the following address to his fellow citizens : 

Jiemarhi of the Mayor, 

It is an event, said he, of more than ordinaiy interest and 
importance to us, in honor of which we are now aewmbled. 
The present week has witnessed the first arrival in our har- 
bor, ^m the shores of Great Britain, of one of those wonder- 
ful inventions of modern times, which, defying space, and 
time, and tide, seem destined to break down the partitions 
of nations, and to make one brotherhood of the family of 
man. We look upon it as an epoch in the history of our 
city ; and accordingly the city government, in compliance 
with what they deemed the unanimous feeling of the com- 
munity, have caused this social meeting to be gathered, 
without formality, and at short notice, in order that our trans- 
atlantic brethren might sit down with us as in the family 
circle. 

It is a matter of sincere regret that the distinguished indi- 
vidual, the Hon. Samuel Cunard, to whom more than to 
any other, we are indebted for the result which we now hon- 
or, is not present to participate in this meeting, and to receive 
thus publicly the thanks of our city for the benefit which we 
feel that we have received at his hands. But when it is 
known that he is detained for the purpose of completing the 
arrangements thus auspiciously begun, I am sure that he 
will be as gratefully remembered in his absence, as he would 
have been greeted, were he here. I am happy, however, to 
state, that we have with us, as his representative, his son, Mr. 
Edward Cunanl, whom it will be my privilege shortly to 
introduce. And it adds to our gratification, that there is also 
present here, the commander who guided hither this fint 
adventurous boat, Capt. Douglas, o/ the 9ttamer Unieom, 
whom it will likewise be a pleasure to me shortly to make 
known to you. 

Assembled as we thus are in honor of the opening of steam 
navigation between Great Britain and this city, our first feel- 
ings are those of admiration and gratitude for the enterprise 
which has achieved this important result May J not, there- 
fore, in the name of the city of Boston, welcome these repre- 
sentatives of the means by which a closer connexion is to be 
established between England and America 1 May I not say 
to them, that we applaud the public spirit which has led to 
this event,-^that we reciprocate the good feeling which has 
prompted this nearer alliance— and that to the right hand of 
fellowship thus warmly extended to us from the mother 
country, we heartily return the old iashioned grip of Yankee 
hospitality? 

The event which has called us together, in itself consider- 
ed, is simply the arrival at Boston of a steam ship from Liver^ 
pooL If this were all, it might have gratified our curiosity for 
a moment. We might simply have welcomed her approach 
as we have done, with the sound of cannon, and the shout 
of a multitode gathered upon our wharves, and then have 
passed on to some other of the wonders which are constantly 
Vol. II.— 49 



presenting themselves in thb stirring age. But to the re- 
flecting mind, there are many considerations connected with 
this event, many thoughts and anticipations to which if gives 
rise, that make it worthy of especial notice. I can but glance 
at some of them, leaving to those whom I rejoice to see around 
me to expand and to enforce them. 

And in the first place, in reference to the great interests of 
our business and trade in all their varied forms, who can es- 
timate the full efiiscts that may be produced by the opening' 
^a direct communication, upon the ohorteot route, and in 
the mo9t expeditioue manner, between our city and the 
great emporium of the world? Hitherto, firom our posttioo, 
we have been out of the current of commercial intercoum 
between this country and Europe. We have been obliged to 
be dependent upon others in this important respect, and uni- 
formly to inquire of our neighbors the news from abroad.— 
As the importance of our city is increased, as it necessarily 
must be, by a change in these respecii, and with industrial 
and manufacturing interest in New England that may chal- 
lenge comparison with any in the country, and whidi only 
ne^ further opportunity, to develope themselves to an almost 
indefinite extent, — is4t not a matter of sincere congratulation, 
and pleasing anticipation, that the commercial relations of 
her capital with Europe, already so important in many re- 
spects, are to be placed upon an equality with those of the 
most favored parts of the country 1 

I certainly deem it so, even if the proposed enterprise should 
terminate when the passage was made fronff Liverpool to 
Boston. But it does not stop here. European enterprise, 
we are proud to say, on this first visit to Massachusetts, has 
not found her asleep. In the fVeotern Railroad, fostered 
by her patronage, and built in part by her means, ahe is nobly 
doing her share in this great work of improvement. She is 
opening a new and a straight way for Europe into the broad 
and mighty West, and for the West back again to Europe. 
She is doing her share in introducing to each other the two 
extremes of the globe. And when we contemplate, as we 
can to-day, the certainty that that introduction will be com- 
pleted, — whennve look forward, as we now may with confi- 
dence, to the efiftvtoal junction of the Missinippi with the 
Atlantic, and see the new tide of business sweeping forwards 
and backwards through the borders of Massachusetts, may 
not every interest amongst us justly anticipate the opening 
of a wider field of enterprise than any they have yet known 1 
Who, in a word, shall undertake to measure or state the 
mighty consequences that may result to Massachusetts when 
she stands as the half-way point upon the most direct route 
between Europe and the Rocky Mountains 1 

The event of this day's commemoration is also of interest 
and importance, as indicating the good feeling of England 
towards our country. It is well known that the enterprise, 
i>f which the arrivsl of the Unicom is the auspicious com- 
mencement, has been kindly favored and most liberally pro- 
moted by the English Government We rejoice from our 
hearts in every indication and means of a closer union be- 
tween that country and our own. Our brethren from other 
lands who are present at this festivity, will pardon us, I know, 
as we express our peculiar attachment for the land of Old 
England. It was the home of our fathers. We sprung from 
its bosom. Within her borders we must look for our oki 
ancestral halls. There are noble assocbtions connected with 
her name, in which we have a common interest. She is our 
mother — wc had a common origin^we speak a common 
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language, and may God bless every undertaking Uiat makes 
ua leel mare strongly that we have a common interest. 

! And still another jnost intcrastinff view of the event which 
has called together this family meeting of nations, as I pray 
to be permitted to call it, is, that it is another achievement of 
that liberalizing and adventurous conwierciai spiritj which, 
next to the Christian religion, has done the mo«it for the civ- 
ilization and refinement of the human race. Commerce ! 
how much of what is interesting and noble in the world^s 
histoty is associated with that word. How unjust to its 
righteous claims, — how imperfectly acquainted with the his- 
tory of man, is he who degrades its meaning to the mere 

. barter of commodities, — to the mere increase of perishable 
property— to the simple muIii|jIication of venders and ven- 
dees. 



Hon. Santfie! Cunartl — Identified wim an iosprevwMBl 
which has blessed two countries — they will vie wilh 
other in doing him honor. 

Mr. Edward Cunard, a son of the gentleman above 
tioned, and a passenger in the Unicom, was introduced t» 
the company, by the Mayor, and responded to this compli- 
men I in a very feelihg and appropriate manner. In tlie luuDe 
of his father he thanked the Mayor and the citixeos of Bos- 
ton, for the kind and cordial manner in which they had v^- 
ceived the Unicorn ; and he deeply regretted that tnt fttber 
was unable to be present, on an occaaion which woqU haesa 
afforded him such high sntisfactlon. If Mr. Cunard, be 
said, had done for the city ten thousand times mofv fbao he 
had, the enthusiastic reception of the Unicom would Jkaw 
deeply repaid him for all his labor. l*be grateful impmsioD 
wliich this unexpected event had made on his own ixHiid,be 
said, could never be obliterated. He closed hi# rentaxks by 



The history of commercial enterprise is in fact the histoiy 
of the progress of the human race. Look out for a moment 

upon the broad and flowing ocean — the acene of its adven- offering the following sentiment : 

tures — the fearful yet magnificent field of its wonder-working May prosperity ever attend the city and citizena of 

energy. What is there that more strikingly marks the pro- ' The band then played ** God save the Queen ;" the senti- 

gress of mankind, than the use they have made of tho great ment and air brought fortli loud and continued 

waters of our globe 1 There was a time, l^ut three centuries which almost drowned the sounds of the instruments. 



ago, when the art of navigation was unknown. This broad 
and flowing ocean spread out, without one human being 
resting upon^ts bosom — with not a human voice to mingle 
with the winds that swept over its surface — solitary. — com- 
panionless, but for the creaturea tliat swam beneath its waves, 
and Him who created both it and them. Then were the 
dark ages. How is it now ? That same ocean is studded 



The Mayor read the following extract from the bnlktiB 
of the merchants' News Room — 

"Steamer Unicom, 18 days from Liverpool to BostoB;" 
and added, God save the Queen, and God save the Uniled 
States of America. 

Capt Douglas, commander of the Unicom, now rose ad 
was introduced to the company. He said be felt highly 



all over with the white sails of commerce,-^peopled with honored in^lieing tlie commander of the firsst steam shq) that 
floating colonies of human beings, — visited by no breeze that ' had ever crossed the Atlantic from Old England to New 
bears not a song of human joy, — and lashed by no tempest England — especially as that steamer had been so coidially 
amidst which are not heard the groan and the prayer of hu- received by the citizens of Boston. The Unicom, he said, 
man agony. And now also is the age of light, intelligence, had made an easy not a tei^t passage. She was a small 
religion and liberty.  • • • | gteamer — as the citizens of Boston undoubtedly knew — and 

But I must not dwell longer upon this pleasant theme of was not intended as one of the regular line of Steam Mail 
tho intimate connexion between commercial enterprise and Pockets. She was also deeply laden. A large portioo of 
the progress of general improvement. Wonderful as hnve the steamer was occupied by machinery, fuel, dec and the 
been the results, there is yet no mystery in the matter. The passage had been rather boisterous and difiScuIt The voyage - 
explanation of these cflfects of commerce is short and simple, would be made by the regular steamers in about fifken dajs 
It brings men nearer together. This makes them better ac- or less. Ho returned his sincere thanks to the Mayor* and 



quainted. Belter acquaintance leads to new relations. New 
relations cre^ new wants. These in their turn increase 
mutual dependence; — and mutual dependence is at the foun- 
dation of society — the origin of nations — and the great prin- 



through 



him to the citizens of Boston, for the attentiuo be- 
stowed upon him, and said he hoped the highest antidpatioBS 
which they had formed of this new enterprise might be fnlly 
realized. 



ciple which knits men together into Kingdoms, States, fami- ! The Mayor ogrnin stirred up the hearts of the company hj 
lies, and all the possible relations of life. Commerce, then, some brief and felicitous remarks in allusion to Mr. Grattao, 
hy merely bringing men together, is the first link in that the British Consul, in the course of which he was inlerruptp 
great chain which holds in its embrace the interests of man- ed by several hearty bursts of applause. Mr. Grjttan, in one 
kind. I of his public speeches, compared himself to a staunch Irish 

Tho history of commerce, therefore, in all its adventures, ' blunderbuss, charged to the muzzle with good feeling — and 
yields to no other in importance. It has passages, too, ' our citizens always love to listen to the report of his exod- 
whose interest no romance can equal. And when we con- lent artillery. The Mayor observed that it was not only an 
aider that they who have advanced its progress have been interesting fact that we were to be most intimately oonnopted 
the pioneers of human improvement, we can feel the truth ' with a great country, by the Cunard steamers, but peculiarly 
of the compliment of old, and say with emphatic truth, that so, because that country was our Mother Country. He then 
not the merchants of Tyro only, but the merchants of the proposed the following : 
world have been its princes. I England and America — Amidst all the fluctuations of 

It ii this same commercial enterprise which has worked | trade, the vicissitudes of time, and exploration of boundaries, 
so many wonders, that has led to the event which we now , may neither forget that they stand in the interesting rdatioo 
comuicmorate. Is it not fit tliat we should do it honor, as of Mother and Daughter. 

it brings a new Iwnefit ao close to our own doors ? And, in To this sentiment, Mr. G rattan made the following 
conclusion, may we not feel, that tho world can never be pllmentary and spirit-stirring reply : 



■ttgnant, nor human affairs stand still, so long as this ener 
getlc spirit is cherished and respected 1 

Tho Mayor concluded by oiTering the following senti- 
ment .•— 

Vommerviat entfrprite^t waked up the dark ages; it 
launched the human race upon the sea of improvement — 
it guided their bark, and spread their sail, until a sail is no 
longer necessary to join the continents togotlier. 

The Mayor tlicn alluded, in a very handsome manner, to 
the Hon. Samuel Cunard, the gentleman to whose exertions 
and influence we are mainly indebted for the new line of 
ate«m ahiiM between Liverjiool and Boston — and ofli^red the 
foUowiiig toaati which was received in the most flattermg 
miniitr ] 



On occasions of public rejoicing, when one common feel- 
ing pervades a large assembly, the speakers whose lot it is lo 
follow in the wake of the firet, have little to do but repeat 
the words, or at any rate to give a renewed utterance to tba 
sentiments which have gone before. For myself, coming as 
I do, fourth on the list torday, I might be well satisfied to re- 
echo, even at that remote distance, your truly eloquent ob- 
servations, or to repeat a few of the animated sentences from 
the addresses of the gentlemen — my countrymen — who ha^« 
preceded me. But in fact, air, no single voice, howerer 
powerful, no individual, however gifted, couki have a cfaanoCv 
whether in an extempore speech or a studied oration, to do 
justice to the feelings of this whole community, in reference 
to an event which has tranafonned this immortal cradle of 
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national liberty into a sacred temple of international friend- 
ship. It is not, sir, from the private interchange of con- 
gratulations between friends and families, nor even from the 
demonstrations of the scene before as, where hundreds are 
met in festive celebration of tliis event, that the feelings which 
agitate the public heart can be known. To know that truly, 
air, it was necessary to have been out on Wednesday last, 
on the populous wharves, to have seen the thousands of this 
great city pouring fourth, and to have heard the mighty voice 
of the multitude, sending shouts of acclamation across the 
Yvaters, and up to the very vaults of Heaven. 

When the-^rst signal was hoisted, announcing the ap- 
proach of the anxiously expected vessel, I, sir, was at my 
post, among the earliest of the citizens who thronged to 'the 
water's aide, A soft vapour, not a malignant fog, hung over 
the outer bay ; there was no wind abroad, no sunshine in the 
sky, as the smoky standard of the steam ship floated in the 
distance. Soon she appeared manifest, moving through the 
mist in dignified celerity, independent of elemental aid; 
white the beaming eyes and animated gestures of the crowd 
gave a brighter grace than sunshine itself to the scene, and 
Uie noble vessel looked like some living representative of the 
commerce, the enterprise, and the amity of a great nation, 
coming to pay a visit and receive the greetings of a nation, 
great, enterprising, and friendly, like herself. It, would be a 
waste of words, and a trespass on year time, to attempt a fur- 
ther description of the scene — the roar of the artillery, the 
ringing of the city bells, the strains of music from the ships 
of war, and above all the pealing shouts of the great mass 
of men outvoicing all the rest. I honestly confess, sir, that 
my brain seemed turned by the excitement around me, and 
I could distinguish no separate detail of facts or feelings, till 
I saw the vessel moored in her berth beside the wharf. I 
then, sir, stretched out my hand, to hail my fellow-country- 
men, with the welcome doubly duo to them from me. as part 
and parcel of the nation that sent me here, and, at the same 
time, identified in all the associations of the day with the 
citizens of the country where I feel myself so thoroughly at 
home. As I saw the cable fastening the vessel to the Boston 
wharf, it required a small effort of poetical imagining to con- 
sider it less as a material substance, jvhich might next be 
coiled round the pier at Liverpool, than as an emblem of the 
tie of interests and aflections, which stretches across the 
ocean from shore to shore, firm fixed in the sympathies of 
two kindred nations. It was, sir, on this memorable evening, 
that the true character of New England men was made evi- 
dent to those who came for the first lime from Old England, 
or from what may now indeed be called the neighboring colo- 
nies. I have lived long enough among ye, gentlemen, to be 
qualified to form a judgment on that character, and I do posi- 
tively take exce; tion to the forced analogy which has at times 
been sarcastically assumed to exitt, between the ice and the 
granite, which form the staple of Yankee products, and the 
moral characteristics of the Yankee people. As far as one 
may be considered the type of firmness, and the other of 
purity, I have no objections to make, and I am sure you, 
gentlemen, will have none to their being considered as em- 
blematic of yonr character and conduct. But the implied 
harshness and inveterate coldness I deny. I can see a much 
more appropriate emblem, Mr. President, in one of those 
wine fla<«ks which stand before you, and from which the oity 
hoepitality has this day so copiously contributed to our 
enjoyment. Individual New England men may, like that 
flask, feel cold to the touch, and, like the liquid within, seem 
still and unimpassioned. But let the wire of social restraint 
be once cut, and let the cork of formality fly out — and then 
die atream of generous feeling, so long bottled up, foams, 
gashes and sparkles forth — as it did on Wednesday last, as 
it does this moment— while the best sentiments of nature 
rush up from the heart, buoyant and impetuous, like the air 
which in apt illustration of the fact, bubbles up from the bot- 
tom to the surface of the wine in my glass. (The speaker 
was here interrupted by long continued burats of applause.) 
Bach are the people — ^and this inspiring scenciis the best 
proof of my accuracy — with whom my fellow-oountrymen 
here are come to make fellowship, and with whom Old Eng- 
land if from this day forth to become more and more united. 



Yes, sir, it is from this day that we may surely date a still 
firmer alliance between the countries. Even if the per\'ersity 
of human nature — no matter whether it bo English or 
American nature — sought a quarrel, the intricacies of our 
commercial relations render a serious or lasting dispute im- 
possible. Fate and inevitable necessity have woven a web 
of mutual interests cncompa^ing both countries, and from 
which neither can, if it would, escape ; wliile, from the rapid 
and frequent communication now established, the ocean, so 
long the only barrier between them, may shrink from the 
hopeless task of separating those portions of her great family , 
destined to coalesce and remain united, for purposes of re- 
ciprocal welfare and happiness. 

I must now, in my turn, Mr. President, beg leave to offer 
you a sentiment, and the name of this vessel, whose coming 
has gladdened all hearts, shall furnish me with a subject. It 
is known to every one that the Unicom and the Lion are the 
supportcra of the arms of England, the first an animal of at 
best but doubtful existence, tlie latter the acknowledged em- 
blem of war and conquest. Sir, it appean to me a most 
auspicious omen that England has sent us on the prow of 
her firat steam ship to this port, the figure of the poetical 
Unicom, and not of the pugnacious Lion. I will then, sir, 
propose to you— 

The Unicom — Long considered an apociyphal animal ; 
henceforth an acknowledged type of peace; — may the British 
Lion never plant his paw, shake his mane, or lash his tail, 
in anger on this friendly soil. 

Tl^e Mayor repeated that this festival was not intended as 
a formal occasion, but rather as a sort of social festival 
or family meeting, and the City Government had concluded 
to dispense with those inconvenient appendages of a set 
public dinner, rogular toasts. He therefore called for volun- 
teer sentiments, from any gentlemen present The following 
was o^red, and read. 

Commonwealth of Mattachutettt — As she b likely to 
become a half- way-bouse between Europe and the Rocky 
Mountains, we will take care that all the travellers, both ways, 
have a hospitable reception. 

The Mayor then read the following volunteer : 

Our Si9ter City of Salem — Commerce has done much 
for her, but nothing more important than in furnishing her 
with a head. 

Hon. Stephen C. Phillips, Mayor of Salem, responded to 
this toast, in a very spirited and sensible speech, and closed 
by proposing the following sentiment : 

The City of Boston — ^The opening of steam navigation 
between Great Britain and Boston, completes all that waa 
wanting to make her a great commercial mart ; may her 
future prosperity be commensurate with her past fame, and 
the enlightened public spirit which aow animates all clasaea 
of her citizens. 

The following toast was then read by the Mayor : 

The JuiUciary^Amidat all the changes and revolutions 
of time, we rejoice that justice^changeth not 

The Judiciary, as will be seen by the order of proceasion, 
was fully and ably represented — ^yet no one responded to 
this excellent and pointed sentiment— and after waiting for 
the moving of the spirit an unusual time, the Mayor pro- 
posed the following pleasant "hit at the bench : 

Home of HepreBentative* of Mattachutettt — ^Wo re- 
joice that that body, at least, has a Speaker / 

Mr. Speaker Wintbrop rose, amidst shouts of applause, 
and responded to this call, with great effect. Wo regret 
that our limits will not permit us, at this time, to follow him 
in the train of remark which he pursued. He said, among 
other good things, that the day had passed away when the 
diminution of distance — as it might be termed — between 
the United States and Great Britain, was regarded with ap* 
prehension and distrust. That such a feeling once existed, 
there could be no doubt. A distinguished American states- 
man once declared, that he wished an ocean of fire might 
bo placed between the two countries, to keep them separate 
forever. But, said he, we cannot tell how much even an 
ocean of fire would do towards cutting off our intercourse 
with each other. Who knows but some huge salamanderi 
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like the iteam leviathan (rom the olcl world, might come to 
us, through even a sea of flame, and unite the two countriee 
together ! Mr. Winthrop said il waa well known that James 
Watt, the inventor of the steam engine, was a native of 
Great Britain ; and that Rohert Fulton, the individual who 
first applied this engine to vessels, was a native of Little 
Britain, in Pa. ; and he ^ ould therefore propose as a senti- 
ment: 

James Watt of Great Sritain and Robert Fulton of 
Utile Britain — Maj their memory ever form a bond of 
union between the people of two nations whom their genius 
and enterprise have done so much to unite. 

The Mayor informed the company that His Excellency 
the Governor of the Commonwealth, who«e name was on 
the list of invited guests, was absent from the city, and the 
Committee of Arrangements had not been able to invite him 
to attend the Festival, as they intended. Ex-Govcmor Ever- 
ett, who had been invited, declined attending, for reasons 
which will appear in hia letter to the Mayor : 

BoSTOir, 5th June, 1840. 
Mio Honor the Mayor : 

Sir, — ^I have had the honor to receive the invitation of the 
City Council to unite with them in celebrating the opening 
of steam navigation between the kingdom of Great Britain 
and the city of Boston. I much regret that the state of my 
health makes it necessaiy for me to deny myself the plea- 
sure of being present on this most interesting occasion. I 
can imagine no event of greater importance to this commu- 
nity, or more seasonable. At a moment when a most judi- 
cious and patriotic employment of the credit of the State is 
about giving to Massachusetts a direct communication with 
our own mighty regions in the West, the establishment of 
■team navigation with England placed us in immediate con- 
neiion with the Eastern hemisphere. 

Allow me, sir, to employ the last opportunity I shall have, 
before leaving home, of directly addressing my fellow citi- 
zens, to tender the/n my ardent wishes for the prosperity of 
our beloved city, ^nd particularly that the auspicious event, 
(which forms the last link in the chain that is to unite the 
head waters of the Missouri with the remotest marts of the 
ancient world,) may prove a new source of kind feeling be- 
tween both Continents, and eventually to promote the wel- 
fare of Boston. 

Witli great respect, 

Your friend and fellow citizen, 

EDWARD EVERETT. 

I beg to strbjoin a toast, to be ofiered, if an opportunity 
occurs, at the table : 

ne Hon* Samuel Cttnori/— -The founder of direct Steam 
Navigation between Great Britain and the city of Boston^^ 
a wise negotiator— -while the Governments are arguing 
about the boundarieo, he makes a successful incursion, 
with a peaceful force into the heart of the country. 

Immediately after the sentiment forwarded by Gov. Ever- 
ett was proposed from the chair and responded to by the 
company, Mr. G rattan rose to oflfer a volunteer toast, and 
made the following just and eloquent^emarks t 

Last Wednesday, Sir, was a day of great rejoicing to 
many thousands of the citizens of Boston, but the evening 
of that day was one of serious disappointment to very many 
among them, who had calculated on listening to a fitrewell 
development of feelings and opiniona from him on whose 
eloquence we have all of us hung delighted, when these 
waUs have resounded to tlie music of his voice, and every 
one of their crevices and crannies grown musical with the 
aound. These plaudits, gentlemen, tell me that you antici- 
pate my toast, and they also assure me of your indulgence 
for my embarrassment in venturing, unprepared, to speak 
on such a topic. 

Sir, the Isist steam ship sent from Europe to America, has 
just come among us, freighted with the wishes and the a»- 
jnratioDa of thousands of the inhabitants of the Old World 
to their friends and connexions in the New. Let us not for- 
get. Sir, on this day of joy, that the next sailing vessel 
which turns her prow from the harbor of New York for 
that of Havre, wiU cany with her an object dear to the re- 



collection of every one present here this day, and of all who 
can appreciate him who is a high ornament to literature and 
learning, who can give new gracea to oratory, and is Iubh 
self an illustration of the truths of philoeophy and virtue. 
I know not, Sir, what quantity of mercbandiae, what nom- 
ber of passengers, or what amount of specie the Iowa nay 
carry on board ; but I know. Sir, that she ia about lo take 
away from us one of the finest and most sterling apedaeom 
of humanity that ever the New World sent aa a aampie of 
her indigenous productions to the Old. 

Gentlemen, I see the impatience with which each hasd 
seizes on its glass, and which sparkles in every eye. I wilt, 
then, without further addition to this feeble ptelaee, peo* 
pose to you, with all the honors which can be given to a 
toast, or to an individual in this way — 

'J he health ofBdward Everett , hio -w^e and ihil d r eu 
May they have a safe voyage across the Atlantic, afleaMoit 
sojourn in Europe, and a happy return to tlieir home. 

This sentiment was received with the moat marked dc» 
monstrations of respect for our late worthy Chief Mapi- 
trate. The whole assembly rose simultaneonaly, and wav- 
ing their handkerchiefs aloft, made the wralls of the OU Cra- 
dle of Liberty tremble with prolonged and heartfelt plaudits. 

Letters were received from Hon. Thomas H. PeclciDs, sad 
Peleg Sprague, Esq. expressing the strongest interest in the 
object of the festivid, and regretting their inability to be pre- 
sent. 

Profetfor Longfellov, being called upon made a lew i^^ 
marks, which were not distinctly heard, and propoaed*- 

Steam'Shipo — ^The pillar of fire by night, and the ptOsr 
of cloud by day, that guide the wanderer over the sea. 

The Jiuttrian Comii/,. being called up by Ae Mayor, 
addrenwd the company briefly, and with arouaing naivete^ 
upon the relations between Austria and the United Sfafea. 
He said our citizens and the citizens of his own country 
had very little to do with each other — ^but he hoped Hsniy 
would become more and more acquaint. He said his cooi^ 
try men did not understand the condition of the United 
States — ^neither did we fully understand the condition of 
Austria. He gave — 

J^ational Intercoune between Atutria and JSmerici^^ 
May it grow up more and more. 

Mr. Rockwell of Conn., stated that the fiivt steam ship 
that ever crossed the Atlantic, left the city of Savannah, 
Georgia, and was manned and commanded by New En^ 
land men. 

Dr. Wm. B. Stevens of Savannah, Georgia, made a km 
remarks on this hint, and proposed the following beantifal 
sentiment. 

June 3d, 1840. The Bridal Day of Old England and 
JVew England: what steam hath joined together, let no po- 
litical feuds put asunder. 

Gen. H. A. S. Dearborn addressed the company in aa 
interesting manner, and presented some important facta re* 
lative to &e Western country— a subject upon which he is 
full of valuable information. He also proposed a sentiment, 
which we have not been able to obtain. 

By N. Rice, Esq: Halifax^ A member of the new ooa* 
federacy of cities formed by the magnificent enterprise wfaidi 
we have assembled to commemorate; may prosperity ever 
attend her. 

This toast met with a response from a son of Gov, 
Campbell of Nova Scotia, which waa not distinctly heard. 

Philip Maret, Esq., President of the Common Coimcil, 
gave— 

The Triple Union this day co^itummated-^lAKj it be 
co-extensive with British, Colonial, and American enter* 
priM. 

The following volunteer— which, by the way, conlaina 
more of meaning than meets tlie eye— was received with a 
tremenduous broadside of applause: 

Captain Sturrit't varm -meleome to the Unieem — 
A generous sailors grip — hearty, though it hurte a Uttie! 

Capt. Storgisrose — the applause was too great for a speech 
—and he gave the follovring retort. 

Mr. Ctmartfo Steam SMpt—Mny they cut their way, 
through friends and foes. 
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G. S. HilUrd, Esq. being called vmhj the Mayor, made 
■ome Terj neat remarks upon the dirBcuIty between Great 
Britain and the Two Sicilies in relation to the trade in sul- 
phur; and expressed the hope that, whatever cause of es- 
trangement might exist, it would never lead to a serious tul- 
phureout di£5cuUy. 

The Consul of the Two Sicilies replied very brie6y to 
these remarks, and gave a sentiment which we could not 
hear. 

Gen. Sumner of East Boston, being called upon by the 
Mayor, addressed the company, and proposed a toast. 

The following admirable sentiment was sent to the Mayor 
by Alderman Avnaaws: 

The most touching picture in Modern Histoiy : England 
rettoring to the Grenadiert of France, ths remains of Na* 
foleon : May his tomb proTe indeed the grave of every un- 
kind recollection. 

G. S. Hillard, Esq. in behalf of Mr. Gouraud of France, 
who is unable to speak our language with that distinctness 
which is desirable on such an occasion, responded to this 
sentiment in a very eloquent and felicitous manner. 

Mr» Degrand made some sensible remarks, and proposed 
-^Ambition, chastened by the application of Steam to the 
intercourte between nationtf and between men of the iame 
fia/ton— May its genial influence be ever on the onward 
march, until all mankind are taught '^That the true source 
of gloiy is to strive which shall do the other the most good.'' 

Mr. Dumont, a member of the Senate of the State of 
Maine, addressed the company very agreeably, and at some 
length, and expressed the feelings of the people of Maine, in 
the following toasts 

The Boundary Quettion — May it be settled as satisfac* 
torily as the auspicious event which we have this day met 
to celebrate. 

Mr. Nathaniel Greene, Postmaster of Boston, said he had 
seldom attended public dinners, as his friends well knew, — 
and more seldom opened his Ups on such occasions. But 
ha felt an unusual degree of interest in the arrival of this 
Steam Ship, partly perhaps, because it brought grist to his 
own mill, and partly because he felt a great regard for all 
who aided to accelerate the transportation of mails. He 
would give — 

Queen Victoria— Tht first voman that ever succeffrfiiUy 
applied oteam power to maile, 

Mr* Cunard, with ready gallantry, replied — 

Mr. Mayor and gentlemen: I give you the Health of the 
Xtodieo of Mooton / may God bleto them and you, 

George Darracott, Esq. President of the Charitable Me- 
chanic Association, being called upon, said he would rather 
make a steam engine than a speech, at any time — ^it was not 
in his line of business; but he did make a speech, and a 
good one. He gave as a toast— 

The Mechaniod Engineers of Great Britain — Unsurpass- 
ed by any in the world. 

By Amassa Walker: City of Boston — With steam navi- 
gation to the Father-Land ; Railroad communication with 
the Father of waters; and the smiles of the Father of Mer- 
cies; she needs no guarantee of her future growth, prosperity, 
and happiness. 

By Captain Abbott of the Navy: England and America 
—The parent and offspring, the inventors and perfectors of 
a new mode of navigation, which has taoght mankind how 
to command the wind and the waves — ^Msy their generous 
rivalry and enlightened co-operation, confer future benefit 
on the world. 

Volunteer: The Unicom — May not the enterprise of 
which she is the pioneer, come out of the little enu of the 
horn. 

By 8. B. Parker, Esq. County Attorney : Perpetual su& 
cess to the enterprise and efibrts of Mr. Cunard and his 
associateB. — Combining the powers of Vulcan and Neptune, 
may they make them now, as of old, arrest the God of War^ 
and chain him down in an unbroken net-work of iron. 

Volunteer: England and Ameiica'^V/ite men will soon 
be satisfied that Jtfr. CunartVe Line is of more consequence 
than the Boundary Line. 

His honor the Mayor, in closing the ceremonies of the 



day, said he begged leave to remark, in behalf of the City, 
and he thought ho might add of the citizens of Boston, that 
never had they united with more enthusiasm and cordiality 
to celebrate an event of this character, than on the present 
occasion. And he would propose, as a concluding sentiment : 

The Jubilee of good feeling to the citizens of Botton-^ 
ItB memory will never depart from their hearts. 

This toast was received, *' all standing," with three hearty 
cheers, and the guests retired while old Faneuil was still 
ringing with applause. This was truly, as the Mayor re- 
marked, a social festival, a family meeting ; and the charac* 
tcr of the festival added much to the interest of the ceremo- 
nies. Nothing could have been in better taste than the 
whole arrangements— or more happily executed. — Mlas, 

Small Refuse Coal, — Recent trials have fully developed 
the fact, that all our steam power can be driven by the re- 
fuse coal, which since the commencement of mining in our 
region, has been accumulating on the lands and wharves of 
our citizens to the detriment of their business, and involv- 
ing a great expense in removing. The /an toheel is to be 
the all-important means of consuming this refuse, which is 
to be on an iron plate closely perforata with holes, to admit 
the entire current of air, and the plates so arranged, that if 
one bums out it may be replaced with another. This will 
be the means of consuming what has heretofore been cum- 
bersome to our business, and bring the cost of fuel for steam 
purposes down to the mere expense of handling it. 

•Vincrs* Jour» 

A Fish, — A Bass was caught in our river yesterday morn ' 
ing, at the point of the island, above the ci^, which weigh, 
ed fifty-one pounds ! — Jilb, J)a, Adv, 

Jn Old One, — A St Johns paper, of the 2rth inst m«i- 
tions, as a remarkable fact, that the ship Volunteer of Hull, 
Eng.— sne hundred and ten years old—y/fw then at that 
port. She is the same ship in which the brave General 
Wolfe — ^the immortal hero of the Plains of Abraham-came 
to this continent 

Population of Worcester, Matst — ^The numbor of in- 
habitants is now 7060: in 1837, the population was 7117 < 
showing a decrease in three yean of 67. In 1830, the pop- 
ulation was 4172: the increase in the next seven yean was 
29 i6. The loss has been occasioned principally by ths 
prostration of manufactures, and the suspension, or diminu* 
tion of those operations of industry, which have formerly 
been prosecuted here with great vigor and success. There 
are 120 families in the town, consisting of two persons only, 
and 16 penons who occupy separate tenements alone. 

National ^gis. 

Marble, — ^The Frederick Md. Herald states thataspeci* 
men of marble from a quarry near Liberty, in that county, 
has been shown, which is pronounced by experienced sculp- 
tors to be the best and clearest marble in the world, and 
whiter than Parian. There is plenty of it, and it is easily 
quarried. 

Lake Erie Commerce, — As a sample, during the N. E. 
gale Monday, there entered the bay of Erie, Pa., for shelter, 
a fleet of no less than twenty-six sail of lake craft, to wit : 
three steamboats, three brigs and twenty schofmera. 

Dairy MaitTs- (a cow belonging to Jos. Gowan, Esq»,J 
yield of milk in one week, from 1st of June until the 7 th 
inclusive : 

June 1st, Morning, 12 quarts. Noon, 8^ Evening, 9 j|-*30 
2d, " 12i «* ••9 •• lOi— 32 

3d, " 13i •* « 9J " lOJ— 83 

4th, " 14J « • « 9j " lOj— 361 

6th, " 144 " " 10 " 101--36 

6th, " Ui « " 10 " lOi— 34f 

7th, •• 14i « " 9} « lOJ— 3iJ 



Total, 2d5i 

Being on an average more than 33} quarts per day. 

Pentu Inquirer, 



380 REASONS FOR NOT PARDONING BENJAMIN RATHBUN. [Jwc^ 



€k»T. Sevrard's Reasons i6r not Par- 
donlngr BenJ. Ratltbim. 

ExicmTi CifAXBin,"> 



on the great system of forgeiy, which it deerribe&, Thiee 
notes of five thousand dollars each, with the forged cndone- 
ment of eleven citizens of Boflklo, were enclosed in a Ictaar 
written by himself, to the prosecutor. This letter contain- 
ed a request that the notes might be laid away in a 



.l/5any,J/ay 27, 1840. 

The application for the pardon of Benjamin Ratbbun is ' desk, and assigned a fiilse reason for adung that extiaoidt- 
supported by the petition of several thousand citizens of this nary favor. Admi&«ions of the prisoner were proved 



state, who certify their personal acquaintance with the tircly inconsistent with the ignorance he pretended. Heail- 
prisoner, and express a warm and generous sympathy in his mitted to a witness, that when he came to a knowledge of 



fovor. It would be quite unnecessary on such an occasion the forgeries, his business was so extended that it 
to acknowledge a respectful deference to the wishes of the sary to continue them, that he could not control them, thai 
petitioneri, since an unjust and unreasonable denial would he had been io the expectation of withdrawing the foiged 
expose the Executive to the loss of a large portion of public paper from the market, but that the thing grew wonaia* 
confidence. , stead of better, and it was too late to stop it» He spoke abo 

It is not contended that the conviction of the prisoner was of the distress of mind he had auflered while the practice 
unjust or erroneous. He exercised freely the right of chal- was going on, from constant apprehension that the fov^^nei 
lenge to his jurors. He was defended with zeal, ability and would be discovered. His nephew, Rathbnn AUcn, ac- 
leaming. Sympathies, such as no other of&nder has ever knowledged to have been a confidential assistant of hsscaah- 
awakened in this country, held public opinion in suspense, ' ier,and to have lieen one of the persona by whom the foiled 
until the result of his trial was known, and the same sym- • endorsements for the prisoner's benefit were made, tratified 
pathies agitated the community with hopes of his deliverance that he forged the signature of the prosecutor, aa thadiawer 
while* the proceedings on that trial were under review in the , of several notes, in the prisoner's presence and by his Amy 
Supreme Court. The question now is, whether he is a ' tion, and gave the paper thus signed to the priaoner him* 
proper subject for Executive clemency. Its decision ncces- self. 

sarily requires a consideration of the circumstances under ^ It is true that this is the testimony of an aeeomplioa if 
which his offence was committed. I am especially desirous to be received with caution, but it bears the evidenee of can* 
to discharge that duty without misapprehension of facts, dor and truth, and is corroborated by circumstances, by the- 
as I certainly shall without prejudice against the prisoner, prisoner's admissions, and by his memoranda and lettera.^ 

He was for many years engaged in mercantile transac- Papers were found in the prisoner's handwriting containing 
tioos, banking, building, common carrying, and in the pur- ^ copies of spurious notes with remarks showing that be bad 
chase, improvement and sale of real estate. He had in bis put the originals in circulation. His letters ahow a &• 
employ in 1836, two thousand laborers, besiides ninety-seven miliar acquaintance with his financial concerns, and great 
agents, assistants, casliiers, superintendents, foremen, mea- ' energy in their management In these letters be repeated- 
aorers, clerks and overseers. His daily disbursements ex- | ly gave his agents instructions as to the form of spurious 
ceeded ten thousand dollars. He had the control of seve- paper required for use, and advised how to aToid detection, 
ral banks, and kept a financial agency in Buffalo and another and urged them to greater exertion in carrying the periiooi 
in the city of New York. | business to a successful termination. The allusiona in his 

In carrying on this extensive business, the practice of , correspondence to the forgeries, are, as might be expected, 
forgery was adopted at first in a very small way, to save , obscure, yet admit of no other application. They Aow diat 
the protest of some important paper. Afterwards, his cash- ; he was for a long period, if not from the commencement, 
ier, Lyman Rathbun, emboldened by success, resorted to , the master-spirit in the conduct of the forgeries, aa well aa 
similar proceedings as often as he became straightened for the only party benefited by ihem. They leave no doubt 
funds, sometimes making false checks and sometimes false that if he did not initiate his younger brother and nephews, 
endorsements. Sometimes quite an amount of spurious pa- he led them deeper into crime, and continued to avail him- 
per accumulated in the brokers' offices, and at other periods | self of all their plans, skill, management, adroitneas and de- 
all was taken up. The necessity for forged paper increas- ception, until the sudden exposure rendered these unavail- 
ed so much that Lyman Rathbun Howlet, and Rathbun ing. I confess the prisoner's guilt soema to me much 
Allen, the prisoner's nephews and clerks, were initiated, and aggravated by the ruin in which he has involved those pef- 
all were busily employed in making, selling and negotiating sons, who, from their youth, their relationship to himself, 
forged paper. The extent of these forgeries is not known, and their dependence upon him, it is so natnral to aoppoas 



but it is notorious that the names of thirty-five persons and 



were merely the instruments employed by him in carrying 



firms were habitually used as drawers and endorsers, and out his desperate plans to maintain an impracticablo credit, 
that it was impossible for the prisoner himself to distinguish j and retrieve ruined fortunes. 

between his genuine and spurious paper, without referring to | There arc six indictments against the prisoner remaining 
private marks in his books. It is now well understood that untried. Whatever charity others may indulge, aa an Ex- 
the amount of forged paper remaining unpaid when the I ecutive officer I am bound to assume that these prosecutions 
prisoner was arrested, exceeded one and a half millions of . rest upon sufficient grounds. The ConsUtution gives the 
doYlars. Including what was issued for the various pur- Executive no power to pardon, or to suspend criminal pro- 
posea of renewal, postponement and payment, the whole ceedings, before conviction. If a pardon were granted in 
amount forged must have been twice that sum. It is believ- j the present case, it would nevertheless be the duty of the 
ed that these forgeries surpassed in boldness and persever- public prosecutors to cause the prisoner to be brought to 
ance all similar offences in this and every other country. It , trial upon other indictments, and they have the right to in- 
waa alleged in behalf of the prisoner, that he had necessarily i voke my aid if deemed necessary. It would coitatnly be 
devolved the exclusive management of his financial concerns an oxtraordinory spectacle if the civil authorities should be 



upon his cashier, Lyman Rathbun, and that he was entirely 
ignorant of these forgeries, until about the time of his failure. 
Extraordinary as it would have been, if these transactions 
had been carried on so long for the prisoner's advantage and 
by his confidential agents, yet without his knowledge or par 



found acting in opposition to each other in the administra- 
tion of justice, or if a prisoner should one day be pardoned 
from a conviction for forgery, and the next be brought to 
trial for other and similir offences upon indictments pend- 
ing at the time such pardon issued. 



ticipation, it is certain that these allegations were received Extraordinary as are the circumstances of Benjamin 
with favor by the community, and that he enjoyed, so far Rathbun's conviction, the sympathy of the petitioners in 
as public opinion was concerned, the benefit of the humane i his behalf is by no means without cause. He has been for 
principle, that the accused shall be presumed innocent until more than twenty years a citizen of Buffalo. White liv- 



his guilt is established. 

I have examined the record of the trial, and have dis- 



ing there, he rose by industry and energy from a humble 
condition to wealth, respectability and extensive usefulness. 



covered with much regret that it leaves no possibility of i The wharves, streets and institutions of that Aourishing 
doubt of the prisoner's agency and participation in carrying and beautiful city, furnish many evidences of his enterprise 
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and public ipirit. He waf , until the forgeries were disco- 
vered, generous in all his transactions, courteous and kind 
in all his relations, munificent to the public, and charitable 
to the poor. Aged and respected parents, and a wife even 
more eminent for her virtues than her misfortunes, are in- 
volved in the consequences of his conviction. 

The occasion does not require me to controvert the opin- 
ion expressed by the petitioners that tbe punishment the 
prisoner has already suHK^rod by being arrested in mid-career, 
suddenly stripped of his dazzling honors, torn from his fam- 
ily, cast out of society, degraded to tho companionship of 
vileness and crime, and finally stamped indelibly as a felon, 
is enough, without prolongation of his imprisonment, to re- 
claim him from his dangerous ways and effect his reforma- 
tion. Tbe criminal code has one purpose more iroporlant 
than the reformation of the offender. — That purpose is the 
prevention of crime by the example of punishment. The 
prisoner's oi&nces exceed in magnitude and in injurious 
consequences those of probably all the convicts for similar 
crimes in the state prison. His education, intelligence, ex- 
perience, condition in life, associations and relations, ex- 
empted him from the necessities and temptations which 
palliate, if they cannot excuse, the transgressions of more 
ignorant and humbler offenders. 

Assuming, as it is sufigested by the petitioners, that he 
acted under great excitement and without sordid motives, it 
is by no means certain that it would bo safe to extend a par- 
don on that account. In tho first place, such a refinement 
would hardly be comprehended by those who are to be af- 
fected by the example of punishment In the second place, 
if the crime of forgery more rarely proceeds from ambitious 
than from sordid motives, the present case shows at least, 
that it is more bold and dangerous when it does thus occur. 
In instituting the comparison there is also much danger of 
judging uncharitably those to whom sordid motives are im- 
puted. The first crime is almost always committed under 
the pressure, of some real or supposed necessity, and under 
the mfiuenoe of a delusive hope of future ability to make 
restitution. If there is one department in the administra- 
tion of government where impartiality ought to be main- 
tained more rigidly than in any other, it is in the exercise 
of tbe pardoning power. The plea which prevails in favor 
of one whom the world has esteemed and respected, and in 
whose behalf thousands address the Executive, ought to be 
equally efllicacious when ofiered by the most obscure prison- 
er in his solitaiy cell. It would be altogether inconsistent 
with the public welfare to grant pardons to all those for 
whom an excuse could be offered at least as plausible as that 
■o prominently presented in this case. And yet if such 
considerations are suffered to prevail in behalf of Benjamin 
Rathbun, it would be cruel injustice to deny them force in 
any other instance. The very circumstances which have 
iildnced so much exertion in his behalf, have excited public 
attention to his case, which is well understood throughout 
the whole community, and has unfortunately become a part 
of the history of the State. For this reason I deem it cer- 
tain that there is no offender whose pardon would so much 
impair the public confidence in the firmness, impartiality, 
and energy of the administration of justice. His convic- 
tion was necessary to maintain the sway of the laws, and 
rights of citizens, and to vindicate the dignity and honor of 
the State. I reluctantly add that it seems to be a case in 
which the effect of that conviction must not be impaired by 
tho exercise of Executive clemency. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 



Yankee Ingenuity U Indu»try, — We were much pleased 
this week with a beautiful Mat for parlors, brought and 
sold in Allegheny and Pittsburgh, by a very industrious 
and ingenious man by the name of James Seaton, who lives 
in Stark County, Ohio, and who manages to support a family 
eonsisting of a wife and 7 children, by manu&cturing these 
articles by their labor and his own. These mate are made 
firom a hickory tree, cut down and drawn into fine threads 
like the manilla hemp, wove into mate and then painted 
tastafelly { and ho retails them from 76 cts. to $1 each. 

Narrie* Intel* 



Poll OlllGe Department. 

Post Offics Dspabtmsht,? 
May 9, 1840. y 

Sir :— I submit the following in answer to the inquiries 
made by you as Chairman of the Committee on the Post 
OfBce and Post Roads. 

The number of post oflSces on the 1st of May, 1640, is 
13,376. 

The cost of mail transportation for the year ending 30th 
June, 1835, as finally adjusted on the books of the Auditor, 
was $1,857,773 69, and for the year ending 30th June, 
1839, $3,194,501 25. 
The increase of revenue for year ending June 

30.1836, was $385,180 76 

" 1837, " 721,868 CO 

« 1838, " 134,472 54 

" 1839, " 242,536 07 

The debt of the department, in 18S5, was not less than 
$6O0,0'J0. 

The number of new routes established in 1836, was 745, 
in 1 838, 648. 

The miles of road covered by service on the 1st July, 
1835. were about 112,774, and on the first July, 1839, 
133.999. 

The annual transportation, in 1835, amounted to about 
25.869,486 miles, and in 1839, to about 34,496,878 miles. 

The amount of surplus in hand in the year 1837, when 
the suspension of specie payments occuricd, was about 
$800,000. 

479 of the new routes of July, 1838, covering 14,065 
miles of road, and amounting to 1,462,759 miles of annual 
transportation, have been let to contract. 

169 remain to be put in operation. They will, if let as 
advertised, add 8,0OG miles to the length of routes, and about 
742,30U miles to the annual tran.«portation. 

How many miles of the new are covered by old routes al- 
ready in operation, cannot be stated with satisfactory preci- 
sion, without taking longer time than you contemplate for 
the preparation of this answer. Pains are taken to withhold 
such parts of the new routes from advertisement and letting; 
but the fact that both routes run over the same roads, does 
not generally appear until aHer the now service goes into 
operation, when a discontinuance of the one or the other, 
according to circumstances, is ordered. 

On 44 of the above new routes, not let to contract, no 
bids have been received ; and on 105, the lowest bids received 
are too high for acceptance. 

There are numerous applications for improvements on old 
routes from all sections of the United States. A majority of 
them is for the substitution of stage and coach lines for horse- 
mails. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AMOS KENDALL. 

Hon. J. J. McKat, 

Chairman Com, Poet Office and Pott Roads, 

I/oute of Bepretentativee. 
f — " 

The .AV» Bridge, — ^The beautiful new bridge running 
across the river from Hand street in this city to Cedar street* 
Alleghcnytown, is just finished, and yesterday morning wo 
enjoyed a roost refreshing walk on the top of it It is 1027 
feet 3 inches long, and 42 feet wide, with two side-walks for 
foot passengers, each six feet wide, and inside passages for 
wagons and carriages each IS feet wide, besides a delightful 
walk 12 feet wide on the top, very safely protected by hand 
railings and lattice work on each side : it has two very per- 
manent abutments and four piers. The toll-house is in Alle- 
gheny. This delightful and very permanent bridge was built 
by Sylvan us Lothrop, Esq., for $70,000. This, including 
the aqueduct, is the fourth bridge across tho Allegheny within 
one mile. — Ilarrie'e Intel. 



SguiiTel Hunt, — On Monday last, a squincl hunt catno 
off in the south-west part of Delhi, Del. County, N. Y. 
with great success. The count was nearly 4000 and it is oo- 
timated that at least 3000 squirreia and biids were destroyed. 
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to entering upon the duties enjoined apon them by thie act, 
•ball enter into bonds with sufficient security, conditioned 
fiir tbe £uthful performance of their trusts to the Common- 
wealth, under the provisions of tbe act in the manner pro- 
vided by existing laws, in relation to bonds to be given 
by county treasurers for the use of the Commonwealth, and 
the regulations prescribed by said law, are hereby extended 
to all bonds to be taken under this act, and in case the bonds 
required as above are not transmitted within two months 
after the passage of this act and hereafter within one month 
alter the appointment or election of any such county trea- 
surer, it shall be the duty of the auditor general to give 
notice to the county commissioners or other authority, ap- 
pointing or electing said treiAurer, who shall fortliwith pro- 
ceed to remove said officer so neglecting or refusing to give 
bond from his said office, and appoint or elect Rome other 
person in the place of him so removed. 

Section 10. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth, to make out and transmit to the com- 
missioners of each county a certified copy of this act, for 
which the usual fees shall be allowed to be settled and paid 
in the usual manner. 



Steamer Umcom,'^The following is the log of the Uni- 
com in her late voyage from Liverpool. — Patriot, 
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Tlie SmqnehaiiBa Rallr#ad« 

We give below the amount of buaineas done on this road 
for the three months ending with the month of May last, 
politely furnished us by the gentleman having charge of the 
same, whose name is appended to the report This road, it 
will be recollected, has but recently gone fully into opcntioii, 
and the proceeds for the time being we place npon leoord, 
with a view to future comparison, as much as for thetnteresc 
it is calculated at present to impart to our readers^ and ibe 
parties interested. — Jlalt, Com, Jour, 
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/Your — Shipments from Hochester, ^, Jl— Number of 
Barrels of Flour shipped at Rochester, or first cleared at 
this office, for four years, from the opening of navigatiaB 
in each year, to the first day of June : 



I83r. — For the month of April, 

" « May, 

1838 — ^For the month of April, 

« " May, 

1839.— For the month of Apnl, 

« « May. 

1840. — ^For the month of ApnJ, 

« « May. 

Excess of number of bbls. in 1840, over 1838, tbe 
est of the three preceding years, 30,899 



12,435 
27,85fU^0;n5 

16,331 
43,555—68,876 

9.406 
80,869--90,274 
34,970 
54,7 39^-89,709 



I 



Tbbooobs Cbapiji, CoUeclor. 

WxfOB Lock, 
Rochester, June 3, 1840. 

The following is a statement of the quantity of Floiir 
and Wheat which has passed this Weigh Lock, Iron tbe 
opening of navigation to the first day of June, 1840 : 

Shipped at Rochester in the month of 

April, 34,970 

Arrived at Rochester from the west in 

the month of April, 14,811 49,781 

Shipped at Rochester in the month of 

May, 54,739 

Arrived at Rochester fjrom the west 

in the month of May, 140,575 — 195,314 

Total No. bblsL of Flour passed the Weigh Lock, 346,095 

No. of bus. of Wheat passed, during the saaK time» 40^390 

L. £. HARRIS^ W*c^ MhIk. 

Jl^ek^JOem. 
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Hew Hami^lifre I«egttlatnre. 

Thubidat, Jane 4. 

Boon after the hour of meeting, the two Houies sssem- 
bled in ConTention for the parpoeo of proceeding in the 
elections. 

Mr. Johnson, from the committee to whom was referred 
the returns of the votes for Governor made a report : 
Whole number of votes 4 >,799 

Necessary for a choice 25,400 

Estimated as scattering 662 

Enos Stevens had 20,7 1 6 



Permit me to congratulate you upon the indications of re- 
taming prosperity, as well as upon the present prospect of 
a fraitAil season ; in relation to both, may our hopes he fully 
realized. 

Small ^otes. 

By a law of this State passed Jan. 18, 1837, bank bills of 
the smaller denominations, were prohibited from circulation, 
after certain times therein specified ; but before this law went 
into operation, the banks suspended specie payments, in 
consequence of which it became impracticable to carry its 
provisions into immediate effect. The Legislature by an 



John Page had 29,521 and ^ act published July 4, 1838, suspended the operation of this 

was declared elected. i hw until July 1, 1840. I have never doubted the wisdom 

A Committee was appointed to inform the Governor of , of suppressing the circulation of small bills, provided such 
hie re-election. suppressing can be made general, and extend to all the States. 

At 4 o'clock P. M. the Governor came in and took the It is, in my belief, the only way in which we can permanent- 



oath of office, and withdrew ; and soon after communicated 
his message to both Houses. 

MESSAGE. 
FeUoro eitizent of the Senate, 

and Houte of Hepretentativet. 
Although various causes have operated during the past 
year to involve a portion of our citizens in pecuniary em- 



ly increa.<ie our specie circulation. It is very natural that 
persons owning bank stock, should be opposed to such a 
measure, as a matter of interest, because the profits aocming 
from such stock, depend mainly upon the amount of bilk 
which the banks are able to keep in circulation, and if the 
whole circulating medium of the country be limited by the 
demand for it or otherwise to a given amount, the portion of 



batraasments, to a greater or less extent, yet our prospects it which consists of paper, must diminish in the exact ratio, 
are already brightening, and we may now calculate with in which the specie portion increases. It is^unquestionably 
con^ence upon the speedy return of abundant prosperity, ! desirable, that our circulating medium should be made to 

include a much larger proportion of specie than now belongs 



Caueet of Embarrattment, 



to it. It is dedrabie, not only as respects the interest which 



Among the eanses which have contributed to produce em* , the people universally have in securing a sound and stable 
harrassment has been the excessive importation of foreign ' currency, but also as it respects the safety of the banks, and 
merchandise purchased upon credit For the payment of their abilities at all times to redeem their circulation with 
debts BO contracted, the exportation of specie became neces* specie. If we expell small bills from circulation, we there- 
■ary. A drain of specie necessarily compelled the b^ks by create a demand for specie to supply their place, and 
to curtail their loans, and such curtailment is always pro- ' specie like all other commodities will always he attracted 
ductive of more or less embarrassment. The securities j most strongly to the point, at which there is the greatest 
given by the states, for debts contracted by them in the pro- demand for it — This accords with universal experience.** 
•ecution of their works of internal improvement, obtaining | Yet surrounded as we are by States, authorizing the emis- 
for a time unlimited credit with foreign capitalists, passed to . sion and circulation of small bills, and connected as we are 
the amount of between one and two hundred million of doi- with such States in trade it would probably be difficult at 
lars into foreign hands, and foreign merchandise was either  present, to carry the. provisions of the act m question into 
directly or indirectly received in exchange for most of them, effect I would therefore suggest the expediency of a fur- 

The ready reception of these securities abroad afforded a ' ther postponement of the law for a limited period believing 
fiieility of payment for foreign goods, which stimulated that Uie prohibitions embraced in it, will, at no distant day be, 
strongly to Uie excessive importation of them. Nor did the more favorably regarded by the people of the neighboring 
impulse thus given, cease to operate when the fiurilities thus States. 

amtded were exhausted, but drove us on to a ruinous ex* ! Our Banks, at present, sustain themselves in their opera* 
tent beyond even the means apparently so inexhaustible, tions, principally by collecting bills of other banks and de* 
The influx of Ibrsign goods in this way produced, could not positing them in Boston for the redemption of their own 
fail of affecting unfiivorably the business of our manufac- notes. They do not expect to redeem their bills at their 
turers. Our imports ought never materially to exceed the own counter to any considerable extent, and they therefore 
value of our exports in foreign markets, for nations as well make but slight proviiion for that purpose. This mode of 
as individuals, when they buy much and sell little are sure , transacting business has nearly drained the specie from tha 
of involving themselves in embarrassment vaults of the banks, and although it has the advantage of 

^^ . keeping the bills of solvent country banks at par in Boston, 

' '' ! snd lays some restriction on the amount put m circulation ; 

The course of business pursued by several of the banks yet redemption in specie at their own counters, would render 
in this country, has had its effect in producing our late em- , necessary the possession of specie funds adequate to that 
barrassments. Those banks abandoning their appropriate purpose, and wouI4 create a demand for specie, which would 
sphere of business, plunged into various speculations, and no doubt add materially to the specie basis of our circula- 
became dealers in cotton and other commodities, on a scale ' tion. 

so extensive, that instead of being able to loan money, it be* | I would suggest the expediency of making it the duty of 
came necessary for them not only to curtail their loans al* i the Bank Commissioners, within certain limited periods, to 
ready made, but to become themselves applicants for exten* , examine into the afl^irs of the banks, without being called 
sive loans. The bank of the U. States, even resorted to the upon by the Governor for that purpose. A provision by law 
expedient of issuing and selling its own poet notes (notes for that object, may secure the public against losses, by the 
redeemable at a future day) for the purpose of raising funds detection of unsoundness in the banks at an early period and 
to sustain itself in its speculations ; and such were the em- < before such unsoundness becomes of so serious a character, 
barrassments into which that bank plunged itself, by its ex- ; as to render the banks deeply insolvent 
tnordinary course of dealing, that all the means it possess* ] ^, ^ ^3 

ed and had the power to raise, could not save it from the , 

necessity of suspending specie payments. Suspension by i Happily for us we have accumulated no State debt, snd 
that powerful institution, drew after it into the same vortex < unlike many of our sister States, we are not subject to bur* 
neariy half the banks in the country. Affi^ted by the opera* ; thensome taxation to pay the interest on loans. However 
tion of these powerful causes, it is not much to be wondered desirable may be the public improvements, made in many of 
at, that we have been subject to embarrassments « the won* the States, it will be found much the wisest policy to leave 
der it rather that we have passsd the ordeal so little harmed. ' such improvements to be effected by the enterprise of indi* 
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^aak or uMMbttonfl of indiTidnali; ■och andertakingf, 
an always priMecuted with greater economy as well as eflect, 
by individaals than by States, beside there is obvious injus- 
tice in subjecting the people of the whole 8tate to equal ex- 
pense for objects, the benefits of which, they most share at 
best unequally. Our ordinary expenditure for the support 
of the State GoTemment is about $45,000, annually, an 
amount so moderate as to afford no reasonable ground of 
complaint. 

Valuation of Eotates. 

m 

The Constitution of this State requires that " in order 
that assessments may be made with equality, there shall be 
a Taluation of the estatea within this State taken anew once 
in every five years at least, and as much oAener as the 
General Court shall order." Under this provision of the 
Constitution, it has been customary on the return of every 
fourth year to hold so adjourned Session in November, not 
for the purposes alone of making a new proportion Act, but 
to supply any vacancy, that might occur in the Board of 
Electors of President and Vice President of the United 
States. By reference to an Act in addition to an Act, direct- 
ing the mode of choosing and appointing the Electors afore- 
said* passed January 7, 1837, provisions will be found to 
have been there made, for supplying any vacancy that may 
exist in the Board of Electors, at the time of their meeting, 
which will preclude the necessity of an adjourned session 
thif year ; this provision may save conaiderable expense to 
the State, for I think all will agree that our June sessions of 
ordinary length, afford ample time for all the legislation that 
the public good may require. Perhaps excess of legislation 
is one of the growing evils to which we are subjecL Ijsws 
of a public nature, to which constructions have been given 
by Judicial decisions, should not be alteied without weighty 
reasons. Nothing tends so much to increase litigation, and 
render the law uncertain, as frequent alterationi of the 
atatutea. I shoukl therefore recommend but few altera- 
tions in our public laws. Our criminal code is humane, and 
at the same time sufficiently severe. It b more by the 
certainty, than the severity of punishment, that crimes ate 
prevented ; and such ate the vigilance and abiltiy with which 
our oimioal laws are now enforced, that few offenders es- 
cape deaerved punishment. 

Speeiai LegialaHon, 

Our >pocial legislation has much increased within a few 
years. There are no doubt cases, in which it is expedient 
to grant charters of incorporation; but acts of incorporation 
are oflen asked for with a sole view to avoid personal respon- 
aibllity, to enable individuals to transact business under their 
corporate name, with an exemption from all responsibility, 
beyond their mereinterest in the corporate property. Appli- 
cations to the Legislature for such favors, ought not to be 
encouraged, Business transactions involving unlimited per- 
aonal responsibility, as in the case of individual and partner- 
ahip aflairs, are lik^ to be conducted in a more prudent and 
less haxardous manner, than transactions in relation to which, 
penonal responsibility is limited or exonerated. In all acts 
of incorporation, which the Legislature may deem it oxpe- 
£ent to grant, the interests of the public as well as the rights 
of indiv&ual% should be guarded with great care. The 
ntimber and power of corporations in this country, have been 
•ttended to an alarmhig degree, and it may require the ut- 
most vigilance and efforts of our people, as well as their 
Legislatures, to retain the government of the country in oppo- 
sition to so many and so powerful combinations. 

StaU Prioon. 

After having given seasonable notice, the Directors of the 
State Prison met in September last, to receive proposals for 
the labor of the convicts, Proposals were made by Mr. Gordon 
Burleigh for one year, commencing on the Ist of January, 
1840, and a new contract was then entered into, (the terms of 
which are similar to those of the former contract) which 
would have expired January 1, 1841, but by a subsequent 
agraaaent, aaid coQtnet ii to expire in Septembernest Thia 



alteriition m the opmion cf the Warden is beMfichI to tba 
State, inasmuch as it brings the contract to a termiiiatMn, 
at an earlier session of the year, and will afibrd an oppor- 
tunity to procure provisions for the suf^xirt of the oonvidi^ 
and stock and materials to supply the work-ehopa betan tfa« 
water communication to this plaoe is dosed by ioeu 1^ 
Warden's report will show what part of the appropnatioB 
for repairs has been expended for that puipoee. No part of 
the appropriation to enable the Warden to cany on hnsjnre a 
in behalf of- the State has been drawn from the Ticasmy; 
but such, and so fluctuating have been the prices of nano- 
factured articles in the market, that few are disposed to oon- 
trart for the labor of the convicts; perhaps those ooavicts 
who are mechanics, can be advantageously let for particiilsr 
branches of business. I would therefore suggest the pfupiietj 
of continuing authority, to hire out a part of or all the con- 
victs on suitable terms, and also of contmumg sufficient ap- 
propriations to enable the Warden to cany on the whole 
business, directly in behalf of the State. 

It gives me great satisfoction to be able to say, that tfas 
regulation and police of the Prison, has never to my know- 
ledge, been better than during the past year; thawOTk-diopa 
have been divided into smaller apartments, greatly as I con- 
ceive to the benefit of the contractor, and the diviausi has 
contributed much to preserve order and regularity in the coof 
duct of the convicta. 

Geological and HineraUgical Survey* # 

Under the act of the last session providing for a gedogkal 
and mineralogical survey of this State, I have appointed Jk. 
Charles T. Jackson of Boston, State Geologist; such wen 
his engagements last year, that he could not enter into a 
survey of this State until the present season. I antidpats 
greq^ benefits to the State from this survey, not only in the 
valuable agricultural information to be derived from the analy- 
sis of our soils, but in the development of the miners] re* 
sources, which there is reason to believe aboond in Taxioai 
parts of the State ; to continue this survey through the sea* 
son may require some additional appropriation ; 1 pccsome it 
is the desire of all, to complete this survey with as little delay 
as possible. 

Militia. 

Our reliance for defence, for suppressing inFurrection, end 
repelling invasion, must in a great measure be upon citiMn 
soldiers, our militia. Our pursuits are of a peacefol nature, 
we are not by habit a warlike people ; but if occasion de- 
mand, if foreign foes invade our soil, if the integrity of oar 
Union is assailed, ** our people know their rights, and know- 
ing will defend them ;*' we have the best materials from which 
to raise an army, in the patriotic, warm-hearted, strong-armsd 
citizens of our Republic, who still possess all that love cf 
country, all that energy, courage and fortitude, with vHiiek 
our fathers were inspired in the struggle for Independence ; 
these are the hulwsrks of our country, and in the absence of 
national legislstion upon this subject, it is important that 
measures should be adopted by the Slate Govemments^ to 
encourage discipline, and render our militia eflkient It b 
wisdom on our part to be at all times prepared for war, a di^ 
ferent ooum would be likely to invite aggression. Tht cn- 
coniagement alreadv given by our lawa, to those who bear 
arms, although small haa proved beneficiaL Heretofore tba 
burthen of d<Mng military duty, has fallen principally upon 
those, who have been least able to bear it To your wisdom I 
submit the subject ; it is for you to determine whether further 
encouragement is necesssry to strengthen and invigorate this 
arm of our defence. The recent aspect of our foreign rela- 
lations admonishes u% that it is wisdom, *' in peace to prepare 
for war." 

Edvcationr 

Our system of free schools, is well adapted to diffuse (he 
advantages of education, among all classes of our people, the 
poor as well as the rich ; and it is of the highest importance, 
under a government like ours, that these advantages be not 
only accessible to all, but that they be improved by alL £d- 
ucttion ii one of the main piUars of our free ioatttiittona^ It 
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M of great importanea that oompetant teachera be employed 
m oor dtitrict achoole ; for it is here, that a laxge majority of 
oar youth finiah their education, and here ihould be afibrded 
tiie meant of ioatniction in all the bimnchea of a thorough 
Engliih education. But while improvements are making in 
the arta and acienooa, and in almost eveiy thing elio, have not 
our diatrict acboola, been, for some years, stationaiy ? This 
subject M of such importance, that it is expresfly enjoined on 
you by the Constitution " to cherish the interests of literature 
and the sciences. 

Senat9r9 in Congre99. 

The term of one of our Senators in Congress, will expire 
on the fourdi day of March next, and on you will devolve 
the duty of making a seasonable appointment, to fill the va- 
cancy which win then occur. 

PubHe Taxe9» 

It win be necessary to make provision by law, for the re- 
turn of the inventories of the several towns in the State, to 
enable the Le^lature to make an equitable proportion act, 
at their next session, for the a ssess ment of public taxes. 

Jn9ane JfotpitaL 

Nothing I believe has yet been accomplished toward the 
erection of buildmgs for the Insane Hospital. The progress 
of this institution, so humane in its object, has thus far been 
delayed, by a diflerence of opinion, as to a suitable place for 
its location. A point has been designated for the purpose, 
by a very respectable committee, in the extreme eastern sec- 
tion of the State. That point may have advantages (of 
which however I am not aware) sufficient to counterbalance 
its difficulty of access, to a larae portion of our people. The 
Board of Visiters have perfonned no duty the past year, ex- 
cept the fillmg of a vacancy in the Board of Trustees, in be- 
half of the Sute. 

Deaf and Dumb, 

Of the appropriation for the education of indigent deaf and 
dumb perrons, at the Asylum, in Hartford, Connecticut, 
nearly the whole has been expended. The course of instruc- 
tion pursued at this Institution, requires a term of four years 
for its completion, consequently about one-fourth of your 
beneBciariee, retire annually and give place to as many new 
applicants. It is to be hoped that the usual appropriation 
continued, will meet the wants of this unfortunate clasa. 

Indigent BHnd, 

Of the appropriation for the education of indigent blind 
nenona at the Institution for the blind in Boston, $675, 
htve been expended. The pupils remain at this institution 
for a longer term of years, and their education is attended 
with more expense, than tiiafof the deaf and dumb. It is 
believed there are but few of this class in the State. 

JiboU9hing Impri99nment for Debt, 

In my communication to the Legislature, at the com- 
mencement of its lost sejsion, I expressed my conviction in 
fovor of aboluhing imprtMnment for debt : my views upon 
that sabject have not changed, ^and I again commend it to 
your fiivorable consideration. 

In eondttsion, Gentiemen, let us cherish a spirit of for- 
bearance and hsormony, and make the welfare, the prosperi- 
ty and happineas of our constituent!, the principal object of 
all our proceedings here ; looking to Him who ruleth the 
destinies of Nations for wisdom to direct us in all our delib- 
erations. JOHN PAGE. 

Concord, June 4, 1840. 

From JVew Zealand. — A letter received by the Secretaty 
of the Bedfoid Commercial Insurance Company, from James 
R. Clendon, dated Bay of Islands, Feb. 18, states Uiat tiiat 
port had been formally declared a British Colony on the 30th 
of January last ; and a Governor and stall*, consisting of a 
CoUeetor of Custbms, Civil Magistrates, Surveyor-General, 
^t^ had arrived there, and respectively issued proclamations 
authority. 



Importaai Regalatloai. 

SivoAPOBE, 1st. Feb. 1840. 

By a Government regulation, dated in Calcutta, 2d D^ 
camber, 1839, the former regulation limiting Foreign ships 
to import into the British Ports of India, only articles of the 
growth or produce of their respective countries, has been re- 
scinded, and ** foreign ships belonging to any state or coun- 
tries in Europe or America, so long as such states or coun- 
tries remain in amity with H. M. mi^ freely enter the Brit- 
ish sea porta and harbore in the B. L, whether they come 
directly from their own country or any other place, and shall 
be there hospitably received, and shall have liberty to trade 
there in imports and exports, conformably to the regulations 
established or to be established in such sea ports : Provided, 
that it shall not be lawful for said ships to receive goods on 
board at one British port of India, to be conveyed to an- 
other British port of India on freight or otherwise; but never- 
theless, the original inward cargoes of such ships may be 
discharged at different British ports for their foreign destina- 
tion." 

J. BALIdTIER, U. S. Coveoi. 



Banks of Comiectlciit, Marcli, 1840» 

Debte and Uabilitiee, 

Capital stock $8,878,346 00 

Bills in circulation 2,336,589 95 

Duetootiier banks 893,766 48 

Deposits not bearing interest 835,849 10 

Depositi not bearing interest 60,668 46 

Dividends unpaid S7,677 1 1 

Surplus fund and profits and loss 607,297 24 

Debts due from banks and other liabilities 

not before specified 20,319 63 

Be»oHrce$, 

Real estate owned by Uie banks 287,324 01 

Personal property do, 11,060 05 

Bills of otiier banks in this State 91,618 78 

do. do. out of the State 69,927 26 

Balances due from other banks 692,669 89 

Gold, silver and other coined metals belong- 
ing to the banks, in bank 499,033 62 

Stocks of the banks owned by themselves. . 72,041 72 

Stocks of other banks owned by the banks 54,821 46 

Amount of all other stocks do. do. 483,479 52 

Deposits in other banks 209,359 13 

Due from individuals 10,268,882 61 

Due from cities, towns, and other coiporetions 

and communities 159,748 26 

Other property belonging to the banks 52,342 06 

Reserved profits at the time of declaring iaat divkiend 
$368,916 34. 



/Ty 't Wheat, — ^The Hessian 6y is destroying many of 
the fields of wheat in Erie, Huron, Seneca and Sanduakf 
counties. We understand that there are thousands of aersa 
which will not produce the seed. — [Sandusky ( O.) Clariun, 

Mxtrsct of letters : 

Sandutky Ciiy, June3, 1840. 

'< The fly is making great ravages in this vicinity, and the 
prospects of the coming wheat crop^aie very unprpmising.** 

Lover Sandutky, Ohio^ June 4, 1840. 
" Many fields of whest in this neighborhood and through- 
out our State are being ploughed up, and it is the opinion 
of those who know that there will not be a half crop in the 
State." 

MdnchegleTf Mich., June 3, 1840. 

" llie insect has got to work in tiie wheat again, and the 
prospect b that our crop this season will be small. 

•\*. 1\ Jour, of Com, 

IViUiam Peter has been recognized by the President as 
the British Consul at Pliiladelphia. 
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IMfauuitr^iui Fresliet* 

Hambaig lalMnerged—deskniction of bridges acroM the Sa- 
vannah river at Augasta — immense Iom of property — 
probable loss of many lives. 

The cars from Hamburg, arrived yesterday, brought no 
mails from that place or Columbia. From a passenger who 
came down from Aiken, we learn that a terrible freshet had 
caused a rise in the Savannah river at Hamburg to such an 
extent as completely to submerge the town. The upper 
bridge was carried away about 6 o'clock, P. M. on Wednes* 
day, and at 9 o'clock the great bridge connecting Hamburg 
with Augusta, was also destroyed. 

There had been no communication with Augusta, aAer 
five o'clock Wednesday afternoon, at which hour the water 
was said to have been from 8 to 10 inches deep at the Post 
Ofiico. 

The cars from Charleston could not reach within 3 or 8 
miles of Hamburg, on account of the railroad being over- 
flowed, and it is supposed that the road would sustain con- 
siderable injury. The passengers were, however, taken on, 
and lodged at Mr. Shultz's residence, on the HilL 

The scene it is related was of the most distresong choac- 
ter. Horses, cattle, cotton, and every kind of goods were 
floating in all directions. During the night of Wednesday, 
the cries and supplications of the inhabitants were heard from 
the Hill, and fears are entertained that many lives have been 
lost. 

We anxiously await further intelligence from the scene of 
devastation, and dread the result 

Since writing the above, we have been kindly favored 
with the following letter from a gentlemen in Hamburg : 

Shultk Hill, ^ 
Hamburg, May 27, 1840. 5 

Dear Sir :— -On arriving at the hill near Hamburg, this 
afternoon, at 5 o'clock, to my great astonishment I found the 
river so high as to be running over the railroad, and through 
all of our depositories. The goods from the stores at Ham- 
burg floated up against the railroad. The cotton from Sul- 
livan's, Corbet i Kemaghan's warehouses, floating down 
through our fields. The Inhabitants of Hamburg fleeing for 
their Kves m canoes batteaus and rafls — ^many of the filmilies 
have taken shelter in Mr. Hubbard's bouse, which was en- 
tirety surrounded by water, and from what I could learn the 
water over his lower floor several feet, while most of the fe- 
males and children had been removed to places of security. 
A boat was plying to bring out such persons as had remain- 
ad, and to bring off* some of their goods ; a number had 
repaired to the second story of their houses. The whole 
ridge of high-land in Maricet street, is now covered, the water 
is StiXi rising. Since ten o'clock this morning, the rise has 
been near 8 feet perpendicular. Stock of all kinds swim- 
mlag in various directions ; in &ct, I cannot find language 
to describe the awful scene. From Augusta, I learn the 
water is running through Broad street About one-half of 
the new bridge has been swept away. The Savannah river 
was never known to be as high as at present, and is still 
rising. We had incessant rains on Monday night Tuesday 
and last night it fell in torrents. While I am writing, 10 
o'clock, P. M., I hear persons calling for assistance, and it is 
impossible to render them any. At this moment Mr. Shultz 
comes in and reporta the lower bridge is swept away. The 
foregoing is all that I can say at present in relation to Ham- 
burg and Augusta. The Road has received much damage 
between Aiken and Hamburg. 

The mill dams from Barton's to Milton's have been swept 
away. Since the passenger's train passed down this morn- 
ing, the bridges of the road over Horse creek having been 
▼ery much damaged so as to render a change of engines ne- 
cessary, at that place this afternoon. We passed the baggage 
and passenger can over by hand, deeming it too hazardous 
to risk the weight of the engine over the bridge. The pas- 
sengers up took shelter at Mr. Shultz's house on the Hill. 
The females have been sent out to Major Stark's and the 
gentlemen will remain here to-night, although Mr. Shultz 
cannot give them victuals or beds. He procured them supper 
in the neighborhood, and I hope they will be perfectly satis- 1 



fied, as they are in security, while many of our fellow 
are in great periL The road from the Hamburg Depoaftofj 
to the hill must be greatly damaged, as mudi of the embank- 
ment Is swept away, and the whole of the road under water. 
The goods in the store at the company's depot, have been 
put into a large car, as also the boolu and papers of the com- 
pany. The lime which was brought up a few days agu^ 
remains in the depot, and of course is destroyed or veiy mach 
damaged. This intelligence I got from one of the hands 
employed at the depot, who made his way out from the 
senger house upon the road, afker the water had broke 
it. He says he left Mr. Sturges and the clerks in the dqK< 
but thinks they were taken to the bridge in a canoe, ahant 
six o'clock this evening. I must close thedescriptioo of this 
lamentable catastrophe for the present, and will give yon the 
state of the river and Depository to-morrow morning befon 
the cars leave, if they can be sent out at alL 

Thursday Morning, May 28, 1840.7 

5 o'dodL, A. M. 3 
The river is higher this morning, than when I doaed last 
night From what I can see and learn there is only one or 
two arches of the bridge gone. The wheels of the fieight 
cars appear to be under water as the cats stand on tfietiack 
at the depot. I shall send out a conductor to Hone creek, 
and if he can get over on the road he will go oat to Aiksn, 
and from there take the passenger cars and return to Chaiiss 
ton, it being impossible to send out the can from Hanbaig» 
as the road beyond there is covered with water. 

Farmen Gazette — ^Ejitra»7 
Cherew, May 25. $ 
FreaheL—'We issue a shoit extra, for the benefit of oar 
Pee Dee and Georgetown subscribers, to inform them of a 
npid rise in the river. It rose last night 16 feet, and this 
morning, between five and a half and ten o'clock, 8 feet— • 
At that time it rose only an inch and a quarter in fifteen 
minutes ; and will probably not continue to rise much longer, 
without more rain. But the appearance of the douda wkh 
an easteriy wind seems to threaten more rain. The nin 
which caused the rise fell on Saturday night, and yesteiday 
morning. — CharUtUtn Courier, May 29M. 

More of the Flood ai Auguola, — In addition to die eo* 
pious and detailed accounts of the dreadful inundation at 
Augusta, €reo., and Hamburg, S. C, we have been permittrf 
to copy the following extract from a private letter to a lady 
of this dty, fVom her son. It is dated 

Augusta, Geo., May 29, 1840. 

** Augusta has been visited indeed. On Sunday aftsnoon 
a gale began, which for violence I have sddom seen aurpaas* 
ed. At first, I thought we should have a aecond Natdies 
destruction. It passed off, however, and all that night it 
rained incessantly and heavily. On Tuesday nig^t, the river 
commenced rising, knd continued so to do, unSl Thursday 
morning. Augusta became a Venice in reality. Large boats 
passed up and down the streets, rescuing the distressed, re> 
moving property and saving life. Numben of houses wen 
carried off. Both bridges are gone. Brick buildings have 
caved in, and numerous accidents have occurred." 

The writer then proceeds to ^ve the depth of the water 
in diffiarent streets, to detail the mjury to his own pi u p et ty 
as well as that of the dty at large ; and also to nazrale the 
narrow escape of himself and fiuiily, while being c onveyed 
in a canoe from the upper part of thdr inundated dwdling. 

KiUed and Wounded in AofcAcr.— The Natchez Cou- 
rier gives the following report of the number killed and 
wounded at that place by the tornado : 

Killed in Natchez, 48 

KiUed on the river, 269 

3ir 

Wounded in the dty, 74 

Wounded on boats, 86 

109 
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Bank off Keatacky. 

At the annual meeting of the stockholders of the Bank 
of Kentucky, convened at their banking-house in the City 
of Loaisville, on Monday, the 4th day of May, 184(K— pre- 
sent. His Excellency Charles A. Wicklifie, lieutenant and 
acting Governor of Kentucky, representing the stock and 
interest of the Commonwealth, and of the Commissioners 
of the Sinking Fond, and of the Board of Education ; 
James Guthrie, Stockholder, and Geo. Keats, John W. He- 
ist, for himself and as proxy for Logan's heirs, Richard 
Pindell, the Lexington, Life, Fire and Marine Insurance 
Company, E. P. Johnson, A. D. Hunt and J. O. Harrison, 
and Wm. Felfowcs. stockholders, and Wm. Drayton, Geo. 
Handy, B. W, Richards, for themselves respectively as stock- 
holders end as proxies for divers other stockholders, whose 
stock amounts in the whole to 9541 shares of the capital 
stock of said bank, whose names and the amount of whose 
■tock respectively are stated in their powers of attorney pre- 
sented to the meeting and filed in the archives of the bank ; 
also, Thos. Smith as owner of 100 shares and as proxy for 
others owning 600 shares ; also John Bustard as holder of 
406 shares, and M. R. Steuly of 30 shares, C. Samuel of 5 
shares, Wm. B. Phillips of 25 shares and as agent for 41 
shares, and Virgil McKnight as owner of 26 shares, L. L. 
Shreve of 21 shares Thos. Anderson of 287 shares as 
owner and proxy, P. O. Kintner of 80 shares, Edward Mc 
AUister of 95 sharos, Thos. T. Shreve of 41 shares, J. B. 
Bowles of 387 shares, A. Gray of 25 shares, Cbas. Miles of 
86 shares, J. Manners of 240 shares, J. C. Wentzel of 35 
■hares, Paul Reinhard of 26 shares, D. 8. Benedict of 25 
•hares, Joa. S wager of 25 shares, A. S. Parker, 489 shares, 
6. W. MeriwetlMr of 1 share, W. H. Pope of 25 shares, and 
Thos. M. Hickey of 53 shares, Frederick Schoich of 25 
■hares, David Heian of 25 shares. 

On motion. Col. Wm. Drayton, of Philadelphia, was 
called to the chair, and Thos. M. Hickey was appointed se- 
cretary ; whereupon, Jas. Guthrie, Esq., offered the follow- 
ing resolutions, to wit : 

Resolved, That in all meetings of the stockholders, for 
any purpose other than that of electing directors to the 
bank, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has a right to be 
represented to the extent of her stock as the other stock* 
holders. 

Resolved, That in the election of directors for the Bank 
of Kentucky on this day, all who appear to be stockholders 
on the books of the principal bank, and at the agency in 
Philadelphia and New York, shall be permitted to vote ; and 
that such exercise of the privilege shall in no way affect 
the question of an over issue of certificates either for or 
against the holders of the genuine or of the excessive is- 
■ues of certificates. 

Which resolutions were adopted. 

His Excellency C. A. Wickliffe offered the following reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved, That the President and Directors of the Bank 
of Kentucky be and are hereby directed to proceed with all 
practicable despatch to ascertain the amount of the spurious 
stock, and the holders thereof, which has been issued by the 
transfer agency at Philadelphia, and that they pursue, with 
as Uttla delsy as may be consistent vnth the nature of the 
businees, all the remedies furnished by the law to recover 
indemnity from the President, Directors and Company of 
the Schuylkill Bank, for the loss sustained by the Kentucky 
Bank, consequent opon such iasue of spurious stock by the 
agency of Philadelphia. 

Resolved, That the President and Directors be authorised 
to employ a special agent to superintend the interest of the 
bank conoemmg the subject, at a fair compensation ; and 
they are further authorized to employ such agent to make, 
on the part of the Bank of Kentucky with the Schuylkill 
Bank, under the advice of counsel, an agreed case of the 
facts upon the question of liability of the said bank to the 
Kentucky bank, and thereby bring the subject to that 
■peedy aojustment which the interest of all parties demands. 

Reeolved, That a committee, consisting of five persons, 
to be Biined by the chairmani be appointed to take such 



means as they shall deem to be expedient to bring before 
the Legislature of this State all questions which may be 
raised as to the rights of the stockholders in the Bank of 
Kentucky, holding their certificates from the agency of the 
SchoyUdtl Bank at Philadelphia, of the Union Bank at 
New York, or such as may have originally derived the 
stock from such agencies, for the purpose of obtaining from 
the Legislature the passage of an act to settle, upon just and 
equitable principles, the rights of the said stockholders, and 
of the otlier stockholders in the bank of Kentucky ; aud 
that said committee have power to fill any vacancies that 
may arise in their body. 

Which were unanimously adopted. 

On motion, the meeting adjourned until to-morrow morn- 
ing at 9 oVlock. 

Signed, WM. DRAYTON, Chairman. 

Taus. M. IIiCKBT, Secretary. 

TuKSDAT, May 6th, 1840. 

The stockholders met pursuant to adjournment 

On motion of Jas. Guthrie, Esq. the following resolution 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That the President and Directors of the Bank 
of Kentucky be and they are hereby authorized, until the 
next annual meeting of the stockholders, to allow any di- 
rector or directors a reasonable compensation for any extra- 
ordinary services which they may find it to the interest of 
the bank to require from a director. 

On motion of B. W. RicharJs, Esq the following resolu- 
tion was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Directors be instructed to declare no 
dividend until the claims upon the bank, arising from the 
fraudulent issues of stock by the agency of the Schuylkill 
Bank, are finally adjusted. 

His Excellency, Chas. A. Wickliffe, ofiered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was adopted — 

Resolved, 'I hat the provisions of the act entitled an act 
to restore the privilegej of the banks when they resume 
specie payments, approved the day of February, 1840, 
so far as the same change any of the principles or provi- 
sions of the original charter, be adopted by the corporators 
as part of the charter of the Bank of Kentucky. 

The Chairman appointed the committee of five under the 
resolution of yesterday, requiring such committee, to wit : 
For the Commonwealth of Kentucky, Messrs. James Weir, 
James G. Dana, and Thomas Smith," of Henry ; for the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, B. W. Richanls, and for 
Uie State of New York, John Rathbone. 

On motion of His Excellency, Charles A. Wickliffe. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be sign- 
ed by the Chairman and Secretary, and preserved in the 
archives of the Bank, and published under the direction of 
the Board of Directors. 

And the meeting adjourned. 

(Signed) WM. DRAYTON, Chairman. 

Taos. M. nicKir, Secretary. 



Burning JJme -with Aiuhracite, — Among the many 
triumphant results, which have attended recent experiments 
with our anthracite, one of the most important is its success- 
ful application for burning lime. At Port Kennedy, one mile 
below the Yallry Forge, this plan is now in operation. The 
coal is placed on a grate, to which is applied a blast, by 
means of a fan worked by a small steam engine ; the effect 
of this is to blow the blaze through the whole body of the 
kiln. Formerly the limestone and coal were mixed, but the 
Ume thus made was not very good, and resort was had to 
wood lime. The present way remedies all the defects— the 
produce is of the best quality, and a great saving of time ia 
accomplished, as a kiln can be homed in 80 hours by the 
coal, which would take at least 64 hours with wood, while 
the old plan of mixing all the materials consumed 6 days. 

We hail this discovery as another proof of the vast wealth 
of our mineral deposits, and^rust tliat as soon as the present 
business depression shall wear away, we may see around us, 
ipfttty evidences of its successful application.-*Mner«' /eur. 
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Specie ibr Interest on Poblic Debt. 

BetohUioTu of Les^lature 0/ Peuntylvania, 

JletQlvedj That the following suixM be, and the same liere- 
by are appropriated to be paid out of any moneys in the 
Treasury, not otherwise appropriated on the first day of 
August, Anno Domini, eighteen hundred and forty, for the 
purpose of compensating the holders of Pennsjrlvania stock 
other than the banks of Penns^Wsnia — for the losses which 
may have been sustained by such holders, in consequence of 
the payment of the interest on said stocks, in a currency of 
less ndue than gold or silver. 

1st. To the holders or legal representatives of the persons 
who were then holders of Pennsylvania stocks, except as 
aforesaid, on the first day of August, Anno Domini, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-seven, the sum of fifty-three thouband 
two hundred and one dollars and twenty-five cents. 

2d. To the holders or legal representatives of the persons 
who were then holders of Pennsylvania stocks, except as 
aforesaid, on the first day of February, Anno Domini eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty eight, the sum of twenty-nine thoui 
tend six hundred and six dollars and twenty-five center 

Which several sums hereby appropriated, shall, by the 
Govemor'a warrant, drawn on the State Treasurer, be placed 
in the hands of the agents or banks of thia Commonwealth, 
who may be authorized to pay the interest on the Pennsyl- 
vania stANsks, on the first day of August, eighteen hundred 
and forty, for the purposes herein directed, and be paid to 
such holders in proportion to the several amounts by them 
nspectively held on said day. 

Jieiohed, That hereafter the interest faUing due on Penn- 
sylvania stock, shall always be paid in specie, or its equiva- 
lent^-nand whenever the funds accumulated in the Treasury 
for the payment of interest, shall be of less value than specie, 
it shall be lawful for the Governor, and he is hereby required 
to cause the difiEerence in value between such ftinds and specie, 
to be ascertained and certified to him, on the day preceding 
that on which any semi-annual portion of interest becomes due, 
1^ the Auditor General and State Treasurer, under oath or af- 
firmation, and thereupon to issue his warrant to the agents 
or banks, who may be authorized to pay such interest on be- 
half of the Commonwealth, to allow such difference in value 
to the holder or legal representative of the holder of any 
Pennsylvania stock, on the interest due to such holder or to 
pay the same in specie, if required by such holder. Provided 
no bank incorporated by this State, which shall at the time 
any such Interest becomes due, neglect or refuse to pay any 
of its notes, bills, or obligations, or deposited moneys in gold 
or silver, be entitled to receive or be paid any such difference 
in value, and all other creditors of the Commonwealth shall 
be paid in gold or silver, or its equivalent. 

Approved 12th June, 1840. 

In the present number are inserted at length the Tax Bill, 

and iundiy rasolatione providing for the payment of interest 

with fpecle or its equivalent. We We also received the 

** Aot to provide for the continuing the improvements of the 

ditto and for the payment of the interest on the public debt.'* 

It was reealved loo late for its insertion entire in the present 

number, but shall appear in our next. In the meantime the 

followlAf digeat must suffice. 

tee. li Providoi for completion of the rathvay to 
avoid the plane at Columbia 58,000 

For purohasing loeomotivea and ropes, and to 
pay debts due for motive power on Columbia 
■nd Portage Railroad 80,000 

For renewing the north track of Columbia 
and Philadelphia Raihfoad, from 22 mUo-atone 
to Whitehall (Provided this riiall be taken 
out of the fund appropriated to repairs) 100,000 

To pay debts on Sinnemahomng extension 
of West Branch canal 34,124 

To p^ debts due contractors, engineers, dbc. 
for work on Gettysburg Raihoad, prior to March 
Ifl 1830 150,000 



To pay debts doe on AUeg^ieny Feeder .. 1,100 

To pay balance due for doubling the locks on 
Eastern Division of the canal 7,403 

For repairs and payment of debts due on the 
difft rent lines of railroads and canals 6C0J00O 

For new work on finished lines — pay of Ca- 
nal Ciimmissioners, Appraisers, and Engineers 
not connected with extensions. ..: 30,000 

To pay debts due for motive power and repaini 
contrscted prior to February 1, 1 839 50,000 

For damages 30,000 

Towards completing contracts on E rie division 000,000 
do. do. North Branch extension 600,000 
do. do. Wlsconisco canal CO,OQO 

Sec 3. Prohibits laying the 2d track on road to avoid 
the plane at Columbia, or making alterations in the loole 
through Columbia, until all debts now du^ are fuUy paid» 
or money set apart out of the Treasury approprialiOD s » 
with certain provisions regarding a certain street in Hai^ 
risburg. 

Sec. 3. Appropriatea for payment of debts for l o c omUi vca 
and ropes on Columbia R. R., $40,000. 

Sec 4. Authorizes Secretaiy of Commonwealth to recsite 
from Girard Bank, under act Feb'y- 8, 1639, $50,000. 
part of the loan of |380,000 *' to repay money bofiowed 
by the late executiye, for repairs of breach on Jontata 
vision dec, and to pay debts and money doe on 
said repairs — 

Also, to receive from Girard Bank the further aura of 
$280,0u0, part of said loan, and deposit it in Bank U. S, 
if they will agree to accept it on deposit and atop the fat- 
ther payment of interest from the time of deposit on dist 
amount of its loan to the late Executive, or 00 so modi as 
the same may be, and after payment aa aforesaid of said 
debts due to Individuals, (if any balance riiould remain,) 
deposit any such balance in like manner and on like 
terms and conditions-^the right of examinatioa of expeor 
ditures not to be invalidated. 

Sec 5. Governor authorized within 30 daya from psange, 
to subscribe $100,000 to Monongahela Navigatioo Ca 
under certain conditions as to charging toll on let dao^ 
above Brownsville. 

Sec 6. $15,000 appropriated to complete certain aui re ys of 
road from and to Pittsburg, dbc 

Sec. 7. Appropriates for pay of the interest upon pubGs 
debt falling doe on 1st Aug. and Feb» next^ soch asm as 
may be required for that purpose.'' 

Sec. 8. Authorizes the governor to borrow on the credit of 
the Commonwealth, the amount appropriated by this act 
as it may be required, at not exceeding 6 per cent. Inlei^ 
est, payable half yeariy ; to be relmboned Jnly 1, 1870, 
and to issue certificatea of stock for the same, transfersbls 
on the books of the Auditor General or Bank of Pcnmjl- 
vania. Interest to be paid at the Treasuiyy or Bank flf 
Pennsylvania. 

Act approved, June 11, 1840. 



Willis G. ClariL Esq., has been appointed by the Gover- 
nor of New York, Commiisioner to take Acknowledgmenla. 



The article in our last, on iron made with anthndli^ 
should have been credited to Conmeictal List 
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Report on nir. Calhoun's I^andl Bill. 

Iir Skvatb Qf TBB UiriTBD States. 

Bubmitted, and ordered to be printed, and that 20,000 addi- 
tional copies be furnished for the use nf the Senate.— 
Mr. Norvell made the following report : 

9^he Committee en Public Land»y to vhom wa« referred 
the bill introduced by Mr. Calhoun, of South Carolina^ 
to cede the Public J^Mnde to the Statea within tohotelimito 
they retpectively He, on certdin conditions. Report : 

This bill provides that the public lands lying within the 
States of Alabama, Misuasippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Mis- 
aouri, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana, excepting sites 
for forts, navy and doek yards, arsenals, magazines, and other 
public buildings, shall be ceded to the States within which 
tpey respectively lie, aAer the 30th of June, 1842, on the fol- 
lowing conditions : 

1. That the States shall pass acts, to be irrevocable, pledg- 
ing their faith to pay to the United States one-half of the 
gross proceeds of the lands on or before the 1st day of Feb- 
raary, in each year. 

2. That the minimum price per acre, now 6xed by law, 
shall not be reduced, except according to the scale of reduc- 
tion fixed in the bill. 

3. That the land laws now in force, and as modified by 
this bill, shall remain unchanged, without the consent of 
Congress. 

4. That tho cession shall be in full of the five per cent 
fund, or any portion of it ; and that the States shall be ex- 
clusively liable for cost of surveys, sales, extinction of Indian 
titles, and management generally. 

5. That, on failing to comply with any of these condi- 
tions, the cession to the State so fiulinp shall be abrogated ; 
and all grants or titles on tho part of the State, for land 
thereafter sold, to be null and void. 

The bill also provides that the Prosident of the United 
States, when officially* notified of the passage of an act of 
any one of the States, in complianoe with the above condi- 
tions, shall adopt such measures as he shall deem advisable 
to close the land offices within the States, including the sui^ 
▼eying department ; and that the commissions of all officers 
connected therewith shall expire on a day to be fixed by him, 
but not beyond six jnont]^s firom the time. 

It moreover provides that, on such compliance and notifi- 
cation, the State shall be released firom all compacts or ordi- 
nancea that impose restrictions on her right to tax the lands 
tbereafler sold ; and that all maps, titles, records, books, doo- 
tuiienta,and papers»iQ the General Land Office, shall be 
subject to the oider and disposition of the Executive of the 
Sute^ 

It also provide^ that the public lands in Tennessee, wHh 
the exceptions contained in the first section, shall be ceded 
to that State. 

Such are the provisions of the bill, as It now stands. The 
amendments proposed by the committee will be noticed in 
the proper place. 

A cursory examination of the above pi^vidons will suffice 
to show that the proposed cession would J>e, in reality, but a 
sale of the public landaio the States in which they He, sub- 
ject to the conditions contained in the bill. The lig^t to 
make such sale would seem unquestionable. ' The lands are 
held by Ocmgress as common property, for the benefit of the 
Vol. IL— 51 



whole Union, with express authority by the constitution to 
dispose of them, without making any distinction between 
sales to States and to individuals, or prescribing the terms 
on which they shall be sold. Regarding it, then, as a mere 
question of discretion, to whom and on what terms and con* 
dltions the lands should be sold, the committee propose to 
consider the measure simply in reference to its expecfiencj ; 
but it will be necessary, as a preliminary step to the discue> 
sion of its general merits, to ascertain what p<»rtxon of the 
public domain would be subject to the operation of the hilly 
should it pass, and the true amount of its value. 

It appears from a report of the Commissioner of the Gener- 
al Land Office, (see poc 46,3d session 25th Congress,) that 
the whole quantity in acres of the public domain, on the dOth 
of September, 1838, to which the Indian title was not ex- 
tinguished, amounted to seven hundred and sixty-six millions^ 
in round numbers. There were, at the same time, as appeaia 
by the same report, in the States and Territories, three hun- 
dred and nineteen millions of acres, to which the Indian title 
was extinguished ; making the whole public domain in the 
aggregate, at that time, to be ten hundred and eighty-five 
millions of acres; from wMeh about five millions of acres 
may be deducted for sales riiioo made, leaving now about tea 
hundred and eighty millions of acres. By table m|rked A, 
herewith annexed, it appears that on the 1st of January last 
there were In the new States one hundred and fifiy-four 
millions of acres, to which the Indian titles were extuiguish* 
ed ; and nine millions five hundred thousand acres, to which 
the Indian title was not extinguished ; making, in the aggre* 
gate, one hundred and sixty*three millions B're hundred 
thousand acres. From this deduct, for disputed grants, many 
of which are large, to which the right of the Government 
may not be established, three millions and a half of acres, 
which would leave one hundred and sixty millions subject to 
the operation of this bill ; being less than one-aix(h of the 
whole public domain. 

Those who have not reflected on the subject an liable to 
form very erroneous estimates of the true Tslue of the public 
lands. It is very natural to conclude that, as none are sold 
for less than one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, the 
one hundred and sixty millions of acres unsold in the new 
Statea are worth two hundred millions of doUara ; but such 
a conclusion wouM be utterly falladoos. If the whole could 
be sold at once, at that price, for cash in hand, or on perfectly 
safe security, with interest, and without expense, the conclu- 
sion would be correct ; but such is far from being the cafe. 
They can only be sold at that prke, through a long period of 
years, in small portions at a time, and at a heavy expense C 
all of which must be taken into the estimate to form a correct 
opinion of their real value, or, to express the idea difftrently, 
their actual present value. * • 

In order to determine what that really is, it will be neces- 
sary to assume what would probably be the gross annual 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands embraced by the Mil, 
on the supposition Uiat the present pripe, and the land fiya- 
tem, as it now stands, will be continued. The committee 
«re fully aware that the assumption must be, in a great meae- 
ure, conjectural ; there are not, and cannot be, from the nature 
of the subject, any certain data on which to rest calculation* 
All that can be done is, to assume a sum sufficiently libml 
to guard i^ainst the possibility of an under'estimate ; and 
pfooeeding on that prmciple, ailcr a full consideration of tha 
whole ground, the committee have come to the conclusion 
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tfafti it would be aJibenl tnumption to take the som of two 
miffiont five hondred thoiuaod dollan as their average groM 
ahnual income, on the soppodtlon of the continuance of the 
tyatem until the whole shall be sold. The assumption sup- 
poses that the whole of the lands embraced in the bill will be 
sold at one dollar and twenty-five cents fHsr acre, and that the 
average sales annually will yield two millions five hundred 
thousand dollars untU the last acre is sold ; an assumption 
which all, the least conversant with the subject, will rradily 
allow to be ample. 

Takinsr, &en, that sum as the annotl gross bcome, It Is 
clear that the real value of the lands in question cannot ex- 
ceed a sum which, at the legal interest of six per cent, would 
give an annual income of two millions five hundred thousand 
doUars ; or, to express it difierently, cannot exceed the present 
value of a permanent annuity of that amount ; that is, a frac- 
tion over forty-one millions of dollars. 

So fiir is clear; and it is equally so that it must be less 
than that sum. The reason is obvious : To derive an income 
of two millions five hundred thousand doUars from lands at 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, there must be an- 
nually sold two millions of acres, which would dispose, at 
that rate, of the whole one hundred and sixty millions of 
acres in eighty years. It follows, of course, that their true 
present value, instead of being worth a permanent annuity of 
two millions five hundred thousand dollars, would be worth 
one of that amount for eighty years only, which is little more 
than thirty-four millions. That sum, then it is manifest, 
would be the true present value of all the unsold lands in the 
new States, on the data assumed, provided they could be sold 
without expense, trouble, or cost by the Government ; but, as 
that cannot be, it becomes necessary to determine what de* 
ducdon ought to be made on that account — to ascertain 
what, in fact, is their real present value. 

In determining that, the committee have taken experience 
as their guide. They have carefoUy ascertained, under the 
actual operation of the system to the present time, what de- 
ductions ought to be made under all the various heads, as 
incident to the syatem, on the actual quantity of lands sold 
by the Government ; and have apportioned them rateably on 
the lands to be sold, on the supposition that what remains to 
be sold will be subject to as great a reduction, in proportion, 
as that which has been ; in other words, that the adminis- 
tration of the public lands hereafter, if the present system 
should be continued as it stands, would be neither more nor 
less economical or prudent than it has been. In making 
their estimate, they have included, under expense, not only 
what is appropriately comprehended under it, but whatever 
goes to diminish the nett income from the lands — such as 
grants and donations, other than the sixteenth section re* 
served for schools ; the two and three per cent fund reserved 
out of the sales for internal improvement ; the expenditurps 
on internal improvement incident to the public domain, but 
not charged to that fund ; and the increased expense of leg- 
islation, as will more fully appear by reference to table B, 
containing the estimates, and hereto annexed. 

The result is, that the expense of the management of the 
public lands embraced in the bill, on the supposition that the 
admmistration will be neither more nor less economical than 
the past, and that they will yield annually the sum supposed, 
and of course be sold in the period assigned, would amount 
.to a fraction over forty-four millions of dollars, which, divided 
by ^gfaty, the number of years required to dispose of the 
lands, would give five hundred and fifty thousand dollars as 
the average annual expense. This sum, regarded as an an- 
nuity for eighty years, and estimated as a present charge, 
would make a fraction less than seven millions six hundred 
thousand dollars, which, deducted from the sum of thirty- 
lour millions of dollars, the present value of the lands, without 
estimating expenses, would give for the actual present value 
of the lands the sum of twenty-six millions four hundred 
thousand dollars. 

But, as small as this sum may appear to many, the com- 
nuttee believe that it is over, rather than under, the true es- 
timate. It makes no allowance for defalcations and losses 
incident to the management of the fiscal concerns of the land 
system, and assumes that eveiy acre will be sold at one dollar 



and twenty-five cents per acre, which no one can expect who 
will recoHect that a large portion is sterile and worthing 
consisting of pine barrens, swamps, ufiproductive prainrs^ 
and stony and mountainous tracts, which are at pre^nt no- 
saleable at any price, and will be so for a long time to come. 
To this may be added, that upwards of one-half has been in 
market for five, ten, fifteen, and twenty year% and upwards^ 
(as will be seen in table C, annexed,) without betag^ sold, 
and are the remnants left after the repeated selections of aB 
that were considered as valuable, even under the late rs^ for 
speculation, stimulated to the greatest excess by a hfosted 
currency. Against this, it is admitted that there is a consid- 
erable quantity not yet surveyed and brought into market^ 
[see table A,] of which a portion may sell for more than one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre ; but tx^iienct Btowm 
tbat the quantity sold above that price is so f>mal1, thai its 
effect on the general average prioe does not exceed two aad 
four-fifths cents per acre, and is too incoosiderale to take into 
the estimate. 

Taking, then, all circumstances into considcrBlion, the 
committee feel assured that the result to which they have 
been brought is too high, rather than too low ; but they de 
not deem it material whether it be, in truth, a few milJwns 
more or less. Their object is not perfect precision, but to 
give a correct general impression of the value of the lands 
embraced in the bill, in order to correct the utterly fallaraoos 
conception which even many of the well-informed entertain 
on the subject. So long as the value of the lands embraced 
in the bill is estimated at hundreds of millions of dollars, in- 
stead of the few millions which they are really worth, eo long 
it will be impossible to obtain for the measure which it pro* 
poses that impartial and deliberate consideration ncceasaiy to 
a correct decision ; and hence the necessity of removing rack 
erroneous impressions, preliminary to the discussion of the 
general merits of the bill, to which the committee will now 
proceed. 

One of the first and most obvious consequences wfaick 
would follow the adoption of the measure, would be a great 
reduction of the patronage of the Government Thoe are 
spread over the new States fiffy-nine land offices ; connteled 
with which there are one hundred and eighteen registers snd 
receivers, eight surveyors-general, with a host of deputies 
clerks, draughtsmen, chain-carriers, and axe-men, at an ag- 
gregate annual expense of upwards of $334,000, on an aver- 
age of the last two years. But as considerable as on that 
number and expense, these give a very inadequate conception 
of the real extent of the patronage of the Government. Yew 
places under it afford such ready and certain means of so> 
quiring fortunes, and of extending favors and accommodatisa 
to a large and influential portion of the community, as thosB 
attached to the land system. The thorough knowledge whirh 
those who hold them have of all that relates to the pubfic 
lands, makes their good-will of great' importance to the nu- 
merous body of individuals annually emigrsting to the west, 
or engaged in investing or speculating in the public lands. 
The extent of the inftuence which the Government mjgfat 
exercise, whenever it thinks proper, through so many of its 
dependants, with such ample means of acting upon poUic 
opinion, can be more readily conceived than estimated ; the 
whole of which, with at least one-half of the patronage de- 
pendent on the General Land Office at the seat of Govern- 
ment, would be cut off at a smgle blow, should the bill become 
a law. 

Should the question be put, whether such a result is de- 
sirable, let the denunciations daily. heard against executive 
patronage furnish the answer. If that be not suffiden^ let 
the all-absorbing character of the Presidential contest, over- 
riding and controlling all other questions, respond. If the 
deep and agitating excitement consequent on the contest be 
not sufficient to convince all who reflect, that it is time to kip 
off every branch of patronage that can be spared, without 
impairing the proper efficiency of the Government, in order 
to preserve our present free system of electing the Chief 
Magistrate, the committee despair that anything they ooqU 
say would have that effect It ma^, in truth, be laid down 
as a maxim in our Government, never to be departed bom, 
and whidi cannot he disregarded with impuni^, that dm 
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ihould be no mora patronage than what is neceasaxy to ac- 
eomplwh efficiently the objects for which it was created^ and 
that all beyond that ought to be lopp^ o£ Unless tbta 
maxim be rigidly enforced, it may be regarded as certain that 
the patronage and inflaence of the Government, increasing 
with the growth, population, and wealth of the country, will 
become too great, in time for its liberty. The committee 
cannot doubt that it may be safely applied, as proposed by 
the bill, to this great and influential branch of patronage, 
without in any degree weakening the Government, or render- 
ing it less efficient, except by a trifling reduction of revenue, 
which would be greatly outweighed by other advantages, as 
will be made manifest in the sequel. 

Among the more immediate of these, but not the most 
prominent, would be the shortening of the sessions of Con- 
gress ; the beneflcial effects of which, in reducing the ex- 
penses of (he Government, have been already estimated. But, 
as considerable as that is, it would be the least of its advan- 
tages. The sessions of Congress are already bo long, that 
it may be regarded as a great public grievance. It deprives 
the country of the services of many who 'a re the best quali- 
fied to promote its prosperity, but who are either driven from 
the public councils, or deterred from entermg them, by the 
heavy pecuniary loss and the sacrifice of domestic happiness, 
incident to such long separations from their business and fami- 
lies. The evil is still on the increase, with a corresponding 
loss and sacrifice ; and, if not corrected, will continue to in- 
crease with our population and wealth, until it terminates in 
perpetual sessions. This bill would do much to put a stop 
to the evil. It would probably diminish the business of Con< 
gresn a third or a fourth, and shorten the sessions in the same 
proportion ; and, if followed up by other measures originating 
m the same spirit, the evil may be kept within reasonable 
bounds, notwithstanding our great and rapid growth. It ought 
mot to be borne in mind that this growth to which no limits 
can be assigned, is at once our glory and our danger ; while 
it increases our importance and elevates our pride, it swells, 
at the same time the patronage of the Government, and 
strengthens its central tendency, which, if not resisted, must 
end in consolidation, by drawing the whole powers of the 
system to the centre. Hence the importance uf the principle 
of rigidly holding thb Government to the few great objects 
for which it was created, and lopping oflf patronage wherever 
it can be done safely. The leas this Government interferes 
with local concerns, and with what can be properly done by 
the States, the more it will act in accordance with the true 
genius of our political system, and the more certainly accom- 
plish the objects for which it was instituted. 

But other consequences would follow, not less important ; 
one of the most prominent of which would be to place the 
new States on an equality with the old. According to the 
theory of oar political system, the General Government is 
bnt die common agent of the States, created by their au- 
thority, for the regulation of their mutual interests, leaving 
all subjects of a peculiar or local character to be regulated by 
their separate local Governments. In this distribution, the 
land or territory fell to the State Governments, as far as the 
original States were concerned. But the fact is different as 
to the new States which have grown up on the public do- 
main, and been admitted into the Union since the adoption 
of the constitution. In their cose, the unsold lands, and to 
a certain extent, the sold, are not subject to the control and 
administration of the new States, but to the General Govern- 
ment — forming an anomaly certainly not in strict conformity 
with the true theory of our political system. It is, indeed, 
■0 little so, that many distinguished citizens of the new States 
have believed it to be inconsistent with the constitution, and 
maintained that the very fact of the admission of a State 
divested the Government of its right to the unsold lands 
within its territorial limits, and transferred them to the State. 
In maintaining this position, diey assume the ground, that 
the control of the domain of a State constitutes a portion of 
its sovereignty ; an essential portion, of which it cannot be 
diverted ; and that stipulations in the act of admission, in 
^orogitton of an essential attribute of sovereignty, are null 
uidyaid. 

It is nM thi intention of the committee to enter into the 



discussion of this question at this time, or to undertake to 
support or refute the arguments by which it is countenanced. 
It is sufficient to say, that those who take a different view 
believe that the position u erroneous, and that the cause of 
error consists in not making the proper distinction between 
what is called the eminent domain and the rights of property 
in land, and in misconceiving the true relation, in our com- 
plex system, between the General Government and the States. 
But all must admit, whatever may be their opinions as to 
these different views, not only the incongruity of the anomaly 
with the genius of our system, but its mischievous influence, 
and the expediency of removing it, as soon as it con be done 
on fair and equitable terms. 

Among the mischievous effects of the anomaly to which 
the committee have referred, may be enumerated the state of 
dependence in which it places the new States, and their 
Representatives in Congress, in relation to this Government, 
and its tendency, in consequence, to disturb its action, and 
turn it from the course best calculated to accomplish Uie ob- 
jects for which it was created. That it, in fact, causes such 
dependence, no one acquainted with the proceedings of Con- 
gress will deny. The great and disproportionate number of 
petitions from the new States, seeking either justice or some 
special fiivor from the Government ; the large portion of the 
sessions spent on business in which they have a peculiar in- 
terest; the immense correspondence of their Repiesentativesi 
growing out of their attention to the interests of their con- 
stituents, both in Congress and at the departments — all attest 
the fact How could it be otherwise, when one hundred and 
sixty millions of acres of land, lying in the territories of thoee 
States, are still held by the Government; when all claims 
growing out of the lands granted and sold are referred to it 
for decision ; when scarcely a road or canal can be con- 
structed without passing tluough the public lands, and re- 
quiring the assent or aid of Congress ; and when all the 
laws relating to the public lands, amer to retain or modify 
the existing laws, or to enact new ones, depend on the same 
authority 1 1t is not possible but that a dependence so general, 
co-operating with thie extensive patronage of the Govemment| 
through its numerous oflScers, must be sensibly and per- 
niciously felt, in its re-action on the course of the Govern* 
menL Those who are dependants naturally lean to the side 
of power ; while power as naturally seeks their support, at 
the means of strengthening and supporting itself Acting in 
obedience to this principle, it is not a matter of surprise that 
the new States, in their solicitude to carry favorite measures, 
or to obtain some special favor, should, temporarily at least, 
seek the aid of the dominant party of the day in the General 
Government ; and, on the other side, that such party with 
the view of strengthening itself, should favor the wishes of 
the States on local questions, with little regard to the general 
interest It is thus, by the reciprocal action and re-action re- 
sulting from this state of dependence, the movements of the 
General Government may be disturbed and turned from the 
objects for which it was instituted, to intermeddling and 
wasting its resources on objects with which it has no concern. 
That such has been the case, the history of our legislation 
but too often and too clearly attests. Against this there is but 
one remedy ; and that is, to place the new States, in refer- 
ence to their domain, in the same independent condition with 
the old. So long as the present state of dependence, so hu- 
miliating to the new States, and corrupting in its tendency 
to both old and new continues, so long will its mischievous 
influence over the action of the government be felt The 
passage of this bill would apply an appropriate and effectual 
remedy, and the only one that can be devised. 

There still remains another and strong objection against 
the continuance of the present system, and in favor of the 
proposed measure. It belongs to the nature of things that 
the old and new states should take different views, have dif- 
ferent feelings, and favor a different course of policy, in 
reference to the lands within their limits. It is natural for 
the one to regard them chiefly ea a source of revenue, and 
to estimate them according to the amount of the income 
annually derived from them; while the other as naturally 
regards them, almost exclusively as a portion of their domain 
and as the fount^tion of their population, wealth, power, and 
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importBDoe. They have more emphatiadly the feelmgB of 
owoerahip, Accompanied by the impreanon that they ought 
to have the principal control, and the greater share of bene- 
fita derived from them. To theif labor, entnpriie, and ex- 
poauxe, they trace the magic effects which, in a few years, 
oa^e changed a wildemeas into wellH:ultivated regions, 
atadded wiSi beautiful towns, villages, and farms, penetrated 
by canals, and intersected by roadi in all directions, giving 
value to the more inferior and inaccessible portions of the 
lands yet unsold and held by the government. Seeing all 
this, and feeling more intensely what their interests and 
wantB demand, than can possibly be seen or felt by those 
who are remote and ignorant of the real condition of things, 
it is not at all wonderful that such opposite and conflicting 
views should so frequently be taken, by the new and old 
States, of the policy that should be pursued in reference to 
the public lands. These conflicting views must lead to con- 
flicting measures, increasing in violence as the population 
and the political weight of the new and old States approach 
nearer to equality. Like all other conflicts of the kind, they 
^1 run into the Presidential contest, adding to its violence, 
and, through it, influencing and distuibing the general policy 
of die Government 

That there is, in fact, a growing tendency to conflict, and 
that its force has increased with the growth of the new States, 
will not be denied by any conversant with the proceedings 
of Congress fur the last ten or twelve years, and who have 
witnessed the increase, both in numbers and excitement, of 
questions growing out of the public lands. The cause in 
which it originates will continue to act with increased 
Btrength, Just in proportion as the State becomes more ca- 
pable of asserting with effect their views of the policy which 
ought to prevail in reference to the lands, until they shall 
have attained an ascendency in the councils of the Union, 
when they will demand as a right, much more than what 
they would now readily accept as a satisfactory adjustment 
That period is not remote. Under the census of the present 
year, they will probably have two-fiAha of the House of 
Kepresentatives. In two or three years, three or four addi- 
tional States will be ail milled into the Union ; which will 
give the new States twentv-six out of the sixty members of 
the Senate ; and they will then have about one-third of the 
electoral college, tn ten years more, under the census of 
1850, they wiU not improbably have an ascendency in the 
Union. It is not dfficult to foresee that, if nothing should 
be done, the whole of the intervening period would be one 
of agitation, and conflict in reference to the public lands, 
tendered more violent by the mischievous and dangerous in- 
fluence it would exercise over the presidential question; and 
that the longer the adjustment of the sulnect is delayed, the 
more the passions will be excited, and the more difficult it 
will be to reconcile opposing demands. Surelv then, it is 
the part of wisdom and patriotiam to adjust tha question 
white it can be done quietly and eauly, and on fiiir and 
equitable terma, to the mutual benefit of all, instead of leaving 
it open, at the hazard of losing the whole of the public lands, 
with all the mischievous and dangerous conaequencea that 
would flow from the struggle. 

Having now presented the reasons for the passage of the 
bill, the committee will next proceed to consider the objec- 
tions against it At their head stands the objection that the 
cession would, in fiict, prove to be but a surrender of the 
lands to the States. It assumes that the States would not 
comply with the conditions of the cession ; that they would 
neglect or refuse to pay over to the Government ita share of 
the purchase money ; that there would be no way of enforcing 
payment ; and that, in the end, the lands would be lost with-' 
out compensation. It will not be denied that it is possible 
that such might prove to be the case ; but, it may be a^ed, 
is there not also a possibility that the laiids may be lost if 
nothing riioold be done! It ia, at the worst hazard against 
haiaid; and the only question is, which is the greater! 
Whether it is more probable that the States would violate 
their pUghled frith, solemnly given to an arrangement at 
once just and liberal, supported by their votes, and in the 
obaervanoB of which they would have a strong interest ; or, 
thasin th» unig^ reaultiog from onnflirting viewa of poliqf 



in reference to tfie public lands, they would be k^tiatfw 
violence of die conflict, if something be not done to prevvac ii ! 
It is, in reality, a question of probability between the Mibsnit 
violation of faith, the utter want of a aenae of juatiea on tiie 
part of the States, and that of taking justice into their 
hands, under a feeling of resentment resulting frooi ibc 
pression of wrong, well or ill-founded. In vr ei g hiny 
probabilities, it may be asked, whether there ia aoy joai caase 
to distrust the good faith of the new States 1 Th^ haive afl 
pledged their faith to the Government, in lelercnce ta i ~ 
lands, in assenting to the conditions of their admi asii n p 
the Union ; pledg^ among other things, not to tax then 
five years after they are sold. Have thej violated tfaja, ar 
any other pledge, in a single instance 1 Haa it nttA, on the 
contrary, been faithfully observed, under mudb pecnniarf 
and fiscal embarrassment on the part of many of the Stataa, 
when the exerdse of the power of taxing woold have afibcdsd 
substantial relief 1 Why, then, doubt their good ftith in nfea- 
ence to the proposed arrangement ? But a much deeper and 
more comprehenaive question may be propounded. If tbt 
faith of the States is not to be trurtcd, what becomea of ov 
system of government 1 On what other foundatiaB 4aes it 
rest, but on their fidelity to their engagements! Wfaal ia ear 
constitution, but a compact between the states resting on that 
plighted frith 1 What is thb Government hut the aSkpmg 
of that pledge t And is it becoming in us, who dcnve oar 
existence from it to estimate lightly rise faith of the Smiea! 

But the bill does not rely simply on their good frith fcr 
the observance of the conditions of the cessioo, aacied as it 
ought to be regarded. It provides that the viobtion of aoy 
of the conditions, and, among others, that of paying over to 
the Government its share of the annual prooMdsof ihesdes 
of the public lands, at the time fixed, shall work a forfritnra 
of the cefaioni and that all grants from the Siale^ foriaoda 
iold subsequent to such violation, shall be uaH and void: 
thus placing the whole under the jurisdiction oC the coorta, 
and making it the interest of the State and its citizens to ad- 
here to the conditions. A violation would have the efiect af 
arresting the sales of the land within the Stale. No ooa 
would be willing to purchase under a doubtful tille; and it 
is not probable that a State for the sake of the inconsidEnble 
sum to be gained by retaining the Government sbare of the 
sales of the preceding year, would expoee itself and iis citi- 
zens to the embarrassment and loas which would result bam 
the stoppage of the sales. Add to these conaideratiaDs te 
effect which the liberal and generoua policy propoaed by tbs 
bill must have in binding the States to the frithfol ofaaerraaoc 
of their engagements, and the committee fed convineed that 
there is, to say the least a reasonable aasurance, audi as the 
wise and prudent rely on in the boaineBa tranaactioo a of fifa^ 
that the Suttea would frithfuUy abide by the conditiooa of tbe 
cession, should the bill pass; and that there would be frr leai 
hazard of losing the lands, than under the aystem as it aam 
stands. 

But it may be asserted, that the relation of dchtsr and 
creditor between the Statea and this Government is dangooai^ 
and ought to be avoided. The committee do not think thst 
this bill establishes such relation; but admittiog the o^Teo- 
tion in its full force, may it not be asked, in torn, if the 
present relation of landlord, which the GovemmeDt bears la 
the new Statea, is not one equally objectionalde and daBge^> 
ous, and more difficult to reconcile with the principleaof our 
government! If the choice were between them, the aiiBpIs 

Saestion would be, which is preferable — that the new SlaiCB 
tiould become dd>ton to the Government ao frraatofas 
obligated to pay over to it annually, out of the onappniprisaBd 
proceeds of an existing fund in hand, derived from tfaa ceded 
lands themselves, the sum of one or two faondred Aoosend 
doUan each ; or, that they ahoold have about iwo4hiids of 
their domain under ita axduaive regulation and eontral, widi 
the dependence it creates^ and all its hniiliaiing and bu»- 
chievous consequences 1 The committee would nol oooaeBt 
to place the Statea, with their viewa, in the lehlioB of deblflB 
to this Government without strong reasons; bm they cannet 
doubt that in thiacase, it is far belter frr both that the picaBBt 
rdation ahould be aopeta cd ed, even woe that of dafaior and 
CRdnoTfliibfltitiitMi fai Aa 
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But it may be objected bj lonie, thai the lends would not 
be ee prudently and fluthfiUly managed by the Statea, if placed 
under their adminiatration, aa they now are. It is not to be 
diaguSaed, that there would be great difficulty in the way of 
thor management if the ceiaion should be absolute, leaving 
the lands to be disposed of by the States, without limitation 
or restriction. It is easy to see that, in such caae, there would 
apring up a competition between the States; each strtving 
to turn the tide of immigration in its favor by lowering the 
price of lands, or making the terms of sale more favorable, 
or granting them away on the simple condition of settlement 
If one State should commence the policy, all would be com* 
peUed to fc^ow it ; and the consequence would be, that the 
whole system would fall into confusion, to be followed by 
the loss of the lands, and opening a wide field for speculation 
and monopoly. But effectual guards are provided against this 
danger, by adopting the present system, in all parte, aa modi- 
fied by the bill, with the provision that it shall not be altered 
but l^ the consent of Congress; thus giving the system 
•qnal unifocmity with the present, with increMed stability. 
With these guards, there can be no rational doubt of the 
peifcct competency of the Statea to manage successfully (lie 
administration of the public lands. They are more familiar 
with the aubjects than Congress: would have more leisuie 
to bestow on them ; and be much less liable to be influenced 
in their administration by other and distracting interests. It 
is a hei, which will not be contested, that Congress, taken 
aa a body, ia more deficient in knowledge in relation to the 
public Ittida, than any other anbject on which it is called to 
act; and thia is not surprising, when the voluminous legis- 
lation, and the vast and multifarioua character of the subject, 
are taken into oonsademtion« It is notorious, that, on most 
subjects connected with the public lands, particularly that of 
daims, a large portion of both Houses have to act more on 
hiih in the few who are aequainted with the subject, than 
on their own knowledge. Far different would be the case 
with the Legislatures of the new States ; each would be 
fiuniliar with the sulject within the limits of the State ; and 
as questions growing out of the kmds would be the important 
and leading onea, the membera desirous of reputation or in- 
fluence would take care to make themselves thoroughly ac* 
quainted with them. To sum up the whole in a few words: 
Of all aubjects of legislation, land is that which more em- 
phatically reqoirea a local superintendence and administra- 
tion ; and therefore, ought pre-eminently to belong, under 
oar System, to State legislation ; to which this bill proposes 
to subject it exclusively in the new States, as it always has 
b^sn m the old. 

But another question, in this connexion, remaina to be 
eonsideTed. To ananre a judiciona and faithful administra>- 
tion of the lands^ the Statea must not only be competent, 
but also be attentive and vigilant in their administration ; 
whieh pressBts the question, Is there any assurance that 
anch wouM be the case 1 The answer to this question will 
depend chiefly on the interest they may have in their man* 
agement; and that, again, on the share of the proceeds of 
the sales of the lands to be left with them, as a compensation 
Ibr their expense, trouble, and responsibility ; snd that brings 
up the inquiry. What ought that compensation to be 1 It is 
easy to decide the quesdon in the abstract, but not a little 
difficult to fix on the present amount There can be no 
doubt that it ought to be sufficiently large to identify com- 
pletely the interest of the States and the government. Such 
a compensation would unite their interest and the weight of 
their joint authority in favor of a judicious and faithful ad- 
Bunistration, by which the revenue derived from the lands 
would be increased, to their mutual profit, and give stabile 
ity and sooeess to the measure. 

Coming aa a majority of the committee do, from the new 
States, they are restrained by a feeling of delicacy from offer- 
log an o|»nioo as to the precise compensation that would be 
anfficient to secure these important advantages. The bil^ 
aa totrodoeed, provides for the payment of one half of ^e 
gross annual proeeeda to the Government; -leaving the other 
to the States, for their expense, trouble^ and reaponaibil- 
Hgr. Without iiadertaking iha inquiry, whether it would 
w w«qU Ml be • liifikieBt allowvsioa, tbty pfopoia to strike 



out that portion of the bill, so as to leave it in blank, to be 
filled by the Senate, aAer full deliberation ; and have, accord- 
ingly, reported an amendment to that effect 

In order to aid its deliberation in this particular, it may 
be proper to repeat, that the gross average amount of income 
from the lands embraced in the bill has been sssumed to be 
two millions five hundred thousand dollars; and the annual 
expense, taken in the broad cense already explained, has 
been estimated at five hundred and fifty thousand dollars; 
which would be twenty-two per cent on the gross income 
as asaumcd, and which, it is presumed, all will admit ought 
at least to be allowed. The only question that remains, is, 
what additional sum ought to be allowed, in order to insme 
that identity of interest which is indispensable to the proper 
working and tho com[^ete success of the measure 1 

It may possibly throw some light on the uuhject, and fa- 
cilitate the decision, to state, that the bill to appropriate, for 
a limited time, the proceeds of the sales of the public lande of 
the United States, and for granting certain lands to certain 
States, which was introduced in 1832, and passed, but was 
vetoed by tho President, allowed, in addition to the five per 
cent fund, twelve and a half per cent of the proceeds of the 
sales to the Statea within which the lands were situated, 
over and above their cqoal distributive share with tho other 
States, of the remaining portion of their proceeds. Should 
that percent be considered by the Senate as a sufficient ad* 
ditional compensation, it would raise the amount retained 
by the States out of the gross proceeds, for their compensa* 
tion, to thirty -four and a half per cent; and, conseqttently« 
increase the amount proposed by the bill as it stands, to be 
paid by the States to the Government, from fifty to sixty-five 
and a half per cent But, whether that ought to be allowed, 
or the one proposed in the bill, or some other intermediate 
one, the committee do not undertake to decide. Their oh* 
ject ia simply to give results, in order to afford the Senate 
the means of judging. But they feel aasured that true policy 
requirea that the compensation shook! be libeml; and that, 
however liberal it may be, within tlie bounds of justice and 
reaaon, the Government will be much more compensated 
for any aupposed loss in its finances, by the many and great 
advantages which would follow, in other respects. 

The committee have now, after a full and calm inveatiga* 
tion, presented the opinion they have formed of the genmal 
merita of the bill; but, aa decisive as it is in its fevor, com- 
pared with the existing system, they feel that they have not 
yet completed their taak* In order to justify a Acommend* 
ation of iti adoption, they must go one step ferthcr, and 
show that it is preferable to the only other mcaanra which 
has been purposed on the same aubject: they refer to the 
scheme of distributing the proceeds of the sain of the publia 
lands among the States, lliey do not intend to enter into 
an elaborate examination of the merita of that acheme; it 
would be aoperfluous, after the full and able diacussion of 
the subject on a recent occasion. Their object is simply to 
compare, briefly, the two measures, in reference to their more 
prominent featurea. 

Of the two, then, the scheme of distribution is by fer tho 
most comprehensive and sweeping. 1 1 extends to the whole 
of the public domain, as well to that lying in the new States, 
aa that in the territories snd beyond, reaching to the Pacific 
Ocean, containing, aa has bten stated, ten hundred and 
eighty-five millions of acres. It proposes, as the committee 
understand the scheme appsrently to transfer for a limited 
time, but in fact forever, the whole proceeds of thia vast do- 
main from the public treasury to the separate use of the Statea, 
without eompensation. It would be, in fact, a gratoitooa 
and unconditional cession of the whole public domain to the 
States, in their separate capacity. The leas of revenue to 
the Government from that source would be total — not leaa 
than five or six millions annually, instead of a few hundred 
thousand only. After what has been stated, little need be 
said in reference to the bill, to show the difference, in theae 
respoeti, between the two measures. It \m sufficient to re- 
peat, that the liU embracea leaa than one-aixth part of tho 
public domain, and that, for the most part, mere ramoants of 
aa inferior quality t that the oearion ia, in fiwt, not a gift, 
but a conditional lale for aa adequate oompanattion | aad 
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thai its eflects on the finances of (he Government woold be 
ineonsblerable, even if fixed at what is proposed by the 
bUI. 

In a political point of view, the contrast is not less strik- 
ing. The scheme of distribution, regarded in that aspect, 
would not be accompanied by a single compensation for the 
heavy loss to the public treasury. The buuness of Congress 
would not be in the least contracted, nor the sessions short- 
ened, nor the patronage of the Government diminished, nor 
the dependence of the new States reduced, nor the tem!ency 
to conflict between them and the old States arrested; and, bo 
iar from lessening the hazard of loosing tho public lands, it 
would be greatly incieased, by bringing 'their intexests into 
more direct and intense conflict. 

Nor is the contrast, as to the objects of the two measures, 
leM striking. That of distribution is to pervert a common 
fund, intended for the common benefit of the States, in 
their united federative character, to the separate use of the 
States in their individual character, as distinct communities; 
while, on the contrary, the object of this bill is to dispose of 
the common fund to the best advantage, regarding the States 
in their united federal character, and making no changCt nor 
any reduction in income from the lands but such as a just 
regard to sound policy may demand. 

The committee will conclude their report on this import- 
ant measure by a few brief remarks on the only material 
amendment which they have proposed to the bill — that of 
adding a section authorizing the States, at their discretion, 
and within certain limits, to pass pre-emption acts. It pro- 
vides that the States may at the several stages of graduation, 
as provided for in the bill, give a preference to actual settlers 
on the land at the time of graduating, and at the graduated 
price, if they should enter and pay for the same within 
three months. They have reported this amendment from a 
deep conviction that the principles both of graduation and 
preemption are necessary, under existing circumstances, to 
the soccessful operation of the land system, and that, with- 
out them, this measure would be imperfect. The necessity 
originates in the great extent of the public domain to which 
the Indian titles are extinguished, and which lies open and 
ready to be occupied by the first comer. By reference to 
table marked D, it will be seen that the whole quantity of 
lands to which the Indian titles have been extinguished, 
from tho beginning of the Government to the 1st of January 
last, is 8 19,736,3 12 acres; of which there have been sold by 
the Governments 1,083, 191 acres, and granted to the States 
and individuals 12,690,334 acres; leaving yet unaold 225, 
962,787 acres. 

In addition, it must be borne in mind that the unsold lands, 
to which the Indian titles have been extinguished. lie inter- 
aperaed among the sold, and that they are scattered over a 
vast region of about five hundred and forty-six thousand five 
hundred square miles — the extent of the new States and 
Territories ; a surface equal to more than eight times tbat of 
Virginia. If to theee facta we add the strong disposition 
that our people have to emigration, particularly the poorer 
and more enterprising classes, with the view of finding an 
independent home, and bettering their condition, and how 
many are without the present means of purchasing, as well 
as how much of the unsold land is worth less than the mini- 
mum price, some conception* may be formed of the great 
numbers who must in time settle on the public lands with- 
out purchasing, or possessing a legal title. It requires but 
little reflection to aee that occupation and improvement will, 
in a short time, attach the feeling of property to their pos- 
aesiions. They, in fact, constitute the primitive right to 
lands — a right preceding all paper grants or titles, and de- 
rived directly from the Author of our being. With the growth 
of that feeling, the right of each occupant would be regarded 
by all others as sacred, and not to be disturbed. It would 
become so strong with time, and with the growing numben 
and strength of the settlers, that no one would dare to enter 
or puxchase the land occupied. It would outrage the sense 
of justice of tho whole body of occupante, who would make 
common cause, so as to endanger the safety of the bold in- 
truder. As soon as that point is reached, no other title to 
the public lands would be sought or desired, but posaeesiwi 



and improvement ; when all sales woald eeasie, nod wbea 
the right of the Government to the lands would be dnse- 
garded, and virtually superseded. The evil would be be- 
yond the civil power; and the nature of om* Government 
and a feeling of sympathy would forbid expulsion ty mili- 
tary force. It will be readily perc<»ived that this proccea 
would be accelerated and strengthened by the fact that tbB 
occupants would, under the constitutions of the States, be 
citizens entitled to vote for the memben of their Legisia- 
tures and of the popular branch of Congress, and woold 
thus constitute a great and powerful portion of thcsr eon- 
stituents, united in one compact body, and having one al^ 
Borbing interest, directed exclusively to securing their n^bt 
to the lands occupied, to the great disturbance of the rego- 
lar course of legislation, both of Congress and of the Scare 
Legislatures. 

That such would be the result, unless something shooU 
be done to prevent it, cannot be doubted ; and the only qiiea- 
tion is what can be done 1 

The first and most natural impression is, to prevent the 
occupation of the unsold lands. It seems contrary, at firet 
glance, to the feelings of jusdoe, that individuals should be 
permitted to occupy and use, as their own, what bekmga to 
the whole community ; and still more so, that those who are 
intruden and trespassera should profit by their intmsioos 
and trespasses ; and it is natural to conclude, that introdos 
ought to be kept off, or expelled if they take po s a csai ond — 
But a little reflection will be suflkient to show the imprac- 
ticability of this course. The vast amount of these unsold 
lands, extending over limita sufiicient for an empire, plaoes 
it beyond the civil power of the Gpovemment, or any other 
which would or ought to be pot into ita possession. It would 
take a whole army of marahals and deputies to be constant- 
ly employed. To think of the military power, would be 
out of the question. To effect it by the army, the present 
establishment would have to be more than doubled, at an ex- 
pense greatly exceeding the worth of the lands, (o say not- 
ing of the objections to the use of such force against a por- 
tion of our own fellow-citizens, in other pointo of view. 

As it is, then, impracticable to prevent the occupation of 
the unsold lands of the Government by settlers, it only re- 
mains to mitigate an evil, if such it may be, that cannot be 
prevented. The committee can perceive no other meana of 
doing it, than by a judicious system of pre-emption, and re- 
duction of price, combined ; the eflect of which would be, 
from time to time, to induce the settlera to purchase, both 
by bringing the price within their means, and exciting them, 
from the fear of losing their settlementa, to raise the par- 
chase money by industry and economy. Hence the poliey 
of limiting, as is provided in the amendment, the ri^it of 
pre-emption, not only to lands subject to graduation, hot to 
the respective periods of graduating. It is thus, if any way, 
that the number of occupanta without legal titles may be re- 
duced, and the indncementt to form a combined body to 
maintain their possessions weakened ; the evil thereby be 
brought within moderate limita, and the loss of the lands 
prevented. 

The committee are of opinion that no measures ean be 
devised so well calculated to efiect these important objeota 
as that embraced by the bill, with the proposed amondmeot 
It woold unite the joint interest and authoritp^ of the Govern- 
ment and the States to maintain the system as modified by 
the bill; while the right secured to the States torednca 
prices and grant pre*emptlons, at their discrddon, woold 
place the exercise of the power in the hands of those most 
competent, from their knowledge of the subject, to exercise 
it with skill and fidelity. Each State would judge and actfer 
itself, within the prescribed limita, without havingany motiva 
to accelerate or retard the progress of graduating, or to extend 
pre-emptions beyond what ita interest would demand. The 
great advantage of this local discretion and action willbeTeadi- 
ly underatood by adverting to the great difibrenee in the 
character and quality of the lands in Uie west and sonthweslv 
compared with the northwest, and how differently the pow- 
er should be applied In the two cases. The former are 
covered with large and unproductive trecta of mne bsmua 
and swampSi wim a teiy small portion of good ]aBdaM»> 
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■persed; while the great body of the other is fertile, and that 
which is not is, for the most part, adjacent to that which is, 
and haa, in consequence, a value imparted to it for residence, 
timber, or other materids. In the one case, reduction and 
pre-emption may be necessary to the full extent provided for 
by the bill as amended ; while, in the other, they may either 
not be applied at all, or much more sparingly. This flexi- 
bility in the application of tbe principle, adjusting itself to 
the local and peculiar condition of each State, gives a great 
and decided advantage, in this respect, to the arrangement 
embraced in the bill, over the inflexible and uniform applica- 



tion of the tame scale of reduction and pro-emption to States 
so differently situated, and having such different interests, as 
would be the case under the existing land system. 

The committee, having present^ the result of their de- 
liberations on the general merits of the measure proposed, 
have, in conclusion, to state that tbeir report has been drawn 
up on the supposition that expenditures in the new States, 
by this Government, for internal improvements, would cease 
should the bill pass ; and have, accordingly, included them, 
in the estiihates of expenditures, as constituting a corres- 
ponding saving to the General Government. 



A. 

Statement of the public lands, exclutive of tlote situated in the Territories, made up to January 1, 1840. 



- A  

STATES. 


Sold. 


Granted for va- 
rious purposes. 


Unsold including 
lands unsurveved. 


Purchase money 

received for 

lands sold. 


Surveyed, 


•Unsurveyed. 


Ohio 


Acres. 

12,936,830 31 

15,158,702 01 

11,336,621 45 

7,217,167 62 

10,425,489 95 

9,543,409 87 

2,840,361 36 

9,159,898 48 

2,464,710 02 


Acres. 

1,842,911 72 

1,074,163 65 

1,537,317 68 

1,212,426 00 

1,363,832 00 

833,550 00 

613,789 00 

969,759 00 

976,896 00 


Acres. 

1,776,210 69 

4,396,494 09 

19,059,707 55 

31,811,840 38 

19,910,148 05 

11,543,826 13 

16,983,408 64 

•20,988,734 52 

28,027,304 98 


Acres. 
22,467,036 81 
19,326,301 22 
14,207,046 39 

9,553,588 91 
16,893,459 88 
12,923,154 81 

3,816,963 87 
11,524,947 44 

3,110,897 87 


Acres. 
16,555,952 17 
20,227,108 59 
27,611,564 46 
27,861,982 00 
29,889,810 19 
20,791,826 32 
14,067,101 18 
19,665,957 39 
16,172,188 62 


Acres. 

407,164 41 

4,322,171 54 

12,419,454 00 

1,809,659 81 

1,128,959 68 

6,370,557 82 

11,452,434 60 

15,296,722 38 


Indiana .•.......« 


Illinois ........... 


IMiflMonri ......... 


Alabama •...»«... 


Mississippi 

Louisiana 

Michiean r , t %,*,-, % 


Arkanttai^f 1 1 1  > • * . . 


Total 


81.083.191 97 


10^24 6d.'> O.*) 


154.497.765 0.^ 


113,823,397 20 


192,803,490 92 


53,207,124 24 




UA,vi»«#,aw« VI _— ,-~-,— -— — _ __,__.,.^ w 


- - ■- \ 

Granted for military bounties . . 
Snerial srants. ..........*Ttt- 


10,424,645 05 

5,831,095 00 

258,301 00 




Total grants 




16,514,041 05 









• This is exclusive of 8,032,440 acres, not yet ceded to the United States, in Michigan, and about five or six hundred 
thousand in Ohio and Indiana ; making, in all, about nine millions and a half. 



Estimate of the probable expense incident to the manage- 
ment f^the public lands embraced in the billf if the pre* 
sent system should coTitinue, based on data derived from 
its paet operations. 

For surveying and selling, (see annexed e^ ti- 

mateNo.1,) $8,112,251 

For extinguishing Indian titles, (see annexed 
stetement, ^o, 2,) 3,841,236 

For grants and donations, except every 16th 
aection for school lands, based on the actual 
quantity heretofore granted, estimated at 
$1 25 per acre, and on the supposition that 
the grants and donations will be as great 
bereaifler, in proportion to the quantity to be 
sold, as they have been for that sold,^.^ . . . 7,017,540 

For internal improvements, excluding expen- 
ditures on the Mississippi and Ohio, and in- 
doding the Cumberland road, deducting the 
two per cent fond applicable to that road,. 6,039,374 

For additiooal expense of Congress lif legislat- 
ing for the new States, based on the average 
expense of the last ten years, amounting to a 
fiaction over 770,000 dollars annually ; (see 
annexed statement. No. 3,) and on the sup- 
position that one-seventh of tfie expense was 
chargeable to that branch of legislation, 
whidi wonld make annually 110,000 dol-^ 
Ian, and, multipled by 80, the number of 
yean required to diqioae of the lands em- 
braced in the bill, would amount to 8,800,0^ 

Add for 6 per cent fond, propoaed by the bill 
to be snrnnderad by the Statee, on the sun 
of |S04,3S5»!»6«, ttM eatimated amount of 



imsold lands in the new States, at $1 25 
per acre, (see annexed statement by the 
Commissioner,) 10,314,263 

Making a total expenditure, including the 5 
per cent, fund, for the 80 years required for 
selling the public hmds m the new SUtes, of ^4,094,563 



Which, divided by 80, the length of time supposed to be 
necessary to dispose of the whole lands embraced in the bill, 
would give for the average annual sum a fraction above 
550,000 dollars. 



Estimate of the expenses for surveying and selling the 
lands yet remaining in the States, made by the Commif 
sioner of the General Land Office. 

Cost of surveying and platting * 62, 139,564 

acreff,at$l 96 |1,31 6,935 45 

Compensation of the registers and receivers 

on 163,430,205 acras, at $1 85^*204,- 

285,356 acres, at $3 05, 6,230,700 31 

Expenditures of the General Land Office on 

*163^30,305 acres, at 4 1-16 mills,. . . . 664,616 17 

Total, $8,113,251 98 



TMvhich ahould be added the probable cost of puichaaing 
lie Indian title to 8,933,440 acres in Michigan. 

   

*Theee amoonto include the 8,933,440 actw not yet ceded 
in Michigan* 
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C. 

Statement thovivg^ the aggregate quantity of pnblie lands in the United Statet which had been B9ld on the 90th 9/ 
September, 1837 ; aUo the tptantity which remained unsold on the tame day i all of which were at variouM timea 
offered at public tale, from the earliest penod of the tafet to the 1st of January, 1838, exclusive of the Territmee. 



' 


Twenty years and over. 


From 15 to 20 yeats. 


Public lands offered for sale prior to, 
and in the year 1817. 


Public lands ofiered for sale in 1818 
to 1822, inclusive. 


Sold. 


Unsold. 


Sold. 


Unscdd. 


Aggregate, exdunTe of Territories. . 


Acres. 
17,982,9^)7 46 


Acres. 
14,276,156 15 


Acres. 
20,103,604 76 


Acres. 
21,929,436 88 



TABI«i: CONTIlfUJED. 





1 

From 10 to 15 years, , 


From 5 to 10 yearn 


Public lands o0ercd for sale in 1823 
to 1827, inclusive. 


Public lands oHered for sale in 1828 
to 1832, indusiTe. 


Sold. 


Unsold, 


Bold. 


Unsold. / 


Aggregate, exclusive of Territories. . 


Acres. 
9,820,057 80 


Acres. 
16,086,052 11 


Acres. 
10,862,381 32 


Acres. 
15,714,902 82 



JSxhibit of the aggregate quantity of land ceded to the United States, shewing the quantity not disposed of in each 
State and Territory on the 30/A of September, 1838, and which will be subject to the operation of any system of 
graduation or distribution that may be adopted. 



State or Territoiy. 


Estimated quantity in 
each Sute and Ter^ 
rilory to which the 
Indian title has been 
extinguished. 


Total grants for 
schools, canals, and 
other objects. 


Quantity sold on the 
30th of September, 
1838. 


Balance remaining af- 
ter deducting kinds 
granted and sold.* 


Ohio 


Acres. 
16,656,952 
20,457,393 
31,933,736 
40,241,436 
31,699,470 
21,920,786 
20,437,559 
31,118,892 
29363,925 

7,082^2 
31,468,911 
36,755,840 


Acres. 

1,842,911 

1,074,163 

1,637,317 

1,212,426 

1,363,832 

833,550 

613,789 

969,757 

1,000,763 

196,745 

976,896 

1,068,195 


Acres. 

12,602,636 

14,262,967 

9,786,594 

5,870,023 

10,212,233 

9,291,795 

2,056,890 

8,986,450 

^ 1,085,228 

2,231,272 
748,743 


AcreoL 
2,110,405 
6,120,273 
20,609,826 
33,158,987 
20,123,405 
11,796,441 
17,766,880 
21,162,163 

84»«64,a81 


TndiariA ..... 


Dlinois. 


Miflsonri 


Alabamar ...«.*,..1-^.■^'^ 


MimsifHiinni >... 


Tifluisiana ••*...* -- 


Miehimn ...>...■>>■•.■ 


IVisconsin ......•.■■«.t 


Iowa .••.......••....•t 


Arkansas ••••• 


28,260,743 
34.938.902 


Florida 


Total 


» » — » - 1 


319,536,232 
200,080t 


12,690,334 


77,134,821 
3,948,370t 


229,711,076 




319,736,312 


— «..* ... 


61,083,191 





^ ^ I in the nnsaneyed portion, which eoald not be wthnatrf lor want of the pnqper data. 

t Add for Indian titles, since eztingniahed, 200,080 acres. Sec letter annexed, \ Shioe toU, to Jannaiy 1, 1840, 
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Pre-eoiptloB Lair. 

An act supplemental to the act entitled *< An act to grant 
pie-emption rights to settlers on the public lands/* approv- 
ed June twenty-second, eighteen hundred and thirty -eight. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That, in all cases where a settler on the public lands 



lAke Superior. 

There can be but little doubt, we thinks that this grest in- 
land sea will, before long, be connected by a safe and eaiy 
navigation, with the waters of Erie. A paragraph in the 
" New Yorker" refers to tho fact Uiat the Legislature of 
Michigan, by memorial adopted at its recent iession, asked 
of the National Government aid to enable the State to con- 
may reside, or have his dwelling-house upon one-quarter sec- ! struct a canal around Sault St Marie, by which the naviga- 
tion, and cultivate land on another and different quarter sec- 1 tion tihould be opened to Lake Superior. The same paper 
tion, such settler may make his election under the act to ! remarks that the vast field for enterprise which would be 
'which this is a supplement, to enter either of said quarter i opened by such a work, can be imagined by persons ac- 
aectiono, or legal sub-divisions of each, so as not to exceed quainted with the writings of Schoolcraft and other travel- 
one-quarter section in all. I lers who have visited and described the Baltic of the Wee- 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in all cases where | tern Continent The lake is not without its ships, evennow, 
mn individual may have made an improvement on the pub- : u the American Fur Company have had a fine vessel built 
lie land, and had afterward leased or rented such improve- 1 on its shores ; and the North West Company, establiihed 



ment to another person, who was in possession of the saAe 
on the twenty-^econd of Jane, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, and for the period of four months neit preceding, or 
inrhen the lessor and lessee, together, occupied such improve- 
ment during said four months, the person who made such 
improvement, and so rented or leased the same, shall be en 



last fall in Bu^o, have recently, at a very great cost, suc- 
ceeded in getting a schooner round the Falls of St Mari»^ 
moving it at the height of thirty feet above the level of the 
lake about threo quarters of a mile. A company has been 
formed at Maumee, Ohio, which will embark in the Lake 
Superior trade this summer, and it possible, transport to it 



titled to the right of pre-emption, notwithstanding he may < a vessel from the lower lake ; and the Legislature of Michi- 



have been out of possession of his improvement during said 
four months, or any part thereof. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted. That every settler on 
the public lands, which were not surveyed at the passage 
of the act to which this is a supplement, and who, since the 
survey of such public lands has been ascertained to have 
resided at the date of said act, and for four months preced- 
ing, on a sixteenth section, set apart for the support of 
schools in any township, shall be entitled to enter at the 
minimum price any other quarter section of the public lands 
lying in the same land district, to which no other person has 



gan gave a charter to a Company for the same business the 
past winter, who are making arrangements to go into the 
mining business and fishing. 

The only obstruction that now exists to the opening of 
this lake for navigation, is at the Falls of St Marie, where 
a canal has been projected, surveyed, and estimated at 
$114,000 by the Sute of Michigan* The construction of 
this canal will add (o the range of steamboat communica- 
tion about sixteen hundred miles. Besides the vast forests 
which border the lake, accessible by navigable rivers to a 
considerable distance inland, it abounds with fish of the 



the right of pre-emption, on making satisfactory proof of , most valuable kinds, and has lead and copper ore in inez- 
his or her residence as aforesaid on such sixteenth section, ' H^uslible quantities: The fisheries of Lake Superior are 
before the register and receiver of the land-office of said dis- destined to give employment to a vast number of ships, and 
trict to be a nursery of seamen ; and tho trade in lumber, mine- 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That every person who rals, furs and fifh, which will follow the opening of a pas- 
Ynay have been a settler, witliin the meaning of the act to ! sage at St Marie, will constitute one of the most important 
which this is a supplement, on any public land before its se- ' portions of ^American commerce. The copper ore of Lake 
lection by any State for tlie purposes of a seminary of learn- ' Superior is said to bo decidedly the finest in the world. — 
ing, under any act of Congress authorizing such selection, { Vast beds of it, unequalled for purity, have been discovered 
on satisfiictory proof of the facts before the register and re- i on the surface, projecting above or half concealed by the 
ceiver of the district in which his improvements were situ- waters, and on the shores, so that but trifling cost will be 
ated, shall be permitted to enter at the minimum price, any incurred in obtaining cargoes of it — Baltimore Amer, 
other quarter section lying in the same land district to which 
no other person has tiie right to pre-emption. 

Sec 5. And be it further enacted, That the " Act to grant Neialy Discovered /«^an J.— The Evening Signal conteins 
pre-emption righte to settlers on the public lands," approved ^« following letter from an American Naval officer, dated. 
June twenty-second, eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, be, ^'^' Schb. Estibprisb, 



and the same is hereby, continued in full force till the twen 
ty-second day of June, eighteen hundred and forty two ; and 



Pemambucot May 6, 1840. $ 
My Dear ^ir, — I have the pleasure to communicate to 



the right of preempUon, under its provisions, shall be, and ! J^u the intelligence of the discovery of a new Island or 
hereby is, extended to all settlers on the public lands at the ^^ontinent, as it is called, in the Southern Ocean, by the 



date of this act, with the same exceptions, whether general 
01 special, and subject to all the limitations and conditions 



French Exploring ships Astrolabe and 2^1ie. This infor- 
mation was brought here by the English barque Calcutta, 



contained in the above-recited act, and with the explanatory i ^'[<^™ Van Dieman*s land ; on board of which were some spe- 



provisions of the prrcedinj^ sections of this act, and nothing 
in the last proviso of the act of ihe twenty-second of June, 
eighteen hundred and thirty- eight, shall be so construed as 
to defeat any right of preemption accruing under said act, 
or under thu act, or under any preoeding act of Congress ; 
nor shall said pre-emption claims be defeated by any contin- 
gent Choctaw location. 

R. M. T. HuKTKii, 
Speaker of the Uoute of JRepretentaHvee. 

Rh. M. JoHirsoiTj 
Vice Preoideni of the United States, 

and Pretidgnt of the Senate. 
Approved June 1, 1840. 

M. Van Bunxir. 



cimens of granite rock, and also a chart of the coast. The 
land has been called Adilie,* and is laid down from the long. 
139 deg. 30 m. east of Pairis, to 188 deg. HO m.; and latitude 
from 63 deg. to 67 deg. south. It is reported that the land is 
completely protected by an icy barrier extending many miles 
into the sea. As this will no doubt be tho first information 
received in the United States, t take much pleasure in con- 
vey big it to you. 

Tour friend and humble serv% 

J. A. WlHSLOW. 



No doubt in honor of the French Queen. 



Deluge of Tobacco.— Out public warehouses are cram^^ * v 



^Skarcity of Fieh. — Our firiiermen are making out but 
^«4v<^i«ioriy this season. A vessel which arrived at Marble- 



^- __- -, .« ^_ ^ ... .^ ^ . year ago, thia week, brought 2I.W0 fish ; nearly 

med with Tobacco, and no more can be received until the \ twice as many as tho whole eight vessels i-eported to^ay. 
15th of next month.^^cAf«onrf IVh'r, ' ^^'^'^ ^'"• 

Vol. IL^52. 
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The Oovernor't Teto. 

LANCASTER COUNTY LOAN COMPANY. 

MESSAGE 

To the Senate and Nouse of JRepretentativea of the 
Commonwealth of JPennavlvania, 

Gentlemen : — It becomes my duty to return to the Sen- 
ate the bin entitled an act to incorporate a bank to be called 
the '* Lancaster County I^oan Company/' without my sanc- 
tion, and to state with brevity the reasons that induce me to 
withhold it. This bill contemplates the establishment of a 
new bank, with a capital of $500,000, to be located in the 
dty of Lancaster. It provides for the payment of fifty per 
centum of each share subscribed in gold or silver, before 
the charter is issued, and prescribes, that real estate to the 
Amount of the shares subscribed by each person becoming 
a stockholder, shall be mortgaged by each of such stockhold- 
ers, respectively, to secure the payment of the notes, liabili- 
ties, Ac, of the bank. Trustees are designated, to whom 
these mortgages are to be given, and by whom the affairs of 
the bank are to be settled, in case of a forfeiture of its char- 
ter. Several excellent and salutary restrictions are imposed 
On the bank proposed to be created, and it seems as if the 
security aflbided to the public, was greater than that present- 
ed in the banking system hitherto acted on in Pennsylvania. 
It is manifest, however, at a glance, that this bill proposes 
to commence a new svstem of banking in this common- 
wealth. However safe it might eventually prove, it is an 
untried experiment here. Similar experiments have been 
attempted in other states with little success. But I do not 
propose to inquire how far the same fate is likely to attend 
the measure in this State. I express no opinion on that 
point Nor do I intend to follow out the details of the bill, 
and specify what might be regazdad as omissions and im- 
perfections, even admitting the general principle of the pro- 
posed system to be correct. This would require a mora 
thorough investigation of the details, both of this bill and 
of similar systems in those states wheie they have been es- 
tablished, than I have either thcT time, or the means to give 
the subject at the present moment. I shall, therefore, rest 
my objections on grounds of a general nature, that render 
them at this time imperative and insuperable. 

There are in the county of Lancaster, ** The Farmers' 
Bank of Lancaster,'* «*The Lancaster Bank,*" '*TheCo- 
Inrobla Bank and Bridge Company,*' the ** Branch of the 
Bank of Pennsylvania," having together a capital of about 
$2,000,000, and employing about $l,3j0.000 besides $10,- 
tK)0 paid in of the capital of the Savings Institution. The 
county of Lancaster is emphatically an sgricultural county. 
It is celebrated throughout the whole Union for the fertility 
of its soil, and the skill, prudence and industry of those who 
till it I cannot perceive any necessity for the establishment 
of another bank, with a capital of half a million of dollars 
in that county. I cannot learn alter the most careful in- 
quiry, that such necessity exists. A considerable portion 
of the capital already incorporated, has never been called 
in. The citizens of the county of Lancaster have now their 
foil share of bonks, and I cannot reconcile it to my sense of 
doty to absent to the creation of another. 

The tioie at which it is asked, during the suspension of 
spede povments, is also uopropitioua. I could not bring my 
miDd to die approval of any ImU incorporating a new bank, 
witKoot the most nodeniable necessity requiring it 9i any 
tiflke, and move especially, at a time when the banks of this 
eomDonwealih, already existing fail to fulfil their engage* 
nents with the public, and survive only by suflerence. 

There are in Peonsylvania fifty-two banks with an aggi^ 
leale capital of $60,000,000 or Ihereabonta. Until they re- 
suioe specie payments — answer the end for which they were 
estsMished, and the increase of hosiness renders it apparent 
that ibey are inadequate to supply tho wants of the coia- 
•ofiity* i 4iall feel it to be my dnty to renst any additions 
to ihe nnmt^^. Should finther experience, however, show, 
diaf the exiirtinf banking system is too defective to be modi- 
iM acrJ Uottgbt into a sute of soandoeai and stability, it 



will then become  question of die deepest BionieDt,boirit 
shall be substituted by another, if another be dccoed tin- 
sable. In the meantime, while the system alresdj eitsbU* 
ed remains, it appears to me to be the duty of lO depot' 
ments of the government to put forth eveiy poHtUe efixt 
to correct the evils of it and perfect the system by wA 
modifications and restrictions as experience sod jq&ioib 
reflection point out to be necessary. So far ss depadtopm 
nie, I shall continue while entrusted with the exeeoliie 
functions, to press the subject on the considcnlion ti tti 
legislature, with all the earnestness in my power, imtiiihp 
great ends of wholesome bank restrictions and refonn n 
substantially secured. The recommendations oontunediD ay 
annual message were made upon the fullest eoDsdentiei, 
and I am more and more persuaded that the adoption of thn 
would exert a very salutary and beneficial infloeDce, M 
without intending in the remotest degree to qneitioDtlMt» 
rectness of the opinion of the legislature on the soli^ I 
connot allow the occasion to pass by without expraain^of 
sincere regret though in terms of the most peifeet rapee^ 
that they have not thought proper, or found it cooicmoi, 
to adopt those recommendations on this subject 

I am fully aware of the obstaclea to be eDooQDtend a 
carrying those measures into eSocL I know HboiaBki^ 
of dianging and modifying the fnndameotal rales tod n- 
gulations of so many, and such powerful banking tntiii- 
tions as we have in this Commonwealth, is greet I km 
that habit long settled, a reluctance to change what iiaip' 
posed to be well understood, and a belief that theeviliOBB' 
plained of will soon cure themselves, all conspire to sogoat 
the difficulty and retard the progress of reform. Tbceedii> 
cultiea will. I trust soon yield to the inflDenoe of ran 
and experience — ^bnt should they prove powerful eoooflis 
prevent the passing of laws making the esKnfJsi and tbf 
rough refonn called for in the charters of all the banb eil- 
lectively, there is still a slow, but a sure method left of e* 
taining the same desirable result 

I'^he charters of the several banks in this CofflDosvciilb 
expire at diflerent periods between the present liaeiDdii 
year 1866. Within ten years the charters of teeptfeiB 
expire, and the remaining twenty-two atdifTereDttiiDesto- 
tween that and 1 866. It seems to me, that if til tho bub 
in the commonwealth, cannot be readily brought vaiaik 
efficient and thorough influence of reform stoiiee,theri|^ 
course is to regulate, restrict and control them,uiftelM0f 
as we can in the aggregate, and aa new applicaliofisfortke 
renewal of their charters, or for the establishment of atf" 
tional banks occur, to grant those applicationa onlj ooflA 
terms as will fully secure the safety of the iurtitiitioHK' 
newed or created, and the rights of the commQiiity. 

Let ti)is determination be rigidly adhered to, aodisifc* 
years we shall accomplish all Uiat is fouod impfarticsUitf 
once. A new system, sounder and better than the oUov. 
will gradually take its place, and, as I believe will at i^ 
years compel all the banks of which the ckaiten etfm* 
the nKwt remote periods, to solicit the same modiiieittac' 
their charters^ before they expire, or be destroyed io tk» 
timation and confidence of the public 

The character of banka, like that of individoslt. Dtse- 
ness, is the very life blood of their usefuloeK and po*^ 
Not only most their character fiv integrity and tohatj** 
condition, be untarnished and muscspected ia itsriC ^ ' 
most stand the test aacoeaslully in oomfiaiiaQB *ith thi« 
others. If it does cot the banker the indivahialiadBriiMi 
to a speedy downfaU. Theoperalian of thispri«q^'^ 
quires little illustration. In the case of the hanb it«<^ 
vions, that those banks ealablisbed en the ssfe sod aiv 
basis of reform, wiU dteerte and enjoy the hi^ v 
dence of the poblic They will soon draw fion tha^ 
their depoiite and bosinesB, and thns peve the iny fcraf 
nllimale peostalien, unless tlicj praent to die ^r' 
' same aecority oToirpBiialMML I »"?» *t^^rf!! 



in befieviog, tfatt wfaalesrr 
gressof refonn, »• a gcoen! 




afl^ 



gross 01 moffiB* p*  g«K3« - _ ^ lZ-^-K«^ ^ 
I ing aU the banks in this e«iml»JM»» ™"227*-f 
; eompleto trivnph of thoae who M^ WSLi 

distM^or in Iho kast degpaa doa^ «» ^^ 
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legisbtore to commeooe the work in good earnest ; it will' 
by its own impulse, surmount OTory impediment, and ma- 
ture itself. Had this bank proposed to be created, been a 
rsaevral of a former charter, or in the place of a bank that 
hskd formerly existed, it would have stood on different ground. 
The salutary restrictions in the bill would have given it a 
title to respect, they would have constituted at least one step 
ia the way of reforming our system of banking. This in- 
stitution would have b(>en marked as the beginning of a new 
era— >not, indeed when onr system is reduced to perfection, 
but when an attempt is made to approach it 

I have already stated, as I believe, that there is enough, if 
not more than enough bank capital in the county of Lancas-; 
ter for all useful purposes. ' Under such circumstances, should 
an additional bank be created there professedly resting on 
sounder principles of incorporation than the banks now in 
existence, what would be the inevitable result 1 Why, at 
the next session of the legislature, and at succeeding ses- 
sions, that body would be literally besieged with applica- 
tions from other counties for similar institutions. The 
amount of bank capital already existing would not be re- 
duced, nor would it afford any available objection to granting 
these applications, for this very case would be pleaded as a 
precedent — few counties, if any, can be found where the 
bank capital bears a greater proportion to business, than in 
the county of Lancaster — and the lefl^slature would be told, 
with great force of truth that there was as much reason in 
those counties for additional banks, as in the coun^ of Lan- 
caster. It requires but little experience in the affairs of the 
world, to enable us to predict the issue. Should argument 
fail, combination of interest would be all-powerful, and we 
moat probably, would see re-enacted the scenes which fol- 
lowed the incorporation of the litter of banks of 1 8 1 4. The 
new banks created, however sound in themselves, would 
speedily come in coUision with the banks now existing m 
superabundance, and a general crush must ensue. Can 
any person who remembers the events of 1814, '15, '16, and 
'17, in the county of Lancaster itself, desire to see them re- 
peated 1 Wide spread ruin and desolation maiked the flour- 
ishing inhabitants of that county for their prey. Prosperous 
and wealthy farmers were reduced to beggary in a few 
months. The spirit of wild and reckless speculation infected 
the whole mass of the community — ^property fell more than 
one-half in value in two or three years— upwards of a third 
of all the real estate in that county changed hands within 
that period, either under the immediate pressure of necessity, 
or the hammer of the sheriff. No person can survey those 
scenes at this distant day, without the deepest feetings of 
sstonsdmient and regret Let us not contribute to re-pn>- 
dttcs ihem. Let me not be misunderstood. I do not sup- 
pose that this deplorable state of things would be occasioned 
by ogning this bill alone. It is the example I fear. It is the 
stimulant it would fumiah to that most contagious of all 
things, inconsiderate speculation, prompted by the inordinate 
cupidity of man. It is because the step, if once taken, cannot 
be easily retraced. 

The experiment proposed to be tried by the creation of tins 
bank, if a good one, can be made at a more propitious time, 
and in a more suitable manner. I shall most cheerfully co- 
opeiate with the legislature, then, in improving our banking 
system. When, hereafter charters are proposed to be renew- 
ed, if they are deemed necessary, or if by forfeiture of their 
charters, or by other means, banks cease to exist, and others 
are required by the wants of the people, let them be incorpo- 
rated only on suctt terms as may be found most safe and 
expedient — ^whether those that this bill contains, be such as 
would answer this end, can be determined at the proper time. 
I cannot perceive any good reason for augmenting our 
present enormous banking capital in the county of Lancaster, 
or elsewhere. It does not seem to me, that it is called for by 
the demands of business, nor by any other consideration of 
sound policy. The matua for stock speculation appears to 
have had its day. Money is seeking other investments, in 
which, if the anticipstions of those who ei&bsrk are less bril> 
fiant, ths certainty on which they rely is ten-fold greater^— 
This ohsnge it is confidently believed Is for the bc^ ; it it 
the prscwior of relbnnatien and amendment, and justifies 



rational expectations of improvement in our condition, that 
could scarcely have been realized while we were driving on- 
ward in our late rash and headlong career. Patience, per- 
severance and unshaken firmness in the discharge of their 
respective duties, by the legislative and executive departments 
of the government, are all tbat is now wanting to correct the 
evils under which we suffer, and to prevent their recurrence 
in future. Create no additional banks — ^renew the charters 
of none but those that are indispensable, and those on terms 
of rigid security — hold them, one and all, to a strict accoun- 
tability under the laws; extend no further special indulgences, 
strengthen the guards upon them, and increase the restric- 
tions ; let these principles be sacredly observed in our legis- 
lation, and we shall soon see the monetaiy institutions of this 
commonwealth restored to die confidence of the people, and 
standing proudly erect among those of the sister states, as 
the firmest and most faithful to their engagements. If they 
cannot and do not occupy this position before the world, 
they are unworthy of Pennsylvania, and ought to give place 
to those that will reflect no discredit on the great State to 
which they are indebted for their existence. 

DAVID R. PORTER. 

ExiCUTlTE CSAMBKR, 

Harrisburg, June 11, 1840. 
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Re%pecUng the Appointment in the Army of pertotufrom 

civil Life. 

The Board for the examination of applicants for appoint- 
ment in the Army, will commence its sessions, annually, on 
the first Monday of September, when such candidates will 
be examined as shall have letters from the War Department 
authorizing the same. 

No candidate will be examined who is married ; who is 
under twenty or over twenty-five years of age ; who, in the 
judgment of the Board, has not the physical ability to en- 
dure the exposures of service ; who has any deformity of 
body, or whose moral habits are bad. 

The Board being satisfied of these preliminary points, will 
proceed to examine each candidate separately — 

1st. In his knowledge of Arithmetic, and his ability in 
the application of its rules to all practical questions ; 
in his knowledge of the use of Logarithms, and abili- 
ty to apply them in questions of practice ; in his 
knowledge of Algebra to the solution of simple equa- 
tions ; and in Ms knowledge of Geometiy, as far as 
to include the geometiy of planes, ratios, and pro- 
portions. 
2d. In his knowledge of Geography, particularly in rs- 
ference to the northern continent of America, and 
in his ability to solve the usual problems on the ter- 
restrial globe. Also in his knowledge of what b 
usually denominated popular Astronomy. 
3d. In bis knowledge of History, particularly in refer- 
ence to his own country. 
4th. In his knowledge of the political organization of the 
Government of the United States, as developed in 
the Constitution. ' 

Afler having completed the examination of all candidates 
who have presented themselves, the Board will then submit 
their names to the War Department in order of relative 
merit. In determining this order the Board will consider 
(en as the maximum of the first ; ten as the maximum of 
the second ; eight as the maximum of the third ; and six as 
the maximum of the fourth head ; and no candidate will 
be passed by the Board who shall not have received, in 
the judgment of the Board, at least half of the number of 
maximum marks, on each head or subject of examination. 
And any candidate havmg passed, who is also a graduate 
from any college, shall bo allowed five additional marks in 
his favor, which shall be taken into the account of his gene- 
ral merit. * 

J. R. POINSETT, 

Secretary of fFar, 
War Department, 1839. 
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The Albany Evening Janrnal eonUfaw a comnHmieatioB 
•ifDMl *'W, Y/' [U ilttam Yates, we prerame, who hm de- 
▼otrd much attention to the aubject of fad,] m which he 
■tatea that no mineral coal has ever been fband, or ia liktij 
to be found, within the limita of the State of New Yoik; 
but at a partial amend for thia deficiency, there are voy ez- 
timtlve and valuable deponta of auch coal in the nejghhnr* 
hood of Tioga river, near the South line of the Stale, wfaidh 
can no where find ao advantageooa a maiket aa at the tida 
waters of the Hudson. With a view to create audi an eu lkt, 
the Chemung Canal was constructed, leading Irom Ae^Eiie 
Canal, through Seneca Lake, to Elmira, in 
ty, with a branch or feeder extending to Tioga rhrer. 

In pursuance of the same policy, the Ln^ialaliiii , ai 
rent session, passed a law authorixing m loan c€ 
lAstMdNf/ d^fian in aid of the RailrMd bam the 
said branch, and the Coal Depot al Cerani^. 
(/OuntT» to the centre of the Tioga coal 
Pa, Also a law giving the Canal C4 
I authortxe the conveyance of coal on the 



Umr$ •«iwiir4 Mud IImi ■•ii«oa Indlam. 

^'tia gfiml HurUmnw ttf I ha Hfinsras or Nix Nations of the 
fMlsNS, IM fhi* Wlsi«i of !Ht*w York, have sent to CIov. Hew- 
arij •«! sditriMM, s«ilti iMiii his lndii«*ririi In breaking up the 
trssit imetilly Mistls by itielr rbUfs with the (iuvornment 
Nf Ifin I', MUM'S, till the siirrriiiler of the Imllsn possessions 
Ih Mis MlNle* aitit \\\** retiiovsl of the hmerss. They also 
ask bis sill III tssUlliig ths etetnitlnn o( the treaty. Gov. 
Hewsiit tspllis, 

** I lisve Miiiii'lliitM seen with regtet the sale of lands by 
tliitlsH lilhtis, wbih bsvliig a<bi|ileil the ouilonis of civillfted 
IlK ¥i¥t¥ Itenhitillin til enporbMH'e Its adviuttages and ei\)oy 
Its iMiiiitMits I Imvts hiuieover, always Iniiifnted and con 
iWHiitt>tt lite hsthts hiitrtlaiMl upon suoti ttlbtNi by agents of 
ttie HoMiMtiiteht Nit«i |millf<« liiteii>kted in procuring tlio re- 
ilMtiMlsliMOMtl of Ili«>lr IsMiU. Ho Ikr IVom lountenancing 
•mOi hsMiUsuit iMHoiUdig uiHMi tbe lguori\nce of the Indian 
t'bl«*IK I bsve (WouhI It tue lolenMi duty of the Oovern- 
\\m\\ to pioitH't tbe titfbts of tbe ln«1isu nstloiis and se«'ure 
lbt»m iillli«> aiinUtat tb»» tU^ids nud tbe \to)ence of white men. 
Huob A «'OMi*t« U «loe to tb(«m as survivors of the ancient 

iMO|Mlvtoi« ot \\w \^^\\\\\\\s It has l«eeii itusrantied by tree* | rates of toll they may think most uewluiiwe 
\\tm i^\\s\ It t« eotohisl In »v«rtM \\\ tbe lmUtM\« *\f this State nient of the internal trade and the ' ' ^ 
hN tb«Mvv>^Ue\ttou of tbeit aUi Am e in tbe dsv «^f their strength !*^Iq regard to the comparative 
aod ^u^ «SM^|w«Ht(>e MK^v^Kui"**. tu \^ar« oertlrtt txn K^ our Ti^^ga coal,** says the wiiier, *thc 
a^^v^ulAAis \\\\\ \\w\\%, atid \\\ xWh m^ \^f our hl>eitiesand im which have appeared, are decidcdlr ia iis 
^W^'O^b^^^v . i« ol' A hitumim^w* character, fte the 

\\\\\ \\\^ \s^\\m\\\\\^>>»i\ \sl^* iM^VWxisy a tnbuusl l\^«)e(er^ S^omwccrsL Its power of heat, 
l^^tH^^ \vb%'i^ th«^ pM^)(%' ()^^^^^t wUl Iv |H\^\ix>tvil bx tn^Atie^k ih«n the»e. and e^ual to the 
a^^tt t\^ ^t>>^V ^|s^^ fb^v^^ «^^u4^l^ A^d tu»ihN\ r^v" (V\>rut ctnia* which btter, oaths 
l«>^l\ \\ob \%»o\ ^s^'^^^^ bA^o\< NvM «|^|M>«tt%l AtKl r9UtV<\l K^rrdtormanQfiKturing 
|\\ ^hAi )«0«\«U4^ o t«A« U\NNiv iV U\^ *^ tbe hosts h vk^*^ >*-w* vt:h « 9ff^J* i^me, 
\ky<^ sv*4 \\oh »b^ >Ulv *w»t\>V'H^ h"»>;\»^NN»i iSv •*,-\>r«\V m tv\vd li»t, Fciva 
^W t^v^w \^M>> b>«i ^^ s\>*»t Ux1^\t^'« ^>*v tS» tSf^wsn*- xhrou^h an sppsrtaDrat 
n a^ ^^Vl«v*Mx\\s \>»M« >\iN^« <\^ K'\>N\UAy' *viXvx\\ ,\r^ iiu* i^*" *tsu.vr.Vnr ai a bee 

H^i ^s'^^'XN'^v rts •*« m v<M*\ Wt ^t W^i^ vAn^ i><--v » * 

wsV^•« A ^vA ♦. N.NN** ^^ iS*" > m^vv* va^4»nju^ ft r% '^ ;>< Tv *:.,t .5 *v cojJ ts. 

fW > ^«%> \..\ %'«•>• I if •K" «»•• A ^ ^u» ^'«f«Ubirw /t »)v ^.\ 
\ ,>» )\*\\ ♦>. V ^vy »K rxN\iA.M«M ««. «v>I |». m-'httT Tf«r<lw 




r*J*sr «>vu* sr^ i% j^r^rmc 

^. •^rt^ wnr snxtf. sou. 
A Hit wsM.itr inu Uu 

i«i-A-n "nil .A '-. z:tu a 
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The following note on the windt as connected with the 
nATigetion of the Atlantic in the vicinity uf our coast, has 
been printed Un circulation at Bermuda, and will be recog- 
niaed as emanating from a distinguished source. 

JV. T. Jour, of Com, 

If ote on the UTiBdt 

^9 If\/t%iencing the Cour$e» Sailed by Bermuda Veteelt. 

In high latitudes the atmospheric currents, when nndis- 
torbed, are westerly, particularly in the winter season. If 
storms and gales reroWe by a fixed law, and we are able by 
studying these disturbing causes of the usual atmospheric 
currents, to distinguish revolTing gales, it is likely that voy- 
ages may be shortened. 

The indications of a revoMng gale are, a descending ba- 
rometer with a regularly veering wind. 

In a voyage frtan Bermuda to New York in the winter, 
strong westOTly winds, together with the gulf-etream, would 
carry vessels attempting to sail direct to New York, to the 
eastward of their course. No doubt all seamen are aware of 
this, and do in consequence make some allowance by keep- 
ing to the westward. But according to nsual practice, on an 
east wind overtaking them, they would steer in a direct 
oouise for thsir destined port, making allowance only for the 
cunenty as the wind would be conndered a fiur one. If, 
however, the gale were a revolving one, the wind at first 
easterly, would veer until it became westerly : and would 
probably blow from the westward with increaseid force ; when 
the vessel would be carried off her course. It is therefore a 
subject deserving consideration whether advantage should 
not be taken of the temporary east wind in order to run to 
the westward neariy as far as the meridian of Cape Hatteras ; 
so that in the rest of the voyage to New York, the chance 
of reaching that port would be the same as that of coasting 
vessels in their voyage from the Carolinas, 

But should a dry easterly wind set in, and the barometer 
maintain its mean height, or rise above it, the case would be 
altogether different ; for these would be indications of a steady 
wiiid, and not of a revolving gale. The ship may then be 
steered direct for the intended port; and this shows that the 
hygrometer might prove a useful instrument at sea, though 
not hitherto used, that I am aware, in aid of navigation. 

Since vessels sailing from Bermuds and bound to New 
York or the Chosapoike, must necessarily cross the gulf 
stream, they will have an advantage in doing so beforo Uiat 
stream begins to set strongly to the eastward. For this 
reason, as virell as to have a better chance of getting to 
the westward, it would seem advisable on leaving Bermuda 
to make no Mrthing; but if the wind should at the time 
blow, for example, from the northwest, to sail free upon the 
starboard tack, and to keep on this tack until the vessel be so 
lar advanced as to fidl into the northerly current of the gulf 
stream ; and this might prove to be the best course to pursue, 
even should the ship for a time make Southing, The mora 
sootheriy the port to be gained, as for example Baltimore, 
the more does it appear advisable that this should be perse- 
vered in. The same principle of sailing for Boston and even 
for Halifax, (though in a much less degree) might be found 
to be that by which the most certain course would be secured. 
It may appear unreasonable to propose that a ship bound to 
a port to the northward, should on leaving Bermuda steer 
ooutherfy — ^yet when we shall be better acquainted with the 
causes of the variable winds and their changes, this may 
really not appear to be so unreasonable. 

For example, towards the end of a revolving gale passing 
over Bermuda, the wind may still be west, and blowing hard. 
8mce the courses of such gales are northerly, a ship by steer- 
ing north would only continue the longer in the same west- 
erly gale, whereas l^ steering southerly, the ship and the 
storm would be movuig in opposite directions, and the vessel 
vrould the sooner have the chance of falling into a fiew vari- 
ation of the wind. Sailing southerly, on the starboard tack, 
the latter end of such revolving gales as the one supposed 
above, might, as frequently happens, veer to W. N. W., and 
even to N. W., which would enable a ship to come up and 
make a better course towards the west 

These suggestions are offerrd to practical seamen, in the 



hope that some persons will be induced to consider this sub- 
ject ; and if gales really revolve, that advantage may be taken 
of their mode of action. 

Tn sailing from the West Indies to Bermuda in the winter 
season, the trade wind will generally enable vessels to gain 
a meridian sufficiently to the westward before they leave the 
latitudes where it usually blows : and in winter, it would 
seem desirable to make the 68th or 7Cth degrees of west 
longitude, before leaving the 25th of latitude. 

In voyages between Bermuda and Haliiaz, in the winter 
season, the same reasons hold good for keeping to the west- 
ward, as have been recommended for the passage from the 
West Indies to Bermuda, but in a much greater degree ; for 
in this latter case there is not' the easterly trade wind to carry 
ships to the westward. On the contrary, the west wind may 
blow throughout, whilst the gulf stream also would tend to 
set vessels to the eastward. The degree of Westing to be 
made in this passage in the difiereot seasons^ does not seem 
to be agreed upon. 

The chief object, however, of this Note, is to point out the 
benefit which may be derived from profiting by the east 
winds which blow on the north side of a revolving gale tn 
north latitude, before the gale shall veer to the westward. 

W. R. 

Bermnda, ISth February, 1840. 

Clilna Trade. 

Return to an Order of the Hon. the House of Commons 
dated March 1 7, 1 840, for an account of the declared value 
of the Exports from the United Kingdom to China in each 
of the yean 1828, 1829, 1830, 1831, and 1832 ; a similar 
accountin each of the yeara 1834, 1835, 1836, 1887, 1838» 
and 1839. ^ 

Declared Value of 
British and Irish 
• Produce and Manu- 
factures, Exported 
firom the United 
Years. Kingdom to China. 

1828, £7a^,919 

1829, 627,617 

1830 666,050 

1831, 547,701 

1832 545,656 

1834 845,198 

1835, 1,074,709 

1836 1,326,388 

1837 678,376 

1838, 1,204,356 

1839, 851,980 

An account of the quantity of Specie annually exported from 
the United Kingdom to China in each of the yean 18SB, 
1829, 1830, 1831, and 1832 ; a similar account in each 
of the yean 1884, 1835, 1836, 1837, 1838, and 1839. 

Specie Exported 

from the 
United Kingdom 
Years. to China. 

1828, silv.oz. 5,75S 

1829 35,330 

1830 39,397 

1831 21,873 

1832, 22,284 

1 834, 1 68,326 

1835 213,006 

1836, .' .... 8,690 

1837, 122,840 

1 838 1 25, 197 

1839 947,257 

WrtLiAM lavive, 
Inspector-General of Imports and Exports. 
Inspector^General*s Oilicei Custom-house, March 31. 

Banker'* Circular* 
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DUmal Swamp Canal — ^We learn from the Norfolk 
Beacon, that during the month of May, 113 veawls paavd 
inwarda by thia canal, comprising 85 schoonera, 7 sloopi 15 
lighters, 4 rails and 2 boats. Passed oatwsrds 130 schoon- 
ers, 12 sloops, 13 lighters and 2 boats. Total 157. This 
statement does not include the yessels by Lake Drummond, 
or the North Western CanaL 

The destination of the above vessels were as follows : 



Boand to Norfolk 


53 


From Norfolk 


92 


Washington 


1 


Baltimore 


21 


Baltimore 


16 


Richmond 


10 


Richmond 


13 


Petersburg 


12 


Deep Creek 


9 


Georgetown 


1 


Petersburg 


11 


Alexandria 


2 


Chesapeake Bay 


3 


Deep Credt 


8 


Portsmouth 


1 


Suffolk 


1 


Suffolk 


1 


New Yoik 


1 


Alexandria 


5 






Georgetown 


1 
113 




157 



The Bartneter — 7%e course and wpeed of the vnndM in 
JWtv Orleans on Tliuroday the 1th intt^ the day of the 
tornado, — In the New Orleans True American we find the 
meteorological table kept by D. T Lillie, Esq., of that city 
during the week of the tremendous tornado in this city. — 
The barometrical observations agree petfbctly with Espy's 
theory of storms. On Thursday, the seventh, the barome- 
ter fell to its lowest point, and the wind blew from the 
Southeast towanls Natchez, the focus of the storm, at the 
tremendous rate of forty-Jive miieo to the hour. 

The barometer at New Orleans was at its lowest point at 
8 o'clock P. M. — six hours aAer the tornado at Natchez, 



Centtu of Loroell'^^The Lowell Courier publishes the 
census of that city, as lately taken, under the law of the 
State. It exhibits a population of 20,981, of whom 7,341 
are males, and 13,630 females. 

nYevf Bedford, Mast» — A census has pust been completed 
of this town, the total population of which is ascertained to 
be 12,585. In 1820 the population was 3,947, and in 1830 
it was 7,592. 

Springfield Mast, — ^The new census shows a population 
pf over 1 1,000 inhabitants. In 1837 the number was 9234. 



Great Tncreaoe of Population. — ^The population of Tren- 
ton is aioertained to be 4,007 by the census just taken. In- 
cluding South Trenton it is 6,500. The whole population 
in 1830 was 3,925, including Ewbg Township, since set 
ofL The present town was founded about the year 1720, 
by Wm. Trent, a distinguished citizen, from whom it was 
named. The name theretofore was Litdewortb.— Aeworit 
Daily Jdvertiaer, 



A Bevolutionary Hero Gone, — ^The Arkansas Telegraph 
oomes to us in mourning for the death of Wm. Cheatham. 
He was with Gen. Marion in his skirmishea with the Tories 
in the South, afterwards was with Gen. Washington during 
the greater part of his command. He was with hhn at the 
Delaware, Trenton, and Brandywine, and after the American 
forces were divided and assigned different stations in the 
oountiy, he was under the coomiand of Geo* Lafayette until 
the surrender of the British at Yorictown, at which place he 
fought, and had the proud satisftction of seeing Loid Com- 
wallis deliver his sword to the illustrious commander of him- 
self and fellow-countrymen. — St. JLouio Bulletin. 

IHoeuvery of Lead Ore.,— The Sunbuiy Gazette states 
that a vein of Galena has been disoorered about ten miles 
from that place, in the limestone quarry of Messrs. Shesholtz 
dc Bergslressor. The vein is about two feet in thickness, 
and the yield is supposed to be about 70 per cent ; its ex- 
tent is not yet known. We trust, however, it may prove 
valuable, and that it may tend to add an additional impetus 
to the prosperity nf Sunbury.— ^Mfnf r«' Jour, 



Conespondenoe of the Phfladdphm Exchaage. 

Valparaioo, Mardi 28, 1840. 

Mr, Martin, MerchanU' Exchange, FhilAr-^ take tbe 
liberty to inform yon of a dangerous shoal d is covere d by 
captain Coffin, of the whale ship Benjamin Rash of WaocOy 
R. I., on the 1 1th July, 1832. 

Coffin Shoal, by good obaervation, waa diacofcred in bt 
10 26 south : long. 176 35 30 W. soundlngs'were had in 7 
fathoms, and coral rocks were seen a quarter of a mile froas 
the ship, even with the water's edge. It appeared to eitend 
in length north and south 15 miles, and in breadth east and 
west about 3 milea. with the appearance of many daugcia 
even with the water's edge. 

The above reef is not to be found in book or charL 



By and with the adidce and consent of the Senate. 

William L. Marey, of New York, and John Bomm^ 
Kentucky, to be Commisaiotiers under the act of Coopeas 
to cany into efieot the oooveatiDnwith the Meaicaa Ri^ab- 
Uc of the 11th of April, 1889. 

Alexander Dimitry, of Louisiana, to be Seontaiy to the 
said Commissioners. 

Robert H. Kerr, Surveyor and Inspector of tbe BeMnot 
for the port of Pittabuig, in the Stste of Pennsylvania, vios 
Aaron Hart, lesigned. 



Iron in Maine.— From Dr. Jackaon'a laat Report on the 
Geology of Maine. Valuable and extensive iron mine on 
the Aroostook river: 

** The bed is included in red and green aigillaeeoiia sbte 
rocks, and runs in a N. W. and S. E. ^rectiDn, to an n» 
known extent It is thirfy-slz feet wide, and waa tnad bf 
us to the length of 1000 .feet, while tliere is not a doabt 
that it runs across the country to an immense extent, and 
probably belonging to the same range aa the great bed of 
iron ore that I discovered last year in Woodstock. Ite d^ 
rection would cause its line to strike in the towndiip belong- 
ing to William's C<rilege and'Groton Academy, aitnate near 
Houlton, and it will probably be found to cut throngh this 
town. It is of great extent, and evidently inexhauatihb.-— 
Situated upon a great and navigable river where a flat boat 
may run to the St. John, there being but one obstraction al 
the falls, near ito mouth, where there is a carrying place far 
half a mile, it is evident that this iron may be advanlageoiia* 
ly wrought, not only for the aupply of our territoiy, baft aba 
for the inhabitonto of St. John, for at Woodstock no leas 
than $120 is paid for a ton of bar iron, and we can a&ai 
to supply them for a less price, with better iron liian En^ 
land can produce. Thla ore yielda fifty«>tfaree per cent of 
pure metal, and will give sixty per cent pig iron. It la the 
very best kind of ore to smelt, being easily mined, and jnat 
heavy enough to make a good charge for the Uaat fimiaoa. 
Wrought by means of charcoal, it will yield iron equal in 
quality to the beat from Sweden, and capable of 
wrou^t into the finest kind of cast steeL" 
The following is Dr. Jackaon's analysia of this ore : 
Water, e,00 

Insoluble residue, consisting of silex, 8.80 

Per-oxide of iron, 76,80 

Ox. manganese, 8j30 



Loss, 



99.80 
SO 



Fireo in the ForeoU of Afotiitfv— Extensive firee are fa« 
vaging \he woods of Wasliington County, Maina. Al 
Whiting, two dwelling houses were burnt, and crops of 
wheat a good deal injured, if not destroyed. Edmonds and 
Charlotte were suffering aeveraly, at the last accounts, by 
this nging element The ground is getting very dry and 
unless ram comes soon, the tn will do great injury to the 
neighboring country. 
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.• iined 
• loUars. 
opes, and 
ilia and Por- 
iiurs. 
.umbiaandPhila- 
. milestone to Wbit^* 
1 dollars. Prwidedy 
' uousand dollars shall be 
a for repairs, 
iiettudioiiing extension of the 
.in of thir^-four thousand one 
■hilars. 
ontractors, engineers and others, for 
-ttysburg Railroad prior to the first of 
J red and thirty-nine, the sum of one hun- 
sand dollars, and said moneys shall be paid 
A by a person to be appointed for that pur- 
.anal Comminioners, who shall be sworn or 
iiully to discharge his duties, and shall giTe such 
d settle his accounts in the same manner as has 
:tofore given and required of the Superintendent, of 
(ds. 

pay debts due for work done on the Allegheny Feeder, 
en hundred dollars. 

For the payment of balance due for doubling locks on the 
i:Ia8tem Division of the canal the sum of seven thousand 
four hundred and two dollars. 

For the repairs and payment of debts already due for the 
same, on the different lines of canals and railroads, the sum 
of six hundred thousand dollars. 

For new woik on finished lines, pay of Canal Commis- 
sioners, Appraisers and Engineers, not connected with ex- 
tensbns, the sum of thirty thousand dollars. 

To pay debts due for motive power and repairs, coniiaeted 
prior to the first of February, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-nine, the sum of fifty thousand dollars. 
For damages, the sum of thirty thousand dollars. 
Towards the completion of the contracts on the Erie Bi- 
viaon of the Pennsylvania Canal, the sum of six hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Towards the completion of the contracts on the North 
BrancJb extension of the Pennsylvania Canal, the sum of six 
hundred thousand dollars. 

The sum of sixty thousand doUars, towards the completion 
of the Wjsconisco canaL 

Section 2. The laying of the second track on the road to 
avoid the inclined plane at Columbia, shall not be com- 
menced, or if already commenced, shall not be progressed 
with, nor any alteration in the route through Columbia made 
until all the debts now due are fully paid, or money set apart 
out of the appropriation contained in the preceding section 
for the payment thereof. Provided, that the Canal Com- 
misaonera be, and hereby are required to open and turnpike 
a street in the borough of Columbia, on the scite of a four^ 
teen ftet wide alley, now running north from Wahint street be- 
tween Front and Second streets, in said borough ; said street 
to be of the same width as Wahint street aforesaid, and to 
extend northwardly, until it enters the street now being 
opened east of the Pennsylvania Canal Basin, in the bo- 
rough aforesaid. Provided aito, that the said Commissioners 
can obtain sufficient groimd for the site of said street, from 
the Mi«es Bethel, who own the adjotning lands, without cost 
or charge for dam^g ca and also the property, or so much there- 
of as may be necassaiy, belonging to Reuben Mullison, and 
ftonting on Walnut street aforesaid, at a reasonable price not 
to eateeed in any event, the sum of two thoiunnd doUera. 



Seeti<m 3. For the payment of debts due for locomotives 
nnd ropes, on the Columbia Railroad, the sum of forty thou- 
■A dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, is 
)V appropriated. 

• ction 4. The Secretary of the Commonwealth is hereby 
iitiorized and directed to take and receive from the Girard 
13ank the sum of fifty thousand dollars, part of the loan of 
three hundred and eighty thousand dollars, authorized by the 
Act of ninth February, Anno Domini, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-nine, to repay the luoney borrowed by 
the hte Executive of this Commonwealth, for the repairing 
of the breach in the Juniata Division of the Pennsylvania 
Canal between Huntingdon and Hollidaysburg, and defray- 
ing the balance of the expenses incurred in repairing the said 
breach, and out of, and with the said fiAy thousand dollars, 
caused to be disbursed and paid out by, and through the 
agency of the Collector of the port of Huntingdon on said 
canal, the debts and moneys yet due, and owing to individuals 
on account of the repairing of said breach ; and the Secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth is hereby further authorized, and 
directed to take and receive from said Girard Bank, the fur- 
ther sum of two hundred and eighty thousand dollars, part 
of said loan, and deposit the same in the Bank of the United 
States, if the said bank of the United States will agree to 
accept the same on deposit, and stop the further payment of 
interest from the time of deposit, on that amount (two hun- 
dred and eighty thousand dollars) of its loan to the late Ex- 
ecutive of this Commonwealth, or on so much thereof as the 
same may be, and after payment as aforesaid, of said debts due 
to individuals (if any balance should remain) deposit any 
such balance in like manner and on like terms and condi- 
tions. Provided, that nothing in this act contained shall be 
construed, to preclude an examination into the vahdity of the 
expenditure of said money, as fully as though the deposit au- 
thorized, had not been used by said Bank of the U. States. 

Section 6. The Governor is hereby authorized and re- 
quired within thirty days after the passage of this act to sub- 
scribe to the stock of the Monongahela Navigation Company, 
the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, which shall consti- 
tute the Commonwealth a stockholder in said company to that 
amount Provided, that all descending crafts owned by citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, not calculated or intended to return from 
any point between Millsborough and the Virginia State line, 
shall pass free of toll through any lock or dam of the lower di- 
vision of said improvement, until the company shall put the first 
dam above Brownsville in the second division under contract, 
and complete the same agreeably to the plan of said improve- 
ment. 

Section 6. To complete the surveys of a railroad from 
Harrisburg to Pittsburg the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, 
and the Engineers surveying the same, in connexion there- 
with, are hereby authorized to make a survey to ascertain the 
practicability of a McAdamized Road of an easy grade from 
some point, at or west of Laughlenstown to some point at or 
near Chambersburg. Pror ided, that after the passage*!^ this 
Act the Principal Engineer conducting and directing said 
surveys, in addition to his duties as Engineer, shall perform 
the duties heretofore performed by the Superintendent there- 
of, and the office of Superintendent of the same is hereby 
abolished. 

Section 7. For the payment of the interest upon the pub- 
lic debt, falling due on the first days of August and February 
next, such sum as shall be required for that purpose. 

Section 6. That the Governor be, and he is hereby author- 
ized to borrow on the credit of the Commonwealth, the 
amount herein appropriated as it may be wanted, at an in- 
terest not exceeding five per cent per annum, payable half 
yearly, and to be reimbursed at any time aAer the 1st day 
of July 1870 ; and he shall issue certificates of stock for the 
same, transferable on the books of the Auditor General or 
at the Bank of Pennsylvania by the owner or owners thereof, 
and upon such transfer new certificates shall be issued by the 
Auditor General and State Treasurer, and the interest upon 
the said stock shall be paid at the Treasury or at the^ank 
of Pennsylvania, as shall be agreed upon by the Goftmor 
and the original purchasers of said stock. 

Approved the 11th day of June, A. D. 1840. 



414 ^ . * ^ r s>- . y FsuTSSTEP sais, y««i, 



^*.> 



D jh . . .^A^ihm ^ ."^kfts Jfcyittfc /iioi/// uitf it up^ and when he aNDe» upon the acceptor. 

Beat *^' * jtAfprimd coMse •/ all the tkjicuity, he can Teccnrer but a 

inwi 9^^M4«» #• r i 1 t ' < i«i JVU^ / ^.'/; or itjt W. a thini of what, on account oC that acc^pUn^a 
ligh- . . • ' ,«. ^ . 

ers, 

^^ Bi \^ j» .vmrwi the ddknai i^Ulw «f i^ «^'.»ft:« » v-vcs^oi to a siit«fo Sute. A Nalchex merchant, 



y^g j^ Y^ "^ #A J lMtM«.a jMcw / M.-i, or imt pt. a mini oi wnai, on accouai oi wai sccrpwr m 

w JC-'»ir /"«« Vol I PlSX^ tnich A xxoinct. he has been obliged to pay. The efiTect 
%..%.. ^- .V .>r *.•*» /, ( ' Jf «fA 4 *t*.^a kf to check commercial intercourie, by n» 

... , .^ «* ^., ^^, ,'p^i the unpoiUDce of umlcnui} ,c-,^.^ u^^ ^i^^^^^ endoreinp of drafta, unleaa the whole 
j^ ,^^ » t-» j» .vmrwi file M'rto* i^Ufca «f t^ «^'.»ft:« » v-vcs^oi to a siit«fo Sute. A Nalchex merchant, 
,i„^^n: cvt» ot fnqueat eemnrxf writ ^.vm a w tx^m-w. w.x-U K4 ^raw « hill on Pennsylrania, nor 
B< ' *** ^ . i — ^»^_.^- v^^ii v ^^•^ * -••X.^a-vTCA tserrtiwit eodorae ft V irginia drawn 



«AiMtef, anJ foiae mnftiw »« ***''*■* ** •^^ * ^'^ o^^ ^w- i*«»^ » » r»«wr^ jr--aca^w cat the f^'^ ^ 
I ' /.^^ « •AC » ar:wU'M tm- A ai«e -^^va^ t 5' 1 a 5." -1. ir-^ >* !*» ac«TCtJ».-v. tiea spec tsz-stiiaa 

ttr. ^ ^^^ A ». >viiw V '^- ji-'mrum. mw^rsc^ Tyt-^n ::i .y eiptctti, 







ir i^ '«*.: 



 ^ • I 



 ^ > ' 



« . - - 



-^ - ■- » * 



MP 



II 

I'* 



u 



ir 



r: 



k. 



EB' 



